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Page 01 : GS 3 : Science and Tech / Prelims 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched GSAT-7R (CMS-03) — India’s 

heaviest indigenously built communication satellite — aboard LVM3-M5 from Sriharikota. Designed 

to enhance the Indian Navy’s communication and surveillance capabilities, the mission marks a 

significant leap in India’s defence and space self-reliance. 

Key Analysis 

1. Technological Significance 

o Weighing around 4,400 kg, GSAT-7R is the 

heaviest communication satellite launched from 

Indian soil. 

o It showcases the LVM3’s proven capacity to 

handle four-tonne-plus payloads to 

geosynchronous transfer orbit (GTO), reinforcing 

India’s capacity for heavy-lift launches without 

foreign assistance. 

o The satellite’s advanced payload includes multi-

band transponders supporting secure voice, 

data, and video links for naval operations. 

2. Strategic and Security Dimensions 

o GSAT-7R is part of the GSAT-7 series, following 

GSAT-7 (Rukmini) and GSAT-7A, which serve the 

Navy and Air Force respectively. 

o It will strengthen network-centric warfare, 

enhancing connectivity among ships, 

submarines, aircraft, and Maritime Operation 

Centres across the Indian Ocean Region. 

o The system enhances Maritime Domain 

Awareness (MDA) — crucial amid growing 

strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific. 

3. Boost to Self-Reliance and Aatmanirbhar Bharat 

o The mission underscores India’s indigenous capability in satellite design, payload 

development, and launch infrastructure. 

o It reduces reliance on foreign launch vehicles and supports the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ 

vision in the space and defence sectors. 

o The LVM3’s performance also feeds directly into ISRO’s Gaganyaan programme, India’s 

first human spaceflight mission. 



 

4. Economic and Institutional Impact 

o The mission strengthens India’s dual-use space assets — promoting both civilian and 

defence applications. 

o It reflects the growing synergy between ISRO and the armed forces, as well as India’s 

transition toward a self-sustaining space ecosystem involving public and private players. 

Conclusion 

The successful launch of GSAT-7R marks a milestone in India’s march toward strategic autonomy and 

technological advancement. By enhancing maritime communication, surveillance, and security, it 

reinforces India’s position as a credible regional power and a self-reliant spacefaring nation. The 

mission not only strengthens the Indian Navy’s operational readiness but also showcases ISRO’s 

expanding role in supporting national defence and space ambitions. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques: With reference to the GSAT-7R satellite, consider the following statements: 

1. GSAT-7R is India’s first communication satellite designed exclusively for the Indian Army. 

2. It was launched aboard the LVM3 launch vehicle from Sriharikota. 

3. The satellite will enhance maritime communication and surveillance for the Indian Navy. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: The launch of GSAT-7R marks a milestone in India’s pursuit of self-reliance in defence and space 

technology. Discuss the significance of this mission for India’s maritime security and strategic 

autonomy. (150 Words)  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 06 : GS 2 : Indian Polity / Prelims 

Leh district in Ladakh has entered a politically sensitive phase as the five-year term of the Ladakh 

Autonomous Hill Development Council (LAHDC), Leh, ended on October 31, 2025. With no fresh 

elections announced yet, the region is currently without any elected representatives, barring its lone 

Member of Parliament, Mohammad Haneefa. The delay in elections is linked to ongoing talks between 

civil society groups and the Union Government over Ladakh’s constitutional and administrative status. 

Background and Context 

After the bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir in 

2019, Ladakh was made a Union Territory (UT) 

without a legislative assembly. Governance in 

the region is carried out primarily through two 

autonomous hill development councils — one 

each in Leh and Kargil — formed under the 

LAHDC Act, 1997. 

The LAHDC, Leh, plays a key role in planning 

and executing development activities across 40 

functional areas, with councillors receiving 

individual development funds. The council’s 

absence, therefore, creates an administrative 

vacuum, particularly in remote and border areas 

where access to higher authorities is limited. 

Current Issue 

The delay in conducting fresh LAHDC 

elections stems from two main reasons: 

1. Ongoing talks between the Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA) with the 

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) regarding Ladakh’s constitutional safeguards. 

2. The restructuring of districts and the recent amendment to the LAHDC Act mandating one-third 

reservation for women, which requires redrawing of boundaries before polls can be held. 

Until elections are held, the Deputy Commissioner of Leh will perform the council’s functions — a move 

that raises concerns over the dilution of grassroots democracy. 

 



 

Demands and Negotiations 

Civil society groups (LAB and KDA) are seeking: 

 Statehood for Ladakh 

 Inclusion under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution (granting tribal status and local 

autonomy) 

 Protection under Article 371 (special provisions for certain states/regions) 

At the October 22 meeting, MHA officials indicated that Article 371-type provisions could be explored 

as an alternative to Sixth Schedule inclusion. The groups are currently preparing a joint draft framework 

with legal experts to present a unified proposal to the Centre. 

Implications 

 Governance Vacuum: The absence of elected councillors weakens local representation, 

especially in border regions like Chushul near China. 

 Administrative Challenges: Without councillors, citizens must rely on district headquarters for 

addressing local issues, undermining participatory governance. 

 Security and Strategic Impact: Given Ladakh’s sensitive border with China, effective local 

governance is crucial for maintaining stability and public trust. 

 Political Sensitivity: The prolonged uncertainty could fuel local discontent, especially if 

constitutional safeguards are delayed or diluted. 

Conclusion 

The end of LAHDC Leh’s term without a successor council highlights the ongoing political flux in post-

2019 Ladakh. While the Centre’s engagement with local bodies on constitutional safeguards is a 

positive step, delayed elections risk weakening democratic accountability and alienating local 

communities. Going forward, balancing administrative restructuring with timely elections and 

meaningful autonomy will be vital for ensuring inclusive governance and regional stability in Ladakh. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements about the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development 

Council (LAHDC): 

1. It was constituted under a Central Act passed after the bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir in 2019. 

2. It has the power to make laws on subjects listed under the State List of the Constitution. 

3. Each councillor in LAHDC is allocated a development fund and participates in district-level planning 

and implementation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: c)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The demand for Sixth Schedule status and Statehood for Ladakh reflects the deeper concerns 

of cultural preservation and political representation in India’s frontier regions. (150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 08 : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims 

The return of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan in August 2021 marked a significant geopolitical 

shift in South Asia. For India, which had invested over $3 billion in Afghanistan’s reconstruction and 

enjoyed strong goodwill under the previous regime, this development posed a strategic dilemma: 

whether to engage with the Taliban or isolate them. As tensions between Pakistan and the Taliban 

grow, the debate over India’s approach has gained renewed attention.  

 

Main Analysis 

India’s Strategic Objectives in Afghanistan 

India’s Afghanistan policy is guided by three key objectives: 

1. Protecting past investments and goodwill built between 2001–2021. 

2. Preventing Afghan soil from being used by anti-India terror outfits like Jaish-e-Mohammad or 

Lashkar-e-Taiba. 

3. Ensuring that the Taliban do not become a proxy of Pakistan, which could threaten India’s 

regional interests. 



 

To achieve these aims, New Delhi has pursued a conditional and calibrated engagement — maintaining 

contact with the Taliban leadership without legitimising their rule. 

Shifting Regional Dynamics 

Recent deterioration in Pakistan–Taliban relations, including border clashes and Islamabad’s airstrikes 

inside Afghan territory, has altered the geopolitical context. With the Taliban asserting independence 

from Pakistan and seeking better ties with India, New Delhi finds a potential opening. The visit of 

Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi to India and the decision to upgrade India’s Kabul mission 

reflect a deepening engagement. 

However, while countries like China and Russia have recognised or exchanged ambassadors with the 

Taliban, India has refrained from formal recognition — aware of the long-term risks. 

Risks of Formal Recognition 

1. Ideological rigidity and repression: The Taliban remain unchanged in their fundamentalist 

outlook, enforcing harsh restrictions on women’s education, work, and public presence. 

2. Economic collapse: Afghanistan’s GDP has contracted by one-third since 2021; nearly half of its 

population requires humanitarian aid. 

3. Terror networks: The Taliban maintain close ties with extremist groups such as al-Qaeda, Jaish-

e-Mohammad, and the Haqqani Network, as per UN reports. Their promise to prevent Afghan 

soil from being used for terrorism remains questionable. 

4. False stability: The Taliban’s control may appear consolidated, but deep ethnic divisions, 

economic distress, and lack of inclusivity make Afghanistan’s political stability uncertain. 

Recognising the Taliban now would legitimise their authoritarian rule and reduce India’s leverage to 

push for reforms or inclusive governance. 

The Case for Conditional Engagement 

Engagement without recognition offers India strategic flexibility. By maintaining contact and 

humanitarian cooperation, India can: 

 Safeguard its projects and influence in Afghanistan. 

 Monitor terror activity closely. 

 Build goodwill among ordinary Afghans through aid and infrastructure. 

 Use diplomatic channels to encourage moderation and press for basic freedoms. 

As Stanly Johny notes, the Taliban need India more than India needs them, given their economic 

isolation and fragile legitimacy. 



 

Conclusion 

India’s Afghanistan policy must balance realism and principle. While engaging the Taliban is 

necessary to protect national interests and regional stability, formal recognition would undermine 

India’s moral and diplomatic standing. 

New Delhi should continue its wait-and-watch approach — using engagement as leverage to 

promote stability, economic recovery, and political inclusion in Afghanistan. Ultimately, lasting peace 

in Afghanistan will depend not on the Taliban’s guns, but on their willingness to reform and integrate 

with the region. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques. Consider the following statements regarding India’s policy towards the Taliban regime in 

Afghanistan: 

1. India has formally recognised the Taliban government in Kabul. 

2. India has reopened its embassy in Kabul and resumed certain humanitarian and infrastructure 

projects. 

3. One of India’s key concerns is that Afghan soil should not be used for anti-India terrorist activities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans : b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : India should engage the Taliban but not recognise them. Discuss this statement in light of 

India’s strategic, economic, and security interests in Afghanistan. (250 Words) 
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In the digital age, social media platforms and online services have become integral to communication, 

entertainment, and commerce. However, users increasingly feel that these platforms are becoming less 

user-friendly and more exploitative. This phenomenon has been aptly described by Canadian writer 

and activist Cory Doctorow as “enshittification” — a process where digital platforms degrade over time 

due to profit-maximising behaviour by corporations at the expense of users and creators. 

Main Analysis 

1. Understanding Enshittification 

 Definition: Coined by Cory Doctorow in 2022, 

enshittification refers to the gradual 

degradation of online platforms as they 

prioritise profit extraction over user experience. 

 Process: 

Doctorow explains this process in three stages: 

1. Platforms are initially good to users to 

attract them. 

2. They then exploit users for the benefit 

of business customers (advertisers, 

vendors). 

3. Finally, they exploit business customers 

to maximise their own profit — leading 

to collapse. 

2. Manifestations Across Digital Platforms 

 Social Media: 

o Facebook & Instagram: Once user-centric, now dominated by advertisements, influencer 

marketing, and AI-generated or recommended content that reduces organic reach. 

o Twitter (now X): Verification and reach monetised under Elon Musk, leading to 

misinformation and scam proliferation. 

o Dating Apps (Bumble, Hinge): Basic functions like undoing swipes or profile visibility 

locked behind paywalls. 

 Streaming Platforms: 

o YouTube, Netflix, Spotify: Rising subscription fees, intrusive ads, and restricted free 

versions. Users’ control over content is increasingly limited. 



 

o Amazon Prime: Ad-supported plans and automatic enrolment controversies exemplify 

exploitative monetisation. 

 E-commerce & Search Engines: 

o Amazon: Search results prioritise sponsored listings and Amazon’s own products rather 

than user value. 

o Google: AI-generated overviews and self-preferencing distort authentic search results 

and undermine smaller publishers. 

3. Causes and Enablers of Enshittification 

Doctorow identifies four key factors determining whether platforms become exploitative: 

1. Competition: Reduced market competition allows monopolies to dominate. 

2. Regulation: Weak antitrust enforcement enables anti-consumer practices. 

3. User Self-Help: Limited user capacity to block ads or switch platforms due to “lock-in effects.” 

4. Worker Unionisation: Tech workers’ inability to resist unethical corporate policies. 

When these safeguards weaken, platforms exploit users more aggressively, eroding digital trust and 

experience. 

4. Broader Implications 

 Economic: Concentration of market power among Big Tech players stifles innovation and harms 

smaller businesses. 

 Social: User frustration, misinformation, and reduced authenticity of online interactions. 

 Ethical: Questions of digital autonomy, privacy, and fair competition. 

 Policy: Necessitates stronger digital governance, consumer protection, and antitrust 

enforcement. 

Conclusion 

The enshittification of digital platforms represents a deliberate shift from user-centric to profit-centric 

design — a form of corporate decay driven by monopoly power and weak regulation. While users may 

feel powerless, the process is not irreversible. Strengthening competition laws, enhancing digital 

literacy, encouraging platform accountability, and supporting ethical tech development can help 

restore the internet’s original promise — a space built for openness, innovation, and user 

empowerment. 

 

 



 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : With reference to the term “Enshittification”, recently seen in the news, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It refers to the process by which digital platforms gradually deteriorate in quality due to profit-

maximising decisions. 

2. The term was coined by Elon Musk to describe changes in social media after 2020. 

3. Enshittification primarily occurs due to weak competition, regulation, and user control. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

Ans: (b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the role of competition, regulation, and user empowerment in preventing the 

degradation of social media platforms. How can India ensure ethical and user-centric digital platforms? 

(150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 13 : GS 1 : Social Issues / Prelims 

The maritime sector, traditionally male-dominated, is witnessing a remarkable transformation with 

Indian women increasingly taking on crucial roles at sea. The India Maritime Week 2025 in Mumbai 

celebrated this change by felicitating pioneering women seafarers like Capt. Radhika Menon, Suneeti 

Bala, and Reshma Nilofer Visalakshi — symbols of breaking barriers in one of the toughest professions. 

Key Developments and Data 

According to the Directorate General of Shipping, the number of Indian 

women seafarers rose from 1,600 in 2021 to nearly 6,000 by the end of 

2024 — a near fourfold increase. This growth reflects both government 

initiatives and private sector efforts aimed at gender inclusivity. 

 Technical Inclusion: The number of women in technical roles such 

as Electro Technical Cadet and Trainee Engine Rating has grown 

steadily, showing greater acceptance of women in demanding 

technical positions. 

 Institutional Support: 

o Government interventions have created awareness and 

ensured better opportunities. 

o Private sector programmes like Maersk’s “Equal At Sea” 

(2022) focus on diversity, inclusion, and safe working 

environments on ships. 

 Role Models: Trailblazers such as Capt. Radhika Menon (India’s first 

woman captain) and Reshma Nilofer Visalakshi (India’s only marine 

pilot) serve as inspiration for young women to join maritime 

careers. 

Reasons for the Positive Trend 

1. Awareness & Outreach: Increased understanding of seafaring as a 

viable career option for women. 

2. Policy Support: Scholarships, fee concessions, and conducive 

onboard policies. 

3. Corporate Initiatives: Industry-wide focus on diversity and safer 

working environments. 

4. Cultural Shift: Changing perceptions about women’s roles in 

technical and leadership positions. 



 

Significance for India 

 Economic Empowerment: Expanding women’s participation in the maritime workforce boosts 

inclusivity and productivity. 

 Global Representation: Strengthens India’s reputation as a supplier of skilled maritime 

professionals. 

 Social Impact: Acts as a catalyst for gender equality in other male-dominated sectors like 

aviation, defense, and logistics. 

Conclusion 

The steady rise of Indian women seafarers marks a powerful stride toward gender parity in global 

shipping. Backed by government policies, private initiatives, and inspiring role models, the maritime 

sector is evolving into a more inclusive domain. As Capt. Radhika Menon and others continue to inspire, 

India’s growing women power at sea stands as a testament to both empowerment and excellence — 

steering the nation toward equitable growth across all horizons. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : With reference to women participation in the maritime sector in India, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The number of Indian women seafarers has increased almost fourfold between 2021 and 2024. 

2. Maersk’s ‘Equal At Sea’ initiative was launched to promote gender diversity among seafarers. 

3. Directorate General of Shipping is responsible for managing Indian seafarers globally. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: d) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The growing participation of Indian women in global shipping marks a new era of inclusivity and 

empowerment. (150 Words) 

 

 



 

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context :  

The Gram Sabha, envisaged under Article 243A of the Indian Constitution through the 73rd 

Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992, forms the foundation of the Panchayati Raj system and 

represents the essence of participatory democracy in India. However, despite being the bedrock of 

grassroots governance, it has remained underappreciated and underutilized. 

To address this gap, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, in collaboration with the Ministries of Education 

and Tribal Affairs, launched the Model Youth Gram Sabha (MYGS) initiative in 2025. The initiative aims 

GS. Paper 2 Indian Polity 
UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the significance of the Model Youth Gram 
Sabha initiative in strengthening participatory democracy at the grassroots level in India. 
(150 Words) 



 

to revive civic participation and instill democratic values among youth by simulating Gram Sabha 

proceedings within educational institutions. 

Significance of Gram Sabha in Indian Democracy 

 Constitutional Mandate: Article 243A empowers the Gram Sabha to deliberate on budgets, 

development plans, and local governance priorities. 

 Foundation of Participatory Democracy: It allows citizens to directly participate in decision-

making, fostering transparency, accountability, and inclusiveness in governance. 

 Link to Viksit Bharat: True realization of Viksit Bharat (Developed India) requires not just policy 

reforms but active citizen engagement at the grassroots level. 

The Problem: Why Gram Sabhas Are Not Aspirational 

1. Lack of Civic Awareness: Schools and colleges focus mainly on national and global governance 

structures like the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and the United Nations, while local self-government 

institutions remain neglected in curricula. 

2. Cultural Perception: Young people rarely see leadership at the village level—such as becoming 

a Sarpanch or ward member—as aspirational. This weakens the democratic connection between 

youth and local governance. 

3. Limited Participation: Despite their potential, Gram Sabhas often witness poor attendance and 

weak deliberative culture, undermining the spirit of participatory governance. 

The Initiative: Model Youth Gram Sabha (2025) 

Objective: 

To make democracy experiential by introducing Gram Sabha simulations in schools and colleges, 

thereby connecting youth with grassroots governance. 

Implementation Highlights: 

 Collaboration: Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, and 

the Aspirational Bharat Collaborative. 

 Phase 1 Coverage: 

o Over 1,000 schools across 28 States and 8 Union Territories. 

o Includes 600+ Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, 200 Eklavya Model Residential Schools, and 

select Zilla Parishad schools. 

 Capacity Building: 

o 126 master trainers leading nationwide teacher training. 

o 1,238 teachers from 24 States/UTs trained so far. 



 

 Pedagogical Approach: Students simulate real Gram Sabha processes—playing roles such as 

Sarpanch, ward members, health workers, or engineers, discussing budgets, local plans, and 

governance issues. 

 Incentives: 

Prizes and certificates to encourage participation and enthusiasm among students. 

Pilot Success: 

 Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Baghpat (U.P.) and Eklavya Model Residential School, Alwar 

(Rajasthan) demonstrated strong engagement. 

 In Sitapur, Bundi (Rajasthan), more than 300 students participated, transforming classrooms into 

living laboratories of democracy. 

Analytical Perspective: From Simulation to Transformation 

1. Democratic Learning in Practice: The initiative transforms abstract civics into experiential 

learning, helping students understand rights, responsibilities, and deliberative decision-making. 

2. Nurturing Local Leadership: Like the Model United Nations (MUN) promotes global citizenship, 

the Model Youth Gram Sabha fosters grassroots leadership and civic pride. 

3. Bridging the Governance Gap: It helps urban and rural students alike appreciate that effective 

governance begins locally, making participation in Gram Sabhas both meaningful and 

aspirational. 

4. Capacity for Democratic Renewal: Students who experience this process are likely to become 

responsible citizens, Panchayat members, bureaucrats, or politicians who value local self-

governance. 

5. Long-term Impact: Embedding the Gram Sabha concept in education can reshape civic culture, 

making participation a shared responsibility rather than merely a right. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Scaling Up: Ensuring uniform implementation across all States and schools. 

 Teacher Preparedness: Adequate training and motivation are essential for effective simulations. 

 Assessment Mechanisms: Need for robust monitoring and feedback systems to measure impact. 

 Cultural Change: Overcoming societal biases that undervalue Panchayati leadership compared 

to parliamentary politics. 

 

 

 



 

Conclusion 

The Model Youth Gram Sabha initiative is a transformative step toward embedding participatory 

democracy in education. By empowering students to experience governance first-hand, it bridges the 

gap between democratic ideals and lived reality. If effectively scaled, it can cultivate a generation that 

not only votes responsibly but also participates actively in local governance, seeing democracy as a 

shared civic duty rather than a distant political process. 

As Sushil Kumar Lohani rightly notes, when every child in India grows up believing their voice matters 

in the Gram Sabha, democracy will cease to be a system—it will become a culture. This vision, rooted 

in grassroots empowerment, truly aligns with the spirit of Viksit Bharat and the Gandhian ideal of Gram 

Swaraj. 

 

 

 

 


