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Page 01 : GS 2 – International Relations /Prelims 

A special tribunal in Bangladesh has sentenced former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and former 

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan to death for crimes against humanity related to the violent 

crackdown on the 2024 student uprising. 

This development marks one of the most dramatic political shifts in Bangladesh's recent history and 

carries major implications for regional politics, democratic governance, human rights, and India–

Bangladesh relations—making it highly relevant for UPSC preparation. 

 



 

Current Affairs Context 

• The 2024 Student Uprising 

 Large-scale student protests erupted in July–August 2024 over unemployment, corruption, and 

alleged authoritarianism. 

 The government responded with force, resulting in several deaths and massive unrest. 

 This crackdown was considered a major factor leading to the fall of the Hasina government. 

• Tribunal Verdict 

 International Crimes Tribunal-1 sentenced: 

o Sheikh Hasina 

o Asaduzzaman Khan 

to death. 

 Former IGP Abdullah Al-Mamun turned state witness, admitted involvement, and received a 5-

year sentence. 

• Reactions 

 Hasina called the charges “unjustified,” claiming the government acted in “good faith” to 

minimise casualties. 

 Students in Dhaka University demanded her execution. 

 The Awami League denounced the verdict as “illegal” and “politically motivated.” 

• India Angle 

 Both convicts are currently in exile in India. 

 Bangladesh demanded their immediate extradition, calling it India’s “obligatory responsibility.” 

 Dhaka warned that asylum to Hasina would be an “unfriendly act.” 

 

India–Bangladesh Relations 

 Extradition treaty implications 

 Asylum norms and non-refoulement 

 Impact on border security 

 Regional political stability 

 Influence of China in Bangladesh’s domestic politics 



 

A. Causes Behind Bangladesh's Crisis 

1. Concentration of power under Hasina 

2. Alleged manipulation of elections 

3. Restrictions on opposition and civil liberties 

4. Youth unemployment and economic stress 

5. Erosion of institutional checks and balances 

6. Public mistrust of political leadership 

 

B. Issues with the Tribunal Verdict 

Concerns 

 Verdict announced months before elections → possible political motives 

 Opposition termed the tribunal a “Kangaroo Court” 

 Trial held while Hasina and Khan were in exile → questions on fair process 

 Potential weaponization of judiciary 

Arguments Supporting the Verdict 

 Accountability for unlawful state violence 

 Justice for victims and protesters 

 Transparent testimony from police officials 

 Establishes deterrence against excessive state force 

 

C. Implications for India 

1. Diplomatic Dilemma 

 India must balance: 

o Legal obligations 

o Regional stability 

o Strategic interests 

o Humanitarian considerations 

 Extraditing Hasina may affect long-term bilateral trust. 

 



 

2. Security Implications 

 Risk of refugee movement into West Bengal and Assam 

 Rise of extremist or anti-India elements in unstable conditions 

 Border tensions and cross-border crime 

 Impact on counterterror cooperation 

3. Geopolitical Concerns 

 China may leverage political instability to increase influence 

 Impact on BIMSTEC, BBIN cooperation 

 Maritime security implications in the Bay of Bengal 

 

D. Impact on Bangladesh’s Internal Politics 

 Public polarisation between Awami League and opposition 

 Resurgence of student political activism 

 Possibility of military involvement in stabilising the situation 

 Heightened uncertainty before the upcoming elections 

 

(1) ‘Crimes Against Humanity’ is defined under 

→ Rome Statute of the ICC 

(2) India–Bangladesh Extradition Treaty 

→ Exists; political offences are often exempt. 

(3) Non-refoulement Principle 

→ Customary international law (India is not legally bound but often follows selectively) 

(4) International Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh 

→ Domestic court; not part of ICC. 

 



 

Conclusion 

The sentencing of Sheikh Hasina is more than a judicial verdict—it signals a deep political 

transformation in Bangladesh, with significant implications for regional stability. 

For India, this situation requires careful diplomacy, balancing humanitarian principles, treaty 

obligations, and strategic interests. 

The episode highlights broader themes of state accountability, democratic resilience, youth political 

mobilisation, and the fragility of civil liberties—key areas of focus for UPSC aspirants. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques:  Consider the following statements regarding the International Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh 

(ICT-BD): 

1. It is a part of the International Criminal Court (ICC) system under the Rome Statute. 

2. It is empowered to try individuals for genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. 

3. Its jurisdiction extends only within the territory of Bangladesh. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: “Political instability in India’s neighbourhood directly affects India's security and foreign policy 

choices.” Discuss in the context of recent developments in Bangladesh. (150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 02 : GS 3 : Environment & Ecology / Prelims 

The Supreme Court of India has delivered a significant judgment directing States to consider 

notifying human–wildlife conflict (HWC) as a natural disaster. This enables victims to receive 

structured compensation under disaster relief norms. The Court also issued strict directions to 

protect core and buffer areas of tiger reserves and ordered restoration of the damaged Corbett Tiger 

Reserve, making Uttarakhand fully accountable. 

This ruling strengthens India’s wildlife governance framework and aligns with conservation and 

livelihood protection, making it highly relevant for UPSC. 

 

(Current Affairs) 

1. Human–Wildlife Conflict as Natural Disaster 

 States must actively consider classifying HWC as a natural disaster. 



 

 This makes victims eligible for compensation through State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) 

and other mechanisms. 

2. Compensation Directions 

 SC mandated ₹10 lakh ex-gratia to victims of HWC under the Centrally Sponsored Umbrella 

Scheme of Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (CSS–IDWH). 

 All States must create smooth, inclusive, uniform compensation policies for: 

o Human death 

o Cattle loss 

o Crop damage 

3. Urgent Coordination 

 SC emphasized close coordination among Forest, Revenue, Disaster Management, Police, and 

Panchayati Raj departments to mitigate conflicts swiftly. 

4. Corbett Tiger Reserve Case 

 Illegal tree cutting and construction reported in Corbett. 

 SC held Uttarakhand liable to: 

o Submit a restoration plan in 2 months 

o Start demolishing illegal structures within 3 months 

o File compliance report within 1 year 

5. Buffer and Core Area Notification 

 All States must notify core and buffer zones of tiger reserves within 6 months (as per Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972 requirements). 

 

Static Context  

What is Human–Wildlife Conflict? 

Interaction between humans and wildlife that results in: 

 Loss of life 

 Injury 

 Livelihood impacts 



 

 Crop and property damage 

Occurs due to: 

 Shrinking habitats 

 Encroachments 

 Fragmentation of forests 

 Increasing animal populations in some regions 

 Climate change forcing animal movement 

 

Natural Disaster Classification 

Under the Disaster Management Act, 2005, a “disaster” includes natural and man-made events 

causing loss of life or property. 

If HWC is notified as a natural disaster: 

 Compensation becomes automatic and uniform 

 Quick release of funds through SDRF/NDRF 

 Streamlined administrative response 

 

CSS–IDWH Scheme 

 A Centrally Sponsored Scheme of MoEFCC 

 Supports: 

o Tiger reserves 

o Elephant reserves 

o Wildlife habitats 

o Human–wildlife conflict mitigation 

 

Core and Buffer Areas in Tiger Reserves 

Defined under the Wildlife Protection Act (WLPA), 1972 (amended 2006): 

 Core Area: Critical Tiger Habitat — no human activity 



 

 Buffer Area: Sustainable use area — eco-development, coexistence 

 States must notify these formally; many are pending. 

 

Analytical Insights 

A. Why Treat HWC as a Natural Disaster? 

1. Ensures uniform compensation across States 

2. Reduces delays in financial relief 

3. Makes mitigation a structured government responsibility 

4. Supports vulnerable communities living in forest fringes 

5. Encourages States to invest in: 

o Solar fencing 

o Early warning systems 

o Rapid response teams 

 

B. Issues Exposed in Corbett Tiger Reserve 

 Misuse of political power leading to illegal construction 

 Administrative negligence 

 Violation of WLPA norms 

 Ecological damage in a highly sensitive tiger habitat 

SC’s directions reinforce: 

 Accountability 

 Transparency 

 Legal compliance 

 

C. Long-term Implications 

 Better conflict mitigation strategies 



 

 Strengthening of protected area management 

 Reduction of livelihood stress for rural communities 

 Improved human-wildlife coexistence 

 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court’s judgment marks a crucial step toward integrating wildlife conservation with 

human welfare. By urging States to classify human–wildlife conflict as a natural disaster, the Court 

pushes for a systematic, humane, and responsive compensation mechanism. The strict action on 

Corbett Tiger Reserve underscores the judiciary’s role in safeguarding ecological integrity. 

This balanced approach—protecting both wildlife and people—strengthens India’s environmental 

governance and aligns with the constitutional mandate of Article 48A and global conservation 

commitments. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : Consider the following statements regarding Human–Wildlife Conflict (HWC): 

1. Human–Wildlife Conflict is recognized under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 as a notified 

natural disaster. 

2. Compensation for HWC-related deaths can be provided under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme 

for Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (CSS-IDWH). 

3. Only the Central Government can declare an event as a “state-specific disaster”. 

Which of the statements above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :  “Human–wildlife conflict is no longer just a conservation issue but a governance challenge.” 

Discuss in the light of the Supreme Court’s recent directions to States. (250 words)  

 

 

 

 



 

Page : 07 : GS 3 : Science & technology / Prelims 

Neurotechnology — which interfaces with the human brain to read, record, or influence neural 

activity — is rapidly advancing due to AI, brain–computer interfaces (BCIs), and investments like 

Neuralink and the U.S. BRAIN Initiative. With such power comes ethical risk, including manipulation 

of thoughts, misuse of brain data, and erosion of mental privacy. 

In this context, UNESCO has issued the world’s first global normative ethical framework (November 

2024) to regulate neurotechnology, protect mental integrity, and guide responsible innovation. 

 

 

Key News Points 

UNESCO’s framework came into effect on November 12, 2024 

It is the first global standard governing the ethics of neurotechnology 

Aim: balance innovation with human rights protection 



 

Prohibits misuse of neural data in political, commercial, medical contexts 

Emphasizes informed consent, autonomy, freedom of thought 

 

What Exactly Is Neurotechnology?  

Devices/procedures that: 

 Access the brain 

 Assess neural activity 

 Act upon neural systems 

Examples: 

 Brain–computer interfaces (BCI) 

 Neural implants 

 EEG-based cognitive assessment 

 AI-based neuroimaging 

 Neural prosthetics 

Public investment: $6 billion 

Private investment: $7.3 billion (2020) 

 

Why Does Neurotechnology Need Regulation? 

Brain data can reveal: 

 Preferences 

 Emotions 

 Stress levels 

 Cognitive states 

Misuse risks include: 

 Political manipulation 

 Commercial targeting 

 Workplace profiling 

 Insurance discrimination 

 Loss of mental privacy → “Neurorights” threatened 

 

Unesco’s New Guidelines — Key Features 

A. Three-pronged strategy 

1. Define neurotechnology + neurodata 

2. Identify values & principles for states 

3. Special safeguards for vulnerable groups (children, elderly, disabled) 

 

B. Ethical Principles (major focus for UPSC Mains) 

UNESCO says neurotechnology must follow: 



 

 Human dignity & freedom of thought 

 Beneficence & non-maleficence 

 Autonomy and informed consent 

 Protection of neural data 

 Transparency & accountability 

 Inclusivity & non-discrimination 

 Epistemic justice (fair access to knowledge) 

 Protection of future generations 

 

C. Explicit Prohibitions 

UNESCO bans: 

 Manipulating neural data for political persuasion 

 Using brain signals for insurance premium decisions 

 Employment screening based on brain tests 

 Commercial exploitation of mental states 

 Any deceptive use of neural or non-neural data 

 

D. Responsible Research & Innovation (RRI) Approach 

Researchers must: 

1. Anticipate societal impacts 

2. Involve public & stakeholders 

3. Align innovation with societal values 

4. Follow “ethics-by-design” 

 

E. Position on Intellectual Property & Open Science 

UNESCO calls for: 

 Open science → shared data, open methods 

 But warns about commodification of the human body 

 Calls for balance between innovation incentives & public good 

 

Conclusion 

UNESCO’s new neurotechnology guidelines mark a historic step in global governance of emerging 

technologies. As neurotech grows in medicine, education, and human enhancement, safeguarding 

mental privacy, autonomy, and neural integrity becomes critical. 

The framework seeks to ensure that innovation does not come at the cost of fundamental human 

rights and that a balanced, ethical, and inclusive global neurotechnology ecosystem can emerge. 

 

 



 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : With reference to neurotechnology, consider the following statements: 

1. It includes technologies that can read and influence neural activity in the human brain. 

2. UNESCO has issued the first global ethical framework for neurotechnology. 

3. Neurotechnology can be used in political persuasion and employment profiling under UNESCO 

guidelines. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question    

Ques : “Neurotechnology presents unprecedented opportunities in healthcare but raises profound 

ethical challenges. Discuss the significance of UNESCO’s new global guidelines in this context.”          

(250 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In News : GS 2 : Polity & Governance  

India’s anti-rape legal framework has evolved through decades of public outrage, judicial 

introspection, and legislative reform. Chief Justice of India B. R. Gavai’s recent criticism of the 

Supreme Court’s 1979 Tukaram v. State of Maharashtra (Mathura rape case) judgment marks an 

important moment of institutional reflection. The judgment — which acquitted two policemen in a 

custodial rape case on the flawed assumption that absence of external injuries implies consent — 

triggered one of India’s strongest women’s rights movements. 

The incident catalysed major criminal law amendments, leading to stronger definitions of consent, 

recognition of custodial rape, and broader protections for women. The trajectory from 1979 to the 

2023 Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) represents India’s continuing effort to ensure dignity, autonomy, 

and justice for sexual assault survivors. 

 



 

Key News Highlights 

CJI Gavai termed the 1979 Mathura judgment an “institutional embarrassment” 

The verdict ignored power imbalance, consent, and custodial coercion 

Public outrage led to path-breaking amendments from 1983 to 2023 

Laws evolved from protecting women from police abuse → to workplace harassment → to child 

protection → to gender-neutral frameworks 

 

Static Context: Legal Concepts 

A. Consent in law (Section 375, IPC / now BNS) 

 Consent must be free, voluntary, unequivocal 

 Passive submission ≠ consent 

 Silence or feeble “no” ≠ consent 

 Consent obtained under authority, fear or coercion is invalid 

B. Custodial Rape (post-1983) 

 Rape by police, public servants, jail authorities, hospital staff 

 Burden of proof shifted to the accused 

C. Vishaka Guidelines (1997) 

 Landmark framework for workplaces after Bhanwari Devi case 

 Later codified as the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2013 

 

The Mathura Rape Case: A Turning Point 

Incident (1972) 

 Survivor: 14–16-year-old Adivasi girl 

 Raped inside police station 

 Trial court: dismissed her testimony 

 High Court: convicted policemen 

 Supreme Court (1979): acquitted, citing no injury → assumed consent 

Why the judgment was flawed 

 Ignored custodial coercion 

 Ignored age, vulnerability, power imbalance 

 Reinforced patriarchal notions of “habitual” sexual behaviour 



 

The historic letter (1979) 

Written by Upendra Baxi, Lotika Sarkar, Vasudha Dhagamwar & Kelkar — 

highlighted: 

 Difference between “consent” and “submission” 

 Systemic oppression of poor women in police stations 

 Asked SC judges to visit police stations “wearing the visage of poverty” 

This letter ignited a national movement. 

 

Trajectory Of Anti-Rape Law Reforms 

A. Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1983 

Triggered directly by the Mathura case 

 Introduced custodial rape as separate offence 

 Shifted burden of proof 

 Criminalised dowry-related offences more strongly 

 Strengthened legal protection for women 

 

B. Vishaka Guidelines (1997) – Workplace Sexual Harassment 

 Based on PIL after Bhanwari Devi was gang-raped 

 Introduced preventive, prohibitory, and redressal mechanisms 

 Later became Workplace Sexual Harassment Act, 2013 

 

C. Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2013 (post-Nirbhaya) 

Based on the Justice J.S. Verma Committee 

Key reforms: 

 Expanded definition of rape beyond penetration 

 Recognised non-consensual acts like insertion of objects/body parts 

 Age of consent raised to 18 years 

 “No FIR refusal” by police made punishable 

 Hospitals must provide free treatment 

 Introduced stalking, voyeurism, acid attacks 

 Clarified that feeble no or silence is not consent 



 

 Enhanced punishments including death for extreme cases 

 

D. Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2018 

(Post-Unnao & Kathua cases) 

 Death penalty for rape of girls below 12 years 

 Minimum 20 years for rape of girls below 16 years 

 Fast investigation: 2 months for probe + 2 months for trial 

 6 months for appeal disposal 

 

E. Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 

Latest reforms include: 

 Gender-neutral sexual offences (victim + perpetrator) 

 Gang rape of minor (<18 years): death or life term 

 Added offences: 

o Sexual intercourse under false pretences 

o Expanded definition of sexual harassment 

 Reorganized provisions but retained core protections 

 

Conclusion  

The Mathura judgment, once a symbol of institutional failure, has become a powerful catalyst for 

reform. Over four decades, India’s anti-rape laws have moved from narrow, patriarchal 

interpretations of consent toward a more survivor-centric, rights-based framework. While the legal 

trajectory—from the 1983 reforms to the 2013 Nirbhaya Act and the 2023 BNS—shows progress, 

persistent gaps in police accountability, societal attitudes, and implementation remain. 

The journey reflects India’s evolving understanding that justice for sexual assault survivors demands 

not just stronger laws, but deeper social change and institutional sensitivity. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: “The evolution of anti-rape laws in India reflects the deep interplay between judicial failures, 

public movements, and legislative reforms.” Discuss in light of the trajectory from the Mathura case to 

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. (250 Words) 

 

 



 

In news  : Prelims 

 

Batukeshwar Dutt, often overshadowed by Bhagat Singh, remains a vital yet forgotten figure of 

India’s revolutionary freedom struggle. His role in the 1929 Central Assembly Bombing, long 

imprisonment, repeated hunger strikes, and sacrifices highlight deep gaps in how India remembers 

its freedom fighters. The recent discussions marking his birth anniversary (18 November) revive 

questions on historical recognition, memory politics, and post-independence neglect of 

revolutionaries. 

 



 

Core Analysis 

1. Historical Importance of Batukeshwar Dutt 

 Co-accused with Bhagat Singh in the Assembly Bombing of 1929. 

 Accepted arrest intentionally to “make the deaf hear” and expose colonial repression. 

 Spent 9 years in jail, undertaking hunger strikes demanding the rights of political prisoners. 

 Imprisoned again during Quit India Movement (1942). 

2. Post-Independence Neglect 

 Received no stable livelihood despite being a national revolutionary. 

 Bihar govt’s “coal depot allotment” failed; only a 6-month nomination to the Legislative 

Council was offered. 

 Died of cancer in 1965 after prolonged suffering, though leaders visited him. 

3. Erasure and selective memory 

 Parliament has no portraits of Bhagat Singh or Dutt, though it displays others (e.g., Savarkar). 

 Few memorials or school textbooks mention Dutt. 

 Comrade Chaman Lal Azad documented his last days and the revolutionary network, but these 

works remain obscure. 

4. Why this matters today 

 Raises the issue of nation-building narratives that selectively glorify or ignore revolutionaries. 

 Points to how contemporary political discourse appropriates some figures while sidelining 

others. 

 Encourages debate on inclusive history, archival work, and institutional memory. 

Role of Revolutionaries in the Freedom Struggle 

 HSRA (Hindustan Socialist Republican Association) radicalised the struggle after Non-

Cooperation withdrawal. 

 Bhagat Singh and colleagues promoted: 

o Inquilab Zindabad 

o Anti-imperialist socialism 

o Use of “propaganda by action” 

Why Dutt is important in static syllabus 

 Represents the non-mainstream, radical wing of the movement. 

 Symbol of: 



 

o Courage 

o Ideological commitment 

o Ethical protest (bombs were non-lethal) 

 

Current Context  

 His birth anniversary (18 November) revived public discussion. 

 Renewed debate on: 

o Why Parliament lacks their portraits. 

o How historical memory is shaped. 

o Demand to honour forgotten revolutionaries. 

 Wider context: Rising public interest in re-evaluating freedom fighters’ contributions. 

 

Conclusion 

Batukeshwar Dutt’s story is a reminder of India’s incomplete historical memory. While Bhagat Singh 

remains a national icon, Dutt—his comrade, fellow revolutionary, and fellow sufferer—remains 

marginalised in public imagination. Honouring Dutt is not merely about correcting history but about 

recognising the ethical and ideological foundations of India’s freedom struggle. India must integrate 

such forgotten heroes into mainstream narratives, ensuring their sacrifices find a dignified place in 

the nation’s collective memory. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to Batukeshwar Dutt, consider the following statements: 

1. He, along with Bhagat Singh, threw non-lethal bombs in the Central Assembly in 1929. 

2. Batukeshwar Dutt was a member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA). 

3. After independence, he served a full term in the Bihar Legislative Council. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 and 3 only  (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 

 

 

 

 



 

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context :  

India–Africa relations stand at a critical inflection point. A decade after the landmark India–Africa Forum 

Summit (IAFS-III) in 2015, both regions have undergone demographic, economic, digital, and 

geopolitical shifts. As India aspires to play a leadership role in the Global South, Africa emerges as both 

a partner of opportunity and a test case for India’s long-term foreign policy capacities. The article 

argues that India must now deepen cooperation through three pillars — connect, build and revive — 

to harness the full potential of the India–Africa partnership. 

 

 

 

GS. Paper 2  International Relations   

UPSC Mains Practice Question :  “India–Africa relations are transitioning from 

transactional engagement to co-development partnerships.” Discuss in light of 

recent developments. (250 words)  



 

Core Analysis 

1. Progress since IAFS-III 

 India hosted all 54 African nations in 2015, marking a diplomatic milestone. 

 Since then: 

o 17 new Indian missions established in Africa. 

o India’s trade crosses $100 billion. 

o $75 billion cumulative investments, making India among Africa’s top 5 investors. 

o India helped secure African Union’s entry into G20 (2023). 

This indicates a shift from symbolic diplomacy to structured engagement. 

 

2. Emerging Opportunities 

a. Demographic and economic potential 

 By 2050, 1 in 4 humans will be African. 

 India will be the 3rd largest economy. 

Together they form a “growth corridor” based on commerce, demography, tech, and 

aspiration. 

b. Newer sectors of cooperation 

 Maritime Security: 

First-ever AIKEYME 2025 (Africa-India Key Maritime Engagement) with navies of 9 African 

nations indicates India’s Indian Ocean strategy. 

 Finance & Development: 

EXIM Bank’s line of credit to ECOWAS shows interest in African-led development. 

 Digital and Education Collaboration: 

o IIT Madras’ Zanzibar campus (first IIT campus abroad). 

o Pan-African e-Network, ITEC skill programmes. 

o India Stack and UPI have major potential for African digital transformation. 

c. Talent and People-to-People Connect 

 Over 40,000 Africans trained in India in 10 years. 

 Many now hold government/leadership roles in Africa. 

 Africans increasing in Indian sports, academia, entrepreneurship. 

This creates a soft power bridge, deeper than trade or defence. 



 

 

Key Challenges 

 India still lags far behind China in trade and investment scale. 

 Indian firms face: 

o Small balance sheets 

o Bureaucratic delays 

o Risk-aversion 

 Africa’s innovation ecosystems are attracting global competition (USA, China, EU). 

 

The Way Forward  

1. Connect 

 Link finance to real projects. 

 Use Indian sovereign funds and credit lines to de-risk private investment. 

 Improve execution, monitoring, and delivery. 

2. Build 

 Develop India–Africa digital corridor. 

o UPI + India Stack + Africa’s fintech innovation. 

o Joint platforms for health, education, payments. 

 Co-invest in new sectors: 

o Green hydrogen 

o EV ecosystem 

o Clean energy 

o Digital public infrastructure 

3. Revive 

 Bring back the India–Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) which has not met since 2015. 

 Provide institutional continuity for political momentum. 

 

 

 

 



 

Static Context  

India–Africa historical ties 

 Linked by Indian Ocean trade, anti-colonial solidarity, Gandhi’s activism in South Africa. 

 Indian diaspora across Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa, Mauritius has long cultural influence. 

Mechanisms of cooperation 

 IAFS (2008, 2011, 2015) — apex India–Africa platform. 

 Pan-African e-Network — digital education & telemedicine. 

 ITEC — capacity building. 

 Lines of Credit (LOCs) via EXIM Bank. 

 

Current Context  

 A decade of the 2015 IAFS calls for reassessment. 

 India’s G20 presidency boosted Africa’s diplomatic weight. 

 Global geopolitics pushing India to take leadership among the Global South. 

 Increasing Chinese presence in Africa compels India to refine its strategy. 

 

Conclusion 

The India–Africa partnership has deep historical roots and vast future potential. But progress now 

requires strategic clarity, institutional revival, and high-quality implementation. As Africa becomes the 

demographic heart of the world and India becomes an economic powerhouse, their partnership must 

evolve from promises to performance. The next chapter will demand collaboration that is future-

oriented, digitally integrated, and mutually empowering. For India, Africa is not merely a region—it is 

a partner in shaping the global South’s future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


