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Page 01:GS 2 : International Relations 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's five-nation visit—covering Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago, Argentina, 

Namibia, and Brazil (for BRICS Summit)—is aimed at strengthening India's engagement with the Global 

South, enhancing strategic partnerships, and fostering a multipolar world order through platforms like 

BRICS. 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Context and Significance 

 Global South Focus: India has been advocating the cause of the Global South—developing and 

underrepresented nations in global governance. This visit reinforces India’s leadership aspirations in 

this bloc. 

 BRICS Summit in Brazil: BRICS is emerging as a strategic coalition of emerging economies seeking 

alternatives to Western-dominated institutions like the IMF and World Bank. 

 Multipolar World Order: PM Modi’s emphasis on a "balanced multipolar world" challenges the 

unipolar/hegemonic dominance and seeks a just international system rooted in equality, democracy, 

and peace. 

 Bilateral Strengthening: The visit involves substantive bilateral talks in Africa and Latin America, 

regions critical for India's energy security, trade, and geopolitical outreach. 

Major Highlights 

 BRICS and India’s Strategic Role 

o India sees BRICS as a "vital platform for emerging economies". 

o The summit could strengthen cooperation in finance, digital infrastructure, global governance 

reforms, and South-South cooperation. 

o Reinforces calls for UN Security Council reform, equitable global decision-making, and de-

dollarization initiatives. 

 India–Africa Relations (Ghana & Namibia) 

o Ghana is a member of AU and ECOWAS, strategic for pan-African outreach. 

o Talks on vaccine production, energy, capacity building, and investment—part of India's 

Africa-centric development model. 

o In Namibia, PM will address its Parliament—boosting political goodwill and historic ties (e.g., 

India’s support to SWAPO during anti-colonial struggle). 

 India–Latin America and Caribbean Ties (Argentina & Trinidad and Tobago) 

o Cultural and diaspora linkages with Trinidad and Tobago; PM to receive highest state honour. 

o India aims to expand trade and diplomatic outreach in Argentina, a G20 member and major 

agricultural power. 

o The region is essential for India’s diversification of trade partners and food-energy security. 

Strategic Implications for India 

1. Leadership in Global South 

o Positions India as a credible voice for developing countries. 

o Enhances India’s soft power and developmental diplomacy via health, technology, and 

education cooperation. 

2. Multipolarity and Strategic Autonomy 

o Promotes a world order that is not Western-centric. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

o Strengthens India's push for reformed multilateralism, BRICS New Development Bank, and 

currency cooperation. 

3. Geopolitical Outreach 

o Reinforces India’s Africa and Latin America engagement, which have been relatively 

underutilized. 

o Diversifies India’s global partnerships amid evolving geopolitics (e.g., US-China rivalry). 

Challenges and Considerations 

 China's Role in BRICS: China may attempt to dominate the BRICS agenda; India must assertively 

preserve its own strategic space. 

 Diplomatic Bandwidth: Engaging multiple new partners simultaneously requires robust follow-up 

mechanisms. 

 Geoeconomics: Translating diplomatic ties into trade and investment gains remains a persistent 

challenge. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: India’s engagement with the Global South reflects a shift from regional leadership to global 

statesmanship.” In light of PM Modi’s recent five-nation tour, critically examine this statement.(250 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Page : 06 :GS 2 : Social Justice 

The Union Health Ministry, backed by ICMR and AIIMS studies, has confirmed no direct link between 

COVID-19 vaccination and sudden unexplained deaths, particularly among young adults (18–45 years). 

Studies highlighted genetic, lifestyle, post-COVID, and pre-existing health conditions as possible 

contributors instead. 

 

Key Highlights of the Issue 

 Government Response: 

The Health Ministry clarified that vaccine-related fear is not grounded in evidence. Both 

retrospective and prospective studies were conducted to examine the cause of sudden deaths. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Study Details: 

1. ICMR-NIE Study: 

Retrospective, multicentric case–control study at 47 tertiary care hospitals across 19 states 

(May–August 2023). 

 Finding: No link between vaccination and sudden deaths. 

2. AIIMS-ICMR Study (Ongoing): 

Prospective study focusing on determining causes of sudden death. 

  Finding: Myocardial infarction (heart attack) is the leading cause, not vaccines. 

 Risk Factors Identified: 

▪ Genetic mutations 

▪ Post-COVID-19 complications 

▪ Pre-existing medical conditions 

▪ Unhealthy lifestyle practices (diet, smoking, lack of physical activity) 

Implications for Public Health Policy 

1. Vaccine Confidence and Hesitancy 

 Misleading narratives associating vaccines with sudden deaths can reduce public trust in vaccination 

programs. 

 Vaccine hesitancy could hinder immunisation drives and pandemic preparedness. 

2. Importance of Evidence-Based Communication 

 Reinforces the need for transparent, scientific communication from credible institutions (ICMR, 

AIIMS, NCDC). 

 Helps counter misinformation on social media and prevent panic-based policy responses. 

3. Strengthening Epidemiological Surveillance 

 India’s move to launch nationwide case–control and prospective studies shows growing institutional 

capacity for real-time public health investigation. 

 Sets an example for other developing nations. 

4. Role of Institutions 

 Highlights the critical function of apex health institutions like ICMR, AIIMS, and NCDC in: 

o Post-vaccine surveillance 

o Public risk communication 

o Policy feedback for immunisation and health strategies 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Challenges Highlighted 

 Misinformation and Public Trust Deficit: False correlations (e.g., between vaccines and death) can 

cause vaccine refusal and distrust in government health campaigns. 

 Need for Genetic and Lifestyle Screening: A large number of deaths among seemingly healthy adults 

indicate a gap in preventive health and early diagnosis mechanisms. 

 Media Accountability: Amplification of unverified claims can seriously affect public perception and 

undermine years of public health efforts. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques:Scientific communication and trust in public health institutions are key to effective pandemic 

response. In the context of vaccine misinformation and sudden deaths in India, critically examine this 

statement.(250 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Page 06 : Prelims Pointer 

ISRO has announced that the Axiom-4 (Ax-04) mission, featuring Indian Air Force Group Captain 

Shubhanshu Shukla, will provide critical experiential data for India’s indigenous human spaceflight mission 

— Gaganyaan. This mission also showcases India’s cultural heritage by sending Indian handicrafts to space. 

 

Why It Matters: Strategic Relevance of Axiom-4 for Gaganyaan 

1. Capacity Building for Human Spaceflight 

o First direct crew experience by an Indian astronaut aboard the International Space Station 

(ISS). 

o Hands-on lessons in: 

 International crew collaboration 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Health monitoring & psychological preparedness 

 Microgravity experiment execution 

 Communication with ground control 

2. Feedback Loop for Gaganyaan Design and Execution 

o Will help validate: 

 Astronaut training modules 

 Safety systems and emergency protocols 

 Mission simulation procedures 

o Bridges gap between Indian simulation-based training and actual international space 

operations. 

Cultural Diplomacy in Space 

 Indian handicrafts curated by students of NID Ahmedabad being carried to ISS: 

o Representing India’s artistic legacy, regional diversity, and traditional craftsmanship. 

o Promotes soft power and cultural identity in global scientific domains. 

o Acts as “cultural ambassadors in orbit”. 

Wider Implications 

For Space Technology & Diplomacy: 

 Enhances India’s standing in global human spaceflight programs. 

 Fosters ISRO–NASA/Axiom collaboration and technical exchange. 

 Establishes India as an aspiring human spaceflight nation beyond satellite launches. 

For Science & Public Engagement: 

 Sparks youth interest in STEM through real astronaut involvement. 

 Connects science with culture, showing how tradition and innovation can co-exist. 

For Cultural Promotion: 

 Expands India’s soft power in space diplomacy by showcasing handicrafts on a global stage. 

 Pays tribute to artisans and India’s intangible cultural heritage. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Technical complexity of Gaganyaan – Safety systems, re-entry mechanisms, and life-support tech 

must be perfected. 

 Training ecosystem – Needs robust astronaut training infrastructure in India. 

 Budget and timeline management – Delays must be minimized to maintain credibility. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question  

Ques: India’s participation in international space missions like Axiom-4 is a strategic milestone towards 

self-reliance in human spaceflight.” Discuss in the context of the Gaganyaan mission. 

Page 07 : GS 3 : Science and Technology 

A groundbreaking genetic study has revealed that the Sinhalese people of Sri Lanka share a close genetic 

relationship with South Indian Dravidian-speaking populations and Sri Lanka’s Adivasi (Indigenous) 

communities. The research, based on whole-genome sequencing, challenges older assumptions about 

Northern Indian ancestry and supports a Southern Indian origin of the Sinhalese gene pool, dating back 

around 3,000 years. 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Key Findings of the Study 

1. Southern Indian Genetic Affinity: 

o Sinhalese and Sri Lankan Adivasis show highest genetic similarity with Dravidian-speaking 

South Indian populations. 

o Genetic profile matches ASI (Ancestral South Indian) ancestry more than ANI (Ancestral North 

Indian). 

2. Timeline of Migration: 

o Sinhalese genetic pool formation: ~3,000 years ago. 

o Matches the chronicles that record Sinhalese migration to Sri Lanka around 500 BCE. 

3. Cultural-Linguistic Discordance: 

o Despite speaking an Indo-European language (Sinhala), Sinhalese carry South Indian-type 

genes. 

o Hypothesis: Language may have been introduced by a small elite group, without significant 

genetic imprint. 

4. Adivasi Insights: 

o Two Adivasi clans (Coastal & Interior) show: 

 Higher ancient hunter-gatherer ancestry 

 Genetic endogamy and lower population diversity 

 Geographically separated evolution, explaining genetic divergence 

5. Sri Lankan Tamils & Adivasis: 

o Also share genetic similarities, supporting common South Indian ancestry and historical 

intermixing. 

Critical Implications of the Study 

1. Rewriting Historical Assumptions 

 Previous belief: Sinhalese migrated from northern India (based on linguistic affiliation). 

 New evidence: Genetic structure aligns more with southern India. 

 Highlights how linguistic and genetic evolution are not always congruent. 

2. India–Sri Lanka Cultural Ties 

 Strengthens the theory of millennia-old South Indian migration to Sri Lanka. 

 Supports deep civilizational connections across Palk Strait. 

3. Scientific Advancement 

 First high-resolution genome sequencing of Sinhalese and Adivasi populations. 

 Shows power of genomics in rewriting migratory histories. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

4. Protection of Indigenous Knowledge 

 Adivasi clans reflect unique ancestral genetic signatures, lower diversity due to endogamy. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: The population history of South Asia is a complex interplay of migrations, cultural shifts, and 

biological mixing. In light of recent genomic studies, discuss the relevance of this statement in the context 

of Sri Lanka.(250 Words) 

Page : 09: GS 3 : Indian Economy 

Despite formal recognition in policies and schemes, gig and platform workers remain statistically invisible 

in India’s primary labour survey — the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS). The 2025 PLFS has not yet 

introduced any classification mechanism that accurately identifies and tracks gig work, thus limiting the 

efficacy of policy implementation and social protection. 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Key Concepts & Definitions 

 Gig Worker (Code on Social Security, 2020):Someone earning through work outside of a 

traditional employer-employee relationship. 

 Platform Worker:Engages in work via digital platforms to offer services or solve tasks — e.g., 

Swiggy, Uber, Urban Company. 

 PLFS (Periodic Labour Force Survey):India’s primary labour data source, used for employment 

trend analysis and policy formulation. 

Major Issues Highlighted 

1. Inadequate Labour Classification 

 Gig workers are lumped into vague categories like "self-employed", "own-account workers", or 

"casual labour". 

 Unique conditions of gig work — like multiple jobs, task-based work, algorithmic management, lack 

of contract/safety — are not captured. 

2. Policy–Data Disconnect 

 Laws and schemes (e.g. Social Security Code 2020, e-Shram portal, Ayushman Bharat) aim to include 

gig workers. 

 But PLFS lacks distinct codes, causing gig workers to fall outside the data net, making inclusion in 

welfare schemes inconsistent. 

3. Structural Blind Spots in PLFS 

 PLFS considers all paid activities as “economic activity” but doesn’t: 

o Ask about platform work. 

o Capture multiple app-based roles. 

o Consider algorithmic control or absence of employer accountability. 

4. Recognition without Representation 

 Despite policy attention, gig workers are not visible in datasets, making their rights and protections 

hard to monitor. 

Way Forward / Recommendations 

1. Update PLFS Survey Design 

o Introduce specific classification codes for gig and platform workers. 

o Capture multi-platform income, algorithmic control, contract status, and benefit coverage. 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

2. Develop a Gig Work Module 

o Standalone or embedded module in PLFS or Time Use Survey to capture the diverse nature of 

platform-based work. 

3. Data–Policy Synergy 

o Use e-Shram data + PLFS upgrades to map gig economy size, vulnerability, and trends in 

real-time. 

4. Inter-Ministerial Coordination 

o Labour Ministry, MoSPI, NITI Aayog, and State Labour Boards must coordinate on a unified 

data framework. 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques:Recognition without representation undermines the purpose of social protection.” Examine this 

statement in the context of gig and platform workers in India.(250 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 02  International Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: India’s development partnership model is emerging 

as an alternative to traditional North-dominated development assistance." Discuss 

in light of India’s engagement with the Global South and the concept of Triangular 

Cooperation. (250 words)  



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

Context : 

In the backdrop of shifting global geopolitics and economic instability, India’s evolving development 

cooperation with the Global South signifies a strategic recalibration in international development finance. 

As traditional sources of Official Development Assistance (ODA) contract, India's role as a responsible 

development partner is expanding through alternative mechanisms like concessional finance, capacity 

building, and triangular cooperation (TrC). Prime Minister Modi’s articulation of a Global Development 

Compact at the Voice of Global South Summit (2024) marks a vision for inclusive, collaborative, and 

balanced development partnerships. 

India’s Development Cooperation: Expanding Modalities 

 India’s development finance to the Global South has grown significantly—from $3 billion in 2010–11 

to nearly $7 billion in 2023–24. 

 Key instruments include: 

o Lines of Credit (LoCs) under the IDEAS scheme. 

o Capacity-building programmes through the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(ITEC). 

o Technology transfer and duty-free market access for least-developed countries (LDCs). 

However, the Ministry of Finance’s caution against over-reliance on LoCs due to rising global debt distress 

indicates the need to diversify engagement mechanisms. 

Global Context: Declining ODA and Rising Debt Crisis 

 Global ODA has seen a sharp decline, with proposed reductions of nearly 45%, from $214 billion in 

2023 to $97 billion. 

 Traditional aid agencies like USAID and FCDO are facing institutional weakening. 

 Simultaneously, developing countries are caught in a debt trap, with borrowing becoming costlier 

and financial predictability declining due to global crises, including COVID-19. 

These developments are severely impacting the ability of least developed countries to achieve Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs)—where the investment gap has risen from $2.5 trillion (2015) to over $4 trillion 

(2024). 

Triangular Cooperation: The New Paradigm 

 Triangular Cooperation (TrC) combines: 

o A donor from the Global North (e.g., Japan, Germany), 

o A pivotal country from the Global South (e.g., India, Brazil), 

o A partner country (e.g., Ghana, Mozambique, Peru). 



                        
 
 
 

 
 

 

 TrC promotes: 

o Shared learning, 

o Tailored local solutions, 

o Cost-effective delivery, 

o Mutual respect between North and South. 

Examples: 

 India-Germany Joint Declaration (2022) for TrC projects in Africa and Latin America. 

 Projects in Cameroon, Ghana, Malawi, and Peru. 

 Partnerships like the Global Innovation Partnership (GIP) with the U.K. support scalable innovations. 

Strategic Significance for India 

 Leadership role in the Global South through platforms like Voice of Global South Summit, BRICS, 

and G-20. 

 A balanced approach to development financing, moving beyond credit lines to: 

o Grants, technical aid, and market access. 

o Collaborative development with third-party nations. 

 Potential to counterbalance China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) through transparent and demand-

driven models of development. 

Conclusion 

Rephrasing global development finance requires moving away from debt-heavy, donor-recipient 

relationships to more equitable and multilateral cooperation. India, by embracing triangular cooperation 

and a broader development compact, is reshaping South-South collaboration in a more resilient, inclusive, 

and sustainable manner. In an era of diminishing ODA and rising debt vulnerability, India’s model offers a 

blueprint for developmental diplomacy that is both pragmatic and principled. 

 

 

 

 

 


