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Page 01 & 4 : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims  

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s arrival in New Delhi for the 23rd India–Russia Annual Summit marks 

a high-visibility diplomatic moment for India. Despite the ongoing Ukraine conflict, Western sanctions, 

and an ICC arrest warrant against Mr. Putin, India extended an exceptional welcome, with Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi personally receiving him at Palam Air Force Base. The visit reflects India’s 

attempt to balance its historical partnership with Russia while simultaneously deepening ties with the 

U.S. and Europe.  

 

Key Highlights & Analysis 

1. Symbolic Diplomacy: Optics vs. Strategic Necessity 

 PM Modi’s personal reception and warm greeting signal continuity of a trusted strategic 

partnership. 

 The gesture underscores India’s stance that bilateral relations will not be dictated by Western 

pressures. 

 However, the government must carefully manage optics, as India is simultaneously negotiating: 

o India–EU FTA 

o India–U.S. FTA 

o High-level visits from U.S. and EU leaders for Republic Day and strategic dialogues 

Demonstrates India’s “multi-vector diplomacy” and pursuit of “strategic autonomy.” 

 



 

2. Defence Cooperation: Technology Transfer as the Pivot 

 Meetings between Defence Ministers of both countries reinforced commitment to: 

o Joint development 

o Technology transfer 

o Strengthening Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence 

 Russia remains India’s largest defence partner, especially for: 

o S-400 systems 

o Submarine technologies 

o Aircraft engines 

 The Russian Duma recently approved the RELOS logistic pact, allowing deeper joint military 

exercises, which Europe has earlier criticized. 

Critical point: Russian tech transfer is unmatched; Western nations rarely share high-end defence 

technology. 

3. Energy & Trade: Navigating Sanctions and Rebalancing Imports 

 India’s import of Russian oil surged from 2% pre-2022 to about 40% over the last year. 

 Due to increasing U.S. scrutiny and sanctions, India may reduce crude imports, replacing them 

with: 

o Russian commodities 

o Fertilisers 

o Coking coal 

o Metals 

 Bilateral trade expanded from $10 bn to $68.7 bn, but is heavily imbalanced in Russia’s favour. 

 Discussions include: 

o Boosting Indian exports of food, apparel, machinery 

o Operationalising the Eastern Maritime Corridor (Chennai–Vladivostok) 

o Progress on an India–EAEU FTA 

India is using trade diversification to manage geopolitical risk. 

4. Labour Mobility Agreement: A New Strategic Frontier 

 Expected to be the centrepiece of the summit. 

 Russia faces a 3.1 million worker shortfall, especially in: 

o Construction 

o Manufacturing 

o Technology 



 

 India seeks new labour markets due to tightening immigration norms in the West. 

Significance: Enhances soft power, remittances, and employment opportunities for skilled/semi-skilled 

Indians. 

5. Nuclear & High-Technology Cooperation 

 Talks on small modular reactors (SMRs) with Russia’s Rosatom have intensified. 

 India is considering five indigenous SMRs, with both Russia and EU countries competing for 

participation. 

 Nuclear cooperation remains a stable and less controversial area of India–Russia ties. 

Conclusion 

President Putin’s state visit reflects India’s continued pursuit of strategic autonomy—strengthening old 

partnerships while simultaneously expanding ties with the West. While the summit reinforces India–

Russia defence, energy, labour, and technology cooperation, it also demands careful diplomatic 

balancing, given upcoming engagements with the U.S. and EU. For India, the challenge lies in 

converting this historical partnership into a more economically balanced, technologically advanced, 

and mutually beneficial relationship, without allowing geopolitical pressures to derail its broader 

foreign policy objectives. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques: With reference to India–Russia relations, consider the following statements: 

1. India and Russia hold an annual bilateral summit under a formal intergovernmental arrangement. 

2. India is negotiating a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). 

3. India imports more than 40% of its crude oil from Russia as of 2024–25. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: d) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: India’s strategic partnership with Russia continues to deepen despite Western sanctions and 

geopolitical tensions.” Discuss the major areas of cooperation highlighted during President Putin’s 

2025 visit and analyse the challenges India faces in balancing its ties with Russia and the West. (150 

Words) 

 

 



 

Page 04 : GS 3  : Environment / Prelims 

The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), India’s premier wildlife research organisation, has 

announced that six critically endangered vultures—slender-billed and white-rumped—will be released 

into the wild in Assam in January 2026. This marks a major step in India’s vulture recovery programme, 

following decades of population crash due to diclofenac poisoning. The initiative aligns with the Action 

Plan for Vulture Conservation (2020–2025) and India’s long-term biodiversity goals. 

 

Key Points & Analysis 

1. Why This Release Matters 

 The six vultures (3 male + 3 female), aged 2–3 years, were bred at the BNHS Vulture 

Conservation Breeding Centre, Rani (Kamrup district). 

 This is part of a 15+ year effort to revive vulture populations after they collapsed by more than 

95% in the 1990s–2000s. 



 

2. Why Kamrup & Biswanath? 

 These districts fall within the natural range of the two species. 

 They already have small existing vulture flocks. 

 Biswanath district is close to Kaziranga National Park, a key ecological habitat. 

Ecological significance: Releasing captive-bred individuals into areas with existing flocks increases 

survival success due to social behaviour and food source availability. 

3. Rewilding Process 

 The vultures will be kept in soft-release enclosures for at least 3 months. 

 They will: 

o acclimatise to natural surroundings, 

o observe other scavengers, 

o learn feeding cues, 

o adapt to diverse weather conditions. 

 Vultures mature at 5 years and can live 50–60 years. 

This staged rewilding is crucial because these vultures were born in captivity. 

4. Vulture Status in India 

India has ~20,000 vultures across nine species, including: 

 Critically Endangered: 

o White-rumped vulture 

o Long-billed vulture 

o Slender-billed vulture 

o Red-headed vulture 

 Endangered: 

o Egyptian vulture 

o Himalayan griffon 

The two species being released (slender-billed & white-rumped) are among the most threatened. 

Vultures are keystone scavengers; their decline led to rise in feral dogs & spread of rabies. 

5. Role of BNHS, RSPB & Assam Forest Department 

 BNHS has bred 800+ vultures across its centres. 

 Supported by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). 

 Extensive community outreach is ongoing: 

o village meetings, 



 

o awareness about avoiding diclofenac-use in livestock, 

o creating vulture-safe zones. 

Significance: Conservation depends heavily on local community participation. 

Conclusion 

The planned release of six critically endangered vultures in Assam is a landmark step in India’s vulture 

conservation strategy. It reflects successful ex-situ breeding, strong scientific planning, and 

collaboration between BNHS, RSPB, and the Assam Forest Department. If implemented effectively, this 

could accelerate the revival of vulture populations in the eastern Himalayan ecosystem, strengthening 

India’s broader biodiversity commitments and ecological balance. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques : With reference to vulture conservation in India, consider the following statements: 

1. The slender-billed vulture is found only in Assam. 

2. The white-rumped vulture is listed as Critically Endangered. 

3. Vultures mature early, usually by the age of two. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : Critically evaluate India’s Action Plan for Vulture Conservation (2020–25). What challenges 

remain in restoring vulture populations to their historical levels? Suggest measures. (150 words)  

  



 

Page : 06 : GS 2 : Governance/ Prelims 

The Department of Posts has released a draft amendment to the Post Office Act, 2023 proposing a 

transformative digital addressing framework called DHRUVA (Digital Hub for Reference and Unique 

Virtual Address). This system aims to modernise India’s addressing architecture by replacing long 

textual addresses with UPI-style digital address labels (e.g., name@entity), significantly improving 

logistics, e-commerce efficiency, and public service delivery. It is part of India’s broader Digital Public 

Infrastructure (DPI) push. 

 

 

Key Points & Analysis 

1. What is DHRUVA? 

 An interoperable, standardised, user-centric digital addressing system. 

 Works like email IDs or UPI handles: example: abhay@india could represent a full physical 

address. 

 Users can share this label instead of filling detailed addresses repeatedly on e-commerce, gig, 

and delivery platforms. 

2. Consent-Based Address Sharing 

 Users can allow companies to read full address details or geocoordinates instantly through the 

DHRUVA label. 



 

 Access is: 

o time-bound, 

o consent-based, 

o requires re-authorisation after expiry. 

Importance: Strengthens data privacy, ensures minimal data sharing. 

3. Institutional Structure 

 Amendment enables creation of a Section 8 (not-for-profit) entity, similar to NPCI, to run the 

system. 

 Private players (like Amazon, Zomato, Swiggy, Dunzo) may voluntarily join. 

Note: Government expects the system to become organically popular due to convenience. 

4. Address Service Providers & AIAs 

 Address Service Providers (ASPs): issue digital labels (UPI-like handles). 

 Address Information Agents (AIAs): manage user consent and data flow. 

This mirrors the architecture of UPI’s PSPs and TPAPs → distributed governance + interoperability. 

5. DIGIPIN: The Technological Core 

 DIGIPIN = 10-character alphanumeric code representing latitude + longitude. 

 Accuracy: ~14 sq. metres per code. 

 228 billion unique DIGIPINs possible across India. 

 Developed to address imprecise rural addresses or informal settlements. 

Significance: 

 Helps emergency services, census, delivery services, public welfare schemes. 

 Open-sourced: ensures transparency and innovation. 

6. Why This Matters for India 

 India faces one of the world’s largest addressing challenges (unstructured addresses, language 

diversity). 

 DHRUVA will: 

o reduce delivery failures, 

o improve e-commerce logistics, 

o speed up service delivery, 

o support urban planning & disaster management, 

o enable geospatial precision for governance. 

 



 

Conclusion 

The DHRUVA digital address system represents a major leap in India’s digital infrastructure journey, 

aiming to make addresses interoperable, precise, and consent-based. By using UPI-like virtual labels 

supported by DIGIPIN’s geo-coded intelligence, the postal department is positioning India to solve 

long-standing logistical and administrative challenges. If widely adopted, DHRUVA could become a 

foundational layer for governance, economic activity, and digital services in the coming decade. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the DHRUVA system recently proposed by the Department of Posts, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It aims to replace textual physical addresses with interoperable digital address labels. 

2. It is fully mandatory for all private e-commerce platforms to join the system. 

3. It uses a 10-character alphanumeric code called DIGIPIN to encode geo-coordinates. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : The proposed DHRUVA digital address system has the potential to transform India’s public 

service delivery framework. Discuss the significance of consent-based digital addresses in improving 

governance efficiency and citizen empowerment. (250 words)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 07 : GS 2 : Social Justice 

Despite major advances in HIV prevention and maternal healthcare, mother-to-child transmission 

(MTCT) continues to be a significant global public health challenge. A worrying pattern has emerged: 

infants are testing positive for HIV even though their mothers tested negative during pregnancy. This 

phenomenon, known as the “silent transmission gap”, reveals critical weaknesses in timing, frequency, 

and follow-up of HIV testing. 

Key Issues & Analysis 

1. How HIV Transmits from Mother to Child 

HIV can spread: 

 during pregnancy (in-utero), 

 during delivery, 

 during breastfeeding. 

Improved antenatal testing and ARV therapy have reduced transmission 

globally, but gaps persist. 

2. Why Babies Get HIV Even When Mothers Test Negative 

a) New Maternal Infections During Pregnancy: Many women test negative in 

early pregnancy but acquire HIV later, when viral load is highest, sharply 

increasing the risk of transmission. 

b) Window Period:  The “window period” is the initial phase after HIV infection 

when standard tests may be negative despite the virus being present. A woman 

may test negative, but still be highly infectious. 

c) Single-Test Protocol:  Most programmes recommend only one HIV test in 

early pregnancy. 

No routine repeat testing in: 

 late pregnancy, 

 at delivery, 

 breastfeeding period. 

This allows newly acquired infections to go undetected. 

3. Why This Is a Public Health Concern 

 Missed maternal infections → missed early initiation of ART. 

 Higher infant transmission risk during late pregnancy, delivery, and 

breastfeeding. 

 Hidden burden undermines the global goal to eliminate paediatric HIV. 

 



 

4. What Can Be Done? (Way Forward) 

For Pregnant Women 

 Mandatory repeat HIV testing: 

o in the third trimester, 

o at delivery, 

o periodically during breastfeeding. 

 Additional testing for high-risk exposure or symptoms. 

For Infants 

 Early virologic testing (PCR-based testing soon after birth). 

 Repeat follow-up tests where needed. 

 Immediate initiation of treatment for HIV-positive infants (early ART improves survival 

drastically). 

Systemic Strengthening 

 Enforce protocols on repeat testing. 

 Strengthen antenatal and postnatal follow-up. 

 Integrate community counselling and awareness on new infections and window periods. 

Conclusion 

The rise in HIV infection among infants despite mothers testing negative during pregnancy exposes a 

silent yet preventable gap in India’s and global HIV-prevention strategies. The issue is not treatment 

failure in known HIV-positive mothers but failure to detect new maternal infections. Strengthening 

repeat testing, improving clinical follow-up, and ensuring early infant diagnosis are essential for closing 

this gap. Addressing these shortcomings is crucial to achieving the global goal of eliminating HIV in 

children. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : The rise of HIV infections in infants despite mothers testing negative during pregnancy reveals 

a silent transmission gap in India’s maternal healthcare system.” Discuss the reasons behind this gap 

and suggest measures to eliminate mother-to-child transmission of HIV. (250 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 10 : GS 1 : Society & Geography 

As China approaches its 15th Five-Year Plan (2026–2030)—envisioned as the “consolidation and full 

implementation stage” of the goal of achieving socialist modernisation by 2035—its long-term 

programmes on poverty alleviation and rural revitalisation are beginning to show significant results. 

The article highlights how targeted State intervention, large public investments, and community 

participation have transformed remote rural counties across western and central China. 

 

Key Issues & Analysis 

1. Historical Background of Poverty Alleviation 

China has a long trajectory of institutionalised poverty reduction: 

 1986: Special poverty-relief institutions created; 273 poor counties identified. 

 1994: Seven-year programme to lift 80 million people out of poverty. 

 2001: Development-oriented poverty alleviation outline emphasised rural restructuring. 

 2001–2010: Poverty headcount fell from 10.2% to 3.8%; rural incomes grew 7.6% annually. 

 2020: China declared it had eliminated extreme rural poverty. 

Illustrates state-led development + targeted welfare + long-term planning. 

 



 

2. The Urban–Rural & Regional Divide 

China demonstrates a striking duality: 

 East (Guangdong, Shanghai, Beijing): 

o Globalised, industrialised, integrated with world markets 

o Home to SEZs like Shenzhen and Zhuhai 

 Central & Western regions (Sichuan, Yunnan): 

o Mountainous, sparsely populated, historically isolated 

o Slower development, limited connectivity 

The rural revitalisation efforts focus on bridging this urban–rural gap, a core CPC priority under Xi 

Jinping’s governance philosophy. 

3. Development in Remote Regions: Infrastructure & Sustainability 

Examples from Sichuan, Yunnan, Malipo, Jinping, and Panzhihua show: 

 Massive investments in roads, wind energy, and ecological projects. 

 Windmills on high ranges, green cover restoration, water conservation. 

 Government tapping natural resources to generate local employment. 

Malipo county’s case: 

 99% mountainous 

 Annual per capita disposable income now 9,000 RMB 

 Assistance from: 

o Ministry of Foreign Affairs (since 1992) 

o Provincial government 

o State-funded enterprises 

This ties into China’s model of “common prosperity” and state-driven regional equalisation. 

4. Role of Local Communities: The ‘Xichou Spirit’ 

People’s participation is highlighted as essential: 

 Residents transformed barren rocky land in Xichou into green productive spaces—called the 

“Xichou spirit”. 

 Jiwozhai village’s ancient tea cooperative (est. 2014) in Jinping county: 

o Processes 800-year-old tea trees 

o Exports to France, Japan, Vietnam 

o Backed by: 

 2.8 million RMB investment from Yunnan & Shanghai (inter-provincial support 

model) 

 Interest-free loans from Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

o Household incomes around 30,000 RMB/year 

This signals China’s blended model of collective enterprise + State capital + cooperative governance. 

 



 

5. Shift Towards Rural Revitalisation (Post-Poverty Era) 

China’s new focus: 

 January 2025: CPC announced the Rural Comprehensive Revitalisation Plan (2025–2027) 

 Objectives: 

o Strengthen agricultural productivity (food security) 

o Narrow urban–rural income gap 

o Build rural infrastructure and public services 

o Promote rural industries (tea, tourism, handicrafts) 

o Stabilise living standards after removal from poverty lists 

Strategic significance: Prevents “return to poverty” and supports long-term rural sustainability. 

 

Conclusion 

China’s rural revitalisation story represents a model of state-led, long-range, institutionally backed 

development, where infrastructure, ecology, poverty reduction, and community participation 

converge. While large regional disparities persist, China’s example shows how sustained political 

commitment, central planning, and local mobilisation can transform remote mountainous regions into 

productive, economically integrated areas. For UPSC, it offers strong comparative insights into 

development strategies, rural transformation, cooperative governance, and poverty eradication 

models. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques : China’s rural revitalisation model reflects a mix of state-led development, community 

participation and long-term planning. Discuss. (150 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS-1  : Indian Society & Geography 

UPSC Mains Practice Question :  Indian cities are increasingly becoming vulnerable 

to climate extremes, and traditional urban planning metrics are failing to capture this 

new reality. In this context, discuss the challenges posed by climate change to India’s 

urban centres and suggest a resilient urban planning framework. (250 words)  



 

Context :  

 The article argues that India is entering a challenging geopolitical phase marked by strategic isolation, 

worsening neighbourhood relations, and a renewed wave of domestic ‘urban terror’. The author, a 

former National Security Adviser, warns that India faces simultaneous threats: unstable neighbours, 

rising military dominance in Pakistan, hostility from Bangladesh, and newly emerging indigenous terror 

modules. The situation demands increased vigilance, diplomatic recalibration, and domestic cohesion. 

1. India’s Emerging Diplomatic Isolation 

a. India as an ‘Outlier’ 

 Despite India’s diplomatic activism, it is increasingly absent from major global conversations on 

peace and conflict. 

 India is sidelined in: 

o West Asia (Israel–Hamas conflict, Red Sea crisis) 

o Europe (Ukraine–Russia war) 

o Indo-Pacific (U.S.-China rivalry, AUKUS, QUAD challenges) 

This perception of India “sitting on the sidelines” undermines its claim to being a decisive global player. 

2. Perilous Neighbourhood: Crisis Across South Asia 

a. Regional Turmoil 

Almost every country around India is unstable: 

 Afghanistan: Taliban rule, extremist networks 

 Nepal: political flux, China’s increasing influence 

 Maldives: anti-India rhetoric 

 Myanmar: civil war and refugee flows 

This has reduced India’s influence in its immediate neighbourhood. 

3. Hostility from Both Flanks: Pakistan and Bangladesh 

a. Pakistan – Rising Military Adventurism 

Pakistan’s threat perception is worsening due to: 

 27th Constitutional Amendment Bill reducing civilian control over military 

 Creation of a new post: Chief of Defence Forces 

 Field Marshal Asim Munir now holds absolute authority over: 

o The three armed services 

o Nuclear arsenal 

o Decisions on war and conflict 



 

Implication: Military dictatorships historically adopt aggressive postures toward India → Risk of 

miscalculation and renewed conflict increases. 

b. Bangladesh – From Friendly to Unfriendly? 

The interim government in Bangladesh shows: 

 Diplomatic frostiness toward India 

 Move to improve ties with Pakistan 

 A Pakistan Navy ship visiting Bangladesh after 50 years → This creates security concerns in the 

Bay of Bengal. 

The author highlights that both eastern and western borders pose threats simultaneously, a rare and 

dangerous situation. 

4. Return of “Urban Terror”: A New Internal Security Challenge 

a. New Terror Module – A Disturbing Shift 

 A terror module stretching from Srinagar → Faridabad → Delhi 

 Involves doctors and medical practitioners, not lumpen elements 

 Connected with Al-Falah University, Haryana 

 Motivated by “revenge” for Babri Masjid (1992) despite being born years after the event 

 Accumulated 3,000 kg explosives, hid them in residential areas 

 Managed to detonate an explosive-laden car near Red Fort 

Key shift:  

Earlier terror waves were: 

 1993 → by criminal elements 

 2008 → Pakistan-sponsoredBut 2024-25 module is: 

 Totally local 

 Highly educated 

 Ideologically radicalized 

 Using encrypted communication 

This signals a worrying trend of homegrown radicalisation among the educated elite. 

b. Implications for Internal Security 

 Myth shattered: “No local joins terror in J&K.” 

 Funds raised through professional, academic, and charitable networks. 

 Links extend beyond Pakistan to UAE, Saudi Arabia, Türkiye. 

This is a qualitative leap in terror threats. 

 



 

5. What Should India Do? – Need for Vigilance & Strategic Recalibration 

a. External Threats 

 India must prepare for a possible military confrontation with Pakistan. 

 Must manage Bangladesh carefully to prevent strategic drift. 

 Re-engage with South Asia and restore influence. 

b. Internal Security 

 Strengthen intelligence coordination across states. 

 Monitor radicalisation within universities and professional networks. 

 Improve cyber-surveillance on encrypted channels. 

c. Preventing “Religious Fascism” 

The author warns that external hostility combined with internal radicalisation could polarize society. 

India’s strength lies in: 

 Pluralism 

 Religious coexistence 

 Democratic institutions 

These must be protected through vigilance and social harmony. 

Conclusion 

India today faces a dual-front challenge: strategic isolation internationally and renewed internal terror 

domestically. The combination of military authoritarianism in Pakistan, shifting alignments in 

Bangladesh, and emerging urban terror modules among educated youth poses serious threats to 

national security. The way forward is eternal vigilance, smarter diplomacy, and stronger internal 

cohesion. India must reclaim strategic space abroad while ensuring that internal radicalisation does 

not undermine the country’s civilisational fabric. 

 

 
 

 


