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Page 04 : GS 2 : Indian Polity / Prelims 

The ongoing tussle between State governments and Governors has once again reached the Supreme 

Court. Tamil Nadu, through senior advocate A.M. Singhvi, argued that the Governor is a constitutional 

head, a “facilitator” in the legislative process, but not a parallel political authority or “super Chief Minister”. 

The issue arises in the context of a Presidential Reference following the Supreme Court’s April 8, 2025 

judgment, which had laid down time limits for Governors in disposing of Bills under Article 200 of the 

Constitution. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Key Issues in Debate 

1. Role of the Governor in Law-making 

o Tamil Nadu emphasized that while the Governor is a part of the legislative process, he is not a 

legislator. 

o His role is bound by the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers (Articles 163 and 200). 

2. Democratic Accountability 

o In a parliamentary democracy, the Chief Minister and Cabinet are directly responsible to the 

legislature and people. 

o Allowing a Governor “general discretion” would undermine representative democracy and create 

“two swords in the same scabbard”. 

3. Discretionary Powers of Governor 

o Governor can return a Bill once or refer it to the President, but these powers must be exercised in 

consonance with the State Cabinet’s advice. 

o Hypothetical fears about misuse of State power (“doomsday scenarios”) cannot justify expanding 

gubernatorial discretion. 

4. Centre’s Counter-Argument 

o Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta argued that States cannot invoke Article 32 against Governors since 

States do not hold fundamental rights, only constitutional duties. 

o Governors enjoy complete immunity under Article 361 for acts performed in office. 

Constitutional and Political Significance 

 Federal Balance: The case highlights the recurring tension between the Union and States over 

gubernatorial authority, especially in opposition-ruled States. 

 Judicial Clarification: The Court’s decision on whether Governors must act strictly within prescribed 

time limits and on Cabinet advice will shape Centre-State relations. 

 Democratic Norms: Upholding limited gubernatorial discretion reinforces the primacy of elected 

governments over nominated heads. 

Conclusion 

The debate underscores a fundamental question in Indian federalism: whether Governors should act as 

neutral facilitators of the legislative process or as power-centres with independent discretion. Tamil Nadu’s 

argument reaffirms the spirit of parliamentary democracy, where elected representatives are accountable 

to the people. A clear judicial pronouncement restricting “super-CM” tendencies would strengthen 

cooperative federalism and constitutional morality. 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Article 361 of the Indian Constitution deals with: 

(a) Special provisions for certain States 

(b) Immunities of President and Governors 

(c) Functions of the Council of Ministers 

(d) Assent to Bills 

Ans: (b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: "The Governor is a constitutional head and not a ‘super Chief Minister’." In the light of recent judicial 

debates, critically examine the constitutional position and discretion of Governors under Articles 163 and 

200. (250 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Page 06 : GS 2 : Social Justice / Prelims 

The Ministry of Education’s UDISE+ 2024-25 data reveals a sharp decline of 

nearly 25 lakh students in the 3–11 age group, covering pre-primary to Class 5, 

compared to 2023-24. Overall enrolment from Classes 1–12 has also dipped to 

24.69 crore, the lowest since 2018-19. While this reflects demographic shifts such 

as declining fertility rates, the data also provides insights into changing 

educational patterns in India. 

Key Findings 

1. Decline in Early-Stage Enrolments 

o Foundational and preparatory stage enrolment fell from 12.09 

crore (2023-24) to 11.84 crore (2024-25). 

o Primary driver: falling birth rates (India’s TFR = 1.91, below 

replacement level). 

o Migration of children to standalone private pre-primary institutions 

also contributed. 

2. Overall Enrolment Trends 

o Total enrolment across Classes 1–12 fell by 11 lakh in 2024-25. 

o Long-term trend: from 26.3 crore (2012-13) to 24.69 crore now 

(nearly 1.6 crore decline over a decade). 

3. Contrasting Gains in Higher Classes 

o Enrolment in Classes 6–8 rose by 6 lakh and Classes 9–12 by 8 lakh. 

o Indicates better retention and transition rates as children progress 

to higher classes. 

4. Improvement in GER (Gross Enrolment Ratio) 

o Middle level GER: 89.5% → 90.3%. 

o Secondary level GER: 66.5% → 68.5%. 

o Suggests that though absolute enrolments fell, proportion of age-

eligible children in school increased. 

5. Dropout Rates Declining 

o Preparatory stage: 3.7% → 2.3%. 

o Middle school: 5.2% → 3.5%. 

o Secondary school: 10.9% → 8.2%. 

o Indicates greater success in keeping enrolled students within the system. 

Reasons Behind the Decline 

 Demographic Shift: Declining fertility across most states except UP, Bihar, Meghalaya. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Private Pre-Schools: Growing share of early childhood education outside formal school data. 

 Data Methodology: Change in UDISE+ reporting methods post-2022 affecting comparability. 

Implications for Policy 

1. Education Planning & Infrastructure: Falling enrolments in early years may require rationalisation 

of school infrastructure in some states. 

2. Focus on Quality: With fewer children, emphasis must shift towards improving learning outcomes 

and teacher quality. 

3. Pre-Primary Regulation: Need for integration of private standalone pre-schools into formal 

reporting frameworks. 

4. Demographic Dividend: Declining child population signals shrinking future workforce; policy must 

align education with skill development to maintain productivity. 

5. Census Update: Current GER calculations based on outdated 2011 Census—urgent need for fresh 

2026 Census data. 

Conclusion 

The UDISE+ 2024-25 data highlights a paradox: while absolute enrolments are falling due to demographic 

transition, dropout rates are reducing and GER is improving, indicating stronger retention. For India, the 

challenge ahead is less about universal access and more aboutensuring quality education, skill-building, 

and adapting educational policies to a shrinking child population. This turning point in enrolment trends 

must be seen as an opportunity to deepen reforms in school education. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) refers to: 

(a) Percentage of children enrolled in school compared to total population. 

(b) Percentage of eligible school-age children enrolled in education, irrespective of age. 

(c) Percentage of children completing education at a particular level. 

(d) Ratio of teachers to students in a given school year. 

Ans: (b)   

UPSC MainsPractice Question   

Ques : The UDISE+ 2024-25 data shows a decline in school enrolments in the 3–11 age group by nearly 25 

lakh, but also an improvement in Gross Enrolment Ratios and lower dropout rates. Discuss the factors 

behind these trends and their implications for education policy in India. (250 Words) 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Page : 07 : GS 3 : Science & Technology / Prelims 

Recent fake news about a Chinese firm developing a pregnancy robot with an artificial womb reignited 

global debates on futuristic reproductive technologies. While still in the realm of science fiction, scientific 

experiments in artificial wombs, womb transplants, and reproductive medicine are pushing boundaries of 

fertility treatments, raising ethical, medical, and social questions. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Scientific Developments 

1. Artificial Womb Research 

o Cornell University (U.S.): Engineered endometrial tissue, enabling mouse embryos and human 

embryos (up to 14 days) to implant in lab-created wombs. 

o Japan: Prototype artificial wombs used to grow goat foetuses. 

o Australia: Artificial wombs tested successfully with sharks. 

o Current Application: Artificial womb “bio bags” are being developed to support preterm 

babies, mimicking natural amniotic fluid and placenta functions. 

2. Womb Transplantation 

o First successful womb transplant leading to a live birth: Sweden, 2014. 

o Since then: ~135 womb transplants globally, leading to ~65 live births across U.S., China, 

France, Germany, India, Turkiye. 

o India: Galaxy Care Hospital pioneered successful uterine transplants and births. 

3. Stem Cell Experiments 

o Ongoing research to derive eggs and sperm from stem cells, potentially enabling 

reproduction without gametes from biological parents. 

Significance and Implications 

1. Medical Benefits 

o Potential to revolutionize treatment for infertility, especially women without functional 

wombs. 

o Could save lives of extremely premature babies by providing safer gestational support. 

2. Ethical Concerns 

o Blurring lines between natural and artificial reproduction raises moral and religious debates. 

o “Designer babies” and commodification of reproduction may worsen inequalities. 

o Risk of exploitation of women in fertility markets if artificial wombs become commercialized. 

3. Legal and Regulatory Dimensions 

o Current global consensus: embryos cannot be grown in labs beyond 14 days. 

o Womb transplant procedures need strict ethical oversight to ensure donor and recipient 

safety. 

o Future: International laws may be required to regulate artificial wombs and stem-cell derived 

gametes. 

4. Social and Gender Aspects 

o Could redefine parenthood, surrogacy, and women’s reproductive rights. 

o May empower women by reducing medical risks of pregnancy, but also risks sidelining 

natural motherhood. 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Conclusion 

Artificial wombs remain largely in the realm of experimental science, but womb transplants and neonatal 

bio bags are already altering reproductive medicine. While these technologies offer hope for infertility 

treatment and preterm survival, they also bring complex ethical and social challenges. For India, where 

fertility treatments are expanding, the priority should be balanced regulation, ethical safeguards, and 

equitable access to ensure science serves humanity without undermining social justice or dignity. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : Uterus (Womb) Transplantation, recently in news, is primarily aimed at: 

(a) Reducing maternal mortality in India. 

(b) Providing reproductive options for women without a functional uterus. 

(c) Replacing damaged reproductive organs due to cervical cancer. 

(d) Enabling genetic modification of embryos. 

Ans : (b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :Artificial wombs and uterus transplantation represent a frontier in reproductive medicine. Discuss 

their potential benefits and challenges in the Indian context. (150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Page 08 : GS 2 : Social Justice / Prelims 

India’s health-care system is at a turning point. With a population of 1.4 billion, the challenge is two-fold: 

expanding access for underserved populations, and ensuring affordability amid rising costs. The way 

forward lies in a systemic approach—strengthening insurance, leveraging scale, embedding prevention in 

primary care, accelerating digital adoption, ensuring regulatory clarity, and mobilising investment. 

Key Challenges 

1. Low Insurance Penetration 

o Only 15-18% of Indians insured; premium-to-GDP ratio is 3.7%, against the global average of 7%. 

o Current health cover insufficient for outpatient and diagnostic expenses. 

o  



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

2. Inequitable Access 

o Urban India has concentrated infrastructure, while tier-2 and tier-3 cities remain underserved. 

o Despite PM-JAY covering 500 million people, many private hospitals are hesitant to join due to 

reimbursement concerns. 

3. Rising NCD Burden 

o Diabetes, hypertension, and other NCDs are pushing families into catastrophic health expenditure 

despite insurance. 

4. Regulatory and Trust Deficit 

o Delays in claim settlement and lack of transparent processes deter households from buying 

insurance. 

o Environmental factors (pollution, climate risks) are pushing insurers toward higher premiums. 

5. Investment Imbalance 

o $5.5 billion in PE/VC funding in 2023—mostly concentrated in metros; rural and semi-urban India 

underfunded. 

Opportunities and Emerging Solutions 

1. Insurance as Foundation of Affordability 

o Risk pooling via affordable premiums (₹5,000–20,000 for individuals) can shield households 

from financial shocks. 

o Need to expand private hospital participation in government schemes with fair 

reimbursements. 

2. Prevention and Primary Care 

o Shift from reactive to preventive health-care models. 

o Schools, employers, and communities must promote healthier lifestyles to reduce NCD 

burden. 

3. Efficiency and Scale 

o India’s model of high-volume, low-cost quality care (e.g., MRI utilisation, doctor-patient 

ratios) can be replicated in tier-2/3 cities. 

o Expanding Ayushman Bharat Health & Wellness Centres can bridge rural gaps. 

4. Digital Transformation 

o Telemedicine and AI for diagnostics, early detection, and remote consultations. 

o Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission enabling health records portability across states. 

5. Regulation and Trust 

o Stronger role for IRDAI in ensuring fair claims, grievance redressal, and transparent pricing. 

o Confidence in insurance system will drive deeper penetration. 

Way Forward 

 Universal Health Coverage (UHC): Insurance must go beyond hospitalisation to cover everyday 

outpatient and diagnostic needs. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): Expand access by incentivising private sector participation in 

semi-urban and rural areas. 

 Focus on Tier-2/3 Cities: Direct investments towards building hospitals, training specialists, and 

creating local supply chains. 

 Integrated Preventive Strategy: National campaigns to reduce NCD risks, supported by insurance-

linked incentives. 

 Sustainable Financing: Ensure fair reimbursements and long-term viability for providers while 

keeping premiums affordable. 

Conclusion 

India’s health care stands at an inflection point. The next leap requires moving from episodic crisis-

driven care to universal, preventive, and digital-first health care. By combining insurance coverage, 

efficient scale, digital adoption, and preventive health strategies, India can build a system that is not just 

inclusive for 1.4 billion citizens but also a global benchmark for affordable, sustainable care. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: ndia’s health-care system is at an inflection point. Discuss the key challenges in ensuring access and 

affordability, and suggest measures for building an inclusive and sustainable health model. (150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Page 10 : GS 3 : Indian Economy/ Prelims 

On August 27, 2025, the United States imposed steep tariffs of up to 50% on imports from India, severely 

disrupting several labour-intensive export sectors. The move has caused immediate distress in industries 

heavily dependent on the U.S. market, such as shrimp, textiles, jewellery, and carpets, while also creating 

uncertainty for medium-impact sectors like chemicals, metals, and machinery. The development highlights 

both India’s external vulnerability and the urgent need for export diversification. 

 

Majorly Affected Sectors 

 Shrimp: Exports worth $2.4 billion to the U.S., forming 32% of India’s shrimp exports, now face a 

60% tariff (up from 10%). Prices in Andhra Pradesh aquaculture hubs have already fallen by ~20%. 

 Jewellery& Diamonds: With $10 billion exports (40% share to U.S.), tariffs rose from 2.1% to 52.1%. 

Surat’s diamond polishing industry, employing ~12 lakh workers, reports production cuts. 

 Textiles & Apparel: One of the worst hit. Exports worth $10.8 billion, with apparel alone at $5.4 

billion. The U.S. absorbs 35% of India’s apparel exports. Tariffs now stand at 63.9% (up from 13.9%), 

forcing Tiruppur, Noida, Ludhiana, and Bengaluru hubs to scale back. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Carpets: $1.2 billion exports, 58% going to U.S., tariffs hiked from 2.9% to 52.9%. 

 Other sensitive sectors: Handicrafts, leather, furniture, and agricultural products (basmati rice, tea, 

spices, pulses, sesame). 

Moderately Affected Sectors 

 Organic Chemicals: $2.7 billion exports, 13% share to U.S., tariffs now 54%. 

 Metals (steel, aluminium, copper): $4.7 billion exports, 17% U.S. share. Though U.S. is not the 

largest market, SMEs in NCR and eastern foundries face disruption. 

 Machinery & Mechanical Appliances: $6.7 billion exports, 20% U.S. share, facing declining 

demand. 

Government Response 

 Short-term relief: Multi-ministry coordination to provide working capital support, ease logistics, 

and prevent large-scale layoffs. 

 Medium to long term strategy: 

o Export diversification through new trade routes and FTAs. 

o Strengthening domestic demand under the ‘Vocal for Local’ campaign. 

o RBI’s assurance of financial assistance for exporters under stress. 

o Industry engagement to cushion SMEs and labour-intensive clusters. 

Conclusion 

The U.S. tariff hike underscores India’s dependence on a few major markets and the vulnerability of labour-

intensive sectors. While immediate government support is critical to safeguard jobs and livelihoods, the 

episode also highlights the structural need for export diversification, higher domestic value addition, and 

resilient trade strategies. Turning this crisis into an opportunity for building stronger supply chains and 

alternative markets will be key for India’s long-term economic stability. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following sectors: 

1. Shrimp exports  2. Textiles & apparel  3. Jewellery& diamonds 4. Carpets & handicrafts 

Which of the above are labour-intensive sectors severely impacted by recent U.S. tariffs? 

A. 1 and 2 only B. 1, 2 and 3 only  C. 2, 3 and 4 only D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 Ans :  A) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The recent U.S. tariff hikes on Indian exports pose both economic and social challenges.” Discuss the 

major sectors impacted and suggest measures that India can take to mitigate the impact. (250 words) 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

GS. Paper 01- Indian Society 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: “India’s demographic dividend risks turning into a 

demographic time bomb.” Critically analyse this statement in the context of India’s education 

and skill development challenges.(150 words)  



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Context : 

India is home to the world’s largest youth population, with over 800 million people below 35 years of age. 

This demographic dividend has long been projected as India’s growth engine. However, with rapid 

technological disruption led by Artificial Intelligence (AI), a growing mismatch between education and 

industry needs, and widespread underemployment, this potential dividend risks turning into a 

demographic liability or even a “time bomb.” 

Key Analysis 

1. The Skills–Employability Gap 

o India produces millions of graduates annually, yet 40–50% of engineering graduates remain 

unemployed due to lack of job-ready skills. 

o Graduate Skills Index (2025) shows only 43% of Indian graduates are employable. 

o Curriculum update cycles are slow (every 3 years) compared to fast-paced changes in job 

markets. 

2. Impact of AI and Emerging Technologies 

o McKinsey predicts nearly 70% of Indian jobs face automation risk by 2030. 

o WEF estimates 170 million new jobs will be created by AI and new technologies, but 92 

million jobs will be displaced. 

o Without reskilling, youth will be unprepared for future employment. 

3. Structural Challenges in Education and Career Awareness 

o Traditional exam-centric curriculum dominates schools. 

o Mindler Survey (2022): 93% of students know only 7 career options, despite 20,000+ 

possibilities in the economy. 

o Lack of formal career guidance (only 7% students received it). 

4. Policy Gaps and Ineffective Implementation 

o Skill India Mission aimed to train 400 million by 2022 but fell short. 

o Numerous fragmented initiatives (PMKVY, SANKALP, PMYY, JSS etc.) lacked coordination. 

o Need for a cohesive national framework aligning education with industry demands. 

5. Social and Political Risks 

o Rising unemployment among educated youth may lead to frustration and unrest. 

o Historical parallels: Mandal Commission protests of 1990 show the potential for violent 

student-led movements. 

o Unemployable youth could destabilize India’s social contract. 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Way Forward 

 Curriculum Reform: Continuous update cycle aligned with industry and emerging technologies. 

 Early Career Guidance: Integrate career exploration in schools. 

 Public–Private Partnership: Government, industry, and educational institutions must collaborate 

on skilling. 

 Focus on Emerging Sectors: AI, green economy, digital services, healthcare, etc. 

 Strengthen Implementation: Consolidate existing schemes into a single coordinated national 

skilling strategy. 

Conclusion 

India stands at a critical juncture. Its youth can either be the foundation of a global digital powerhouse or a 

ticking time bomb of frustration and unrest. The challenge is not one of numbers but of relevance of skills. 

If India can align its education, technology, and employment strategies, the demographic dividend will be 

an asset; if not, it risks turning into a demographic disaster. The next decade will decide which path India 

takes. 

 

 

 


