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India, China commit to fair border solution: PM

After PM meets Xi, MEA says ready for ‘reasonable
and mutually acceptable’ solution on the frontier

Vighnesh P. Venkitesh
TIANJIN

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi, at his
meeting with Chi-

nese President Xi Jinping
on Sunday, underlined the
importance of peace and
tranquillity on the India-
China border for conti-
nued development of bilat-
eral relations.

Meeting on the sidelines
of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation summit
in the northern Chinese ci-
ty of Tianjin, the two lead-
ers agreed on the need to
strengthen people-to-peo-
ple ties through direct
flights and visa facilitation,
building on the resump-
tion of the Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatra and tourist vi-
sas, amid an improving
relationship between the
neighbours. Mr. Xi said the
border issue should not de-
fine overall relations.

“The two leaders noted
with satisfaction the suc-
cessful disengagement last
year and the maintenance
of peace and tranquillity
along the border areas
since then. They expressed

commitment to a fair, rea-
sonable, and mutually ac-
ceptable resolution of the
boundary question,” the
Ministry of External Affairs
said in a statement follow-
ing the meeting.

Mr. Modi called for mu-
tual support in combating
terrorism and the two
leaders exchanged views
on balanced bilateral
trade, recognising that
their economies could sta-
bilise world trade, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri
said at a press briefing on
Sunday night. They agreed
to facilitate trade and in-
vestment ties while reduc-
ing their trade deficit, he
said. They discussed the in-
ternational economic sit-
uation, with Mr. Modi tell-
ing Mr. Xi that growing
trade will contribute to a
change in the world’s per-
ception of China, the Fo-
reign Secretary added.

The meeting took place
against the backdrop of
US. President Donald
Trump’s tariff wars, with
both India and China fac-
ing steep duties on their
exports to the US., but Mr.
Modi insisted that the rela-

g@ faxaur (Body)
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Xi says border issues should not define overall ties; he
adds nations are not rivals, but cooperation partners

Improved ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a meeting on
the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit in the Chinese city of Tianjin. MO

tionship between India
and China should not be
seen through a “third-
country lens”.

‘Positive momentum’

While the Prime Minister
noted that both countries
pursue strategic autono-
my, the two leaders said
they would expand their
common ground on bilat-
eral, regional, and global
issues and challenges, such
as terrorism and fair trade
in multlateral platforms,

the MEA statement said.
“Had a fruitful meeting
with President Xi Jinping...
We reviewed positive mo-
mentum in India-China re-
lations since our last meet-
ing in Kazan [in Russia, in
October 2024],” Mr. Modi
said on X. “We agreed on
maintaining peace and
tranquility in border areas
and reaffirmed our com-
mitment to cooperation
based on mutual respect,
mutual interest, and mu-
tual solidarity,” he added.

Heafd a1 |
.« ARF-dH UR gg &1 yyyf & g aremd Al 4= & g urifae faswe §1

The two countries
should work together to
ensure peace and not let
the border issue define
their overall relations, Mr.
Xi said during the bilateral
meeting, adding that the
“cooperative pas de deux
of the dragon and the ele-
phant should be the right
choice for the two coun-
tries”. China and India are
not rivals, but cooperation
partners, Mr. Xi said, a sen-
timent which echoed by
Mr. Modi. Both leaders

India and China
are victims of
terrorism: Modi

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday told Chinese
President Xi Jinping that both
countries are “victims” of
terrorism, and should work
together to combat the
“scourge”. Responding to the
media about whether Mr. Modi
raised the issue of Pahalgam
attacks, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said it was
discussed during bilateral
meeting. » PAGE 5

reaffirmed that the two
countries are “develop-
ment partners and not riv-
als, and their differences
should not turn to dis-
putes”, the MEA said.

The Prime Minister also
met with Myanmar’s Se-
nior General Min Aung
Hlain and reiterated India’s
readiness to support deve-
lopmental needs of the cri-
sis-hit country. He noted
that India attaches impor-
tance to its ties with Myan-
mar as part of its ‘Neigh-

Foreign Secretary says India, China can stabilise
world trade; leaders agree to reduce trade deficit

borhood First’, ‘Act East’,
and Indo-Pacific policies,
the MEA said in a state-
ment. Mr. Modi expressed
the hope that the forth-
coming elections in Myan-
mar will be held in a fair
and inclusive manner. He
underlined that India sup-
ports a Myanmar-led and
Myanmar-owned  peace
process, the MEA added.

The Prime Minister also
attended a banquet gala
with other SCO leaders, in-
cluding Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Pakista-
ni Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif.

He expressed support
for China’s presidency of
the ongoing summit, the
MEA said, indicating that
he is unlikely to raise any
objections to the Tianjin
Declaration expected to be
signed and issued on Mon-
day. Mr. Modi also invited
Mr. Xi to the BRICS summit
that India will host in 2026.
(The writer is in China on
the invitation of the China
Public Diplomacy Associa-
tion)

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGES5 & 14
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: YRd—dH T fqaTg & Hay & GHi ¢=1l o did gIierdT Ge-Tidd YA Bl [a=eisuT Hifid |
(250 Words)
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AT T QIR o TR &7 e REGR" i H81 A1 3, 1958 U I fdadl iR Fra-1 &I faam siran
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(NGO) To[dhe T &1 I8 [RIDHR I 81 98 RIPR UM arell Ugell HRAT TRT &+ B, St YR & foe U
URRISEEEIEE]

NGO Educate Girls wins
Ramon Magsaysay Award

It brought unschooled or out-of-school girls into classroom, and worked to keep them there until
they were able to acquire credentials for higher education and employment, says foundation

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ducate Girls, an In-
E dian non-profit or-

ganisation working
to educate unprivileged
girls across the country,
has been named as one of
the three winners of the
Ramon Magsaysay Award,
2025. The other winners
are Shaahina Ali of the Mal-
dives and Flaviano Antonio
L. Villanueva of the Philip-
pines.

Announcing the award
for Educate Girls, also
known as Foundation to
Educate Girls Globally, the : PR i
Ramon Magsaysay Award  Bridging the gap: In this photo provided by the Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation, Safeena Husain,
Foundation said on Sunday left, founder and Board member of the Foundation to Educate Girls, talks to a group in Rajasthan. Ap
that it was “an Indian or-

= s Sy <

ganisation whose ground- Reflecting on the miles- CEO of Educate Girls, said  gratulating environmental
breaking work in address-  tone, Safeena Husain, the the announcement was activist Shaahina Ali of the
ing gender injustice in founder of Educate Girls, “historic and humbling”. Maldives and Fr. Flaviano
education in India’s most  said, “Being the first Indian Antonio L. Villanueva of
rural and remote areas non-profit to receive the Thrilling news the Philippines, who shot

creates a ripple effect that Ramon Magsaysay Award  “Educate Girls is the first  to fame for opposing form-
uplifts families, communi-  is a historic moment for  Indian organisation to win  er President Rodrigo Du-
ties, and entire societies”. Educate Girls and for the the Ramon Magsaysay terte’s infamous drug war
“Starting out in Rajas- country. This recognition  Award. It is an absolutely ~ which led to widespread
than, Educate Girls identi-  places a global spotlight on  thrilling news for us and  human rights abuse.
fied the neediest commun- India’s people-powered this award belongs to our The Ramon Magsaysay
ities in terms of girlss movement for girls’ educa- teams across the country —  Award was started in 1958
education, brought un- tion, one that began witha our preraks, our team bali- to celebrate “greatness of
schooled or out-of-school  single girl in the remotest  ka, the government, our spirit and transformative
girls into the classroom, village and grew toreshape  donors and partners. But  leadership in Asia”. Since
and worked to keep them  entire communities, chal-  mostly this award belongs 1958, over 300 achievers
there until they were able  lenging traditions and to our girls. Our girls who and organisations from

to acquire credentials for  shifting mindsets.” work tirelessly to get edu- Asia have received this
higher education and gain- Acknowledging the cation,” said Ms. Loboina  award.
ful employment,” it said. award, Gayatri Nair Lobo,  video statement while con-  (With PTI inputs)
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: Educate Girls NGO & 9y H HIH-IT G‘TQFI'\"-I%’T ?
(a) 3D YT HERTY A g3 |

(b) 3HPT I UTHIUT AfFATSH Bl WRISAIR faet 1 5|

(c) T8 NGO Tsfadl &1 e 3 Siig &1 &1 Bl gl

(d) T8 NGO Pad 3= fR1en & forg SEgRi U  #xal g
Ans: (c)
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Indians must follow ‘vocal

for local’ mantra, says PM

In his monthly broadcast Mann Ki Baat, Modi calls for a self-reliant India, amid trade turmoil

due to the US. tariffs; expresses anguish at the havoc caused by natural disasters in the country

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday urged In-

dians to take pride in “swa-
deshi (made in India)” pro-
ducts as the festival season
approaches. In his month-
ly radio address Mann Ki
Baat, he stressed that India
should follow one mantra,
“Vocal for Local”; one
path, “Atmanirbhar Bharat
(self-reliant India)”; and
one goal, “developed
India”.

Everything that is need-
ed in life should be swa-
deshi, he said, reiterating
his recent appeal for the
country to become self-re-
liant after U.S. President
Donald Trump imposed a
50% tariff on Indian goods.

As different parts of the
country celebrate Ganesh
Chathurthi, and as Durga
Puja and Deepavali ap-
proach, he said that people
should not forget about
swadeshi products during
the festivals, while pur-
chasing gifts, clothes, or
decor items.

“Say with pride, ‘This is
swadeshi’,” he said, repeat-
ing the phrase thrice. “The
only mantra is vocal for lo-
cal, the only path is Aatma-

@

Say with pride, this is
swadeshi... the only
mantra is vocal for local, the

S/ 22\ onlypathis Aatmanirbhar

A

Bharat, the only goal is
developed India
NARENDRA MODI

Prime Minister

nirbhar Bharat, the only
goal is developed India,”
he said in the concluding
remarks of his monthly
broadcast.

He also expressed his
anguish at the havoc that
natural  disasters had
wreaked during the rainy
season. “This monsoon
season, natural disasters
are testing the country,”
Mr. Modi said.

“At places, homes were
destroyed; at others, fields
were submerged; families
were ruined in large num-
bers. Elsewhere, bridges
were swept away by gush-
ing water; roads were
washed away; people’s
lives were enmeshed in
danger. These incidents
have saddened every In-
dian,” he said.

The Prime Minister ad-
ded that national and State
emergency forces had

toiled day and night to help
people. Modern technolo-
gy and resources, such as
thermal cameras, life de-
tectors, sniffer dogs and
drone surveillance, have
been deployed in rescue
and relief efforts, he said,
adding that security forces,
local populations, social
workers, doctors, and the
administration had made
every possible effort in this
hour of crisis.

J&K sports events
He highlighted two major
events in Jammu and Kash-
mir amid the devastating
natural calamity — the first
day-night cricket match in
Pulwama and a water
sports festival in Srinagar.
“Not many people not-
iced these. But you will be
happy to know about those
achievements. A record
number of people gath-

ered in a stadium in Pulwa-
ma... Pulwama’s first day-
night cricket match was
played here. Earlier this
was impossible, but now
my country is changing,”
he said. “The second event
that caught attention was
the country’s first ‘Khelo
India Water Sports Festiv-
al’, and that too held at Dal
Lake in Srinagar. Truly,
what a special place to host
a festival like this.” Speak-
ing to Mohsin Ali, who is
from Jammu and Kashmir
and won a gold medal, he
said the youth of the region
can bring glory to the
country as they have so
much potential.

Mr. Modi said love for
the Ramayana and Indian
culture was now reaching
every corner of the world,
noting that a 51-foot statue
of Lord Ram was unveiled
at Mississauga in Canada
earlier this month.

A unique exhibition was
held in Vladivostok, a very
cold region of Russia, this
month, in which paintings
made by Russian children
on different themes of the
Ramayana were show-
cased. “It is indeed hear-
tening to see the growing
awareness of Indian cul-
ture in different parts of
the world,” Mr. Modi said.
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques : di%YdH AUR T4 SGd IAREUMAIG (protectionism) &I SYH H ATAMIR YR &I Hed WP

PHIOT1 (150 Words)
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Data show seas rising faster around
Maldives, Lakshadweep than believed

Coral microatolls are disk-shaped colonies whose upward growth has become limited by the height of the lowest tide. As a result, the microatoll’s upper surface closely reflects
the lowest water levels in the area over time. These corals can survive for decades or even centuries, growing slowly in response to changing sea levels

q@1 fazawor

Neelanjana Rai

ising seas are a

consequence

warming, with many

implications for low-lying
coastal areas. Coral reefs, which are
highly sensitive to their environment, are
also particularly vulnerable to
fluctuations in sea level. When the sea
level rise ght may no longer
penetrate the water to reach a coral reef
that it could reach before, This can lead to
coral bleaching.

Changes in tide patterns and increasing
coastal erosion can further stress reef
ecosystems already bearing the brunt of
warmer waters and ocean acidification.

Significant gaps

Monitoring sea-level rise across ocean
basins has been an ongoing scientific
priority. In the Indian Ocean, long-term
efforts began during the Tropical Ocean
Global Atmosphere programme in the
Western Indian Ocean (1985-1994). These
efforts were later incorporated into the
Global Sea Level Observing System, which
continues to support research in the
region.

According to India’s Ministry of Earth
Sciences, the Indian Ocean’s levels have
been rising at around 3.3 mm/year on
average, which is higher than the global
average. The Oce Iso experiencing
above-average wart i
amplify changes in ocean dynamics and
atmospheric circulation that in turn affect
coral bleaching episodes.

‘This said, there are still significant gaps
in sea-level records, especially in the
central tropical Indian Ocean. A new
study has now extended sea-level records
in this region by 90 years, indicating
water levels here may have started
accelerating as early as the late 1950s,
significantly earlier than data collected by
conventional tide gauge records indicate,

Painstaking survey

In the study, a team led by Paul Kench,
professor at the National University of
Singapore, along with researchers from
Nanyang Technological University, turned
to coral microatolls, a natural structure
that they found could provide
high-resolution, long-term sea-level
records.

Coral microatolls are disk-shaped
colonies that grow sideways once their
upward growth has become constrained
by the height of the lowest tide. Because
of this limitation, the upper surface of a
microatoll closely reflects the lowest
water levels in the area over time. These
corals can survive for decades or even
centuries, growing slowly in response to
changing sea levels.

> — =
A Porites lutea microatoll off the istand of Réunion, 2009. PHLIPPE BOURION (CC B¥-SA;

The study was conducted on
Mahutigalaa, a reef platform located in
the Huvadhoo Atoll in the Maldives. The
team studied a Porites microatoll,
measuring and sampling its structure to
extract a sea-level history from 1930 to
2019.

The researchers painstakingly
surveyed the coral’s outer edge and
surface elevation. Then they cut a slab
from the outer edge to the centre of the
microatoll and X-rayed the slab to reveal
annual growth bands - much like tree
rings. These bands provided a precise
timeline of the coral’s growth, including
when it reached sea level and when it
died.The team also used uranium-thorium
dating to determine its historical elevation
relative to the sea level

Assumption challenged

The data the team reconstructed in this
way showed that sea levels had risen by
around 0.3 metres over the 90-year
period. The rate of rise increased
markedly over time: 1-1.84 mm/year in
19301959, 2.76-4.12 mm/year in
1960-1992, and 3.91-4.87 mm/year in
1990-2019.

Also, according to the team, sea-level
rise in the region began in the late 1950s,
decades earlier than previously believed.

This means the Maldives,
Lakshadweep, and the Chagos
archipelago have been experiencing
significant rise for at least 60 years, with a
total increase of 30-40 cm over the last
half-century.

This data challenges the common
assumption in climate change and
adaptation work that significant sea-level
rise only began around 1990.

1. AT UG (Coral Microatolls)
« TNYBAIN T Porites microatolls BT IUTANT food, Sl fe¥h & TR & UdTd § |

. VYA SR g Fad GATH SR Bl TS dP B g, ORI ITHT SR Tdg TS & Tad
frae WR &1 Ufaeiiie Rars <dl gl

The new findings aim to refine
projections of sea-level rise. For
island nations the timing and
magnitude of historic sea-level
changes are essential for
authorities to develop effective
adaptation strategies

Since 1959, sea level in these areas has
risen by about 3.2 mm/year, and over the
last 20 to 30 years at around 4 mm/year.

Historical context

The coral microatoll akso preserved
environmental signals related to regional
climate variability. Periods of slowed or
interrupted growth were found to
correspond with major El Nifio and
negative Indian Ocean Dipole (10D)
events - climatic phenomena known to
stress corals and lead to bleaching.

The data also revealed the influence of
the 18.6-year lunar nodal cycle, where
long-term oscillations in the moon's orbit
affect the sizes of tides and sea levels.

The researchers noted that a critical
factor in the success of its reconstruction
exercise was that the study site was
tectonically stable.

This stability ensures changes in the
microatolls’ elevation can be safely
attributed to fluctuations in sea level
rather than to vertical land movement.

According to Mr. Kench, while coral
microatolls are not a substitute for tide
gauges or satellite observations, they offer
a valuable complementary approach. In
remote or data-sparse regions, microatolls
«can provide historical context

improve understanding of regional
variability in sea-level behaviour.

Growing role
The study also highlighted notable
differences in sea-level rise patterns
across the Indian Ocean basin. While
coastal locations have shown more recent
acceleration, the central Ocean appeared
to have experienced an earlier, more
pronounced rise, This variation is thought
to be driven by regional oceanic and
atmospheric changes, including
intensified Southern Hemisphere
westerlies, increased ocean heat uptake,
and potential shifts in the Intertropical
Convergence Zone.

As research continues, coral
microatolls are expected to play a growing
role in helping scientists rebuild sea-level
histories across tropical waters, Their
potential o fill critical gap:
observational records is particularly
relevant for the central Indian Ocean,
“which remains one of the
least-monitored basins despite its
strategic and ecological importance,” Mr.
Kench said.

‘The new findings add to efforts aimed
at refining projections of sea-level rise and
improving preparedness in regions most
at risk. For island nations, where
communities and infrastructure are
concentrated just above sea level,

! ling the timing and
of historic sea-level changes is essential
for authorities to develop effective
adaptation strategies.

(Neelanjana Rai is a freelance journalist
who writes about indigenous communities,
the environment, science, and health.
neelanjanal89@gmail.com)
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Indian Ocean,
m sea-level monitoring
began in 1985-1994, According
to India’s Ministry of Earth
Sciences, the Indian Ocean

at a rate of

, which Is higher
than the global average. The
ocean s also e

above-avera

Researchers cut a slab from a
microatoll and X-rayed it to
reveal annual growth bands.
The data showed that sea
fevels had risen by around 0.3
metres over 90 years
According to the team,
sea-level rise here began in
the 1950s, decades earlier
than previously believed

v

The microatoll preserves
signals on climate variability.
Periods of slowed or
interrupted growth
comesponded with El Nifio
and negative Indian Ocean
Dipole events. Data also
revealed the influence of the
lunar nodal cycle. Researchers
noted that a critical factor
was the tectonic stability of
the site
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. U9Id &I aie gl afedl ok aH-iiam SfE & A1ead ¥ 1930-2019 HT STAeR Sidgr™
T foba |

2. Hgayul forsad
o 90 ANl ¥ YHE BT AR THIHT 0.3 Hiex 9¢|
. ISP R IAY P Y A g
e 1930-1959: 1-1.84 mm/ay
.« 1960-1992: 2.76-4.12 mm/d8
« 1990-2019: 3.91-4.87 mm/dy
. 391 Y B b 39 &7 o IHg TR o7 Al T 9T 1950 & SXH J & gafl, Sl Uga & STHH
Y F3 aXP UG g
3. &g 3R yafavufia yuma
. T TR IS W HRA A, g TRRAUAST 3R YfH &R0 R THRIAS gHE|
« Uard A El Nifio 3R FHRIH® Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) ﬁ@rmaﬂ@rmﬂ% 1} feam
. TEHIF 18.6-a41T THIT Fdd 7 AR 3R T TR TR YHTG STl |
4. dqIP 3R YuHIfa® Hga
. HET YR TR H ST &1 HH & d1as]g microatolls 7 Al 3fafel & STawR Rbie UaH
feul
. S0P SR adl & & o wdle UfaeRies SeT 3muar UeeH SR e uMHIfadl o for
Hgayul |
. &3 Saarg RadH, T8RRI gifeT iR af¥jd argHedd dgardl & 9He § Aag |

e

Tg 3T FATdl § b TS BT TR 3d I B! ga H doll I 9¢ 6T ], 3R 39 UlhaT o1 YI3MTd 1950 &
IIF I g3 | HIGdId, AefglT SR I S giuaqg Saarg uRacd iR 9% WR gfa & Ui Jag=id g
UdTd microatolls ST UTgpfae TRETY dxa! &l YfdetRie iR &l Sawar uRadd I9gH § Y8 ¢l
Y Hfaw & T TR 3ig & GargaH SR e JUFiaal 91 § Heg fiyerh, St giaf $ik ot wqeral
& foTu SiiavRef® A1fad g1 Al g |
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Ques: HITCId, Teeld 3R I gI09qs H I9% ¥R | ool § gig 8l et
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I HIC 3 BT 8 H g BN § 9 3R HRAR (J&K) BT IsThood ! FgT6T TR fGqd Sfard AT 81 T8

AT 356 370 3R 35A & FREA (2019), J&K HT Hg QMY Y= & 3R 3fagaR

2024 H faym=gyr

AT} & ST IS T 21 I8 eI YRd & U1 g, Iy fafor &) Jaunfes ufssarsett sik Fg-Isg ufda
e &b =P 3 He@yui 7|

The importance of India’s federal design

What is the status of the demand to restore statehood to Jammu and Kashmir? What are the processes enshrined in the Constitution of India for creating States?
How are States reorganised? Have Legislative Assembly elections been held in J&K?

EXPLAINER

C.B. P. Srivastava

The story so far:
he Supreme Court has recently
sought a detailed response
from the Centre on the issue of
restoration of statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir. Considering the
significance of the principle of the
separation of powers, the top court
rightly said that it did not possess all the
expertise and that there are some
decisions to be made by the government.
The court is hearing the plea in Zahoor
Ahmed Bhat versus UT of Jammu and
Kashmir. It has been argued that the
failure to restore statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir is affecting the rights of the
citizens there. Another argument in this
context is that it is also violating the
essential features of federalism and
thereby the basic structure of the
Constitution.

How are States created?

There are three processes enshrined in
the Constitution of India for creating
States — admission, establishment and
formation. For admission of a new State
into the territory of India, the entity
should have its own organised political
unit. It is also required that admission
through acquisition shall be guided by
international law. This was the process by
which Jammu and Kashmir was admitted
into India’s territory through the
Instrument of Accession in 1947. By
executing this Instrument under the
provisions of the Indian Independence
Act, 1947, the then ruler of Kashmir,
Maharaja Hari Singh agreed to accede his
State to India.

For establishing a new State, territory
shall be acquired as per the definition of
acquisition in international law. India
acquired Goa and Sikkim and established
them as States.

The process of forming a new State has
been, in fact, the reorganisation of an

g@1 fazawor

L7 ‘ SN
For the federation: Congress workers participate in a protest march demanding the restoration of
statehood to Jammu and Kashmir, in Jammu, on July 20. PT1

existing State which led India to take its
number of 14 States in 1956 to 29 States

federal features of India. Therefore, it is
mandatory for the Union to restore the

governance, the word ‘federation’ is not
used but rather ‘Union’ is written
expressly. The idea behind this unique
feature is to ensure India’s federal
character and unitary spirit. This design is
in tandem with the philosophy of the
Constitution. While the express use of the
word ‘Union’ makes the Centre strong
enough to protect the unity and integrity
of the nation, the federal character is
created to equitably distribute the
resources establishing India as a welfare
state. This is the reason that India’s
federal character has been included in the
Basic Structure of the Constitution.
Without a federal design, India’s union
would lose its existence. Hence, the Rajya
Sabha has been made a permanent House
in Article 83 (1) which writes that it shall
not be subject to dissolution. The States’
representation must always be there at
the Union level to maintain and sustain
India’s unitary federation. Thus, it is
imperative that the statehood of Jammu
and Kashmir be restored to protect the
sanctity of federation.

What next?

To recall, on December 11, 2023, the
Supreme Court upheld the abrogation of
Articles 370 and 35 A, and also directed
the Union Government to restore the
statehood of Jammu and Kashmir and
hold Legislative Assembly elections.
Elections for the 90-member Assembly
were held in October 2024, but there has
not been any hint so far from the
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The Supreme Court has
recently sought a detailed
response from the Centre on
the issue of restoration of
statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir.

w

There are three processes
enshrined in the Constitution
of India for creating States —
admission, establishment and
formation.

Despite being a two-tier system
of governance, the word
‘federation’ is not used but
rather ‘Union’ is written
expressly. The idea behind this
unique feature is to ensure
India’s federal character and
unitary spirit.

before the enactment of the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019. Article
3 of the Constitution provides for this
process of reorganisation wherein
Parliament may by law — form a new State
by separation of territory from any State
or by uniting two or more States or parts
of States or by uniting any territory to a
part of any State; increase the area of any
State; diminish the area of any State; alter
the boundaries of any State; or alter the
name of any State. However, while the
Union may diminish the area of a State, it
cannot take it away by making it a Union
Territory. This would be a step against the

1. Irea) & frafor & e ey

e Admission (Ela?[): By U &1 YR # faeg (3l \_rl'ﬂl-ao_QT-ﬂ? BT 1947 H Instrument of
Accession & HTSIH I ‘J-I'R_dfftlé‘-zr)l

« Establishment (RITGH): SIcRISIY BT & STAR YHIT BT AU (SaTeR0I: M, Rifdpa) |

« Formation/Reorganisation (Q’lTTB_f[/ﬁTIfUD Glﬂ@?{ 3 o dgd foedll g &1 faursH, faem, It
gRad= a1 =9 aRadH |

statehood of Jammu and Kashmir. It may
wait for sometime depending upon the
situation at the ground level.

What about India’s federal design?
India has been made a Union of States
which means that it is indivisible and that
States have no right to secede. This
provision in Article 1 may be interpreted
in the sense that the word ‘India’ reflects
a unitary federation while the word
‘Bharat’ is a cultural connotation which
signifies that India has a composite
culture and that there is unity in diversity.
Despite being a two-tier system of

VISHV YA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

Government to restore the statehood as
asked by the Court.

Critics may point out that restoration of
statehood would definitely empower the
elected government in Jammu and
Kashmir and that the powers of the
Lieutenant Governor would be curtailed
affecting the present position of the Union
over the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. If this is to be agreed, it would
be inconsistent with the constitutional
design of India and would definitely erode
its federal features.

C. B. P. Srivastava is President, Centre
for Applied Research in Governance, Delhi.
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o U B DG ARG USR H daa- bad bg Dl HYBR a1, I8 Juid RGidl o1 Sccia= g
2. HRA BT Y1 &Y

. $WWW (Union of States) g (31J&5g 1) — SIfAHTST 3R o4l B 3T 8 BT HABR

|

. JfauE T I Weg BT YA WP §; e’ g1 fardT|

o TR A YUITe! Aoigd % SR TH1T 59 g1 gHiEd @l g

o YT B R U (3rTwde 83) ISl BT Wi gHTd Sl ¢, Sear 9T G« g |

. Tetgar gfaem ﬁrﬁﬂ'ﬁ:ﬂ (Basic Structure) W%W%I
3. SW-HIUR Bt Isdhood BT TET

. A PIE A 3w 370 3R 35A & FREA B TET e[, Afh IsThood R T FATal
I IgTaH BT e faar|

. 3R 2024 ¥ gA1G g, Wi Isdhood S8 g 85|
. facis @ geig Rigidl, TR ISR 3R RP=<ied I IR Fard 354 g

« UThood FETA 811 T Ied WHR &I 3SR 3R . Ta-R o1 Afdaal & HHt grft, s dfaem
&1 JHar & 3T g |

4. A IR HAUT® A5
. IT¥hood TETE F TATEAT BT JAM faaRur, ufafAfia 3R <ama=iTa TRH gHfd gl |
. U8 HRA & gAed-Bed Ida P! Holgd HRdl § 3R Je faRwdrsfi & -1 1adi g

e

SH-HIHAR DI Asdhood B FgTall dad JeHIde el gl dfcth URA & TG WU Dl W& B Bl

GauTd aIfid g1 fwe 3 SR ufafAfia, W, aul fadbsiaRur & Rigial &1 ures &b g a8 JHid

gw%ﬁm‘dﬂwm—cﬂat«hﬁaﬁqﬁwaﬁr@,aﬁ?J&KﬁW%&ﬁwaﬁT&me
|
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Ques: YRd T AT o AT 3R A oI HaUTHD Ulcbarstt W =l B | I Ulhart Hiaem o1 Jear o
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ndian civilisation has long believed that

trial precedes triumph. Like the churning

of the ocean, Samudra Manthan, where

turbulence yielded nectar, our economic
churns have always produced renewal. From the
crisis of 1991 came liberalisation and from the
COVID-19 pandemic came a digital surge. And,
today, from the cacophony of doubters calling
India a “dead economy” emerges the fact-rich
story of resilience: faster growth, stronger
buffers, and broader opportunity.

The economic data-energy security link
Consider the latest GDP numbers. Real GDP grew
7.8% in QL FY 2025-26, a five-quarter high.
Crucially, this growth is broad-based: Gross Value
Added is up 7.6%, with manufacturing 7.7%,
construction 7.6%, and services approximately
9.3%. Nominal GDP expanded 8.8%. This is not
an arbitrary spike — it reflects rising
consumption, robust investment, and the payoff
from steady public capex and logistics reforms
that reduce costs across the economy.

India is now the world’s fourth-largest
economy, and the fastest-growing major one,
outpacing even the first and second largest, the
United States and China. On present trajectories,
India is poised to overtake Germany and become
the third-largest economy in market exchange
terms before the decade ends. India’s momentum
matters globally; independent estimates show
that India already contributes over 15% of
incremental world growth. The Prime Minister
has set a clear ambition — raising India’s share
toward 20% as reform deepens and new capacity
comes online.

Markets and rating agencies have recognised
this discipline. S&P Global delivered India’s first
sovereign rating upgrade in 18 years, citing robust
growth, monetary credibility and fiscal
consolidation. That upgrade lowers borrowing
costs and widens the investor base. It also
punctures the “dead economy” narrative:
independent assessors of risk have voted with
their ratings.

Equally important is who benefits. Between
2013-14 and 2022-23, 24.82 crore Indians moved
out of multidimensional poverty. That shift rides
on basic-services delivery at scale — bank
accounts, clean cooking fuel, health cover, tap
water — and on direct transfers that empower the
poor to make choices. This scale of growth amid
the world’s most vibrant democracy and with
remarkable demographic challenges is
distinctive. India’s model values
consensus-building, competitive federalism, and
last-mile delivery through digital rails. It is slower
to announce, faster to implement, and built to
last. When critics compare us to authoritarian
sprints, they miss the point: India is building a
marathoner’s economy.

As India’s Petroleum Minister, this writer can
attest to how India’s energy security supports this
rapid growth. India, today, stands as the third
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India’s economic churn, the nectar of growth

Hardeep S. Puri

is Union Minister for
Petroleum and
Natural Gas,
Government of India

India’s fact-rich
story of
resilience,
growth and
energy security
will silence the
‘global
doubters’ who
call it a

‘dead economy’

Indian Economy
YIRd = GHRN Jwel o e & e | gqd faar g1~
39 W ¥ ¥@d g, 1991 & T1¢ 3R COVID-19 & T1g YRd B M WSl (Economic
Resilience) T fa=ayor ST (150 words)

largest energy consumer, fourth largest refiner,
and fourth largest liquefied natural gas importer
in the world. India operates over 5.2 million
barrels per day of refining capacity, with a clear
road map to expand beyond 400 million tonnes
per annum by the end of the decade.

India’s energy demand, which is projected to
double by 2047, will account for nearly a quarter
of incremental global demand, making India’s
success central to global energy stability. The
government’s approach has been to combine
security with reform. Exploration acreage has
expanded from 8% of sedimentary basins in 2021
to over 16% in 2025, with a target of covering one
million square kilometres by 2030. The drastic
reduction of so-called ‘No-Go’ areas by 99% has
unlocked vast potential, while the Open Acreage
Licensing Policy (OALP) ensures transparent and
competitive bidding. New gas pricing reforms
linking prices to the Indian crude basket and
offering 20% premiums for deepwater and new
wells have spurred investment.

A story of energy transition

India’s energy story is not only about
hydrocarbons; it is also about transition. Ethanol
blending has surged from 1.5% in 2014 to 20%
today, saving over ¥1.25 lakh crore in foreign
exchange and paying more than %1 lakh crore
directly to farmers. Over 300 compressed biogas
plants are being rolled out under Sustainable
Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation,
with a 5% blending mandate targeted by 2028. Oil
public sector units (PSU) are leading the charge in
green hydrogen.

Much heat has been generated in some
quarters about India’s purchase of Russian crude.
Let us separate fact from noise. Russian oil has
never been sanctioned like Iranian or Venezuelan
crude; it is under a G-7/European Union price cap
system deliberately designed to keep oil flowing
while capping revenues. There have been 18
rounds of such packages, and India has complied
with each one. Every transaction has used legal
shipping and insurance, compliant traders and
audited channels. India has not broken rules.
India has stabilised markets and kept global
prices from spiralling.

Some critics allege that India has become a
“laundromat” for Russian oil. Nothing could be
further from the truth. India has been the
fourth-largest exporter of petroleum products for
decades — long before the Ukraine conflict — and
its refiners process a basket of crudes from across
the globe. Exports keep supply chains
functioning. Indeed, Europe itself turned to
Indian fuels after banning Russian crude. The
volume of exports and refining margins — Gross
Refining Margins or GRMs — remains broadly the
same. There is no question of profiteering.

Equally important, India acted decisively to
shield its citizens when global prices spiked after
the Ukraine conflict. Oil PSUs absorbed losses of
up to T10 per litre on diesel; the government cut
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central and State taxes and export rules
mandated that refiners selling petrol and diesel
abroad must sell at least 50% of petrol and 30% of
diesel in the domestic market.

These measures, at considerable fiscal cost,
ensured that not a single retail outlet ran dry and
that Indian households saw stable prices. The
larger truth is this — there is no substitute for the
world’s second-largest producer supplying nearly
10% of global oil. Those who are pointing fingers
ignore this fact. India’s adherence to all
international norms prevented a catastrophic
$200-per-barrel shock, aligning with its
civilisational values of Vasudheiva Kutumbakam.

It is the same, ‘Made in India’ for the world
vision that shapes the new industrial revolution
taking shape in India. This spans semiconductors,
electronics, renewables, defence and speciality
chemicals powered by production linked
incentives and the Pradhan Mantri Gati Shakti
logistics backbone. The momentum in
semiconductors is now reaching a new scale — a
testament to policy seriousness and execution.
The Cabinet recently approved four additional
semiconductor manufacturing projects under the
India Semiconductor Mission. The Prime
Minister’s visit to a semiconductor facility in
Japan, on August 30, 2025, and renewed Japanese
investment commitments, underline a shared
road map for resilient, trusted tech supply chains.

The digital economy multiplies these gains.
India leads the world in real-time payments; the
Unified Payments Interface’s ubiquity raises
productivity for small businesses, and India’s
startup ecosystem is translating innovation into
exports of services and solutions. When digital
rails meet hard infrastructure, the effect is
compounding — lower friction, higher
formalisation, and a virtuous circle of investment
and consumption.

India’s scoreboard has the answers

The arc ahead is promising. Independent
projections (EY) suggest that by 2038, India could
emerge as the world’s second-largest economy in
purchasing power parity (PPP) terms, with a GDP
above $34 trillion. This trajectory rests on steady
reforms, human capital and abundant, clean,
reliable energy for every enterprise and
household.

The test of a great civilisation lies in its crucible
moments. When doubted in the past, India
responded with Green Revolutions, IT
Revolutions, and the quiet dignity of millions
lifting themselves through education and
enterprise. Today’s moment is no different. India
will keep its gaze steady, its reforms relentless,
and its growth rapid, democratic, and inclusive —
so that the benefits reach the most underserved.
To the naysayers, the scoreboard is the answer.
Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership, Viksit Bharat is not an aspiration. It is
a deliverable — and the numbers are simply the
latest chapter in that larger story.
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q@1 fazawor
1. gdA nfde v
. GDPgf&: FY 2025-26 Bt Q1 & aRdfd® GDP 7.8%, U famfeat &1 S=aaH|
. &FaR g fafHToT 7.79%, FHT0T 7.6%, Tamd ATHT 9.3% |

. AHAE GDP: 8.8% Jfg, Fadl @Ud, ax 3R Waud Yol o9d 9 dfviied JURI BT
giRomg |

. URA Ay T 15% T 31t sifafkaa 3y gfe & e HR @R
2. Sl YR IR SaETTAT

. HRA AT &1 IRRT Ja F3T SHoll JuHIET, YT T F87 RBIZR 3R AT I §3T LNG
HdD |

« O Re1gE emar Y <2 3id d@ 400 fAifera e ufd oo & 3ifde |
o« SOl YHAL ST YT 1.5% — 20%, 300+ HHIS TR 47, W RS Ueae |
. Y A Tabel & SR IR PIAdI BT FRR [T
3. wHTaRf faer ok wmHTfere gvTa
o 2013-14 ¥ 2022-23 T® 24.82 RIS AN SgHATH! TRIel! F 16X (el |
. foera gafda: uae gxaiarur, faxiia THGaRE, Wed, Sl ugd SR fefored dart|
. HRd &1 Arsa: Yedfd At ufawgdf efiaar, sifow fia faavu, ok erfoes wrdt gur|
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4. Senfie o fforea uftad=

. N & Yfidsaer, Sadei-ay, TalBRUNT SHoll, &, AR WA (PLI 3R Gati Shakti &
g ) |

. fSfea srfaramm: upl ST aRdfd®s THT YITAH, TIEHW gRT Jarsfl iR JHTUM &I
frafal

. TTS IWReaR AR ffTed Yo &1 Jaiom 1w 8iR Wud # gis &1 IeRIAS 9% §1d1 ¢ |
5. fY® W= 3R Ufasy
« S&P Global 3 HRd &7 sovereign rating 3(0¥S fora, R IYR AT HH 3R FAxF 3MUR

fa%qd gar|
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