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Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

fghanistan is open
A to dialogue and di-
plomacy for a

peaceful resolution of its
conflict with Pakistan, but
if the efforts do not suc-
ceed, it has “other means”,
said the acting Foreign Mi-
nister of the Taliban admi-
nistration, Amir Khan Mut-
taqi, on Sunday in
response to the border
clashes between the two
countries.

“There are some special
groups in Pakistan that are
trying to disturb our rela-
tions. After they initiated
hostile activities last week,
we responded to defend
our territory, and after
that, our friends Saudi Ara-
bia and Qatar intervened.
Our doors are open for dia-
logue, but if Pakistan does
not take this opportunity,
then we have other

Taliban say Pakistan harbouring IS fighters from
West Asia and must look into its ‘internal failures’

means,” he said.

Mr. Muttaqi was holding
a second press conference
in the Embassy of Afghan-
istan here after facing a
backlash for not including
women media profession-
als in his Friday interaction
with the media. He said the
previous interaction was
organised at “short notice,
and the exclusion of wo-
men journalists happened
from a “technical error”.

Retaliatory strikes
Pakistan carried out air-
strikes against targets in
Kabul on Thursday, and in
response, the Afghan De-
fence Forces conducted
operations across the Du-
rand Line in which 58 Pa-
kistani soldiers were killed,
said Zabiullah Mujahid,
spokesperson of the Tali-
ban administration.

Mr. Mujahid accused Pa-
kistan of sheltering IS fight-
ers from multiple coun-

Talking tough: Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttagj, left,
addressing a press conference in New Delhi on Sunday. PTi

tries in West Asia, and said
Pakistan-based IS elements
were behind the attacks in
Russia and Iran.

Following heavy clashes
on Sunday, Pakistan has
captured 19 Afghan border
posts, and the border
crossings between the two
countries have been shut
temporarily in view of the
prevailing tension.

Pakistan had claimed
that Thursday’s air strikes
in Kabul eliminated the
leader of the Tehreek-e-Ta-
liban Pakistan (TTP), Mufti
Noor Wali Mehsood, a
claim that was denied by
sources in the TTP.

Pakistan has been
claiming that TTP is draw-
ing support from the Af-
ghan Taliban administra-

tion and is using Afghan
territory to launch attacks
against it. Responding to
the accusations, Mr. Mutta-
qi said the real problem is
Pakistan’s  inability to
maintain law and order
along the Durand Line and
the forced expulsion of the
Afghan refugees from Pa-
kistan.

“There are no terror
groups inside Afghanistan.
We have removed them all
over the last four years. Pa-
kistan, which carried out
attacks deep inside Af-
ghanistan, is unable to
stop attacks that are taking
place deep inside its own
territory. They should look
into their internal failures,”
said Mr. Muttaqi, urging
Pakistan to control the law
and order situation along
the Durand Line.

“We have established
our control inside Afghan-
istan after four decades of
war. Why is Pakistan un-

able to establish control on
its own territories?” asked
Mr. Muttagi who ad-
dressed the press confe-
rence with a large flag of
the Taliban-run Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) and expressed “re-
gret” for many of the
deaths that took place dur-
ing the war in Afghanistan.

Condition of women

Faced with multiple ques-
tions on the condition of
women in Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan, Mr. Muttaqi
said, “Afghanistan has Is-
lamic rule. In Islam, eve-
ryone’s rights are protect-
ed, be it men or women.
Everyone has rights. There

is mno restriction on
anyone.”
He said Afghanistan has

10 million students attend-
ing schools and other edu-
cational institutes, of
which 2.8 million are wo-
men and girls, addinﬁ

Open to Pak. talks, but have options: Muttaqi

Pakistan has been claiming that the TTP is using
Afghan support and territory to launch attacks

Minister says women journalists were left out of
Friday’s press conference due to ‘technical error’

“There are limitations in
specific parts, and that
does not mean that we op-
pose education. We have
not declared it to be ‘ha-
ram’”.

Continuing his remarks
on the women in Afghanis-
tan, Mr. Muttaqi said the
“Taliban’s first priority was
to bring an end to the war.
“We have adopted such
policies that will slowly
bring change so that no
conflict arises in the fu-
ture. We have to carry eve-
ryone along with us and
make policies according-
ly,” said Mr. Muttaqi in his
first extensive remarks
about the harsh anti-wo-
men policies that the Tali-
ban has adopted since re-
turning to power in August
2021.

He is expected to hold a
meeting in FICCI on Mon-
day where Afghan-Indian
trade interests will be in fo-
Cus.
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Initial findings point to Iron Age
origins at new excavation site in T.N.

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

The first season of excava-
tions carried out by the Ta-
mil Nadu State Department
of Archaeology (TNSDA) at
Thirumalapuram in Tenka-
si district has brought to
light the presence of Iron
Age culture close to the
Western Ghats in Tamil
Nadu.

According to tentative
estimates, the site could
date back to the early to
mid-third millennium BCE,
similar to Adichanallur and
Sivagalai. Official sources
said the exact period
would be confirmed
through scientific analyses.

Burial site

According to the recently
released report, Archaeo-
logical Excavations in Ta-
mil Nadu: A Preliminary
Report, the burial site at
Thirumalapuram covers
nearly 35 acres and lies
about 10 km northwest of
the present-day village,
between two seasonal
streams that rise from the
Western Ghats near the Ku-

LI [y : o iy,
Rich yield: An urn burial site at Thirumalapuram in Tamil Nadu'’s
Tenkasi district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lasegarapereri tank. Dur-
ing the first season of exca-
vations started last year,
TNSDA archaeologists dug
37 trenches and unearthed
several artefacts, including
a rectangular stone slab
chamber with urn burials
and urns, a first-of-its-kind
discovery in Tamil Nadu.

The chamber, made of
35 stone slabs, was filled
with cobblestones up to a
depth of 1.5 metres.

The excavations also
yielded a rich collection of
ceramics found in graves
and among grave goods.
These included white-

painted black-and-red
ware, red ware, red-
slipped ware, black-pol-
ished ware, and coarse red
ware.

Unique feature

The black-and-red ware,
black ware, and black-
slipped ware types had
white-painted designs, a
unique feature first report-
ed from T. Kallupatti and
later from Adichanallur, Si-

vagalai, Thulukkarpatti,
and Korkai, the report
said.

According to the report,
symbols on the urns were

among the most striking
discoveries at Thirumalap-
uram. One red-slipped pot
featured dotted designs
showing a human figure, a
mountain, a deer, and a
tortoise.

A total of 78 antiquities
made of bone, gold,
bronze, and iron were also
found. They include a
tweezer, sword, spear-
head, gold ring, axe, dag-
ger, chisel, bonehead, and
arrowhead. Three tiny gold
rings were found in an urn
at a depth of 0.49 metres.
Each ring measures 4.8
mm in diameter and
weighs less than one
milligram.

Based on the unearthed
materials, archaeologists
believe this site dates to
Iron Age. Official sources
said the dating remains
tentative as studies are still
under way. Comparisons
with sites such as Sivagalai
and Adichanallur, dated
between 3,345 BCE and
2,513 BCE respectively, sug-
gest that Thirumalapuram
could be placed in the ear-
ly to mid-third millennium
BCE.
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India sends Minister to
Egypt for Gaza summit

New Delhi will be represented by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh in place
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who declined the invitation from Egypt due to the short notice

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia will send Minister

of State for External

Affairs  Kirtivardhan
Singh to represent the
country at the Peace Sum-
mit on Gaza in Sharm el-
Sheikh to be co-hosted by
Egypt and the United
States on Monday, officials
confirmed to The Hindu.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was among more
than 20 world leaders in-
vited over the weekend to
attend the summit, which
will be co-hosted by Egyp-
tian President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi and U.S. President
Donald Trump, to discuss
the ceasefire deal between
Israel and Hamas, bro-
kered mainly by negotia-
tors from the U.S., Egypt,
and Qatar.

However, given the
short notice, Mr. Modi,
whose invitation was deli-
vered by Egyptian Ambas-
sador Kamel Galal, de-
clined the invitation. Mr.
Modi had also met U.S. spe-
cial envoy and Ambassa-
dor-designate Sergio Gor
in Delhi on Saturday.

Egypt’s FM to visit Delhi
Mr. Singh left for Cairo on
Sunday and will travel to
Sharm el-Sheikh on Mon-
day, the officials said. Mr.
Modi is, however, expected
to meet Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty la-

At

Key gathering: More than 20 world leaders are expected at the
Sharm el-Sheikh Summit for Peace on Monday. REUTERS

ter this week, who is tra-
velling to Delhi to hold the
India-Egypt Strategic
Dialogue.

According to sources,
Mr. Abdelatty’s visit is part
of the Sisi-Modi Strategic
Partnership ~ Agreement
signed in January 2023,
and this is his first visit to
India since taking over in
2024. Mr. Abdelatty has
been in frequent contact
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar, including
during Operation Sindoor
in May, and Egypt had
strongly condemned the
Pahalgam terror attacks.

Mr. Abdelatty is also ex-
pected to brief the govern-
ment on the plans for the
reconstruction of Gaza.

Although Egypt is not a
member of the India-Mid-
dle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC), it has
been keen to discuss alter-
native route alignments

through Sharm el-Sheikh
with India, given the secur-
ity issues with Israel’s Haifa
port, where the current
alignment lies.

Among those who have
confirmed their participa-
tion at Monday’s event in
Sharm el-Sheikh are UN Se-
cretary-General Antonio
Guterres and the leaders of
France, Italy, Spain, and
the U.K. A number of lead-
ers from Europe, the Gulf
region, and other parts of
Asia are expected to be
there as well.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will attend.
Iran’s leadership, which re-
ceived a surprise invita-
tion, has declined it, as has
Hamas.

It is still unclear wheth-
er Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu or
the Palestinian Authority
President, Mahmoud Ab-
bas, would attend.

On Monday morning,
Mr. Trump will be in Jeru-
salem to address the Israeli
parliament as he and Mr.
Netanyahu await the re-
lease of 20 Israeli hostages
still alive and the return of
remaining bodies of those
who have died since they
were abducted by Hamas
during the 2023 terror at-
tacks. Israel will release
about 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners.

Finalise truce deal

Mr. Abdelatty spoke by te-
lephone to his counter-
parts in a number of coun-
tries, said the Egyptian
Foreign Ministry on Sun-
day, and conveyed the invi-
tation from President Sisi
and President Trump to
witness the signing of a
peace agreement.

“During the calls, Minis-
ter Abdelatty discussed the
substantive arrangements
of the summit, which is a
historic summit aimed at
ending the war on the Gaza
Strip,” said the statement.

“The summit seeks to
help restore regional stabil-
ity and alleviate the suffer-
ing of the Palestinian peo-
ple in Gaza, in line with
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s vision for peace in
the region,” it added.

Mr. Modi had welcomed
the Gaza ceasefire agree-
ment last week and spoke
to Mr. Trump over the tele-
phone to congratulate him.
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(A)ﬁv@?msa

(B) i iR Tgad T 3AR®T
) g R FaR
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31X : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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ot so long ago, the idea

of India as the place for

resolution of

international
commercial disputes would have
sounded like the start of a bad
lawyer joke. Equally unimaginable
was that the Supreme Court of
India, known for decades for its
exceptional judicial activism and
for protecting the constitutional
rights of India’s citizenry, would
throw its weight behind the idea of
making India a destination for the
resolution of high-value
commercial disputes — first, for
adjudicating disputes related to
domestic investments; and
second, for adjudicating disputes
related to cross-border
investments.

The India Alternative Dispute
Resolution Week, organised by the
Mumbai Centre for International
Arbitration in Bengaluru, Mumbai
and Delhi last month, reflects a
change unimaginable just a
decade ago. No one expected that
top litigation and arbitration
counsel from across the globe
would flock to India in such a
short span of time; and that they
would trade best practices with
the Indian Bar and Bench, in a
manner hitherto seen in New
York, London, and Singapore.

Foreign law firms in India
The fact is that international
interest in the Indian legal
profession is not new. In fact,
foreign lawyers were interested in
tapping the Indian market as early
as the 1990s, when the economy
opened up. However, Indian law
firms were small, know-how was
patchy, and the possibility of
scaling up was limited by the
fragmented manner in which
firms were organised. There was
also a brain drain from the
five-year law schools. In short, the
Indian legal industry, at that
juncture, was simply not ready to
jostle with foreign law firms.
These concerns were aired in
court, which resulted in multiple
decisions. First, in its 2009
decision in Lawyers Collective, the
Bombay High Court disallowed

Ay
FE\
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The India
Alternative
Dispute
Resolution
Week reflected
a change that
was
unimaginable
just a decade
ago

foreign law firms from practising
both corporate transactional work
and litigation in India, even if they
had on their rolls Indian qualified
lawyers. Three years later, the
Madras High Court doubled down
the position in A.K. Balaji, but
fortunately left a small crack open
by permitting temporary advice
on foreign law to be provided by
foreign lawyers. Finally, in 2018,
the Supreme Court harmonised
the strands: “fly-in, fly-out” advice
was fine, but permanent offices
were not. Foreign law firms that
wanted to open offices in India
were left standing at the altar,
which then gradually led to a
waning of their interests.

Many critics called the Indian
approach parochial. In truth, it
was really about timing. The
worry was never that Indian
lawyers lacked ability. Think of Sir
Benegal Rau, or Fali Nariman, or
Soli Sorabjee, whose advocacy
travelled well beyond Indian
courts. Rather, the concern was
that domestic firms would be
muscled out by foreign law firms.

A changed picture

The picture has changed
dramatically. Indian law firms
hitherto manned by 15-20 lawyers,
have over 1,000 lawyers with
significant global exposure. That,
coupled with top-notch
know-how, allows Indian law firms
to grow even further.
Commendable in this growth has
also been the fact that unlike
many other sectors in India which
grew because of the introduction
of foreign direct investment, the
Indian legal profession grew
organically, with little or no
outside support. Today, Indian law
firms have offices abroad, and
Indian lawyers are often dually or
triply qualified, practising across
jurisdictions and climbing to the
very top of their fields.

It is against this backdrop that
the Bar Council of India’s 2025
Rules for Registration and
Regulation of Foreign Lawyers and
Law Firms can be seen as the first
formal step towards providing
new impetus to the growth of the

Global doors, measured steps

Indian legal profession. This
comes on the heels of the Bar
Council’s first substantive
acknowledgement in 2023,
indicating that the Bar was open to
allowing foreign lawyers to
practise foreign and international
law in India. The 2025
amendments give a framework.

Aristotle’s Golden Mean

Yes, the framework bristles with
compliance obligations, be it
registrations, ministry
certifications, annual filings or the
60-day cap on unregistered
“fly-in” work. While these may feel
like red tape, they ensure foreign
expertise complements rather
than eclipses the domestic
profession. Concerns about such
requirements deterring entrants
remain, and indeed, it is better to
air these now than after the
floodgates open. Put simply, the
idea is that foreign firms can
advise on their home-country law,
international law, and appear in
international arbitrations seated in
India. What they cannot do is
equally crucial. They are not
permitted to practise Indian law or
appear in Indian courts unless
enrolled. Reciprocity remains the
lodestar of the new framework.
Foreign firms may only set up
shop in India if Indian lawyers are
given the same rights in the
foreign jurisdiction. Far from a
bland compromise, this is
Aristotle’s Golden Mean — neither
reckless liberalisation nor
defensive insularity. As
Rabindranath Tagore once said,
“[e]verything comes to us that
belongs to us if we create the
capacity to receive it.” India,
slowly and deliberately, is creating
that capacity.

As that capacity builds, so will
the consequences. As Abraham
Lincoln put it, “T walk slowly, but 1
never walk backward.” That has
been India’s legal journey:
cautious, deliberate, but steadily
moving forward. The Indian legal
profession and domestic law firms
are set to become a world players,
a testament of which was played
out through September.

TR €9 F, IR HIERE s fear & fac=h geial sk HFA WAl & deiieRur 3R faf e & fag
2025 T YRA & BT SOR B IGR - B (G H TP DHAsics HeH Bl U1 HRd g, off [aa=i
JHIA! BT URT H SRR 3R TR B BT 3N A & WA USRI BT A S |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY : IR HISRIA TP S7$AT (BCI) 2025 & gl & way | Fafafead syt w faar o3
1. fae=ht S v yRdg S &1 31 HRA & e yRd & Rt wrafag wifdd o 9@ g
2. fac=ht gaptel WRA H SIARRIPTI BT IR 6-4%T & DI W I8 & Yobdl g |

3. fae=ft S Wl & fou YR & 10 A & o IR o1 X< 8

SWRIFd § A B /A $YF Tl 8/2?
A) Had 1 B) Bhddl 2 3R 3
C) Had 1 3R 2 D) SWRIad gt

3TR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
Y : [aS=N aPIal B Uil & Al 2025 TR BISRIA AT SfSaT & (H9H Th T i AR eIl

@ g § 1 TR =0 F o &3 fob T YR afYes Tl & W1 HRT B O BT &l Bl B8 Fford
FXA 81 (150 Teq)
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Do cash transfers build women’s agency?

There is a need to ensure that women do not only receive money but also control, grow, and sustain it for their own advancement

shown to enhance women’s visible

tions (Chart 3).

DATA POINT control over resources. Research Therefore, India’s leap from ac- B d th t ]C
shows that income in a woman’s | cess to agency for women remains eyo n e transier
Shravani Prakash name increases her say in house- | incomplete. So, for schemes such
o L . . N . The data for the chart: d from the World Bank Findex Report
Jiva Bharti hold decisions and improves out- | as Bihar’s Rojgar Yojana to become (20925)33?1(10 {heec;; T;:g;?:;;imé;? ¢ World Bank Findex Repo
Riva Khanna comes for children and the elderly. | genuine instruments of economic

he politics of welfare in In-
T dia has become increasing-

ly gendered, with cash
transfers emerging as both a social
policy instrument and an electoral
strategy. Just weeks before As-
sembly elections, the Bihar go-
vernment has rolled out the Muk-
hyamantri Mahila Rojgar Yojana —
a 310,000 transfer to 75 lakh wo-
men as seed capital for self-em-
ployment. The goal is to help them
start or expand small enterprises,
with up to 32 lakh in additional
support for successful ventures.

Therefore, schemes such as Bi-
har’s can represent the first formal
recognition of women’s economic
identity.

However, beneath the impres-
sive numbers, the story is more
complex. Despite the JAM push
leading to near-universal account
ownership by women, around
20% remain dormant due to insuf-
ficient funds, low perceived need,
or discomfort in engaging with for-
mal banking. In rural and semi-ur-
ban areas, distance from bank
branches and the digital divide
worsen this disengagement.

empowerment, they need to move
beyond simply placing money in
women’s bank accounts. Benefici-
aries require complementary long-
term support.

Most importantly, building ge-
nuine financial agency will require
giving women control over assets
by providing them with secure
property rights and joint land tit-
les. Only when women have tangi-
ble control over land or business
assets can they leverage credit,
participate in markets, and engage
in new forms of commerce.

Equally critical is strengthening

Chart 1: Proportion of women who own bank accounts in India and globally
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rom an ecological point of view, the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands can be

easily rated as one of the world’s most
major biological diversity hotspots, acting as a
global carbon reservoir and climate regulator.
Unfortunately, the development trajectory of the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands has been largely
influenced by mainland India which has often
been far removed from the needs of an island
ecology. The issue in focus now is the
Government of India’s multi-crore mega-plan for
the Great Nicobar Island — the construction of a
power plant, township, transshipment port and
airport, which will also affect 13,000 hectares of
pristine forests.

Essential judicial precedent

A landmark judgment relating to the issue of
diversion of forests that could come to the rescue
of the Great Nicobar Island is the Niyamgiri Hills
case, pursuant to the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006.

In its 2013 judgment, in Orissa Mining
Corporation Ltd. vs Ministry Of Environment &
Forest and Ors., the Supreme Court of India
addressed the concerns of the Dongoria Kondh
tribe who resisted plans for bauxite mining in the
sacred Niyamgiri Hills of Odisha. Following
protests by the tribes in the region against mining
which threatened their culture, religion and
environment, the Court ordered a referendum in
the affected gram sabhas, which unanimously
voted against the project. The Court upheld the
competence of the gram sabha to safeguard and
preserve the traditions of the community, their
cultural identity, community resources and
community modes of dispute resolution.

In light of this judgment, the pertinent
questions with respect to the proposed project on
the Great Nicobar Island include whether the
Tribal Council of Little and Great Nicobar has
been allowed to exercise its competence in
certifying the settlement of forest rights under
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the Forest Rights Act before the decision to divert
forest land. A report in this daily, “Forest rights of
tribal people were not settled for Nicobar project:
council” (August 23, 2025), has highlighted how
the Tribal Council had said that the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Administration had made a false
representation to the Centre by claiming that
rights of the tribal people under the Forest Rights
Act had been identified and settled before
diverting the required forest land for the project.

Granting rights to nature in India

What is being witnessed in the Great Nicobar is
not new but one more example of how big
multipurpose projects are on track to be planned
disasters. The examples are many — from Tehri in
the north to Koel Karo in the east to Sardar
Sarovar in the west. To respond to a consistent
failure of environmental law in protecting
ecology, several countries (Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador and New Zealand) have adopted a new
legal approach called ‘earth jurisprudence’ or
‘rights of nature’ which grants rights to
non-human natural entities (rivers, forests,
mountains, and various ecosystems), recognising
them as subjects of rights holders.

This approach drew inspiration from an
influential article written by Christopher Stone in
1972 — “Should Trees Have Standing? - Toward
Legal Rights For Natural Objects’. He argued that
the current approach did not consider damages
to the environment, but only
environment-related damages to humans in
granting relief.

Second, such relief did not go to the natural
entity but only to affected human beings. He said
that making natural entities as right holders, by
vesting them with legal standing in court and
making them the direct beneficiaries of legal
redress, would improve the environment. But the
question arises whether natural entities, like
human adults, be held legally responsible and
exercise legal competences by entering into
contracts or whether they can sue and be sued by

Great Nicobar revives the issue of nature’s legal rights

an aggrieved party. Stone suggested the creation
of a guardianship body which could initiate legal
action and also collect funds to preserve and
restore its condition.

The groundbreaking turn towards recognising
the rights of natural entities happened in India in
2017 when the Uttarakhand High Court granted
legal personhood to the Ganges and Yamuna
rivers, as well as the Gangotri and Yamunotri
glaciers. The judgment, in Mohd. Salim vs State of
Uttarakhand and Others, conferred these entities
with rights and obligations but only through a
designated person. Although the Supreme Court
stayed the ruling of the High Court, some of the
elements in the High Court judgment, especially
the idea of conferring guardianship
responsibilities on behalf of those natural entities,
could be a signpost for designing legal
personhood.

The case in Colombia as guidance

Pushing the boundary of the Forest Rights Act
further to incorporate the idea of granting legal
personhood is one such option. Still, the idea of
granting legal personhood to natural entities will
require the building of greater clarity on the
specific legal rights and the responsibility of
individuals charged with upholding them. An
in-depth study of important normative questions
such as how to define rights bearing nature, what
rights to recognise, who can speak for nature,
and whether someone should be responsible for
protecting nature, is required.

In finding answers to these normative
questions, there is guidance from Colombia’s
Atrato River case (2016), which recognised
bio-cultural rights — a reference to the right of
ethnic communities to autonomously administer
and protect their territories as well as the natural
resources that constitute their habitat. The
formation of a commission of guardians requires
the inclusion of representatives from the
indigenous people facing the destruction of their
habitat.
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