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Page 01 : GS 2 : Indian Polity and Contitution

g T (THUEY) 3 T foea § s ki &t ufsharn - St 2027 &t S0 & 916 &
aﬁﬁﬂuﬁm% afaroft Ireat @ fefarstt & R Bl T8 aftterg & died wH.%. wifed
S Adreft Bt reesl & o ma g, ein 3R T § P fadifad Sumer sgaR
ST au g Isal & UfafRfia o wH B & forg Iemifa @ ORa gl

RS auT e SR NI e ge;
o URRIHA 3R 3T AYR:

> ORI BT Al ST & 3Hihs! & SHTYR W IATG Hala & o1 s
@I R ¥ F9F1 81 WA & erfadg 82 3R 170 & IR, AHAUT 3R IA
faurgurst & forw uReiva Fdade ST R enuiRa g1 gTelife, 429
Tfaem T=Ne (1976) 3 2001 B SFIUAT & §1¢ dob TR &Y Ak faar ot
3R g H 84d T=Meq AfAFTH (2001) GRT 39 Ab &I 2026 & 9l Uga!
ST 9 ST faar |

> TCHTg, PRA SR S8 T=T oI Sfaon Ysal A Sie gf &1 Fafd o o
HE@yUl SRS Thadl 8id &t &1 afe vfosy & ol off @Re @
SEEI UR 3T §IdT €, df 37 o0 & ey Ui WA & SifaH g, Safe
3 Yol &R aTdl Iod (A ¥U J W H) 3ifeew i e o Iohd |1 39
URAR A 3R I H 31 UeH &l &fed B & ®UH S/ ST g |

> T8 AT 7 SMRIBISH & R B o1 T foban §, forad oer T g o gfamoh
Tt i feiarelt R foaR foar S 3R Rt ufthar o1 ute fhar S|
gralep, 3t gh 3 91d W Bis WY el &1 T8 g P T JHHT (S8 &
3MTYR TR) 3R &l (A UG & YR W) I &I Idferd B arall dis
BT YT STE |

ST T 9HY 3R IS+ gfafspars:

> SO, S ga U 9 2021 o faw FfSra fosar wam o1, &1 covip-19 @1
gaTdl &d gU 2027 9% & fU <@ fear mar g1 Seasd! & 9% § fb &

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

Delimitation
will address
concerns of
southern
States: Centre

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The delimitation exercise
will take care of the con-
cerns expressed by south-
ern States, and discussions
will be held with all stake-
holders at the appropriate
time, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said
on Thursday.

In a post on X, a day af-
ter it announced that the
Census exercise will be
concluded by March 1,
2027, the Ministry said that
Home Minister Amit Shah
has “clarified on many oc-
casions that in delimitation
exercise, concerns of
southern states will be ta-
ken care of and discussed
with all concerned at an
appropriate time”.

‘Questionable timing”
On Wednesday, Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin had questioned the tim-
ing of the Census, saying
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) had deliberate-
ly delayed the exercise to
2027, “making their plan
clear to reduce Tamil Na-
du’s Parliamentary
representation”.

The southern States
have been opposing the
population-based criteria
for the redrawing of consti-
tuencies, which was last
done on the basis of 1971
Census data.

As per constitutional
norms, the first Census
held after 2026 can be
used as the basis to redraw
Lok Sabha constituencies.

In a series of posts on X,
the MHA added that the
Census was originally
planned to be conducted
in 2021. “However, due to
outbreak of COVID-19 pan-
demic across the country,
the Census work was post-
poned,” it said.
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TSI ST ! IR HRAT §, SIFTUHT ! IREHT ¥ 31 Uga IRRIT A1, THIAd =0 I 2029
& 3MTH A ¥ Ugd gArat aRiierdr &I iR § feR &A1

Afds 3R TYuare smar

. ;Ti-i%rédl I =TT T SHESAT 890 H 9% d 814 ard 50! @l B UidHiYd o 91y gfed fdar Sl
?
o T A T g U ¥ SHaifee uiRkdim asia SRiqer & TR BR Thdl § 3R BRI
TYATE P HIGT DI HHGIR DR Jhdl g
o URERIA 3R Ay Wy AsAY & fo1 ST § S TN fAyg-tadr &1 W &R Jobal & 3R
e SHfIYTT Y IgTaT & Tobl B

3[R BT I

o TG AHES: 3P SFERE & god, Ufafaftia arded & wersters, gfard gfen 3R s
SR O 3 Yhaa! TR faaR a1 o gavd 3|

o 3 A S dhg B it I, FaRIweR 39 I o 1Y AT RIERT AT H1 91T S 39
TR T8} 3MTRehTY e R R B

o TS TET: AR & 3541 3R RN IR W9e H Gt 7d! ¥ d4dl & R gl 9ehdl 5|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y T TR AT 3 &1 SRiga 3Nk WHg JHHGT & 9R | fdrd Uer R df 81 2026 B
9T¢ SHSET- YR TRAHT & SuahT & Haunfae, Ie-ifae 3R Afde s #t sra-rHe
\_rﬁlilaﬁl(ZSOwords)
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{39y TafaRur fdaw 2025 & AR W, AHAG WBR = IHAYGRY ol & YDl F Yo A SIyaRog
B TINU BT 524.7 TIeWR H Thell T8 SAHIRVY AIAR P WISt & SOh IR o/d & Sidavid 311l 8, &Y Th
Heayul URiRYfd® & 3R yardt ueht gicwic g

Tamil Nadu government
notifies greater flamingo
sanctuary at Dhanushkodi

It spans over 500 hectares and is part of the Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve; the move aims at

preserving a critical stopover point along the Central Asian Flyway for migratory wetland birds

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
T vernment has offi-
cially declared a

greater flamingo sanctuary
at Dhanushkodi in Rama-
nathapuram district.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin inaugurated the sanctu-
ary via video conferencing
at an event organised by
the Departments of Envi-
ronment, Climate Change
and Forests in Chennai on
Thursday to celebrate
World Environment Day.

Thangam Thennarasu,
holding additional charge
as Minister for Environ-
ment; R.S. Rajakannapan,
Minister for Forests; and
Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary to Depart-
ments of Environment, Cli-
mate Change, and Forests,
participated in the event.

Rich biodiversity
The move aims to preserve
a critical stopover point
along the Central Asian
Flyway for thousands of
migratory wetland birds.
The sanctuary spans
524.7 hectares and encom-
passes both revenue the
and forest lands within Ra-

Safe zone: Flamingos in Dhanuskodi, Ramanathapuram district. As per the latest bird survey,
Dhanushkodi region has over 10,700 wetland birds, representing 128 species. L. BALACHANDAR

meshwaram taluk.

The designated area,
part of the ecologically
sensitive Gulf of Mannar
Biosphere Reserve, is
home to a variety of eco-
systems, including man-
groves, sand dunes, mud-
flats, and marshes.

These unique features
support a rich biodiversity,
from migratory birds and
marine life to nesting sea
turtles.

A Government Order
(G.0.) issued on June 4, by
Ms. Sahu, noted that ac-

cording to the recent 2023-
2024 Wetland Bird Survey,
the Dhanushkodi region
recorded over 10,700 wet-
land birds, representing
128 species, including he-
rons, egrets, sandpipers,
and both greater and lesser
flamingos.

Ecologically crucial

Mangrove species such as
Avicennia and Rhizophora
dominate the Dhanushko-
di lagoon, providing essen-
tial breeding grounds and
natural defenses against

coastal erosion. The sanc-
tuary status is expected to
encourage responsible
ecotourism, generate local
employment, and raise pu-
blic awareness about wet-
land conservation, the G.O.
said.

T.M. Anbarasan, Minis-
ter for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises, Srini-
vas Reddy, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force), Ra-
kesh Kumar Dogra, Chief
Wildlife Warden, also par-
ticipated.
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U HqH PT Hgd
3 ﬁhﬁﬁwm&m

> T8 HIRUY UIRFAUTAS! T & T THE B & BT § - HIg, ¥d & <, DS, Gacd - ol 99
3R B FARM T smeyfly uférdt @t 128 TeTfaal &1 TuYE o3d §1 98 It oiiaq Sk giga
I aTel TS HFeft o1 off ASE FHRal €, S 59 URfRUfa® U 9 Siidd e s g |

o W URATE WITSa (CAF):

> YIYPHIS] CAF & 1Y THET H ard YAl uferdl & o U Aeaquf Usa wid g1 T usmal &l
ngﬁﬁgwﬁvw@vu&ﬁwﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%m%eﬁﬁw&nﬁ@m
R |

o HAR $I WISt & TRRW IR f¥ord &1 fgw:

> U8 &F D! GRT AIRIAT U SARGRR Rod g, S 396 dfye uikfRUfies Agd &1 S9MR &Rl
21 3 TRed &1 o shieq ¥ 3f¥e o9 fafduar Sik IR H=a3H Uldagdrsil & Ty HRd &

N ECINERECRR NI
. TR vdeT 3R ey

> WHR BT ded W uRfRUfaet tded &1 Sgrar 31 8, S R [ o foTE AR & 3IaW”
U7 PR JobdT § 3R 1Y & AT Pl TREV & TR H SR R Jobell G|

e SAATg TAIATI:

> SHIRUY & T - Ry 0 ¥ Tfadfar 3R ASehRT St TeTfad - acig werd 8iR T davl
¥ FIaTs U THR & Y H B B! |, S Jadry e JuHfaal J aied i ||

gAfoar R faaR

o Tded 3R UIRFRUfAH! o) Tdferd HRAT: T8 R &A1 for Uit udes e smarl & e
I, 39 o T fafge &t sirawgendt gift

o YT YR Twaar pHId IeRie HrfieRY SR Ary-TeeRu Arsd R ik ol 81

. ﬁﬂmﬁsﬁguﬂﬁqﬂwmaﬁ@&@waﬁﬁa@aﬁmﬁaﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁmw
TR gHdl g

3T B G

o SR-fauTiiy JHag I AL HRAT (TFTERUI, T, GHeH, o)
o TE &HAT 3MHE P 1Y YTIGRUN & Ul HagaRid Wied A1 fas R s
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o AR A SR Wit (@1, S98, $H) & HieH J uferdl &1 AR agm

o STEGAl M, TS 3R UHid TS & HAIeqH I R Al 3R Gdeadn! ol Rfdd &l

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: YIUDIS! Y FARMN SRV & IR A FaffRa A ¥ s s adtes? 0
1. 9% 500 gFRIR H el g3 5|

2. S IoRG 3R a7 Yy S &7 wfdra |

3. 98 AR UgTSt &7 & Ry g

e B

a) Had 1 3R 2

b) %dd 2 3R 3

c) Had 1 3R 3

d) 1,2 3R 3

3xN: a)
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7 HRJ-HeT TR IUR URkYe &I 66 3R A YR-AY TRET Jaig I Ugd
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Jaishankar stresses need to
boost India-Central Asia links

More resources are required for that, the External Affairs Minister says, presses for intensifying

trade through Chabahar port; he also calls for ‘mutual settlement of trade’ in national currencies

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ore efforts and re-
sources need to
be invested in im-

proving India’s connectivi-
ty with Central Asia, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said on Thurs-
day highlighting the need
to intensify trade through
the Chabahar port in Iran.

At the India-Central Asia
Business Council meeting
ahead of the fourth India-
Central Asia Dialogue sche-
duled for Friday, Mr. Jaish-
ankar expressed support
for “mutual settlement of
trade” in national
currencies.

“We are discussing this
under the Joint Working
Group on Chabahar Port
under the India-Central
Asia platform,” said Mr.
Jaishankar at the event or-
ganised by the Federation
of Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry
(FICCI), referring to the re-
quirements to energise the
International North South
Transport Corridor
(INSTC), and greater use of
Chabahar port to reduce
travel distance and costs
between India and Central
Asia. Mr. Jaishankar spoke
at the event which was also
addressed by Murat Nur-

S. Jaishankar and Kazakhstan Deputy Prime Minister Murat Nurtleu

signed an MoU to strengthen bilateral ties. @DRSJAISHANKAR/X

tleu, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister of
Kazakhstan; Sirojiddin
Mubhriddin, Foreign Minis-
ter of Tajikistan; Rashid
Meredov, Foreign Minister
of Turkmenistan; and Sai-
dov Bakhtiyor Odilovich,
Foreign ~ Minister  of
Uzbekistan.

At Friday’s dialogue, the
Ministers are expected to
discuss trade, connectivity,
technology, and develop-
ment cooperation. “They
will also share perspectives
on challenges to regional
security and other regional
and global issues of mutual
interest,” said the Ministry
of External Affairs in an an-
nouncement regarding the
Minister-level meet-
ing. The Foreign Minister-

YR & e veg eilRmr &1 9mie Aga
o YIToAIS TR

> A9 URAT R/ & dg § U U6 Ie--99% &8F §l I8 UHE Naadl-&9, 9, 3 SR
BIFRAM & &IF Th AP B & TY H B Bl & 3R A= fRRAT 3R pAfdefadt &

Te@yul YfteT AT 3|

o Foll 3R HHTYA:

level dialogue is being seen
as significant as it comes a
month after India conduct-
ed Operation Sindoor
against terror targets in Pa-
kistan and reached out to
the Taliban administration
in Afghanistan.

‘Come up with ideas’

Mr. Jaishankar further
urged the business cham-
bers to come up with ideas
for enhancing bilateral ties
between India and Central
Asia ahead of a possible In-
dia-Central Asia leadership
summit that he said could
be held “sometime in the
not so distant future”. In
the near future, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi is ex-
pected to travel for the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-

ganization (SCO) meet in
Tianjin, China. The first In-
dia-Central Asia summit
was held in virtual mode
on January 27, 2022 when
Mr. Modi had hosted the
heads of governments of
the Central Asian coun-
tries. The third meeting of
the Foreign Ministers was
held during December 18-
20, 2021 in New Delhi.

“I would say closer en-
gagements between our
banks and financial sector
will definitely strengthen
our economic interaction.
Some beginnings have
been made in terms of
opening of Special Rupee
Vostro Accounts in Indian
banks by Central Asian
banks and there has also
been some discussions
about use of UPI [Unified
Payment Interface]. I
would certainly support
that very strongly as also
the steps we could take to
facilitate mutual = settle-
ment of trade in our na-
tional currencies,” he said.

Mr. Jaishankar said In-
dia-Central Asia bilateral
trade had touched $2 bil-
lion and added the figure
did “not reflect full poten-
tial”. “The need to address
this is today more urgent
because of the uncertain-
ties of the international
economy,” he said.

> I8 &F foud gRsiee HeR (XY © U ¥ Hellfewd™ 3R ghd-wdar) ¥ ¥Ud g, Sl YR &
Srort QR fafaefevur 3 forg weayf 8 J&ar g
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> Ui gRT URIAT ¥ $TBR $ & SRU HRA & IR ey TR deb et 4fty uga 77 &1
ST, SIARISIT ITR-Gférur uRag TRRIRT (INSTC) 3R S # II68R §axTg oY ANl AccHigd
URae & W § 7L URET a9 Uge & oY Agayqul g1

o AP YA R & ¥U A IEER dS1E:

> TEER YR &I uli?mdm B! TRIBIR HRA §U MBI 3R Hed URMAT b Ugd UG- HRl 5
YR-AeT TRMAT 9gad S g & d8d 307 -] old 3R FaTe &I Aolgd Bl ATAR 3R
memwﬁwm@ﬁ%%ﬁﬂ%@t‘[ﬂf%l }ﬂg@ﬂ Taraft 3R gUteng &1 I9anT:
g%ﬁmﬁﬁw%wﬁweﬁw é@w%ﬁ%mn%mwwwﬁq

st & g YRd & S-Sadiaul, e ey sem ok faeeh gar FHukar &t
HH B P TG P ST 2|

° ﬁ?&ﬂéﬁ?m@lﬁﬂz

> IMTRIA R 3R e 9 URd &1 Ugd & a1 JdIg &1 Hed 3R ¢ 77§, S &g JReq
Tfa=iedr 3R ideare faRieh ol & YR o1 Ifpa YrierR) &1 cgfdr g1

HRd-Aed TR A & fore omi 1 38

Teg TS TEUNT & 1Y INSTC 3R TEER FANE P THIET @71 I Tferd |

fo<ita Tl &1 fovdR H=en: dfdeT UriieRY, Foan arel @l 3R f$fred yram vonferdl &t serar ol
TSI T ! 91T g4 o fore (A Aga RReR I S el

TABRUTT 3R GRSIBIE H ol HFTGRT 3R Ygad ITH! DI FgIaT &l

3fTddare, Saarg aRad 3R e R T HRAs & g TOel ok YRd-He TR aaf o

qgueia i &1 Ay IS

UPSC Mains Practice Question
T%: Aeg TRMT & Y YR Bl Igal HTIGRT 0, 3l 3R Yot fedl & IR0 I IR g
YRI-AeT TREAT Gaeh HI Aolgd B J IEER §G7ME 3R INSTC St Hfaeiact ggal & AT iR S8
M gl R 7 HR1 (250 Words)
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HRd H HIfds-19 & A A T o1 T§T 8, S NB.1.8.1 3R LF.7 S 3fif¥epld ¥9-aUe & BRI
g1 STafds SifEeT=T AT TRl S &N & AU Bech o U &, dIF Bl IR, T WRIH P agdhl 3R
quwmopwwuvnﬁﬁ%m&qﬁﬁém@ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁné%ﬁxﬁuﬁaﬁmcméﬁwﬁﬁa@ﬁnﬁ
TR ABTHI DI I Hdl R SR a1 §, Afe oy 0 A HaeiR 3imerd! & i Iraet sva o garg

gl

Taking stoc

Taking care:

visakhapa
onMay30,

of COVID-19 vaccines

As cases rise in India. doctors across the board say that, ar present. they see no need for a massvaccination drive; the ICMR has maintained that the new ca:

have mostly

been mild with reported symptoms akin to those of the common cold or seasonal flu: experts stress on the need to practice personal hygiene

The Hindu Bureau

ver the past few weeks,

headlines around India and

Southeast Asia have centred

around a virus that the world
has wanted to forget: COVID-19. At first, an
uptick in cases in Hong Kong, Singapore
and ather parts of the region caused
concern. Gradually though, India too,
witnessed a surge in cases, with numbers
y standing at 4,866, and

e

Doctors dnd experts have said time and
again that there is no reason to panic
spikes and dips in COVID19 cases are
expected; the virus they say, is
co-circulating with other seasonal
infections and no major waves are
expected. Misinformation, in fact, is
harder to battle, they point out.

Residents however, are raising
questions about the COVID 19 vacdines: it
may be recalled that India launched the
world's largest COVID-19 immunisation
drive in January 2021. To date, over 220
crore doses of vaccines have been
administered in the country as per the
CoWIN dashboard. These were primarily
of the two vaccines available then,
AstraZeneca's Covishield and Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin.

What is the vaccine situation now?
Rajiv Bahl, Director General of the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the
country’s nodal scientific body, has said
there is absolutely no need to initiate mass
booster doses for COVID-19 vaccination at

resent, and neither is there a direction
from the Central government for this,

Speaking about the rising number

in India, Dr. Bahl,

there are no stocks at present, a
sovernment official said, adding that the
government could direct manufacturers to

juce more stocks when neces:
Mast States, including Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and West Bengal, have no
stocks of the vaccine at present.

Variants driving the spike
As of now, the variants of COVID-9 doing
the mun(h in India are descendants of the
ariant, first reported in
Novermber 2021, The emerging
sub+variants - NB1.81and LF7 - thatare
driving the current COVID surge arc

immune memory remains. This innate
immunity plus the vaccine-derived
immunity thraugh gnod coverage of the
initial two doses means that most people
have strong hybrid immunity against
COVID 19" a Kerala Health Department
official said, adding that the previous
vaccines may not even be very effective
against the Omicron variants — they
‘would, howeves, offer protection against
serious forms of the disease.

Though two indigenously developed

nasal vaccines specifically

descendants of IN1, a sublineage of the
Omicron BA.2.86 variant.

In Kerala, for instance, a senior Lealth
Department official said: “Almost all of the
samples sent for whale genome
sequencing from the State have shown
that the circulating virus variant is LEL
one of the descendants of Omicron, the
immune evasiveness of which is quite well

m.” These sub~variants, doctors say,
me. s (ar, causing mild ilinesses.

P. Senthur Nambi, semior consultant,
Infectious Diseases, Apollo Hospitals.
Chennai, said that most of the COVID-19
patients he had seen so far have done
well. “Most of them had only an upper
respiratory infection. Gone are the days
when COVID-1Y affected the Jungs causing
preumonia and breathing difficulfies.
These patients were managed based on
their symptoms and most of them did not
require any COVID-specific antiviral
medications. Prior exposure to the
infection, the effects of the vaccines taken
or acom of both factors with
vaccine-induced antibodies could be
playing a protective role,” he explained.

Cases this time around have mostiy
been mild, the ICMR has maintained, with

recommend booster
doses to patients on a
case-to-case basis,
depending on the needs
of individuals,

He further explained
that the need for mass
vaccination, while not felr ar

present, could arise, with perhaps a
mutation in the virus or its spread. “For
that, India already has the capacity to
scale up production and provide for the
general public. We have done this before
and there is no need to panic.” he said,
reiterating that as of now there was no
need for individuals to rush in to get a
hooster dose.

Since vaccines used in 2021 and 2022
have now fallen into disuse and expired,
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r kin 1o those of the
common cold o scasonal flu. “The key
difference with these new strains.” said
Sujan Bardhan, consultant (TB & chest
diseases), Narayana lknp:ml RN Tagore
llospnal Kolkata, *

another ind us MRNA
vaccine for the same variant
were made available in the
Indian market, the uptake was
low, doctors said. Kiran Madaka, a
Hyderabad-based doctor, .,m ofan
groupof

epidemiologists under e COVID
Treatment E Organisation, said
the current Workd flealth Organization
i < recommend vaccines primarily
for individuuals abave the age of 70 10 80;
those who are: and
patients with multiple comorbidities.
Children, especially those aged two to six,
do not need vaconation unless they have
underlying mhh fssues or are
immunosyj

Dr. Nambi in !)u-nnanwd some
patients, thase who have travel
obligations, have requested the vaccines,
but none are av a present. “But [
wish that there was an option of
vaccination, not for
‘population in large but for two subsets of
patient groups in whom the infection
could cause problems,” he said. The first
group of patients are those who have not
received any COVID-I9 vaccine due tn
various factors and had no COVID-19
infection in the past. So, they will neither
have natural immunity or vacene induced
immunity. Though a weakened virus, it
could cause complications such as

Are vaccines needed at present?
Doctors acress the board say that at
present, they see no need for 2
massvaccination drive.

“By the time Omicron ran its course,
almast all of our population had been
exposed to the virus. Even when this
antibody protection wanes, the long term

P 3 T 3
especially if they are over 65 years of age,
he said. The second subset of patients are
those with underlying comorbiditics such
ailments, Chronic Obstructiv

immunc compromisc
persons, induding those who have
undergone organ transplants. “Other
coronaviruses such as the Middle East

tory Syndrome did not last long,
but we are stll talking ahout COVID since
the end of 2019. So, 2 vaccine will be

in the long run from the public health
e. But this heing a mutating
virus, we will need to modify the vaccines
on a regular basis,” Dr. Nambi observed.
T. Jacob John, retired professor of
dlinical virology at Christian Medical
College, Vellore, also said that the elderly
and immunocompromised people needed
10 be vaccinated again, irespective of
whether they were fully vaccinated {two
doses and a boaster) or had been expased
to the virus earlier. "These people
are vulnerable even with mild
variants as their immune
systems are weak, and they
are at greater nsk of
complication:
State governments,

however, have taken a more
cautious stance: “Whether
vaccination is required or not

Selvavinayagam, T.N. Director of Pul
Health and Preventive Medicine. “We
need w study the epidemiology of the
current cases before. commenting on the

has said it was “not advocating for or

against COVID booster shots™ because of
the lack of epidemiological data that
booster doses offered enhanced
protection against emerging
Imumune-evasive varants.

What next?
‘The Delhi High Court, earlier, directed the
Centre to submit a thorough status report
detailing its actions regarding the policy
for sampk collection, collection centres,
rtation of samples. It also
we,«ed urgency to finalise Standard
Operating Procedures.

While preparedness of health systems
remains crucial, doctors said that at
present everyone should focus on
personal protection. with special care
being given to vulnerable sections of the
population. As the virus continues to
adapt, so must we, Dr. Bardhan said
Staying informed and following trusted
health sources, personal protection and
hygiene measures, avoiding crowded
places when possible or masking up,
refraining from going outdoors when ill
and maintaining a br.‘dlvh\ well-balanced
l:l't:hko.ukl help navigate this phase

and any more to come.
{Compiled by Zubeda Hamid with inputs
from C. Maya in Kerala, Serena Josephine
M. in Chennai, Bindu Shajan Perappadan
in Deihi, Afshan Yasmeen in Bengaluru,
Shrahana Chatterjer in Koikata and
Siddharth Kumar Singh in Hyderabad.}

beneficial for these two groups of persons

co.n)

THE (

v

Doctors says spikes and dips in
COVID-19 cases are expected;
the virus they say,is

co circulating with ather
seasonal infections and no
major waves are expected.
Misinformatien, in fact,is
hharder to battie, they point out

v

A5 of now, the variants of
COVID-19 doing the rounds in
India are descendants of the
Omicron variant, first regorted
In November 2021, The
emerging sub-variants —
NEL51andLF.7— that are
driving the current COVID surge
are descendants of IN.1, 2
sub-lineage of the Omicron
BA2.85 variant

-

While preparedacss of health
systems remains crucial,
foctors said that at present
‘eueryone should facus on
personal protection, with

pogulation, inclucing eldery
citizens, yourg chidren,
pregnant women and those
with immaune compromised
systems or cheanic ilinesses
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> ICMR 3R U9 faRimsi 3 fUed dud 8fiR Uiflies CIhIatl Hasl & HRU geb A0l 3R 3
UTepfcreh UfR&l TRY 1 gaTel ad gU APSATH! XX WRIP D! STl DI @Iel B 341 5

> URA - HEMRI & oA & GRM 220 IS ¥ IS TP <, o S smard! o gsfore
UfeR& Tepfad + daii=-0Rka) 9a1 g3

Hiferd R Iuasar

> T8A & AT (@ifaxiics, Hafe) & e dd T 81 9% ¢ |
> 3N aNTeE [P, mRNA) & folT dOR fHT MU U AP Iuasy 8, AfhT 35T HH IuAT fhan
ST B 3R IRBR} Wb IdHH H HISG T8l 8

U covID afvae - ¥ TR Afp asit @ Beq aret

> FaUM I8Td NP SU-dw, faRy U I LF.7 3R NB.1.8.1 & HRU gl

> faRiwRl 3 ea faan i 3 aftie S=a Imedr dfed & faw] feard €, St SareraR Susl 49
e T&or Ul I gl

I SIS 91 GYEI IR ST ¢

> WHO 3R 4RI farivg fRgfefad & fore Tads e &t 9dE ed o

o (70-80+ )
gforenfagi safe
H§-3I0Td dTdl AN (864, s, UIRIYUT HTH)

e a1 3R ATdoi-d SIiRedl

> e JRRY AR SARAldd 81 61 8, Teid Yo 3R "eRIge ool JRY &b oy ffeieh
TR gl O @R 7E B

> ARINY WPR A TR IR §1C 3G, 3Efa fQ=M-FE UpiiRid B 3R doki J Heifdd
e @ Fue @1 318 R B |

AR 3R wiasy 5 aeET

> %I\stl DR AP &, IR ifd TR ol 77 § vgd AemR! fosm daeh sierai &t udien &R @t
|
> foceh S =T A $g ¥ FRE, T W98 iR ey IuHIfaal )R Theidt SR fRufa fdid
TR 3 B BT 5 |
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> SideR! BT Y4 ¢ fob T e AT YR&T W 8141 AT, 7 o TavTge W - o 1t s-urs areft
SHTE! TR HIRGh T, TSl 3R ST A&fun ol gee ia ]

3T B T8

IR BU ANUC B ¢ e & ol Ugs! TR SR SHHe ShHUT oI Jofed BTl
A a1 BT GHIEAT B & [AE Fdol-1ds YR UM 1 S8 G|
S{TATIRTR SUANT & foTE daite BT HER TR H=1, faRiy U I HHIR &K & |
TERT TS IR T AASAIC & el Co-WIN ﬁr@r%iﬁeagaﬁm|
Higsy & 499 Jeeh SR & Uiy ¥ fFAued & iU aauss rawi-e Wy yonferdl § covip gfafshar

DI UDhipd BT

UPSC Mains Practice Question
UY: PIAS-19 & oo U H Y A IHA & WY, YR P U TGl WA G DI 7S e
$T JHAT BT S 8T 31 ¢ ARTe & Ao aféra Herewor ik dufeal &Y adar urifa &
SATATATHD S B3 | YT 3R JraT=a RS F i Jgad g9 & RIe 71 FeH IS o 9Fd 87
(250 words)
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Injustice in the delay

The announcement of the Census is

BRU §S X B 39 IoHaD T § Gdegie AT S 6T 7, TR
frata &t & IR SR URaTfad SIfd 0T ¥ 98 819 & HRUT| S&fd
31 U8 & fo fefred Iusmull &1 3uM &1 Wrid fhar ST w8, 30 $
0& & T 3R ¢ A fagHl, TRe® JA 3R $© &40 WHRI & i
ECIEEEREAR]

3T e, 3R fawaryor
o 8 3R sHS yRumH
> 2021 & for Ry SRTUMAT 319 2027 d & forw g & &
TS ® - HRd & sfaer § ged oid 3iavTe |
> 3R ST STl &1 SIafufd THIfad & 6;
o DHAUDBR! TSN BT ABIT
o Ul I THIYT 3MTdeH
o TS oM, Wy SR fRren &1 g gt

> o3 reg-3myTRa Hifd Ao & FAeIR Ft § 3R Iad TR
FU I HAGIR ST BT YHTAT Bl B

o fERred SUET: T QYR aaarR

> %Eﬁw,wm%ﬁwmﬁwmﬁamﬂ,sﬁwm

o 3HfYF U5 3R faxawuners god

> gTaitep, a8 fFafafed & ar o iR fiard of Uer wrar &
o STMURYAT 3R SR Y&
o it ugd ara Fiv)/ g &l 1 fefored sfeer
o Il TTUMAT - GREH AT SIRGH?

> 1931 & 91 Ugal IR, SIfd-3MTRd ST b bl o Jhdl o
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welcome, but the delay is unjust
l ndia’s next decadal population census, in-

itially delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic, is
now scheduled to conclude by March 2027,
after a further delay apparently fuelled by politi-
cal motivations. The Census in 2021 did not take
place as planned, thus impacting different as-
pects of governance, especially social security
schemes for vulnerable populations that rely hea-
vily on updated demographic data for effective
and efficient delivery. For the first time, the Cen-
sus will be digitally administered, enabling faster
data gathering and easier accessibility for analy-
sis, thereby allowing population-level data to be
more dynamic. However, this technological
adoption also heightens concerns regarding data
theft and privacy. While the nature of the Census
will evolve, transparency at all levels will be cru-
cial to building public trust in the exercise. Prep-
arations for this massive operation, which will
reach every household, are underway, with more
logistical details anticipated in the weeks ahead.
India stands at a demographic crossroads, fac-
ing the challenges of growing populations of the
young and the old alongside significant regional
variations in key indicators. Fresh data from the
Census can help address many issues. For the
first time since 1931, caste categories will be en-
umerated. While more reliable data on the socio-
economic standing of caste groups can inform
development planning, the potential for further
social segmentation makes caste enumeration a
double-edged sword. A critical aspect of the up-
coming Census is its link to the next delimitation
of Lok Sabha and Assembly constituencies,
which will redraw India’s electoral map. The Con-
stitution mandates that the next inter-State de-
limitation be based on population figures from
the first Census after 2026. The current distribu-
tion of Lok Sabha seats is based on the 1971 pop-
ulation spread. With the reference date for the
Census set as March 1, 2027, for most of the coun-
try, this can pave the way for the next delimita-
tion exercise. States that have experienced lower
population growth in recent decades, particular-
ly in the peninsular region, have expressed con-
cern that their parliamentary representation will
diminish if population becomes the sole criterion
for redistribution. The Centre has vet to clarify its
stance on this matter. With the Census now in
motion, it is imperative for the Centre to engage
with all stakeholders and build consensus on the
sensitive issue of delimitation. Otherwise, the de-
lay in the announcement of the Census will be ta-
ken to mean as an attempt to ensure that the rul-
ing BJP Dbenefits from the increased
representation for the Hindi-speaking States.
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o FraTRoTR- 3P RTHTATSl B JgdR Ia
o YDRIHD HRATS BT S5k ALITHRUI
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o SIFTd UM &I Holgd HR Tl §
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> Y™ & 3f™ie 82 & YR, TR 2026 & SI¢ UgH! SHIUMT & YR TR g1
> @W@ﬁmwn%w@wwwﬁa%ﬁaﬂ@ﬁnﬁaﬁ%wmﬁ
TG g |
> gl ¥eg, fSin See gfg &1 i foan &, Ie o ufaffia 9n &1 X ¢ afe dief @t
TS Y Tt T ST F S ST STl g |

o TIyrT B FH 3% IS YR

> SGEHT-SYUIRT AFCS! & Tl Sae fiarsfl & e oY ddfad foar e, 39 R &5 3
guft aredhall HI Tt g
> IMTAD] BT db g fb e T TR UIc! B! Bael gl Iobdl &, TIHR facl HIST sl |, S Hidw
& R & 41 gl R Ihd B
3 &1 B

o STIUMT &1 AT 3R foparags # uReRIAT ok Saraeg! gRfda &A1
o UH R & HHH Y URUHA AHES] IR g & $9 DI WY AT
o TSfoTea SHTOMT & AT SeT Mg ST SR dh-iid! YRET SUR AR HRAT|

o Ut ol ST S SRR THHT SR WA Géfdl & Sid Uda & R gl |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YR DI PN SIUMET & TS § TR-IR B drell 391 o7 3R ¢l §Ug ¥ W i usar g -
TS HeaTul | AP gATd! UfafAfied a1 2027 B STH0MT F VA 3R wRarfad fefred ey
T I B arelt URIT aawRIT 3R Fey fiaref &) smele-reTe Siid #¥1 (250 words)
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A Euroceniric reset, a gateway for India

consequences, United Kingdom Prime

Minister Keir Starmer’s new agreement with
the European Union (EU) signals a powerful
“reset” of their relations, resuming cooperation
on food standards, fishing rights, defence and
border checks. While this development may
appear Eurocentric, it opens a gateway to
possibilities and challenges for India that demand
urgent attention.

The U.K. and the EU are among India’s most
important trade and diplomatic partners, and
their renewed alignment could redraw India’s
global strategy map. For Indian exporters, this
could simplify compliance and revive supply
chain fluidity. For policymakers, this presents an
opportunity to strengthen strategic alliances. For
the diaspora, this could reshape education and
migration prospects. In short, the U.K.-EU reset is
not just a regional recalibration. It is a moment
that could redefine India’s trade corridors,
diplomatic engagements, and soft power leverage
in the West.

l n a diplomatic move, with far-reaching

A reshaping of India’s export dynamics

The renewed collaboration in areas such as food
safety, customs coordination and fisheries is
poised to significantly influence Indian exports to
both regions. In FY2024, India’s exports to the EU
stood at $86 billion, while exports to the UK.
totalled $12 billion, highlighting their strategic
role in India’s external trade.

Post-Brexit, Indian exporters have grappled
with navigating two separate regulatory regimes,
especially in key sectors such as pharmaceuticals,
textiles, seafood, and agro-based products. A
harmonised U.K.-EU regulatory framework could
simplify compliance, reduce redundancy and
lower operational costs. India, a significant
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The U.K-EU
reset has the
potential to
redefine India’s
trade,
diplomatic
engagements
and soft power
leverage

in the West
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supplier of generic medicines to the UK.,
fulfilling over 25% of its pharmaceutical needs,
would benefit from a unified approval
mechanism that accelerates clearances and
enhances cost efficiency.

Similarly, Indian seafood exports, valued at
760,523.89 crore (approximately $7.38 billion) in
FY2024, could face fewer trade barriers if the
food standards and fishing policies are aligned.
However, tighter common standards might
challenge Indian Small and Medium Enterprises,
which often lack the capital and technical
know-how. To remain competitive, India must
strengthen its export ecosystem through
initiatives such as the Remission of Duties and
Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) and the
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme.

A stronger voice in global diplomacy
Beyond trade, the geopolitical dimensions are
significant for India. A more synchronised
U.K.-EU foreign policy, particularly in defence
and the Indo-Pacific, offers India an avenue to

enhance its multilateral coordination with the EU.

India already operates under the EU-India
Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to 2025, and in
2022, it renewed its Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership with the U..K., covering cyber
security, climate action, and maritime security.

As the U.K. realigns its policies with the EU,
India could benefit from cohesive western
support on global platforms, such as the United
Nations, the G-20, and the World Trade
Organization (WTQ). Strategic ties with France,
Germany and the UK. are vital to India’s defence
modernisation and technological ambitions,
especially regarding naval power.

Notably, India-France bilateral trade reached
$15.1 billion in 2024-25; landmark defence

agreements with Germany and the UK. have
focused on technology transfer and joint
development. A coordinated U.K.-EU defence
policy could open doors for deeper trilateral or
multilateral engagements in the Indo-Pacific,
where shared concerns over China’s assertiveness
persist.

Additionally, India’s leadership in the Global
South — spotlighted during its G-20 presidency in
2023 — can be amplified by leveraging the
U.K.-EU thaw to drive collective action on climate
finance, digital infrastructure and global
governance reforms. A unified West could
become a more dependable ally for India if it
engages with India, strategically and assertively,
in the future

Enhancing trade and talent power

On the mobility front, India has the world’s
largest diaspora, which includes large
communities in the U.K. and across the EU. In
2024, the U.K. issued more than 1,10,000 student
visas to Indian nationals, placing India among the
top sources of international students.

While post-Brexit restrictions limited access for
Indian professionals to EU markets, renewed
U.K.-EU border coordination could enable partial
mobility, creating a semi-integrated talent
corridor. This could also bolster India’s migration
pacts with Germany, France and Portugal by
embedding them within a broader U.K.-EU
framework.

These converging shifts — trade liberalisation,
mobility reintegration, and foreign policy
alignment — present rare diplomatic and
economic opportunities. To seize these
opportunities, India must accelerate reforms,
modernise its export infrastructure, and assert its
role in global governance.

Hdl g1 59 geAhH & ATAIe A HRd & forg durfaa aryl ik gifaal &t siiw

B (250 words)
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