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India’s Kabul mission to be upgraded to embassy

I Jaishankar announces this while meeting Taliban’s
Muttaqi; condemns refugee repatriation by Pak.

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia will upgrade its
l ‘technical mission” in

Kabul to the status of
an embassy, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
said on Friday.

The announcement
came during Mr. Jaishan-
kar’s meeting with Amir
Khan Muttaqi, Foreign Mi-
nister of the Taliban admi-
nistration in Afghanistan,
at Hyderabad House. Mr.
Jaishankar also raised In-
dia’s concerns over the
forced repatriation of Af-
ghan refugees by Pakistan
and described “cross-bor-
der terrorism” as a com-
mon challenge to both In-
dia and Afghanistan.

“India is fully commit-
ted to the sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and inde-
pendence of Afghanistan.
Closer cooperation bet-

ween us contributes to
your national develop-
ment, as well as regional
stability and resilience. To
enhance that, I am pleased
to announce today the up-
grading of India’s technical
mission in Kabul to the sta-
tus of Embassy of India,”
said Mr. Jaishankar.

India had shut its em-
bassy in Kabul in 2021 after
the UsS.-led forces with-
drew from Afghanistan.

In an interaction at the
Embassy of Afghanistan,
Mr. Muttaqi welcomed the
decision and said, “We will
send our diplomats to the
Embassy of Afghanistan.”
He clarified that the Tali-
ban may not send an am-
bassador at the beginning.

TTP leader killed

Mr. Jaishankar noted that
India and Afghanistan
share a “common commit-
ment towards growth and

Muttaqi welcomes decision; says diplomats will go to
Afghan Embassy, may not send Ambassador initially

Reaching out: S. Jaishankar with Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi in New Delhi on Friday. ani

prosperity” but cautioned
that “these are endangered
by the shared threat of
cross-border  terrorism
that both our nations face.”
He did not name Pakistan
but urged Mr. Muttaqi to
“coordinate efforts” to
counter the threat.

The meeting took place

hours after an explosion in
Kabul reportedly killed
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) leader Mufti Noor
‘Wali Mehsud, a claim later
denied by TTP sources.

Mr. Jaishankar thanked
Kabul for condemning the
terror attack in Pahalgam
on April 22, which killed 26

Pak. violating
Kabul’s sovereign
territory: Taliban

KABUL

The Taliban regime on Friday
accused Pakistan of “violating
Kabul's sovereign territory”, a
day after two explosions were
heard. The Taliban have
previously accused Islamabad
of border strikes, but this is the
first time they have alleged an
incursion deep into their
territory, calling it an “unpre-
cedented act”. » PAGE 12

people, saying, “We appre-
ciate your sensitivity to-
wards India’s security con-
cerns.” He also reiterated
India’s commitment to fa-
cilitating travel for Afghan
nationals through a new vi-
sa module introduced in
April 2025, with more
medical, business, and stu-

dent visas being issued.

A joint statement issued
after the meeting of the of-
ficials said that scholar-
ships from the Indian
Council for Cultural Rela-
tions (ICCR) and other or-
ganisations are “under ac-
tive consideration” to
enable more Afghan stu-
dents to study in India.

Mr. Muttaqi had earlier
met Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri in Dubai on Janu-
ary 8, where the two sides
discussed the roadmap for
bilateral relations amid
evolving regional develop-
ments. Since assuming
power, the Taliban has es-
tablished diplomatic ties
with several countries, in-
cluding Russia and China.
Mr. Muttagqi arrived in New
Delhi from Moscow, where
he attended the Moscow
Format Dialogue.

Global recognition of
the Taliban government —

Jaishankar says India, Afghanistan share growth
goals; cross-border terror a common challenge

the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan — has been im-
peded by concerns over
the human rights situation
in the country, which did
not feature in Mr. Jaishan-
kar’s remarks. Highlighting
the importance of Mr. Mut-
taqi’s first visit to New Del-
hi, Mr. Jaishankar said,
“...a meeting between us in
person has a special value
in allowing us to exchange
perspectives, identify com-
mon interests and forge
closer cooperation.” The
Minister also announced
six new health projects for
Afghanistan, with details to
be shared soon. India will
gift 20 ambulances to Af-
ghanistan as a “symbolic
step”. The visiting side also
invited Indian companies
to invest in the mining sec-
tor of Afghanistan.

‘WON’T ALLOW TERRORISTS’
» PAGE 3
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Venezuela’s Opposition leader Maria Machado
wins Nobel Peace Prize ‘promoting democracy’

Associated Press
0SLO

Venezuelan  Opposition
leader Maria Corina Ma-
chado won the Nobel
Peace Prize on Friday for
her struggle to achieve a
democratic transition in
the South American na-
tion, winning recognition
as a woman “who keeps
the flame of democracy
burning amid a growing
darkness”.

The former Opposition
presidential candidate is a
“key, unifying figure” in
the once deeply divided
Opposition to President Ni-
colas Maduro’s govern-
ment, said Jorgen Watne
Frydnes, chair of the Nor-
wegian Nobel committee.

Reacting to the honour,
Ms. Machado said she was

Maria Corina Machado is a ‘key, unifying figure’ in the once deeply
divided Opposition to President Nicolas Maduro’s government. AP

confident the Opposition
would succeed in securing
a peaceful transition to de-
mocracy in her country.
“We’re not there yet.
We’re working very hard to
achieve it, but I'm sure that
we will prevail,” she told
Kristian Berg Harpviken,
the director of the Nobel

Institute and secretary of
the Nobel Committee.

Dedicates win to Trump
“I dedicate this prize to the
suffering people of Vene-
zuela and to President
Trump for his decisive sup-
port of our cause!” she la-
ter wrote on X.

“This is something that
the Venezuelan people de-
serve,” Ms. Machado said
in a call with the Norwe-
gian Nobel Institute. “I'm
honored not only by this
recognition, but I'm ho-
nored to be part of what’s
going on in Venezuela
today.”

“In the past year, Ms.
Machado has been forced
to live in hiding,” Mr.
Frydnes said. “Despite se-
rious threats against her
life, she has remained in
the country... When auth-
oritarians seize power, it is
crucial to recognise coura-
geous defenders of free-
dom who rise and resist.”

Mr. Maduro’s govern-
ment has routinely target-
ed its real or perceived
opponents.

Ms. Machado, 58, was

set to run against Mr. Ma-
duro in last year’s presi-
dential election, but the go-
vernment disqualified her.

The crackdown on dis-
sent only increased after
the country’s National
Electoral Council, which is
stacked with Maduro loyal-
ists, declared him the win-
ner despite credible evi-
dence to the contrary. The
election results announced
by the Electoral Council
sparked protests to which
the government respond-
ed with force that ended
with more than 20 people
dead.

Ms. Machado becomes
the 20th woman to win the
Nobel Peace Prize.

(With inputs from AFP)
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Hydropower project on
Chenab gets clearance

The Sawalkote project was first accorded an environmental clearance in 2017; the suspension of

the Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan added momentum to the approval process, says official

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

n apex committee
A of the Environment
Ministry has ac-

corded a fresh environ-
mental clearance to the Sa-
walkote hydroelectric
project, proposed to come
up on Chenab river in
Ramban, Jammu and
Kashmir.

Planned as a run-of-the-
river project utilising the
flow of the Chenab to gen-
erate electricity, it is re-
portedly the first major hy-
dropower project on the
Indus rivers to be accorded
environmental clearance
following India’s suspen-
sion of the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) on April 23,
following the Pahalgam
terror attack.

“The Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC), after ex-
amining the information
submitted and detailed de-
liberations, reiterated its
earlier recommendation
on the project and recom-
mended the proposal for
grant of prior Environmen-
tal Clearance to Sawalkote
H.E. Project,” said the mi-
nutes of a meeting con-
ducted on September 26.

The project was first ac-
corded an environmental
clearance by a designated
committee in 2017, when it

Earliest project: A view of the Salal Dam on the Chenab river in Jammu and Kashmir. AN

was  originally  being
steered by the Jammu and
Kashmir Power Develop-
ment Corporation
(JKPDC). However, the
JKPDC signed a deal with
the National Hydro Power
Corporation (NHPC) Ltd.
in 2021 to build and com-
mission the project and be
effectively in charge of it
until 2061.

Despite the designated
committee’s nod, the Envi-
ronment Ministry could
not clear the project as the
JKPDC could not procure a
forest clearance - which
follows a parallel approval
process. In September
2023, the project was first
accorded a ‘stage 1 forest
clearance’ as per publicly

available records.

While the process of
transferring the project to
the NHPC has been on
since 2021, a slew of appro-
vals from the Central Elec-
tricity Authority and the
Central Water Commission
were accorded in July
2025. Public hearings, re-
quired to be done under
the provisions of the Forest
Rights Act, were done bet-
ween December 2022 to
February 2023.

“The Sawalkote project
was already going through
various stages of approval.
Given its size — though it
does not have a storage
dam - it will be the largest
project of its kind and has
always had certain strateg-

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
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ic importance. The suspen-
sion of the IWT and the
plan to utilise the full po-
tential of the eastern Indus
rivers have added momen-
tum to the approval pro-
cess,” a senior official,
aware of the approval pro-
cess of hydroelectric pro-
jects, told The Hindu, but
declined to be identified.

Project cost goes up
From an earlier estimate of
about 322,000 crore, esti-
mated cost of the project
has ballooned to %31,380
crore.

It is projected to have an
installed power capacity of
1,856 MW and generate
about 8,000 million units
of electricity annually.
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1 fob HRd Gl 1 SIBR (RASMTS) A, 2005 B 20 Ff a¥TTis 71 ET B, T AR RO T
fefdroH® UgiT &1 G &Rl §: ®s JIod Ja-T AN QU3 R T8l d& & Hag g1 SmanT
remsdh a1 o fAfepy 8 a1 1R U Q $7 FHAIR) §1 396 IRUMRGRT 931 T=1 # dfad AHe I
3§, oei R3NS3l ) g B | auf o Gabd § - Bt qwrepl ot - e o ureRfar e

SlaTdcg] Bl PHSIR B ¢ |

6 State-level RTI panels are
defunct; appeals can take
years to be heard: report

The Hindu Bureaun
NEW DELHI

As the 20th anniversary of
the Right to Information
Act, 2005 approaches, ma-
ny State Information Com-
missions (SICs) and the
Central Information Com-
mission (CIC) are either pa-
ralysed or so understaffed
that hearings could take
years to happen, according
to a report by a citizens’
group working to promote
transparency in govern-
ment functioning.

The SICs and the CIC
hear appeals and com-
plaints when citizens are
dissatisfied with the result
of an RTI application.
There were over 2.4 lakh
appeals in 2024.

The latest edition of the
Satark Nagrik Sangathan

wifaw dei gy
. RIS ffufraw, 2005:
. AR & FTaSI-d WA THGRT U HR- & (o FRIGd S aTel Sagiiie S|

(SNS)’s annual assessment
shows that six SICs — Jhark-
hand, Himachal Pradesh,
Telangana, Goa, Tripura
and Madhya Pradesh -
were defunct for varying
periods of time between Ju-
ly 1, 2024 to October 7,
2025 as no new Commis-
sioners were appointed
upon the incumbents de-
mitting office.”

The SICs of Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh, Tamil Nadu and Bi-
har are functioning with-
out a full strength of
Commissioners.

Meanwhile, the Central
Information Commission,
which  hears appeals
against RTI responses to
Union government organi-
sations, is functioning with
only two Information Com-
missioners, with nine va-

$% 3R T TR TR AT ST B RG] B |
ST TRERIAT, Saece! YRR BT 3R YPHR B HH T

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

cancies, including for the
Chief Information Commis-
sioner, and hearings can
take over a year to come
up.

The backlog is mount-
ing, with Commissions on-
ly able to dispose of 1.8 lakh
cases in a year with 2.4 lakh
appeals. In some States,
the current speed of hear-
ings taking place is far slow-
er: the SNS’s report “shows
that the Telangana SIC
would take an estimated 29
years and two months — a
matter filed on July 1, 2025
would be disposed [of] in
the year 2054.”

Over 4 lakh appeals and
complaints were pending
as of June, with Maharash-
tra (95,340), Karnataka
(47,825) and Tamil Nadu
(41,059) with the largest
outstanding backlog.
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. DA AT TN (Henge):
. $%WBR P U & R srditet iR Rieradl o gar gl
o T AT T + a1 STad| bl erd H|
o XTST GIAT 3TN (SIC):
. T TR IREI3TS Rravrrat 3R srdtal § fac|
. ST D G- LI T + 5T a1 | b 3reaeran H|
o« BT YT IUT:
. PUfd (e, RsauTd ([THsrE ) gRI g g |
. o FmEHS YR w3 & e Fid erfer sk Wl
gdu= wey (AR fafreard)
. ffSpa sic: 38 I - SRWS, fewrad e, AT, Md, QR SR 78 U= - 3 Jas 2024 3R
AR 2025 & §Id DI 3 MYfad ol B & HRUT SIC BT I R A FAfepg o faar .
. SHifRIP FU Y BTH B dTell THIMS T HAIch, HERTY, AFeTg, faeR - gl o1 Gt T & fam
HTH PR 5
. Tremset Ul g & 10 B Sifard T B ¥ had &l el & 91 S HR @ 8
. B IHANT:
e 2024 T 2.4 TG U GRR &1 TR |
. 3TN AT Had 1.8 ARG AHG! BT USRI B bl § — dfSd ATHS! Pt ST T STl
gl
. JTERT: AT SIC BT 2025 B SRR U Bl 8 HRA T 29 el T Tehd! g |
.  TSY-WRI §fdd (S 2025):

. HBRIY: 95,340
. HACH: 47,825
o QHEATS: 41,059

Hed:

A & forg

. IR AHBdIAG SaEaa! & g ANRSD! & S & HABR BT AT HRAT — ASAYTI 3|

. TN & HHGIR HHBNS I TIH! H a5 HH g I ]
ATl & i

. focifad ordficl UPER foRTeh USRI & FU H SRCI3MS B THIEGRAE B HH Hcl ¢ |

. ARG Bt Rreprrdl &1 T et forar ST §, o SeamieRt siftieRT de uga guifad gk ]
UReRfAr 3R dlwdd & fig

. IR-BROHD THIMSH! R RAGIdl & FHGIR TR |

. T8 3IWE 19 (1) (@) — HTVUT SR TG Bt WA B UG BT Ieeia- Bl &, Tl a1 ol

IR 3ifirefad o) Tadsar ¥ ST g3 B |
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. Rfaaat siR sisxzeIith T, Iy W Hgfaaal &1 srvmE|

o YR U arEl gEa dfed, FueE R 9gd &Y

o URINTd HHSIRT: HA Wradd, geidy arumn|

o SIAP UARIY: SRS TaaH I Holgd HRA o (oY g d WRDR|
forep:
IRET3MS HTAFTH HRATT derdaa # T UfdeTid GUR UT, Afhd 39! THIaRiad &I TR-Srafdd STaN
3R ggd dfad ATl & HRUT HH BT o1 38T || 3REVIMS B U Wb IUH0T 94 Ig1 & e, THg W
fgfaaai, Taie e, ufsharstt o1 fSieaiaur iR TR WEIdT & Aoigd BT ATaH § | SRCISS
AT BT WY Y IR W HRAT dibda B dlebd 3R U H IReRIar &) a=ifdr 81

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

WY I BT USRI, 2005 & Hay T FyfciRad & I &9 91 HUH ol o7
1. 98 HAIg 3R AoT LI AN Bt RITIAT BT YT HRT ¢ |

2. ST 1 FIgfeRT sHasT: JIFUfe 3R ISauTal gRT Bt Sl |

3. Ig WA & 3fJwdq 32 & dgd U aUTHd® ISR g

faweu:

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3R: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
Y: "Y1 D1 HABR ST URSRIAN G B H T Hid BT U YT, <1 a1 AT o Ridaat
3R Tfed AMHE & HRUT 3D BT B THR FAAD! &1 1 BT US 8T 8| TR U § 7af 1|
(150 TVeq)
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P STy Rebls S (NCRB) A 3fUT 2023 1y RUIE IR Y, Fored WRd & IHRA S(OR1Y Yo W
YT STC 41 8 | STafd $d 8T & HIHE! H B! TS (-2.8%), ST SIS (T8 & RIamd roRref
¥ fRiarST 28.8% P1 3G B3 © 3R AR AR H 31.2% P IS g3 & | T I HHSIR THeE! H T,
ST Yac 3R IHIS U1 & SR H fofdng der avd § |

Rifas dgd (ggyf) Cri "
Tefenzd rime patterns
* The 2023 NCRB report shows rise in

o 113 ]:H'ra'q a; dgd 1986 f[ Rmﬁ(_'” cybercrime and crimes against tribals
he National Crime Records Bureau’s an-
. WY ST (SMEURT + AW SR WTg HT) THa a4l g, Tnﬁaliﬁﬁﬁis oo rimes and prison statn

tics have to be read with a strong caveat —

ﬁ'&zaw W %’ th Wﬁlﬁ W % | most of the numbers cannot be compared bet-

ween States because they are largely dependent

. . . . . upon the registration/reporting of crimes in the

e HRA H 3MRTY, THRHB A, ATHSIATA 3R S P G| st place. However, certain niationalrends and
! ! v sharp year-on-year changes within States can still

15T} a—nﬁ'a; w m Il %- | reveal meaningful patterns that could demand
policy intervention. The recent NCRB report for

. 2023 — delayed by a year — points to a worrying

° w&m éz'l‘ aﬂ' m trend of postponed surveys, reports and even the
Census under the current Union Government.

g o But there are also three telling numbers: the 2.8%

° :ﬂﬁ ﬁnfa’[&n’ W q'a?'fv_-[ :Cﬂ—q-q-m'[ &ﬁ'{ Qﬁ'?,[ah_cﬁ&n' GI]  decrease in murder cases across the country; a
! ! staggering 28.8% surge in crimes against Sche-

B-q-m-rl' 1%7—2:”' \_Tn?ﬂ- %’ I duled Tribes (ST), and a 31.2% increase in cyber

crimes. While the decrease in murder cases will

come as a relief to law enforcement — most of the

° &rqﬂa' ETEWT_C" Gh? B"].lﬁ {gd{\l arﬂ' g G-q G| Cb{:' ﬁ' q dd h¥dl %’ | cases pertain to disputes, personal vendetta or

enmity and “gain” — the other two numbers are

g g . alarming. The steep rise in crimes against STs is

° a?ﬂa:ﬁ: m%{ 32 | W ﬁ q-lli ]| m ER' ﬁ-Q-T_\Y a’;qz” % (W- largely due to the ethnic violence in Manipur,
. . with the registered numbers jumping from just
Raiféasftar-Raifén geted &1 yuifad el )| onein 20230 3399 n 2023 _ which s more f

fective government could have mitigated. Mad-
. hya Pradesh and Rajasthan also recorded signifi-
° m a‘lﬁ’ cantly high crime rates against tribals suggesting
their vulnerability in the central Indian States.
=2 g g . This is not a new phenomenon; previous NCRB
o tl'l?ﬂ:h m, 201 2 - a:f &Wiﬁ @- a?cﬁ W W&WT I reports have highlighted higher crime rates in re-
gions with significant tribal populations.

3 ”g_(ﬂ- 3|-f€|-ﬁ-q1:[ ﬂ-:\)-h- 3 m With greater Internet penetration across the
b 1 2000 + ?'I:I- - El |5 a E u l country, there has been an increase in cyber-
~ ~ crime, particularly related to financial fraud and

‘31 a a ! %l a i;-' | I a i ﬁ a | Q [ l| ) \31 I §| I ﬁ! I ]:l sexual exploitation. Anecdotally, it is evident that

¢ / 31 j{j\l d d sl d (31 (q Kl { ! these numbers must have gone up even further
W " aﬁ- %- in the last two years with the greater use of digital

1 989 - q&”‘ as zE” I financial instruments in daily transactions and in-
vestment. While policing has tried to keep up

aﬁlq-lq ﬂ?{‘l—f (ﬂ-qmr\y mﬂ]ﬁ - NCRB 2023 ﬁ'@é) with the growing menace of cybercrime, with

specialised cells, the ubiquitousness and deepen-
ing spread of digital crimes require more sophis-

° W m tication and dedication by the police to tackle

them. Crimes against children rose by 9.2% in

2023 — with the offender known to the victim in

° ER:”- $ ]:quai l 28% | 96% of the cases. While the increase could be a
function of improved reporting across States, the

-q-%a-l- r W 3OS o m Eg’%ﬁ @- W TR high number (1,77,335 cases) suggests that States

i G‘h- % ?'I- T 04 A) u must work on a war footing to sensitise children
about these crimes and inappropriate behaviour

T 1 49%) . by adults. A subset of these crimes could also in-
clude the application of the POCSO Act in the

N - 3 = N ¥  case of consensual adolescent relationships and
. SE=Cl| % At &FCITT‘U T 92% (1,77,335 J'||J'|Q'1, 96% H[HA] ﬁ this is an area that needs to be carefully handled
by the prosecuting and policing agencies. Report-

3-|'CRT ?.ﬁ d I Ig a a‘ﬁ \_)‘| |'_'| | Gﬂ?ﬂ' %IT) | ed crimes against women registered a modest in-

crease of 0.4%, but this masks a 14.9% spike in

. YR SHefaal (@) & fEare SR i protem. e poining (03 perssent s
« 12023 ¥ 28.8%.
. TR ¥ Srd G491 & SR SS! 9fg (@TH 2022 F 1 9 dgdx 2023 T 3,399 81 10) |
. T Y 3R ISR H Ht I SIRTY TR o DI T3 ©, SN SSIIg Hegdl & &It 8
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. JIER AWRTY
e 12023H31.2%]
. e foxig dRaTySt 3R I =iwor § Iefd |l
. TE e Ugd 3R fEfored foxita ST 9 ofvd|
. YR gHifaat: Sexe & gdadt yefd, SrRIfiay &t A, e urR & qe|
Hodd:
A & fae
. O R O, AIR) & EE H B - a1 Bl gHIfE! B g=itdT B
o IR IWRY F e & TN 3faRTd o) 37 HaT gl
PUAR IYg! & forg
. SFIYfId ST SfATER, faRi= SR ffa & srafties ¥uds # g
. Tiql 3R ggol (oY Sy S Hisel STl & davig o= 3R Hiean SRRMEd s g8 & |
ifa fafor & fore
. ORI AR SIRTY IHISAT, BRRIS &l 3R SRedwdl A St HTaRIH IR SR fear
. SRl o fore qer SeTid YRem 9 & A W USRI Sel
Aot
. Y RUifé iR fadfad Ser Tiitemet 2023 RUid & 1 a8 &t ¢ g3
. g emar: oAt ® yaf f3fea gfefin otera o ot 31
. RS & sreTerdl B STURIYS HHdl Bt URI USHt|
. MRS e TR Gool g, STfd-Smemid f&am iR e s
forep:
TSRS 2023 ROIE YR &) oI aRAfdb s &1 U g1 Hefe garsh & fiRmae o 38 8, AR
IRTY SR ST & Ryars sroRrel & doit ¥ gie gierRi, =m faavun ok armnfore qRem # davTd gur
@1 T TRl 81 B 3R TARIT §AE I/ 3R AT FAE @ & 1T TRINTA &l DI AT B,

fefored gfeRiT # GuR o531 SiR FHSIR Wg! & fore qumaeh 2 gRfda o= gats myfiesdr gt
Eliy

UPSC Mains Practice Question
Y: "TAHISRE! 2023 & 3idbs] ¥ Udl Iaidl g o SYd SHaal & RIdn (ORI 3R AgaR S{ORTe
T TRATS g g3 g1 Sfaffed HRUT R Il &3 3R 39 ¥ H YR Pt MRS 1T YUITel B Aotgd
B P U Y| (150 Teq)
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The real need is a holistic demographic mission

demographic mission, has become a topic

of controversy in social and political
circles. While the stated mission was limited to
monitoring undocumented immigration from
Bangladesh and its implied demographics in
India’s border regions, a holistic demographic
mission seems to be the need as the nation is at
the demographic crossroads. The most populous
nation, with a large youth demography,
undoubtedly becomes a matter of global envy
and local pride. The demographics have never
assumed significance in policy circles except for
its relevance in population control. Demographic
diversity is a blessing in disguise to sustain India’s
population well into the next century. Reading
India’s demographics may not essentially be
limited to the country per se but has to be in
relative terms with other global regions.

T he announcement on August 15, 2025, of a

Need for a broader scope

A demography mission requires examining the
kind of demographic transformation that has
taken place over the last two decades.
Demographic imaginations relating to the three
demographic components of fertility, mortality
and migration are quite limiting but have broader
implications towards regional distribution of the
age-sex composition of population and
households. The agenda of a demography
mission should not necessarily be limited to
reading the future of demography but in
recognition of emerging population features in
terms of capabilities such as education, health
and livelihood features alongside the evolving
institutions in response to the migration
transition. From a human capability standpoint, a
demography mission needs to address the

S. Irudaya Rajan

is Chair at the
International Institute
of Migration and
Development (IIMAD),
Kerala

is Honorary Visiting
Professor at the
International Institute

of Migration and
Development (IIMAD),
Kerala

A true
demography
mission needs
to examine
India’s various
transformations

imbalanced infrastructure to generate human
capabilities across regions. Consider the case of
education and skill capabilities or a ‘dream India’
emerging as a skill capital in the world — the
educational infrastructure remains skewed across
regions and is not in keeping with middle class
aspirations. This results in inequities with the
affluent being able to achieve things as against the
less affluent failing to do so.

Issue of migration

While there have been major advances on the
fertility and mortality fronts, migration seems to
be a major population balancer across regions.
Hence, policies need to be in place to make the
choice of migration equal for everyone. But then
the political discourse on migration is quite
adverse within India. Despite the constitutional
guarantee of a free mobility of individuals across
all States, migrant identity is often threatened on
various grounds. First, this is not a stated identity
but rather a constructed one. Therefore, the
protection of such an identity should ideally rest
with the state rather than the individual.

Another complexity is the home and host
attribute which needs to have an equal stake
apart from the individual who is a migrant. The
current political discourse on this subject is on
disenfranchising migrants from their right to
voting at home as they do not qualify to be the
‘usual resident of the place’.

The same right could perhaps be bestowed on
them by the host place, where they are equally
disenfranchised. This raises a question on
whether migrants face a constant battle of
belonging. Resolving this puzzle that internal
migrants confront should be the agenda of a
demographic mission which should strive to

restore migrant rights.

On longevity

The changing demography also poses other
puzzles such as growing longevity and the
provisioning of social security. There is sincere
engagement on this issue to redefine ageing and
economically productive years of life, where the
young and the old equally remain productive as
long as they remain healthy and active. The other
implication of social security protection being the
sole responsibility of the state needs a relook as
well, with employers preparing employees to
remain financially secure for their non-earning
years of life. The entire scene of provisioning of
social security needs a rethink with there being
extended years of life.

Recognition of changing demographics is
perhaps necessary in all possible planning, policy
making, evaluation and monitoring. While there
are plethora of indicators being made available to
celebrate progress and achievements, one
wonders whether they are able to account for
changing demographics. When it comes to
allocation and provisioning too, demographics
should dictate the priorities. Unfortunately, the
per capita hangover continues to prevail which
ignores the composition of the population in the
denominator. A demography mission’s
foundation lies in the demographic sensitisation
of a whole lot of intellectual discourse on
mainstreaming, marginalisation and inclusion.
Demography is not a mere discipline to offer a
retrospective and prospective dimension of
population. It is the foundation to build the future
of humanity with a suitable alteration in
strategies in keeping with the evolving global
order.

GS. Paper 1-[IGIE LRI CH
UPSC Mains Practice Question i EGITC LRGN TR K RITE R G G L
TSTaRIT 3R ST A3 UR Hisd Te 0T ST 14 A== ST srazaddr
TR Tt FIfEI" (150 Words)

Heaf:
15 3T, 2025 P, YR 3 T U SRS 1T {2 o) 990 o1, S JReT Y I IS 3R Sarad el
T Y SuarE &t ARET R Hfaa §1 g, faswi &1 ad § 6 YRa & te I SAaifegsig
AR & STa=aHhdl § S Uo &, T &R, UaH, 39 e 3R &3 samarsil &t g gifadl ol
FHTY R & fou STEe 0 @ W gl gar & Ty 3ifde ferdt arel AP & U H, HRd B
ST Y U ST Aiftr 3R Iy =afell I & = H 8
wifaw wedt gy

o SRS ST WRTT BT S, S Uo+ &dl, 9o % 3R WA &1 Ugi miad g

o YR BT FAHIRIADTT ATHI:

. YRA T g1 3 I SSI AT G (~ 65% 35 T I HH) ¢
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DB SY DI AT (15-64 TH) & 2041 T 9T WR Ugd- & G 5|
. TP ITANT HRA P foTE ISR, R, T 3R A1 GRET BT SHTIRIHdT il 8 |
. V@ gt
. SN B W T (o1 SaTe! H g |
o SRS TaRA R & SHARAD T i |
. DI R R FTAH IS G BT faHN |
gaa de (@9 I U gg)
1. TYPH RIX BT ATTLADAI

. SFNIRG®! Had UG & AHHR & IR H 8 8, S 3y faavur, &g fafgearsit o emarsit
(e, Prere, W) & IR A o g

o il B SFwiReTe uRad | astg srdarst o ufafdfad e anfsul
2. 9draqd
. TaRE Ot & § U T SMNiRI®Id a1 & © 0 H SHR G 8

He:

Tfa=iaar & Gaue iftieR & STacie Tar Uga &I SR Wavl — |
. JoHIfdS UaE YR &Y AR I dfeid &Rdl 8 (IS8T & [T, AaeH HfYSR, "qrH=
ot fRfa) |
. TS & ARR FATR! DY IS 3R 1% 9 I TR R IWd B
o TP TANIRSD I A=A T UaRi WRef0T 3R THIHR0T [N ST A1
3. dufyg 3k g
. TG SiTa YT AT JREM 3R U yumferdt & forg gifaat Uer et Bl

. U ATSd I & JHYA W 9gd 31w R axar §; HHAal H1 Jargha & e TR #A
aral fFriadmaft & A1 U T Hisd &t MIhdl g |

. Sl & e Iaree a¥ guffil b M dieE &) R uRviid - g
4. =fiferra FAfgard
. SFNIR! HI g, Aifd AT AR iR gegied § wnfira faar s Al
JHTAR, BRI 3R fafaedt & G — SHuiRege i Yadidhrul & Saadhdl ¢
Hodd:
YIRd & ferg
AT HIRA R AR TR &M Do PR SRS I ATHIRT Ul HR- H Aeg Bl gl
. SfidRe sHFars @ v, gfRare gie @t wHl) @ G HRar ]l
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. G SMEE Fg & 1Y W qrTfore JREM AT dar gl
A & fog
. Wy, e, AR 3R Y- Hifaal &Y Siew ardr 999 gl Ue &l gl
. SIS & e & forT BfSd, sreapifers Joiifdd efddIu § a1 offdl |
afye dgy & forg
. HRA, AT & G iU SMETd dTcl AP &b FU H, TGRS AR & T U Aisd gl bl g
. ISP SHIRHABI Hifcral 5 STORY, ¥ U 3R 3M1fdieh TIHI Y UHIfdd Helt 8 |
ot

o OHAP AAGIRITEdT: TarI 3R SR 984 BT SRR ISTITIHRUT [T ST g |
o BTG MR TAHRSIGIT FASH T HHASIR Iod-RT &HAT |
. MG SRHFAN: T &, FRI&T 3R W ¢@HTd | &3 SHHTd|
o RN HHCIRG: T bald GHGUD STHIRSTD 1 TR0 Bt S|
e

HRd T SRS TRE TR TS g1 IS =0T a1 SHE8 & BRI Th Jaiuf & rvafe
BT | T Y SHYIRSAD I UM &1 UoT+ &I, o] &%, TaH, 39 96+ 3R &3 SRHarsii & gaifid
HRAT AU T e, DI, W, SMSHfadhT 3R ARG JReT B AIfa7d e & Tohigd &1 a1y,
Tg gFTEd o=A1 A1t o YR &1 SHuiReges 1 fafaedr Te gt & S9Ig Ue ! didhd & Se |
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