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HRI-3MR®T Faie B $ ! § I AhdiBHe geul, MRS Rl iR Holgd oH-3-51 Iaef &
3MYR TR T AP diyeh IUHITGD AHGRT H Fae ¢ g1 g1l g1 # 3MRe! APUfd SIS <0 gRT HRd W
Sffafvad e @A &1 fofa, for =1 9 9 Smard &1 IRUmH Samr 741 §, 3 Jael § STl a1d &1 HRUI

CEIkd

. facw darem (MEA) Tudha Rl Iftfa @ 39 favg W e@Td wRia gu SARet vl & Ffegu
YRUMS" TR SR T G XTTHD TG D! UidGdl GIgx ardl gl

External Affairs Ministry set to brief
House panel on India-U.S. relationship

The Ministry is expected to tell the panel that the imposition of additional tariffs by Trump is a result of ‘flawed assumptions’ and that India remains

‘committed to engaging constructively’ through ‘dialogue and mutual respect’; it will also highlight the bipartisan nature of India-U.S. relationship

Suhasini Haidar

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump’s im-
position of addi-

tional tariffs on India is a
result of “flawed assump-
tions” and New Delhi is be-
ing dragged into a geopolit-
ical tug of war in which it
does not intend to partici-
pate, officials of the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry are
poised to tell the Parlia-
mentary Committee on Ex-
ternal Affairs on Monday.

The officials may also
highlight the bipartisan na-
ture of India-U.S. relation-
ship and argue that ties
prospered under “both BJP
and Congress-led govern-
ments”.

The meeting of the
Committee on External Af-
fairs is being convened af-
ter the U.S. administration

G geATHH

cited India’s purchase of
Russian oil as a trigger for
additional tariffs.

Pragmatic approach
The Ministry’s team at the
meeting is expected to
have a pragmatic approach
to the latest challenges to
the relation and inform the
MPs that despite difficul-
ties, India remains “com-
mitted to engaging con-
structively” ~ with  the
United States about the is-
sues through “dialogue
and mutual respect”.

It is learned that the
committee will be told that
the U.S. decisions do not
“reflect the realities of glo-
bal energy markets or In-
dia’s sovereign choices”
and that India considers
the tariffs as “unilateral,
punitive measures” that
hurt global trade norms.

The official team from
the Ministry is expected to

Friendly terms: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with U.S. President
Donald Trump during a meeting at the White House in February. pTI

provide the Indian assess-
ment of the motivation be-
hind the U.S. President’s
actions. Officials believe
that the White House re-
gards Russia’s military
campaign against Ukraine
as an “ongoing threat to

U.S. national security and
foreign policy” that re-

quires “strengthened
measures”.
‘Double standards’

Prior to the Executive Or-
der signed by Mr. Trump

on August 6, 2025, India
and the U.S. had been in
negotiations for a “fair, ba-
lanced and mutually benef-
icial bilateral trade agree-
ment”.

The Ministry is expect-
ed to tell the MPs about
what is perceived as “dou-
ble standards” in the U.S.
policy regarding trade with
Russia.

The committee will also
receive a detailed presen-
tation on the historical na-
ture of India-U.S. relation
with an emphasis on
“shared democratic va-
lues, open societies, con-
verging strategic and eco-
nomic interests and robust
people to people ties”.

Officials are likely to
provide an overview of the
“bipartisan” nature of the
relationship and how un-
der both BJP and Congress-
led governments the rela-
tion has been nurtured and

“deepened”. Similar con-
sensus between the Repu-
blicans and the Democrats
in the U.S. are also expect-
ed to be in focus during the
discussion.

The members are also
likely to hear about the
support Mr. Trump has
provided to India’s core
concern of cross-border
terrorism from Pakistan,
especially after the April 22
terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam. In this regard, the
U.S. President’s approval
of extradition of 26/11 at-
tack-linked Tahawwur Ra-
na to India is also likely to
be part of the presentation.

A similar mention of the
declaration of The Resis-
tance Front (TRF) as a Fo-
reign Terrorist Organisa-
tion (FTO) and Specially
Designated Global Terro-
rist (SDGT) is expected
during the discussion in
the committee.

. TP TM &1 FRUL ARET BT 3RIT & fF URT FHT T4 dd S1Td 39D SI-Geh1 G I Faidd
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1. TR 3R nfie Jgan:
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. TgYdIg Feifd YRd @1 fagw Hifd ot ug fadwar 31
. OihH-Ud 3Mddharg IR SARDT BT JHSH SR |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques:ﬁ?ﬁl‘@ﬁﬂiﬂ:ﬁwmﬂmz

1. BT &1 7 SRS 7 YR W AfARed TR T30 0 ¥ HRd & ¥ J dd 3M1Td & A e & |
2. YR 3R JaY Had e § Rufie- 72me & SR 8 Wi gu B |

3. YR A g IVRCY The (TRF) B1 fadeht sirdet T1e+ (FTo) Oftd fran B

SR 3T T S A A -1/ 98 2/

(A) Had 1

(B) I 1 3R 3

(C) Had 2 3R 3

(D) 1,2 3R 3

IT: (B)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

& T # 39 HYF oI gHleT HIWI (150 Words)
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YR 3R SR (ASEAN) & dF 2009 T gEa1&iRd SRAT-HRA a¥g AR T (AITIGA) BT JHIET &

foTT 11-14 3FTRA 2025 T 5 focah # 96® 1 @1 ¢ | T8 aIdi U4 0T 81 ! & ofd SARDT A YR aegaif
W 25% 3Hfad Yeob 1 e B 3R SMRAM & 1Y YR T SATIR 7] AR §¢ 367 81 39 RUfT & YRa

AR dl # Igad aF 3R ToIR d6 Ugd U Sa! SHHS B gT B B DI H WM 5

Indian, ASEAN officials to begin fresh round

of talks to review trade agreement today

ASEAN

Suhasini Haidar
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

As India braces for the im-
pact of U.S. tariffs of 25%
that went into effect from
August 7, the government
is seeking to shore up oth-
er trade negotiations, in-
cluding with ASEAN coun-
tries beginning on Monday
in New Delhi.

A delegation of the 10-
nation ASEAN, or the Asso-
ciation of South East Asian
Nations, will meet Com-
merce Ministry officials
from August 11 to 14, sourc-
es confirmed, for the next
round of talks on a review
of the ASEAN-India Trade
in Goods Agreement (AITI-
GA). The talks come two
months after Commerce
and Industries Minister Pi-
yush Goyal called the 2009
agreement “silly” as it gave
India’s Asian competitors
easy access to its markets,
a comment that led to
speculation that India was
planning to pull out of the
agreement. The comment

geyfH

\
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INCLUSIVITY AQD SUSTAINABILITY

Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim, left, greets ASEAN Secretary-General
Kao Kim Hourn at the ASEAN Headquarters in Jakarta. AP

also caused some outrage
among ASEAN members,
as he referred to them as
the “B-team of China”, re-
ferring to India’s concerns
over Chinese goods flood-
ing the market via these
countries.

However, in July, after a
meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and his Malaysian counter-
part, Anwar Ibrahim, who
is chairing the ASEAN
Summit this year, as well as
a meeting between Mr.
Goyal and Malaysian Minis-

ter for Investment, Trade
and Industry Tzafrul Aziz,
the two sides agreed to
“fast-track” the AITIGA re-
view to be completed by
the end of this year. In ad-
dition, officials are prepar-
ing for a possible visit by
Mr. Modi to Kuala Lumpur
for the ASEAN-India Sum-
mit and East Asia Summit,
at the end of October. On
Friday, Mr. Ibrahim an-
nounced that he “looks for-

ward to  welcoming”
ASEAN leaders and dia-
logue partners, inclu-

ding U.S. President Donald
Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, although
China normally attends
ASEAN Summits at the le-
vel of Premier.

U.S. tariffs loom large
The push for a quick end to
AITIGA  review  talks,
among a number of other
trade agreement negotia-
tions the government is
pursuing with the Euro-
pean Union, Australia, and
New Zealand, has been gi-
ven further impetus by the
imposition of 25% addi-
tional penalties on India by
the U.S. last week.

Sources said that alth-
ough nine rounds of talks
in the past year with
ASEAN officials have not
produced a breakthrough
yet, they are hopeful of
some movement this
week. “We are trying to ad-
dress the fact that, under
the existing deal, our im-
ports have grown far in ex-
cess of our exports to these
countries,” a source said.

Data with the Com-

merce and Industry Minis-
try show the trade balance
between India and ASEAN
has been turning increas-
ingly unfavourable for In-
dia. In 2017-18, the earliest
year for which the Ministry
has made data available,
India’s exports to the
ASEAN countries stood at
$34.2 billion while imports
were $47.1 billion, leading
to a trade deficit of $12.9
billion. As of 2024-25, In-
dia’s exports to the ASEAN
countries had grown at an
average annual rate of
1.7%, to $39 billion, while
imports had grown at 7.5%
on average every year, to
$84.2 billion. As a result,
the trade deficit had
swelled to $45.2 billion.

ASEAN countries com-
prising Brunei, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Sin-
gapore, Thailand, and Viet-
nam also led the effort for
the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partner-
ship, a 15-nation FTA,
which India walked out of
in 2019.

. TIATSSISMESIT (2009): TS T H aegafl W NG T FHHt 3R Urufierar arar SR Ugd UeH 1
o SATATEAT: HRATT I SR Hfa-Fafdrst &1 ammn € 5 saer ey sl <=0 &1 oifiie gan ik
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. gIferar Ieifa® Hel:
e S 2025 ¥ 91iorsy G gy Mae &1 "B 3Hith arg-T 99|

o A8 2025 § GUHHEAT R Al 3R AR JUHHAT 3R ST & ATdhId ad AR
qTdi &SI TgAld — THIET B 2025 & 3id dH “dell 9" T foar S|

IIHTE AR Ui
. MR YT

. 2017-18: ald $34.2 3RE: 3T $47.1 3R IICT $12.9 3RS |

. 2024-25: fATd $39 3RT (A AMVD Gl 1.7%); ST $84.2 3RF (34d MNP G 7.5%);
gTeT $45.2 3R4|

HRAATHS THTAT:
. HRd &1 Fald sRee Hiffa iR w4 fafadieal
Rules of Origin @ ®HSINAT, fSY R /1 &1 axgasft &1 :-fafd Juya|
i SR onfdfes wgw
1. ARP! RE & a1g fafddianon 7 ofRa ¥ AN 25% Sifafked Yeb & g R YR & oy

ey ddicyd faid STeR & Tl 3|

2. %—&@T@Jﬁ: MRIAM, YRA &1 Tae 3¥¢ i 3R S-0Rfthes Smyfd SRaem uMifa & Hara Yt
CIGIN

3. RCEP ¥ €Tex et &1 Her: 2019 H RCEP I S1ER I8+ & §1G YR o foly 3 &4 FTA Bl Holgd
AT ATALSP ¢ dlfer TRA-URIT IR 2 H 8RN R 9 JH1 US|

arat @) geifear
. SR Pt Yag-=iaan: gd & U U 9am1 9 fayra & St He-ifas Teu set |

. &l &1 o iy SR Rumgd SR$IR I\ 18T §; IR & Rules of Origin 3R 3TATd gfa
TR YRET IUTT Tl B |

. famyf &1 3iaR: faffmior sk afvifesd & YRa &1 fUs s |
3T BT TG
Rules of Origin & YUR: TR-TREAM <=1 ¥ gi-Ride e & fom|
. Tdford R FHerd): HiY, 3w, sAaei-eT S Jag-=ha asf o JReaf|
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. afd dicare: oA &1 7 & Srey Aférd Mg, IR SFeRT 3R TR gfae|
. UMD TERTS: fefoTea sricraw, smyft 4@, 3R sl JRefm & TgdT &I R ardi ¥ sireT|
foread

TITESTIATEONY BT THIET YRA BI &l Bt Uden § a8 AR Jueidl & RS 3Ridad URd g4
g g 9 aﬁmw%lmqwmﬁﬁaﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁwmﬁlﬁm
YT mmg TqfeId SMUR FeAlfd 3R TgarT JeTd ¥ HRA 9 gIel-U4TH WaR] &I RS arH o
aaagm , TR U 999 § 99 dffe ATUR W ARG WRemvarg iR 91 &1 & Ifhadr &1 eRR
el el

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. &W@PCFF{ Waﬁww@mwmma&fzmsﬁm&rﬁageﬂw

2. TR & it 10 TSR =1 RCEP (831 ATIe 3 UrfieR) # of =mfia g
3. YRJ 9 2019 H RCEP JHIG T TeR Apaq o1 Aol femm

- faT T B &1 ITIRT R FEl SR gHAT:

(A) pad 1 3fR 2

(B) Had 2 3R 3

(C) Pad 1 3R 3

(D) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: (B)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: TRIYM-HRd 9% ATUR FHAIA (AITIGA) DI FHI&N & Y H, YRA-3MREIM ATUR H e &
TG HRUT 3R 39 SRIGT B! G2 B o YT o aTelt WHITIE R == HIE| (150 Words)
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BieH ST U I ¢ b 78 URURS D B 4Hal I W Sifed FHersii—
S fopprmet, gerd fagr ok wied Rgas—or qHer o ¥ebil AragiRed --
HicH HYR T H T T WE FA! & d, RIed (defect-free) Ffae W &I

Pt a7 @ 5 99 St 3 g g o 1 7z & v ot [ D
s@wgﬂmdmwmmmma@?aﬂaﬁ@vﬁwwmﬁ

|Ef|ﬂi§| ”‘laﬁ In a shot for

quantuin
'qg‘l{m’ computing, Al
shepherds qubits

FE: BTeH o 7 TP, N AR SN AGIBAZN s

. ggd YeH Hfae: oY Ffafegd wamy, g oifded ¢or (srafiie diad
AoR &) T TR afAd fosar S gl

. THET: AT oTd & TEfss U A Sad 8, R & - @reft 38 o1 8
Th-Udh Db URHTY] b RIFIARA BT e 3R Ffeyuf 21

T TR
. TS MYTRG JaIo:

. HAIYIAA XA Hedd (CNN) BT RIS gramm R iifea
forar |

NI TANTYET § WRATYSH 3R T RIMHT &1 35ad firam, arfes
AT X 9T B TS |

Aeel-%e T Yaue: TRATIST &I AHT 20 BIC-BIC RN H RIFIARG fodT 74T,
oy 7T 3R BT ¥ S7=ma gl

AR AN IRafae gag # i, form wramgstt @t fRufa 3tk v & e
a1 & Ffa o
Whafaferdt: 1,000 ¥ 10,000 TRHATSH g AHTRIT BT THT THT THMH (~60 e s) |
e

1. faar emar: 2,024 RIS &1 GRfed fg-smamft N—ad ganT & 3fd 9 &1 gay 97|
. TIfa: URURS aih! & ga1 | s T a|
Fie & FHl: Wt s & v Ay, YA i I RIFR, S g1 Ead |
4. wifed ITaATS Pt HHUTGAT: o= HicH RgaxE HEf 8q 3D 3R Te-d W &1 i)

[\

w
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. wicy RgazE: 9t terf iR I ufdfsharst &1 Aied daR 1|

. PicH I JGUR: T3 3R IAIRRA W U 31feew fagaaan

. Wi AP HicH many-body dynamics T TN

. Rf3a GAR: HicH Acad J THIHRul|
3T B gAfaar

. fepieda: aredt IR & Ufd Fgfee &t Yaa=ited|

o TPHIHI: 37 W P IAGD HicH YRR J e

. TISAWR SAfeadr: Tl Ffoe e AR 3 FEa0 ao-ie 3R 3Hifvewd e § gur|
oy

T3S gRT R ed TeH JUIeH AGgING, 9 THM R HicH $IR B a2 & U gl 3o 3| b
TR 0T 3R FfGHM TR & GaroH ¥ [Mudhdisl A o, aRied 3R fR arg Fgfae §R i o
R A B! JAT 8 | T8 TATER HicH ddb-1d &1 diye ufaeayl & Te a1 Smam siredr g, fore gt
gHTa fagH, P FRar SR M1fdies i R US Hebd §

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: g¢d UeH PicH [T & JeH # Fafefed sy w faar sifoe -

1. TfSgH S g WA &1 fPwd gor gRT wam 3R Ffa fear s v g

2. BIRT TENNET &1 SUTNT WRHTISH B dfed RIS e & e Syaw qHm @io | foar oirdr g |
3. W A IRAST &1 T d6- ¥ AR H1 $of 90T US40 4 Sedl o |
SWRIT | | BI-HI/4 $Y Fal 8/8?

(a) Had 1

(b) Had 1 3R 2

(c) Had 2 3R 3

(d)1,2 3R 3

Ans: (B)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: $FY ST DI Tedl ¥ dWRfed Hfdc JAioH o ol Yod TeH YRT Hicd [T T gld &
TRl TR Tl FIU| 39 UPR & ™R HRd & 0Hide 3R e Bl & IuRd) urenfifeal & forg
UHR THIIT B Thd 8?7 (150 Words)
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HRA & HTYT AN T & U Hae-=itd JoHifae Td Qe v 36t g1 81 8t
o AHeTg 3R FHlcd GRT QI-HINT TF—RITHG UTNT 3R Siehi—a! SO
g1 geg B &1 [ufy, ﬂ'@ﬂﬁ[&ﬂ:ﬂﬁ(NEP 2020 & TIF-HTST & & faudia B
% 9§Y WEpldd TgdH, Hude R afye sifeawr 7 et ot sragiRe
SREdl O dE X dHT1d &l SRl B |

gEyfH

« NEP 2020: dH-4TW FF—RHE/eET v, & iR & o=
YR/ fac=it HTST (SRR eidief) |

AT o 99T I vEferd al-HieT Aifd @fie + sl & St |

. HAICH: AN A AGHN/HAS + ST B e s9H iR FHefm 5
d% A1, T GHT 81 o) HET 12 IH TG P RIGIRT B |

. oHae HaegRitedr: R-Ed Tt 7 &S @I sgmar ¢ aeias
- & T & =0 § @1 STl 5, Forad fajiy 3= gt g

faare & 1@ Ugq
1. UTSY HA1AH 3R dE & ufyomA

. gﬁ'ﬁ@fw&nnﬁwﬁaﬁ%msﬁvwmmsﬁ
|

. 3N IR BN G & HRU 3SR qard B AT T Il
4, gl e fob et wrel & 4 o1, aiftrep &)

HHarg 3R W
. e gHad g # §, R IS 3UH AMH-ITSH e TRued
& TR T I T HA &7 3P R T ] |

. %ﬁm%ﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬁ%&mﬁmm T ST ghdl
|

fren o faerareds urufieans

. B SR: FIdGHD Riam &1 Jura, fRigres ufkiefor, urereai
&1 YRRy, fefred werd, SR dferd it &1 gaEaw|

4TV f3aTe 399 aRaAfa® MUfAGdTs ¥ & Yedh] Jhdl gl
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Language lessons

The obsession with Hindi is diversion
from the needs of school education

implement a two-language formula for
school education, as opposed to the push
for a three-language policy in the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020. Both States are inclined
towards primacy for local languages, Tamil and
Kannada, respectively, and then English in
school education. Tamil Nadu has already un-
veiled its State Education Policy (SEP) while a
commission has submitted its recommendations
for Karnataka’s SEP. Tamil Nadu has merely reit-
erated its existing two-language policy, but Kar-
nataka is set to discontinue its three-language
policy. The commission has proposed that Kan-
nada or the child’s mother tongue should be the
medium of instruction up to Class 5, and prefera-
bly till Class 12. Kannada or whatever is the moth-
er tongue and English will be the two compulsory
languages. If implemented, this will replace the
model that includes Hindi as a third compulsory
language. Other recommendations include mov-
ing away from NCERT textbooks and developing
a Karnataka-specific curriculum and bilingual
teaching methods. The Tamil Nadu SEP, which
was announced by Chief Minister M.I{. Stalin re-
cently, makes Tamil compulsory up to Class 10
across all boards. The NEP proposes a third lan-
guage which should be Hindi or another Indian
language, seen as an attempt to impose Hindi.
The Tamil Nadu SEP also commits to promote
critical thinking, digital literacy, climate educa-
tion, and social justice. Apart from a STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathe-
matics) approach, the State also wants to offer
special support for tribal students, first-genera-
tion learners, and students with disabilities. The
government has pledged more support for public
education. In fact, uniform high quality public
education should be the biggest priority of school
education policy for all States and the Centre.
The Centre’s ill-advised focus on language turns
unproductive and controversial even though it
does not insist on promoting Hindi on paper. The
three-language policy is also in disregard for the
demand for English language learning, and as a
medium of instruction across States, including in
the Hindi-speaking regions, and Gujarat and
Maharashtra. Education policies have been a ma-
jor driver of the development outcomes in Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka, and any attempt to forcibly
alter them by central policies would do no good
to anyone. Tamil Nadu is fighting for the release
of 2,152 crore in education funds from the
Centre that is rightfully its. There is no harm in
learning Hindi or any other language, but when
perceived as a political project of domination, its
promotion causes resistance. The Centre must
give up its language obduracy and focus on sever-
al critical challenges in school education. It must
work with State governments to tackle them.

T amil Nadu and Karnataka are planning to
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THTGT 3R FHIARH

. dmmg_lng%@? Hled Pt Afaar uyH M & faenfial, enfearh sEt Sk fawan o= R oy
T |

o YR U + ST EVHI0T qrTfors—siies WS &1 HH & § T 81 9ol g
3T DI TG
. O fafaudar o1 IwE: T o R aRRUGET & SR U Hifd 98 B &1 YR |
.  TEHITYS THETU: UHIA® U & 31eqa- & Uiciied &3, dfdr Sifard w0 ¥ diY T&|

. gwgﬁw ST IAHITID Uil ¥ gear SraeiRa, e ugfa ok uga & guR R &1
|

. 3wl 3R &g Hrwrst o1 Wgad HadH: 9y ufargaf sfik yTerg faRmaa TRemr A & fer |
sy

TN T BT ST ARBTad Tga & IRE0T 3R HT & AU ST B ARG TH— QIHI B AT B

T &t an fassdt ot o TwT &7 Srer =T ¥ fohan S b ©, difd 39 Rien & Ao ol Y Sra-

YT FR DT § AR YeHR! JIAIG Bl FHOR HR Thdl gl Hg Bl darg R HAled o ITl & Iq1Y

T@wﬁ&wﬁwﬁmwmmmsﬁ?ﬁrw YINT o 999 &1 HABR R RAURD! DI &A1
|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: HIRAT I1SAT 1 HINT Hifqdl & dg ﬁﬁaﬁ@aﬁuﬁwﬁaﬁaﬂﬁq-

1. 18T g A (NEP) 2020 T+t Tpeil # fEl b1 sifFiard fawa & U H AR el 5 |

2. AETg gt Xrog e fifa & fgueh I (Two-language formula) &1 U1 &RaT g

3. DHicd P oy A& ifd SN A $H-U-HH BT 5 dP HdAS I AIGHIT I 1M BT A1 §91 DI
R # R

ST § | DIH-A1/4 $U Il 8/8?

(A) Had 1 3R 2

(B) ad 2 3R 3

(C) Had 1 3R 3

D) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: (B)

Ques: HTNT Hifd & Ul STIRT SRR URA H Thall RIGT Bt T TTFDH IS U S HIHT aal 5| ARG

3R Hlcd & al-HIH G & ¥4 & def & 79 I (150 Words)
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What is Telangana’s Kaleshwaram project?

Where has the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project been built? Why was the location of the project suddenly shifted from Tummidihatti to Medigadda? Why did

the piers of the Sundilla barrage sink? Who did the one-man judicial commission question regarding the project?

EXPLAINER

M. Rajeev

The story so far:
he Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Project (KLIP), billed as the
lifeline of Telangana by the
previous Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) government, is mired in
controversies over the manner in which it
has been executed. A barrage forming a
major component of the project suffered
damages within three years of its
inauguration, while two others
constructed upstream developed cracks
resulting in the charge that the KLIP was a
colossal waste of public money.

What is the KLIP?

The KLIP is a multi-purpose irrigation
project on the Godavari river in
Kaleshwaram of Bhupalpally in
Telangana. Billed as the world’s largest
multi-stage irrigation project,
Kaleshwaram’s upstream influence is at
the confluence of Pranahita and Godavari.
It utilises a canal network of more than
1,800 km. The project was conceived by
the BRS government, headed by K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, to provide irrigation
facilities to over 16 lakh acres in 13
districts of Telangana, besides stabilising
the existing ayacut. It aims at storing and
distributing 240 thousand million cubic
feet (tmc ft) of Godavari water of which
169 tmc ft is proposed to be allocated for
irrigation, 30 tmc ft for drinking water to
Hyderabad, 16 tmc ft for miscellaneous
and industrial uses and another 10 tmc ft
for drinking water to villages en route.

Where was it built?

The government has constructed barrages
across Godavari at Ramadugu,
Medigadda, Sundilla and Annaram. The
water is stored there to cater to drinking
water and irrigation needs. The project
was conceived at a cost of 371,000 crore
initially. The cost escalated to close to
over 1 lakh crore over a period of time.

sy

s

Finishing works is likely to take few more
thousands of crores.

What is the controversy?
The project has been mired in
controversies right from the beginning as
the then government shifted the location
from Tummidihatti to Medigadda even
after reportedly receiving hydrology
clearance for the former location. The
shifting of the site was made on the
pretext of non-availability of water at
Tummidihatti, but an inquiry revealed
that the Central Water Commission had
estimated the water availability at
Tummidihatti to be over 200 tmc ft.

A major allegation that has surfaced in
the construction of the project was that
the barrages were constructed on

Bad planning: Water levels of the Medigadda barrage of the Kaleshwaram project in 2024. FILE PHOTO

permeable foundations rather than strong
foundations that can withstand the inflow
of heavy quantum of water. The shifting
of location, from Tumidihatti to
Medigadda, too came under criticism as
almost 30% of the works at Pranahita
Chevella Sujala Sravanti (PCSS) project,
started in united Andhra Pradesh in
2008, at Tummidihatti costing over
11,000 crore were completed by then.
Another major charge against the BRS
Government was that the decision to go
ahead with the project was taken solely
by Mr. Chandrasekhar Rao. It was alleged
that he had not obtained the consent of
the State Cabinet before launching work
on the project.

The faults in the Kaleshwaram project
were exposed during the BRS regime

when the piers of the Sundilla barrage
sunk, substantiating the claims that the
barrage was constructed on permeable
foundation. Two other barrages,
Annaram and Sundilla, too developed
cracks as the government impounded and
stored huge quantities of water against
technical advice.

Was an inquiry ordered?
The constitution of a judicial cc ission

THE GIST

v

The KLIP is @ multi-purpose
irrigation project on the
Godavari river in Kaleshwaram
of Bhupalpally in Telangana.

v

to probe the lapses in the Kaleshwaram
project was an election promise of the
Congress. Subsequently, Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy constituted a one-man
judicial commission headed by Justice
Pinaki Chandra Ghose for a thorough
inquiry into the process. Justice Ghose
examined over 110 witnesses during the
course of his 15 month inquiry and those
examined included former CM K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, former Ministers T.
Harish Rao (Irrigation) and Eatala
Rajender (Finance) of BRS government,
the latter especially for releasing funds
adopting a “negligent and indifferent
attitude”. The judicial commission
submitted its report on July 31, and
subsequently the Telangana government
decided to take up a discussion on the
Kaleshwaram project in the legislature
during the monsoon session. The
government plans to explain the lapses to
the people in detail and to elicit views of
all political parties, including the BRS, on
the future course of action.

How has the BRS reacted?

The BRS on its part appears to be guarded
in its response to the accusations. Mr.
Harish Rao, however, defended the
project claiming that the project received
approvals from several statutory bodies,
including the CWC. It also had the
approval of the Cabinet, the papers of
which have not been revealed by the
government. The project was also ratified
by the Assembly when Chief Minister
Chandrasekhar Rao had made a power
point presentation, the first of its kind, on
the Kaleshwaram project, elaborating on
its salient features.

A major allegation that has
surfaced in the construction of
the project was that the
barrages were constructed on
permeable foundations rather
than strong foundations that
can withstand the inflow of
heavy quantum of water.

v

The constitution of a judicial
commission to probe the
lapses in the Kaleshwaram
project was an election
promise of the Congress.

o RIF: MR et WR, HIAYRY (YUTaued foraT), STl TTuifedr 3R Merast Afedl &7 T gidr 8|
. 3R 13 O A 16 ara+ Ths YW o1 R, germarg iR urior &3 &) Toed Iuas SR, Td

3T I JERT AT
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: Ty ferge Riwmg aRareT (kLp) & HeH | Fafafed $y=1 1R faar Sifse:
1. T8 YRS Merasl Tl R fRYd , SeT uTuifgar 3iR Merest Afea &1 TH gidr g

2. 98 g1 $ Ga T dg-WRd fate R dom |

3. 39 URAISHT &1 ga R AfergT o1, {58 a1g ¥ affrsige! RiFidiG foar

SR U U $Y= § @ SH-91/8 98 2/82

(A) pad 1 3R 2

(B) a2 3R 3

(C) I 1 3R 3

(D) 1,2 3R 3

31R: (A)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HTARA foroe [ HMW(KLlp)ﬁwsGﬂﬁuﬁﬂm@nﬁTw R feureT, ARTd
W%ﬂmﬁﬁ RIY f T €1 HROT Pt THieT BT T §9 @R Yoldey H Sdiddal, qR‘c{iﬁTﬁT‘q’
db-1ep! Holgt & SR MU (150 Words)
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The difficult path for Trump’s ‘one big budget bet’

reform that has been implemented in

recent history has been the Department
of Government Efficiency (DOGE) initiative under
the Donald Trump administration in its second
term. The initiative aims to reduce U.S. federal
spending, deficit, debt and interest burden,
streamline government operations, and enhance
government efficiency. The initiative was much in
the news with the appointment of Elon Musk, to
advise and guide the government on the
initiative, and his declaration that the overall goal
is to achieve a leaner government by cutting the
deficit and reducing the number of federal
agencies from over 400 to 99.

T he most debated government downsizing

Root cause of deficit and debt

The need for a smaller government was felt by
the Trump administration due to enormous
government spending and deficits. The size of the
U.S. government, measured by public
expenditure as a percentage of GDP, on average,
was 36.49% from 2001 to 2024, Surprisingly, this
was the smallest among the seven major
advanced economies (MAE). France (56.53%) had
the largest government, followed by Italy
(49.81%), Germany (46.64%), Canada (41.24%), the
United Kingdom (41.09%), and Japan (37.56%).
The size of the government in the U.S. has
remained the smallest among the MAE for most
of the last 25 years.

Yet, overall fiscal balance and government debt
have been higher in the U.S. when compared to
the MAE. In the triennium ending (TE) 2024, the
U.S. had a fiscal balance and debt burden of
(-)6.0% and 119.5% of GDP, respectively,
compared to the figures of (-)4.1% and 108.6%,
respectively, for the MAE. The underlying reason
is the lower revenue collection in the U.S. The
total revenue of the U.S. government as a
percentage of GDP on an average was the lowest
(30.55%) during the period 2001-2022 compared
to France (51.48%), Italy (45.93%), Germany
(44.93%), Canada (39.92%), and the U.K. (36.63%).
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Boosting
government
revenues is
pivotal to
reducing
America’s deficit
and debt
through
DOGE-style
expenditure
reforms

Between 2001 and 2022, the U.S. has clocked the
lowest tax-GDP ratio of 19.27% as against 28.59%
for Italy, 28.12% for France, 27.99% for Canada,
26.89% for the UK., 22.70% for Germany, and
32.74% for OECD countries.

Initiatives and outcomes

The several expenditure reforms the DOGE has
implemented are the termination of unused
federal government office space leases,
cancellation of wasteful contracts, recovery of
misallocated funds, federal workforce
optimisation involving initiatives such as hiring
restrictions, workforce reduction, and offering
voluntary buyouts, deregulatory measures aimed
at ensuring lawful governance and reducing red
tape. There is also Artificial Intelligence-based
monitoring of federal employee activity,
productivity assessment, and detection of
inefficiencies, identifying and consolidating
overlapping functions across departments, and
cutting down overseas humanitarian and
development spending.

DOGE follows a transparent communication
strategy by publicly sharing updates (on X or
DOGE’s portal) on the outcomes. The total
estimated expenditure savings from
contract/lease cancellations and renegotiations,
grant cancellations, fraud and improper payment
detection and elimination, asset sales, employee
reductions and regulatory changes have been
$190 billion, which amounts to $1,180 per
taxpayer. DOGE has made the distribution of
government grants transparent through a
payments portal, which allows citizens to see
recipient-wise payments of federal grants.

DOGE’s Workforce Portal provides information
on the agency-wise size of the U.S. government
civilian workforce.

To streamline layoffs, it has implemented the
“Workforce Reshaping Tool”, a modernised
version of the Pentagon’s Automated Reduction
in Force (AutoRIF) software, which assists in
terminating federal employees based on criteria

such as seniority and performance. So far,
approximately 2,60,000 federal employees have
been laid off, retired early, or accepted buyouts.
Several federal regulations were repealed and
modified, with a cost savings of $30.1 billion due
to reduced regulatory compliance; also, 1.8
million words have been deleted from the rules of
several Federal regulations. DOGE publishes a
unique unconstitutionality index (UI) measuring
the extent of bureaucracy’s role in shaping
federal policy. As per Ul, for every law passed by
Congress in 2024, there were about 19 rules
created by the bureaucracy.

The path ahead

However, DOGE’s journey has seen an
unexpected turn after Elon Musk publicly
disagreed with U.S. President Donald Trump over
the provision incorporated in the much-debated
One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB) for removing tax
credits offered to purchase electric vehicles. The
OBBB is a legislative extension of the DOGE
reform, as it aims to embed multiple fiscal
priorities and DOGE-style government efficiency
reforms into a single federal law. Ironically, by
opposing OBBB, Mr. Musk contradicted his
initiatives as an adviser to DOGE. However, the
bigger challenge facing the DOGE initiative is that
its extended form, the OBBB, is unlikely to
resolve the U.S.s deficit and debt problem, as the
tax cuts proposed in the OBBB far exceed the
spending cuts, leading to an addition of $3.2
trillion to the U.S. national debt over the next
decade.

Currently, the U.S. has the lowest and
below-OECD-average corporate tax rates among
the MAE, lower effective tax rates on the rich,
and tighter secrecy laws that enable tax evasion
by wealthy individuals and corporations.
Therefore, unless efforts are made to boost
government revenues, Mr. Trump’s ‘One Big
Budget Bet’ of reducing America’s deficit and
debt through DOGE-style expenditure reforms is
unlikely to pay off.

O ET T EEIndian Economy
Mains Practice Question
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Context:

SMARDT WBHRT G&rdl fTaHTT (DOGE), S SIHITE ¢ & gk SIS § Y& (6hdT 4T, HT IET INBR Bl
MHR UHI, T Td HH BT 3R T&dl T &1 T b & URME ANieRH #, 39 JUR & T8
Ugdh e P—Uoldl # HHt, Tans MR, sriad H deldl—3mReT & Ioag g 3R H1 ¥ fAued o
TH ATeRid Ja SR & | giaife, oTad faurft ugd o favT i a f9d (0BBB), 3RATd HR Heldl 3R
o ATl & HRUT 37 Il D HHR B BT SIRGH U] Bt g

gEYfH Td wa
DOGE Ugd:
. IEIY: Tl B 3R TS A HH A1, ST BT Jaryd HAT|

. QU 3% T HAl, IRGuRwl & fowpl, sried srgpad, afada o dd, vers-snuiikd R,
URGRId gica|

qTd: 190 3R SIeR (~Ufd BT 1,180 SIeR) |
. BRITd T HUL: TTHT 2.6 TG HHIR] I F U8 YaTHgd, St a1 BRIG- 33T Aol ¥ Jex |
. fafraas d &e: srurem arTd 9 30.1 3R Sier &1 99d; JuIg Fadi ¥ 18 WY Usg g4 Y|
oBBB fadu®:
. DOGE-Rcit & GURI ! Th B H G [y urufiyarsit 3R gerd Sum &1 faurd fowr |
. faaTe; I &1 EV ¢ hfSe geM &1 fR1Y, T 9§ Taid |
o DY AT OBBB H URATAd B Heldl, 39T Herdl F HFH — AT e | 3.2 efera SR

FU1 §G BT A |
nfdfe da
IIHR BT ATPR F9TH ISTH YT FTRA:

. ARSI BT AP TY: 36.49% GDP (2001-2024 37, A Id ffcgarursft (MAEs) & o
|

. R oft, IoTR I TTeT (-6.0%) 3R BT (GDP &1 119.5%) MAE 39d ¥ §GR |
. YOI PRUI: HH IoRG UG |

. 3T T ISRG: GDP BT 30.55% T Wi BT 51.48% TT F&alt BT 45.93% |

. P-GDP 3AJUTH: 19.27% S-TH OECD 3HId 32.74% |
UG B qTd PRP: T HIURCT DR &Y, SERI TR ARH HRAYM, P ARI § TS MI-1d] B |
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fa=aryor
DOGE &1 dTda:
. TRAITEH gerdn 3R AT IR R H gUR |
. TICA & HIegH ¥ Taoi-e 4], AR fay d 3ig |
. gASH® YR | dh-id (Al FRE &1 3w
HUWINAl Td SifE:
. IABIYT SRAGET: OBBB H 39T Heldll, HR PHeldl bl HRUTS -Tg] B Ul |
o TEHIA® fARIY: fTdUR®! &1 UioRIY (O TG HT EV ¢ shige (daTg) |
. ORd deM WR IIffd e |
BT 99
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