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C.P.Radhakrishnan elected Vice-President

The NDA nominee got 452 first preferential votes
against Opposition candidate who got 300 votes

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

aharashtra Gover-
M nor C.P. Radhak-
rishnan was elect-

ed the 17th Vice-President
of India on Tuesday by a
margin of 152 votes. The
Opposition fell short of its
own expected tally, even as
98.2% of the total electo-
rate, comprising members
of both Houses of Parlia-
ment, cast their ballot.

Mr. Radhakrishnan -
the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance’s nominee —
got 452 first preferential
votes against the joint Op-
position candidate Justice
B. Sudershan Reddy, who
got 300 votes. Fifteen
votes were found to be in-
valid and 14 MPs abstained.

Including the strength
of both Houses, the full
electoral college comprises
788 electors. With six va-

cancies in the Rajya Sabha
and one in the Lok Sabha,
this tally was reduced to
781 for the election.

Out of this, 767 electors
cast their vote before the
polling closed at 5 p.m. Ra-
jva Sabha Secretary-Gener-
al P.C. Mody, the Returning
Officer for the election, an-
nounced the results.

Cross-voting

Though the Opposition de-
clared the final count a
“moral victory”, it still fell
short of its own estimated
strength of 324, despite
having managed to get
nearly all of its members to
vote. On the other hand,
the NDA and others
aligned with the govern-
ment, which had an pres-
sumed strength of 439,
seem to have managed an
additional 13 votes, indicat-
ing cross-voting from the
Opposition’s ranks.

While 14 MPs abstained, 15 votes were found to be
invalid; full electoral college comprises 788 electors

Comfortable victory

Radhakrishnan won by a margin of 152 votes, as 98.2% of the total
electorate, comprising both Houses of Parliament, cast their ballot

3
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Full electoral college
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Present strength of electoral college
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Number of ballots cast

15 (Invalid)
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First preferential votes secured
452 (C.P. Radhakrishnan) [ GeleGeutll
@ Reddy) b

543(LS)

542 (LS)

C.P.Radhakrishnan

“Congratulations to Thi-
ru CP Radhakrishnan Ji on
winning the 2025 Vice Pre-
sidential election. His life
has always been devoted to
serving society and empo-
wering the poor and mar-
ginalised. I am confident
that he will be an outstand-
ing VP, who will strengthen
our Constitutional values

and enhance Parliamen-
tary discourse,” Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi post-
edonX.

Other senior Ministers
and BJP leaders also con-
gratulated Mr.
Radhakrishnan.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge extended
his wishes to Mr. Radhak-

rishnan, while also thank-
ing Justice Reddy for put-
ting up a “spirited and
principled fight” on behalf
of the Opposition. Calling it
an ideological battle, he
said, “We hope the new
Vice President-elect will
uphold the highest ethos of
Parliamentary traditions,
ensuring equal space and
dignity for the Opposition,
and not succumb to pres-
sures of the ruling
dispensation.”

In a concession state-
ment, Justice Reddy said
that he humbly accepted
the outcome. “Our democ-
racy is strengthened not by
victory alone, but by the
spirit of dialogue, dissent
and participation. I remain
committed, as a citizen, to
upholding the ideals of
equality, fraternity, and li-
berty that bind us together.
May our Constitution con-
tinue to be the guiding light

of our national life,” he
said.

In his first public re-
marks after the win, Mr.
Radhakrishnan said, “The
other side camp (opposi-
tion alliance) said that this
(election) is an ideological
fight, but from the voting
pattern, we understand
that the nationalistic ideol-
ogy has emerged victo-
rious.” He said, “It is a vic-
tory for every Indian; we
all have to work together. If
we have to develop Viksit
Bharat by 2047, which
means we should not do
politics in everything, now
we will have to concentrate
on development.”

BJP leaders were quick
to claim that at least 15 Op-
position MPs had voted in
favour of Mr. Radhakrish-
nan. BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal
claimed that “nearly 40
Opposition MPs” had lis-
tened to the voice of their

Voting pattern shows that the nationalistic ideology
has emerged victorious, says Radhakrishnan

conscience and voted in
“some manner” in support
of the NDA candidate,
showing a wider accep-
tance for him. His asser-
tion of support from 40
Opposition MPs appeared
to include several invalid
votes.

Countering this claim,
Congress communications
chief Jairam Ramesh insist-
ed that the Opposition
stood united. “Its perfor-
mance has undeniably
been most respectable. Its
joint candidate Justice
(retd) B. Sudershan Reddy
secured 40% of the vote. In
2022, the Opposition had
received 26% of the vote in
the Vice Presidential Elec-
tions. The BJP’s arithmeti-
cal victory is really both a
moral and political de-
feat.,” he said on X.
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Hc AN dgH

1. gATd RO (2025):
o TS ITigaR W AUTHUM D452 TYH axiddr die [ |
o foug & Ificar =Agfd (@arga) o Ya=H Xg! I 300 de |
o 15 3y AT 3R 14 rIUlRYdES fHu MU|
o Siid BT 3fcR: 152 dic|
2. SUAGERA BIAS:
o 39" 788 Fafa® @¥g & T we) Wia U
o 7 Rfaqal & Ty, gyt it 7811
o HAGH: 767 FNIGI (98.2%) H 3{UAT Al ST
3. HIY-gIfed 3R ISP yuTa:

o TASIT A U AT dichd ¥ 3% ~ 13 dic IRy fohT, St faue & shig-dlfcT BT Yobd ol
gl
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o fquer & UexM (40% dic) B 26 & AT FAG & 2022% HI a1 H "Afdd St 7= |

4. 99d U4 yfdafeame:
o UTEH W 7 39 S @I "HauT-e Hedi iR fIHRid YRd 2047 $F Aolgd B SI o= § Th

HeH & ¥g H IR D |
o fauelt Aarsit 7 IOy Wi & §T WA 3R 3ggHfd P g 37 & IR | Ridrst &
IR fobar|

wfae ggyfa

. YRA & IWIPUF (35S 63-71, R TfIuT):
o IFUl & §1E G e §g1 HauTe ug|

o TS GHT P U FHIUT (3TE 64) |
o THFI Tel & el U e te Hafas Hed gRI siUde SUA TSI (31IG 66) |

o PGS 5 TY; fhR J AT off Il |
. g9 fafer:
o W HdeM & HIH § Thd gxdiaruiid dic (@ycdl) & Areqd ¥ sruiiae ufafAfda & arem
T Snford farar ST ]
o IFUfd ATl F fausla, s I faenfet #t wrfier 76t B

. BTA P IUTHE:
o SHIEI YRS (2022-2025), TH. JH4T ATTG (2017-2022) |

ey ok A= & forg fameiwor

1.Iﬂ'|%|'l?\‘[ﬁ§2ﬁ:

. 3TEE 63-71 (HRA & IWIPUI), TG 64 RISTGHT L), 3G 66 (1) |
. YT TUTTe: 31E, T, SUTiae Ui, T HaH|

. IFUR & G F SR R TAUIHTE A g9 § FdaH 781 R &) |

.  TAHM YGIIGRY: Tt ALUTHUME (174 IUTeAs, 2025) |

2. g@ fa=auur (SHed-11: Tei 3R =ma):

. U AP Bl Hogd HIAT:
o JURTFURT IFGHT & FHTURT & U & Agayul YfAid FyTd §, off R SR fdua & &4
IR 3R Tger JAfEd ad B

o dAING GHIEAl IWIFURT A DI Had UbATHS deep JoiTdd FU 4 Ycidbrets Hf
fearar 1
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. HIY-AIET R ISP b
o PIG-TIET 2022 Pt AT H I dic IR & J1a9lG [dUe Thdl DI HHSIR B BT Jaid el g
o TTEf @t e Tfaxfiadr iR SidRTe & AdSH &I a7
"fIHRIa URd 2047 HYT H YT
o TASIT A uRuTH ®1 APardl fIaRYRT 3R fIbra-uyd eI & gad & U & R faan
o IWIPUd TRBHR & WS & 3=y faurh gaf & PUR & = d
. ﬁqam?rﬁwm:
o Idifes gdI U ¥ R T &, fauel 3o eI JhEb § WIfd & =4 § 40% fReR! &1
3FTA T B
o SEHAA DI oM P ded e RIS, THM RIF 3R 3RgAT P -1 3@ & IR | fofdr
I HRAT 2|
. WPpdie R HauT-e® Ag@:
o YRAH U AN & BB B Holgd Bl g
o Urel areA & HiaR t T IR & AdeH & Hed IR SR <dT g

e

YRA & IWIFUT & U § Nt AYHOE ST g1a U Haftid Gau-d ge1 4 dal 3HU® §; I8 HRA™
Apad F HiR TaReg 3R fJueh dredl & S I 6! ITNG TS8 &1 Ul 3 | S TISIY 59 30
fapTaT® SR AFATE Tols 1 ofid & U H ¢&dl 5, [Juar Igeare, sidiy 8k Y9erd Ige & Ao W
SR SAT g

UY: HRA & APUT 3R IWIPUTT & TG & s g Fafered siavl R faar $ifre:

1. APUfd & G H I3 fayrTHSdl & YR HRT dd g, Seio JURIYUT & g1 H d HIAT 81 oid 5

2. A1 TG Ueh & ehHUNG H & HIead & Ui Ui gRT Smaifsrd fbu ofa &1

3. SIRIFURA BT FAG [ HAGH GRT b1 A &, STafoh AP BT FAId Gol HAUH GRT o1 ST 3

Swied BU= & F HI-T1/ 981 2/87

(a) AT 1 3R 2 (b) et 2 3R 3 c)mwﬁw (d)1,23R3 IA: (P)

uY: 2047%%%%%%%%@@@%@%@'%%% 5|
HaH H, gHTd! I3 UaeH AT B H IWIYUfd &1 4] & Hed B offd B | (250 Weq)
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YRA & 6! dhal H Afgarsil Bt YRET TH da! gl a1 g5 ¢! 2012 & a1 A & a1g o Surl &

STavG, faeel T UM EvTs g, ST b Afge gRam W I

aTffer RUIE 3R GEbiep (TTUSRAME) 2025 GRI

SR fobar mar B, form Igta ety o e aR we’t § w1 ¥1 98 dffe WRem & ufa g g,
iR 3R AT S0 &1 gHTaRiedT & SR H Ag@yul vard 3a1dT & |

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Thirteen years after the
2012 bus gang rape and
murder shocked the na-
tion, women in Delhi conti-
nue to face glaring safety
gaps in everyday public
life.

From poorly lit streets
and unsafe transport to the
lack of secure public spac-
es and limited emergency
services, the concerns re-
main stark, according to
the National Annual Re-
port & Index on Women’s
Safety (NARI) 2025.

The survey, launched by
the National Commission
for Women (NCW) Ilast
month, covered 12,770 wo-
men across 31 cities.

Delhi ranked 28th on
the women’s safety index,
placing it among the worst-
performing cities, ahead
only of Kolkata, Srinagar,

Over 30% of women in Delhi said women-friendly infrastructure was
either minimal or non-existent. FILE PHOTO

and Ranchi.

According to the report,
31% of women in Delhi said
women-friendly infrastruc-
ture was either “minimal”
or “non-existent”.

‘Serious concern’

Nationally, the figure stood
at 23%. “This ranking is a
serious cause for concern,
particularly because Delhi,

as the national capital,
should ideally set the
benchmark for women’s
safety across Bharat,” the
report said.

In Delhi, 41% of women
said deserted spaces made
them feel unsafe, while un-
lit areas, high crime rates,
and public behaviour were
also cited as reasons for
fear.

The contrast between
daytime and nighttime sa-
fety was sharp: while 8%
felt unsafe during the day,
the number jumped to 35%
after dark.

The report noted that
there is a “concerning dis-
parity” between Delhi and
the national average re-
garding experiences of ha-
rassment in public spaces.

The national capital re-
corded a higher incidence
of harassment in public
spaces compared with the
national average. While 7%
of women across the coun-
try reported experiencing
harassment, in Delhi, the
figure was 12%.

Repeated harassment

Alarmingly, 61% of Delhi
women who reported ha-
rassment said they had
faced it more than twice,
pointing to systemic lapses
in deterring repeat offen-

Poor NARI ranking exposes women safety gaps in Delhi

ders. Neighbourhood
areas were most frequently
cited as sites of harassment
(34%), indicating that prox-
imity to home does not
guarantee safety. This was
followed by transport facil-
ities (32%).

When asked for solu-
tions, 51% of women de-
manded more policing,
while 17% specifically
called for timely and prop-
er police action, under-
scoring frustration with
law enforcement.

Cities that ranked high-
er than the national aver-
age included Kohima, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Aizawl,
Bhubaneswar, Gangtok,
Itanagar, and Mumbai. Fa-
ridabad ranked 27th, just
above Delhi. The NARI re-
port, ideated and funded
by Pvalue Analytics, was
released on August 28 and
marks the first such nation-
al safety index.

Hic A dgH

1. AT 2025 AA&I0T RIS AfgaT 3R Yo fazerwor Smat):

o HAT HR: 31 W& H 12,770 Higad|

o facell 269 RIM W g, Sl Had HIAHIdl, MTFR SR I T W B

2. fewelt R wdevr & fp:
o 31% AfTANE: Aigsh & SIHd G S "IaH a1 IR-Age" 3§ RIS STd: 23%) |
e RIM TR SAUTS: 12% (@M AP ST 7%) |

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0O, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS ;mm | (.]

IIIIIIII ICES

TR-IR IS 61% Tifsdl = &l IR T 31 BT Are-1 foa|

SRRIEIT &7 TSN & & (34%), URag AUy (32%) |

fE1-31d BT 3R f&T &b SR 8% SRR, 3ieR F a1 35% |

T T FHIYM: 51 Ufa=d = 4% giafin &t q4i &t 17 ufawd 3 999 R 3R 3fa giem
HRATS BT AT B

3. 2 ga=[ A are R HifeHr, fOaromH, SEelid, Ya-4R, eI, 3eHTR 3R 4|

wfae ggyfa

o ffar g (2012): <mEfd Sew gAt 9l @ R, STRife S 8§ I=ied (2013), Afganst
&I JRean & fog el s &1 famor foaar |
. URIf® S 3R g
MR T (FRe) AFTH, 201389 Ialte ) uRum o1 R fbar, sl ol
& &1 1T B aTelt Afganadt & forg Higar ud are fawr Harerd & dgd o Wiy der
URNRTe! Farferd gRam & for fvan the & dgd QRiad Wex uRdeHT (THesgEie! + THLEY) |
Tfgd gedars (181),faeet gferd fewyd Uy, Al ¥ Jerell s3/faRy ol |
. Taurfae guda:
o STEE 14 (FHFA), TG 15 (Pl UG o)), 3J®q 21 (FHM & Y St i Bl
3ITPR) |
« SDG-5 (s A Frdwi-e 3R el &7t & Afgarsit & faare G &1 W B &1 3™ Bl
gl

et ok 7= & forg fametwor

1. Wifery uige:

. ARY 2025 PRI AT ST gRT Al o -, o1 foaR ddeg TTfafea gR fasan a3
. foed B IS 31 AR A 28 d
. far tregrT fad aifta Riga weR &1 ugd|

2. g7 fawawor (Sheg-1, sieg-1, Shed-1v):

. TR THITAT ST
o WRIE AT 1A TSP, SRRFET Tdwi-es URde R AR gt &t S Sifed &I g1
LRI
o foch o1 gFardl g Sifedr 3R Hels oY B e’ ¥ it i 1

o O o O

(@) o (@) o
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. QFIRAT 3R &1 wadq & qe;:
o I AT IS (61%) FHOIR IR 3R uafe gfery sracdf HRars & g2iar gl
o AT BT Ay Afgenslt & uRafa gidr g off 7 had $Hfid gied afch dgaR e SRars &t
AT HR W 3|
. IS -HRPIdD ATATH:
o TSN H It FUgEmets ARGl 3R T8® IdIa & JHTIHRUT &1 YITd <dl § |
o TR&T Pad g ¢ & R T el 8, st a8k uRad 3R TRIR® SiRedhdr & ar & +f
gl
. Hifa 3R =aE faRturHT:
o TEY P M & aTell AP AU T & FTavg, fece Sie, Fared- it e 9 9 31
o g HIfavTa e 3R TH TR & Hraiagd & ol 99 B 3R HRar gl
. THSION-5 3R APy fifa & fag Ffgard:
o Hfgarel & e JY i, Rien, srfad & Wi’ F I 85 8 ST URd &
SRS I AU & forg Heayuf ]|
o TTAR JR&T RTA AT THMT SR THIGRT IedHur &1 G2 & YRA & W B FHIR
CIGI

e

TR} 2025 AR YR& Gadbics H fEclt BT WRIE UG BT GURY, Hifaid ggal siR Sl gdied & g B
W@E HI WWifhd Bl & A & 1o aue T ife Iuy a1, IoUH WeR g e, g ek
oI ¥ B guelia fawaarstt &1 ufafsfad @R 61 81 URd & fow Jaw Wy 7 9= dfie JRen
T R & foT8 U Ig-3MTal EDHI0 DI ATTRIHT BT § - SgaR XeX! (Ao, IR QiR o1t
THI&T R 75 ITHIID URacH | 7 SRTel B gR [T foHT, THSTSH-5 SR I et Aifd & ded griam,
JHTAR &R BT EDHIV 3HLRT @

TY: FafeRad o I & 9 ugd YRd § Afgarsh of qRam ¥ gUR A Il 57

1. ws

2.9 %Y Y

3. IRF&A AR URAISHT 4. 9 Sl 9 ugran

e IR BT I DI

(@) PAA1,23R3 (b)PAA234R4  (QPFAA13R4  (d)1,2,33R4 TR :a)
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T: Tl D b G &l ° Afgarsil ot JRafm It e, €|u14||< raoHd sitad | It HITERT &
Y THIFAT Bl & | 37 Al b1 THIYH HRA & SRS AU H 68 GG & bl 82 (150 Req)

UY: ATl Bl JRET 7 Had DHIA-TaRIT I JE-T W%ﬁﬁ@mm‘d@ﬁm A BT
lﬁw%lw&m&nézozsﬁqﬁ$ﬁwﬁ$&mﬁgqammmwﬁl(1503&{)

s ﬂﬁﬁ%&ﬂﬁwmaﬁaﬁﬁz&nqéﬁaww i , Sfcsh QrTToIe AfdddT &1 u_ier ot §1 39
Teuf & afgenst & fow ve QRfEa ardreRor gAdd &A1 & AmRet, Wsﬁ?wﬁﬁ@mwaﬁ
D1 (150 TN<T)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0O, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



G G
MIYA

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS ’ ‘(. i’ﬁanrurE]

Page:04:GS 2:

International Relations/ Prelims

YR & FMdvead TSRl 3R H WagTRie TReR U § YFER 3R 9Rrd Hifsa iR ufase & faars
Ry UG & S1¢ IS 691 ¢! I 6! ¢ 1 39 SUA-TUd & HRUT GYFHAT Ul AT 3fich 7 SKIHI ¢ fadr
8 3R BFH-HaRIT TTA B P fo1¢ AUTett I BT a4 BT g1 gyt R At A G &) feat ggan g
el R fear iR AUt & AN ¥ Mifd §918 371 @ i &1 YRd & foe, g8 faem fadw ifa, us

Taet 3R &g fRRdT & d8d Hgayul g1

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

he unfolding vio-
Tlence in Nepal is
“heart-wrench-

ing”, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on Tues-
day appealing directly to
Nepal citizens and urging
them to restore normalcy
in their country, which
has been rocked by prot-
ests over the past three
days leading to the resig-
nation by Prime Minister
K.P. Sharma Oli.

“The violence that has
happened in Nepal is
heart-wrenching. My
heart is extremely dis-
turbed by the fact that ma-
ny young people have lost
their lives. Nepal’s stabili-
ty, peace and prosperity
are of utmost importance.
I humbly appeal to all my
brothers and sisters in Ne-
pal to maintain peace and
order,” said Mr. Modi as
Nepal Army announced
that it will take over the
responsibility of law and
order from 10 p.m. of
Tuesday. Mr. Modi was on

On fire: People look at a burnt police vehicle during protests against the social media ban and
corruption in Kathmandu on Tuesday. AP

a tour of Himachal Pra-
desh for flood assessment
during the day and
chaired a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity Affairs upon return-
ing to Delhi where a “de-
tailed discussion” was
held on Nepal. Mr. Modi
posted his message on so-
cial media platforms in
Nepali.

Earlier, the Ministry of
External Affairs said that

India is “closely monitor-
ing” the unfolding situa-
tion in Nepal as Prime Mi-
nister Oli resigned a day
after Nepal police shot
dead at least 19 young peo-
ple who were protesting
against his government
during what is being de-
scribed as “Gen-Z” upris-
ing. Officials here main-
tained that India’s
cautious approach is go-
verned by the understand-

ing that given the heated
political situation in Ne-
pal, New Delhi should not
be seen as supportive of
any side in this uprising.
“We are closely moni-
toring the developments
in Nepal since yesterday
and are deeply saddened
by the loss of many young
lives. Our thoughts and
prayers are with families
of deceased. We also wish
speedy recovery for those

Violence in Nepal heart-wrenching,
Modi says in appeal for normalcy

The MEA says that India is ‘closely monitoring’ the unfolding situation in Nepal; officials maintain that India’s cautious
approach is governed by the understanding that given the political situation, New Delhi should adopt a neutral stance

who were injured,” said
the MEA. Officials here
said the ground situation
might become a bit clear
in a couple of days when
many of the stakeholders
in the protest would come
out with their plans. “As a
close friend and neigh-
bour, we hope that all con-
cerned exercise restraint
and address any issues
through peaceful means
and dialogue,” the MEA
said.

The MEA \advised In-
dians to defer travel to Ne-
pal in view of the situa-
tion. They are advised to
follow safety advisories
from Nepal authorities
and the Embassy of India,
Kathmandu, on the follow-
ing helpline numbers:
+977-980-860-2881  and
+977-981-032-6134 (What-
sApp call also in both). Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri had visited Nepal
during August 17-18 and
met Mr. Oli and he was ex-
pected to visit India later
this month. Mr. Misri had
also met Foreign Minister
Arzu Rana Deuba.
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Hic B dgH

1. AU | Sremifa:
o YPTAR & G fariy UeRH SR diera Hifsar ufdse & & ga|
o "SH-oIS fagig" & ¥U § dad fby MU iy UeRHl & SR R e g5 |
o e Bt AR # HH ¥ & 19 ab! &1 Al
2. ISHITd® TS
o DU T Tl 3t A i 3T &1 fdwn & a1e ST ¢ e B
o AU AT 9 RydeR, A 10 T Y BTIA-HIRIT b1 HHF FUT |
3. YIRd ot ufafspar:
o Ui At ST §9M: Mifd & oy Aoret yie & S|, Aurd &1 R, Wifd 8k Tfe” W SR
fear|
o TaCw HATeg &1 99M: YR UehH &I "IRID! I IR &R 8T 8, TdeT odad IR 381 § 3R
T 3R ST BT 38 IR 8T 8
o TET WWR: YR & e WA 9 & U el T §; HI8HIg § YR gl gRI
SIS e 1 7S § |
4. W'\‘I’dﬁ
o faew wfua fasmw fsh 3 g € & Aurd (17-18 SAT, 2025) &1 SR faa, drud sl SR fagw
T 3RS RTOM G 3&T F GATHII Dl |
o YR deR W FATY 34T 5, [t oft e o1 quef[ w1 ot yRon I g=ar g

wfas gy

e YRA-AUTA Ha:
o T8 1950 B YRA-AUTd ifay 3R A Wfer 4 er ganm g1
o HRd — Ay i Fey AT &1 Yo 987 AMUR YFfieR 8k U fawrg yrfieR 81
o UaRH, IR SR AN & AT & g Taielt o forg geft W Ayl — |
. Y-Ioifa® dgu:
o UTA UHIAE U I YR 3R 94 & o9 a5
o HRd URURS FY J YU BT qagal &1 81 &, A I JAAEIER 3R o T8 s
s @ emans) & ey ¥ -t Sufufa 9g1ET 8|
. Aure # s Jeifae SifRuRar:
o XISIRMe! T UG § HehHUT (2008) |
o TR-SR WPHR URGdH, Toay &1 RURCT, FauT e 84|
o 2015 T AU TReAToH 3R AT M & SR 3 e & g9 G0 TR Ry Ue=H gu |
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e ik 3= & ferg faawor
1. Hiferwg urged:

. XMfd SR A WY, 1950 HRA-AUTA Gael BT SMURRIAT - |
o ol AT AR HRA-AUTd Haiel b1 33T faRIvdr — |

2. @I fazayur (Sied-11: siaridia ddw):

«  HRd &7 Aga- sfefaam:
o fU3d gwaTl & [AuRid, YRA de, Tddh BP0 SOATAl 56— ford 1} Ioiad WH B Sehl-
YT IR Y S G|
o IERY: T8R! TXIAT DI YR BI AT, TUTA B YT BT T BT
. &g fFRuRar Jadh fiarg:
o Ry ge=i Aurd & e e T & — TR NéhTd 3y &l gxifdr B
o HRA & ATy el Y R IR/ &1 ga1d §¢ 9l ||
o AUTE H TRRAT I & 0 Taw B i F 3ifRrep 3rAfd S Thdh B
«  HRA & 0P faa:
o AU H HRAT AMRSG! @<t T2 & yardt iR dfarh) ot qRe|
o gard! giar g HHET UR Xd, Sid faggd, SR iR |
o GRET U UR 3ORTY DT GbTacl HR1, ol AT o GSUIANT &l AT
. AR IAE:
o YRd HdTe, TuH SR ifd W SR a1 8, S Aldhdi=e Jedl & Iy gfaafd gl g |
o UieH A ot AuTel Wit H Srdfid Wit U, SRt iR ikapidd S|

e

FoTd H WA S X8 T St eI TOmelt Bt ANdhdT 3R Sarecg U &1 UIgHTd AT &1 SSIFR
TR ¢l HRA & Y, FAKT TH B! GRA 3R TSR & ¥U H 30T YHSHT DI Igfad = B g, &
el g8 I 941 § S fe-ifad U J Ieel US Jobdl & | T gl 3R fRR AT YR o1 YR&T, UR
3R TSN A & o Heayuf 81 dewian, a I arnl & ofg Feet 3R Iurifae 9 I FER| YRd &1 9ad
ERHIV SUD! TSH UG Aifd B f[AHRIa URuedT &I g=iidl 5l
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1. YR 3R UTd Uh il W1 I B & ot Al o} Jad SHTaTelTe] 1 SiHfd < B
2. 1950 HI Rifd 3R T WY YRA-AUTd Yaelf HT SMUR B

3. AUTd T 3R fSRICSH Gl &1 e g |

4. 91T See U8 1S 3HRIUfeT (SteiRers) & few g

SIRIGT & Y B AT HYU ol 67
(a) Had 1, 2 3R 3

(b) Fad 2 3R 4

@ 1,2 3 3R 4

(d) Had 1 3R 3

IW: )

Uy U § AEA 3T el 8 9 elwlldmwn?ﬁaﬁmqao—cn URd P! TSI AIfd & gAiadl ol
YGifhd Bl g | U Hebe &b Ufd HRA i Tdh UldishaT R =i HIfSTT| (150 XMed)
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81,000 HRIS TUY Ft I FHaR glu giaiorT 3 snfearh 3R a7 SifieRl & ST IwcigT & dax AT

e R a1 81 % WPR A 3T 3SAM 3R PR §10 THE U ¥ U6 "ddTds Ruie” Al §, Fifh
forfed Us Ue MeiaR &1 SHKig uRug 7 Rierad &1 § f THT 13,000 8aER a7 Yl & SadoA ¥ Ugd
I HABR HAFTH (EHIRY), 2006 & d8d HYBRI BT AU =T8T fbar 71 U1l I8 HHam IuFTdD fabra
gRESTSH 3R WoRN SABRI BT JR&T & did T TR UHIRT STerd ¢ |

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
sought a “factual report”
from the Andaman and Ni-
cobar Islands administra-
tion on points raised in a
complaint by the Tribal
Council of Little and Great
Nicobar that forest rights
had not been settled be-
fore diverting around
13,000 hectares for the
%81,000-crore Great Nico-
bar Island project in Au-
gust 2022.

In August, The Hindu re-
ported about the com-
plaint to Tribal Affairs Mi-
nister Jual Oram that the
administration had made a
“false” representation to
the Centre in certifying
that all rights under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) of
2006 had been identified
and settled before divert-
ing the required forest land
for the project in the certif-

The Andaman and Nicobar Island administration has maintained that

it need not implement the Forest Rights Act of 2006. GETTY IMAGES

icate issued on August 18,
2022.

The council said its con-
sent had been “obtained
under pressure” and with-
drawn formally soon after
in a letter to the govern-
ment. The certificate con-
tradicted the administra-
tion’s position in monthly
FRA progress reports to
the Ministry that it does
not need to implement the
Act.

In a letter to the Chief

Secretary of the Union Ter-
ritory on Monday, the Mi-
nistry asked for a “factual
report addressing each of
the points raised in the
said news report and the
letter of Tribal Council”.
The Ministry said it had
received the letter from the
Tribal Council, “raising the
issue that the Forest rights
guaranteed to the Nicoba-
rese in Great Nicobar Is-
land have not been settled
under the FRA, 2006, and

Nicobarese have not con-
sented to diversion of for-
est lands...”.

Earlier this year, Mr.
Oram said concerns over
the project are being “exa-
mined”. Weeks after send-
ing the complaint to Mr.
Oram in July, the Tribal
Council said it had re-
ceived no response.

The council then wrote
to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on August 26,
flagging the authorities’
“refusal” to engage in dia-
logue with them. This
prompted Mr. Gandhi to
write to Mr. Oram last
week, urging his office to
examine the concerns
raised by the council.

On Monday, Congress
Parliamentary Party Chair-
person Sonia Gandhi, in an
article in The Hindu, criti-
cised the Centre over this
project, calling it a
“planned misadventure”.

Union govt. seeks ‘factual report” on forest
rights complaint concerning Nicobar project

After sending the com-
plaint to Mr. Oram, a mem-
ber of the Tribal Council
told The Hindu that it had
recently been made aware
of the August 2022, certifi-
cate issued by the Deputy
Commissioner of Nicobar,
certifying, “The complete
process for identification
and settlement of rights
under the FRA has been
carried out...” But the Tri-
bal Council said that the
process of identification
and settlement of rights
under the FRA “has not
even been initiated”.

According to the pro-
gress reports, the adminis-
tration has maintained that
it does not need to imple-
ment the FRA, arguing that
tribespeople’s rights were
already protected on the is-
lands under the Protection
of Aboriginal Tribes Act,
1956 which enables the ad-
ministration to unilaterally
divert forest land.

HiC gy HaH

1. SHSTAR URYE §RT RI®RId (2022-2025):
o AR T fob 99 YA & STIaS- & forg YA 'gard 7' &t T3 3R a1g H 9oy o ot Ts |

o RN A &g Dl ST YA fobdT (18 3R, 2022) b THIRT fABRI BT AU & fear

YTl
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o WAt ! A 1 gy RO § arar frar mr § 6 RleR § UH3HRY &Y AN A Bl
TIH el 5
2. &% PR B! yfafewar:
o SIS ATHG! & HATHT A ohg MR TS TR ¥ "qarde Ruid 7l g1
o THIRU HRFGTT R Jad IS/ 11, Fifes ARt nfearft sif¥ert & #fid aR w®
TR 3iarel B e |
3. IoHIfa® ufafsan:
o ST REE A SN AT & T3 JTASHRA QA 2025) ¥ AU fbar, dfe @i
ufafsear gt fireh
o de H Ugd TMidt Bl U g Igi- HAl Y §IA&Y DI BT UG fohT|
o it et = 39 ufkaeT @ fRaifoa gRIed” FEll
4. UGS ggYA:
o URIISHI BT I5=T SRIPI Thafiude cfifad, gars org, faoril W3 ok ersRu 5
o ~13,000 3FWR UK ST & ST ! ATaIHdT g, Sl WA 3R PR SHafaal &1
YT a1 |

wfae ggyfa

. o AfYPR FFUFTH (2006):
o TA-FARR srIyfad SHenfadl iR Siiduwal (3 URUR® a9 eyl & aafdamd ek
SRS RHRY B 7= T 2|
o T 3T T U U THT B! JgHfd B ATIRTHT 8Idll
. Sfeardt senfaal &1 w=emr fafsaw= (PATR), 1956:
o 3fSHM 3R NPIER H TSI Sl & Fufd sl gl
o URIA &1 d& g b USSR Tai JqReM UeH Hdl §, ST THHRT &I dF] B Dl
TaTLH T TE1 3|
. Tayre guda:
o TG 244 3R UAI/SAT ST STYford SieTad! & g faRiy graem|
o 3IOG 338A: VPTT SIYFIA SITGMTA START (NCST) Bt TR |
. garw ATy o fe:

o IS T M §TH THiaRUl U4 a1 T (2013, FomRRY Aman — THeRY & dgd ad YH
& YA o [T ST Tgafd Sard g
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e ik 3= & ferg faawor

1. Hiferwg urged:

. TH3IRT 2006 UM JUT B! gl 3ifarf - |
. UIutsR 1956 3NUfRARIG T &1 HMHA —, S A MR PR & fow ARy 3
. ¢ PR ufRaoH T — 281,000 BRUS, ~13,000 FICIR 7 ST |

2. g fa=eyur (Sieg-11, sieg- 1, shed-dh):

o  BFFI-URIEHAS J9u:
o UHIRY (2006) TH HET HMA & — T YR | ARSI §, A It T=ma Hudtem 1956 &
d8d §e PI G1al Bl g
o 3ffeardt BRI & Uad— & Tehg fRRA1 IR Jard 3311 3|
. faor g9 @Rl sifter:
o TRTSAT &) WHfde (HR &1 Tae s Hifa, fRIfthT g9) & w0 & I g |
o A Ui Tqem @uiad, Sia fafaedn) sik <A S TRy U I HHIR ST THg)
Aot & 3if&ia P @ H ST W g
. 919 ¥ ggHfa:
o "SR TEHA" & SRIY WdF, Td 3R Jord TgHld (THUSHIEHT) Bt HIGHT &) HHIR HRd ] |
o SIS AT aTug o1 Ufharde Haftdar ol $fd &1 g
. XA 3R YRR & 4
o SR} fHU T vHIOT U (2022) 7 grar fear f SiffeR — fAuer e afes wifa Rard & we1 mn
fob TWSRT A TET & |
o U Saecs! 3R Se1 Ruifén # faienyral & gxidr gl
. YeHifd® JdeRitadr:
o faue WHR W ga1E TgH — TET 331 e =
o STl fUBRY SR TafaRur AT R AP &R Bt 969 o bl 6|
. HRA F1 ARy s F forg Ffgard:
o HRd P! UNDRIP (eI @l & SR TR Ggar Y 9INUN) & dgd Alddedd § |
o TR YBRY BT HHASR B aTc URASHIE AP S BT 3B B Tohal ¢ |

e

fAPIaR aRASH HRA & I H FaTRie e §9H YGRI S g &1 Ui § | STdfdh HRA &1 THg!
HeaTmensll & e IUHIfA® U ¥ Te@yul €, I8 o7 ifeR sififom & swrafagy, snfearht ggufa ok
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yiRfRUfae RRAT & IR & 1HR It Uy &=d1 81 dETdHs KU AH &1 PR BT (Ui Th HeH M g,

o UHIRT & d8d ST HABRI T URGRN HueH|
. g o o arafas argaiis wrier |
. HautH® iR TikfRufaes fSmeIial & ar XoFifde gi-are aid & d&dl &I dqferd e

uy: g9 PR AfUTH, 2006 & TeH #, Fgffad $y=1 R AR Fifv:

1. TR-g9 35241 & fore &= YT & SrasH I Ugd U GHT &t Jaafd sifard g |
2. 78 T Saa goT Yty HRd TR AR 8T 3, Hg MR U2 IR e

3. AT & Ted AfaaTd SR VTS il a1 SIBRI BT AT &1 TS 5
SWIF & | BIF TN/ H4F e 8/87

(a) had 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d)1,2 3R 3

3N :¢)

UH: G U MdbIaR iolae IUFITdD f[dbr R GiRRYfdS-SHAd HTUBRI & did dlliRics giaeT ol
g1 AT BT IRAu0T B 3R 35 86 B & U GATE| (150 XTeg)
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HRA T WEAHRUN SRR AT faemr, sraid gae! aia iR HHeR RITHG IR &1 faRivdr g1 sl 9
"TE " ORadH 3R A d1d BT THAT HR I8 3R A a9k 2023 H Hd e Hifd ST (KUPC) Bt
RO BT, S YRA HI T8l AoT-XR1T [eX! SN g1 ITDT 2025 1 NUIE sraarg adiamH, fad, T

3R EIRI® UFERT &I THihd B ardl
25 Il P1 ASHY UM Bl &, S Y YR
& foIT Hegar Gee UeH St B

Hic AN deH

e A DI B TGS 2050 b 80% Pl
UR & BT SHTAH g
STaarg uRad-RITddT |

« KUPC (2023-25): ¥&RI @1 Wifds,
SIAar]-SMRed UikfRUfd®s dF & &4
T R q Feurl HA & fon sifFard
fopar |

. 2359 Tl P RUIE @™ 2025) Uqd

EXPLAINER

As the first State-level urban comm

Ti

nder Singh Panwar
The story so far:
erala is a tapestry of villages
rippling into towns, of
backwaters, and midlands and
highlands woven together ina
living continuum. Capital cities and.
hamlets bleed into each other, forminga
unique “rurban” landscape. Yet beneath
this tapesiry lies a race against time
faster than

P1, FSrgH 10 fawg Wi & TR
feor M § - <A iR gwaLh
YEABHI & Tl U Wrehl |

wifas gy
e YR H WEIBI: 35% BT SIETHT

(SFTUMT 2011), 2050 TF 50%+ db
UgaH &1 A ]

. T gl e ® P, -
Shufsal, UMl & HHI, URY Tee,
HHSR el fa|

infrastructure and governance can keep
e ;

Kerala decided to tackle the problem
head-on with the Kerala Urban Policy

‘What is the KUPC?

The Kerala Urban Policy Commission,
(KUPC) set in motion in December 2023,
was charged with designing a 25-year
urban roadmap that sees cities not as
concrete problems, but as organic,
climate-aware ecosystems. When the
KUPC handed its report to the State in
March 2025, the result was not a mild
adjustment - it was a structural reset. The
blueprint promised nothing less than a
data revolution, governance recalibration,
identity revival, and finance
empowerment - all tied together in one
bold vision.

Why was it needed?
By late 2023, Kerala was urbanising at a
pace well ahead of the national average.
Estimates projected an urban population
of over 80% by 2050 - a seismic shift in a
region where villages and towns.
intermesh in a delicate mosaic.
Meanwhile, climate threats were
intensifying. Floods devastated

Ernakulam; landslides shattered hillsides;
and coastal zones reeled from s
pressures. The gap between crisis
planning was growing wide.

The cabinet’s December 2023
resolution to form the KUPC was a
calculated break from India’s cent
Droj d model. It w

lised,

governance recalibration. identity revi

Rejuvenating cities: A fisherman casting his netinto the backwaters, in Kochi. HviBku

Lessons for India: how Kerala is
tackling rapid urbanisation

ion in the country, the K
al, and finance empowerment

political acknowledgement that Kerala
needed its own compass — tailored to its

lace, history, and climate context. No
other State had taken such a leap.
Therefore, the KUPC became India’s first
State-level urban commission, Agnalhnga
paradign from reactive fix
systemic thinking,

What were the recommendations of
the commissios

The oot ilitid 5 3 deep-dive
studics, covering everything from
land-use patterns and water systems o
finance flows and civic health. Tt held 53
district-level stakeholder dialogues,
involving mayors, NGOs, unions, resident
associations, gig workers, and panchayat
membe

page final report, structured
amlmd 10 thematic pillars, ranging from
climate readiness and finance to
well-being and identity, was submitted to
the State. The commission drew on
Census numbers, satellite image
socio-economic realities, ecologi
hazards, and Kerala’s lived “rurban”
character to deliver actionable insights
grounded in evidence and local narrative.

Some of the most important
recommendations of the KUPC report
submitted to the Chief Minister on March
30, 2025 includ
limate and risk-aware zoning: Any
kind of urban planning must reflect
hazard mapping of landslides, coastal
inundation, flood zones etc. Thus,
planning becomes proactive, instead of
being reactive.

A digital data observatory: At the
Kerala Institute of Local Administration, a
real-time data nerve centre could collate
high-resolution Light Detection and
Ranging, and ground penetrating radar,
tide/water gauge, satellite and real-time
weather data, Thus, every municipality
gains a living intelligence feed.

Green fees and climate insurance:
Projects in eco-sensitive zones could
come with levies (green

areas

Municipal and pooled bonds: While
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, and
Kozhikode, being bigger cities, could issue
municipal bonds, smaller towns would
use pooled instruments. Bond
subscriptions were even plugged into the
2024 interim Budget.

Governance overhaul: Ci

led by

cabinets,

e bureaucratic
list cells (climate, waste,
mobility, law) with dedicated municipal
cadres should be formed. A “Inanashree”
program would recruit and deploy youth
tech talent.

Place-based economic revival:
Thrissur-Kochi is known as a FinTech
hub; Thiruvananthapuram-Kollam a
knowledge corridor; Kozhikode is known
as the city of literature; and Palakkad and
Kasaragod have been clevated to
smart-industrial zones.

Comm

e
wetlands, reactivate waterways and
preserve heritage zones. It also
recommended city health coun
cater to migrants, students, gig workers.

Why is the report unique?

‘The KUPC highlighted a deeper
innovation: the fusion of local narratives
and data tems.

“ommission members described how
fishermens' ordeals with coastal
recession, youth-crafted water
conservation drives, or mobility woes
voiced by bazaar vendors - all became
structured into the urban data apparatus.
LIDAR maps now register tidal health
near fishing zones; municipal dashboards
carry community-generated indicators;
and city briefing templates reflect lived
stories. Rather than imposing “top-down
solutions,” policies were co-produced
with citizens, giving Kerala an urban
intelligence engine ~ a living, breathing
system where city systems absorb,
interpret and act on the emotional, lived

of local

fees) which would fund urban INII(‘nct‘.
i 1 el

 What dmmgunhm the KUPC isn't one
jon of several

la Urban Policy Commission’s report promises nothing less than a data revolution,

‘The KUPC s the first State-level
commission built for sub-national realities
and not recycled from national
frameworks. In its report, climate
resilience is embedded and not appended
every pillar integrates disaster
awareness. The report also calls for the
emancipation of public finance through
municipal bonds and green levies which
give local bodies fiscal agency.

It also re-defines governance from
passive bureaucracies to dynamic
clection-led city cabinets, guided by
youth technocrats. Rich stories fuel data,
and data fuels policy, closing the feedback
loop betwees i
institutional action. Together, these
features dismantle silos  in planning,
finance, governance - and re-assemble
them into a 360° urban system.

Does it offer lessons for other States?
Kerala's Urban Commission offers a
template with tangible takeaways for
other States — mandate a time-bound
commission; combine technical data with
lived experience and create dialogic
systems where citizen inputs are mapped
into data observatories; empower local
bodies with green levies, bonds, and risk
premiums; and insert youth an
specialists in governance.

What next?

The KUPC changed more than planning

it rewired the DNA of how a State

conceives its cities and towns. It entwined

dxm_ue awareness, community narrative,
mpowerment, digital

g()wmance and identity economy into a

living document-functional plan.

As the first such State-level commission
in the country, KUPC isn't an end - it’sa
beginning. For Kerala, it's a chance to
grow not just richer, but wiser; not just
bigger, but better; not just more urban,
but more human.

acall to action: urban
transformation isn’t a problem to solve.
It's a story to be authored — together.

Tikender Singh Panwar is a Member of
the KUPC and a former deputy mayor,
Shimla.

o I W1 R4 fiRM, 3md, fuHuaR-RERT — Selar IRaISHI-3TeTRd, daidhd died|
. Ay Gfem: 74af TRNEA (1992) W W Rl @uadh) & I —, Afdp I 3R

HRITHD WAl HHR S 88 &

. SAarg TgH: 2018 BT TG, TR-TR YT, T STAEa —HId P Nl
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KUPC & T RreTi=i

1. SAATg 3R SRAH-SITRED FAT
o TTG, YTITH, eI Held & o Jax BT ARG AiorT H Thidd fadl T g
2. Teforea Ser du=man
o P SHICYE T Ahd TSHFARTH § $Ud-2rd 31 89 (LIDAR, SUUE, HIgH B1S) |
o Ut TR urfereTedl & forg Tieg-Sutia g |
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freedom on the 79th Independence Day, on

August 15, 2025. But we must recognise that
true independence today requires more than
political autonomy. It also demands technological
sovereignty, as technology aids every walk of life
today.

Geopolitics has taken a darker turn recently.
Modern wars are fought with software and
drones, not bullets and bombs. The most
damaging war is in cyberspace. Our banks, trains
and power grids run on information and
communication technology. A small number of
companies, primarily from a single country, build
and control these systems.

This dependence is a serious vulnerability.
What happens if these companies turn off their
cloud or Artificial Intelligence services under
national diktat or out of malice? The capacity to
inflict serious harm on the country is very real.
We saw this when cloud services were stopped to
a company recently. This is not a hypothetical
threat, but a reality that we must confront.

l ndia celebrated its hard-won political

Building the foundation

Technological autonomy is the solution. India has
no operating system, database, or other
foundational software that it builds and can trust
completely. This leaves the country dependent
on external sources that its cannot control or
trust. However, the path to independence is not
as difficult as it might seem.

The open-source model offers a path to a
solution. India can create its own versions of
Linux and Android that are safe and free of
backdoors. It is possible for a dedicated group of
professionals to do this. The real challenge lies in
long-term support and maintenance. A large,
supportive user base is necessary for a
home-grown operating system (OS) to be viable. If
we are to adopt an OS that is a little behind, we
can make them competitive and viable. This is a
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The long march ahead to technological independence

mission for India’s sizeable technology
community. The problem affects everyone, but
the solution lies with IT professionals who build
the digital world. They must join hands to remove
this debilitating dependence. This is too big a task
for any single institution, but is achievable if
many unite behind this goal.

The path to hardware sovereignty
Achieving hardware sovereignty is a greater
challenge than software sovereignty. Building
sophisticated semi-conductor fabs requires
massive, long-term national investment in chip
design, manufacturing and supply chain
management. Do we have the resources and,
more importantly, the patience to build them? A
crucial first step is to focus on specific hardware
components and invest in partnerships to build
expertise in chip design and assembly, even if
fabrication is outsourced.

India’s journey to political independence was
defined by non-violence. Its quest for technology
independence should be through open-source
software, which is a gift of society to itself. This is
about supporting ourselves and not opposing
others.

The global open-source movement is no longer
the powerful socio-political force that it was.
Much of the software today is open-source,
including Android, Linux, and Hadoop. However,
key control is with centralised cloud and data
managed externally by powerful companies. A
social movement for autonomy in software and
hardware is needed today. India has the
necessary talent and the capability. The way
exists.

What India needs is the collective will. Let it
start an urgent mission of planning,
development, and execution before a crisis forces
its hand.

Assembling a crack team to create India’s own
versions of essential software from the open
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source resources is the first step. India must build
client-side components (such as database, email
client, calendar) and server-side components
such as web server, email server, and cloud
server. Open source versions are available for all
of them. India needs to set up teams to
continually update and maintain these
components, which is the harder task. These
teams should work like product teams in
companies. This is possible only when there is a
sound business model behind it, outside of
government or private funds. The mission has to
be self-supporting or better.

While this may have been a difficult idea to sell
in the past, the current climate is different.
Previously, only the strategic sectors were
concerned with having trusted and secure
software. Now, private companies and individuals
are concerned about being dependent on outside
forces for critical needs. People are already
paying, either directly or indirectly, for the free
and open-source software that they use. The shift
to a model where these costs are explicit and
support trusted software would be a small one.

A mission as the core

The immediate step is to establish a mission to
plan the necessary actions. This will be an
implementation mission and not a research and
development mission aimed at
academic/research communities. It will primarily
involve strong development and support teams of
engineers and a capable project management
team to coordinate activities.

There is ample expertise in both industry and
academia to make it happen, provided a viable
model is established. The government will need
to play an enabling role, but should focus on
establishing a self-sustaining model as early as
possible.

Let us embark on the long march toward
technological independence.

TATT1(150 Words)
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