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Bihar has consistently fallen behind
in registering births, report shows

Though registrations rose from 3.7% in 2000 to 16.9% in 2005, they were way behind national average of 56.2% and 62.5%,

3 & 9gd 0D €1 f9ER & Haerar gdl & e @ R 78T gRe (THaEer) &

respectively; report comes amid voter roll revision in the State that has stipulated norms to establish a child’s date of birth

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

ccording to the
A 2009 Civil Registra-
tion System (CRS)

report compiled by the Re-
gistrar-General of India
(RGI), the level of registra-
tion of births in Bihar in
2000 stood at 3.7% com-
pared with the national av-
erage of 56.2% the same
year. The total number of
births registered across the
country in 2000 was
1,29,46,823.

For those born in 2004
and 2005, the level of re-
gistration in the State was
11.5% and 16.9%, respec-
tively. The countrywide re-
gistration was 60.4% in
2004 and 62.5% in 2005.
The total registered births
in 2004 and 2005 were
1,57,77,612 and 1,63,94,625,
respectively.

The 2009 report said
that “in order to quantify
the impact of Bihar and Ut-
tar Pradesh, which are per-
forming abysmally poor
for the last so many years,
the level of registration for
the country excluding
these two States have been
worked out”, which rose to

Wy 7

A cute statistic: Medical institutions are to report incidents of

births and deaths within 21 days of the event’s occurrence. Ap

78.3% in 2005.
“On comparison of esti-
mated and registered

births, it is found that there
is significant gap in esti-
mated and registered
births in Bihar, Uttar Pra-
desh and Andhra Pra-
desh,” the report said.

Revision for election

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls,
which is currently going on
in Bihar, stipulates that
those born in India after
December 2, 2004 would
have to provide any of 11
documents, which include

birth certificates, establish-
ing their date of birth and/
or place and furnish simi-
lar documents belonging
to the father and mother of
the applicant also. There
were over 7.72 crore elec-
tors in Bihar during the
2024 Lok Sabha election.

The Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) on Mon-
day said 4.96 crore elec-
tors do not need to submit
any documents as they can
verify their details from the
2003 electoral rolls when
the last such exercise was
carried out.

The Union Home Minis-

try amended the Registra-
tion of Births and Deaths
Act, 1969 in 2023 that man-
dated digital birth certifi-
cates for those born after
October 1, 2023 for admis-
sions in schools, colleges
and for updating electoral
rolls.

However, periodic CRS
reports show that not all
births are registered. On
March 17, the RGI office
cautioned private and go-
vernment hospitals to re-
port incidents of births and
deaths within 21 days after
it was found that many
medical institutions were
flouting the law adding that
nearly 10% births were not
getting registered.

CRS and SRS
“To get an idea as to the
coverage of civil registra-
tion in the country, the da-
ta generated from the Civil
Registration System (CRS)
has been compared with
corresponding estimates
thrown up by the Sample
Registration System (SRS),”
the 2009 report said.
While the CRS is the ac-
tual numbers, the SRS is
the largest demographic
survey in the country man-

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

dated to provide annual es-
timates of fertility and
mortality indicators at the
State and national level.

The EC’s move to con-
duct the SIR has invited
criticism from Opposition
parties terming it as a
move to bring the National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
through the backdoor.

All India Majlis-e-Itteha-
dul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
president Asaduddin
Owaisi said the govern-
ment should furnish the
data on total number of il-
legal migrants in the
country.

“How is the BLO (Booth
Level Officer) going to scru-
tinise the documents? Why
should people pay penalty
for government not keep-
ing a check on illegal mi-
grants.. We want to know
the criteria that was fol-
lowed during the SIR in
2003,” Mr. Owaisi said.

In 2022, as many as
2,54,39,164 births were re-
gistered. In 2022, Bihar
was among 14 States where
50%-80% births were regis-
tered in the stipulated 21-
day period. The State regis-
tered 71% births within the
prescribed limit of 21-days.
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gE frep:

2000 H, fIGR T S+ Uofih0T 3.7% T, STaifcs AP TR R TG 56.2% AT

2005 T, fIER H GUR BIhR 16.9% 81 7T, S 3+t 41 AP 37 62.5% U 9§ HH |

WHRTY 7 fI8R, IR TSR SR 38 UG H AT 3R Usiipd o1 & o Tb Hedgu! 3Rk ¢

%ozz ﬁ,%ﬁ's’r{ﬁ 21 et & iR 71% S &1 UoiiamRur fopa, fhx oft T saft off 50-80% SrUTe sidhe
3T & |

BTd & YT H:

TG S 3R TG UsiipRur fAFTH, 1969 (2023) & YR, 1 AR, 2023 & §I¢ oFH - dd
i & fo o d | g iR g6 $usce & fore fefred o= v o 8@ Sif+ard g

TG RN & THIMSIR 1R H 2 3R, 2004 & 91 FH o aTel o g o fafY ofk /M &
THI0T Bt ATTIH T BIail &, TR W UolihRur aTd &5 # afgshR 3R Ugd & aR # Ridd §¢ ot €1

o OHITa® AdT3l Tfed 3Med] BT dd g [P 59 dig & XAl TANRIT b JHH ANTRGIT AU &

foTe uep Urell 51 Iohd @, forad dy FarRydl & dferd 819 1 Sifed 6l

fYerR @ usii®rur yore & gifaar:

1. HGR AR Ydd-: WY DI SIS & daulg, $RTad HRR ard 21-Gawiig safyy &

HiaR 1 &1 Ui A & fawra g4 |

iﬁmgdlmﬂdlz TSI S o &1 B!, Ry =0 ¥ grivr 3R ifasad &= &, srIured &1
|

3. BH SReHAL URAR, fa9y &7 ¥ gIfRT R s Juerl §, S TSRl & Hed 3R B

ST & T 8d B

4. §fard} gt Bt Bt Uik Hifd, fefsrea yonferat iR g femt SR deiierur wafadl &

S gH-ad Dt B |

gioTH:

D AABR: U ST USIHRUI & HRUT 1Y R ANTRGT Fifad &3 & SHdal & RO

HAGH & 3SR Y dferd fobar S Yeper 5 | _

§|H||'\\s1q> BTl Ugd: fRIefl, Wy Jarsft 3R TRBRY TSH137 g Uga & e ST JHT01 U Headqut
I

ST fay-aar: TR WeRuy U SR g oo iR grdue ifd dediarur o geiemd

B! HHSR AT 5

Gﬂ'ﬁﬂ'ﬁ?’l's':

1. Tadd B Aoigd o3 21 ol & Hiar o7 &1 RO 9 A a1 SMT & Sfsd Y SR Sigured &t
EISIIREERY
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2. fefored Tamiaur: HISRTH WiewE! o A1y fifren SR &1 IRafdd T0g § JS1a gHfEd &1 |

3, uﬂile;%odl HFHTT: TSN SRSl B! SIdT o1 & [T TR Hrisdisll, Tamadt iR Hifsar &1
IUANT B |

4. TEITASIHRUT &) TS I18: Hs Uga JHon R R &1 58 w3 & faw ardior &3 | ufesansi
CARRGERI

5. SIIBRI Pt &M Hx: YA B3 [ AT THIARE & [T SXATASIHRUT B TSN AT &7 9
SRHUT T Y- 3MUTRT AT B 3R 7 o oS |

e
o fI8R ¥ T USiHR0r & AR SIeRT T8} IS 3R TRV HHdT &1 S=idT ¢ | Sdfd g1 &
BT YR 3R dH-Idb! exay ANRG UoiidRu § JUR BT IR Y&H Hd &, Iod I FHIaR

HTAGTH, YRS Saraca! 3R ANTRG SRedbdT &1 Wifidsdr <t anfey arfes g8 gAfda foear o
o foh ITeivTa @il & HRu forddt off safad & BT Ugam SR SifeRI ¥ dferd 7 farar S|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

T: AN A G 3 3 Anie tsitexor gurme (Fiemes) o YHeT S srara-rde o
F9 | fIgR 99 Tl & 39 UHTE! & | A B3 H for gl T |rE= ST USdT 82 (250 Words)
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TR RigR ¥ it Ta& & ofare #, o Swig-snumid R 3 370 Gl &l STt 8¢ a6 JerT i,
Hlec;gip[eohl@rgzH&@ﬁ?ﬁ?\’rwﬁéuéﬂwﬁaﬁrwﬁm%lH‘s"l—ﬂ?‘dﬁ&iﬁﬁ&r—aﬂwﬁ‘d?&ﬂ&m&ﬁﬁ
TS Jo! BAT g |

India fast-tracks 52 satellites
for precision surveillance
following Operation Sindoor

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After defence forces real-
ised the need for more pre-
cision surveillance during
Operation Sindoor, the Un-
ion government has or-
dered the fast-tracking of
the launch of 52 dedicated
surveillance satellites, en-
hancing round-the-clock
monitoring of coastline
and land borders.

In October last year, the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led Cabinet Commit-
tee approved $3.2 billion
for the SBS-III programme
to develop next-generation
satellites over the next de-
cade. Under the pro-
gramme, ISRO will manu-
facture and launch the first
21 satellites, while private
companies will handle the
remaining 31. The Defence

ISRO will make and
launch the first 21
satellites, while
private companies
will handle the

remaining 31

Space Agency (DSA) will
oversee the operation of
the newly launched satel-
lite system.

“We have asked the priv-
ate companies and ISRO
for early launch of satel-
lites. We are expecting first
set of satellites to be
launched by 2026,” said a
senior official. The official
added that the new satel-
lites will be using artificial
intelligence (AI) to make
smarter decisions and im-
prove overall performance
and efficiency in space.

During Operation Sin-

door, satellite-based sur-
veillance helped Indian de-
fence forces to act swiftly
by offering accurate intelli-
gence, including the trajec-
tory and movement of
drones and missiles. In-
dia’s satellites, like the Car-
tosat and RISAT, helped de-
fence forces to track
enemy mobilisation, con-
firm strike impact, and
maintain real-time situa-
tional awareness, which
prevented any major dam-
age to the country’s mili-
tary assets.

After the successful im-
plementation of SBS-III, In-
dia will become more self-
reliant and reduce its de-
pendence on  other
countries. It will help focus
more clearly and accurate-
ly on the Pakistan and Chi-
na border and the Indian
Ocean Region.

g‘@xﬁé\w

o T8 UH THETTH-I1I (3faRe-3memid FRm-111) Srdswd &1 fow g, o sfagar 2024 # ey At &t
3{eEfdT aTelt dhfaie T gRT $3.2 faferm & wdiiga fovam mar |

o SR UBA 21 IUIE! BT faBTH 3R YT ST it Huf~at AW 31 I IHTA

o 3T YUK T TaTA- Y& SaNef Told! (SITqT) GRT foar S|

o ITIE SR MU A1 3R IRAfdD THT H Wax &1 Udl 7 & fore nfefpRra seferaiy @sis) o1
ATH ISTE |

o & BT UgAT U 2026 db U 2|
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UHIfa® Hg:
1. 9¢1 g5 a1 AR
o YA Tiraft (AW =0 F urford iR = & 1) 3R T &7 Bt FRAR IR
o A @I I T, S guUs SR sd UaquT &1 udl @ 3R I8 b & HRd BT &ar o
YR HAT 5|
2. gf¥eETa dedr:

o TRAAD THT BT Sl doit § Ufdfehar, Il aed Wt iR Wcid gad YHfd &l g
o SHTRTA RigR & GRM, HIeie R e o TR A aRafdd I9g &I fUfd & IR § SHaR!

3. rAfAYRAT 3R Jurifae Tarasa:

o fac=h Wftear yonferdt R Rk w0 axar g1
o & 3R 3faRker 7 snaf ik YRa & =PHIv & Iy WAd BT 3|

4. Qg SUYNT BT &HT:

o TfdeTd & SR AUST Feie, Taiarur fFRHT 3R 3iiafke qrem & saATd far S Ibar 7
o Al UHIERU SeT faRayul, T1ed 3ffde iR U Aol H YR FRal g

gt i faam:
1. TSR YR Tadh fand:

o T IWIE URR g, ST 3R SAaei-e SIRY! & Ui Hda-=id 8id ol
o TRIEd TR 3R ST TP & folu Aol Uil id & 3aadmdl gidt g

2. foroft &= &t yferer:

o SUUE o ol Aol Raenfear & Iiua & fow @y ame €, IPR Tyar 3R Weifiie! I
NCIpId bl AIIHdT Bl B
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3. 3dfver Aaran ik wefy +fis:

o gﬂﬁ:{%gﬁé’fﬁﬁ%ﬁam(LEO)ﬁWﬁW%W%WWWGﬁ@Ha@W
|

4. Iy y-Ieifae HdgTiterarn]:

o 3MpTAD FTRM emaratt & usifEl iR af¥ye wfeaal gRT @R & ®U & AFT o Jobdl g, S
3fafer Yo Bt fRidTd 9¢ Iahdl g |
3"'&3%?1'6':

o TRINTA GEGIHRUT: BT THYT 3R IRATe Waraidl & 1Y & faie Tl &1 F=ed S|

o  TIdSHE-Fol dreHe: I W fSaiast, TamR iR Sardeg! YHEd &= & foru pPp Aisd &I
HRIR G

o Tg T AIAfIHAT IUUE TR MR &M ST § Al & Afde Iuant wR feznfAdwr fawia

HA
o SIRIFTT Bl Y-IToriicd Tvur Bl Ah & foT SIRIPHT sidRel AFEST BT SrguTer JHfEd
A

Ao

o STRTA RIR & a8 52 FRE ITET H doit § ¢h TR BN YR BT F0T JT YFADBIHRU],
RUFcrep STAMHRAT 3R Tepeiteh! qamyal Bl fG2 # Uep Fuiiaes Had 81 gTsivs TRl 3R Acls Ia
& G ¥, 3{aRe-3MUTRd GhaT SBRT AP FR&T B STURMRIST g1t | gTeilid, $H WgeR e,
e Tas IWINT SR RIS wganT & A1y Hferd foran S d1fge difes feobras ofik GRigrd siaRer
G A foban o wos |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UH: WRA $I Sgol Y& SiaiNal &AAE Iy SfaRel J=NHIU § TNGH & &1 AifEH IaTdt gl
RIS 3faf¥er S SR WRA B WIS FRewdl & e H 30 S &Y &l Y | (250 words)
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IRAfa A1 @ (LAC) TR Id I8 a1 &1 USYH H, HRA o I&T At oy Rig 7 94 & st & sco

&1 A & TR & SR diH! IHSE TSARE S 9 § JATHId B (26 S, 2025) | 39 T4t 3 I fAefor
IR A T YIB! g8 aIqard dI fh I L= T, S e de-liadm TokiY &1 dobd g |

China says border dispute
with India complicated,
ready for delimitation talks

W AT H:

Press Trust of India
BEIJING

China on Monday said the
boundary dispute with In-
dia was complicated and
would take time to settle
but at the same time, it ex-
pressed its readiness to
hold discussions on the de-
limitation of the border
and keep it peaceful.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh, in his meeting
with Chinese Defence Mi-
nister Dong Jun in Qingdao
on June 26, proposed that
India and China should
solve the "complex issues”
under a structured road-
map comprising steps to
de-escalate tensions along
the frontiers and rejuve-
nate the existing mechan-
ism to demarcate the
borders.

Mr. Singh and Mr. Dong

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
with his Chinese counterpart
Admiral Dong Jun.

held bilateral talks on the
sidelines of a conclave of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in the
Chinese port city of
Qingdao.

Asked for China's reac-
tion to Mr. Singh's remarks,
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Mao Ning said,
“What I can tell you is that

China and India have esta-
blished the Special Repre-
sentatives (SRs) mechan-
ism on the boundary
question and reached the
Agreement on the Political
Parameters and Guiding
Principles for the Settle-
ment of the China-India
Boundary Question".

“China stands ready to
maintain communication
with India on issues, in-
cluding delimitation nego-
tiation and border manage-
ment, jointly keep the
border areas peaceful and
tranquil, and promote
cross-border exchange and
cooperation,” she said.

Questioned about the
prolonged delay in resolv-
ing the border issue, Ms.
Mao said, “The boundary
question is complicated,
and it takes time to settle
it”.

o YR A T TG & A A R T FHiHA & dF &I GAoiidd H- & [og T IR ASHY Bl
TRATd 3|
o 7 g WHR FHRd T waTs o for i &1 gare "Sfed” § ok 3 8 A H I8 G|
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o SISHT = Tty & & wiifar ofR fRRar M #xd gu faviy wfafAfal (@asR) & & dgd ufkeiiad ==t
TSI HRA DI TURAT A Dl |
. a;%;gzozo%wﬁﬂaﬁ%mamﬂa@v@mﬁwﬁmmﬁ%ﬁ%mﬁ
|

ufRftA= araf &1 Ag@:

1Qﬁ|€Tﬁﬁ?H'c{'l-f
o YRA-H i1 fare ufdedt &= (3rrE o), Aen &7 (RAma-STRIEs) 3R Idf & (3o )
I% Bal gaM 3|

%1993, 1996 3R 2005 & AT THAAI & FTaS[E, LAC B 3IT-3{eHT YRUNST & HRU fadrg srgasn
|

2. faRy yfafafer &=

0 2003 H R4, 39 dF BT I IoHiide ATIES! 3R ANl Rigial & FuR A1 3|
0 2005 & FHEA = ifaH FHTU & U nyR dOR foban, dfe ymfa Gt 381 8

3. gIferdn 9-Ta:

0 2020 & A HuY & §1q W, AHT IR 719 §¢ T 5 |
0 g DR HHIS-TRI aTdN g3 8, Qi a-1d | HHT 3% T I g 3718 7|

4. TH g & ¥ § TgHie:
o XUTS TgINT YT (TETa) &g TEanT 3iR Tus JHIHH & N T dewy Sguefia Ha UeH &l
?I%mahﬁwaﬂ‘r%mﬁm &Y P & Yeb Jferd SUANT 1 el &

R & forg FAifgand:

1. R 3R Iv-ifaes Tarer:
o TR Fir ifRfEdaar WRA & T Tl ol IgTa & 3R 3P ot TAUE R FARaR 3= Idddl &
3TIRIDH AT giell g
o YRd ! FeIdd ST B UM dAIRTT & I Hferd BT A1y |

2. Y- TUMTE:

o 9 & 3T HeH &1 Yy YR B UYH 3R H18 o fe-Uiid THg! & 1Y Tedt Hdbed! PI Idferd
B Bl YD 3BT I 8 bl ¢
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o YR B 3T TH 3¢ 3R AaRgS B el & A1Y-T1Y T & 1 31 IR H faaR &1 7zl

3. 3fde 3R &ty Huh:

%ﬁgﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁmwﬁmmw,mmmmﬁmqﬁwwﬁw
|

AT SR ST

gm@aﬁm:w@mmﬁﬁ&@mﬁmﬁﬁm%aﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬂhmﬁwm
|

3{THT- ST U I6-T: LAC & INT dH &1 0TS g+l arar A YRd & auiiiufa & g
TN & famid g

3RUY WIe;: Wifd & fore 914 o1 9iftid wfdasdr SR THH IR @8R dgR & 1Y Thld! ¢ |

IRl &t Sfedan, TRWR® U I Wied LAC HHRE i &H aREHT ardl &1 dd-ie! 3R
ST U F BfdT s |

anﬁafr?rg:

1. WY FAIHHAT 3R gRHIIYT I22AT & 1Y THSIR o= ! b A Tfosg e

2. IR TaTg & A1 § TG HH I 3R IREH W T 91 Wl GAiEd w1

3. TR W] Sgaral dI A+ & forg A &t & gard e 3R AR &l Holgd BTl

4. GETaT B Fgral o o forg wrifarguf Irar &=t & |l § Al IR TR Jdel HI dgrar |
5. TR # fguela ureRiar gFfda sd gu agueiy (@asihtsh, foe) dou gl

forepd:
o YRI-IH W1 are TREE Y- § ge9 9fed iR Jag=hd gef # I te g1 Jafe ufifiaq

ardl Bl fR I & B B 99 B BT TP FeAlad AR YaH Hadl g, YR I Jraemt I ol
g1 13T, I8 YA B T for It Tuyd, WFHId® fd 3R afla Ige SRR 9 | R =i
& forg 3ot IwI, URERIAT 3R Fare & fae fFRER ufddgar & siaxaendl i

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: HRA-TI9 IHAT d1al § fORIY UfafRfY (@@eR) 73 & Agd &1 ARy &3 | 396! Iuaierdr 3R JHATE a1
87 (250 Words)
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683 species added to India’s fauna,
433 taxa to its flora during 2024

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

India added 683 new spe-
cies to its fauna in the year
2024, which included 459
new species and 224 spe-
cies new records. The
country also added 433
taxa of flora during the
same period, which includ-
ed 410 species and 23 infra-
specific taxa of plants.

The details of new dis-
coveries and new records
were released by Union Mi-
nister for Environment
Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav in Kolka-
ta on Monday.

The maximum number
of new discoveries of fauna
in 2024 was recorded from
Kerala — with 101 species
(80 new species and 21
new records) — followed by
Karnataka — 82 (68 new
species and 14 new re-
cords). Tamil Nadu record-
ed 63 discoveries with 50
new species and 13 new
records.

In the east and north-
east, Arunachal Pradesh

New entrants: (clockwnse from top left) Hylarana chozhai,
Coelogyne tripurensis; Anguiculus dicaprioi. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

recorded 72 animal discov-
eries (42 new species and
30 new records), Megha-
laya 42 new discoveries (25
new species and 17 new re-
cords) and West Bengal 56
new discoveries (25 new
species and 31 new re-
cords). Andaman and Ni-
cobar Islands, another bio-
logical hotspot in the
country, recorded 43 new
discoveries of fauna from

the region, which included
14 new discoveries of fauna
and 29 new records.

In terms of plant discov-
eries, the highest number
of flora discovered were
from Kerala (58), followed
by Maharashtra (45) and
Uttarakhand (40). The new
plant discoveries for 2024
record 154 angiosperms, 4
pteridophytes, 15 bryo-
phytes, 63 lichens, 156 fun-
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gi, 32 algae and 9 mi-
crobes. The  hotspot
regions such as Western
Ghats and North-Eastern
regions have contributed
35% of total discoveries. In-
dia has recorded and docu-
mented 56,177 species of

plants — angiosperms,
gymnosperms, pterido-
phytes, bryophytes, li-

chens, fungi, and algae etc.

The significant faunal
discoveries for the year
2024 include two new ge-
nus and 37 species of rep-
tiles and five new species
of amphibians. The signifi-
cant discovery of reptiles
included Dravidoseps
gouensis, belonging to the
new genus, and Anguiculus
dicaprioi is a member of
Colubridae family, named
after Hollywood star, Leo-
nardo Di Caprio.

In terms of flora, the sig-
nificant discoveries in-
clude important orchid
species such as Bulbophyl-
lum gopalianum, Coelo-
gyne tripurensis, Gastrodia
indica and Gastrodia sikki-
mensis.
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Can a G.I. tag prevent cultural
misappropriation?

How many Indian products are registered as Gl-tagged goods? Do ‘international GI rights exist?

Kartikey Singh

The story so far:
n June 25, at its
Spring/Summer 2026
menswear show in Milan,
Italian luxury brand Prada
unveiled footwear inspired by India’s
Geographical Indication (GI)-tagged
Kolhapuri chappals, sparking accusations
of ‘cultural misappropriation’.

What is a geographical indication?

It is a form of “intellectual property’ that
identifies goods as originating from a
specific country, region or locality, where
their distinctive qualities, characteristics,
or reputation are essentially linked to that
‘place of origin’. In India, there are
currently 658 registered GI-tagged goods,
including Chanderi sarees (Madhya
Pradesh), Madhubani painting (Bihar),
Pashmina shawls (J&K), Kancheepuram
silk (Tamil Nadu), and Darjeeling tea

(West Bengal). Importantly, GIs serve as a
powerful marketing tool, driving rural
development, boosting exports,
enhancing consumer confidence, and
preserving ‘cultural knowledge’ of local
communities, farmers and indigenous
groups. Unlike trademarks, which are
owned by enterprises, Gls are public
property belonging to the producers of
the concerned goods and cannot be
assigned, transmitted or licenced.

The legal protection of GIs stem from
international instruments like the Paris
Convention for the Protection of
Industrial Property (1883), and later
gained a clearer definition under the
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual

Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement, 1995.

India, as a TRIPS signatory, enacted the
Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999,
which came into force in 2003. The Act
provides for GI registration, enforcement
of rights, prohibition of unauthorised use

Wiferes Sha (Shams) FaT 82
o UMD Tohd (Git3MS) Sifgd Ul BT Uh =0 g o fHdt fafRy Wimfere a7 ¥ Iaw g9 ard Il

and penalties for infringement.

How can infringement be tackled?
The registered proprietor or authorised
users may initiate infringement action
when an unauthorised user misleads the
public about the origin of goods, causes
unfair competition or passing off, or
falsely represents goods as originating
from a Gl-registered region. However, it is
important to note that GI rights are
primarily “territorial’ and consequently
limited to the country (or region) where
protection is granted. At present, no
automatic ‘world’ or ‘international’ GI
right exists. Nevertheless, several
mechanisms exist for cross-border
protection. GIs can be protected
internationally by first securing
recognition in the country of origin, as
many jurisdictions require this as a
precondition and then obtaining
protection directly in the jurisdiction
concerned.

Is this the first such case?

Indian traditional products have time and
again suffered exploitation by global
corporations. In 1997, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) controversially
granted a patent to Ricetec Inc., a
Texas-based company, for novel “lines
and grains” of Basmati rice. After
significant Indian legal efforts, the USPTO
disallowed the patent holder from using
the name “Basmati”. Similar challenges
arose with ‘turmeric’ when the University
of Mississippi medical centre was granted
a patent in 1995 for turmeric’s
wound-healing properties — a use long
known in Indian traditional medicine.
The Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research contested the claim, leading to
the revocation of the patent. Likewise, the
European Patent Office in 2000 revoked a
patent granted to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and a multinational firm W.R.
Grace, for neem-based antifungal
formulations, as the therapeutic use of
neem was already part of Indian
knowledge systems. To prevent such
cases in the future, one could start by
expanding the Traditional Knowledge
Digital Library to include wider traditional
grassroots expressions. Making a
‘searchable database’ would allow brands
to conduct due diligence and searches to
identify right holder communities for
collaboration.

Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi. With inputs from Janhvi Singh.

THE GIST
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Geographical indication is a
form of ‘intellectual property’
that identifies goods as
originating from a specific
country, region or locality,
where their distinctive
qualities, characteristics, or
reputation are essentially
linked to that ‘place of origin’.
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India, as a TRIPS signatory,
enacted the Geographical
Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection)
Act, 1999, which came into
force in 2003.
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Indian traditional products
have time and again suffered
exploitation by global
corporations.
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
In a perilous world, India must read the tea leaves well

ndia’s foreign policy is currently facing an

existential crisis. The second term of the

Trump administration, which had

previously been welcomed by India, has
upset India’s carefully crafted foreign policy. The
recent India-Pakistan conflict should also be
viewed as a ‘wakeup call’. As details of the extent
of China’s military connections to Pakistan and of
equipment transfer tumble out, India must take
notice.

Next to the China-Pakistan nexus in the region,
it is India’s approach to events in West Asia and
the Israel-Iran conflict that clearly need a relook.
India has tried, not very successfully, to sit on the
fence as far as the current Israel-Iran war is
concerned, but it probably needs to think
through what is best in its interest. The stakes
have become higher with the United States
involving itself directly in the Israel-Iran conflict,
which saw it using, for the first time, its GBU-57
bunker buster bomb to destroy Iran’s nuclear
facilities at Fordow, Natanz and another
embedded nuclear site. Neutrality is no longer an
option, and despite the announcement of a
ceasefire, the possibility of an all-out war is a
distinct possibility.

A term that is no longer taboo

With the use of the GBU-57 precision guided
bombs, the conflict in West Asia has clearly
attained a new dimension. The dreaded ‘N word’
is no longer taboo. Hence, the question that India
needs to answer is whether it can continue to
keep up its stance of neutrality. The situation is
turning increasingly complex and it is no longer a
mere wakeup call for India and countries across
the globe. The threat has become all too real.

It may be too far-fetched to assert that a
neutral India is ‘friendless’ in the world of today.
Alook at the state of affairs that concerns India
would suggest, however, that this could well
become the case — and that it could continue for
quite some time in the future. India’s professed
leadership of the Global South and its patronage
of nations across West Asia brought it no
dividends during the recent India-Pakistan
conflict. Instead, India has since been reminded
— if this was needed — that it confronts two
hostile nuclear powers in its neighbourhood,
both of whom would have no moral
compunctions in utilising nuclear weapons, if the
opportunity arose. Hence, India cannot, any
longer, afford to believe that its current policies
are bearing fruit. A correct reading of ‘the tea
leaves” as they exist at present is essential for
India’s present and its future.

Donald Trump’s ‘Make America Great Again’
(MAGA) policies are today adversely impacting
India at levels other than just trade and
economics. The U.S. President’s claims to have
effected a ceasefire between India and Pakistan,
following the short India-Pakistan conflict in May
— something that India contradicts, but which

M.K. Narayanan

is a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
a former National
Security Adviser, and
a former Governor
of West Bengal

A changing
world does not
seem to favour
India’s
long-held policy
prescriptions; it
would be wise
for New Delhi
to prepare for
eventualities of
every kind

Pakistan’s ‘Maximum Leader” Field Marshal Asim
Munir, has publicly endorsed — sets India on a
collision course with the U.S. President and his
Administration. Mr. Trump’s lunch for Field
Marshal Munir and the fact that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chose not to respond to Mr,
Trump’s invitation to visit Washington (while
returning from the G-7 meeting in Canada), is
again likely to be played up by elements in the
U.S. and across the world who favour Pakistan
against India.

The Israel-Iran conflict is yet another situation
in which India finds itself as an ‘outlier”.
‘Neutrality’, in the compelling circumstances of
today, is out of sync with reality as also the
situation on the ground. India’s tilt towards Israel
in recent times, it would appear, has become
something of an albatross around India’s neck.
India’s Iran policy today has few takers beyond
India’s borders. Its policy of maintaining an
equidistance between Israel and Iran has proved
to be of little use in so far as extolling the virtues
of non-alignment are concerned.

Admittedly, we live in perilous times. Today’s
situation does not seem to favour India’s
long-held policy prescriptions. Israel’s
premeditated attack on Iran’s nuclear sites —
aided by the U.S. dropping bunker buster bombs
— has seen little condemnation across the world.
Iran, which needed a strong voice of support like
that of India’s to counter the narrative of Israel,
the U.S. and the West, will find little comfort in
India’s ‘calls for restraint’ on all sides. India’s
support and voice, based on its moral strength,
would have mattered were it seen to support the
victim of the attack, rather than maintain an
equidistance between Israel and Iran.

It is true that in today’s world, it is fashionable
to denigrate consensus in favour of ‘might’. For
instance, at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore
in May, the emphasis seemed to be on the
criticality of ‘hard power’ as against ‘soft power’,
with dialogue taking a back seat. The stage was
set by the U.S. Secretary of Defence, Pete
Hegseth, who declared that a ‘free and open
Indo-Pacific’ was a sine qua non for peace in the
region, and that China’s ‘calls for hegemony’ in
Asja were untenable. He reminded the Singapore
audience that ‘any unilateral attempt to change
the status-quo in the South China Sea and the
First Island Chain by force or coercion is
unacceptable’. This disturbed the normally placid
atmosphere seen at the Shangri-La Dialogue, and
produced a strong repartee from the Chinese
delegate present. Subsequently, a Chinese
Foreign Ministry Spokesman warned that the ‘US
must never play with fire on the Taiwan
question’.

What India needs to do

Hence, it would be wise in the circumstances for
India to prepare for future eventualities of every
kind. To start with, there needs to be a detailed

study of the growing China-Pakistan military
connection as the India-Pakistan conflict in May
this year has merely hit the ‘pause button’. More
importantly, India must try and better
understand how deeply China’s military
capabilities have been meshed with those of
Pakistan, the critical role being played today by
Chinese weaponry in Pakistan’s defence plans,
and how Pakistan has managed to integrate
Chinese systems with its own defence plans and
procedures, including its claims of being able to
lock on to hostile targets to counter an attack.
Additionally, India needs more details regarding
the numbers of J-10Cs and JF-17 fighters in
Pakistan’s inventory.

As a part of its preparations for a future
conflict, India would also do well to examine
whether it has the necessary wherewithal for
conflicts of longer durations. The United
Kingdom, for instance, recently undertook an
in-depth study of its defence capabilities which
helped highlight areas of critical weakness,
including that of ammunition stockpiles, the need
to set up a new National Armament System, and a
new Cyber and Electromagnetic Command to
oversee networks and electronic warfare. For
India to prepare for a two front war, it should,
apart from learning lessons from the
Russia-Ukraine war, refine its policies on many
such aspects as well. Undoubtedly, Artificial
Intelligence (Al) will be a national priority.
Aspects such as electro-magnetic manoeuvres to
neutralise drones, loitering munitions and glide
bombs that dominate the skies today in periods of
conflict, should again have high priority.

China’s white paper

While India remains preoccupied with Pakistan,
it would also do well to read the fine print in
China’s recently published white paper on
“National Security in the ‘New Era’”. This has a
clear enunciation of Chinese strategic thinking
today and mentions that ‘development and
security are like two wings of one body’. The
white paper reads like a ‘testament’ on the
importance of maintaining scientific and
technological security at all times, and the
importance of ensuring maintainability of supply
chains. It also has a mention of the situation
prevalent in the areas neighbouring China,
underscoring the fact that these pose threats to
China’s borders.

To conclude, it might bear mentioning that if
China intends to reinforce its strategic objectives
in Asia, specially in South Asia, the criticality of
its alliance with Pakistan to encircle India must
not be underestimated. Also at a time, when the
‘N word’ is being openly bandied about, India
must reckon with the fact that China has more
than a 3:1 advantage over India in terms of
deploying nuclear warheads, and an almost 5:1
advantage if the nuclear warheads of China and
Pakistan are combined.
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