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Page 03 : GS 2 : Polity, Governance & Social Justice 

In his year-ending Mann Ki Baat address and subsequent interaction at the Conference of Chief 

Secretaries, Narendra Modi outlined India’s achievements in 2025 and articulated the government’s 

vision for a Viksit Bharat. The emphasis was on youth-led nation-building, next-generation reforms, 

human capital development, and quality-driven growth, reflecting the evolving governance and 

development paradigm of India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes and Analysis 

1. Youth and Human Capital as Growth Engines: The Prime 

Minister repeatedly highlighted India’s demographic dividend 

as the “engine” of reforms. Platforms such as the Viksit Bharat 

Young Leaders Dialogue and Smart India Hackathon were 

presented as institutional mechanisms to channel youth 

innovation into governance. This aligns with UPSC themes of 

demographic dividend, skill development, and participatory 

governance, while also raising questions about inclusivity, regional balance, and long-term 

employability outcomes. 

2. National Security, Science, and Global Standing: References to Operation Sindoor and 

achievements in space, including an Indian reaching the International Space Station, signal India’s 



 

intent to project itself as a secure, technologically capable power. This reflects continuity with India’s 

strategic narrative of security-development linkage and growing global stature. 

3. Culture, Soft Power, and Diaspora Engagement: By invoking milestones such as Vande Mataram 

completing 150 years, the Maha Kumbh, Ram Mandir events, and diaspora initiatives like Kannada 

language teaching in Dubai, the address reinforced cultural nationalism and soft power diplomacy—

important dimensions of India’s international image. 

4. Innovation, Environment, and Sustainability: Initiatives such as solar panel deployment under PM 

Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, cheetah conservation, and the integration of culture with science at Indian 

Institute of Science highlight a narrative of sustainable development blended with innovation. 

However, implementation capacity and ecological trade-offs remain critical concerns. 

5. Governance Reforms and Cooperative Federalism: At the Conference of Chief Secretaries, the 

stress on quality in governance, Zero Defect, Zero Effect, ease of doing business, and States’ proactive 

role reflects the model of cooperative federalism. The push for India as a global manufacturing and 

services hub, alongside agriculture diversification, indicates a holistic development strategy. 

6. Public Health and Social Awareness: The concern over antibiotic resistance, citing ICMR findings, 

signals recognition of non-traditional security threats like public health, and the need for behavioural 

change. 

Conclusion 

Overall, the Prime Minister’s statements project confidence in India’s trajectory towards Viksit Bharat, 

anchored in youth empowerment, reforms, quality governance, and cultural self-confidence.  

 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question 

Ques: “Human capital is the primary engine of India’s next-generation reforms.” Examine this 

statement in the context of India’s demographic profile and governance priorities. (150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 06 : Prelims Exam 

The passing away of S. Krishnaswamy, an internationally acclaimed documentary and television 

filmmaker, marks the end of a significant chapter in India’s non-fiction cinema.  

 

Key Points Relevant for Prelims 

1. Personal Background 

 Born on July 15, 1937, in Chennai (then Madras). 

 Son of K. Subrahmanyam, a pioneering filmmaker, and Meenakshi Subrahmanyam, a noted 

lyricist. 

 Studied Mass Communications (Documentary Films) at Columbia University, USA (1960). 

 Founded Krishnaswamy Associates in 1963. 

2. Landmark Contribution to Documentary Cinema 

 Magnum opus: Indus Valley to Indira Gandhi (1976) 

o Four-hour documentary covering 5,000 years of Indian history. 

o Shot across 100 locations in India. 

o International distribution rights acquired by Warner Brothers (important factual point). 

3. Major Works (Selective) 

 Unknown Freedom Fighters (1978) 

 Rajaji (1979) 

 Kamaraj (1981) 

 With Apologies to Tagore (1987) – noted for use of animation and satire 

 Jaya Jaya Sankara (1991) – on Kanchi Math 

 Reality Behind Religion (1992) – interfaith harmony 



 

 Who Loses When India Wins (2006) – electoral reforms 

 Political biographies including films on M.G. Ramachandran, R. Venkataraman, and C. 

Subramaniam 

4. International and Strategic Themes 

 Documentaries on Punjab and Sri Lanka conflicts in the 1980s, highlighting Indian defence 

forces. 

 Engagement with themes of national integration, democracy, religion, and governance. 

5. Books and Intellectual Contribution 

 Author of Voyages Retraced: India’s Influence in East Asia (2025) 

o Focus on ancient India–Southeast Asia cultural links (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand). 

o Relevant to Indian cultural diffusion, maritime history, and soft power. 

 Co-authored Indian Film with Erik Barnouw. 

 Anecdotal association with Satyajit Ray during the filming of Kanchenjunga. 

6. Awards and Honours 

 Padma Shri (2009) 

 Dr. V. Shantaram Lifetime Achievement Award (2020) – Mumbai International Film Festival 

 Honor Summus Award, Watumull Foundation, Hawaii (1987) 

 Lifetime Achievement Award, U.S. International Film & Video Festival, Los Angeles (2005) 

Conclusion 

S. Krishnaswamy’s life and work exemplify the role of documentary cinema as a tool for historical 

narration, cultural diplomacy, and democratic discourse. For UPSC Prelims, the news is significant not 

for opinion-based analysis, but for static facts linked with awards, films, books, and India’s cultural 

outreach, making it a high-value current affairs input. 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques : The documentary Indus Valley to Indira Gandhi is significant because: 

1. It covered nearly 5,000 years of Indian history. 

2. It was shot across more than 100 locations in India. 

3. Its international distribution rights were acquired by Warner Brothers. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 1 and 3 only  (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 



 

Page 07 : GS 3 : Science and Tech / Prelims Exam 

Indian astronomers, using data from the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST), have discovered an 

unusually well-formed spiral galaxy named Alaknanda, dating back to when the universe was only 

about 1.5 billion years old (z ≈ 4). Published in Astronomy & Astrophysics, the finding challenges 

prevailing theories of galaxy formation, which suggest that such mature spiral structures require several 

billion years to evolve. 

 

Why is Alaknanda Significant? 

Challenge to Standard Galaxy Formation Models 

o Current cosmological models predict that early galaxies were irregular and turbulent due 

to frequent mergers. 

o The presence of a stable disk with symmetric spiral arms so early in cosmic history 

contradicts these expectations. 

Implications for Astrophysical Processes 

o Two competing explanations emerge: 



 

Cold gas accretion model: Continuous inflow of cold gas allowed rapid disk 

stabilisation and density waves. 

Interaction/merger model: A minor merger may have triggered spiral arms. 

Both scenarios imply that existing simulations underestimate the speed of disk settling. 

Role of Advanced Observation Technology 

o JWST’s infrared sensitivity enabled detection of faint, high-redshift structures previously 

inaccessible. 

o The study relied on photometric analysis, supported by multiple independent redshift 

estimates, strengthening reliability. 

Scientific Value of Model–Observation Mismatch 

o Discrepancies between simulations and observations help refine theoretical “ingredients” 

such as feedback processes, gas dynamics, and dark matter interactions. 

o As experts note, such anomalies are scientifically productive rather than problematic. 

India’s Growing Footprint in Astronomy 

 The discovery highlights India’s emerging role in frontline astrophysics, despite constraints like 

limited funding and a smaller research workforce. 

 India is pursuing a dual strategy: 

o Developing domestic infrastructure (e.g., large optical telescopes in Hanle). 

o Participating in global collaborations such as Square Kilometre Array (SKA) and LIGO, and 

proposing follow-up studies using facilities like Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter 

Array (ALMA). 

Conclusion 

The discovery of Alaknanda underscores how next-generation observatories like JWST are reshaping 

our understanding of the early universe. By revealing a mature spiral galaxy far earlier than expected, 

it compels scientists to revisit existing galaxy formation models. Beyond its astrophysical importance, 

the finding also signals India’s increasing engagement with high-impact global science, reinforcing the 

need for sustained investment in research infrastructure and international collaboration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC Prelims  Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the recently discovered galaxy ‘Alaknanda’, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Alaknanda is a well-developed spiral galaxy observed at a redshift of around z ≈ 4. 

2. Its discovery was made using spectroscopic data from ground-based optical telescopes. 

3. The galaxy formed when the universe was roughly 1.5 billion years old. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans : a)  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: How has the James Webb Space Telescope transformed the study of early galaxy evolution? 

Illustrate your answer with reference to the discovery of Alaknanda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 10 : GS 2 : Indian Polity / Prelims  Exam 

The increasing dominance of digital platforms in electoral campaigning has exposed regulatory blind 

spots in India’s election framework. An analysis of digital political advertisements during the Bihar 

Assembly election highlights that third-party actors—such as campaign firms, influencers, and interest 

groups—often outspend official political parties and candidates while achieving significantly higher 

visibility. This trend challenges the effectiveness of existing rules enforced by the Election Commission 

of India (ECI) under the Representation of the People Act, 1951, raising serious concerns about 

transparency, accountability, and fairness in digital democracy. 

 

Key Issues Highlighted 

Regulatory Focus on Outdated Stakeholders 

o Current election regulations primarily address political parties and candidates, while 

electoral influence increasingly flows through third-party digital intermediaries. 



 

o Although ECI advisories mandate pre-certification of political advertisements, they 

inadequately cover the broader ecosystem shaping voter behaviour online. 

Disproportionate Influence of Third-Party Actors 

o Data from Meta Ads Library shows that third-party advertisers not only match party 

spending but generate far higher impressions per rupee spent, indicating superior 

campaign efficiency. 

o This implies that communicative power in digital elections is shifting away from formally 

accountable actors. 

Accountability and Campaign Finance Gaps 

o Third-party funding of advertisements on official party pages may not appear in party 

expenditure statements submitted to the ECI. 

o Parties are required to disclose what they spend, but not what others spend on their 

behalf, enabling opaque financial flows and potential circumvention of expenditure 

limits. 

Judicial Standards vs Regulatory Practice 

o In Secretary, Ministry of I&B v. M/s Gemini TV, the Supreme Court held that no individual 

or entity may publish advertisements benefiting or harming a political party or candidate. 

o However, ECI guidelines have not been effectively extended to third-party digital 

campaigners, many of whom continued campaigning even during polling periods. 

Temporal Mismatch in Regulation 

o Digital influence accumulates months before polling, while regulatory controls activate 

largely in the immediate pre-poll window. 

o This delayed intervention fails to address sustained exposure and long-term opinion 

shaping. 

Implications for Democracy and Governance 

Erosion of Electoral Fairness: Unequal reach and hidden funding distort the level playing field. 

Weak Transparency: Incomplete disclosure undermines voter trust and informed choice. 

Regulatory Lag: Institutions struggle to adapt to platform-driven political persuasion. 

Way Forward 

 Expand the definition of electoral stakeholders to formally include third-party digital actors. 

 Mandate end-to-end disclosure of digital campaign financing, including spending done on 

behalf of parties. 

 Extend pre-certification and silence-period norms to digital platforms, not just print or 

traditional media. 



 

 Develop a continuous, technology-aware regulatory framework rather than last-minute 

controls. 

Conclusion 

The Bihar Assembly election case study demonstrates that India’s election regulation is misaligned with 

the realities of digital campaigning. As political influence increasingly operates through third-party 

intermediaries and sustained online exposure, limiting oversight to parties and candidates alone 

creates an accountability vacuum. For a credible and fair digital democracy, electoral regulation must 

evolve in scope, timing, and substance—moving from reactive advisories to a comprehensive 

framework that matches the scale and sophistication of modern political persuasion. 

 

UPSC Prelims  Exam Practice Question   

Ques : With reference to regulation of political advertisements in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Section 77 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 mandates disclosure of election 

expenditure only by candidates, not by political parties. 

2. The Election Commission of India requires pre-certification of political advertisements by the Media 

Certification and Monitoring Committee (MCMC). 

3 .Digital political advertisements by third-party actors are comprehensively regulated under existing 

Election Commission guidelines. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques : How does data-driven digital campaigning challenge the principles of free and fair elections? 

Suggest regulatory and technological measures to address these challenges. (250 words) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 11 : GS 3 : Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 

Rare-earth elements (REEs), a group of 17 metallic elements including the lanthanides along with 

scandium and yttrium, have emerged as strategic resources in the 21st century. Although not truly 

“rare” in terms of crustal abundance, their difficult extraction, complex separation processes, and 

indispensable role in clean energy and high-technology sectors have made them central to 

contemporary geopolitical and economic debates. 

 



 

What makes rare-earth elements important? 

Rare-earth elements possess unique magnetic, optical, and electronic properties arising mainly 

from their partially filled 4f electron shell. These properties make them critical for: 

 Permanent magnets (e.g., neodymium–iron–boron magnets) used in electric vehicles, wind 

turbines, robotics, and defence systems. 

 Green technologies, including renewable energy systems, energy-efficient motors, and batteries 

(indirectly). 

 Optics and electronics, such as lasers, fibre-optic communication, LEDs, and smartphone 

components. 

 Strategic and defence applications, including precision-guided munitions and radar systems. 

 Thus, REEs form the backbone of the global energy transition and digital economy. 

Why are they difficult to produce? 

 The challenge with rare-earths lies not in mining alone but in midstream processing: 

Low concentration and co-occurrence: REEs are dispersed in low concentrations and usually 

occur together in minerals like bastnäsite and monazite. 

Complex separation: Since most rare-earth ions have similar chemical behaviour, their separation 

requires multi-stage solvent extraction, which is capital-intensive, energy-consuming, and 

environmentally sensitive. 

Environmental concerns: Some ores are associated with radioactive elements such as thorium and 

uranium, raising concerns related to waste management and ecological damage. 

As a result, countries with reserves but without processing capabilities remain dependent on external 

suppliers. 

China’s dominance and global implications 

 China dominates the global rare-earth value chain, especially in refining and magnet 

manufacturing, controlling the vast majority of separation capacity and downstream production. 

This dominance has strategic implications: 

 Supply chain vulnerabilities for countries pursuing renewable energy and electric mobility. 

 Use of rare-earths as a geopolitical leverage, similar to energy resources. 

 Renewed focus among countries like the U.S., Japan, Australia, and India on building domestic 

refining and processing ecosystems, not just mining. 

 Recent initiatives, such as Japan’s plan to extract rare-earth-rich seabed mud, reflect attempts 

to diversify supply sources. 

 

 



 

Relevance for India 

India possesses substantial rare-earth reserves, particularly in monazite-rich coastal sands, but lags in 

large-scale separation and value-added manufacturing. Strengthening this sector aligns with: 

Atmanirbhar Bharat 

 Clean energy targets 

 Strategic autonomy in critical minerals 

Conclusion 

Rare-earth elements are not merely industrial inputs but strategic enablers of the green and digital 

future. The global scramble for rare-earths underscores a shift from resource availability to processing 

capability and technological sophistication. For India and other emerging economies, investing in 

refining, environmental safeguards, and downstream manufacturing will be crucial to secure supply 

chains and achieve long-term economic and strategic resilience. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques : With reference to regulation of political advertisements in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Section 77 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 mandates disclosure of election 

expenditure only by candidates, not by political parties. 

2. The Election Commission of India requires pre-certification of political advertisements by the Media 

Certification and Monitoring Committee (MCMC). 

3. Digital political advertisements by third-party actors are comprehensively regulated under existing 

Election Commission guidelines. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques : How does data-driven digital campaigning challenge the principles of free and fair elections? 

Suggest regulatory and technological measures to address these challenges. (250 words) 

 

 



 

Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context :  

Relations between India and Iran are not confined to conventional state-to-state diplomacy. They are 

rooted in deep civilisational linkages that date back to the early Indo-Iranian cultural continuum. In the 

contemporary geopolitical context marked by multipolarity, supply-chain disruptions, and regional 

instability in West Asia, these historical ties are acquiring renewed strategic relevance. 

 

 

GS Paper 2 : International Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question :  In a multipolar world order, middle powers require 

flexible partnerships rather than rigid alliances. Discuss this statement in the context 

of India–Iran relations. (150 words) 



 

Civilisational and cultural foundations 

 India–Iran relations are underpinned by shared linguistic, religious, and cultural traditions. The 

close resemblance between the Rigveda and the Avesta reflects a common Indo-Iranian 

heritage. Over centuries, Persian language and culture flourished in the Indian subcontinent, 

shaping administration, diplomacy, literature, and art. 

 The emergence of Sabk-e-Hindi (Indian Style) in Persian literature exemplifies this cultural 

synthesis, with figures like Bedil Dehlavi symbolising intellectual exchange rather than one-sided 

influence. This enduring cultural familiarity has created a reservoir of trust that distinguishes 

India–Iran ties from purely interest-based partnerships. 

Strategic and economic drivers in the modern era 

1. Energy security 

 Iran possesses some of the world’s largest oil and natural gas reserves, making it a natural 

partner for India’s long-term energy requirements. Although sanctions have constrained direct 

energy trade, Iran continues to figure prominently in India’s strategic energy calculus. 

2. Connectivity and geoeconomics 

 The most significant contemporary pillar of cooperation is connectivity. India’s involvement in 

Chabahar Port provides it access to Afghanistan, Central Asia, and beyond, bypassing Pakistan. 

Chabahar complements India’s broader Eurasian outreach through the International North-

South Transport Corridor (INSTC), which is shorter and more cost-effective than the Suez Canal 

route. 

 This connectivity vision enhances: 

 India’s trade competitiveness in Eurasia 

 Iran’s role as a regional transit hub 

 Strategic balance in West and Central Asia 

3. Security cooperation 

 Both countries face threats from extremism, terrorism, and regional instability in West and South 

Asia. While cooperation remains discreet, shared security concerns provide a silent but stable 

foundation for bilateral engagement. 

Constraints and challenges 

 Despite complementarities, relations have faced disruptions due to: 

 Third-party pressures, particularly sanctions regimes 

 Limitations on financial transactions and insurance 

 Reduced people-to-people and commercial exchanges 



 

 India has adopted a calibrated approach, balancing strategic autonomy with global diplomatic 

commitments. The article highlights the need for alternative financial mechanisms, such as local 

currency trade, to reduce vulnerability to external constraints. 

Future areas of cooperation 

 To move beyond an oil-centric relationship, diversification is essential: 

 Information technology and digital services (India’s strength) 

 Nanotechnology, pharmaceuticals, and medical sciences (Iran’s emerging capabilities) 

 Knowledge-based and innovation-driven sectors, aligning with both countries’ developmental 

priorities 

 Such cooperation can shift the relationship from transactional to structural and future-oriented. 

Conclusion 

India–Iran relations represent a rare convergence of civilisational depth and strategic logic. As both 

countries navigate a multipolar world order, cooperation in energy, connectivity, counterterrorism, and 

technology can transform historical goodwill into a resilient strategic partnership. On the 75th 

anniversary of diplomatic relations, India and Iran have an opportunity to anchor regional stability in 

West Asia while advancing their own national interests—demonstrating how ancient civilisational ties 

can meaningfully shape modern geopolitics. 

 

 

 

 

 


