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Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

ndia and the United
l States have unveiled a

10-year defence fra-
mework, marking a new
phase in their strategic
cooperation aimed at “ad-
vancing peace, security,
and stability in the
Indo-Pacific”.

The “Framework for the
U.S.-India Major Defence
Partnership” was signed
by Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh and U.S. Secre-
tary of War Pete Hegseth
on the sidelines of the 12th
ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus)
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
on Friday. The develop-
ment came amid strained
ties due to Washington’s
slapping of 50% tariffs on
Indian goods.

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, both sides
appreciated the continuing
momentum in bilateral de-
fence cooperation and

The framework charts ties across all the defence
domains — land, sea, air, space, and cyberspace

Sealing the deal: Rajnath Singh and Pete Hegseth shake hands after signing a 10-year defence

partnership framework in Kuala Lumpur on Friday. ANt

reaffirmed their commit-
ment to further streng-
thening the partnership.

Progress review

They reviewed ongoing de-
fence engagements, ad-
dressed emerging chal-
lenges, and discussed
progress in defence indus-

try and technology collab-
orations, the Ministry said.

Mr. Singh posted on X:
“Defence will remain the
major pillar of our bilateral
relations. Our partnership
is critical for ensuring a

free, open, and rules-
bound Indo-Pacific
region.”

Building on the 2013
Joint Principles for De-
fence Cooperation and the
2016 recognition of India
as a Major Defence Partner
(MDP), the new framework
charts a 10-year road map
to deepen collaboration
across all defence domains
— land, maritime, air,

space, and cyberspace, a
senior Defence Ministry of-
ficial said.

The framework focuses
on maintaining a free and
open Indo-Pacific, enhanc-
ing interoperability, and
strengthening maritime se-
curity to ensure the free
flow of commerce. It also
seeks to expand coopera-
tion with like-minded
partners through mechan-
isms such as the Quad, pre-
vent proliferation of wea-
pons of mass destruction,
and bolster defence indus-
trial innovation through
advanced technology part-
nerships, the official said.

Both sides had already
launched the COMPACT in-
itiative (Catalyzing Oppor-
tunities for Military Part-
nership, Accelerated
Commerce and Technolo-
gy) to drive transformative
changes in key areas of de-
fence cooperation.

The new framework un-
derscores a shared intent
to respond jointly to com-

mon security threats, deter
conflict, and uphold the
sovereignty and autonomy
of regional partners, while
laying the foundation for
collective peace and pros-
perity in the region.

‘Priority partner’

The U.S. Secretary of War
on Friday reiterated that
India remains a priority
partner for Washington in
defence cooperation.

In a post, Mr. Hegseth
stated that the framework
advances the bilateral de-
fence partnership, a cor-
nerstone for regional sta-
bility and deterrence.
“We’re enhancing our
coordination, info sharing,
and tech cooperation. Our
defense ties have never
been stronger,” he wrote.

The defence framework
is expected to give unified
policy direction to trans-
form and expand the part-
nership between the two
countries over the next de-
cade, the Ministry added.

India, U.S. sign pact to enhance defence ties

The India-U.S. partnership will ensure an open,
rules-bound Indo-Pacific region, Singh says on X

Hegseth says coordination is being stepped up,
and defence ties have never been stronger

The Ministry further
said that India and the U.S.
continue to expand their
defence relationship
through regular military
exercises, intelligence
sharing, industrial collabo-
ration, and joint mechan-
isms for strategic coordina-
tion with regional and
global partners.

The meeting on Friday
included delegation-level
discussions followed by
one-on-one interaction
between the two leaders.

In May this year, Mr.
Singh and Mr. Hegseth
held a telephonic conver-
sation to review ongoing
and upcoming initiatives
aimed at strengthening de-
fence cooperation. During
that exchange, Mr. Hegseth
had invited Mr. Singh to vi-
sit the U.S. for in-person
discussions to advance bi-
lateral defence ties. Mr.
Singh’s planned visit in Au-
gust was, however, post-
poned amid tariff-related
developments.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
UY: WRA-3ARST 10-adfa Y& e (2025-2035) & ey # fFafaRad syl wR faar sifee:
1. PITATTYR T TR e HG Bt §35-TF (ADMM-Plus) & SR 39 WR gx1eR 3y 7w 3
2. 399 YfY, Tg, arg, idiver 3R WgeRey SIH H ganT JMfHd g
3. 98 G G & &g 2008 & 34T TRATY FHIA P SHIE Al
4.9% 2016 H SANDT §RT Udh T I&T UFGR & ©0 T YRd & I1=0dl IR 1R g
STIT HYAI T A DI AT Tal 82
(A) Had 1, 2, 3R 4
(B) Had 1 3R 3
(C) Had 2 3R 4
(D) 1,2, 3 3R 4

3xI%: a)
UPSC Mains Practice Question

T: ST B fob URA- AR & ArieR] fee HeRR &3 § "I IR& YSIdl" §9 & HRd & P10 J
&Y AT Gt 81 (150 M)
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. YRAW U EfRaT (3 MRIYe dRed) @ URT 129
"ITRIYS I B 7T <ot g, R W il ik i
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. FESAE Yae dR gards qaiue & gwiar g, ford
Ad13ll & SO WAATHD g¥ DI AT B & Sold gifsdl
&1 QIS BRI & |

Consent is all

There must be an intolerance of sexual
violence, with support for survivors
s ometimes, the most manifest gains are

won after the most Herculean of battles.

For France to establish that “force is the
crime” to establish that the use of force without
consent causing injury, rape, fear or annoyance
is a criminal act, took years; extraordinary cour-
age from one woman, and an uprising where oth-
er women stood in solidarity with her. France has
adopted a law that defines rape as any non-con-
sensual sexual act, a milestone for the women in
the country, but overall, a strike against sexual
violence. The law was passed in response to ur-
gent calls from society to infuse consent into the
law, and make sure that the law protects sexual
autonomy, particularly with reference to women.
Last year, Giséle Pelicot fought her toughest bat-
tle when she took the stand in court, in a case ac-
cusing her husband of drugging and allowing her
to be raped by several men, some complete
strangers. In December last year, the court grant-
ed 51 convictions in the case, but it was more sig-
nificant in how it became a watershed moment to
establish consent as a pillar of law. It has been
well established that survivors of sexual violence
have an arduous journey bringing their case to a
court of law, and many women from disadvan-
taged social and economic backgrounds, indeed
do not have that privilege. There is a great deal of
stigma, and worse, judgement of the survivors in
cases of rape, as recent public statements in India
by leaders blaming the women have painfully un-
derlined again, and again. Even when a case of
rape enters the trial stage, the chances of secur-
ing a conviction are not encouraging. According
to the NCRB’s data, conviction rates for rape were
between 27%-28% from 2018 to 2022. And this,
despite the fact that Section 129 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita recognises “criminal force”.

To establish sexual autonomy as the corner-
stone of the judicial process, while a first step, is
scarcely all. Preventing sexual violence will also
involve shaping community views on gender
roles, dismantling rigid patriarchal codes with a
measure of law, but also awareness programmes
that begin early, and orienting the police force to
these principles, besides funnelling resources in-
to assisting survivors cope with the trauma. The
road ahead is long and arduous; for the journey
of the survivors to be eased, governments should
start with a complete intolerance for sexual vio-
lence, and a commitment to stand by survivors,
employing empathy in the investigation and trial
processes. To do any less, would be an injustice
that would interrupt the momentum of the wo-
men’s ‘Arab SprinE’ Pelicot had set in motion.
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3. 3T BT IRAT: B & HHHTOIS U a&b
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy: fAgffad Yy R AR Fife:

1. 51 7 BT &1 § U I UTRd b 8 S daiep R I foaddt +ft TR-TgHfd a1l 99 g & =0 H gRyTig
FRAT |

2. HRd Pt HRaHT =19 Afgdt & "STuRIYS S B! I & ardl U WS QM g
3. YRd ¥ @R & fore quiifs o) s d aig auf # AR 60% ¥ 3R a1 g8 8

ST HYl § A HI-91/9 Lt 3/82
(A) PHad 1 3R 2 (B) Had 2 3R 3
(C) Had 1 3R 3 (D) 1,2 3R 3
STR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

uY: &M 3R HERe Jed YRd § fUqadids efHIv &l T dHrA e TOdl & Serdl g o
Y GG PR gDl 87
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From reaping riches to facmg challenges,
horticulture switch leaves ryots in a fix

‘The growth story of horticultural crop cultivation in the Rajampeta region of Annamayya district inspired many professio
semi-arid Ravalaseema climate, red :al\d» loam smk. and anmcn( l:mk based i |n13xm0n S\smms hclpcd fam\m \\hn nnm mhcd on rain-fed crops like groundnut and pulses L adualh shift o
support have

0 2014, Masthan tasha Shaik, 63, arrived
at the Dubai International Airport to final
Iy rerurh home afer o rwo-Geeadledong

homrulmnl Tevhalon b Ealinie o

. especially
it i nurseies and traling
e Sta

gy ard ey it 5 o s
further spects of the re-
glon. Desplie such favourasle conditins, the

s indluding those from the software industry, (o take up farming The

FEEION.K UMASARIE R

e a5 s ok et ind i

costs skyrocketed. This year,
s aver 70%, but pricss crashed 10 €1 4 ke-

stint as a truck driver in the UAE. Mr. |Thenypical | centres by th farmers are strug c to growing challenges | while the same quantity sells for
Shaik, who had u\w a considerable amount | Rayalaseema pmmullm arafted mmgu varieties such as Ban.  like crratic weather, recurting crop discases, and | open market. The middlemen are the real
during his stay in brimming with | jrynessis ganapalli, Neelum. Totapuri, honso. a i sup- jinners.”

excitement as he muxmgd s i as a steel mer

trade centre in Annamayya district of Andhra

now coupled
withsudden

They null‘d thatpror o ‘the 19805, horticul
ture was imited to backyard orchards and small
vegetable gardens near tanks and streams. Man:

port
“Across Penagalur, Obulavaripalle, Nandaluru,
and Pullampet mandals, we have seen falling

peta fiekis to e the ;m-duru at what lo

Pradesh. coudhursts g6 and banana crops were scattered acrass Nan- | vlelds for the past five years,” said Mallikarjuna | fa merscalle the “Ninimum hecent Price”, sw-
However, his profonged stay at the Dubai Air- | and flash daluru, Obulavaripalle, and Penagalur mandals | (35), farmer from Anantharajupeta, “The typical | ing farmers cutting and transport costs. *|
port due  a flight delay altered the cowrse of his | loods, which | and depended almost entirely on raifall, with | Rayalaseema dryness Is now coupled with sud- | ex, now, we are at the mercy of middlemen,”
plans. With his flight to Chennai delayed by three | disrupesoil | litle irrigation support cloudbursts | Ravindra (28), another young farmer from Chit-
Tours, Mr. Shatk found himself wandering | conditons, Howener, henween 1980 and 2000, the eultiv- and flash floods, | vel. “Agents fix prices as they wish. 11 ks clearly a
i at L ko of bocticsieorsl crops expanded rapidly Qe which disrupt soil | syndicate, ed.
Juice bar. He noticed a young couplesipping ona | MUK - gyith the introduction of borewel conditions,”  he. Similarly, Narasiniha, 61, who grows papaya in
4 ed.

‘Ppapaya smoothie, which tempted him to order
one. After enjoying it, he immediately ordered a
second. Mr. Shaik soon struck up a conversation
with the bar attendant, who introduced himself
as Rasool, 32, and mentioned he was from Chit

i the 1990s th Chey-

veruand Gunjaneru river hasins became a boon
farmers. who began experimenting with mango
orchards. Around the same time, the Gulf retur
nices, flush with Dirhams and Dinars, took to ba-

This vear, our banana

vield was over 70% but
prices crashed 10 2
kg while the same

Pointing @ the
yellowed  papaya
leaves,  another
farmer from Obu-

id that the prices have plummeted to

. “As the fruit is highly perishable, agents

wait for our distress calls. We have no (hmccbm
w sell at w

As for mango, the government had. e azs

vel-just 2 o from Basha's hometr, nana and s cultvation aceoss the allwial |- quaniity sellsfor 160 70 o | subsidy on '3..‘1’” K prie aftr farmersprocest
juring their conversation, Mr. Shaik learn plains ncar Rajampeta an arip: in i orea ke cd against ustries” reluctance to pay
(Nllhc papaya used was imported from Railway In 2022, following the reorgaisation of Ra policky M vIn recent years, | more than 3 per ks, Though the disrictacminis
located between Rajampeta and under the newh x thereat have | tration cc”

chmnm Andhra Pradesh, Piqued by interest, he. district, horticulture received rcn«wml Wi, risen sharply dur- | June, many farmers said that they are yet to re-
arrived in Chennal with a nes; business module government focus through schemes lke the Na- | MUSSAIN ing the day and | oelve the subsidy, acoording to the reports.

focused on papaya culivation. Within weeks, the tional Horticulture Mission (NHM) and the Mis- |~ #e droppes! m«p»_v a || Hoveven Anmamaya Disric Hordoukure Of:
would-he steel trader had purchased a three-acre slon o nteggaid Development of iomictine night. ba Subhashini charified that mangn, hana-
plot in Penagalur mandal. , drip | not drastic cha na, and papaya crops are not covered under the

Today, a

2 decade later, Mr. Shaik’s two dought-
ers are settled in Dubai, where their husbands
run fou e hars and trode I exportqualy
fruie the UAE the only Mas-
than Hiatha Shalk from Kajampeta who asted
success. There are hundreds like me who re-
tumed from the Guifand are carning a decent v
dculture,” said Mr, Shaik.

The Rajampeta division in Annamayya district
had witncssed a remarkabie growth in the cultiv
ation of fruits and vegetables over the past four
decades. From harely a hundred horticulture
farmers in the 19805 10a fiew thousand by the late
19905, the region tnday boasts nearly 10,000
horticulture farmers-a twentyfold increase in
Just three decades.

The picturesque Rajampeta region is sur-
rounded by the Palakonda oe;m o
mala, and Lankamala hill range:
including the SV Natlonal Pack and Pennsil Sr
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Wildlife Sanctuary
act as natural protective barricrs, This unigue g
ography, coupled with diverse soils, irrigation
methods, and cimaic condidous, hu s ey
shaped the region's horticultural ide

H«nlculmmlrm\:lunun

he farmers who had once relied on rain fed
‘m,»me roundnut and pulses, gradually shift-
ed to truit bearing trees and vegetables, Horticul
s i e i 10 the s e ek
seema climate, red sandy loam soils, and ancies
tankbased v lpﬂﬂm) e lhvmg ack tothe
Chola and Vijayan:

“This cymanic nansiormation from aditon-

al farming to a vibrant horticultural economy is

unique to Rajampeta,” said Garika Venkat (45), a

software engincer who manages a five-

na plantation near Anantharajupeta v
According w the scientists at the Dr. YS.R.

Horticultural University in Anantharajupeta, the

ed

1.-.1 <|n inkléesysenrs, sk il deneky rops.
reigns supreme in Rajampeta, domi-

mnng g tracts of land n Penagalr, Obuiva-

ripalle, and Pullampeta mandals, These areas

plmiuce mmmmm varieties such as Bangana-

palli, N ind Totapuri, which are exported

t mamu fotey India and abroad, including
Southeast Asia an ulf,

Banana s papaya thrre i the rigaed
belts of Rajampeta and Nandaluru mandals, sup-
ported by borewell and tank o aym'rm These

cultivating sweet
lime, guava, and coconut, adopting mixed farm-
Ing and intercropping systems that enhance sus-
tainabil soil health.

Growing challeng
Vegetale cuivation hecame an bl part of
the regional economy. with farmers widely grow-
ing tomato, brinjal, and chilli in the Railway Ko-
dur and Cheyyeru valley regions. Excellent md
connectivity to the Chennai Mumbal

anges.
“The farmers also pointed ou that the frequent

tas floods along the Cheyyeru and Gunjaners

Ainimum 5 he ve-

o particularly dcmumy, for banana plants-
tions. During the peak harvest moaths of June
and July, when the southwest monsoon sets in,
st and gl inkstuins worsen.
Mango c

acnose.
powdery mildew, and fruit fies, while banana
crops suffer from sigatoka leaf spot and stem

said, Farmers also feared that hu

g cyclone “Mandha” will agavate
these problems, potentally orcing them o i
ctease pesticide i

Whike polning outthe Iudles in selling the
crops, the Farmers noted that he region produc-
es over 3.5 lakh metric tonnes of mangoes, two
Lakh tonnes of b and a similar quantity of

ipaya annually. Still they encounter difficuties
selling their produce in the marker due to 2 lack
of proper marketing facilities and guvernment
support.

Hussain, 30, a young farmer said, “Our 2.
acre land was managed by my pareats till a de

s was merely
vernment to ease farmer distress.”

o said.

A field officer from the horticulture depart-
ment in Rajampeta said that horticulture took
major hit bitween 2015 and 2020,

The farmers who took up agriculture
over [T jobs alleged that they did not receive the
boost and growth they had hoped for. They re
called Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 204 cam
gl prorss t s up o storage ks sed
processing units
oot ey e econsldering chelr dcison.
i< better 1o go hack o our jobs than fight a losing
hartle” said a lncal hanker, adding that his
law, an MS graduate from the U.S., returned to
the T sector after a failed attempt at agriculture.

They further allegred that the presence of Dr.
VSR lorticultural University College at Anantha-
eajupeta did not help them with ficld-level solu-

tions, “The scientists are doing good research,
but e fruits of their work never reach our farms
due to lack of funding” they alleged.

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.zr.m]

| unva | Q5o seces

g@1 fazawor
1. INTATHT THTRIT HT IS:

. USd IR ! H, I5HYel & T fHafe waal § o, Fa, guidr ofiR Wi g St 3= 7l aral
Hal 3R el & 3R TT PR W B

o - IO STAARY, AT Xl qre el 3R Ui <oh-md Ridrs vonferdl A 59 uikad=
&1 UL foha|

. P EFTE AR (@TETH) 3R Thigd aRTaTH! b R (THeiE S Ta) ot el 3 faari
o1 ger R 3R 3= 97 aTell e 3O & o diefed farar|

. Tolt 3R IR USd AU (AR FU I I -Has ASHN & fad) & 1Y [Iat J wied ardl Bt 3HTHG
3 qIOISU® SFTarT & U ST dgrdl fadT|

2. SUAT Hbe:

Wy Ayfs & F1aeg, P gAfaal GEe TS 3

. Saarg uRadE: ifFafid aul, smmHe a1 iR dHH # IaR-derd uidl 3R od St Byl Bl
RER ISR RG]
. YA IT: 3 TGS 3R T Hhd! I Fifed gian 8, Safeh dbar RETeies! & uxil & sy 3R a
TP U BT I ST 5|
. R Fiad ok fa=iferal o1 fazror:
o I I AT & STaSG Bl B PIHd gedhR 3 IUY Ufd fharumd iR udid &1 ®1ad 5 30
Tfa e e 81 S B
o fofere 3R wole fafYaftd SRl a1 ggeR) fauvH &) o & HRU BIHE ot Hiadl &
i s g
. MSP 3R gFardt g #1
o TN BHE! & THTYU Uelt T §16R 3T 1T §, 3R fha afewst a1 gad= sway o
& HR W &
o SIS dTE} & SIS HIeS WIRST 3R YHIHUN IHISA! B U, HIA FHeTs & dlg
& JHIH B 9T &l 7
o URYTTT SRTd:
o AU f¥Yd ST, aSUHIR IFTarH! fayfaeed &1 FHeR HBigT iR fawaR s &
HRUT &F-TR R WHT U419 B

3. T fAfgard:

o TSIUCT AEAT HeRid TRINTd 3R SaeiRa-aie Tgridl & o1 SrTar! fafaeiesor ot derdr &
FRUGI]
. T8 -3 A H IR & Aqged a1 SN fafdefieor ot fRRdr & IR & a1d 381§
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. e iR R Tt & g Jave S axar g o W-WWW@?WW%%
fomT T T = SfH arem &7 a1 gan B

e

orUeT H ST 3BT UTHIU ITH & Ui 3R SRiqferd HiY aRad &1 ddra- U S il & &9
A @1 g1 T URuRe el 9 fafgeheor 3 o & gur frar § 8k U 3R e foru 8, Siaaryg
T, HeRU gfare e ok e faque o Y srufRifa 3 gt &) iR o e 1 Iad
SNTAT [9eT & fofE, TRER P TR 0@, HIA ST, Hics TRel gaurst 3R fHamH-Ided el

(THUT3M) BT olgd BT ANRT, T8 AT Hd U b IRTaF T ST IBTA & Fold Th AdgH 3R
NEISIKEISICCANECICRIRE]

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

U | 'gTs -SRI WifeT e -t THRERY ® a1 Sra1 81 98 ehild &« 8
(a) SUS G&fdT 7 FgH & forg ufd sepTs &3 & 31feres Tveam & Wiel S

(b) TP & Wd & IRI-TRI A s B! I Wl HRAT

(c) IMTIARIE ¥ J TN Sl BT ITIRT FHRAT

(d) RiATS & A1 F IdRB! BT SN

ST : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

R : YRd H HN IUS & URag- 3R fauuH 4 &7 a1418 1 57 (250 )
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DY °Iel - WHR & $d 9 3R Fd Wl (SUR DI BISHI) & a1 BT 3R - WHR & a0

SR 3R MU 3MH FRRAT & Th T Ahdd & U H B Hdl ¢ | Ol HeTHa7® (CGA) GRI
ORI Sidw Sl & TR, FY26 P Uga SHIG! (H1) & oI YR BT ATh IS °Tel IR aY & d&d BT 36.5% T,

o e o I 3rafyy & 29% &t ga1 # Hegw Ity fRufa & gifar 2.
T fa=eyor:
1. ST &1 I faziyan:

. 3MUA-RIdER 2025-26 F TR ASTH I °ET 35.73 ARG BRIG T, Safds TR
T DT STHM ¥15.69 TRI RIS (S Ul BT 4.4%) AT

o B UIMGHET: 317.3 ARG HRIS (FoIC 3HM 2025-26 BT 49.5%) |

. T GY: 323 TG BRIS (ToIC STHM BT 45.5%) |

o S DI B TXATARUL: 6.31 ARI HRIS THA W YD gl fabt TU

. USd oy & ga 1 H Yolivid o0 (HUad) H 40% &1 gfa = °1e &I dgra dfd
fAa=r-3nuia faswra o) aergd foa|

zmaﬁ?ﬁ%?mf

. 3 YOIlNd T URET $hg INBR DI g gid & g aral fadb, el
fraer 7 offs SR ISR Ut FH=A &1 U & ST ]

. ¢ gUTd o d1av[g, aY & JH H aItd A& & 36.5% TR ©IC B! &-T IGT
GBI f3adh 3R HRIS Tt HaU- &1 gId ol 6|

. HOEd IO UG (@R 3R IR-FR g A AN RRaT &1 974 fHa g,
fores Sfeet ok Ucae FRI A Ao UaRH fhar g1

. I, Sedt dfYd A Sid, Tfeud! 3k saret Sl oy ot gast ST
& fore Gurfad e iia sifew 0 g8 2

3. HTYH ISTH MY e

. FY26 % W GDP T 4.4% &1 IIoTb Y UTel d&d faxiia SRaIdd 3R doie
Y& (FRBM) Bd & 3{IFY FY27 T °IC Dl 4% Y HH HH & foT 7&y
3fafy & ASHY HT few &,

. e TIfd &I TG B fomT oo o ASTecdt &1 ST 3@ & fow t&
Tferd =PI - AeN-Teas o 3R IoRd JeM & JURT HI FHaT -
3T g |

the year-ago period.
R

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

‘H1 fiscal
deficit stands
at 36.5% of
full-year goal

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Centre’s fiscal deficit
stood at 36.5% of the full-
year target at the end of the
first half of FY26, accord-
ing to data released by the
Controller General of Ac-
counts (CGA) on Friday.

The fiscal deficit was
29% of the Budget Esti-
mates (BE) of 2024-25 in
the first six months of the
previous financial year.

In absolute terms, the
fiscal deficit, or gap bet-
ween the government’s ex-
penditure and revenue,
was 35,73,123 crore in the
April-September period of
2025-26. The Centre esti-
mates the fiscal deficit dur-
ing 2025-26 at 4.4% of GDP,
or ¥15.69 lakh crore.

The government has re-
ceived %17.3 lakh crore, or
49.5% of the correspond-
ing BE 2025-26, of total re-
ceipts up to September.

According to the CGA
data, more than ¥6.31 lakh
crore has been transferred
to State governments as de-
volution of share of taxes
by the Central government
during the period. The to-
tal expenditure incurred
by the Central government
stood at about 323 lakh
crore (45.5% of the corres-
ponding BE 2025-26).

Spike in capex

Aditi Nayar, chief econo-
mist at Icra, said a wel-
come 40% spike in capital
expenditure widened the
Government of India’s fis-
cal deficit to ¥5.7 lakh crore
or about 37% of the BE dur-
ing the first half of the fis-
cal from ¥4.7 lakh crore in
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e

YR ! Ugll SHTGT oMb NI °1¢ &1 RUTT eI SR SR [dem-gdl ¥d & sta qrauHgad
e &I STl B 1 e GsiTd o # gfg eiepiiors 3fiies Iaredar & oIy T RIS Jobd ¢, a8
SIS & 4.4% & FY26 °1C & A& B R B & 074 FRR ol 814 [ddd Hedqui gHTI. IoRd I8Td Dl
A HR, TeTS! B THAT T 3R FIA B ITANT YT R T WBR &1 31 JUR &1 TR
I TIY T §T IS 311 FRURT §1E T | Agg et

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

U 7 : YRd PR & ASB NI °re & de # FHufafad sy wR faar s
1. ISR UTeT IYR Afed $d T 3R H Uil o §id o 3R Dl STl g

2. IRHR gRI I Yo Td T ed1ary T ASTHIS °1e Dl §¢1 Ihdl g |

3. YRAd WBR P A&J FY27 TP ISP NI °IC DI GDP b 4% J HH BT 6.

SWRIed § A B T/ $YT TE /&2

(A) Had 1 3R 2

(B) Had 2 3R 3

(C) Pad 1 3R 3

(D) 1,2 3R 3

3xIR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

% fdBT W F6d GolNTd 0T & UHT BT Gl D |

(150 )
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&7 I & iTeL H 2025 TS RReR Fwied #, It wyuf <f fomft affe samr v & fig
TS STAT & 0 d IUR, o I19 &1 Sgueare SiR ol eIkl & & & =0 § RN foan| smfRe

Page 12:GS 2:

Pt SUIRYTT - JTFURT SHITS THI P R THITH B Bl & had ¥ fafgd - 7 =M &l Jgdl ol SfRar

3R IR fawsd & 19 IH &1 T RR e & =9 H U B BT Teh I0HIfadh g feam|

Xi takes centre stage at APEC meet,
promises to defend global free trade

The Chinese leader asks nations to unite amid volatility, presses for supply chain stability and green energy as Trump snubs

Associated Press
GYEONGJU

Donald Trump.

ic Cooperation

hinese leader Xi
CJinping told Asia-
Pacific leaders on

Friday that his country
would help to defend glo-
bal free trade at an annual
economic regional forum
snubbed by U.S. President

Mr. Xi took centre stage
at the Asia-Pacific Econom-
(APEC)
summit that began on Fri-
day in Gyeongju, as Mr.
Trump left the country a
day earlier after reaching
deals with Mr. Xi meant to
ease their escalating trade
war. Mr. Trump described

All ears: South Korean President Lee Jae Myung (L) with Chinese
President Xi Jinping at the Economic Leaders' Meeting on Friday. AFp

his Thursday meeting with
Mr. Xi as a roaring success,
saying he would cut tariffs
on China, while Beijing
had agreed to allow the ex-
port of rare earth elements

and start buying American
soybeans.

Mr. Trump’s blunt dis-
missal of APEC risks wor-
sening America’s reputa-
tion at a forum that

represents nearly 40% of
the world’s population and
more than half of global
goods trade.

“The more turbulent
the times, the more we
must work together,” Mr.
Xi said during APEC’s
opening session. “The
world is undergoing a pe-
riod of rapid change, with
the international situation
becoming  increasingly
complex and volatile.”

Mr. Xi called for main-
taining supply chain stabil-
ity, in a riposte to U.S. ef-
forts to decouple its supply
chains from China. He also
expressed hopes to work
with other countries to ex-
pand cooperation in green

the summit; in a statement, Xi adds that his country is open for investment and will uphold the multilateral trading system

industries and clean ener-
2y.

In written remarks sent
to a CEO summit held in
conjunction with APEC,
Mr. Xi said China was open
for investment and would
uphold the multilateral
trading system.

“Facts have proven that
whoever gains a foothold
in the Chinese market will
be able to seize the critical
opportunity in increasing-
ly fierce international com-
petition,” Xi wrote. “Invest-
ing in China is investing in
the future.”

U.S. Secretary of the
Treasury Scott Bessent at-
tended the summit on Mr.
Trump’s behalf

q@1 fazayor:

1. G ik "gw:
. URm-uwia sifie GgaT (W) U 21 Ye'iig &t Ha § S T &I TTHIT 40% 3MTETd! 3R

Y T 3if¥es AP AR o7 Ul Har g

. TWRATD ¥Y ¥, APEC 3 Tad 3R Jaol AR DI AW GG, & THIHR0 Bl da1a1 o 3R il

TN P! AoIgd B o oY Ueh Ha & =4 H BT foban g

. U A & RRR 9@ 7 YIoHIad Jed U foar fife Iwie of Fosid J 9iftd st

TR I1Ed U & FTaele SARBT-IH daY d=1agf s U g

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.zr.m]

| unva | Q5o seces

2. 919 &Y Yurifae fRufa:

o 2N AT A gad AR, afYe fawr 3R 9guedrg o o 9F &t ufaagd &1 gfY o= & fau d9
T JUAIT faa, St a1fRiTTe o faue § i T Aqed I &1 HRA & g sifsi & 1€ o7 Hopd ol
gl

o "3MTYfd YEa FRRRAT §HE @ & 3% ATEH = A dR R o4 § FEgufer o 1-RiRGT &t
qeral ¢+ ard! SfAR®! ifadl &1 garaarn faa|

. BRA ITN IR WD Holl TGN R W HIAR A & ATAS Tole & Y ¢ dlih a8 Q& DI Fad
Ay e § eroft & U & U1 R I |

. T WL RReR gWeH # oo fewoft 7 2f A iR R wet fb < & o ufawr & o e
g, Frame Tt SiR et e 0T R giferan et & srace faexfht ol & forg gou &1 dad
ChI

3. Ay IR 3R fea nfa=fierar & forg fAfgard:

. O @) Ifra weifa A st T &1 3rge ver § fR ¥ SR 31 & 9 & T &I Xaifed
BT B, S AR BT MR & AR e &) T ey yrfier & w0 # Rifid st 21

. IAR® B Ul ZSI-URIThe & SU@! AyT-iadT 3R gud 1 3R HHGR &R Jdbdl @, il
U WY I S1-URAhb IHHITHD ThHdD (ISUISTH) HeaThi&sl &l Hg g

. SRS R SR A TR GHF R MR T gew! & fog, Rer gwe A ol dge
A R HehT1 STl fo I8 ST -1 SIRT @1 91fgu |

. 3L YTa AT 3R GRA TgaNT IR & dbigd BT U IS AR 3R Hi Hf =11 g
- ST Y-Iroiifay, FRRET 3R Tienfiiet firerdht B

e

2025 APEC TRReR T = 3y TUR AFCS! 3R & e a1 &1 3THR ¢4 H 914 &t Sgdl JuRal
! ASTgd haT § | IgUeare SR gaol oI &1 & HRA & forg 2 fomftiT &t ufasm e gri @l fog
T A RIM W Hoall B & dIfoiT & YA &1 RIfgd dal |1 gTales, 39 ePHI0 B fRRAT 39 §1d R
R Fxdt 8 i 97 areRiar, tRwRedar iR snfife SeaRew W afye fRidrst & H3 F&Ifg &= gl
TRMAT-URIG &5 & g, 31 &1 IRdT U TR SR S Sa-reddl & s T Aed Sdad
M ¥ fAfed ©, 78 YHfYd od g o god R arad & gad SR JAash s 38 |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
Uy : TRET-URG 3fie IgaRT (APEC) & Jay § fUffad U=l iR faTR v

1. 70 T SIcR-URBRI T § Forep! RITIT URTd TR St T I T G=M & o Jard TR 3R 31
eI B FGTaT 3 & ol BT IS B

2. 9t APEC e ®l & U fa% SHTUR T3 (WTO) 1 aRE TSR GIii@ g |
3. YRd TIS BT GRS G 3|

4. APEC & iqR Fofar o wgdfar 9 forw offd & SR vfdegant wWfeses it 5|
SWIe A | 1T 1 HYT TE &2

(A) Had 1 3R 2

(B) Hadl 1 3R 4

(C) Pad 2 3R 3

(D) Had 1,2 AR 4

SR b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

3! Fgail FB/RAT I Gl g1 TR- W%Ha?ﬁN%FW%ﬁ%ﬂTﬁW?ﬁﬁﬁl (150 T[3)
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis

The case for a board of peace and sustainable security

he tension between the ideals of the
United Nations (UN) and the structure
created to uphold them has rarely
been as evident as it is today as the
organisation commemorates the 80th
anniversary of its founding. Designed to prevent
catastrophic war, the UN Security Council (UNSC)
still reacts to conflict but no longer sustains
peace. Across continents, conflicts endure for
years without resolution not only because they
are complex but also because the international
system abandons political engagement too soon.
Peace agreements falter. Transitions stall.
Diplomacy, rather than being an ongoing process,
has become a form of crisis theatre —activated too
late and withdrawn too early.
This problem is not simply about political
divisions. It is about institutional design. The UN
has no dedicated body to maintain political
accompaniment once violence slows and
mediation efforts fade. The UNSC authorises
action but is structurally episodic. Peacekeeping
missions stabilise ground conditions but are
seldom equipped with a political strategy. The
Peacebuilding Commission, though a valuable
initiative, lacks the mandate and the authority to
engage during active political transitions. The UN
loses continuity. It loses context. It loses
momentum. It forgets.
Structural reform of the UNSC is necessary and
long overdue. But waiting for such reform as a
precondition for all institutional innovation is a
strategic mistake. Functional reform — reform
that strengthens the UN’s ability to act now, using
powers that already exist under the Charter — is
both possible and urgent. The UN General
Assembly, under Article 22, has the authority to
establish new subsidiary bodies to carry out its
work. It has used this power before. It can use it
again.

A clearly defined space

A ‘Board of Peace and Sustainable Security’
would fill the institutional void that now
undermines conflict resolution. It would not
challenge the primacy of the UNSC in matters of
international peace and security. It would not
intrude into the sovereign affairs of states. It
would not undertake early-warning or
pre-conflict intervention — areas that raise real
political concerns for many countries. Instead, it
would occupy a clearly defined space: providing

|~

i X
l

¥

Nirupama Rao

is a former Foreign
Secretary of India

The United
Nations must
create a new
institution that
can sustain
peace

beyond war

structured political engagement during and after
conflict, where today the UN presence dissipates.
Its tools would be political rather than
coercive: reinforcing nationally-led dialogue,
accompanying peace agreement implementation,
coordinating regional diplomatic initiatives and
ensuring that peacekeeping operations are tied to
achievable political pathways rather than
becoming indefinite holding missions. It would
work in coordination with the UN
Secretary-General and the UNSC, subsume the
Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) and help align
UN peacekeeping and peacebuilding strategies
with political outcomes. It would not challenge
UNSC authority, or duplicate or encroach on the
Secretary-General’s prerogatives under Article 99.

Keep it representative

The credibility of such a body would depend,
above all, on who sits at the table. It must be
representative but not unwieldy. That means no
elite club, but no open forum either. A rotating
membership of about two dozen states, elected
by the UN General Assembly for fixed terms,
would ensure balance and renewal. Regional
distribution would be formally guaranteed, with
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the
Caribbean, and West Asia each carrying weight.

Crucially, regional organisations would not be
observers, but participants, reflecting the reality
that peace is shaped as much in Addis Ababa,
Jakarta and Brasilia as in New York. Power would
not be inherited through permanent seats, nor
paralysed by vetoes. The board would be built
not on privilege but participation. Agenda items
would be introduced only by a UN member-state,
aregional organisation or the UN
Secretary-General. There would be no civil
society voting role, although they may have
consultative participation.

The concept of sustainable security is essential
here. It recognises that lasting peace cannot be
maintained by security arrangements alone.
Stability endures when political agreements are
gradually legitimised through governance,
inclusion and responsible leadership. Sustainable
security is not preventive intervention by another
name; it respects sovereignty and emerges from
negotiated settlements implemented over time
rather than imposed solutions. It links security to
political reality (sustainable security combines
conflict management with long-term political

stability by aligning peace efforts with
governance, development and regional
cooperation. It avoids the intervention risks
associated with “preventive security” and
reinforces nationally led approaches).

Style of functioning

The board would not be another forum for
general statements. It would be a working
institution. It would stay engaged where others
withdraw. It would track commitments long after
the spotlight moves on. It would prevent
institutional memory from dissolving between
mandate renewals. It would reduce the drift that
has become common in long-running UN
engagements. It would give political shape to
international presence when peace is young and
fragile.

Its mandate would be modest in appearance
but consequential in practice. It would bring a
disciplined form of political accompaniment into
the heart of the UN system. It would build
continuity without expansionism, coordination
without confrontation. It would reassure states
that sovereignty is protected and reassure
societies that peace will not be abandoned at the
first difficulty.

UN reform has been discussed for too long in
absolute terms. Either one accepts the system as
it is or insists on rewriting it entirely. This is a
false choice. Institutions do not survive by
remaining unchanged; they survive by evolving
responsibly. The ‘Board of Peace and Sustainable
Security’ would not solve all that ails the
multilateral system. But it would correct one of its
most damaging weaknesses: the absence of
political continuity in the journey from war to
peace.

Reform does not always require new doctrine.
Sometimes, it requires remembering first
principles. Peace must be sustained. Political
commitments must be accompanied. Diplomacy
must be disciplined. Institutions must be built not
for moments but for processes. The UN once
understood this. It can understand it again —if it
chooses to innovate where it still can. The ‘BPSS’
will not redistribute geopolitical power but would
improve the UN’s ability to manage conflict
responsibly. This is where meaningful reform can
begin.

The views expressed are personal

Gs. Pover 2 B G R

UPSC Mains Practice Question:
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