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Centre seeks access to phone source codes

Tech firms object to the proposed ‘vulnerability
analysis” standards proposed by the Union govt.

Reuters
NEW DELHI
he Centre is consi-
Tdering legally im-
posing a set of re-
quirements for

smartphone makers in In-
dian markets as part of a
raft of “security mea-
sures”, prompting behind-
the-scenes opposition
from tech giants such as
Apple and Samsung.

Among the most sensi-
tive requirements for “vul-
nerability analysis” in the
new Indian Telecom Secur-
ity Assurance Require-
ments, drafted in 2023, is
access to source code — the
underlying programming
instructions that make
phones work and closely
guarded by the manufac-
turers.

This will be analysed
and possibly tested at de-
signated Indian labs, the
documents show. Apple
had declined China’s re-
quest for its source code
between 2014 and 2016,
and U.S. law enforcement
has also tried and failed to
getit.

The proposals require
automatic and periodic
malware scanning on
phones and storing of re-
cords of a phone’s activi-
ties in the device for at
least one year.

IT Ministry and tech ex-
ecutives are due to meet on
Tuesday for more discus-
sions, sources said.

“Any legitimate con-
cerns of the industry will
be addressed with an open
mind,” IT Secretary S.
Krishnan said, adding it

Surveillance tools

The Indian Telecom Security Assurance Requirements
propose 83 security standards including source code
disclosure for smartphone manufactures in Indian markets

= Background permission restriction:
Apps cannot access cameras, micro-
phones or location services in the
background when phones are inactive
= One-year log retention: Devices must
store security audit logs for 12 months

® Periodic malware scanning: Phones.
must automatically scan and identify
potentially harmful applications

The Centre revoked an order mandating a cyber
safety app, Sanchar Saathi, on phones last month

Gray area: Tech

companies say the
proposal lacks any
global precedent.

= Informing govt. of major updates:
Phone makers must notify a govt. body
before releasing any major updates or
security patches

was “premature to read
more into it”.

quirement to alert the go-
vernment to major soft-

Tech companies have
countered that the package
of 83 security standards,
which will include a re-

ware updates, lacks any
global precedent and risks
revealing proprietary de-
tails, according to four pe-

ople familiar with the dis-
cussions and a Reuters
review of confidential go-
vernment and industry
documents.

Indian government re-
quirements have irked
technology firms before.
Last month the Centre re-
voked an order mandating
a state-run cyber safety
app, Sanchar Saathi, on
phones amid concerns ov-
er surveillance.

The new proposal is
part of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s efforts to
boost security of user data
as online fraud and data
breaches increase in the
world’s second-largest
smartphone market, with
nearly 750 million phones.

Manufacturers will also
have to make software
changes under the require-

ments to allow pre-in-
stalled apps to be unin-
stalled and to block apps
from using cameras and
microphones in the back-
ground to “avoid malicious
usage”.

Device makers will have
to inform the National
Centre for Communication
Security about major soft-
ware updates and security
patches before releasing
them to users, and the
centre will have the right to
test them.

Tech companies Apple,
Samsung, Google, and
Xiaomi, and the Manufac-
turers’ Association for In-
formation Technology
(MAIT) did not respond to
requests for comment.

However, MAIT had
asked the Ministry last
week to drop the proposal,

Apple declined Chinese attempts to access code;
and U.S. law enforcement also tried and failed

a source with direct know-
ledge said.

“This [source code re-
view and analysis] is not
possible... due to secrecy
and privacy,” MAIT had
said in a confidential docu-
ment drafted in response
to the government propo-
sal, and seen by Reuters.
“Major countries in the EU,
North America, Australia,
and Africa do not mandate
these requirements.”
MAIT’s document says reg-
ular malware scanning sig-
nificantly drains a phone’s
battery and seeking go-
vernment approval for
software updates is “im-
practical” as they need to
be issued promptly.

“There is not enough
room on device to store 1-
year log events,” MAIT said
in the document.
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Countdown to launch of
PSLV-C62 mission begins

The vehicle, carrying an earth observation satellite and 15 ‘co-passengers’ developed by Indian and

overseas customers, is set to lift off at 10.17 a.m today; it is the 105th launch from Sriharikota

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he 22.5-hour count-
T down to the launch

of the Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (PSLV),
carrying an earth observa-
tion satellite and 15 co-pas-
senger satellites, com-
menced at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota on Sunday.

The Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
is scheduled to launch the
PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 Mission
at 10.17 a.m. on Monday
from the first launch pad of
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre. This will be the
105th launch from Srihari-
kota. It will also be the 64th
flight of the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle and the
fifth mission of the PSLV-
DL variant.

The 15 co-passenger sa-
tellites have been deve-
loped by start-ups and aca-
demic institutions from
India and abroad. The
EOS-NI satellite is said to
have been built for strateg-
ic purposes.

“It is a commercial mis-
sion of NewSpace India Li-
mited (NSIL). EOS-N1 and
14 co-passenger satellites

The ISRO said that after the injection of EOS-N1 and 14 satellites, the PS4 stage will be re-started to
de-boost and enter a re-entry trajectory, followed by KID Capsule separation. @isro/X

will be injected into a Sun
Synchronous Orbit and
KID Capsule into a re-entry
trajectory,” the ISRO said.
It added that after the
injection of EOS-NI and 14
satellites, the PS4 stage will
be re-started to de-boost
and enter a re-entry trajec-
tory, followed by KID Cap-
sule separation. “Both PS4
stage and KID Capsule will
re-enter into Earth’s At-
mosphere and impact will

be in the South Pacific
Ocean,” the ISRO said.

The 15 co-passengers
are: Theos-2 earth obser-
vation satellite built jointly
by Thailand and the U.K.;
CGUSAT by Dhruva Space
(India); DSUSAT by Dhruva
Space; MOI-1 by Dhruva
Space and Takeme2Space
(India); LACHIT by Dhruva
Space and and Don Bosco
University (India); Thy-
bolt-3 by Dhruva Space;
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Munal by Nepal university
Antharkshya  Pratishtan
(Nepal) and MEA, Gol; KID
Capsule by Orbital Para-
digm (Spain) and RIDE!
(France); Edusat by AlltoS-
pace (Brazil); Uaisat by All-
toSpace; Galaxy Explorer
by AlltoSpace; Orbital
Temple by AlltoSpace; Al-
debaran-1 by AlltoSpace;
Sanskarsat by Laxman
Gyanpith (India); and Ayul-
Sat by OrbitAid (India).




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.zr.m]

[umgm sssssssssssss
= @Y g faiwang
At ea ik IRe:
o YdId IUTE VATV A BT 64T IS

o TUAUAAI- ST (G3HA-ICT-3ii-) BRI BT 5 af FH=E, G-t TRuSdT AR fayF-iadr & g=ian
gl

Jdts HET:
e EOS-N1:T&% WIS U F HEaYUl Yt Saaich SWIE, S HRA B FIRMT 3R Y-S githan
&3l P ggrar g

o 15 TB-UHT IUUE: HRAIT iR fae=ft wrd-srm, fayfaenem ok Tt gr1 faefya, s afiye g-
JWIE U % & &0 H HRA B! YW1 B! USRid Sl g

Fe 3R fimE wiwsa:
o T RiepIY siffde @auysh) H SoaRH, TR gt AT 3R Rfie WRAT sruain & fore Heayut
gl

e PS4 WOl -WIE 3R I-9xe: 07 U=Id AGITR H PS4 TRUT 3R KID $RA HT HaHd T: gawr
fafier fRRAT 3R weflu Hde & THT R S & d¢d HIhT ol Sidal gl

TRITTT 3R arivoifeus Aga

o IRE & N gfear faftice & A § e U ¥ Fufed foar o g, o sidfeer & |
afarem, fame 3R aiftiiouds YfHewTsf &1 e HRA &1 HRA Bi IUHITT DI ASTgd Bl ¢ |

o YJ Y O WIE-31Y 3R SHRTPY YAl B HIfiaR SidiRer &= b FURT (2020 & §1a) BT Jberdl
&1 gRITa g, Forem ot Raanfear ok fageit wrfiert & fore Sam @a ez

AP iR fawrarae fAfgard

RIS Red

o 33MTY-TA1 HRA P IFIAe Gt Sacipd &mdl 1 Holgd SRl 8, T Jaied, THgEl Sae
SIREadT 3R SMTUal Ufafshar & Teradl el g

arftfere siaf¥ar Aqa

o Tecl-dedrge VSRR R siafver & anTd HTdt SR faya-a ugd Ua™ #-ab afye did Tardnsi
¥ A YR ot ufamufdredl o s¢1d §

TR 3R &rFar fAmfor

o TIyfoeTel 3R wrd-3ru o1 UFERY 3= Wi &3 § WM Fa™R, SN e 3R MR
YRd &) 9T ot g

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS mm e .Nsr.m]

IIIIIIII CES

forieR siafver dame=
o PS4 Sl-3fifafcT iR Fwga -Uh ATt 3fales & forHeR 3R RHS: SUAN & IR HHES! & ATy
WY B T
o
dirauadl-Tie2/330g-TH1 =M YRA & 3faRker HTRIHH & IURD IRA &I S-1d1 § - T ¥4 4 I &
I AT A T H AR Ui -qTfoToyeh-FaraR Sarferd aiRTRfe! d deb | I8 Y& Se=l,

I vegur, ot & &t ifiaRT iR RURGT Surll & TaioH 4, YRd Ge &I U@ [y, SiHeR 3R
yfaegff siafver wfad & w0 & RAfd #5381 7 | gHieas) IeiaR! & fig, I8 fiIRM 39 91 &1 Wy IR0

g for 1 ofafe UIeNfIe! THBE URT & GR&, rfawyT, He-ifd 3R AR & 91 Hidwse &t g

Y : Tt SaAipT SUUE! Bl G4 JeIbIierd Hell (THuH3) H 7@+ &1 Wdiie 3534 &

(a) YRS TR Ja13if B Fe&rd BT
(b) AT & foIE RO =TT IR gAY s 3
(c) U&UUT ANTd T HTB! HH BT

(d) SUUE P SHaIhTd TG

3xIR: b)

Y : URd & AdRE Y&TU ST Gite UTaR 3R [T Fe-iid T ol ANGH od o7 81d B IaIgRull & ary
AR

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



VUF
INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS {

TR B USRI T BT o A Tead A3y & TR&07 Ja1aff o1 Afde -id IR 989 &I i § L= e fea
| YRRy IR T aTel= T1edl & YR W, MYyl — YR & s — b &d & [P IRE HSd AFANIGR!
3R 3MSHfADHT TR TIoiId TAREUN B TTAHSHAT G W ANl 3R RAFT THER (SMsUTead) &I gk

TR I SR} I g | 3100 39 d1d TR UHTRT ST g [ Ha "URi= SiTa” o Siuf-afie i & foar snf
1 3MYfYep TREUT Y SMBR T §, SRR FHINS U 3R AbdifAeD ARG B! HHOIR Hd ol

Conservation practices in the Global
South undermine rights: researchers

In an article in Nature, a group of researchers, including many from India, has argued for greater rights, agency, and education among communities; as the late conservationist
Madhav Gadgil put it, “Talk of many things, not just air and water and the bird that sings, but of men and money and economic reforms...

Divya Gandhi

xactly 20 years ago, forest
rangers in Chitwan National
Park in Nepal nabbed a farmer,
Shikharam Chaudhary, who
they believed helped his son bury, in his
own backyard, a stolen rhino horn. The
rangers interrogated him and
waterboarded him in prison.

Days later, Chaudhary died. No horn
was found. But the large and wealthy
global conservation organisation World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) curiously
campaigned for the charges filed against
the rangers to be dropped, and won. The
story came to light in an investigation by
BuzzFeed News in 2019,

But two decades after this murder, the
colonial legacy in the world of
conservation, of privileging individual
wildlife over human well-being, endures
in the Global South. One article in the
latest edition of Nature suggests the
marginalisation and “othering” - the
treatment of people as “different”, or
creating an "us” versus “them” narrative -
continues to affect indigenous people
when conservation projects are
concerned.

The discourse on racism in
conservation was renewed by the Black
Lives Matter protests of 2020. The authors
of the paper, many of whom are Indian
scientists, instead propose a framework
for more “inclusive” conservation that
supports the human rights of black,
indigenous and people of colour (BIPOC)
communities, and nature, by countering
exclusion.

A great othering

The history of conservation has always
been steeped in marginalisation, injustice
and racism, said the paper: “'Othering’ in
conservation has primarily occurred
against BIPOC communities, and is
exacerbated in the global south, where
governance systems and the rule of law
and protection of both individual and
collective rights are often weaker.”

‘The main players in this form of
discrimination are the wealthy elite,
multi-national corporations, and the
i ce of the colonial penchant for a
“pristine” wilderness devoid of people.

Colonial rulers routinely forced
indigenous peoples and communities out
of protected areas. However, the paper
said, although conservation “has evolved
substantially to be more inclusive,” the
racist European colonial past has created
a roadmap for continued marginalisation.

The scientists elaborate that the
modern conservation movement began
during the European colonial era in the
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The colonial legacy in the world of conservation, of privileging individual wildlife over human well-being,

endures in the Global South, M, SATHYAMOCRTHY/T=E HINDU

1800s, when indigenous people were
portrayed as “uncivilised" and racially
inferior. They rationalised the latter's
extermination and the appropriation of
their territories, especially in India and in
African colonies. Today, “conservation
campaigns and initiatives, particularly
through campaigns aimed at the Western
public, often value wild animals over
BIPOC people,” the paper added.

Games in India

In India, the British colonial
administration created public works
projects such as perennial irrigation and
railways. But they also instituted
mechanisms to displace local
communities {for forestry, plantations,
development and conservation) and
created game reserves where the elite
could hunt wildlife for sport.

The authors use the recent example of
the tiger Avni, killed in 2018, to illustrate
urban-rural divisions in conservation.
There was intense public outrage.
“Notably, little mention was made of the
number, names or ages of the children
left parentless following Avni's killing of at
least 13 rural villagers,” the authors
added. Mumbai’s animal lovers
demanded “justice” for the tigress and
her cubs, chanting “Avni’s kids, nation’s
kids™.

“Along with that, when these animals,
elephants, wild pigs, crocodiles, have left
forest areas or sanctuaries to raid crops or

ON INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
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Barely 200 vears ago, the Niligiris
were completely managed by
indigenous communities who today
have almost no voice at all. They are
marginalised on virtually every count
TARSH THEKAEKARA

The Shola Trust

kill people, either little has been done, or
compensation has been limited,” the
paper’s co-author Kartik Shanker, a
professor at the Centre for Ecological
Sciences, Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru, told The Hindu.

Wildlife conservation in India is still
dominated by the urban elite, by certain
castes, with their privileged and often
Western views of what conservation is, he
added. This brings with it a combination
of outdated notions of “pristine nature”
and neoliberal views of monetising
conservation, e.g., ecotourism for the
rich, as well as animal-rights-centric
opposition to traditional forms of use that
can benefit local communities.

In a 2014 report in The Hindu, this
reporter found that between 2001 and
2011, 192 cases were registered against
tribal communities living in and around
Nagarahole National Park, violating the
Forest Rights Act. The tribal people's

“offences” were “trespassing forest land”
in which they had lived for generations,
collecting honey and cultivating ginger in
the forest.

Gadgil’s paradigm shift

The new work argues for greater rights,
agency, and education among
communities. As the late peoples’
conservationist and scholar Madhav
Gadgil put it in his autobiography, “Talk
of many things, not just air and water and
the bird that sings, but of men and money
and economic reforms...”

‘There have been many movements to
make conservation more people-centric
in India. Ashish Kothari’s Kalpavriksh,
Madhav Gadgil’s work on People’s
Biodiversity Registers, and Keystone’s
work in the Nilgiris are some examples.

Most of the progress has been at the
level of “ideas”, another co-author, Tarsh
Thekaekara, trustee of The Shola Trust,
told The Hindu: “The concept of
coexistence has become mainstream,
even in India. Forest departments
everywhere now use the language of
coexistence, and there’s a broad
recognition that the old fortress
conservation model is no longer viable."

But the prevailing notion of “a pristine
wilderness without human occupation™
casts local people “as enemies, rather
than custodians of nature.”

Indigenous peoples and local
communities (IPLCs), on the contrary,
can be “very effective stewards of nature.
“Dehumanisation” is not limited to
extreme events but is a “common
everyday occurrence,” present in many
societies even today, the paper continued.

In Nagarhole, there are ongoing
protests by the Jenu Kurubas. The Van
Guijjars in the Himalayas continue to be
dispossessed of their livelihoods and ways
of life, Dr. Thekaekara said. "Almost
everywhere you look, there are stories of
dispossession.”

The Nilgiris is a particularly stark
example, he added: “Barely 200 years
ago, this landscape was completely
managed by indigenous communities
who today have almost no voice at all.
They are marginalised on virtually every
count.”

The historical legacy of conservation
“cannot be easily undone," said the
paper. Instead it proposes a four-step
framework to address the disparity:
engaging and supporting human rights,
advocating for and making space for the
agency of IPLCs, challenging the accepted
norms of how we engage with people
from BIPOC communities, and seeking
out new educational opportunities for
and from BIPOC communities.

divya.gandhi@thehindu.co.in
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The death by torture of a
Nepalese farmer, Shikharam
Chaudhary, at the hands of
forest guards created no
ripples in the usual elite
circles. Instead, WWF
campaigned for charges to be
dropped

v

‘Othering” has primarily been
against BIPOC communities.
The main players zre the
wealthy elite, multi-national
corporations, and the
inheritance of the colonial
penchant for 2
wilderness devoid of people.
Today conservation often
values wild animals over
people

v

When the tiger Avni was killed
in 2018, there was intense
public outrage. Little mention
was made of Avni’s killing of
13 villagers. Animal lovers
chanted ‘Avni's kids, naticn's
kids'
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Should the age of consent be lowered?

While some argue that the current law criminalises consensual relationships among adolescents, others warn that lowering the age could undermine protections against
child exploitation. This debate comes amid rising POCSO cases, highlighting a growing conflict between adolescent autonomy and the need to safeguard vulnerable minors

LETTER & SPIRIT

ngh

n January 10, the Supreme

Court (SC), in its judgment in

the State of Uttar Pradesh

versus Anurudh & Anr.,
acknowledged the growing misuse of the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCSO), 2012 in
consensual, romantic adolescent
relationships, where one party is a minor.
Tt urged the Union government to initiate
corrective measures to exempt genuine
adolescent relationships from the special
child protection law’s rigorous
application. This has revived the debate
on the ‘age of consent’.

The legal framework
The age of consent refers to the legally
defined age at which an individual can
consent to sexual activity. In India, it is
currently 18 vears, as established by the
gender-neutral POCSO Act. Anyone below
this age is classified as a “child”, making
their consent to sexual acts legally
irrelevant. Consequently, sexual acts with
minors are treated as “statutory rape”,
based on the legal presumption that
children lack the capacity to give valid
consent. Section 19 of the POCSO Act
mandates that any person who suspects
or has knowledge of an offence under the
Act, whether likely to occur or already
committed, must report it to the local
police or the Special Juvenile Police Unit.
The 18-year threshold was firmly
cemented in the broader criminal law
framework by the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013. This Act notably
amended, among others, Section 375 of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which
defines ‘rape’ and, until 2012, had set the
‘age of consent’ at 16 vears. The
amendments, aimed at strengthening
laws related to sexual offences against
women, aligned IPC’s Section 375 with the
18-year age stipulated in POCSO, thereby
ensuring comprehensive protection
against child sexual abuse. The Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, retained this
position: Section 63 defines rape to
include sexual acts with or without
consent if the woman is under 18,
Historically, India’s age of consent has
evolved significantly - from 10 years
under the 1860 IPC to 12 (Age of Consent
Act, 1891), then 14, and 16

Bengal found that 24.3% of them involved
romantic relationships, with 82% of
victims in such cases refusing to testify
against the accused. Another
Enfold-Project 39A study of 264 cases
under Section 6 (aggravated penetrative
sexual assault) of POCSO in the same
States found that 25.4% of them involved
consensual relationships. Therefore,
many advocate for a more nuanced legal
approach, one that respects the consent
of those over 16 while ensuring safeguards
against coercion, exploitation, or abuse of
authority. They call for shifting the
conversation towards informed, open
dialogue around sex education,
relationships, and consent, rather than
blanket criminalisation, which often leads
to misuse. In many Western democracies,
the consent age is 16, with safeguards
against coercion and abuse. Countries like
the UK., Canada, and several EU nations
recognise ‘close-in-age’ exemptions or the

until POCSO raised it to 18 in 2012.
Tmportantly, the age of consent is distinct
from the ‘minimum age of marriage’,
which under the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006, is 18 for females and
21 for males.

Arguments in favour
Tn recent years, the debate over the age of
consent has intensified, particularly due
to a surge in POCSO cases involving
adolescents aged 16-18, where the girl
often testifies to ‘consensual sex’.
Advocates for lowering the age of consent
argue that the current law fails to
recognise adolescent sexuality, infringing
on the autonomy of 16-18-year-olds
capable of giving mature consel
Underscoring the POCSO Act’s intent,
they emphasise that it was designed to
prevent child sexual abuse, not to
criminalise consensual romantic
relationships among older adolescents.
Reflecting the ground realities of
“adolescent sexual behaviour’, the NFHS-4
(201516) shows that 11% of girls had their
first sexual experience before age 15, and
39% before 18. An Enfold study analysing
7,064 POCSO judgments (2016-2020)
across Assam, Maharashtra, and West

‘R Juliet clause’, ensuring that
teenagers in consensual relationships
with slightly older peers are not
criminalised.

The challenge
However, there are genuine concerns on
reducing the age of consent. Many believe
that such a move would risk weakening
the deterrent framework, enabling
trafficking and other forms of child abuse
under the guise of consent. The current
“bright-line rule” — which treats all
individuals under 18 as incapable of
consenting to sexual activity - reflects a
clear legislative intent to create an
unambiguous zone of protection for
minors under the POCSO Act and BNS.
This rule avoids subjective judgments by
replacing them with an objective,
consistent standard. Individuals against
reducing the age of consent acknowledge
that courts may exercise “guided judicial
discretion” in isolated cases inv olving
C adolescent i but
they caution against codifying such
exceptions in law.

More worryingly, child cxplonauon
often occurs by individuals in posi

s O

ISTOCKPHOTO

2007 study by the Ministry of Women and
Child Development found that over 50%
of abusers were known to the child. In
such cases, children often lack the
emotional independence or capacity to
resist or report abuse, making any claim
of consent meaningless. Diluting the law
would legitimise coercion, suppress
disclosures, and contradict the
constitutional and statutory commitment
to protecting children’s best interests.
Lowering the age would also risk
encouraging younger children to engage
in sexual activity prematurely, without
the emotional maturity to comprehend its
ramifications.

Parliament has rejected

Similarly, the Bombay HC in Ashik Ramjaii
Ansari versus State of Maharashtra (2023)
held that sexual autonomy includes both
the ‘right to engage” in consensual activity
and the ‘right to protection’ from sexual
aggression, and that recognising both is
key to respecting human sexual dignity.
However, in Mohd. Rafayat Ali versus
State of Delhi, the Delhi HC, asserted that
“consent is legally immaterial” under
POCSQ if the victim is under 18. Most
notably, on August 20, 2024, the Supreme
Court overturned a controversial Calcutta
HC ruling that acquitted a man in a
POCSO case involving a 14-year-old girl,
reaffirming that POCSO does not
recognise ‘consensual sex’ with minors.
Yet, later invoking Article 142
(extraordinary jurisdiction), the top court
declined to impose a sentence despite
conviction, noting the girl did not view
the incident as a crime and had suffered
more from the legal process than the act
itself, but it also stated that the judgment
should not be treated as precedent.

Iy, on August 19, 2025, in a
hearing of a case at the SC, Justice BV.
Naymnhm observed that romantic
between persons on the

dxﬂeren!l Look at the trauma the girl
undergoes if she loves a boy and he is sent
to jail, because her parents would file a
POCSO case to cover the elopement”,
Justice Nagarathna observed.

The road ahead

While reducing the age of consent is
within the jurisdiction of Parliament, the
SC must step in to clarify the growing
interpretational divide between the
statutory framework and HC rulings,
ensuring consistency for investigating
agencies and lower courts alike.
Moreover, laws alone cannot address the
layered and complex realities of
adolescent life. For real impact, we need a
holistic approach with access to
comprehensive sex education, respect for
young people’s autonomy, accessible
sexual and reproductive health services,
gender-sensitive and responsive law

cnfm cement, and, above all, a social

that supports adolescents,

proposals to lower the age of consent.
The Justice Verma C ittee had

ally girls, when they find
Ives at odds with their families.

recommended keeping it at 16 under IPC
Section 375, but Parliament chose to raise
it to 18 in 2013, aligning with the POCSO
framework. The 240th Report of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Human Resource Development (2011)
rejected recoy 1g mmnr consent in the
POCSO Bill, stating that or
maturity was legally xrrelevant. Similarly,
the 167th Report of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Home Affairs
(2012) supported raising the age to 18 and
opposed any ‘close-in-age’ exemption.

Data from studies like Enfold paint a
clear picture — there are too many cases,
which stem from consensual romance,
that are often weaponised by
disapproving parents, which clog courts
and erodes trust in the system without
addressing root issues like poor sex
education or cultural taboos around
dating. The real challenge involves not
merely analysing whether the age of
consent should remain 18 or fall back to
16, but how the law can be recalibrated to
dmmgmﬁh genuine adolescent

Most recently, the Law C i 's
283rd Report (2023) on the age of consent
warned that reducing the age of consent
would render POCSO a “paper law”,
undermining efforts to combat child
marriage, prostitution, and trafficking.

Legal opinions

Time and again, courts have faced the
tough task of upholding the letter of the
law while recognising that its application,
in some cases, can inflict real harm on
those it seeks to protect. In State versus
Hitesh (2025), the Delhi High Court (HC)
held that “...societal and legal views on
adolescent love should emphasise the
rights of young individuals to engage in
romantic relationships that are free from
cxplouauon and abuse . The law should
evolve to ack ledge and respect these

trust, such as family members,
neighbours, teachers, and caregivers; a

relationships, as long as they are
consensual and free from coercion.”

from exploil ones. A
wholesale reduction risks diluting child
protection, yet the current blanket rule
unjustly criminalises young people
navigating consensual intimacy.

Instead of a blanket reduction that
could open doors to predators disguising
coercion as consent, we need a pragmatic
tweak: introduce ‘close-in-age’
exemptions for 16-18-year-olds, say within
a 3-4 year gap, coupled with mandatory
Jjudicial reviews to sniff out any foul play,
while ramping up school programs on
healthy relationships, consent, and
emotional resilience. This way, we
honour adolescent autonomy without
gutting protections, and build a
framework where kids learn to navigate
fely, reducing misuse of the law
and fostering a more empathetic society.

Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi.

THE GIST
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In recent years, the debate
over the age of consent has
intensified, particularly due to
asurge in POCSO cases
involving adolescents aged
16-18, where the girl often
testifies to ‘consensual sex’.

v

An Enfold study analysing
7,064 POCSO judgments
(2016-2020) across Assam,
Maharashtra, and West Bengal
found that 24.3% of them
involved romantic
relationships, with 8206 of
victims in such cases refusing
to testify against the accused.

v

However, there are genuine
concerns on reducing the age
of consent. Many believe that
such a move would risk
weakening the deterrent
framewrork, enabling trafficking
and other forms of child abuse
under the guise of consent.

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.zr.m]

| unva | Q5o seces

ST 3R Faute gy
o YR DI YU DI 31 18 TN g, oI Arafenti 4 et dis Ht I nfafafy S 9 9 IR-Tgufd
I i gl
o U U BT STRIRS ST @=NeF) R, 2013 GRT Holgd fovar a7 T SR STIRIRS B
®I POCSO o STA-TREUN Gid o 1Y TR B §U HRAF <O Aigdl, 2023 & T8 SRBIR I
T T

o TP JUMHD TAHR & RIS W YR g, T8 T gU o ATGTenT § gl o B B &l
BT 3T B, S yad= & fore ue "Isaa-¥ar oy s9a1 g1

Ul P 3 U HIA & Y& 6 b
Teafd I frR daef &1 srRTeftwror

o SIHAS 3Tl ¥ UdT Iadl § fh POCSO A &1 U Hedqul 3UTd 16-18 9N &1 31 &
foreiRt & ot genfa § Awifew Teet T Iaa BT gl

o U NG S AW H SRR Jal T DI e (bl STl § 3R Talt BT Uisharsit & Areqd ¥ fheiR
JefHal B fgdiae Iadte fFar S 8|

= waraar &t A

o TSl BT 8 b 16 a9 F 31fi U & Rt & Uy ezal & SR & gfed faswed a1 & forg
T ST IRuedl g 6|

o TIHM HHA MG aRafamdrs] iR fFRR I TagR & 3™l Bl 8, oIl foh TTUH T
S¢1 8 uRafed giar g

T Rgia Snary

o T3 QB (IGTERUT & Y, Job, HTST, RIU TG & od) GOUANT B! b & [T "Frol-3-ToT
1 AfPR-Sfere g & 1Y TgAfd &1 39 16 I8 FufRd #vd €1

T foidmg

o I AT A A WA 3R I ! & Taafd F (R SfaTal ¥ ST HA Bl fa=adhdl
W SR fa 8, S Gaufes AT &) qiar 31

TgHfd BT 3T FH HA & farw ab
T TR B FHSIR HIA BT SITGH

o JUFHHBT I T, YIRA 3R T4 MW & RIATH JR&f U Bl AR BT o Ihell 6, faRiw
U ¥ SR 1 Iy & Ul W 98 Al gR|

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.zr.m]

| UMiYA | Gl cenvicss
=1 Bt GIEATHS WerdT
o T T Tbd fArerdT § S oTet Nwor & 31T Ara # J1d safad Wit 81 &, STel Ty "ggafa”
STaREIIT IT R &1 URUMH 8 Jobal g
faemdt sy SR I J =
o TG A TEHN B T HH B & UATA] DI AR WXl B (G418, TRl & HadIRD HTH T
TR STef TR0 Y Trifiyehar < B
o fafy 3mamT (2836 RUIE, 2023) 7 Fara-t &} fr FHASR TS T POCSO WA 81 bl B
o TV 3R Yaa-1IdT
o SEc-ARA aH S Fidd AT HRa1 § 3R BT Udd- Tkl gRT AN a1 3R
RT3 &Y Ahdl g |
Qe dqe sifefaan

STAd! = oIl 3R RS | U1 f3dd BT TN Hp ATHINIG aRAfdedrst & I e HRAT B
T &1 YA o 8, H-adt quf <o &vA & e srgade 142 &1 SgH a1 § | 8Ty, S99 SRR
IR 3ififEraar +ft ¥ar g3 B, St dedf i e & o fyurh Ty dr B saxdehdr &) ¥@ifhd Bl 7

31 $1 I8

o HEd T HH P ToTT, [T BT G § T 16-18 T B 1Y & fHRT & o7 FeaAfa I Jeieh & fow
YHIU Y F IR B! T3 ‘FaAIS-3-US e & DI oY, S G A1 iid b 37efH 3|

o T PHRUN DI QR B & a4 TS A1 11efT, fhR-3rdha W arsf 3R fei-HaegT=ia giaRi
&I Aolgd HRAT Hedul g |

o e SR SIS o fore Wy fE=MHAE=T POCSO & Hd YRETHD IR0 Bl AR HXd U GOUTNT
1 HH I AHd g

e

A &1 Y DI 9689 Had Ud BT U o1 &, Siewh aTd W&, Gaene Afdeadr 3R fHiR i &I
G A & oI URA & TN &1 Ufafdd g1 Tgufa & SH &1 $HRA I HHSR TG $I 20T & fog
ISR HRA BT SRAH BT §, ITHM TS RIS gl &0 § weafd ¥ fheiR Jeet o <fsd
HRAT & 3R AR Yot H fay & FHGR Hal 81 Th THYRT Sl & SO Th dhioses, fedR-
Yaee GUR, T 31fed fewrs; Al Ua &dl § - S gaT Al i TTRAT, Toid! 3fR <1 ¥ $6R fahy
ST St 1 &1 AT 5 |

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



CIVIL SERVICES

vy : frafefea 9 | fea e 3 dae & 8 & Jsufa 1 3mg 9 w13 d POCSO &I "HRTS

S 1 fean oI g&ar 82

(a) =arafd aAf wfafa

(b) ST AFATIBR STANT

(c) HRd T fafy ramT

(d) BT ST SABR TREOT SHTIRT
3TiR: ¢)

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS mm G .Nsr.m]

JUTTERTT §87 U4 31T Uy

Y : U BIc - Tedid U fhIR Jaei & giedr AT o GIuanT & Wb [hdl ¢ | fh=IR TRl
ol BT GRET & [T o & QI o drd a-1d &1 TR ST $L1 (150 Ted)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




VUF
INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [

Foundation

UE 11 : ST 1l : YR JTTRIT / URFU® URIET

HRA B! T Aifd Ufagiie 0 ¥ AIR-Heaifid e ®Iu ¥ U ad 0T, e 3R qRem-3H
e H fopfd g8 3, o W & i, 3 3R vadt af¥ie Hearmiensit &1 exifd g1 S & Sreed)
FEHUTH 319 3R 3R, AR gRT YuIfed € o gagd 3 IRiesd &fsar # o9 & 75 §, &g
TETTR &7 (33 3I3MR) & 1Y HRA BT JSTd 3TD! AP YR, Heid 3R b BT g o 701 5 | T
Yfdd IR 7T RR ¥ SR YR & HeTgIUIg ARG & T -o R fad H aRad & Y@l d Hdl g

ABSTRACT

Strong traditions:

India’s maritime policy: how it has
evolved and what lies ahead

India’s maritime policy has undergone significant evolution, intricately linked to its historical and geographical context, as explored in “The Routledge

Handbook of Maritime India: The handbook delves into Indias

he two most prominent

geographic features of the

Indian subcontinent, with India

atits centre, are the Himalayas
and the Indian Ocean. They not only
defined India’s geographic boundaries but
also shaped its history, culture, and
civilisation. While foreigners came to
India through the land route in the north
10 establish empires — some great and
some not-so-great — in the south of the
Vindhyas, where the presence of the sea
is constant, Indians sailed east and west
for trade, cultural exchange, and the
occasional conquest.

In this broad historical context, a
question arises — what is the significance
of the maritime domain for India, as
viewed through the lenses of history,
strategy, economics, and technology? A
comprehensive and scholarly work, The
Routledge Handbook of Maritime India,
edited by Allur Subramanyam Raju an
R. Srinivasan, presents

i fonal response to this
fundamental question.

On maritime history

second, India’s very independence itself”

The first part of the handbook,
comprising five essays by different
scholars, traces the historical evolution of
India’s outward reach, focusing on the
Cholas, the Marathas, Europeans and
Indo-Arab maritime trade. Author N.
Manoharan called the Cholas “The
Nautical Tigers.” The chapter on
scholar-diplomat K. M. Panikkar critically
analyses his ideas and establishes their
continuing relevance to contemporary
geopolitics. Varun Sahni, in his futuristic
take, urges that the Indian Ocean needs to
be viewed “less as a space - an ocean of
transit — and more asa place ~ the home
of a majority of the world's human
population and 2

rich maritime history and strategic relationsl

the reasons for the turnaround, in the
mid-1980s, in India-Australia ties in the
maritime domain; the i

India and France for maritime
multilateralism,

In another cluster of four chapters, the
book endeavours to analyse maritime
institutions, connectivity, and governance
of the following South Asian states —
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and China.
Zou Zhengxin presents a comparative
analysis of the maritime security
governance of India and China to bring
out the risks of a “zero-sum game
evolving owing (o the ULS. influence.” He

India’s maritime strate
Chapters in the book shed light on India’s
strategy and relations with multiple

ions, including Australia, Japan,
France, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
the Maldives, Myanmar, Thailand,
Indonesia, and China. India took the
initiative to demarcate its maritime
boundaries with all its neighbours and
succeeded in every case, except Pakistan.
The latter delayed a settlement based on
# * Huo Wenle’s

History has taught us the all-pe
significance of the maritime domain. The
capabilites o Indian sailors to reach the
far corners of the west and in
ancient and medieval times is a source of
pride and inspiration. As Jawaharlal
Nehru observed, “History has shown that
whatever power controls the Indian
Ocean has, in the first instance, India’s
seaborne trade at her mercy, and, in the

chapter on Sino-Indian maritime rivalry

offers a deep dive into the thinking of

Chinese and Indian scholars and
extensive si

s joint
mechanisms to advance maritime
development. R. Srinivasan’s chapter on
Sri Lanka demonstrates how “pitfalls”
such as corruption, clan politics, and a
lack of enlightened leadership drive
nations to join China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BR, thereby undermining
sound maritime governance,

Power projection
As per the handbook, India has been
doing quite well in shaping its maritime

ower projection. In the first decade of
this century, the Indian Navy played a
stellar role in curbing piracy in the
Arabian Sea. This marked the Navy’s

ion from an observer into a

between the two governments to lay
down the rules of engagement on the
high seas. The aim should be to prevent
“the clash of interests that are detrimental
to both nations.” Other chapters bring out

net security provider. Two other chapters
provide a critical analysis of ongoing
geopolitical rivalries: one argues for “a
hedging system” that considers the ULS.
strategy for the Indo-Pacific, while

s across the Indian Ocean

another advocates for increasing India’s
maritime presence, thereby creating a
“political and economic u)ulluﬂ\w of
like-minded regional powe
Other essayts have shed light on

India’s vision, strengths, and partnerships
in the Indo-Pacific, a concept that has
dominated strategic discourse over the

ast two decades. In recent years, its
salience has been eroded somewhat by
crises in other geographies (Ukraine,
, Iran, Red Sea, and Venezuela) as
well as by the new U.S. Nati
St

e

view of China as an economic competitor
rather than as a geopolitical adversary.
How India needs to refine its Indo-Pa
strategy in this context warrants a
separate debate.

The final cluster of seven chapters
addresses economic and technological
developments in the maritime domain. A
variety of topics, ranging from
underwater domain awareness (UDA) and
underwater systems to maritime security;
the Blue Economy revolution and shift;
climate resilience; and coastal security
have been addressed in a highly
thoughtful manner. With an abiding
interest in all dimensions of the Blue
Economy, the contributors have
successfully packed the handbook with
the latest research and .m.\lm:; to benefit
readers. Recommendations made in
Yolliis maeri cogE consideraiion by
policymakers.

Rajiv Bhatia, Distinguished Fellow at the
Gateway House, is a former Ambassador
with extensive diplomatic experience in
several Indian Ocean capitals.
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Faster is not fairer in POCSO case clearance numbers

ndia crossed a much-publicised milestone

in 2025 — fast track special courts cleared

more child sexual offence cases than

registered that year under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. They
recorded a 109% disposal rate and closed 87,754
cases against the 80,320 registered.

Commentaries have hailed this as a turning
point in the fight against child sexual abuse, by
suggesting that courts have finally broken the
backlog. However, new data and field reports
point to a different tipping point where disposals
rise but convictions fall and thousands of children
remain stuck in long trials with little support.

The POCSO Act, passed in 2012, was designed
as a special law because earlier provisions on
rape and molestation under the Indian Penal
Code and women’s protection laws failed to
recognise the particular nature of offences
against children. POCSO promised child-friendly
procedures, time-bound trials and a system that
would see and hear children differently from
adult survivors.

More courts but convictions fall short
India now runs 773 fast track special courts, 400

%
Rahul Verma
is a sociologist and
independent
researcher who writes
on education, labour

and social inequality
in India

New data and
field reports
show that
thousands of
children and
their families
still face long
trials with
little support

Disposals up, convictions down

The trend of faster case disposals raises questions about investigative capacity,

forensic delays and support systems for children

Year-wise disposal and conviction data (2019-25)

Year | Disposal rate /Case resolution | Conviction rate

2019 | 10.8% of total pending trials completed | 34.9% (National average, NCRB*)
5.0% (Sharp decline due to COVID-19 | 39.6% (Temporary spike reported
2020
lockdowns and court closures) during pandemic year)
2021 T1% (67,734 cases disposed of cut of | 32.2% (Resumption of
95,238 registered) declining trend)
2022 88% (97,616 cases disposed of out of | ~30% (National trend; variations
1,11,357 registered) reported across studies)
90% (1,06,919 cases disposed of out "
2023 of 1,19,016 registered) 29% (National average, NCRB)
2024 87% (1,06,982 cases disposed of out 19% (Fast track special courts;
of 1,22,500 registered) ~81% acquittals)
2025 109% (87,754 cases disposed of Conviction outcomes uneven;
against 80,320 registered) State-wise variation remains high

(Sources: National Judicial Data Grid via Lok Sabha Q.1018;
*National Crime Records Bureau Crime in india 2019-2023)

of them designated for POCSO cases. Fast track
special courts started in October 2019 with 31,952
crore from the Nirbhaya Fund after orders by the
Supreme Court of India. And these courts cleared
3,50,685 cases by September 2025. These courts
handle 9.51 cases a month compared to 3.26 in
regular courts. Even so, convictions and child
support still fall short.

Convictions have actually gone down from 35%
back in 2019 to 29% across the country by 2023. If
we take the baseline figure of 35% in 2019, a 90%
disposal rate in 2023 would mean that conviction
should have risen to 45%. But it is 29% instead,
which is 16 points lower and 36% short of what
should be expected. The bottom line is that
clearing cases faster means weaker convictions,
not better justice. Fast track courts average just
19%. In a number of States, there are more
accused walking free than being put behind bars.
Tens of thousands of cases drag on for years.

Children who testify in POCSO cases have
particular needs that go beyond quick hearings
and formal compliance with the law. They require
trained support persons, sensitive police and
lawyers, and child welfare committees that can
secure compensation and care while the trial is
ongoing, not years later. When these protections
remain on paper, higher disposal rates coexist
with fragile convictions, thin reparations and
children who leave the system more harmed than
healed.

But the trend reveals a darker truth (Table):

Faster trials have not meant fairer verdicts.
Investigations remain hurried, charge sheets stay
incomplete and forensic reports are delayed,
especially in overcrowded courts across Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra.

The enforcement gap also extends to support
persons appointed under Section 39 of the
POCSO Act, mandated by the Supreme Court in
2021 in all cases, and detailed in the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights 2024
guidelines. The support persons guide children
through the long and complex justice-seeking
process but as several States have still to empanel
them, this results in cases collapsing pre-trial.
Practical fixes exist. Right to Information
(RTT)-based tracking of support persons, strict
lab-report deadlines, case bundling for older files
and quarterly conviction audits to focus attention

on weak States. In Madhya Pradesh, special
courts that sped up forensics and testimony have
secured convictions where similar cases
elsewhere failed.

PLVs, the missing first line of defence

The Supreme Court, in December 2025, directed
para-legal volunteers (PLV) to be appointed at
every police station for POCSO cases. The status
report highlights gaps. Andhra Pradesh, for
instance, has PLVs in 42 of 919 stations, while
Tamil Nadu has none across 1,577. Without PLVs,
families walk into police stations alone, scared,
pressured and ignored. In the Unnao rape case
(Uttar Pradesh), several news reports pointed to
the initial reluctance by the police to register the
case, as it sat on her first information report (FIR)
for a few weeks while threatening her family to
drop it. In Lalitpur (Uttar Pradesh) in 2022, a
13-year-old gang-rape survivor was assaulted
again at the police station and the FIR was
registered only after the intervention of a
non-governmental organisation. The presence of
a PLV could have stopped the threats, ensured
the filing of the FIR the same day and protection
of the evidence and the family.

There have been occasions when courts have
acquitted the accused when they offered to marry
the survivors once they turned adult. The higher
judiciary has let off convicts citing “happy
marriage’ despite Section 6 convictions against
the perpetrator. Such rulings push vulnerable
girls into life-long ties with their abusers.

Courts can order interim compensation at any
stage, particularly where schooling or health is at
risk, but most prefer to wait for final verdicts. By
then the harm done to a child’s education and
family income is often irreversible. Many
survivors receive the first instalment years after a
judgment, which has seen High Courts pulling up
legal aid authorities repeatedly for delays. The
Vidhi Centre notes that in such instances, these
payments lose their purpose.

Marginalised families borrow money for travel
and lawyers. And they often spend more on
survival than what state relief provides. Daily
wage families lose work for hearings and mothers
leave jobs in order to attend court. Speed without
support leaves children more broken than justice
served.
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THE el TR YHTRN STAT 1T
T Young love
1. g a; ﬁ:n Tlﬁ POCSO Act must not allow parental

pushback against adolescents
n January 9, the Supreme Court formally

BRC %—a; ﬁ-@-q 3|—a—|—a-a' ﬁ-q-m-a' 3|'ar|-a-(—_n' 1 'qﬁ Iﬂ—s TY acknowledged an issue that legal scho-
® X aﬂ- i El ” ﬁ 0 lars, child rights experts, and young
?ﬂ:f J ﬁ'CIE'RT a?_\’?ﬁ J adults in consensual relationships have long

;! !; | | &m W W % | voiced: the menace of the POCSO Act being wea-

oy . N\ ponised by families to punish young persons, but
BT, BIRE ¢eb SaTerdll H GINRIfG: aR 35% (2019) ¥ MREBR 29%  especilly youns men in romaniic rlaionships

with young women. The intervention validates

(2023) _6;1' T|€ %, GhQ' m ']_ﬁ' ac,_j:[ (aT[‘]_PT 'I 9%) Eﬁ' T|§ % | years of a!arm over how a statute designed to

shield against predatory violence has been sub-

i G‘-Q'_'({aTGﬂ -a- a—,ﬁ- TI-% \—)ﬂ—a— 3‘[?@ aT\_y‘:QﬂE- ﬁ-aﬁ-a W ﬁ-cn-é verted into enforcing parental authority and tra-

hd / [ ditional social boundaries. The systemic vulnera-
iy iy . bility lies within the Act’s inflexible architecture.

\?’ﬁq P HUIIR \?’lﬁ'l SIS ﬁ sli IEl W % | Scholars have argued that by establishing a rigid

age of consent at 18 years and applying strict lia-

bility, in which the minor person’s consent is ren-

2. W-m w&n’ m $|' &R‘U"‘ de}‘egi legally irrelevant., POCSO casts an indis-

criminate net on those it deems to be offenders.
Together with its stringent provisions and man-

Y . . . datory minimum sentences, which are intended

o UIRN A T & OHd Uhharsl, THUGG URIEUN 3R o deter heinons ofienders, the Act s asily ma-
nipulated by disapproving families. In cases of

]:l:hﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂ'm a@"l.ﬂa aﬂ' tlﬁw:ﬂ aﬂ' % | elopement crossing caste or religious lines, pa-
rents often file charges of kidnapping and sexual

° quGN ﬁ Q'CCl\l aﬁ' R dR-dRX Tla'lﬁ w‘q‘_&ﬁ a:ﬁ' a,ﬂﬂ' ﬁaﬁa assault; this triggerg the Act if the woman is un-

der 18. As a result, in the current framework, a
consensual adolescent relationship is hard to dis-

ﬁ c

H\’ﬂld\;i "{;]_\"k'“" L\],"Idl{-l Hslqdl asl N IHAT Rl qsc” %l tinguish from coercive abuse, allowing families to
v h ’ itivi hi i -

o YIRS TETIe fad (URT 39, U - HRA & Gdicd <TATER & ersthey consider unsuitabler o

The Law Commission of India documented

ﬁﬁ §|‘{| uqfad _ aq_é' Q|\,q-\|'ﬁ @Hq‘@m'q‘[ WNTd d‘aa" a' Q'“‘,Lm this‘gapinazpz.%report,inthecourseofadvising

N 2 N against lowering the general age of consent from

\—)ﬂa- 3 m@- ]:”-qa- \ 3 18, citing dangers such as trafficking and child

%l JiCbC‘H ﬁ LIGQ’I ﬁ wdxd a vlld %l marriage. It also highlighted that treating two

teenagers being close together with the severity

. . . . reserved for predatory abuse is developmentally

3. JUP & Ugd fig W ARINTG 3iavTd counterproductive, and recommended mntroduc.
ing “guided judicial discretion” in sentencing in

cases involving adolescents aged 16-18. Likewise,

gﬁ‘rﬂ- W 3 ERT FﬂTIFT a—m"’ T @w ﬁ-gaa- ao—\;ﬁ- ﬁ?ﬂ’q the Court has ordered that its January 9 judgment
6? ﬁ - a; be shared with the Law Secretary to endeavour to
ﬁ E: “curb this menace”. However, the crisis is made
% 2025 a; I' |éQ| ﬁ W E|€|a5 ﬁ E”] | ﬁ’TIT Tqu %l worse by the absence of interventions that are

. . not punitive. When young adults find their perso-

W a'ﬁ G{Eq’@ﬁ @' a% E‘I |] | | 3-?'? qﬁam aﬂ' ‘E,I'qaﬁ a'\s I @' nal autonomy at odds with their families’ expec-
! tations, they are often left isolated; the problem

w&né&rr\r B‘ﬁT g q\d\l @' ‘395‘&9 S aﬂ' WA 6\“-” % WD gr&'rq a.j begins here: There is a lack of conﬁcl.emi.al coun-

selling services for adolescents navigating rela-

aﬁ: ﬂ- I tionships and emerging sexuality. Resources to
mediate with families struggling with these inter-
generational transitions are also virtually non-ex-

. istent outside of traditional, often conservative,

4. Ea"aﬁ' a.ﬁ? 'g:'a'['\q' ﬁ' aﬂ' community structures. Until the state invests in
bolstering these social services, prioritising edu-

cation and counselling over invoking a response

T in U g . H led by the police, and tweaking the Act to admit
o A 3fETad SATRH IS ¢ bl §, SMABT AT TR i o the g aatons i e s
. : couples vulnerable to familial wrath and prosec-

b Uciel HRd & - SRR I8 dg | utorial overreach.
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