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ARG & favaeR ford & ga-ornsd ¥ gfeid Sl dd Ugd &l 3ds DR didl 10 B $i laR &
fmfor 3 Sfa senika Yeud SR gFAK! USRI ¥ dfd 31 & SIRIYI & o4 a1 g1 Jaidh GIaR &l
MYSRSG IR TR o Yy R gH &1 ara1 fovan S1aT g, R SRidhd 39 "SRYRI &1 daR” & U &
afofd #xd &, ST HaUT JR&M SUR & dTaslg YR THTS & §1 T8 S STe3f @1 SoR ol ¢ |

Dalit residents allege ‘untouchability

wall’ blocklng access in Tamil Nadu

M. Nacchinarkkiniyan
TIRUVARUR

A 200-metre-long wall
blocking a common path-
way in Valangaiman town
panchayat of Tamil Nadu’s
Tiruvarur district has trig-
gered allegations of caste
discrimination.

The wall, nearly 10 feet
high, was erected three
years ago at Kovilpathu in
Valangaiman, bordering
Pathiripuram in Virupa-
chipuram panchayat. Ko-
vilpathu and Pathiripuram
house over 1,000 Dalit fa-
milies, which say the clo-
sure of the pathway has
forced them to walk an ad-
ditional kilometre via the
main road for daily needs.

The road was a two-km
stretch connecting their
settlements to Valangai-
man’s primary and higher
secondary schools, rice
mills, government hospi-
tal, and police station.
More than 800 school-go-
ing children have been di-
rectly affected.

The wall, nearly 10 feet high, was erected about three years ago at
Valangaiman in Tamil Nadu’s Tiruvarur district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Most residents are daily
wage workers and they say
the longer route adds both
time and costs to their al-
ready strained lives.

“For household errands
and shops, this was the
shortest path. Now, we are
forced to take detours,”
said Manimegalai R., an el-
derly resident.

According to local acti-
vists, dominant caste
groups tacitly support the
wall. “There is fear that if
Dalits have free access,

then property rates in the
new layout will drop. We
see this as an untouchabil-
ity wall in all but name,”
said Murali K., district pre-
sident of the Tamil Nadu
Untouchability Eradica-
tion Front.

Plot developer ]. Jeka-
bar Ali, however, denied
the charge. “This is patta
land belonging to me, not
a common pathway. There
is a conspiracy to defame
me. There are other walls
around the Dalit settle-

ment - not just mine,” he
told The Hindu.

Official response

A peace committee meet-
ing was held on Septem-
ber 26, 2024 by the then
Valangaiman Tahsildar.
The meeting recorded that
a wooden footbridge exist-
ed for public use before
the wall was built. Resolu-
tions called for a PWD sur-
vey to verify encroach-
ment. However, they
remain unimplemented.

Tahsildar K. Om Sivaku-
mar said he wrote to the
Special Tahsildar (Adi Dra-
vidar Welfare) to inspect
the land and take steps if
found to be an encroach-
ment. District Revenue Of-
ficer B. Kalaivani said she
would inquire into the
matter and take necessary
steps.

“This appears to be a
personal property dis-
pute. No complaint re-
garding  untouchability
has reached us,” said P. Ta-
milmaran, DSP, Nannilam.
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Hic B dgH

1. ¥ (2024-25):
o oI I Ugd 200 Hiex dalt SR wet &t 18 off, fore ifaerary otk wiigRe & gferd ufvart
o fQIU U 1S IR 3fa%g B T T
o 1,000 ¥ 3fYH Tferd AR 3R 800 T 31w W d ofH a1l &=l e R IR THTfad §U & |
o THdl, SRTAEl 3R HRIRIA! & Y e HTaNTHA Th SHfaiRad fhaiex dar 8l T gl
2. qrHTfore-3fe guTa:
o Frard, g1 = § e 3a Hinft 4, THa ik facia g # 9fE @ Roid & B
o 3RIY g fob ug sfa g aferdl @ o= of ufaefid & iR yfft/Auiy & geul &1 el
A & fore far &1 gudH R |
3. SMfereTie ufafear:
o Tifa AT Bt do (RIdeR 2024) A AR A0 I Ugd TH 30 ddhat & Hefaol & Rdd ol
iR fea|
o foram siftremiieat 3 Tderor o1 e fea, dfer Fraf<uH dfed g
o RN ey A SRIUT DI dawell g1 &d gU 54 Huft faarg SR faar, 7 f gemgd|

wifas ggyfar

. YIS UaYH:
o STEG 17: YT BT S|
o 3TEE 15(2): WASHd I I Ugd H NeHTd HI Ui Bl g
o 3TWG 21: Sia 3R HfGTd WAl 1 & H o SMaTolg! &1 SHUHR M ¢
« DI YRET SUTT:
o MRS HIYBR TRE0T HfAFATH, 1955
o IATYferd S 3R SFIfad SHonfd (SfamR faron sifaifad, 1989
. H’&I’FFTEWQ-T
o I H I BT AR (IR0 & Y, Hge H IUTRH AR, 2008) Bl ST & SATHI & 14
9d H BT AT @1 3|
[ WIFﬁ
o TSR SIYfRId ST SN (I &1 RIbTadl &1 S B BT SHUBR e T 3|

Hiferey uigesd

o 3G 17: SRYRGA BT I |
. Ui Sifafgs: dRisiR siffad (1955), Tadl/aget fafaad (1989) |
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e HY WS IUTPRY HRE did, ARG (2008) |
o 3R FAoh Hufy faare 99 grdwifAe Jnf sifder|

q@1 fazawor

1. DI URd & S1faira dguTa:
o HaYTHe JRET IUMT & STacle, Hifdd srersll & A1y ¥ RATe ed okl § |
o aferdl o1 TfcRiterdr o ufdefid B arelt laRk UdidbTas SR ¥ IR WIS 3Gl Dl
RG]
2. A 3R yRmafS ufafear:
o Nifa Iffa & uaral & Hra-aud # ¢ TS SSdl &l ISR HRd1 3
o YoM 7 IRIUT B fdTd faare Idtex Wiiksl o far §, S Gaufe Afdwdr & eaeik
IRAT G
o g THY H R e, tesgg! ademit 3R forar sif¥ieTial &t yiier Agayuf g1
3. PR SR fawrT yua:
o e & PR (3T 21A) B UHIfAd HRAT & 3R 800+ T=! B! de Id W TA & forg
ToeR fordT ST g |
o THET % TG 3R AN | 3G & HRUT ¢ da U STHD! Bt it wHfad gidt g
o TP a3l (T, ST, gPbHI) db Ugd IR Ufdee TS dfigshR &1 T ¥0 g |
4. ydiwarg 3R AeHIAS A=
o fauel ga SR BRIl 39 AfATd TS HI Tl IHIES T1E Gard g
o Yf¥r famr fifadt & THm et FeFeiR. qrfiie O R ard S|

e

TETISE "SRG $I flaR” fdarg Haa T R Y faare 781 8, sfcs URd &1 PR ifa-smeniad
qreft &1 ufafad g1 S Isg AR 3 ofg = aR & §, dRaE § ¢ Jaue Smewif ik st
IRdfdem s & S ot Ts B I@IHd B! g HRA b Abdis R fasmras =Pair - fasfa yRd
2047 — B! T I & T, Wifae 3R e Sl a8 B! SaR! B dIg-T TaRIH gl
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: R Hfaur & Fafafed yauHt w faar sife:

1. 3TE 15(2) TP, TR 3R Jraoi(eb T b Ugd H HaHTd B! Ul eid Bl |

2. AT 17 GG P FHIE Hl § 3R [l Ht T T S0 gy R A Al 5|

3. 3G 23 Sia SR AT Wad B YRET BT YTaUT= BT 5|

SR B Y B AT WS- AN I Gord] &1 Ugd Pl HTeG B D e, 9 1Y aRk IR TRIRTS g2
(a) had 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(©1,29R3

(d) had 1

3TR: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question : Social Issues & Indian Polity

UY: UM BT HAPR 3R SRYI P Y HRAT WA o YRR MRl a4 g4
SiesHRur gue & TeH # 39 SRRl & o9 @1 H RHG INA 3R IT9 TR &1 YfiST 3
AT Sfid B | (250 Teg)

UPSC Mains Practice Question : Social Justice

UY: Sfd I GlaRI ot Hifde 19T 9 dhdd AHIvie HeHTd &1 Udid g, dicd JHIARN 9o
AFATISRI &I Ht HHSR Bl & | YR H rgfad snfaat & foe daenfe wraemi 8iR B YRem Uil &
TP H 39 HYF BT IV B | (250 TeT)
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Page 03 : GS 2 : International Relations / Prelims

S Ror-ufym fie mermR & o YRR AT &t giferar UfRreror dHT YR &1 Tl Heifa @ Aeied FRA B
fa=n o te meayul e 71 Rgfae @pi) iR AR & JHaddl §6ie Sid SR Sarad! AT & 91y Jgad
3N & 1Y, YR 7 3T HENITR BB & d8d MU ded! Ai-e Ugd, URaed sfaRuama-iadm 3R

& RRTT & Ufd Ufdegl 1 UagiH fobar
Hc A dgH

1. gf¥feareq (RideR 2025):
T R SR InEdiTy
%zﬁ R giu opidieRt am)
|
o SMETATY U ARIRN & U1 34
g
o SSTALY Wa- I 3RT AR &
garadl AT & SRS SMTsdy
HIAT Geford & 1Y T AN 31
foa|
2. HIRA-TH HHS! WEUNT:
WW$W FS Nivose
R U% HRT 31T (PASSEX) &
1Y WHTd foam |
o Tafafiar wig-cfH, Tgad SEfdT
3N, W ISR
o HRAR T & aRky sifererieal 3
&g JRam ok Wiiw & Iy
TeaT TR BRI HHS] & 1Y
CIGEISKIl
3. YRA-ARNIRNY qaa:
TSI faadt Sk AN ®ike
TS SR & 1y Tgad T=d 3R
$gore TR
o I WRIY It 3 Tl YR&m |

Navy strengthens maritime
ties with France, Mauritius
through joint exercises

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ships of the Indian Navy’s
first training squadron
(ITS), INS Tir and ICGS Sa-
rathi, arrived at Réunion is-
land, while INS Shardul
reached Port Louis, Mauri-
tius, on September 8, as
part of their training de-
ployment in the southwest
Indian Ocean Region.

At Réunion island, the
ships were welcomed by
French Navy ship FS Nivose
with a ‘passage exercise’.
The visit features profes-
sional interactions, includ-
ing cross-training visits,
joint diving exercises, and
sports fixtures, furthering
the India-France naval
partnership. The senior of-
ficer of the 1TS, also called
on the French Naval Base
Commander and the Com-
mandant Supérieur des
FAZSOI, with discussions
centred on regional securi-
ty, future joint exercises,
and maritime cooperation.

The INS Shardul con-
ducted joint patrolling and
Exclusive Economic Zone
surveillance with MCGS
Victory and a Mauritius
Coast Guard Dornier, be-
fore arriving at Port Louis.

During the port call, the
N

INS Shardul, a landing ship tank of the Indian Navy, arrives at Port
Louis in Mauritius. X/@INDIANNAVY

Commanding Officer of
INS Shardul met the senior
Mauritian leadership, reaf-
firming the strong bonds of
trust and professional
cooperation between India
and Mauritius, the Indian
Navy said.

The concurrent port of
calls of the ITS highlight In-
dia’s commitment to “mar-
itime collaboration, and re-
gional stability, aligned
with the vision of MAHA-
SAGAR”, and the Indian
Navy’s enduring role in
building bridges of friend-
ship across the Indian
Ocean Region, the Navy
said in a statement.

The INS Surat, the In-

dian Navy’s latest indige-
nous guided missile des-
troyer, mission deployed in
the north Arabian Sea, par-
ticipated in a passage exer-
cise with ITS Caio Duilio,
an Andrea Doria class des-
troyer of the Italian Navy,
on September 7.

The exercise featured
complex tactical ma-
noeuvres, aircraft tracking,
seamanship  evolutions,
communication drills, and
flying operations, includ-
ing cross-deck helicopter
landings. The PASSEX con-
cluded with a ceremonial
steampast, where the two
navies exchanged tradi-
tional courtesies at sea.
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faym 3ik WA &1 gfd 31|
4. YRd-gedl AT FIadia:
o SMSUATY QR 3R 3MZCIey HI3N ol 4 ARG JGram, Add s, famm i iR
PHI-S®H gAIDIPR TdTe o T IAd IR PI 3iod |
o TP UG WHURE & T1 GHIUA 3T

wfes ggyyfH
. YRA P TGS Helfa:
o HRAT TR i HETIR & (3MS3MR) & T Yeg YR& YTl & &Y & HT1 Bt 3
o Td UE: SAGAR (&3 T Tuft & o TqRefm SR fawm), HermR faoH, ffRm IR Amda erad
3R IOR Tt TR T8R =
o OER® Ya:
o AGTA gy (whiN): Gférr-ufdm ffe R & e SR |
o AR YR BT Adead It UFiER; SFTeT €10 URaieHT (WRd gaTs Ugt 3R gfaensft &1
9T HR @1 7) H Heayul|
o R ST
o PASSEX: ex3iTRISferct 3 forg uid fafdie & SR oY S|
o TBUL YRA-WIY fguela A enam|
o CORPAT: fgg HENITR &7 & Is0l (G4, ARIRN, JRIew, ATdeid) & a1y gHf-ad T |

Hifersy ufsed

o SSUATY IR: AT & Ugd UTRI&U Wh1S &1 TG STgTsl |

. IMEUTY UG dfeT Y ¢F ([@auych), SHIR G e |

o STSTATY QRA: FA-aH WM Wioide 1581 MRS - Hasd [awy® |

. PASSEX: Sc3ITORfSferdt & gorR & fore 98w TaRargs|

o SATAT g @RIRN): YRd X0 giaersii &1 fae s @18 |

. [I5F AR 991 HETITR: WIR = &1 WRET, HeNIFR = fawaiiRd Igs! IRigRt 3R fRURdT|

g@ faxauor
1. IUFITa® ATHERT BT TG HIAT:
o TP & WY JId fEe HERITR ¥ Ueh T fHart Tfad & 1Y HRA Bt Wit &1 3R T
AT g
o AR & 1Y FeaT §Iu AP & foIT U fayatg sl FREM HIIGR & U H HRd &1 YfHebT
DI IR HRT g |
o Zedll & WY JIddd URURS HITGRT & TR GRIUTT A1 & W1 dad! Ugd &1 ddbd ol g
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2. TSl Y& I ety fRuR:
o AR # Tgad TR 3R Sgois R et srfoqawit TRefur & 9@t 8 3R 3Megy (31aY,
3Rgferd, SHafd) Tad! ghe &1 GhIae Hdl g
o fRe TemrR &7 o Tdl sahdt Aeft, B faRiedt 3R 3ruer gd wrf & forg emrar IgIdaT B
3. Y-TSIfdP Hg:
o fEg ARMIFR (WTaLt 99, TaTeR, §aicien | diHT AN-d & dgdl IUTdfd &I gaTadl HRdl gl
o Tgad SN 3R FRM & T ¥ YRA & T & H SN dhdl & Holgd ol g
4. TSMHROT 3R ety
o ATYFH WM fAwETd SMRTALY JRJ &I UFMERT, AR YR & d8d HRA BT &l
fafmfor emyarsit ®1 uelRid #rdt g

e

i, HRTR SR gee & A1y YRAG AR/ B T 9y yrfierdt At ok e e wRen & e uge
RISt & U T 3UH! SR UHBT BT IR B! & | TR TG, Sgoie TR 3R I TRIRT 31T &
TS W, YR 0D S1¢ 3IR TRETA TERal Gl BT UG &l g | T 3R A had JoHae dad B
ToIgd R &, Sieh AR 3R HeRITR & g epdIu & HIET fge AeMNR § T Y Y& Yardl &
0 T YRd &1 YT &1 off Aoigd o 3

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

T8 HRA B GG 2P &b e 8, Fraforad U 1R [IaR S

1. IR &1 Adad & & quft & forg qRen ok faera g

2. TR fée AeR &7 & e yRd &1 fawaid Iqel areier) = e g1

3. YR 3R TERIFR GHI of WF U J I T3 BT 3T =g &b U & Ifcarad & g

SWRIad H I BIF I1/A HUT T8l 8/8?
(a) Pad 1 (b) a1 3R 2 (c) Pad 2 3R 3 (d) 1,2 3R 3 IR (@)

UPSC Mains Practice Question : International Relations

UY: "fge HeNTR e iad Ufaael &7 74T &3 §9 701 8| 39 HaH H, 7l B o Wi, ARIRY 3R 3cdl &
1Y HRA & I e 1o 39 & § 30+ 0MHIde iR IeHid YfHewT B i Holgd &d gl (150
RMeq)

UPSC Mains Practice Question :Security

TY: HRA G Pl [§a HEMIR H T Y& GR&T Uel” & FY H RYMUd B 8T 51 THR U 9 ofid B b
IR, TERINR SR AT SHT3ed HRIGH Sl Ugd Tgg! YRET 3R &g fRRAT & 9 aeH &=t 8| (150
RMei)
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YRd Fafed smanT @eirs) 3 Faardr get & Ayeardt f[aAy T8 TRIe (TH3EHR) &1 UREl b1 sfiber
A & forg ge Fafe sifeial (@ iss) &1 Ue I I Akl § | I8 S SETH! gAmd) 3 Ugd
TH I gad, Jrasht iR uRexlf Hacar = gFHfyd o7 & N meayef 8 |, e URd &) Awdie

Ufchdn Bt fa=ardr aeiegd gri |
Pe had Hef

1. gWad faavor (Rider 2025):
o B TG GH JA FAR
DI e HIAG MY
gEer R ¥y ok fad®
Sireh of Hiegg A1
o 390 gt 34l 3R Fg =fa
TRl & & HRDR
BT A HTT fera|
2. tﬁﬁaﬁ
o TF T I W
TY3MS3R & oy qurdh|

EC holds CEO conference; reviews

readiness ahead of nationwide SIR

Sreeparna Chakrabart;
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Wednesday held a
conference of Chief Electo-
ral Officers (CEOs) of all
States and Union Territo-
ries to assess the prepared-
ness for rolling out a na-
tionwide special intensive
revision (SIR) of voter lists.

The commission was
planning to roll out the SIR
across the country with a
single schedule, as of now,
sources in the EC said.

The conference was in-
augurated by Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar in the
presence of Election Com-
missioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi. It
d the preparedness

o Hderdefi @ W=, HagHd
Tt & fefSedioror iR
USd TUSMEsR & gakaH
TUTT IR Ugferai|

o g YMigd o1 & fou gaem
f& @5 Wt Adeq Fg 1,200
TAdararst ¥ 3ifd T 81|

3. fogR &1 3qya:

of the offices of the CEOs of
all States and Union Terri-
tories for the nationwide
SIR exercise, an official
statement said.

At the beginning of the
conference, Bihar CEO Vi-
nod Singh Gunjiyal made a
presentation on the strate-
gies, constraints, and best
practices adopted in his
State, which was the first to
roll out the SIR.

All other CEOs provided
detailed presentations on
the number of electors and
the qualifying date of the
previous SIRs and electoral

Gearing up: Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar with Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi. PTI

rolls in their respective
States or Union Territories,
according to the previous
completed SIR. They also
presented the status of dig-
itisation and uploading of
the electoral roll after the
previous SIR on the web-
site of the State and Union
Territory CEO.

The officers also provid-
ed suggested documents to
ensure no eligible citizen
was left out of the electoral
roll, and no ineligible per-
son was included in it.

The issue assumes im-
portance in light of the
controversy surrounding
the list of 11 indicative doc-

uments, which the EC had
sought as part of the SIR
exercise in Bihar. However,
the Supreme Court had on
Monday asked the poll bo-
dy to add Aadhaar as the
12th document in the Bihar
SIR.

EC sources said that
though the SIR order of
June 24 holds for the entire
country, the list of docu-
ments could be made more
inclusive when the sche-
dule is announced.

The CEOs also provided
the status of mapping of
current electors with the
electors as per the pre-
vious SIR, in the State or

Union Territory, the state-
ment said.

To ensure the uniform
implementation of the
Commission’s initiative of
having no polling station
with over 1,200 electors,
the status of rationalisation
of polling stations was also
reviewed.

The Commission also
reviewed the status of ap-
pointment and training of
District Electoral Officers,
Electoral Registration Of-
ficers, Assistant Electoral
Registration Officers,
Booth-Level Officers, and
Booth-Level Agents.

o TS8R TUSESR AR S arel Uga X4 |
o TS IO, STEmd 3NR gaiad Uy |

o 11 Gichiaes LISl (Hderdl GaTd- & fo1w) TRt e & faarg Uar g1 |

4. 4TI <qTATTY BT g¥A&U:

o AT MTANT B fIER TSR & oY 129 Sxael & U H YR Siig &1 A faar|
o TG TN & P A Tobd T i Tt &t G- WR T SR 3% JHTGRN S off Tevell g |
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5. URIMHEfA® darR:
o foran fFafem Siftreiia, amesh, ugal, gy TR & IHRGY 3R Ty TR & Tolel 3! Fgfaa iR

TfRner0r Bt THIE|
o TR & fore foed TensemR Rers & a1y Aagarsh ot aft|

wfas ggyfar

. YD SMYUR:
o SIS 324: TG AT & fAfgd gAmal @ srefermr, fFqem iR fAd=u|
o TG 325: Pis it wfad o, 7, Sfa a1 fof1 & SR W Aaear gt # v 81 & fo
311 g1 gl
o TG 326: AHIHT 3R o FAUTTIHISH & AT T0%b HATIDBR & SMYR WR g |
.« TdGdl gt:
o g Ao ufafifda ififam, 1950 grT 2Ry g1
o THIMEIHR = T Aderarsft &t Sie (18+), A AT &I geM iR Ffedl & gur &I gFfad
B & o Srafde F=Me |
. TY-TR SBR[ uash): Ad A & g ST TR R Toidl & 9 H 1 HRd g |
. fefechioror uRefRiar iR S uga YR B arell SHISHS &1 $-JId URTSHT &1 fgw|

Hiferey uigesd

. TG 324-326: TG § &I Wfdaar 3R wae™|

. 3RYT 1950: e Yt IR IR HI Fifd s g

. THIMSAR (ARAY 7T T=NeF): aTifes HacTdT et S Sar |
o TGV GET: SMYR FHGRA SC gRT ifHard

o TdeH g AFES: Ufd W 1,200 ¥ 3fUH A Tg] |

g@ faxayor

1. SIR 6T HEQ:
o TAdCIl et B Gl 3R FHIARIT GHYT BT ]
o FAIdl SR, IeXTd 3R Ufasuul &l Ahdl g
o AT Ape | fIyrg T B
2 mﬁzﬁﬂiiﬁlﬁm
o XAV faarg (MO=adT 3R 3uR fefdrst Taeh feiamy) |
o ol H digan, diudsh 3R SRS W U=mEgH_e S|
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o VAT, Je Afe IRl 3R Sfud Gxdas &1 1 & SRU $o &3 § uiRid|
3. T fAdYefor:

o YR B WA B BT Jdid AT BT G ARG SR YISl & & dgad ol

qifhd BT 7

o TS & AT SRR 989 018
4. gATG YR SATATH:

o HAGH Bgi BT JAAHRUT = AT Bi 31w Jfaer 3k uga|

o fSfored Aderd et R 3R SaEde! @ Serdl ¢

o YieRI & YUR R ToY g8 Avad & ©0 H YRd ! R P Aoigd Hal 3l
5. TeTifa® iR Addit® fAfgard:

o W IR fayT-ia gt welf Adem 3R AT HaER & At § |

o gt IeFifde Tal & forT UM SraweR YRfYd HA|

o I3 & YT B AeTad BT €, ST AT JEd BT YRR B

e

JFATH THITEHR HRM BT AT AN BT HeH Wad, Awer ok urexlt gma gREd HH o1 faxn d ta
TeaqUl HeH gl Safd 3MYR B! WIS AT 3R Ade Pai BT Gioaebror wrifaeiicr GuRt ! e=ifdr §,
UGG, MUt iR YRS G&dl &1 Adferd B J gHIaal a1 §s & | afe 39 Hade & THd a1
AN faa ST §, df I8 YR & Aidbdite arg 3R M § ANTRS! &1 YRR &1 SR Togd B |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. @?la&rrqhwsoﬁ&rq:ﬁamﬁwag Wﬁm%

2. TfIET T 3T 324 AT AT H FATG! BT 3rehtervr, Rz iR gz fAfed sxar R
3. HeTdl Y dUR BT Sufaffea S gm, 1950 gRT 2 g g1

SWRIgd & ¥ DI II/A HYF T8t 3/8?

@FPAA13MR2 (b)PIA23R3  (OPIA13HR3  (d) 1,233 I : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: "I W5 IR I ad Taard i Wad R (we I-1d 1 -id g1 GErdsiiepul, Y-
el fefareii & ey & YRd & Aderar Y & 3EaH B # FHIfAa) B AT offid B | (150 RTeg)
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fég pu-Raead &4, R SRR IR g S8l ol 8, § a6, Y&aed R RFe 3 & ®ed 4 916
(Ghuasium) St smuersf # WaRATe gfs <t S I8t g1 gTdifes 39 geTsl &l R T e ¥ JTaarg

gfkadH & e SHTR 38T ST &, 96 9ad! ¥ Udl 9adl § [ Sifafia faem, o &t ders 3R iR
gfarc aiar uRaeHE Ae  fRmradt uikfRufae! 3 & uad &t 3R Yaham aTdl T SRS & |

Hc Y dgH

g B UG  (MRA-RIdeR
2025):

o UGS &I 1988 & 9 I Ja4
W01 §1¢ &1 JTHAT BT ST
rah) § B ST AT

o HIR IR ufewaE § yi
TN 34 AN &1 A

o IWMES & IRBIRN o |
eRTEH T YGe ¥ TS 91
o §8 T

o PERAY ¢ (2013) 3R
JHIC 3TIGT (2021) P TG
feara %‘I

o T P 7 Taret & g fF
3R Sterefy fAAfr SRY <@
& fRamw Wy @ @
ol gl

o THAlaSe fowR,  OE®
ASIHR 3R Tied gt
HEREGIE CCARIE]

Rampant development, not climate,

pushing Himalayas to the edge

[ The disasters in August and September are exposing the cost of ignoring the climate risks in the rush to achieve development in the Hindu Kush

PHimalayas: though natural events were blamed, the evidence points to completely unregulated construction and deforestation across the region

M. Rupa Rasagna

unjab faced its worst floods

since 1988 in August this year.

Waters averflowing from the

Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi rivers
have destroyed several villages in the
State. Around the same time, at least 34
people died after intense rainfall lashed
India-controlled Kashmir and several
parts of Pakistan. Early in August, the
village of Dharali in Uttarkashi district of
Uttarakhand disappeared after a deluge
triggered a landslide.

‘This was just August.

“This isn't the first time the Indian
Himalayan region has suffered such
catastrophe; the 2013 Kedarnath floods
and the 2021 disaster in Chamali come to
mind. And at least one thread runs
through all of these incidents: they were
all treated as unprecedented acts of

nature.

In.a\'y rain event a doudb'uxsl risks”
oversimplifying the disasters.

“Most of these natural disasters are not
really natural at all. They are often a
combination of two factors - climate
change and dewlopmenl
Shreshta, a senior advisor,

Risks, at the
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Developmem (ICIMOD), said.
re the world's
youngest mauntains and are high-energy
environments characterised by instability
and varial » Landslides here are often
triggered by heavy rainfall, slope
undercutting or seismic activity.

According to ICIMOD rescarch, the
mountains are also particularly
susceptible to floods, cloudbursts, glacial
lake eruptions, and landslides.

Chief Justice B.R. Gavai called visuals of
tree logs floating in flood waters in
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Punjab, and Cttarakhand in the first week
of September a "very serious issue.”

“Logs are seen flowing with the flood
waters. If this goes on, we will not have
any forests left. In Punjab, entire villages
are inundated. Development is needed,
but not at the cost of the environment
and lives,” Justice Gavai observed on
September 4.

No blanket plan
On July 18, the Supreme Court bench of
Jusucesll] [’mdwmkn and R. Mahadevan

they are as of date, the day is not far when
the el ate of Himachal Pradesh may
vanish in thin air from the map of India.
God forbid this does nat happen.”

The hench also said governments
shouldn’t build revenue at the cost of
ecological sustainability, and blamed
human activity for worsening disasters.

*“1 think the Supreme Court is ver
much right about this,” Navneet Yadav,
lead, Humanitarian Action and Disaster
Risk Reduction at Caritas India, an NGO,
said.

He added that development in
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand can’t
happen according to the same plans
drafted for metropolitan cities like Delhi
and Mumba

“Every aspect of development should
go through a lifecycle analysis. We should
start looking at it in a completely different
way, where we take into consideration the

The oveflowing helum River flooding homes alang its banks in Srinagar: IMRAN NISSAR

real impact of climate change,” Mr.
Shreshta, who also stressed on assessing
lhe carr yulg capacity ur an area before

B 4
“Prior to mahng any major
interventions in the mountains, there
should be clearly defined steps in terms
of an honest and independent social

impact assessment in addition to a
disaster impact assessment, which
should go through a democ nm rmhm
Lun:u’ldll(ln process,” Himas

Thakkar, coordinator of the imuh Asia
Network on Dams, Rivers, and People,
added.

The disaster potential
‘I'he Hindu Kush mountains are currently
being encroached on as well as hosting
more tourists, infrastructure
development projects, and power

ration activities. Together with a
paucity of proper environmental impact
ssments, experts have warned that
the mountains are being pushed heyond
their ability to cope.

According to the Directorate of Encrgy
of Himachal Pradesh, there are 1,144
hydropower plants in the state, of which
721 are at various stages of clearance and
investigation, 180 have been
commissioned, and 53 are under
construction. The Centre has also
sanctioned funds to build new bridges
and widen roads.

Similarly, in Uttarakhand, there are 40
operational hydroelectric plants while 87
more are at various stages of planning
and construction, all to boost the State’s
POWEr generation capaciy.

All these construction activities entail
the use of heavy equipment to cut
through the mountains.

ee

Critical structures must never be buile
inunsafe locations because they are
the places that house those affected by
a disaster. But that is unfortunately not
the reality. Most government schools
are built on the worst kind of land
NAVNEET YADAY

LEAD, HUMANTTARIAN AGTION AND DISASTFR RISK
REDUCTION ITAS INDIA

“Today, we are building highways
without any attention to how they can
increase disaster potential,” Mr. Thakkar

As the Supreme Court bench observed
on July I8, the proliferation of
‘development’ work is joining hands with
climate change to worsen the effects of
rain and temperature changes,

On September 4, the apex court also
issued a natice to the National Highways
Authority of India following a petition
that claimed 14 tunnels between
Chandigarh and Manali turned into
“death traps™ during heavy rains.

‘The average temperature in the Indian
Ilimalaya is already rising faster than the
global average, resulting in reduced
snowfall and more snow melt. Whena
glacier melts, the water pools into a new
lake. If a rocky barrier adjacent to the lake
shifts or breaks, all the water can be
released into a nearby river or drain,
leading to sudden and massive floods.

These events are called glacial lake
outburst floods (GLOFs).

According to 1CIMOD, there were more
than 25,000 classified glacial ]akcs in five

Fhs

by 2018, placing communitics and
livelihoods downstream at more and
more risk.

‘Worst kind of land®

“Infrastructure changes have to be done
keeping in mind such climatic variations
— GLOFs, landslides, and even drought
Mr. Shreshta said. "The Himalayas are
atipping paint, and we need an urgent
course correction that balances economy
and energy. We need nature based
solutions with the involvement of the
local communities because they know
the local laudscapc and the hazards that
come with i

“Building climate literacy amongst the
locals to drive local self-governance is
important,” Mr. Yadav said. “Not just
that, all the critical structures, such as
hospitals and schools, must never be
built in unsafe locations because they are
the immediate places that house those
affected by any disaster. But that is
unfortunately not the reality. Most
government schools are built on the
worst kind of land.”

‘The rise in tourism has also stoked a
demand for land on which to build
hotels, homestays, and other facilities,
and that in turn has been driving local
deforestation. The deodar wees in
particular are native to the region and
hold the soil in place.

“When you remove them, the soil is in
boulders which will soon erode out. And
that erosion will increase the disaster
potential of the area in terms of
landslides and floods in the downstream
villages,” Mr. Thakkar said.

He added that it should be possible to
“develop’ without te:

major river hasins across the
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3. faorT & a9 &1 UHET:
o ToHTae SR 1,144 SAfaggd I (180 ATQ &, 53 UM |
o JWRIWS: 40 AT YAfoTert 47, 87 3R Aromr/Aafor 7|
o TAUIUSNE P GRAGHIE: HRY IR & SR daNTg-ATe & aid 14 T 1 "Hid &1 od”
PR fegr |
4. UgiaRuiyg SfEw:
o T B PeTs (AU U I =t SaeR & TSI BI) Herd 3R YRIa- & dgKil g
o feuael & fge™ — 25,000+ el &1 uga™ &t T3 (2018), I SHU3NTH &1 W1 §¢ T4
o §I¢ ¥ §81 d1d US-dg = 98 UHM R Hels BT Yhdd |

wifas ggyfy

. foT: femre = T &1 Ted Bier aferd Udd, Siafid SRR, Y& iR aul ¥ IR Wl ¥ Id
gl
o 3{USI & UHR: YRAeH, SGd Bel, 3G dle, Suasiun, Yobu|
. g’@ralaumrrﬁ
o WITASNTH IR T8 & SR ffHe 3fid T 3MS UMt BieT|
o T8 &HAT Jidh: g8 Hied oAl b iy &F UIRRRUTE &R0 & fomr foan
SRR/ AT Gid & §-1E 3G qhdT 5 |
o UPHIA-MRT THYH (@A) FHHR0, FafaR0 & Ui Yaeia Wied, Sa-gelifAafT &
ey ¥ g RIS
o IINId ST
o TS 3fTueT yee SMfAfTH (2005) |
o SIaRg URad R AP B AT (EUUE) |
o Terred g & fore Sararg uRad W Iod S e (@EuU |

Hiferey uigesd

.« HERATY 3MTYST (2013): RHAG ha &1 sifavarg + sifaifora fAafon

. THE SMUET (2021): TR TS, TARME/ I Hi IAfRT |

. IMEUSMETASNST: SR Yex BR SEhIcs AT Saaudc (JEIad: HISHIG) |

« GLOF: fgg 3iiel fawhic sTg |

. TG 21 (O &1 ARER): W TR & HIBHR B WMHA HH & AW s gRT fawaid fean
RIR 1N

. A BIE JAE 2024 Pt fewuftefR ATIRATE faw oIkt X81 af fieHTaa & e 819 &1 ol o |
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g@1 fazawor

1. fearert sugrse & ara®:
o oAy uRadH: fgarerd & ot 4 T g1, a9 & U § 95, 9%/RER & fUae § gig |
o SHaftd faer: Ted, I, 3d fagga I Ifd 335U & for fAfHa |
o T P! PeTs: Thed 3R A0 & e gt &t SRR & — <=0 US| & g |
o AR 3R Y &1 gara: kfRfde =0 J AN &8 § gied, gve, g el
2. I 3R fa=iug Jarait:
o GUABIC = TIRRRUTIDT BT ST TR IoRd Foi- o RIATH TG fova |
o TORIvR 3 ufRaoFTSil &1 HeRt & I Ugd &l ST B &I SMgH bl
o FAGIE UFTGRT & WY W SHTUGT 3R JHINTS THIG He & aaHhdl ¢l
3. M 3R Hifaera siaRTar:
o TRt UHTT 3MTeha ($3M8Q) A S! &l HHGR Udd- |
o TRHIy ¥ Seary-erdie §ATdl gid & T Bl U |
o TIERUN, a1 3R Saarg URacd ey, TTIUSTE, 5T WER! R R Farie de W
g |
4. 3T B E - AP o uifRufast &1 dgfaa s
TP -SRI THTUT: THIHRU, T RRIHRUI, 7at HRIThH e |
e gfRaTd! gt g YaRT-e QREM 3eqgd & fomT e sard | JA/gal 9 o9 |
TG HITGRY: STOar] &R &1 AT B3 3R RIHG W &1 =6 a1
Soh1-gRoH Hled: SHAfld gled/asd FHfu o iftd &< |
Teayuf ATl TR & GREMT: [pd! 3R ST B SHRGH-Ugur &3 § et a1 ST A1yl

@) o @) o (@)

e

2025 P AT UGS SEHT-UTT "S%4R & BRI T8l §, Sfed SRy SIAH! B! S dTal AruRarg AFa
eWaT & uRomy € | fgurerd, o Ugd 9§ &1 A& §, U 9 fig W g, S8t safa faer sufkad-ia
RIS Udd &1 HRU a4 Hhdl gl dfe URd I 0+ Jau Heayol uiRfRufas st & 4 s &
3ITRIT & 1Y U famTTeTa SMTebianat &l Adferd H-T 8, al Tad AN, Ted Jararvl R 3R JHe™-
YT 3% BI 3R FaaTd HTAH & |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy: foATerdt & & WgH # fuferfed sy w faar ifee:

1. femrem ymifa =0 3 g & 9e9 gar uda s ||

2. 3 YTIaH, 91 3R fgue id & e J 91¢ Sluasiuw) & e srafiie au g
3. JAER SN ¢2N U @ wers § gt & era 3R 91 &1 Wkl §¢ Sl ] |

SUad HUHl H Y B A1 g 67

(a) ad 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d)1,2 3R 3

3TN :d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

u: AT | SIBIRT MUY Whidd el Sieh HHd HIHd gicll &
T g 81 o7 916 SR YFaa & da & 39 HYT BT AT [a=eoor & | (zsoma.')
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YRd & Iy gHifad snfeardt &= v U I Arsfiare-uHifidd 38 SIRSR (BT, SIRWs, 3fifswm
HERTY SR 31y U & $o fow) H, TS $1 0 e famra aRaie 3 Fi offtd ¢| I8 o 99d 9
faifRal 3R BIRIT W 381 aret &= 7 g @t IufRfy ) Hifde iftreafad o1 ufafifia axarg | @ 39
STd IR YHTRT STAdT 5 b TS& WU M, YRE, I8 3R ifd-Faf ¥ &4 JS1 g5l

To build roads is to build peace

n India’s tribal hinterlands,

especially those affected by

Maoist insurgency, roads

are not just a matter of
transport. They are emissaries of
the state, carving a path not only
through forests and hills but also
through histories of
marginalisation and neglect. In
regions where formal institutions
are barely visible, a newly built
road often marks the first arrival of
governance itself.

A growing body of research
shows that road development in
conflict-affected areas has a
stabilising effect. In Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, and Odisha, core
States in the “Red Corridor,” the
presence of rural roads is strongly
associated with improvements in
electricity access, employment
opportunities, and security. Roads
help reclaim governance from
non-state actors who thrive in
isolation. When the state is absent,
insurgent groups often step in
with slogans and systems. Across
conflict zones, insurgents have set
up parallel institutions that mimic
state functions. Diego Gambetta’s
classic study of the Sicilian Mafia
illustrates this: extralegal actors
assume roles such as conflict
resolution and taxation when the
state withdraws. In India, Maoist
insurgents have attempted to fill
governance gaps in remote areas
by running informal courts and
levying their own “taxes.” The
demand and supply logic applies
to governance. An undersupply of
formal governance leads to
opportunistic entrepreneurship
seeking to pick up the slack in
supply.

In some tribal regions, it is
reported that extralegal outfits
have even dispensed rudimentary
medical aid where clinics are
absent — an act that blurs the line
between care and coercion.
Research by Alpa Shah (2018) and
Human Rights Watch (2009) notes
that the Naxalite presence in
villages often includes some
health services and welfare
activities, though always
underwritten by the threat of
violence. As scholar Zachariah

Pavan Mamidi

is Director, Centre for
Social and Behavior
Change (CSBC),
Ashoka University

Roads help
reclaim
governance
from non-state
actors who
thrive in
isolation

Mampilly (2011) observed in other
insurgent contexts, such services
are not charitable - they are
strategic. The aim is not just
survival but legitimacy.

Legitimacy cannot rest on
coercion alone. Extralegal
governance, while sometimes
filling the gaps left by the state, is
not bound by constitutional
safeguards or democratic
principles. Its forms of justice are
often opaque, arbitrary, and
punitive. In several Maoist-affected
areas, there are reports of
kangaroo courts (jan adalats) that
have issued summary
punishments, including
executions, without due process.
This is justice without appeal,
correction, or accountability-more
terror than tribunal.

This is why infrastructure
matters. It is the physical
precondition for the presence of
lawful authority. Jain and Biswas
(2023) have shown that road
connectivity correlates with a
decline in crime and increased
service access in rural India.
Internationally, Rafael
Prieto-Curiel and Ronaldo
Menezes (2020) demonstrate that
violence is higher in poorly
connected areas, whether in cities
or rural zones. Infrastructure,
they argue, is not merely
functional; it is political.

Formal state institutions,
though imperfect, operate within
a framework of laws shaped by
democratic consensus. These laws
are debated, refined, and subject
to public scrutiny. When schools,
police stations, clinics and courts
are introduced in conflict-prone
areas through road development,
they bring not only services buta
system that is, at least in principle,
accountable to citizens. It is the
rule of law, not rule by fiat.

This contrast is critical. While
formal institutions are subject to
electoral oversight, bureaucratic
accountability, and legal restraint,
informal justice systems are not.
They more often reflect
entrenched power hierarchies and
patriarchal norms, leading to
practices such as vigilante justice

and collective punishment. In the
absence of courts, entire
communities can be targeted.
Accusations of collaboration with
security forces have, in some
cases, led to mob reprisals under
the guise of justice.

The Indian state has recognised
this. In Chhattisgarh, former top
official and current NITI Aayog
CEO B.V.R. Subrahmanyam led a
thoughtful strategy that placed
infrastructure at the heart of
governance renewal. Roads came
first, followed by schools, clinics,
and law enforcement. Each road
had a message: that the state has
come in, and is here to stay.

Safeguards are needed too

But infrastructure alone cannot
resolve conflict. Roads can carry
relief or repression. Without
institutional safeguards such as
justice mechanisms, health-care
access, and community
consultation, they risk becoming
symbols of control rather than
inclusion. A road should not
simply be laid through a village
but built with the village as this is
essential to legitimacy. Moreover,
we must be mindful that informal
social norms, even outside
insurgent control, can be just as
exclusionary. It is said that in some
parts of rural India, khap
panchayats and caste councils
operate alongside or in place of
formal institutions. These bodies
often enforced rigid social codes
through shame or violence. While
they may have provided swift
resolution, they did so without the
protections of equity or legality.
Development, therefore, must aim
not only to replace insurgent
authority but also to integrate
pluralistic, rights-based
governance rooted in India’s
constitutional values.

As India invests in its tribal
heartlands, especially in regions
like southern Chhattisgarh, road
development must be part of a
broader effort to extend justice,
dignity, and opportunity. The goal
is not merely movement but
belonging. To build roads, then, is
to build peace.
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Hic B dgH

1. Iad &= A vew faer
o TUNTG, IRTS, NS (¥ HINSR") & Tod yHifad snfeardt &=t & arior gsa fawien
&1 Ugd, AoNTR, JR&T 3R U &1 JufUfd I TgdT I Faifed g
o TSP TIRMT & & H Iod & Ugd (4T3 & aTdt Hobd & ®T H B Hal gl
2. XA 99119 fagiet urferaor
o TaSIEl SRR I &1 B DI WA & T FHeH I3Td & SHIUIRS SfeTad Iard g, B HMd
g, i ao & sreufasnRid wareg dar t ueH &4 B
o gTdifep, T "JaTe" STeaReK 3R I0HIA® §, ST S22 d4dT UTd BT §, Bl Tal |
o 3aIeXUN: Ifed Ufehal & foHT1 § ST HvA areil S 3fardd |
3. SFHYUH Sfded
o O 3R foRAT (2023): T8H AU WY P HH Hdl 5, JdT dP Ugd dgIdl g
o WiE-TgRTE TS A0 (2020): AT WR H TRIE dRid I Jg &= & i ifds ]
o SRS TAFaATY: RARyeh Aifthan, sbie! fasie! e, o
4. ﬂﬁw SUATG
o aﬁaﬁmgwuwwqﬁ%ﬂéeﬁ Hifer 3T & dgd, FAATE GiaT-UY R UM 3O T8
o b, — W, — Fild — IR
o Td® & I & WG &1 Udip A

wfae ggyfa

. wr3Nardt fasis @t 3uare):
o THTIG- 3% BT TR WA, YA & SerTa 3R W &t w4t § fAfgd 3
o NS PHINSR" H ~90 frat (11 I0f A Tat §U) W €, Afcs1 ftaran sremT-ora gl B
. gardl el ot yfaer:
o TuHSiTgars 3R 3 UHU Js&b Aol &l fRR SH/3Uarg ard a3t & fore
PIiECo AT
o FFTE BT = INRY, U= 3R AbdiHe TR & Y THIHR|
. '\‘I%‘éITﬁﬁFH\F\‘I
o I BT AN (3G 14, 21)|
o e Rigia: srAmarsii & &1 BT, UTHIU g | YR HRAT (3T 38, 39) |
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Mg uiged
. i/
o UTASITHarE UuHA U IS TiorD): THI0 dBfaefadl |
o 3Mapielt fore HrieH (I SmamT): adf SudTe THIfdd &3 TR & dhigd L
. @m
o Y& DINSR, S 3eTard, |4 Garid |

. T df IUHFUE e & GeH T 3R AR JFETvaH I 5T & A aTd U ISR TR
BT ST & |

g@ faxauor

1. TSHI & UTHT I AR BT AATIHIT
o TSP = XN IR (IHal, gfer, sreradl) & fag ifdes ia|
o "IIURYd fURT" YRON HI "TqHA fERT" — H gl
. FHMIAR AT BT hTdadl
o RS a1 IR BT HRHR -y &3 H TUd B
o TSdH IMAG Bl ASdT § — TR-BIT HfAarsf R ARt &7 w8
3. eHIfa® Uedte & =0 | gi-ad gien
o TSP e T § - F YUY, T 3R 3TUA BT Tobd !
o SRS XNY Y UAT Tl § fob TRIE Hfaefdc! I g ¥ Feifdd 5
4. SFEY 3R FR&T U
o TMHEIR® W & 5T, T8l &I a0 % Iusul & U H [T o Yavell ¢ |
o gHATE Gt @I =T, TRy JdT, fRef, SifeR Senid TR & 1Y SISl ST AMe ¢
5. YD Albdia® fHAfgard
o B BT AN §H ATAREG GRIF! BT HTHHT < |
o for &1 fagidl gz SR ufermidt Rt adEt @, Sifa dem) GiFl &1 et SR a1feu|

e

! BT fHur Tifa &1 AT H1 B - URA & 3nfeardt 3R Iuare gvifad af &, IS uRdeT &
gardl T § Hel 3HfF g1 I ASHIAE IUBT g S A, =19 3R AR P! Ugd J Iufdrd i & ard 3
gTifep, IY TMfd &) FeTar a1 & forw Yot & forg, I grmesh IR, Jaue JqRem Iur 3R Jgurft
faehTd gRT QR ol ST i |

N
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

TY: HRA H GG ITdE (Tossds) & Heit H HufeiRad Byl iR faeuR Hifvie:

1. Y8 PINSR" Had BUIE 3R FRWS 4! ab o TAd

2. 9 SEIAd S IUAIG WHIfad &Fl & Frsiiarc Tg! gRT SifoTd SHITaTRe ST &l
3. TUASIUATS (U 19 IS GioiT) HRd § UTH0 98 U & ot T AT g |
SUgad HYHT B Y BIF-91/A T B/

(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Pae 2 3R 3

(c) P 3

(d)1,2 3R 3

3TR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

wY: Ut IUATG AR &M DI I g1 A | T & 91U ¥ game oid & e,
ORIy 0 ¥ TSo! B YHHT IR Tl Bl (150 Teq)
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Tianjin,

China, for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit, and attend the
meeting between China’s President Xi Jinping and
Mr. Modi. This is a summit of solidarity and
friendship. After 24 years of development, the
SCO has grown into the world’s largest regional
organisation. The SCO Tianjin Summit has been
the largest since the organisation’s establishment.
Leaders or the representatives of 23 countries,
Mr. Modi included, and 10 heads of international
organisations gathered to renew friendship,
explore cooperation, seek common
development, and advance the SCO into a new
stage of high-quality development.

L ast week, [ was privileged to welcome

A high-yielding summit

There were fruitful outcomes. The Tianjin
Declaration announced the establishment of
“four security centres”, including the SCO
Universal Center for Countering Security
Challenges and Threats and the SCO Anti-drug
Center, and decided to set up the SCO
Development Bank. Member-states of the SCO
issued statements which expressed a fair stance
in support of the multilateral trading system, and
a just voice for defending the achievements of the
victory in the Second World War.

This was a summit that focused on
development. The leaders adopted the SCO’s
development strategy for the next decade.
Against this backdrop, Mr. Xi announced that
China would establish three major platforms for
China-SCO cooperation in energy, green industry,
and the digital economy, and set up three major
cooperation centres for scientific and
technological innovation, higher education and
also vocational and technical education. These
initiatives are open to all member-states,
providing the organisation with new
opportunities and empowering the region’s
sustainable development.

It was a summit leading global governance. In
response to the governance deficit facing today’s

= =
=
e

Xu Feihong

is China’s

Ambassador to India

China stands
ready to work
with India in
enhancing
cooperation
under the
framework of
the Shanghai
Cooperation
Organisation
(SCO)

A joint and new journey along the SCO pathway

world, Mr. Xi put forth the Global Governance
Initiative, calling for adhering to sovereign
equality, abiding by international rule of law,
practising multilateralism, advocating a
people-centered approach, and focusing on
taking real actions, which became the biggest
highlight of this summit.

Since joining the SCO in 2017, India has played
an important role in advancing the SCO’s
development. China deeply appreciates Mr.
Modi’s and India’s full support for China’s SCO
presidency. China stands ready to work with
India to enhance cooperation under the
framework of SCO in various areas such as
security, financing, energy, green industry and
the digital economy, to better improve the
well-being of their people.

The diamond jubilee of ties

This year marks the 75th anniversary of
China-India diplomatic ties. In Tianjin, Mr. Xi and
Mr. Modi reached new, important and common
understandings on growing China-India relations
further. Mr. Xi pointed out that it should be the
right choice for China and India to be
good-neighbourly friends and partners who help
each other succeed, and have the dragon and the
elephant dance together. Mr. Modi also stated
that India and China are partners, not rivals.
Their consensus far outweighs their
disagreement. India is ready to view and develop
the bilateral ties from a long-term perspective.

We should uphold the important and common
understandings reached by the two leaders as
guidance, and push bilateral relations forward for
more practical progress.

First, we should further consolidate strategic
mutual trust. We should earnestly draw the
lessons from the past 75 years, strengthen correct
strategic perception, explore right ways for
neighbouring major countries to get along with
each other, which are characterised by mutual
respect and trust, peaceful coexistence, pursuit
of common development, and win-win
cooperation, and gradually resume various

mechanisms for dialogue and exchange between
the two governments.

Second, we should further expand exchanges
and cooperation. We should focus on
development, which is the biggest common
denominator of the two countries, and promote
mutual support and success, and better facilitate
trade and investment flows. The Chinese side is
ready to strengthen cooperation with the Indian
side in technology, education, culture, tourism
and poverty alleviation, and promote exchanges
and communications between political parties,
think-tanks, media and the youth, so as to expand
the convergence of interests and promote
people-to-people bonds.

Third, we should further enhance
good-neighbourliness and friendship. We should
continue to uphold the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence initiated by the older generation of
Chinese and Indian leaders, truly respect each
other’s core interests and major concerns, and
combine our strength to maintain peace and
tranquillity in the border areas. We should not
allow the boundary question that was left over
from the past to define current China-India
relations, nor let specific differences affect
bilateral cooperation, so as to ensure the sound
and stable development of China-India relations.

The road ahead

As the world’s two most populous major
developing countries and important members of
the Global South, China and India share common
interests in pursuing development and
revitalisation, maintaining world peace and
stability, and promoting global governance. India
and China will successively assume the BRICS
presidency in the next two years. China stands
ready to work with India to support each other’s
presidency, deepen and strengthen greater BRICS
cooperation, jointly implement the Global
Governance Initiative, resolutely oppose bullying
and hegemony, defend international fairness and
justice, and join hands to build a community with
a shared future for humanity.

Gs. Paer 02 RIS L
UPSC Mains Practice QuestionZREILis il i1 Ll DG IUINICAE R IR )
TZUNT 1o (TATe) # YRd &t HRGRI & A8« U= Idi B 1 (150 Words)
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99 & fogrfiom & wrars TgaT Ie (Eatsh) R e 3 &g aguedre ok afye I & Iy
YRA & F¢d IS R YHTRT STell | I & gafa = FoMftht & ary gurwEt _g Aidl &1 uifiert SgRe=
& H YoM Tgan, faer IRt iR RRAr W oIR f&an g8 R e 7 dad YRd-d9H fguefia
el & fou deayul g, sfcw TERilel & Ag@ ard &= R&T IR e oid & URd &1 YfidT & o ot
HEayul g

HiC Apad HaH

« Sco Rrex gweH ot ge1 fatwang (famfor, 2025):
o TEHS RER IHEH ofF I% T Jay ST R Frier, o 23 <=1 3R 10 SRiH Tre
YR AT &
o fagifor grvom:
- IR R HA DI RITAT (I3TER0T $ oY, JR&T A 3R Favl &I HIEa & &
fore Toitsf gfadd Yy, T-gn d)|
- Totel faeT e ot RO @ fAufg |
o SCO 10 I Bt fadmr UM SUATs; 4 7 SHoit, gRd I 3R fforea srfegawur gam
& fog wWiewd! 3R R 3R Wi 7aaR & forg el &1 arvon &1
o dfY% M Ugd: WY THM, SgUeale, BT & U, SH-higd (9@ 3R HRATS A7
YU 1 3G Bl €|
.  YRA-duH fguefta dgak:
o 2025 IASHAS Gae @ 7541 UG g
o G Aareff 7 o ot fayr, faera Fgd ¢k Hiar wifd R 9 <d gU el fb URa
3R = WIeeR g, Uidgal 7ol
o TIHY &F: AR, o, M), e, Tepfd, wded, TRis 33, 3R @ 9 anll & o=
U |
o THI &R AP XM Ugd DI FeTal ¢d §U 3R STarg & fariy #xd gu iid ¥u 3 foe
DI ST TGV B |

wifas ggyfar

. X7UTg TN IS (SCO):
o 2001 H R1fUq, sifSi, =i & g |
o T IET: & IR, 3Tdiddle BT HbTadl, SATid TganT 3R dguei TganT|
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o FeIdl: I, 9, HRd, UIfhEd, Aed TRETS Iey: Tded sy 3R g HieR +f 4Rt ad
gl
« SCO ¥ YRd @t YA
o 2017 4TS B
o R, 3MTddmarg faRielt iR &g udh uga o afeha|
. ﬁwmﬁ
o HRA 3R I UgW famrsita srferawist & wu H, afyes o, faxfia fRRar iR wad faem
TR YEINT Hd & |

q@I-39d fazawor
1. &1 SgUEIATG Bl Toled DAl

. TS URA & 7 TRA, 9 3R FH & I S SS9 & e T T UM dRdl ©, St URd
DI TaE 3¢ 3R AIRES B il & Reb 7
. TR&TH% R T garsii & faarr ugd &3 siideare faRidt 3iR Tfdd SuRTe TgaNT &1 Fer g

2. YRd-dH fguefia RRar

. RreR @A ufagfea R e & urufiiedr ¢d gu e Jorifae Ay e o Y@ifed
T ?

. Soll, gd Uiy, fefoiea srfoaawnr iR e & GganT ®F TURAT YR & Idd fAeb dedl &
TET B

3. af¥e A 3R SgUerdare

. 9fY% I U & AT YRA-H IHF 9 §1d W SR <dl 6
o TUY THFAT 3R TR-gXQT
o 9f¥® TEl & Jguehia qHe™
o UHMBATE 3R AAYTATE & RIdTh T THfedh 3@
. I8 HRA B! Tigd AU A I HeaTpiansll 3R T Y SR RIPT oiies TR H GuRT B
e & UG

4. TIpT8 IR AN 4 AT BT FAfaefact

.  HRA-IF aral AR, a9, W iR IRGiae SeM-UeH &I d¢rdl gdl &, Sl WU UeR 3R &3
THIHRUT & o Ayl g |
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. SCO Tgan UM & gfard g, Wit ok e dat &1 serar gl
e

foramior TeRitell fRReR THeH &3 Sgueare, IiF & a1 XUHIae 9a1g 3R dfYe® I Ugd § URd $I
Jedl WRTiaRY &1 a1l 81 fapraTas TganT, JRafm FganT 3R e Rie fayr-Faiu o dgfed #Xe, HRd
arftg wifd ok fRRaT & e <d gU 3iu= e 3R Iuifae fed! P Sl dgM & forT TeRiten H#a &1 ard
301 3T & | RRIR I e URA-d19 eieR] & oy ddaiferss ef@ior of 1 Aoiegd &Rl 8, 39 a1d IR SR adl
& fop mreii &R Tavel & e fosres SR afYe M- d&dl IR JgaiT 8 a14T SIa &1 S1aadhdl 16l 6
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