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TP & T U Pics AR Rfid G-k 7 g1d 1 & 3mifkept SR & SR URA & Riy et W siy fmfor
DI AP I8 A8 B 3R WRATY §UART & TN B YHDT &1 | HRA & (G HACT (MEA) = S TTed™ ol
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Nuclear threat is Pak’s
‘stock-in-trade’; Centre

Doubts about integrity of Pakistan’s nuclear command have been reinforced, says MEA after

Munir, during visit to US,, says his country would wait for India to build a dam, and then destroy it

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

akistan Army chief
P Field Marshal Asim

Munir’s latest nu-
clear threats represent
“Pakistan’s stock-in-trade”,
Randhir Jaiswal, Official
Spokesperson of the Minis-
try of External Affairs, said
on Monday.

The sharp response
from the Ministry came af-
ter Field Marshal Munir,
during his latest visit to the
U.S., met leading members
of the U.S. Central Com-
mand and the Pakistani
community in Florida, and
said Pakistan will use “all
means” to defend its inter-
ests if India builds dams on
the Indus.

“Nuclear sabre-rattling
is Pakistan’s stock-in-trade.
The international com-
munity can draw its own

Q We will wait
for India to
build a dam [on the
Indus], and when
they do so, we will
destroy it
FIELD
MARSHAL

| ASIM MUNIR
" Pakistan Army

conclusions on the irres-
ponsibility inherent in
such remarks, which also
reinforce the well-held
doubts about the integrity
of nuclear command and
control in a state where the
military is hand-in-glove
with terrorist groups,” said
Mr. Jaiswal in a statement.
The Pakistan Army chief
visited Florida for attend-

Q The international

community
can draw its own
conclusions on the
irresponsibility
inherentin

such remarks

RANDHIR ;«‘ =2
JAISWAL i

T
MEA spokesperson -

ing the U.S. Central Com-
mand change of command
ceremony, as Admiral Brad
Cooper took over from
General Michael E. Kurilla.

At an event organised
for the Pakistani diaspora,
Field Marshal Munir said,
“We will wait for India to
build a dam, and when
they do so, we will destroy
it,” according to media re-
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ports. “We are a nuclear
nation. If we think we are
going down, we’ll take half
the world down with us,”
he was quoted as saying.

Mr. Jaiswal said it is re-
grettable that such re-
marks have been made
from the soil of a friendly
third country. “India has
already made it clear that it
will not give in to nuclear
blackmail. We will conti-
nue to take all steps neces-
sary to safeguard our na-
tional security,” he said.

Meanwhile, Congress
general secretary (commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
condemned the “the most
dangerous, provocative,
and totally unacceptable
remarks” by Field Marshal
Munir. “It is bizarre that
the U.S. establishment is
giving such a man such
special treatment,” he said.
(With PTI inputs)
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. TRUY] Rygia: YRd &1 Al B I (NFU) Rigid, tifdea & o sl Uit < 81|

. d IQIERUL: BRI & (1999), TR WRIHH (2001-02), I §H (2016) & ST Hi bl B T
e B yafedl|

. TA-IUHIIP faare: e, Iqd o Safagygd uRareTel W afiar|

. %ﬂmﬁaﬂwﬁﬁﬁmzmggﬁwqeﬁ?@cﬂﬁw GqTd M & T TRATY] 4HBT ol
|

q=T Uil gg fazervor

1. HRd BT AFIT FR&T W 3RR
. fEcda "Ry B o YR B Adhs-TRD e Tt emfdal o FSuTET ST 8
o STA-YRET: Siel T Safdgga gRATSHTS B YRET AT I B SHa=adhd|
. ATAPAIE | JYST9: TRATY YRS & 1Y SRIHTHT & YU BT TANT |

2. ARITH STATH

. afy® JuaR Rian: Tfeam & IoFiae SIRRAT 3R T=9-3MTdd! A&t & HRUT TRATY] F=0T
YUTTell R Hard |

. 3R T YfAreT: T 59 F F1a5g TR B HF 1 TRAY] SRt &R Hifda gewr ar g1
. &ty FRREr: T 99 <l TR & A YqaH & SRR FRd g
3. BT ST Afa® ge
. SARTP AT BT Jeeig: WY BRAGR B YHeb! UN TTCR TR SR il 1 W1 & faeg |
o IWT P SRESAT: T 5 B PI YHD! g1 Bt G R ST-G1A1 H I T P HHIR DRl ¢
3T B M5
. Pe-ifas TaN: TiewE &1 IR-MHERM SaFamt I dfYd dal IR SRR $HRAT
o YT GRET: HE@yUl oTd TSI o gRam 3R TRe&T & GuR |
. UM "ER: NFU i & A1y et afoRiy emrar &1 vexi |
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. af¥e Ta1a: UNSC, G20 3R 3/ Hel IR fOIIER IR 3HTeRUT & ol gad|
ey

g g1 aRITd ¢ for YRA-UTd el § SifRRAT H1H g, SR UIfhea &t 4= HawT TRHTY] YAfBdl BT T
TGRS  HeAlTdd SRR & TU H HRd! & | URd ®I Idferd i €¢ Uidfthar g8 e &dl § o oA
SIHHA" B WIHR g1 AT ST, 3R IASIT FR&T qUT TR TRATY A ST D1 1Y AR Tl S| 31
aTel IHT H HRA B UMD AST! 3R Pl e, GiHl IR SR16R & &A1 g1

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: YRd P RATY Hifd S Fay A g H A 3
(A) YRd No First Use (NFU) =ifdl 3/O=TeTT g1

(B) HRd o U UYH 3MTeHHUT Bt Hifd 5

(C) MR = TRHIY] SRR TR (NPT) TR &TeR fpu |

(D) HRd TRHTY] §ART HT UGN had THs! &3 & B qHhdl g |

Ans:A)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: India-U.S. relations reflect both strategic convergence and policy divergences. Examine this

statement in the context of the recent U.S. tariff policy. (150 Words)
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AGHHT 7 HTHR (AT 2) e, 2025 TTIRd HX & B, , o1 3 1961 & SR HiffTaH @1 W,
i 3R Tierd -1 g1 gTelifer I8 f[A8a® ST & Siieadl gerdl §, i I1 &1 T8 HR Sifea1ial ol
Jareht ST & ERM FRemast & 3-0d, T HifSar sfprdey o o fefoed Ser a% sagded ugaq
& IS Al odl ¢ | 5T WG = ol & SRBR 3HR 305 geUdN St SARIG1s & 74 fear g

Lok Sabha passes Income Tax
Bill; officials’ powers broadened

The proposed law will allow officials to forcibly break into personal emails and social media accounts of assessees during

search operations; the revised version has around 2.59 lakh words compared with the 5.12 lakh words in the IT Act, 1961

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha on
T Monday passed the

revised Income
Tax Bill, 2025.

The Bill seeks to simpli-
fy, rationalise, and shorten
the existing Income Tax
Act, 1961. It also broadens
the powers of income tax
officials, allowing them to
forcibly break into perso-
nal emails and social me-
dia accounts of assessees
during search operations.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had
introduced the previous
version of the Bill in the
Lok Sabha in February, fol-
lowing which it was sent to
a Select Committee
chaired by Baijayant Panda
for a review. The Select
Committee submitted its
recommendations on July
21. Following this, the go-
vernment on Friday with-
drew the Bill to incorpo-

Opposition MPs troop to the Well of the House in the Lok Sabha
during the Monsoon Session of Parliament on Monday. SANSAD TV

rate the suggestions made
by the committee.

Ms. Sitharaman intro-
duced the updated version
— the Income Tax (No. 2)
Bill, 2025 — in the Lower
House on Monday. The Bill
has around 2.59 lakh
words compared with the
5.12 lakh words in the In-
come Tax Act, 1961. The
number of chapters has
been brought down to 23
from 47 and the number of
Sections to 536 from 819.

In order to provide grea-
ter clarity, the new Bill has
increased the number of
tables to 57 from 18 and the
number of formulae to 46
from six.

In search operations
Apart from these changes,
the new Bill has also
tweaked the powers of in-
come tax officials during
search and seizure opera-
tions.

The new Bill requires

any person “who is found
to be in possession or con-
trol of” any books of ac-
count or other documents
in electronic form to pro-
vide the authorised officer
assistance in accessing
these, “including access
code, by whatever name
called”.

Further, it allows the
authorised officer to “over-
ride the access code to any
computer system” if the
access code is not made
available.

The Select Committee
defended these provisions
in its report, saying that va-
rious “incriminating evi-
dences and material are
found/seized from elec-
tronic records including
WhatsApp  communica-
tions, emails, etc.” and that
passwords for these are of-
ten not shared with offi-
cials. However, a few mem-
bers of the committee
submitted dissent notes
calling for changes to these

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
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provisions. Congress MP
Amar Singh argued that
the wording of the relevant
section “gives very wide-
ranging power to the go-
vernment to force tax
payees to hand over all
types of personal digital
data including passwords,
chats, etc.” and asked for a
reduction in these powers.

“This provision is arbi-
trary and [gives] excess
powers to the authorities
and there is every chance
of misuse of this provisions
and ultimately infringing
the Right to Privacy of an
individual guaranteed in
the Constitution and reiter-
ated by the Supreme Court
in Puttaswamy case,” Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party
leader N.K. Premachan-
dran said in his dissent
note.

He added that the provi-
sions in the original In-
come Tax Act, 1961 were
sufficient and should be re-
tained.
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URTUS G (Prelims Tq)

. fRdae o1 am: smaR @@ 2) [adus, 2025

. SEXT: 1961 & MR HATH B YR HRAT; TRABRIT 3R TH AT |

. gHtem A SO uisT B sremerar § 99 WiAfd (Select Committee) |

o fauer ot smufay: Foidr & SYDHR (o6, 0Y. geward 990 YRd 94, 2017) &1 GUTfdd Ieeia |

gg Y wgd

. R S B GHHET: 1961 BT AT IR-IR M} & HRUT TS Sfed g 77 ol

. fYw ugfe: w3 I R 9E F e uris/amas-Rigd fSfed Se1 a% uga & ey sis T |

. %ﬁmgwﬁm@m:mﬁaﬁaﬁﬂﬁmﬁq%éﬁaaﬁvméawqw
|

g faxawor (Mains g9

o YUPRIHAD Ug]
o ARTAIHIUL: HRGIAI3M b TT BT DI JHIAT 3R |
. g&far ® gfg: faaral ik uferan & T3 ge &t Jura|
. fRTea g1 & geu: ZdaciFe Wed &l S &9 § ATl
. TSTdT BT 899 UTUS WsTach & HRUT ST BT GRRT HR-Teeh faug T 3 9¢ Thar gl
o GOUANT B MRIPT: TAT TR o & 9T SRR et o7 Tad I¥aHTd HR ahd g
. gad &1 FU: [F0uE T Wda/aie srgHied & WY R T8l 8|
o Ay A Jear Bhad & dgd AT FH1ET B UG |

. VSHIfa® U9 YRS T8
. Hudg uferar: 997 il &1 Reiel e o1 78, afed faeh adl & sragafd e 84 33|

. fauer o1 %@ 1961 AT Bt R TN RBIR TG 3R o701 FRET & W Yray™ sire- &
A
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3T B A5

o ‘SAFEI-TD JTEA’ BT URUTHT TF H: Y Had B o1 I Gaild JreRh d A H|
o WaA JHIGH TF: UGS dIg- ¥ Ugd ArTed/ fesgd &1 Srgafd Sifard gl

. UReRIar g fE &1 sifee Ta @ S|

.  TF-SINTESHAT: A3 B 396 USR] G MG & IR H SR AT

Ao

3P (AT 2) Fa8Tep, 2025 HRA & HR B H §S1 G019 § — Tg ST6] AP 3R WFT AN &, Tg!
f$fed ST a% Ugd & aus Wfaddl ¥ o et Mk Tard off @S &=ar g1 &R IR A & fore I=mea
T RSl B, Al 3 FauTe SfIPRY iR WfFT & gIUaNT o1 ABUM b WY Idford BT 3ifHar g

3 TRl 59 foharaad 3R fATRT o3 | gt |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: 718 & T S1H-91 Y TSR (H&T 2) fAda®, 2025 & Hay d el o

1. ST ST BT BT 47 J YT 23 TR 1 TS ¢

2. 3T 3G STl dcb Ugd & fod R TUBTNG! Bl Urds dre- Pt Wfad < 718 71
3. 3 qHte o for o= A ot OS T AT, foret sreerdT SoRid uieT | &t A

- faT T e &1 TR HR 96t W gh:
(A) P 1 3R 2 (B) a2 3R 3 (C) 1,2 3R 3 (D) Pad 1 3R 3
Ans: C)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HRd T HR TR YR & ¥ T 1961 o B AFRTT 3R 2025 & URATdd SAHR f[A8TDh o1
qo1 HRd gU 39! YT faRivdren td rehi o1 fa=awur HIfST1 (150 Words)
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Rift between two blocs continues in
Geneva Plastics Treaty negotiations

While one group of countries bats for production cuts to reduce pollution, the other group says the issue can be addressed

HRIBH (UNEP)
%?%Frﬂ%f% WIREH TGuU Y
DI B U F TFBRT S &
UON, Sclgqded  SIRIEieT

FAA INO) B 91 T F Rt &
TRy o Y Y| fdarg &1 &g fdg
8 — WRe® IATG | Heldl a1
HERT Y'Y YR | T8 HaWg ayd
uﬁmwm%qﬁuﬁaﬁw g
aféror-gd TRmm & SR REaRu
&1 o gxifar B

URYS a
. dId H9: WIRCH UGN TR INC |
o TF3TA: 2022, UNEP & 3|
o O
g% UfRE  &ufare
(HAC) — TITHIT 80 <, (EU,
Y. dld 9 @ie) -
IdeT § Ferdl/AH &
AU |

Jacob Koshy
GENEVA

he deadlock bet-
T ween two blocs of
countries on the

best way to contain plastic
pollution mirrors a shift in
the global plastic and po-
lymer-manufacturing  in-
dustry, which in recent
years has moved out of Eu-
rope and drifted towards
South and Southeast Asia.

Since 2022, the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme has been spear-
heading efforts to get coun-
tries to evolve, by
consensus, a legally bind-
ing treaty that commits
them to address plastic
pollution on land as well as
in oceans.

However, two broad
coalitions have evolved ov-
er four sessions of the In-
tergovernmental Negotiat-
ing Committee (INC) on
Plastic Pollution here — the
High Ambition Coalition
(HAC) chaired by Norway
and Rwanda, consisting of
nearly 80 countries, in-
cluding members of the
European Union (EU), and
the Like Minded Countries

No consensus: Two coahtlons have evolved over four sessions of
the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee in Geneva. AP

(LMC), which includes
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Bahrain, China and Cuba.
While the latter is not a for-
mal coalition like the HAC,
it is a much smaller group
of countries whose inter-
ests are aligned because
they are all major petro-
chemical states.

India on Saturday had
expressed solidarity with
the LMC. Under the cur-
rent rules of negotiation,
countries cannot pass a
proposal by a majority
vote, and near-unanimous
agreement is required.

The fundamental rift

between the two is that the
HAC says plastic pollution
cannot be contained with-
out imposing cuts or cap-
ping production of plastic
and its constituent, polym-
er. The LMC says plastic
pollution can be addressed
through waste manage-
ment, and imposing pro-
duction cuts would only
cause disruptions in trade,
rather than a meaningful
reduction in plastic pro-
duction and use.

An analysis in July by
the Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA) tracking

\@’
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the flows of the main
chemical constituents of
plastic — ethylene, propy-
lene, styrene and their de-
rivatives polypropene,
low-density polyethylene,
linear low-density polyeth-
ylene, high-density po-
lyethylene and polyethy-
lene terephthalate -
showed that Asia dominat-
ed the global trade in prim-
ary plastic polymers, with
11 exporting and 18 import-
ing countries.

Divergent stance
In North America, the Unit-
ed States was the largest
exporter of these primary
plastic polymers, while
several European coun-
tries served as both impor-
ters and exporters. Trade
volumes in Africa and
South America were ne-
gligible. This year, the Unit-
ed States, which is part of
neither coalition but had
always pitched for a
“strong treaty”, said it
would not support any
proposals for production
cuts.

India’s support for the
LMC echoes in a submis-
sion made by the All India

through waste management; the plastics manufacturing industry has moved from Europe to South and Southeast Asia

Plastic Manufacturers As-
sociation, an industry lob-
by, to the Chair of the INC
5.2, Ambassador Luis
Vayas Valdivieso, on Au-
gust 5. “We believe that
any cap on the production
of primary polymers will
do more harm than good
as its growing needs in a
multitude of areas cannot
be met with other mate-
rials in the quantities need-
ed,” says the submission.

“We ask that the INC fo-
cus on helping countries
increase their waste man-
agement capabilities... and
build programmes for be-
havioural change to eradi-
cate littering.” Indepen-
dent observers said that
the business case for petro-
leum and polymer refining
in major economies was
“weak”. “Look at China for
instance. Its petrochemical
refining is working at 50%
capacity. Several major re-
finers the world over are
seeing that margins and
demands for polymer pro-
ducts are declining,” said
David Azoulay, managing
attorney, Center for Inter-
national  Environmental
Law, at a seminar.

. TEH ARSS B (LMC) — XM, THdl 3RE, Had, T, T, TET (SHIIATRD) — IATGH Held! Bl

fare |

o URA & RURT: LMC & I1Y; TS HoRT YeeH d g URdad WR|
. YN P VMR TR F &feor 7 gfor-gd ulkmn
. T UIemR: TRehH, Tfte, ™= — Uieifued =, LDPE, LLDPE, HDPE, PET|

o U oIt ST S STaRad; SgHd e ol |

. ARG 1 ¥ Tt 1 Iare el &1 g e, graife "Hoigd Wi & [ ugd &t ot

gy dqu

. WIRCH UGN 8 ATd 400+ FHfIEH e IdTeH; had ~9% TAdHh |
. e fRa: Ui Fatas <X SdTe weldt ¥ e g1+ ¥ s ared |

o HRA &1 I T&: 3fd ST Wifked AgthaeRy AU — HTaad &3 § WIRked &1 HIT & 3=

U T ORI HRAT HdH|

. AHYed H fiRmae: 99 & Ref 97 ~50% &mdar i) afye 7 & S
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g@1 fazawor
. G HANG
« HAC &1 eI
. HAd B UG ¥ Tgd WP IYANT TR AP o] @ Fabd |
. JAEA W JHAT/BC T 8 o HRUT B GaIdd Bl ¢ |
. TBURNTA SrfearT (Circular Economy) eﬁ?wﬁwa&u‘fﬁﬁﬁm%
. LMC 3R HRd &1 ef¥Iv:
. JATEH FHeldl I AR S 8 R [awrRiia siicawimsi &1 J&am gl
. TTUSHdT HERT TeE SEEE ¥ YR W g A1
. FAER U §ead 3R YAHHhUl adb-id! U SR fear S =nfeu|
. YTfa® SR snfde SmamH

o JENT BT JYFCRUL TRAT H RIFIGRU & HROT G0 R S07-9d TRMATS <=M & IdTe AET &I
faRly B ¥ fgwiaRt 941 &

. Uoieldma fRar @1l <= @ fafd-smenfid sricrew uiferR Ided )R few! g1
. MANDI BT 3T I HI: TR UcIbHhd alal R U T-ATURT wiiRed IdTe & THd |
o TR R BT gt
. Jagfa faw: Wil it HRar § iR BIC el & Ae@rdbiel Urae™ s HT ek Sl ¢ |
. qEeT &1 oNfeH: STEER! Tau & IO AR, Wiasd UaaGdrsi &l G|
o A R T8 AR iR fawmrasiia i &1 SeRt &1 Jara — Saarg ararst ok fRufd |
3T BT IR
. TofSa xomifa: ifira Sares werdt + Heeg wa’t e Faw
. THID! IR [AHTIRITE SR BT GA<Ieh 1 G Sla-3ude- 1y famed! § Wgrd|
o I FHHUI T UIh G TR sfdagawirsii &1 fafaefiaun
e OH-SREGT: Thd-30A WiRked T HHl 3 ANTRS UFiaR|
e

far o1 TRy fezaran 8 % wafavufi gpefifa smR siftfe fRdl & Sagr ot 81 afe Iare seldl ik
HRT Y&eH & & Agad Tt 941, O IR o1 guTe ST @I YR & o A § — Shenfie fRa SR
TaieRviig S & ofF Iqferd 3R grexif ifa s
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. 3D TB- e 19 3R TSI B &

2. I8 W IdTe- TR JHT 1 deldl ol gadT a1 gl
3. HRA HAC &1 RIS T g

+H fad T g &1y FRP TE SR g

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) HIT 2 3R 3

(c) A 1

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: a1 WiRed i ardl § IR TRy, YR &t fobrTas wuffidmars AP
uﬁawﬁ%aﬂawwﬁaaﬂﬁaﬁﬁ?ﬂaﬁwm%|wm&n?ﬁmﬁnﬁwﬁm|
(150 Words)
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Rrarft s s Wit §9a GoE 2025) & Yaiwr AmRTag 3 SARER 3w Ay & 39 A% &1 gudH
frar forad sl &) URT 498-T (319
YR 1 dfegdl &1 YRT 85) & dgd
RUAR} a1 SeRT HRAE W Gl HIE BT
blanket feie f&ar Tar u11 38 YeTs-

WIS I TGIAT & & oY "HIeT- A"

3afY & =0 F URqd

T T, wfes 59

g &t erea g8 § f ag dffe
AT P HHGIR HAT § AR W FRal
& RIATH JRET B! HAWR S 6|

URIYS Thian & fore wa g

YRT 498-T, 3BUNRN — Ui a1
TP RRAGRI GRT & T8 Hral
o fSd w8 W <o
Idied, Afgar &1 sl &
fog ORd ST, TUT Sita/arey
®! dic UgaHT AT 81 S
3w 3 9 + A

3F: YR <OT wfiedl @ 4RI
85 H gHIfRd|

I Iy &1 Ay TR

A Court ruling with no room for gender justice

nits judgment, Shivangi Bansal vs Sahib

Bansal, that was delivered in late July, the

Supreme Court of India has effectively

endorsed the suspension of the arrest or
coercive action under the anti-cruelty law in
Section 498-A of the erstwhile Indian Penal Code
(IPC). Apart from being predicated on false
premises, the judgment sets a dangerous
precedent for both criminal justice and gender
equality.

In many marriages, women suffer great levels
of inequality. Apart from being discriminated
against and stereotyped, they also face
harassment and violence including torture. To
redress violence in the domestic sphere, the
Parliament has brought in laws such as Section
498-A in the [PC in 1983. Section 498-A
(Section 85 of the new Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita)
penalises cruelty against women, by her husband
or his relative with imprisonment for three years
and a fine. Cruelty is defined wide enough to
include dowry harassment and driving the
woman to suicide or injury to life or health.

The statement of objects of the Amending Act
which brought in the law has underlined the need
o expand the scope of the law to apply to all
kinds of cruelty within marriage. This was done
in the wake of a large number of dowry deaths
and also noting that cruelty cases “culminate in
suicide by, or murder of, the helpless woman
concerned, constitute only a small fraction of the
cases involving such cruelty”. Penal legislation
such as the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 were
enacted to operate harmoniously with other laws
enacted for violence against women. Therefore,
Parliament, as the policymaker, after legislative
deliberation and study, has chosen to enact the
anti-cruelty law in this particular socio-cultural
context.

Blanket protection from arrest

However, it is without properly appreciating
these social realities that the Allahabad High
Court directed that no arrest or coercive action
must be taken against the accused persons for a
‘cool-off* period of two months from the
complaint. It also directed the district-level
constitution of family welfare committees, to
which cases are directed to be transferred to.
These directions are now endorsed by the
Supreme Court, amounting to a temporary but
blanket protection for the accused from arrest or
coercive action, when it is permitted by the
criminal law.

Importantly enough, this was done in an
individual dispute without examining in detail the
socio-political implications of such a suspension.
Nor was the State government heard in elaborate
detail - at least going by the top court’s judgment

Thulasi K. Raj

is a lawyer at the
Supreme Court
of india

With the top
court’s selective
suspension of
the anti-cruelty

been made
more
vulnerable
under the
justice system

— before approving the suspension concerning a
central criminal enactment. As a result of the
Jjudgment and its binding nature, even when
there is overwhelming evidence of this serious
crime, no arrests can be made by the police for at
least a period of two months after its filing. This
move also places a chilling effect on the
complainants, who are otherwise already
disadvantaged and discouraged from filing police
complaints. The safety of the complainant is also
severely put to risk. Further, the delay and
inaction of the police in a proper investigation of
complaints pertaining to ‘problems inside
marriage' are also legitimised by the judgment.

Now, it might be true that family law
jurisprudence in the country could improve with
alternate dispute resolution mechanisms such as
mediation, rather than adversarial litigation.
There is substance in the general argument that
in cases of divorce or custody of children,
conciliatory and effective resolution is more
desirable than a long adjudicative process. Family
cases are also highly sensitive and emotionally
charged, which makes them much more suitable
for the former than the latter. These aspects do
not, however, apply when serious allegations of
violence are made which come under the ambit
of the penal law.

The question of ‘misuse’
The narrative of ‘misuse” of the anti-cruelty law is
often heard in popular discourse. Unfortunately,
the Supreme Court itself has echoed a similar
sentiment in a series of cases. In Preeti Gupta and
Anr: vs State Of Tharkhand and Anr. (2010), the
Court held that several cases which are not bona
fide are filed under this provision. In Sushil
Kumar Sharma vs Union Of India and Ors. (2005),
the Court even said that “by misuse of the
provision a new legal terrorism can be
unleashed”. In Arnesh Kumar vs State Of Bihar
and Anr. (2014), the Court already issued strict
guidelines before arrest in anti-cruelty cases. It
directed “the State Governments o instruct its
police officers not to automatically arrest when a
case under Section 498-A of the IPC is registered
but to satisfy themselves about the necessity for
arrest under the parameters™ under Section 41 of
the earlier Criminal Procedure Code which deals
with appearance before police officers. Such
guidelines have already rendered police action
difficult.

Yet, before the Court, apart from individual
allegations, there is no concrete empirical data
with evidence of any such ‘misuse” of the
anti-cruelty law. Every time the Court is faced
with a dispute, it pertains to individual facts and
counter versions. Being a complex social
problem, this is also an area where the Court has

W 2 718 &1 ufady; foar uaR seamr gftfaal o sifart =g 3 defifd sl

much less institutional competence to conclude
that there is overall ‘misuse’. To venture into the
terrain of legislative wisdom, therefore, is outside
the corners of judicial expertise.

One of the arguments often used is the
allegedly low conviction rate in such cases, which
is around 18% as per the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) data in 2022. This means that
almost one out of five cases leads to conviction,
whi much higher than those in several other
offences. Even otherwise, a low conviction rate
does not automatically translate into the misuse
of the law. In a society such as ours, with
close-knit and dominating family relationships, it
is attributable to various factors such as the
problems in investigation, systemic bias and
social and familial pressure on the woman to
settle matte! he requirement of family
members having to testify in criminal courtisa
daunting task. Moreover, there is a high burden of
proof of ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ in criminal
cases in addition to the difficulty in finding
evidence for violence in intimate spaces.

Survey findings
The NCRB recorded that at least 1,34,506 cases
were registered under the law in 2022, The
National Family Health Survey-5 has reported the
ground reality — that there is a gross
under-reporting of violence against women in
several States. The rising number of cases, a
repun by the women’s centre Humsafar sai

“may be attributed to growing awareness among
women about the law”. Therefore, to draw
conclusions of widespread misuse from
individual cases “reflect institutional bias that
exists within the criminal justice system” (A
comprehensive study on the efficacy of Sect
498-A).

Now, even if we assume that there are false
cases filed under the law, the potential for misuse
is inherent in any law. The veracity of the
allegation under any criminal complaint can only
be determined upon a proper investigation. Now,
by selectively suspending the anti-cruelty law, the
Court has made the victims of cruelty much more
vulnerable than ever under India’s justice system.
To subject certain criminal provisions to a more
rigorous test than the others also has effects on
the uniformity and the consistency of the
criminal law.

The Court itself reiterated in Sushil Kumar
Sharma (2005), wherein the constitutional
validity of this very law was under challenge, the
settled legal principle that misuse of a law is no
ground to strike it down. Now, it has acted exactly
against this idea, making rigid the possibilities of
victims of cruelty to as) for any meaningful
semblance of justice.

o ®IE BT Fig: TG AT & SR B SRAIR IG@T; A THdl § GHTG STEHR] |
Hdftra Araa
. ORI $UR AT §9H YR Y (2005) — GSUANT BT B IE, B DI YR a1 |

. TR T 990 IRES IS (2010) - $B IS HHA! BT I, o Dig 319 3w sl Tl
. I AR M fS8R I (2014) - 498-T & d8d T FRERT f[GRMAC |
TSR 2022 & 3fipeS

134,506 HTHA & |

. TIRITG R ~18% (@3 SURTE ¥ 31fe) |
o NFHS-5: HRd ¥ @R G &1 S Wk &t sfer-Raifém
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. IS TR B fedT 3R ol 3iR fafad argta & gt g, For W1ed SemT &3+ gidl g

BT Tal & forg fazeyor
1. 1% 9@ ug fiam

o IET: ! TREARE &1 HH HRAT, TTRaTRS fddTel H AL0Rdl &1 Tieiig |
o SfTAE:
o« TR ST 3RTY DI ARG fdarg ! ag ol
. AW A ThTd HRATS DI SUET SR sia-/IRe B faya-g a1 8|
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3. GOULRT 99119 SeT
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|
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o SCI-3NYTRT EVPHIT: SUANT &R R 31 LTI & o1 51 TR&U H dGd |
. TIRNEOT gfeN SR <arauifaissT 1 TR e & o ugqstl R Hde-=id S|

. Jdhics fadTe THTY: Had daieed fAaTe (Siel MR 841 9 ) do S|

frepd

Rraiit §9a qme & g HIc o1 ol A8 &1 IREIRT ufady, faare o Har &1 JeA1 R 6! Afganst & fag
HRA & U HedYU! BT TREUT DI HHGIR B DI SIRGH Ul HdT g1 A FREIRT A1 Ifad 3=
2, AP blanket FHcia, Tifgdr & GRem & aog ARG B JRafm B Trufchdr a1 31 dffe g & e guR

Hg%ir\% fTHST-3MURT 3R A WETHD IeT & IFYT 8 dNeT— o gOUANT & YA ardl R
3T |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: RET 9 9919 TIfed 99 (2025) ATHE H Jai=d AMATad & g & Jag d Ay o 9
SYT I 3?

(A) 3T YIRT 498-T &I A H feam|

(B) 38 B A | & AEM B RGN ®ITH &) sReR T

(C) 39 it geot e Al # Rd TRERT ifard &= <t

(D) 3T YR 1T Nifgdl & Sfavid 75 Told A & |
Ans: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: YRT 498-T 3MFUNI (3T YRT 85, HRAF 1T Jigdl) ¥ 9 “GOUANT ®HYF" B AP [cWio™l
3iipgl & el | SIS IRV SIfo | T FUR FAST o oiffies =1 SIR Ufsharerss e
GIHI AT 81 9 | (150 Words)
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What will be the impact of Google antitrust case?

of India’s

of the s

What were the find

into Google?

PLAINER

john Xavier

The story so far:

n August 8, the Supreme ¢
admitted an appeal filed by
Alpi

comp:
judgment of the National Company Law
Appelte Trbunal VCLA, The trbund
had earlier upheld, atleast in part, the
Compeion Comision of i’ e
findings that Google had abuse

Sommisant position i the Andrcid
ecasystem to indulge in anti-competitive
practices. Alongside Google's appeal, the
Court also admitted related petitions from
the CCl itself and the Alliance Digital India
Foundation (ADIF), which is a coalition of
Indian startups critical of Big Tech
‘dominance. A Bench led by Justice PS.
Narasimha has listed the matter for a
detailed hearing in November

What has the CCl accused Google of?
The CCI's nvestigation into Google began
in 2020, sparked by complaints from app
developers and industry groups who
alleged that Google was using its market
dominance in Android to pus its own
servicesand resrit fair compiton.

By 2022, the Commission concluded
that mw«u had engaged in nitiple
anti competitive practices. Chicf among
them was the mandatory use of the
Google Play Billing System (GPBS) for
in-app purchases on the Play Store. This

that developers had to use

Google's payment process!
paying a commission that ty
between 15% and 30%, rather than
integrating their own billing solutions.

“Ihe regulator also found that Google
exempted its own app YouTube from
these billing requirements, iving th
cost advantage over compeling services.
“This, the CC1 argued, distorted the
levelplaying i and harmd both il

In court: 4logs of Gaogle s secn an s ofice bu

1, helping to prevent

der
in m.;.m" the O highghted that
the Andrg requi

use
fraud and reduce payment faiures. The

munphum makers to pre install
1»ﬂwglﬁ«(n|[sni ares— Search, Chiome,

itsaid,

dingin Hyderabad, 301¢7

reversal of the findings, the CCl wanted its
ariginal penalties and remedies restored

in full, and ADIF argued that the tribunal

with industry standards and provided
develpers access to Google's glohal
tribution re: 1

be,
access tothe c.x,gu lay Store. mumm,
hun dling

regular security updates.
e alsa

gued thar exempring
i n-house services from GPS way

1at’s at stake now?

“The case raises fundamental questions

about haw much e M’uml adominant

pliorm ke shavid have ver
and

nsta g ADIF has argued
P Goomn pites ot only e
payment options but also give it an undue
edge in promoting its own apps. A strong
p-CCl ruling eould give lacal companies
better bargaining power and distribution
access.

For Google the akes gobeyond Indls.
“The country 6 one o s arest
)y user base, ¢ ruling here

app prosiders.

Rased on these findings, the CCT
Knpose e of 9354 croe on Googe
and issued a set of bel ural remedies,
including directive to decouple Google®
payment system from Play Store access,
ensure transparency in billing data, and
refrain from using such data to advantage
its own services.

Whatis Google’s defence?
Google rejected the CCI's canclusions,

ot a
differences i their b |.:..

to \»lm intervene in

Polred ottt wary echrg i
apps like PhonePe, Payun, and Hotstar
Had grown sucessluly o Androd,
which s that the skt remained
ibrant and competitve.

the name of competition.
‘consumers, a ruling in favour of

could trigger i repuatory domands

in other jurisdictions. It could also force

Google to reconsider its global Android
P

«
potentially lower prices. If
bypass GPBS and use cheaper paymens

systeus, ey gt pusson sone of he

require it apenits
billing systems.

et o the rond shesi?

What was the NCLAT's judgment? g5 o use cy
Inarch the NCLAT deiversd s ruling | and s0 ’s hearingsin

on Gooy st the CCI's 2022 It November “mhm\mnumhuuxuk
oo e el el severe of e ki e “abuse of
CCPs finding wreing it Coogla’ Howeer, indusry observers warn that | dominance” under the Indian

arguing that its
enhance user experience, maintain
security, and enable a sustainable
business model for the Android
ecosysten,

and bundling of
apps amounted 1o abuse of dominance.
However, it reduced 'hv nmnrnl penalty
from 293644 crore o 12

ressoning it th oiinal amoun was

‘more fragmentation in
ditferent devices offering inconsistent
user experience

B

competonay and v cconomic
m markets. Whatever

the culcome,the deciion will et an

important preceden or how India

ts, the verdict
d

. consumer

The intained that Android
s n open-source operating syster,

question, Thu \rl ATalso wnlck I

pmduu tlexibiliy. If the Supreme Court

nalremedie,

available for
and that Original Equipment
Manufucurers (OEM) arenot oblted

some of the
hnldm llml cet il vemedxe\ ers iner
over b

sor
o s ight sain o eevay

ps I they
choose tolcense the core Androld
platform without Pla Sore access. T

gucd that pre ctof Google

In May 2025, following
areview pettion, the tribunal reinstated

Ceperiment vith ltemative Androkd
versions without m..g access to the Play

il era. With Andrvid powering over
S5 ofsmarphones e counry, the
uling wil directly influence how
hundr\us of millions of Indians access
apps make payuents, nd use moble
servis nth s 6.0

If

tits billing data polici

apps wasa matter of eeiene y and user
oot Al ik v i
om downloading competi
" O the biling s, Google daimed that
ensured safe and reliable

and that it must not use such data to gain

Store. This
for smaller Indian brands that have

hstron
cnforcement ofehe CCTY original

struggled sina

ts own apps
and services.

This il vitory e ll partes
ed. Google nplete

(ccl) & frw - 2022
. U WIE & o TTa W fafeit Red (GPBS) @1 sifard &=A1 (15-30%
. gogd Dl [T — Uldgigdl IR ARTd ary |
. W TR URN & o [d U &1 Yd-RITGAT SSfeiiT sifari |

For Indian startups and aj
developers. e case tepresents an
nity (o level the playinsg field

directians,

leading cxample of robust digital market

segilaten e\ EIL O S e
hand, if the C with Google, it
ill m o

n Y the National Company Law Appelate Tribunal uphald the
findings ofthe C( v Why did the tribunal reduce the financial penalty from 293644 crore to 22166

On August, th
Court admitted an appeal fled
Iphabet Inc. the parent

company of Gaogle,

judgment o the Nationa
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TRTA BT Y&
. SIS 3NUA-URI §; 3SUH (OEMs) 38 W R & faAT +t 3%awrd o= ¥ahd &
. JO-RIUAT — SUTGRTEHArS & gfaer & |
. GPBS — qRI&, fa4R=ia Y, HHIRM ¥ TIRRUfr! o S J0d=|
. WQGH (PhonePe, Paytm) ﬁwaﬁaﬁ%
TadTaedt (NCLAT) &1 fAufa - 2025
e TYd & TN & [T5HY B SRHIR G|
o A YT 2216.69 TRIS [hAT (T8 ST AT 710 |
. HAEIR® UR! H TRNeH, F1¢ H g1 T IR Rl e sgra|

TSI e,
TY BT GEUART

o FTIARHN QU + @ TR) BT sed BT Ufagyl ATAFTH BT URT 4 BT I9 872
. Y H IOR Wfad BT UGN HPb U faavor 3R Y &1 gHifad el
WewH =01 91 IT9R &t fAreggmar
. TS VT WWIH (g8 T SR 8 T gr o Tobal 87
. foded &1 Aifew 8 gan wfawadf &1 sragedr|
fSforea dwyar vd weré s uiifRifas!

. AD|F?ﬁ:W%mWWWW$WwﬁW@TWWﬁW
FRAT g

. Tg f3frea Sfear aeat &) vorgd o Tdar g

HHTAd U
gfe sc ccl & U AR I wiagyt-ueh)

. SUHIHT — 3P YT fdhed, $9-UU ARTd H HHY, dgaR MU=l

. WICHW — AP HicaTol M, GHM AR |

« OEMs — Hfaeaell Tarsif St qd-RITGAT &1 W=, TS5 Bidy P SHTGT|
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gfe sc el & yer A e ¢
. TYRAYFT — TDIPpd TR o SR |

o I UX Qlfch THTE o IToRRd Higd § Y JGard|

. YRd T 3ThTHG fafaa P galdied &R gbdl gl

3T ST IRAT
. Ggferd fafaee: SuHied fdebed RTEd S, fom tgiss uiiRifaet oF &1 $ifRR feu)

. ScTURefRfdr: JHYd QTHIH GRT ST -UTfHemdT (Self-preferencing) CARICEI
. WIEY Ju: faaRur Td Y 9l 9o fwer g sifard el
o STAfeeh GHTEM: doll ¥ Faerd ddb-iie! aTeiRl # fARaR AR

ey

T UTeRe HHAT HRA & 39 EPHI0 B URUING ST o dgd T THIIUHR ard fefoled wiewH
! fafatta forar STe | Safe < &1 Aol a1 at SuHiedr siffeR iR il & gt < a1 fo
H & Uhipd UIRFRUTAS! dF Alsd &I IF B TS15S BT R H 95% dNIR 8T 89 & HRUT I8 Thaal
WY TR W HRAST YR & VU TR, YA 3R IexA¢ 3FIHT DI gHIfad B |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: mﬁwwﬁwﬁ-ﬁﬁ%ﬂ (Antitrust) ATHS & deH A fRgfaRed Fy=1 R faaR Fifoe —
1. YR gfeRaet ST (CCl) A Ugiss URfRUTd®! 0 H UYd & GIUANT & ol TS IR S[HMHT |
2. CCI & e O § U I8 T fb 1 A 379-U0 Wi & foIe T0Ta i fafeit Red (GPBS) &1 IuanT ifard
fopar|

3. e AT = CCl §RT T T 9+t agRe YUR (Behavioural Remedies) &1 U8d &1 IE HR GAT |
SR 3T T HU A} S-91/ 98 2782

(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) had 1

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: YRd T fSfoTea gfaael Hifd & forg e dfaael-foxieh ame o Jdied e &t gAalg & Hed WX
== e | T8 vl TaRR, Iuiieadr iERT 3R wrésm uifRifde! & & fasr & g dqa- oo RIfd
X &l 57 (150 Words)
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he ‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam
T (Medicine at people’s doorstep’) scheme,

introduced in Tamil Nadu in August 2021,
and the Karnataka’s Gruha Arogya scheme,
launched in October 2024 and expanded to all
districts in June 2025, aim to deliver health care
at doorsteps for persons with non-communicable
diseases.

Several other Sates are implementing similar
programmes. While such initiatives represent
significant strides toward proactive health care,
they also prompt a profound question: as the
system strives to reach people’s doorsteps, to
what extent are citizens themselves able to reach,
engage with, and influence health governance at
different levels formally?
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The subject of citizen engagement
Health governance, once a government-led
function, now includes diverse actors such as civil
society, professional bodies, hospital associations
and trade unions. It operates through formal and
informal social processes, with power dynamics
shaping participation and influence. Public
engagement in health policy processes is
essential because it affirms self-respect, counters
epistemic injustice and upholds democratic
values by enabling people to shape decisions
affecting their health and health-care services.
Inclusive participation strengthens
accountability, challenges elite dominance and
reduces corruption. Without it, health
governance risks becoming oppressive and
unjust. Moreover, engaging communities fosters
collaboration with frontline workers, improves
service uptake, and supports better health
outcomes. It also builds mutual understanding
and trust between communities and providers.
The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM),

As States begin
to bring health
care directly to
doorsteps, steps
must be taken

launched in 2005, institutionalised public to engage
engagement in India’s health governance through communities as
platforms such as Village Health Sanitation and . o
Nutrition Committees (VHSNCs) and Rogi Kalyan dc[l\"e.

Samitis. These were designed to be inclusive, Partlmpﬂnts
particularly of women and marginalised groups, in shaping

and supported by untied funds for local health systems

initiatives. In urban areas, key platforms for civic
participation include Mahila Arogya Samitis,
Ward Committees, and non-government
organisation-led committees. Despite their
potential, in some areas these committees have
not been established, while in others where they
do exist, they face persistent challenges such as
ambiguous roles, infrequent meetings,
underutilisation of funds, poor intersectoral
coordination, and deeply rooted social
hierarchies.

Where the problem lies

A major challenge in India’s health system lies in
the prevailing mindset toward public
engagement. Policymakers, health administrators
and providers often view communities as passive
recipients of care rather than as active
participants in shaping health systems.
Programme performance is typically measured
through target-based metrics, such as the number
of “beneficiaries” reached, with little reflection
on how programimes are implemented or
experienced on the ground.

The use of the term “beneficiaries” itself
signals a deeper issue: it frames citizens as
objects of intervention, not as rights-holders or
co-creators of health systems. Although the
National Health Mission promotes bottom-up
planning, including community participation in
Programme Implementation Plans, such
engagement is rare in practice.

Health governance spaces remain dominated
by medical professionals, predominantly trained
in western biomedical models. Health
administrative leadership, across national, State,
district, and sub-district levels, is typically held
by doctors who are expected to learn public
health administration on the job. Promotions are
often based on seniority rather than public health
expertise, reinforcing a medicalised and
hierarchical system that remains disconnected
from community realities.

Scholarly work on health policy suggests that
resistance to public engagement often stems from
concerns over increased workload, greater

Reviving civic engagement in health governance

accountability pressures, regulatory capture by
dominant medical and capitalist interests, and
the absence of a level playing field in governance
processes.

In the absence of functional or inclusive
engagement platforms, citizens often resort to
alternative channels, such as protests, media
campaigns, and legal action to make their voices
heard. These responses reflect a deep and unmet
need for participation, voice and accountability
in health governance in India.

The need for a shift

A fundamental mindset shift is needed among
governance actors. Community engagement must
no longer be seen as merely to achieve
programme targets. Treating people as
instrumental to health outcomes is not only
reductive but also deeply disrespectful to their
agency and dignity. Participatory processes are as
important as the outcomes they seek to achieve.

To enable meaningful community engagement
in health governance, we must adopt a
two-pronged approach. First, this involves
actively empowering communities: disseminating
information about health rights and governance
platforms; fostering civic awareness early; making
intentional efforts to reach marginalised groups;
and equipping citizens with knowledge, tools,
and resources needed to participate effectively in
health care decision-making processes.

Second, we must sensitise health system actors
to move beyond framing poor awareness as the
sole reason for low health-seeking behaviour and
health-care utilisation among people.

This narrow approach risks individualising
blame, further victimising already vulnerable
populations, and ignoring the structural
determinants of health inequities. True
transformation requires that health professionals
view communities as partners, not passive
recipients, and that they work collaboratively to
address root causes. Establishing platforms for
public engagement is a necessary starting point,
but these platforms must be activated,
strengthened, and made meaningful.
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