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GIRO-ufym A (GF-RideR) YRA 3 HiY sRfeawin & sfiad @1 3, S aiftie aul & T4 75% &1
TNTEH T § | HIR FIH fIx faUTT (MSuHeh) & MR, 2025 H, HRd H YT F 8% i HHG aut
g3, 5112001 & &1 ¥ 591 Tey 3HfIF 3R 1901 & d1¢ ¥ 3841 o 31feres aR g

India got 8% more monsoon rainfall this year, says IMD

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India this year received 8%
more monsoon rainfall
than normal, the fifth-high-
est since 2001 and the 38"
highest since 1901, the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-

ment (IMD) said on
Tuesday.
The IMD considers only

the rainfall from June 1 to
September 30 to calculate
monsoon data.

While the southwest
monsoon season largely
boded well for agriculture
by boosting storage in re-
servoirs, it wreaked havoc
in several parts of the
country — particularly in
North India — leading to

loss of life and property.

Seasonal rainfall over
northwest India, central
India, and south peninsula
was 27%, 15% and 10%
more than their seasonal
averages. However, rainfall
in eastern and northeast-
ern India was 80% of what
those regions usually get.

The rainfall over north-
west India was 74.79 cm,
the highest since 2001 and
sixth highest since 1901,
while that over east and
northeast India was 108.9
cm, the second lowest
since 1901. Overall, the
monsoon rainfall was 93.7
cm.

The monsoon season
saw extremely heavy spells
in several parts of northern

Pouring patterns

Monsoon rains were uneven across India, with reservoirs filling

in some regions while others faced a dry spell

m Northwest sees record rainfall of 27% 588

above seasonal average, the highest

since 2001

m Central India and south peninsula see
above-average rainfall 15% and 10%
higher than their seasonal averages

m East and Northeast face deficit,
receiving only 80% of usual rainfall,

the second-lowest since 1901

and southern India, thanks
to the conjoining of storms
that originated in the Medi-
terranean region, along
with the monsoon trough
that hovers over the Indian
landmass during the mon-
soon season. When parsed

by months, rainfall was 9%
more than what is usual in
June, 5% more in both July
and August, and 15% ex-
cess in September.

The southwest mon-
soon advanced over the
south Andaman Sea and

Nicobar Islands on May 13,
2025, nearly nine days
ahead of the normal sche-
dule. It arrived in Kerala on
May 24, ahead of the usual
onset date of June 1, and
covered the entire country
by June 29.

There were seven mon-
soon depressions, or sub-
cyclonic storms that form
in the Arabian Sea and the
Bay of Bengal, during the
season. Of the seven, one
intensified into a deep de-
pression. Storms falling in
this category last an aver-
age of 69 days against a
normal of 55, contributing
to the extended spells of
heavy rain.

Though the monsoon
system has not fully with-

drawn and will prevail over
the next couple of weeks,
the IMD does not count
that rain in its quota of
monsoon rainfall. For Oc-
tober, the agency has fore-
cast ‘above normal’ rain in
the country, except for
parts of north and north-
west India.

While a La Nina is ex-
pected to form in the cen-
tral equatorial Pacific
Ocean and it usually
means a stronger winter,
IMD Director-General M.
Mohapatra said this was
not always the case.

A forecast for winter
(December, January and
February) will be available
around November, he ad-
ded.

qdATE HeH

«  IHY UEYA (2025):
o A quT: 93.7 JHT (GHRT H 8% 3fea) |
o THIMT: See! (A B 24 TS, M 1 $F) 3R 29 I dF T HRA $I HaR fawa1 |
. zﬂ'aﬁ'qﬁ?ITUT:
o TR UMHH URGT: +27% (2001 & ST I Jad YD, 1901 & 91 Y BT G ST, 74.79 I |
o HY HRI: +15%lI
° EFaUTuTqa"rcr-HO%
o Udf 3R gaiiR YRd: GTeT ([T &1 80 UG, 1901 & §1¢ I GORT TaY HH; 108.9 T |
. mﬁﬁ?aﬁ
o GE[Z +9%
o T{Kﬂ'sf:+5%
o 3R +5%
o TIdeR: +15%
o JWpId/3dYIG:
o 7 AT 3ATG (3RT AR + ST &1 WIal), 1 Texl gard &l 8|
o 69 e S IR 55 feT e Ta, oy Ukl Sk g3 |
o« YYIqg:
o IHRIHD: HIY Al — I TARY HSRUT|
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o THRIAD: IR AR S0 HRA H §16, YTGaH, SIH-A1d &1 g1 |
Hfae dgu

1. HFA o

o YW 3R T & R AU + S(R-IWN HieaeNd TR & (IMECTSIS) + FHTel i +

HTRE T §RT SaTferd |

o SMHIR TR 13 (HRa) F B3 BT ¢ | ORI I RydaR-31agaR & A9 a19™ -1 & G|
2. U9E Sddg PRE:

o T (=TT & 38T): AR W HAGH/STR B Holgd Bl § |

o 3T ST @THT): AR TR HRAH AT B! HHSR BT 7 |

o 8T meMrR fgya (10D): RIS TRUT auf B TGI8 |
3. YRd & o wgea:

o~ 50% BT AFYT FaTerd HY R AR B

o THT I IMIE B Gl WE TEIEBIT, TATIOIel 3R ST GR&T B THIFAd Rl |

UHTT
1. 3nffp:

. DB AW — TGAR WA SAIGH (Iad, GTet, AlC 3T)
. STEREN R YoId AR B Ferar e o & Bl & geradt e
. SAfdggd SdIe BT THYT FRAT g |

2. grHIfoTe 3R Tgiarur:

. IR YRI H I1g T3 Ao 3R 7 3R Ueie o) Jag-=iierdr &1 guifdi B
. AR YRd A HH AT IdTeH, RIFTERU Wt 3R Sig fafaerar w fiar der st ]

3. IHIfA® 3R Saary:

. YFIAN YT 3R fAwaiRa sr@ayre Siaary uRad & dgd UMY & Scad Ued &l Yobd od & |
. 3{TUST JITREY, Targ- 3% d HY 3R gd Adrat yonfer & fog fifava ai agrs |

e

2025 & HIYH = AP TR R AR 4 311 aui o1, forgd $Y 3R S YR B Sgra firal, dfdh HRd
! 1G-NdT 3R & SRIAT Pl ISR bt 7T | HFGH B! gHIfad B arelt sraarg gRad==iterdr (@
I, Sgeiiel, Wiaa M) & Y, YRA P TAdY-3IHd Wi, 96 YU 3R S a7 e B
T T G Bt STaRTHdl o | @ YR& 3R UGl TR &HI G $HRd §U asl &1 TRl Sl ard i
Y See &1 g ]
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

w: FHfcRad T ¥ S 91 3 A1 3R &1 A4 & did 3R &1 Tl aui- HRdl 67

(a) 3 T U=ITd HERITR & oI T TH 8T §, Siaic @l A1 G U 9 Lfide g
(b) 31 =T YR AR &1 Ao BT &, STafd @l -1 39 HHSR Bl |

(c) 31 =TT 3R &1 H1 &1 &1 YR H THM STadrg UHTd STed &/ |

(d) 31 Y 3R & FHT ENSO (3rat - faroft Srer) Tp J Srfefid B
33N : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

W: ST fob A1 =111, YALRNRIG §d & g 3R A S(aTg ol Siaar] ge-d YRd H aui & RIS
3R R faaRur HT B4 YHIfId el g | (250 RUsq)
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YR 1 H G gueell B &R T it arel o=l H A T | 2023 & foQ FdIaH TfleiRat R

RTY Rl RN & 3fichs 3T Ydhe P Tadl TR THRI A &: 4.64 TG SH goeel & 1.73 A 4
3 A 3R 4.47 TG Urad U Hiex arg+ (Axier) ™, 2019 SR T JRa st o Hifad

I & STaclE, 2022 Pt a1 W Al | 1.6% P I 88 &
7 s (adur wath

. $A gUCA (2023): 4,64,029 (2022 T 17,261
3fYP) |

. Tg: 1,73,826 U (1 1.6 7 1,71,100 ¥ 2022%) |
e TIC: 447 A

difsa afvrt:

qIafgaT aT8 WaR: 79,533 Hid (G Hidl! &1 45.8%) |
Ucd TET: 27,586 (15.9%) |
THYdl/BR/ST: 24,776 (14.3%) |

AR FSIH:

IS (11,490) 3R IWR U (8,370) H I
31 qrufgar are-l &1 Hid g5 o

. SRUSH SUV/BR I B arelt Al & 19.2 B
3R T T Yaifdra Aial § 29.9 Wi A g5

g3l &1 au:
e 20.7% M9 6 & Y I[d 9 IS & §id §aT|
HIAP G-I & HRL:

o TSI 58.6% (1,01,841 Hch |

. GAATH/ATURATE! J Sl IdM 3R AR B
! UgR: 23.6 U= (41,035 Hid) |

. 3 HRU: IRE/SN, TG HGH, TR B GR
AT (4,952 Hid) |

s AforT:

Over 1.73 lakh killed
in road accidents in
2023, 1.6% rise: NCRB

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

More than 1.73 lakh people
were killed and 4.47 lakh
injured in road accidents
across the country in 2023
with nearly 46% of the vic-
tims being two-wheeler
riders, according to a re-
port of the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB).

Speeding and careless
driving were found to be
the two major causes of
road accidents.

A total of 4,64,029 road
accidents took place in the
country in 2023, 17,261
more than in 2022 — with a
1.6% increase in fatalities,
from 1,71,100 in 2022 to
1,73,826 in 2023.

The highest number of
accidents (20.7% of total)
were reported between 6
p-m. and 9 p.m.

Two-wheelers account-
ed for the highest number
of fatal road accidents,
causing 79,533 deaths, or
45.8% of total deaths, fol-
lowed by pedestrians at
27,586 (15.9%) and SUV/
car/jeep at 24,776 (14.3%).

Most of the deaths in
two-wheeler accidents
were reported in Tamil Na-
du (11,490) and Uttar Pra-
desh (8,370). A large num-
ber of deaths due to
SUV/car/jeep  accidents
were reported in Uttar Pra-
desh (19.2% of total ) and a

Crash course

The NCRB report of

2023 has found that the
reason for most fatal road
accidents was speeding

m 58.6% (1,01,841) of deaths
attributed to speeding

m23.6% (41,035) of deaths
attributed to dangerous
driving or overtaking

m Poor weather, driving
under the influence and
animal crossings caused
4,952 deaths

large number of deaths
due to trucks/lorries/mini
truck accidents were also
reported in the State
(29.9% of total).

The NCRB said cause-
wise analysis of fatal road
accidents revealed that
58.6% (1,01,841) and 23.6%
(41,035) of fatalities were
due to speeding and
dangerous/careless driving
or overtaking, respectively.

Poor weather condi-
tions, driving under in-
fluence of drug/alcohol
and animal crossing
caused 4,952 deaths.

The highest number of
deaths were reported on
the National Highways ac-
counting for 34.6%, fol-
lowed by State Highways at
23.4%.
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. TP ISR 34.6% Hd|
o T SR 23.4% |

Qfae dg

. TSRS T8 HAY & ded, AT SIRTY 3R geel & 3fidhg U 3R USRI Hdl g

e YRd T TSh YRET:
o TR aTe (FRMe) AT, 2019: T €8, TeE P dTdl o 11T JRE, e YadH|
o TSI FSD F&T Fifd (2010): TS JR& & 7T U il
o  STIferaT BINUT (2015): YR 2030 dF YS& gdeT H g1 aTel Hidl Bl 50% TP HH B &

fore vfes: & (Sgad Y THSie 3.6 & A1y WIE) |
o TSP Y& P fog UYar P Bt HRATS HT G=P (2021-2030): GSP AT 4 B arait Al
3R el B 50% Y Ab & 1w Ay Teq|
quTa
1. 3nfdp:

. TSH gUISH ¥ HRA P! WA hd IR SAIG B 3-5% T g1l & ([0 §F BT 3HM) |
. I WY /U a1 3R IATGH g1 |

2. 9THIfo®:

. TG GA13fl 3R HTHBSN ATEIC! Bl SHM T F GHIAd HaT g, o SHuiREI® I arqil &4 g1
ST g |
. QUfeaT 3R U I aTdll b Hid W) Fae 3R Uad 3dRTd &Y ISFR Bt ¢

3. T 3R Hifa:

. HHSR AT YdaH, O SR B HHI, 0T Tod ol -arT|
. Zfemic Tiard Red (SMSAd) Sik Usd QRa siifse @ it nfa & S|

31 $1 I8

SN THTUT: JRIET TS SO, TgR BRI TR, Ugdl I &5, T IqoTAnT Sifsc|
Ugd: dof Tfd, 3aAC, Tl dee 3R 9 H St TaH IR 9] SRS |

& 3R SREdHar, TEER SHAH O T5& geer sfaar)|

S{TATAHIC iAo aol STeTd SaHTd 3R geeT Rl gomet|

Mot Tarms-3numia fRr:, Tfis Fm 3R Sidug-Tem yad= &1 IuanT|

SRINTA o BT TSP Y& URYE B Holgd HRAT 3R o4l B o7 SR Wt & 1y e
M

o U A W =
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2023 & foTT TAfeRET S¢1 URA & FRAOR TS& YRET Wdhe BI X@ifdhd Bl 5, STgi ol el 3R ATIRAT8
SIS T BR &9 §U § | TTHT ST TifSd Sufean aTe- WaR §, I8 el et uikaeH diorT, ad $iR
SR T § dRTA B! IR HIAT g1 2030 b TSh TR BIH arci Hidl BT 31T B & TISIoll d8d B
R A & AL, URA B gacd=, Soifafe, Rier ok ardeTei auTd & Gare & forg ues ag-smamdt
U BT SHTIRISH T 5|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

u: {9 w0 A 2023 W qrafgan gdersi  Jad fd Aid gof 17
(a) IR U
(b) dfHeTg

(c) HERTY
(RISESIE

3R: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: URA H TSo R&M 7 $Had A YU &1 gl ©, dieth A1del-d Wy
NCRB 2023 $c1 & dgH H e Td® fazayur &3¢ (150 Xed)
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[P S HRA H T TTUR T -3 ge a1 g3 §, o HU1, ad &I [awadr 3R ifaa
3ITRTA & BRI PV &7 & Tabe Bl G & | AP SOR1Y Reple &I (NCRB) 2023 BT RUIE & 3R, Fd
10,786 T 3R PN sffew! A MHAGAT B, S XN H A ATHTATSH BT 6.3% B

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB) has
said in its report that
10,786 farmers and agricul-
tural workers committed
suicide in 2023. The most
number of cases was from
Maharashtra (38.5%), fol-
lowed by  Karnataka
(22.5%).

The organisations of
farmers blamed the Naren-
dra Modi government’s
policies for the situation,
and said the decision to
waive off import duty on
cotton would vitiate the sit-
uation as most of the sui-
cides were still from the
cotton Dbelts of the
country.

Of the 10,786 suicides
from the farming sector,
4,690 were farmers or cul-
tivators, and 6,096 were
agricultural workers. The
farm suicides accounted
for 6.3% of total suicides

Fields of despair

The lives of 10,786 farmers and agricultural workers were lost to
suicide in 2023, according to the NCRB report

STATE-WISE FIGURES

Maharashtra [

"
[ x
Karnataka -22.5% iR

Andhra Pradesh [ 8.6%
Madhya Pradesh . 7.2%

Tamil Nadu l 5.9%

Alarge number of farmer sumdes
take place in the cotton and soybean
belt in Maharashtra.

(1,71,418 suicides in 2023)
in the country.

Out of the 4,690 farm-
ers who committed sui-
cide, 4,553 were male and
137 were female, and out of
the 6,096 suicides by farm
workers, 5,433 were male
and 663 were female.

After Maharashtra and
Karnataka, Andhra Pra-
desh (8.6%), Madhya Pra-
desh (7.2%), and Tamil Na-
du (5.9%) registered the
most number of suicides.
West Bengal, Bihar, Od-

isha, Jharkhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Arunachal Pra-
desh, Goa, Manipur, Mizo-
ram, Nagaland, Tripura,
Chandigarh, Delhi, and
Lakshadweep reported no
suicides from the farm
belt.

Commenting on the
NCRB data, the president
of the All India Kisan Sab-
ha, Ashok Dhawale, said
more than 10,000 suicides
had been reported from
the farm sector in 2021,
2022 and 2023, and it

Maharashtra, Karnataka report
most number of farmer suicides

showed the systemic crisis
that the Modi government
could not grasp or combat.

“This crisis is going to
aggravate as a large num-
ber of farmer suicides take
place in the cotton and soy-
bean belt. Maharashtra has
turned out to be the gra-
veyard of farmers. The Ma-
rathwada and Vidarbha re-
gion are cotton and
soybean belts. In spite of
this, the Union govern-
ment is bowing to the pres-
sure to sign Free Trade
Agreements, and to U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
tariff terrorism. The go-
vernment cancelled the
11% import duty on cotton.
This means that American
cotton is going to come
here. Agriculture will be
finished by these treaties,”
Mr. Dhawale said, adding
that the NCRB data could
not be trusted.

For those in distress,
counselling is available at
TeleMANAS-14416

qodAT HeH

. IYUAR faaror:

HERIY: 38.5% fhuMI - ST B, Y& FU I IRISATST 3R gy @urd 3R Frareid dee)

Tl

PHleH: 22.5% ATHTAY|

o 3 ICGY IST: 3IY UG (8.6%), T UG (7.2%), AW (5.9%) |
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AR, FEhTe, e, degiu o aied &t HIs W gl ¢
. T 3w goft:
o fbaM/fdM: 4,690 (4,553 G2Y, 137 Higd)
o PV YHP: 6,096 (5,433 G2V, 663 Hlga)
. ifora fdarg:
o HaM e Tdhe & S & [T SHUe, HUN UR AT Yob Fe 3R Jad ATIR JHSId!
DI AT B B
o PHUNT 3R T dee IR FU I 3P Hea & SAR-TETd 3R IR g&1d! & i GagTha
gl
. I & IUT: Yheud fhaml ol S13afei & forg vy geuans- (14416) IUA g |

wifae dg

1. R4 ¥ foam saTgan:
o PN e, BU &1 91, HIA B [AHAdT 3R IOR H IIR-TGId F ST g3 ]
o TSRS WM AT & 3Mhs Uhd Rl §; 3T [haM, WfdeR AV 3R 37 At
M Bielt &
2. fram A®e | ™9 &
o HUN dec: WRIsdre], fagy, daHTL HHlcd & 5o BH|
o WIEH dec: A U, HERTY, HcD |
3. fHar s & fore TR R gieE:

o WA-fordr: forerril b1 31T el
o gHal madl & forT THTHUT (gAad 99 go) |
o UYH HA BO ST AT (THTHSTS): 1T STIRY |
o TS Il H BT 3R HUT AT |
YHTg
1. 3Tfdfe:

. Farl ot Sdt STeTEd HueiNTd BN Tdhe 3R SRR UTHioT STSiifadwsT &1 dadhd it |
. P TRl B P! (G, HUNT ST & U Fag=iad! e S b THIfAd Bl 7

2. 9THIfo®:

. Farl & s AR W Yo sk T Yee|
. QAT AT fTs & € B: wiRaal &) sergany & € df bR 1t Heayul B
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3. ifa 3R T A=:

. TR GURI, T RRIHRU 3R B fafaefie i aaawmdr gl
o P, JEHT FH0T YoMl SR AFRIS W WA & Toigd BT
TR P TR 9 UHTE & AT Jod SATUR G0 (FTA) BT PR &1 Fgd |

e

NCRB & 3fithg YRd H fa=Y U ¥ HUN 3R AW dec H SR HY Fdbe DI IW@ifhd Hd gl Sl
WBR] TSNS 3R Jgd UM B! &, W ALY & fore amfies Ry Igridl & -1y 3
IRET, Yo SHTRRAT 3R BT I Ugd DI YaIed HRA aTal ifovTd JURT B fa=adsdl gt ol feaml @
THGATY Th RIS Al & SR UTHITT STl TdenT B GR&f & oIt THT SN GURT &1 dehTd Sa=adhl
@I g B

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: 2023 H HRd H fooame sargansii & ga¢ H Myfeifad wy=l IR a9 &9 (NCRB Se):
1. HERIY # 2023 # Ga¥ 31fde fHrT sTesn ool &l 78|

2.2023 H o [ STeTgArstl T 10% ¥ HfI® 3 Ue H g3

3. HURY 3R T Fec 3 &5 & T € S fparl ot snergans’ I qad i gHifad 7
4. UTEH ST 3R SRR # 2023 H U i b eTe el g8

Sudad YA A J S T T 77

a) Had 1, 2, 3R 3

b) Had 1, 3, 3R 4

) Had 2, 3, 3R 4

d)1,2 334

3R: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: A AR Hifadl 3R ORe] HiY YR & Hay H URd T R] fbar gl o 3t 1R &0 J S
H | WHR YUIANTd S Fohe Pl by AaIId B Tl 87 (150 Xeg)
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AT 4 9o UFNGRT &R (UHTAUHUISR) 37 Afgasil & GTeRY &l AU § S SRIRd § a1 9ithd =4

T ISHIR P T B g! & | T dgal s FLFPR DI SR 31 oiffies amar iR snfdfes wifosfierdar &
Gohd & ¥U H SRS & St g | HRA H, FLFPR 2011-12 7 31.2% ¥ ARHR 2017-18 H 23.3% B 1T, 2023-
24 H Aol Q TEHR 41.7% B T | USEH AR H, T8 ISP Il g; Talies, AR & USRI 3R HHTS
B TRIB! Y W B T TS HHSNNG] DT Udl Iddl g |

More women join the labour force, but are they really employed? |

In rural areas, it is difficult to separate women’s domestic responsibilities from their role as helpers in household enterprises

A large share of women’s work

I DATA POINT takes the form of unpaid house-
hold labour, which does not count
Subhanil Chowdhury as employment in official statistics.

Anushree Gupta

he female labour force par-
T ticipation rate (FLFPR)
measures the share of wo-
men who are either employed or
actively seeking work. A higher
FLFPR is often seen as a sign of
greater gender equality and a
more dynamic labour market. The
FLFPR fell from 31.2% in 2011-12 to
23.3% in 2017-18, before climbing
to 41.7% in 202324 (Chart 1).
While this rise appears encourag-
ing, a closer look reveals that wo-
men continue to face barriers —
both in terms of earnings and the
kind of jobs available to them.
In India, workers are broadly
classified into three categories:
self-employed, regular salaried,

and casual workers. The NSSO | the reduction in unpaid domestic 2 804 ')

tracks earnings for each of these | work has translated largely into Rural female LFPR ]

groups. Strikingly, during the very | self-employment, not into an ex- 40 Agriculture

period when the FLFPR rose, real | pansion of wage employment. 601

earnings declined for all categories In rural areas, it is often difficult 20

except casual workers in both ru- | — if not impossible — to separate Female LFPR

ral and urban areas. This points to | women’s domestic responsibilities 40

a troubling reality — more women | from their role as helpers in house- 20 Secondary

may be entering the workforce, | hold enterprises. This blurring of Urban female LFPR

but they are not finding secure or | boundaries may partly explain the 10 201

remunerative employment. rise in FLFPR. It also raises a fun- M
Chart 1 shows that the recent | damental question: should such 5 Tertiary —

rise in FLFPR is largely driven by
rural women. To understand this
trend better, we now turn to a clos-
er examination of female labour

force participation and employ- | crease in own account workers Figures in % India (in 3) Casiialworer: R (RHS)
ment patterns in rural India. and employers has coincided with ’

Economic development is typi- | a decline in their real earnings. In 601 o, 120007 Regular salaried: Urban [%%0
cally associated with a shift of the | other words, the rise in self-em- o . O
workforce from agriculture tonon- | ployment has not improved wo- 100007 Casual worker: Urban (RHS) ) 200
agricultural sectors. Given the re- | men’s incomes (Chart 4). Attending domestic duties
cent rise in rural FLFPR, one Thus, the rise in FLFPR is large- 401 o) 8000 — | 150
might expect more women to be | ly driven by an increase in women "
moving out of agriculture into in- | counted as helpers in household Own account enterprise . 6000 O Regular salaried: Rural
dustry or services. The data, ho- | enterprises and as self-employed workersandemployers Helkpe' Inahousehold [ QO [100
wever, suggest the opposite. The | workers. Wage employment has 2 enterprise o] 4000 Self-employed : Urban

% 3 i Regular
share of rural women employed in | not expanded, and real earnings /7 . | —0 {50
agriculture rose from 71.1% in 2018- | for most categories of women LK T casuao 000 Self-employed : Rural
19 to 76.9% in 2023-24, while their | workers have actually fallen. Far P « ‘—5 0
resence in both the secondar from signalling dynamism, this S AR 029 020 (7Y .92 .93 ,9h
gnd tertiary sectors declineg pattern %)ointsgto dyeeper vulnera- 1“\1'\% 10*%’\9 ”L“"Q'ALQ 101“’1\ "A\”ﬁ w7 N SN C N g N g

(Chart 2).

Even within the employed catego-
ry, there exists a group termed
‘helpers in household enterprises’
— a role that also falls under un-
paid family work. So, two catego-
ries capture women attending to
domestic duties, both of which are
unpaid activities.

Among rural women aged 15
years and above, there has been a
sharp fall in those reporting ‘dom-
estic duties’ — from 57.8% in 2017-
18 to 35.7% in 2023-24 (nearly 20
percentage points). This shift is
mirrored by a 10.5 point rise in wo-
men counted as ‘helpers in house-
hold enterprises’ (from 9.1% to
19.6%) and a 10 point rise in ‘own
account workers and employers’
(from 4.5% to 14.6%) over the same
period (Chart 3). In other words,

unpaid helper roles be counted as
employment at all? At the same
time, even within the self-em-
ployed category, the apparent in-

bilities in the labour market.

The data for the charts were sourced
from the Periodic Labour Force
Survey and NSSO

f &
Subhanil Chowdhury is an associate professor of Economics at St. Xavier’s University, Kolkata. Anushree Gupta is an MA student in

Department of Economics, St. Xavier’s University, Kolkata

Chart 1: The female labour force participation rate
(for women aged 15 years and above)

Chart 2: Sectoral distribution of women employment in
rural India. Figures in %
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Chart 3: Paid and unpaid work of women in rural India.
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Chart 4: Real wage and earnings of female workers in

RHS: Right hand side

qdATE HeH

1. YRd # AR AT
o W-FOfSa/ad & T@d I SHART 3R gt
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o afd aaaurh sHER)
o SHTHHP HHIARL

THTAUHUISR § 9fg & Sravg, s el ol Sresy gyt 90rl & e ardfde sma |
RTaC 3MTS ©, S SRRMET 3R HH I aTel ISR B SOIR Bt 6|

2. E;Fﬁ'qﬁ?lTUT
o PN T HRRA ATHO AGETT 71.1% (2018-19) W TGHR 76.9% (2023-24) B TS|
o Tadia® @) SR gdige @dn) & # 39! Iurufd & fiRTae g |
3. Gﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ)‘lﬁﬁ?ﬂiﬁm
o s O SHddfe TR 98 T A1 R STH! § WeTId & =0 | Tt §s &, o i qRen o
YR T ST THTTUBUISR 1 §¢ld 5 |
o IR HAA PI RUIE B areit Afganst # fIRTET (57.8% — 35.7%) F8 AN TR Holg! ISR
& TOIT W-ASR T 3fddf-e Teris YHeel ¥ dsid 8l T |
4. Bﬂ'qﬁ'%?ﬂ%f
o W-faforg Afgemstt & oy arafas &S | R1ae o §, ot o § f thuauwdieR
¥ gfg SgaR faxa Qe & 3rRey T B

Rfae e

. TBUAUHUISR: 15+ 31 O &1 AfFarsil &1 fexm w0 a1 9ishd U J S &t aar J|

o YRA T 4T T Bt HINGR DI UG TRep I AFCS!, Sfadfd oe B 3R i siuenies JAsiR
& ST & HRUT Agaan & fore Vg U 4 HH|

o UTHIOI ASAIR: FY SR SRS WRISNIR HT Yy, Afgansl & oy Fergt AR Wied g

YHId
1. 3

> THUAUHTIRR H g SR 3T a1 3Mfies gifaaemur o MR 78T et B
o ATEIR® 3R 3dde BRI AfRHT ASHIR TR 81T &, S A 21 FoTRT & Vel Bl SoR
A8

2. HTHI®P:

o WY FEIRal 3R dfftes SR fauTe SRt TRaHTes s1emt shu=mies Ao & Afgarsii o
Yrfterst ol Wt wlt I8 7
o Sfad® YTl & SR AfRenslt & e TEM & SR HH HRa 3 Sl 5 |
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3. ifa 3R wT=:

o HAfgansit & foru u=nies ad ISR &I Igrar e B HMaRgHar g |

o DI aBr HrfrHl o) wrior afkarsil o) afera w1 arfeT a1fes 3 fgdtas ik gedlas aFf
T GhHU DI IH & T |

o TS YRET, AGA AT 3R 97 ST YR WRISMR SR sHIame &3 & Afgarsif o
T HR T g |

e

YR & THUAUHUIR H gIferan 9fg o) Afge xIfaaeeul & 0 H SIRedl fhU oM R YTHS 8, Fifds T8
S UM W 3HddHd IR B 3R g HHE & 1Y WRISR I IRa g1 fefr-wwmash enffe faer
I HA & fo, Fifcrdl &1 aa g9 5o & dfgarsit &1 i & & Tomd ST ISR & SawR],
ST ToIgRt 3R I JR& R ST did BT gy

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
U : Afedl oH g HFGRT & (FLFPR) T 872

a) 15+ 3T a7 B! AR &1 Ufa=rd FHiford a1 afhd U I ST &1 dom=r
b) Had PV T BT 15+ 3 a¥f B Afgar3it o1 ufa=rd
¢) “gAdH HoIg! ¥ ST HHTS B arelt Higansii ol Uia=ra

d) ATaTRIG UfRT&ur SrRipHl A AmHifhd Afgensi o1 ufawrd
3xI%: a)
UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YRJ H Afed Y9 dd HFNGRI &R (FLFPR) H gig = Afgarsf & U 98dR HATR a1 JRI&T AR d
3aTE To! fhdT B 1 39 UgRT & TS & HRB| BT ATAIATHD AT B 3R A YR & Afgernsit &
T e qRifad®mrur &1 JAfd w1 & g Hifara Iural &1 g3ma <1 (150 )
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It UiEwiferat fFRawe (@PEHSE) HRd & Yoil S6RT # Heayul YA AT €, S SToiR &1 averdT, Fowr
TaTg 3R Teidh & ANTaM ®d o | RideR 2025 H, ThUems 3 YR sfibct § 223,885 HRIS HaTd forg,
S F1ad SSel & TR IR AeH &1 fifgd @Rl 8. SHad! 3R RideR 2025 & &g, Terft Twdtss

I 31,54 TG HRIS d U, Ol fUDal a8 & MTIT U 3 .

FPIs withdraw from
Indian equities for
third straight month

Analysts say the reasons range from tariff uncertainty to dull company
earnings for multiple quarters and disproportionately high valuations

qdAE Heu

1. FPI A= &1 35m4:
o Pas ¥ 2025:
- SHaRl: 78,000 HRIS IUY
ERIEAEEI
- TRa-Ar: sftaig
- IUA-IH: HEH UAT8
. W—W: [SRIGIR
fgaig
o PadeY ¥ 2024: SfFR H
394,000 RIS B To 3D
gigare; RdeR 2024 & L& TaTE
31 ARG BRIS U
2. Sfgafe & sRo:
o AP FR®:
- BAGCHE R RS
2w sgmT
- e AW ge #
SGIRT ¥ YRUM gHTfdd
- 3fYp IRA IR Bl A
99 &1 3ded §¢ @1 8
(RrdsR 2024 5 21% 9 —
2025 H 28.8%)
o WW:
- B fomifedl & fow g
HIART 3T
- YR 3@ @ 3=
H™IDh
- SR Ned B pA HA I

ST BT A

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

oreign Portfolio In-
F vestors (FPIs) with-

drew 23,885 crore
from Indian stocks in Sep-
tember, making it the third
consecutive month of net
outflows from the Indian
stock market, according to
data from the National Se-
curities and Depositories
Ltd. (NSDL).

FPIs have been with-
drawing money from the
Indian stock market since
September 2024, on and
off. To be sure, the calen-
dar year began with a net
flow of more than ¥78,000
crore in January 2025 after
which there were two con-
secutive months of out-
flows. This was followed by
moderate inflows in April,
May and June 2025.

Sentiments were pessi-
mistic even in calendar
year 2024, with the highest
ever outflows in October
going as high as ¥94,000
crore.

Despite this, FPIs had a
net inflow of ¥ lakh crore
as of September 2024.

However, between Janu-
ary and September this
year, foreign investors
have pulled out 31.54 lakh
crore from Indian equities,
making it worse than the
previous year.

Some analysts cite
short-term reasons like the
uncertainty in tariffs, while
others say that dull earn-

Losing sheen: Between January and Sept. 2025, foreign investors
have pulled out 21.54 lakh crore from Indian equities. PTi

ings of companies for mul-
tiple quarters and dispro-
portionately high
valuations have made
these stocks unattractive.
The increasing rupee de-
preciation makes the dol-
lar returns smaller.
According to a report by
Elara Capital, managers of
emerging market funds
have cut India allocation to
16.7%, which is the worst
since November 2023.
India constituted 21% of
their allocation in Septem-
ber 2024. These funds are
instead moving to China.
“Active global emerging
market (GEM) managers
remain net sellers of India
{stocks], continuing to ro-
tate towards China. India’s
allocation in GEM funds
peaked at 21% in Septem-
ber 24 but has since fallen
sharply to 16.7% [lowest
since November 23]. In
contrast, China’s allocation
has climbed to 28.8%,
marking a decisive reversal
in positioning-g,” according

to Elara’s report.

“As of August 2025, glo-
bal funds held $390 billion
in Indian assets. Of these,
funds with high conviction
in India’s long-term growth
have been withdrawing
from the country. This is
the first such instance
since April 2018 and “rais-
es questions about the
strength and sustainability
of foreign investor convic-
tion in India’s medium-
term growth story,” says
another report by Elara.

Domestic markets
Returns in domestic mar-
kets have also been dull.
For instance, Nifty50 index
was down 4.6% to 24,611.1
points on September 1,
2025, from 25,810.85 on
the same day last year.
Analysts say that FPI
flows will continue to be
volatile given the Hi-B visa
fee hike, the 100% U.S. ta-
riff on branded pharma-
ceuticals, and a ramp up in
Chinese investments in Al.
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3. W INRI UR YHTG:
o w50 A RidsR 2025 T 4.6% Yo H 24,611 Ulsc ddb SRATHR HR .
o UPHUISHTS UaTe H SAR-TGId SR & A4 3R ot 1 SUASKIT HI THIfad Hral g |

wifaes dg

1. fac=l uidwifera A= (Fpi):
o U TeEH FEF0 & foT YR TRRY 3R dvel # fac=f fa=re! gRi fasar war o
o Umeleg Mg faczh fawn & faudid, fored Tt ok e nfia |
2. wd’ren-éao‘rﬂ%?q'
o Il ITRI HY RN 3R TERTS YSH BT 3|
o TR IR & Jedidhd B! THIfAd HaT g
o TE YRd P! gg< 3nfies fRRaT # fad=h Moz & fayra & TJobd & TU H S el B
3. AR AP s (GEM WS):
o faprRia sricrawirsey @ Sfesc! & fa=1 HRA a1 Hhel & Aihd =0 ¥ JaeH foT|
o YR, 9 3¢ & &t 3fde & geard ot Uarg 3R dTolR &I YRUM & THIfAd HRd & |

UYTd
1. 3 v fa=ia:
o IS THUISME 3TN T IOR § IdR-I¢Id ¢ Jhdl & 3R sfdct BIgARAT gHifad &
Tl B

o HHGR THUTSE e ¥ faaeh gar HeR 3R 308 R 3RR US T&dl |
o WY TPl BT Yot yaTg T HH Bt URUTS B DI SaHT 81 Faball g
2. Hife 3 =mE:
o SMRENSATS SR Jaft & U & H1eH I Yoht TaTg fRRAT Bt TR -4 &1 STaadhe ¢ |
o TrHHIaD faeRh o= & e iid & & il WRETEs UR! & Hed IR USRI ST |
o R, HIARE Ta-g 3R A & AR BT THTAd HRA aralt it THUTSTE Udg & dad
T gl
3. Wﬂ'c{‘ﬂ
o HRA Y dP 3P s AT Y-IoHifae 3R 3fie seardl o a8l
o RN (@3S 3R SR it & smfeT- 4 ufawguf IHRA SR Sitde &1 HIfad et
gl

e

THUISMTS B BRI BT TRMAR =T T URA & R FOIRT B AR (AR o= o did qadsdl Bl
Ghd o § | STafh YR U 3MHYD SHT g3 SOIR 1 31T 8, S Hioh, Y 3T, TaT Tedg 3R
Ay IR a1g SRt FAfaa SfRRAT § aie™ axdl 81 fayRT S8 o SR eeifere fawr fRRar
AT HA & forT HiuRe TR, AR A 3R R TRERIA # FRER GUR 31T & |

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS .. e \ ‘r.:;nm]

CIVIL SERVICES

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy: FMafaRad # ¥ &9 91 %Y ol 82

a) FPI & $Udl &1 Ucagf Yaied fa=or =mfid §

b) FPI X% HIdhe Pl forfhiSel U Hd &

¢) FDI 3eTahIfeiss UIewifera Fawr ol efifd war g
d) FPI Af¥& g 3fTded ST O gHIfdd I8l 8l &
33N : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

WY: YR & Yol IoRI H THUTSMTR 1 YfHeeT & 1R Sffg B | &1 YR &I Tad e faem & fag
THUTSMS ! Ja-T H ThaI3HTE R HfU®H & diad BT dMeE? (150 XMeg)
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The transformation of girls’ education

n a country where the
phrase “Beti padhegi toh kya
karegi? (What will a
daughter do if she studies?)”
once echoed through homes and
villages, India has undergone a
powerful transformation in girls’
education over the past decade.

At a Mahila Sammelan
(Women's Conference) in Dwarka,
Gujarat, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asked a group of women
how many had studied beyond
class 5. To his surprise, most of the
elderly women raised their hands,
while few younger women did.
When asked why, they pointed to
the era of the Gaekwad dynasty
(1721-1947), when fathers were
penalised for not educating their
daughters. Today, however, many
women are literate, while their
daughters-in-law are not.

This anecdote underscores a
larger truth: good intentions must
be backed by accountability,
leadership, and policy. And under
Mr. Modi’s leadership, India is
witnessing just that — a systemic
push to change not just rules, but
mindsets. This transformation is
not just about more girls in
classrooms; it’s about shifting the
very foundations of Indian society,
its health, economy, and
demography, by empowering its
daughters with the most effective
tool of change: education.

The Gujarat model
As Chief Minister of Gujarat, Mr.
Modi recognised that tackling
issues such as female foeticide and
girls” illiteracy required a
multi-pronged approach. Laws
alone wouldn’t suffice; a
fundamental shift in public
perception, supported by
infrastructure and incentives, was
required. Launched in 2003, the
Kanya Kelavani campaign became
a key vehicle for this change. The
initiative promoted awareness
about girls’ education while
addressing barriers such as the
lack of separate toilets for girls in
schools, a major cause of dropouts
during adolescence.

The results were significant.
Female literacy rate in Gujarat

Shamika Ravi

Member of the
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister, and
Secretary to
Government of India.
Views are personal

The Beti Bachao,

Beti Padhao
initiative has
shown
significant
results in the
last decade

which was lower than the national
average, increased to 70%, higher
than the national average of 64%.
The school dropout rate reduced
by as much as 90% among female
students in targeted districts.

Mr. Modi transformed the
policy initiative through
widespread public support, by
personally auctioning gifts
received at public events, raising
19 crore for girls’ education. He
also made a personal contribution
of ¥21 lakh. These efforts sent a
strong signal: girls’ education
wasn't just a government scheme,
it was a public movement.

Scaling success nationwide
Inspired by Gujarat’s success, the
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP)
initiative was launched nationwide
in 2015. Its aim was twofold: to
prevent female foeticide and
promote girls’ education. The
initiative focused on 100
gender-critical districts in its initial
phase and later expanded
nationwide. It brought together
multiple ministries — Women and
Child Development, Health and
Family Welfare, and Human
Resource Development — in a
coordinated push for change.
Among other measures of
outcome, its impact is most visible
in the survival rate of girls. India’s
sex ratio at birth improved from
919 girls per 1,000 boys (2015-16)
to 929 (2019-21). Encouragingly, 20
out of 30 States/UTs are
performing better than the
national average of 930.

But these improvements in sex
ratio at birth are encouraging,
they are just one piece of a much
larger puzzle. The real power of
girls’ education lies in the ripple
effects it triggers across society.
Educated women tend to marry
later and have fewer children.
India’s Total Fertility Rate has
dropped to 2.0, just below
replacement level. This shift is
closely tied to rising female
education and workforce
participation. Women with
secondary education are more
likely to seek institutional
deliveries and prenatal care. The

Infant Mortality Rate for girls has
dropped from 49 per 1,000 live
births in 2014 to 33 by 2020. While
overall female labour force
participation remains a challenge,
it is rising in sectors such as
healthcare, education, STEM, and
entrepreneurship — fields that
thrive on literacy and skills. From
officers in the armed forces to
CEOs of tech startups, today’s
educated Indian women are
breaking barriers.

The multiplier effect

Educated girls grow into educated
mothers — and that changes
everything. Studies show that
children of educated mothers
perform better in school and
experience better health
outcomes. In Madhya Pradesh,
recent surveys show that 89.5% of
people are aware of BBBP, and
63.2% say it directly encouraged
them to send their daughters to
school. Communities reported
increased support for delaying
early marriage and promoting
girls” higher education. These
statistics reflect changing mindsets
in regions where girls were once
kept from schools entirely.

This transformation is a
deep-rooted change facilitated by
thoughtful and effective policies
aimed at empowering young
women. The long-term impact of
these initiatives will be even more
pronounced because of the
positive feedback cycle that
enhances not only individual lives
but entire communities. Today’s
educated girls are not merely
students; they are potential
leaders, advocates, and
change-makers of tomorrow.
Educated girls are more likely to
join the workforce, contribute to
their families’ incomes, and invest
in the education of their children.

As we look to the future, we can
be hopeful that the changes
initiated under Mr. Modi’s
leadership will continue to gain
momentum, leading to a more
equitable society where every girl
has the right to learn, grow, and
thrive. Let’s be clear: when you
educate a girl, you save a society.

GS. Paper 01 &02- Wﬁlﬂ?'ﬁ% 3R =

RSN B gUTTRRAAr BT T i B | (150 sq)

UPSC Mains Practice Question: KIS IGECRI KRR HUICR KR RRREI)
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Ha:

R H Tefal o fen # fUwa <l g2l § Te Aleh I URadd 31 T 8, S 81T 3R ArHifoie Iuem 3
Toh TR, Hf-Tferd Bl d b1 3R 9¢ 8T 2| T IR 39 HeTdd I JaTd fobar T o, "t U df
HAM?" S A TraRdl, &I 3R e & dsfpal &) yrfier) & yai unfa &t 8, St U amifse 3R

ST RAS I ulRdd &7 Tobd gl
ada Ay

1. eTRe geyf:
o URURS IS AFES! 3 dsfhal Bt fRren &) Wi o= faar, Wrge: arior &t 7|
o 200! Udl & LA URT (IaTERUT o [olE, TS ATS ISR o dgd) A Afga RI&m &1 Mergd
far, SR a1e &t ynifa & forw SR daR fasar |
2. ORI HISH - BT BT (2003 & T1G):
o Tsfral & forg gy Yaradl fed SIFRedhd], Tieire- 3R g g & A1y § &1 Yo
BT 3R dsfhal Bt FAReRar 3 fuer ma|
o TRum:
- T[ORTd | Aigdl WIaRdl IGHR 70% B s, S AL 3 (64%) ¥ U 5|
Aferd o1 & Tefhdl & 9 Wod e &1 & H 90% do 3! fiRTae 37 8|
o el HIieRT: diud A} 3 SfaTd T ¥ SUSRY &1 AarH ! 3R U &1 IrTgH faT,
e Tsfaral o1 fRren & fore ue o siigia Uar ga|
3. VYT WHIAT - o Farel, 9t ugTen (BBBP, 2015):
o TET: BT YU ST Bl AH1 3R TSB! o FR1eq &) dgrar STl
o qféd fe-TaeTeia fore, afee td o1at fawry, ey 3R Rien waraaid gafad |
o TRum:
- S & THY fRTATd 919 TSfdhdi/1,000 TSHI (2015-16) H TGHR 929 (2019-21) B
|
- STEEGAr AR A TR B HH S H et H ¢ a1 3R dsfdhdl & Wod Hom
& forg guifaa foani
4. dsfpal a1 fRuem & gy
o SHYHIRIABII THTE: Hd Yo &X UTRUTIA TR & HRId 2.0 b R TS|
o TR UNUMH: ASfdal & forg RIY] Jog aX (SMETHSMR) 49 (2014) ¥ FRER 33 (2020) 1 T3
o 3 HATTGRY: TR S@HTa, g, TaRTH SR I Afgd sriad ot gl Hrfiart|

wfas dgu
1. U TSHTE 3R Uga:

o HI HAAM! ([ORTd) — IT TR e BT Fgrar ¢
o St aTel, 3¢ UGTSN (BBBP) - e THIAT IR g & forg wgta uga
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| UMiya | (& oo senvicss
2. Hhded:
o TR WER X, I d Bl DI &, TH & JAY o U, Fd Yol o, Higdl 47 §d
HITGRT |

3. grHTI®-3nfde uvTa:
o Tiféra arsforal fRiféra A s St §, S8 o1 e, e 3R wReq 3nfifes afvomat & gur
g gl
o TRren Tefral &1 Aq@, IAMAT 3R A H F1e1sil &1 dre &1 SfeR <ot g

UHT
1. gTHITS:

o ffte Yftrarsil 3iR Afean TIfdd® ol & SR § AHREGar § gead|
o ST faarg iR a1 Yur g oit gutaf & &t |

o I TG WERdT R HRITA UTTGR! Tdhd e IdTE (Srerdl) 3G & TTEH &l g
o Rifera Afgart s=if &) Ren & it 3w Bt € B 7Fa Goht A &1 T 3T °h
RIS

3. SAYiRST®I:

o WY fIaTE 3R HH T U &R Bl HH B @, ORI SR 1 Turad H YR gl 7
o ER HIg e 91d Wy SR IR & YR FHRl |

4. Hifd vd II:

o SINTE®T, §HATd! gl SR Uil &1 e ag-a=1 efde o uHid €|
o O YTTGR! HRIHH! B! Slaacal 3R RURT DI ASgd Bl ¢ |

e

aSfHal ot fR1em § YR o1 IRad- U Tg3Har IUdfed 8 | FTeRdT ¥ AR W, HTdad bt HReRY 3R
THTIS JfRIBRUT T, GHRIAS YHT T & BT barat 3R didt o ®rded uelia od § &
Hf, A9 IR IHEIRA® JSTd U 1Y YUIarTd IRad- ard & | dsfeal o RIfdd &A1 7 saa aafaqal
T IUM Il § e X TG R THS DI 96 odl 5, 39 [9gR B ¥ IRl § & "Jd 34 Th ASH!
o1 RAfET Hd & O 31U T JHTS B! §41d & |
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