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Govt. tweaks export promotion
plan to soften blow of U.S. tarifis

Tarif-hit sectors such as textiles, shrimp exporters, and organic chemicals to become new focus of the Export Promotion
Mission announced in the Budget; MSME exporters will get credit guarantees, speedy clearances, and export incentives

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Indian govern-
I ment is tweaking
its earlier plans for

an Export Fromotion Mis-
sion to make it more target-
ed towards specific sectors
in the wake of the in-
creased tariffs imposed by
the U.5. on imports from
India, The Hindu has
learnt.

This would entail reduc-
ing the cost of credit for
medium, small and micro
enterprise (MSME) borrow-
ers in the worst-hit sectors,
expediting clearances, and
providing them with some
sort of export incentives. It
is a joint effort across sev-
eral Ministries and involves
detailed consultations with
industry stakeholders.

The sectors which will
face the brunt of the U.S.
tariffs are apparel and tex-
tiles, shrimp exporters, or-

Bracing forimpact

The govt, is tweaking its Export Promotion Mission to target the
sectors that will likely be worst-affected by Trump's tariffs

ganic chemicals, and ma-
chinery and mechanical
appliances, according to
an analysis by the Global
Trade Research Initiative.

To offer greater aid

“The Export Promotion
Mission announced in the
latest Budget is being
tweaked now to provide
more help to particular
sectors that are likely to be
hit by the [U.5.] tariffs,” a
senior government official

= Affected sectors will include textiles,
arganic chemicals, and machinery
| = This effort, spanning across
PR Ministries, provides easler export
! = credit access and speadier clearances
g4 v for MSME exporters
th
}9" - ® Anofficial confirmed that a credit
;r;&:ﬁ\g guarantee scheme was being
.a.._ =,

prepared to help exporters

told The Hindu, speaking
on the condition of ano-
nymity, “The broad con-
tours are to provide credit
guarantees to MSME ex-
porters, speed up their
clearances, and there is
some discussion on how to
provide export incentives,”
the government official
added.

In the Union Budget for
202526, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had
announced an Export Pro-

motion Mission with a
2,250 crore allocation for
the current financial year,
which would “facilitate ea-
sy access to export credit,
cross-border factoring sup-
port, and support o
MSMEs to tackle non-tariff
Measures  in overseas
markets™,

The official said that the
tweaked Mission would
cover these targets as well,
adding that the Mission
would now include coordi-
nation with the Ministry of
Textiles and Department of
Fisheries, in addition to Mi-
nistries of Commerce, Fi-
nance, and MSME.

Industry players have al-
so confirmed that the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and
Industry has been in regu-
lar touch with them to re
ceive their feedback and
inputs. Trade analysts, too,
confirmed this.

“Internally, authorities
are consulting extensively

with exporters and sector
representatives  to fine-
tune immediate relief mea-
sures and shape a long-
term, resilient trade strate-
gy capable of withstanding
glohal shocks,” said Krish-
an Arora, Partner at Grant
Thornton Bharat.

Focus on MSME exports
Separately, a Finance Mi-
nistry official also con-
firmed that the Ministry
was coordinating with oth-
ers o come up with a
scherme that could address
some of the issues being
faced by these exporters.
The government had, as
far back as January, an-
nounced a credit guaran-
tee scheme for the MSME
sector, which would cover
loans up to 100 crore. The
Finance Ministry official
said that this scheme was
being revamped to “focus
on the export aspects of
these MSMEs' activities”.

1. M@ 2w &1 fia wure: st SR ¥ awa, i, Sa I uerd ok A=i=Rt o g fafd
& THIFId g1 U &4 1 hael HRd & aid 3 § ANTGH HRd 8, Jfe MSMEs & HIEH SRR ol H

i HEaqu B

2. WP IUTY 3R Iufa: T=ifda fHata Tadq firem & aga:

. B GETdT: THIfAd &3 & MSME faiae! & fofe shfge anTd &1 %8 A1, 3100 HRIS dF & B &
fore shfee MRS o1 &1 d=ne|
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. @Ra wedt: Frafae! o yemafe ararelt ¥ gfad faares afiye ufawayl & wem s

. fafa MiemeT: faRed forilm ok Rfodle Wiaes dem &1 W R
g Ugd a1fored, fadt, MSME, a%d 3R He UTaH HaTerdl & st 9099 & A1egH 3 foeanfad gift

3. feaur® wr=h: ST ufafAfEl ofik R faxaw®! & Wy Fge WHER 98 AT w1 ¢ b T|d
IUN ARG 3R rdpiiers e & gHd gl

4. MSME W o= €79: MSMEs JSATR 3R &34 faebT & oy Aeequl 1 IBR 1 w1ed I o S
whise, Frafa srursi & Ht iR IOk Ugd & Aoigd ST ¢ |

5. YU dgca: g8 HIfd 7 Had debTd T8d USH Bl 8, dfcsp didopiferd SR &Hdm 3R 3fYe aoR &
Tdtema +f gREd Rt g

e

WHR FT NG Fafd Fad= fem smfet 2R 1 uvifad &=t $ik MSME fafde! & Xgd & &1 aHaifed
HeH g | I8 WIS T Had g Fbe ¥ Fuedt 8, afces YR o1 3y R ifa &) wirh ok aoigd s
¥ off TeTae 7, T A SRS ATUR B writen iR oy el #7 5

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: FEfIfEa o 9 $19-3 &= YRA H 9¢1 g3 AANDI YD (U.S. tariffs) d a4 3t guTiad giv ot
HHTSAT ¥ &2

a) did 3R gy (Textiles and apparel)

b) Eﬂ"'ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁ (Shrimp exports)

¢) BIEfd W (Organic chemicals)

d) AL 3R FifAs IUBRI (Machinery and mechanical appliances)
ﬂ'&ﬁﬁ??ﬁ

(@) P a 3R b

(b) Had a, b, 3R ¢

(C)Wa, b, c, 3R d

(d) Had b 3R d

Ans: c)

Ques: HRd & I 31X ST FHald TR 3@ARet eR% & YUTT BT HSEE | MSME TR 38 UHTd Bl HH B

P oIt TRHR fob1 HifarTd Iurdl &) 31U Thell 82 (150 Words)
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Jaishankar to visit Moscow,
Wang Yi to reach New Delhi

India to step up engagements with China and Russia; move comes amid uncertainty in trade ties
with the US. after it imposed high tariffs; China likely to continue border talks during Wangs visit

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

gainst the back-
Adrop of growing
uncertainty in

trade ties with the United
States, India is on track to
intensify engagements
with Russia and China in
the coming days.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar is scheduled
to visit Russia on August 21
to hold discussions with
his Russian counterpart
Sergey Lavrov, while offi-
cials here are preparing to
host Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister Wang Yi before that,
sources have confirmed.

“The Ministers will dis-
cuss key issues on our bi-
lateral agenda, as well as
key aspects of cooperation
within international frame-
work,” said the Russian Fo-
reign Ministry, announcing
Mr. Jaishankar’s visit to
Moscow.

Mr. Jaishankar’s visit is
part of the preparatory
consultation for the next

OPTAHMIALW=

Key diplomats: S. Jaishankar with Sergey Lavrov at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation Foreign Ministers meeting in China. Ap

Russia-India annual sum-
mit for which President
Vladimir Putin is expected
to visit India later this year.

The meeting between
Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Lav-
rov comes days after Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval visited Russia where
he met his counterpart Ser-
gey Shoigu and had a spe-
cial audience with Presi-
dent Putin.

Soon thereafter, Mr. Pu-
tin and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had a tele-
phonic conversation on

Friday that Mr. Modi de-
scribed as “detailed”.

India is yet to officially
announce the visit of the
Chinese Foreign Minister
though sources indicated
that it is being scheduled
ahead of Mr. Jaishankar’s
visit to Moscow.

Sources said the visit is
understandably aimed at
continuing high-level dis-
cussions on the India-Chi-
na border issue, and Mr.
Wang will meet National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and others during his visit.
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The India-China interac-
tion will be keenly watched
as it is being planned three
months after Operation
Sindoor when India fought
a brief war with Pakistan.

Lt. General Rahul R.
Singh, Deputy Chief of Ar-
my Staff, said in July that
China provided “live in-
puts” to Pakistan during
the conflict.

It is understood that Mr.
Wang’s interactions in Del-
hi will also be part of the
preparatory meetings be-
fore Mr. Modi’s expected
visit to Tianjin, China, for
the summit of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisa-
tion. However, India will
remain cautious while
warming up ties with Chi-
na because of its strong re-
lationship with Pakistan,
sources have hinted.

In the backdrop of U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
imposition of high tariffs

on India for purchase of

Russian oil, India has held
consultations with partn-
ers and stakeholders.
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1. HRA-¥H At BT Jeg B _
. ST BT 21 3 I HIWD! U BT IV ¥ b A Hall §ilS aMeRId & A1y fguehy ==l ofk auf
& 3fd ¥ yIfad - HRd FRReR I &) duiial a1 8|
. TA 8 H I YR&T TAGHR SfSiid SIaTet B ¥ AT 3R HIG-Yfo Spi® Farg = I0Hifad iR
& TGN B SR Holgd haT g
. AR ufdeel SR 3= Yo & Yoo & I T ol 3R &1 WY FE IGHT HRA &1 U HHT 8 |
2. ¥ & 1Y el BT UgY=:
. ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%wm@m-mﬁuﬁ%mmﬁxﬂmﬁmaﬁ?%ﬁ[&ﬂﬂﬁa‘iﬁm
BT
. ;rg;ﬁwww&reﬂasﬁamsﬁvm&mmﬁmwwﬁﬁ%%%mww,%
=0 I & 1Y Yarg B 38T 8, IR B1df &1 H TR RiR & SR UIfeh s &l I gRT
UG &1 TS Jerdl & ey H
g 6 UYUHHA! A &) 218 JganT T+ (SCO) RRaR e # UriieRl &) dart &1 +f fe=wn g1
3, maﬁvaﬁuﬁa‘rmmﬂ
%Wﬁ%%ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁoulullﬁdvddldﬁ?@ﬂﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%%%ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ

.« OFIA® T ¥, HRA AH-3@ARTS Hfd §E T §U SHoll, 8T 3R ARG Rl o1 gRem o eI ||
. %ﬁng%mumﬁwﬁmﬁweﬁwgﬂ&ﬂﬁﬁﬁMWWmmw
|

fAreep:

HRA Bt =9 3R I & 1Y I=9-T Feifas nfafaferr e wmraddr sk aragie we-ifa &t fa=m
T HeH 81 B9 & Y FHoll 3R & g P Aolg! {3 Xg1 €, Ta! I o A1y AT 3R JRe Haielt Araerit
SRl ST G181 59 HeH! § R AR & 91y Jeiel H SRRT & s 3o 51 T3l BT YRam Hrd g &A1
JHTd 3R Sefaferes i dedt o WY e B

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HRA-I AT faare 3R Ui & T1Y 8T B g1 & URUET H§ HRA-TH 3R HRA-%9 Jdee &1

Agd fawaftd SIoTT1 (150 Words)
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Many reject plastics treaty draft
that omits curbs on production

However, the current version receives support from the Indian delegation and petrochemical producers such as Kuwait;
about 80 member states expressed disappointment, with some saying that the text should not be used as the basis for talks

TaNT g

fa=auur

Jacob Koshy

GENEVA

n the penultimate
day of countries
being expected to

finalise a treaty on plastic
pollution, a majority of
countries expressed their
disappointment with a
draft agreement, which
does away with a key de-
mand of countries agree-
ing to limit the production
of plastics.

This version however fa-
vours a minority bloc,
which includes several
Arab states and India, that
has consistently advocated
for addressing plastic pol-
lution without such cuts on
production.

“This represents my
best attempts to consoli-
date various positions that
have been expressed
through various delega-
tions and groups,” said
Chair of proceedings Luis
Vayas Valdivieso. “This is
however still a proposal
that can be discussed.”

Kuwait has made a state-
ment that is largely approv-
ing of the text. Naresh
Gangwar, who led the In-
dian delegation said, “We
support the statement
made by Kuwait. While

1. Tt &1 ga el

To protect the planet: People observe an installation by the World Wildlife Fund against plastic waste
during the ongoing plastics treaty negotiations in Geneva on Wednesday. A

there are some improve-
ments that we can suggest
we are happy to discuss
this.”

“The proposed draft
text is entirely unaccepta-
ble and we cannot use it as
a basis for negotiations,”
said Sebastian Rodriguez,
the delegate from Colom-
bia who was the first to
speak but whose statement
received resounding
applause.

“Our red lines and that
of the majority of the mem-
bers of this hall have been
spat upon. This is not
simply about closing a trea-

ty at any cost but about
closing a wound that has
hurt our oceans and our li-
velihood. We need a new
text. This is something that
we cannot work with,” said
Juan Carlos Monterrey Go-
mez, the delegate from Pa-
nama. About 80 member
states expressed their dis-
approval on these lines.

Balance sought

“This text is a milestone
that demands some reflec-
tion. However there are
points that we need some
balance between various
articles in the text,” said

Abdulrahman Al Gwaiz,
the delegate from the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia. His
remarks invited a measure
of applause from petro-
chemical countries and
from the members of the
Indian delegation.
Independent observers
expressed disappoint-
ment. “The Chair’s text
that dropped today in ad-
vance of the plenary is dis-
appointing. The text does
not fulfil the mandate of re-
solution 5/14 as it does not
address the full life-cycle of
plastics. Chemicals of Con-
cern also does not find

place in the text. There is
also no attempt made to re-
duce plastic dependency
through mandating reuse
and refill systems. This text
is lopsided and will do
nothing, even at the level
of downstream waste man-
agement to address plastic
pollution,” said Swathi
Seshadri, petrochemicals
specialist, Institute for
Energy Economics and Fi-
nancial Analysis (IEEFA).

“The new Chair’s text
makes a mockery of a
three-year-long consulta-
tive process that showed
broad support for an ambi-
tious plastics treaty that
addresses the full life-cycle
of plastics, including pro-
duction. While there are
token references to human
rights, and human health,
the provisions that follow
undermine any and all
measures that follow. This
is a treaty that all but en-
sures that nothing will
change. It gives in to pe-
trostate and industry de-
mands with weak, volun-
tary  measures  that
guarantee we continue to
produce plastic at increas-
ing levels,” said David
Azoulay, Centre for Inter-
national  Environmental
Law.

- Y XY TG 5/14 & T Wfe BT IeT WD o YOI Sila--dsh—IG I AR IR0 Gh—

TSI BT UTI
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. URMYS TIE # ITe WHTY, A SUNT/Afta Tomelt 3R gTfHeRe I9aH1 W Ha=0r wnfie o1, dfe
JAAM TS ¥ IdTe 41 ST Uy gel fear mn gl

. 3T WM HId AURY YeitA W 2, S Tib e ASHTRITS & R erfea 81
2. faftra d=i ot fRufar

. TR & JUYF: YRA, $Ad, GHa! 3RT 3R FS 3RT ¥ | TH1 a & [P Ide gem fomm off wifes
0T & YT S 9ahdl § SR ferd, Hite JUR g 5

. TR & ORI AT 80 T (S BT, THTH HIFd | b St W & o gt ugnn, uikiifae
BI 3R S RaTRT Tahe BT AT M B

3. Tgfaror 3R o ef¥wior

. iR E¥HI0 AR BT BT § % AT Jaed Bk & Wi UGNl &1 SIS IR YR el g,
fIRAYHR HERRT & HIEHI@IRed & TR 3R 39 oid fafdedl @ AMd Wl IR 3RR &1 ¢9d gU|

. 3 ERHIT: USIhwmd IdTEH o=l B AHSTTRIT WiRed IdTed W AR g, a3 I, AR
3R Fafd R s ard YHIfad TRIes gHE! 3 Rifad 81

4. yRd & forg fAfgard
. URd &1 9 39! e gi, fafmfor ufamef oik wite wafervit faaa &t ifa @ Ad @ g

. BIdiD, I8 TW TIER0 THg! 3R 39 =T BT AT I SHET HR bl g Sl Aoigd yafaruiy
Ufasarsil & A &R I8 €, N afd Fad A& Add & HRd &I §id JHIfad 8 I« g

ey

Wifeds T Fle BT /RS SHT 39 92 B ISR Rl & fo yafarufig dresifersdr ok sieifiies-snfife fia
& o1 caRd afye Aifa FuRor & @R &1 gon 81 e ulom & foe ufasy ot arafstt # Iare o
3R U itera srfcgaristt & fo =amaRiTTa onfifes uRkad & ofa Sqe a1 Sa=ad 81T URd &1 39
ATEIRG 3R fogawi-dfad §, Afer Sedaifere yafarofig weifa & 39! fayg-iad 39 s/d R ARk

Hf {5 98 Wed UgHUI & Jad HRUN P YSIAd B & [l 31 HeH I3 8 1 -1gi |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: TIRSH YGHUT WfE TG TR BT HI ardisi H IE- 3T [qaral &1 fa=ewor Sl | YRd & 39 & Ui
3 3R TOTaRUig BRI WR == HISTTI (150 Words)
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— O WA WR 3T dF ol ged et (s 8.6) 4T — AT
YHutg &r@wweﬂaaw% ujf%ﬂmtﬁﬂm%@w (Eastern Himalayan Syntaxis) 7 gfed gg ge T,

S8l HRA 3R AR @e Sfed cael-e uRkued H T 8, HRd, fassd ofiR TSt asf & U qamet &
DR §H | YD
3R fRHTe &7 H YU daRt &t Sa=adhdl iR i Ag@yuf g ot ]

ST YT

1. YA 3R eFeif® deH

We TFPR: YR 3R JRRATS
fewrera & Sfiga ~20 fil/ay &t &R

Y TSI 31 Xe! ©; gl fodred 7 ag
Tfer 10 et § 38 fiydl/adf a6 ool g8

2. 1950 YT & UG

depTd fa=m=T YRd § 1,500 ¥ 31fee
Ard, fassa H 4,000 AYd; fawma uggeA
g1 3R gl g &1 JHam|

fodia®e MU yxEeH
3G B3, 91 H o WR fGRier)
glg 3T TW dohIad  HUEH
STATER AT g% A fa¥gd ¥4 ¥ aftfd

gl
Ecil
we

ferradt wrgefRa (EHS):
ol SR g1 We & gvE 9

39 Sfed I, d wRe 3R
XESH-Y qHl ISR & Wi

Tt 7 T |

faRkry wiee dAeifReR: 9=
feamerdl s Yol & AT, 1950

@l e § ¥rgeh-f&y fd o1 asr

337 e ol

foar

WMo fawar: ToR 9 Rgem
d% 30 9Rg aif fhHt &7 # e
Hegd fu Ul

C/0.

AT T8 OB BT & P 38 PR & Herehy s § of wig ¥ R STR-ud YRd

1950 quake that broke mountains
~ is a portend of things to come

As the Indian pliate moves forwardl, carthquiakes are a part of its future; yec our coment knowdedge does nocallos s to pradict when, where, or how
strong the next quake will be; what is known is that the area is the most seismically active and could generate a 1950-type earthquake in the future

Bl Rajeodran
B, Rasgenslran

n Augst 15, 1950, Ind

Uaroughiowt tie countey:
celebrations were winding down lo

rhe stringest ever rex
Jolted the councry™s Northeast and son
neighbouring arcas beyood the border

ne reports, the el

g wick i
-In-cm.mn-n An English batanist and
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.: ) o the day. [e
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I
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and Hangladesh, ‘Tibee, and
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structures defarm in response to shear
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3. 9dHE & U 9

. I YU TaRT: 3EH BT (1228-1826) & 3MfUAT 78 Yabul B! TRIGRY <2ia & 396 Afsd
uﬁmﬁaﬁmagé?%qﬁwwaaﬁ%

. gaaﬁmw;mw,mﬁwﬁwmwmmﬁmmm
|

. iforma fAfgard gaiR uRa & faera aiemrsll & ydu Sifew gedie-, IR Idra-t womel $iR
IR daRT &I M BT A |

e

1950 T 3 H YhY FHTRI YHUTT b BT 8T AT, BIg THIDH! geT g1 Wel Pt Add cadx Hiasy F of
HRIYSH Y B TUTGAT §TY Wl © | 39 ST o TiA, YohUlg Te-T=iedr — axe e iun 3 2t e,
AR FSTE 3R THUR UG TGN — 3d HTIRIS g | SI9-oi YR 3R 914 gl fearead & safdgda
3R AT URASHN 311 961 8 ©, 1950 1 Ig ge-T1 Y Iarait ¢t 8: Upfa &1 ufdd oo & fmel |
GRH! o1 fAHI I8 HR Il g

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: 1950 &1 A8 H Yoy fgaATerdt Yehdg fafafd & sreqa § T Hid b1 YR T SI1dT1 6 | 3P HRUT,
THTG! 3R HiasT & ot 399 et gaap! IR I=f HISTTI (150 Words)
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% DR SIYfId S (SC), YT ST (ST), 379 Uz eT1 &t (0BC) 3R faqad sifa (DNT) & forw ifi-
Bfgen SR URe-Hieh SEGRIT! P SHTTeD ST TAT FNMUT B R fIeR R T &1 T J 78 War 2.5
ARG F 2, %Iﬁﬂ@‘ﬁ?{ﬁlﬁf%ﬁmasmuq d% S 3R SC, OBC YT DNT & farg off St R &1 dgrast
R IR BT o1 61 2| U8 Pad S Sud Qi &) RieR! & §1g ST o1 381 2, e ad & b 3
3T HHT & HRUT B U BT dfId I8 9d 8 |

How can SC/ST scholarships be expanded?

nd post-matric scholarships? What did

What is the current parental income limit for students who come from marginalised communities availing of pre-matri

the Parliamentary Committee on Welfare of OBCs recommend? What is the eligibility criteria of these scholarships?

EXPLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
head of the upcoming financial

FY 2 s
government is considering
revising the parental income limit for
ility i ling post and pre-matric

from marginalised castes and tribes.

‘What will be the new limit?

‘These scholarships require eligible
candidates to have parental annual
income below 22.5 lakh. The Ministry of
‘Tribal Affairs is looking to raise parental
income limit to ¥4.5 lakh for post and
pre-matric ST scholarships, and the Social
Justice Ministry is discussing revising the
limits for post and pre-matric

scholarships for Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Other Backward Castes (OBCs), and
Denotified Tribes (DNTs). In addition,
discussions are also on to raise the
parental income limit of college and
school scholarships for OBCs, and DNTs.

What are these scholarships?
‘The post and pre-matric s
Scheduled Tribes (ST

funded by both the llmnn and State
governments on a 60:40 ratio
(Union:States), except for in northeast
States where the ratio is 90:10.

The post-matric scholarships for §
STs, and OBCs, require the student to be
an Indian national, studying at the
post-matric stage, that is, after 10th grade.
Pre-matric scholarships are mostly
available to students of grades IX and X,
but for SCs pre-matric scholarships are
available from grades 1 to X, if their parent
or guardian is involved in a “unclean or
hazardous” occupation. Both post and
pre-matric scholarships require students’
annual parental income to be below ¥2.5

Big dreams: Students in a class of 2 Gondi school in Gadchiroli, Maharashtra in Marc

lakh to become eligible.
In the ongoing fiscal year’s budget

ses (EBCs), and
56.7% of the Social

In the Tribal Affairs Ministry, centrally
sponsored scholarship schemes for ST
students accounted for about 18.6% of the
department's 214,925.81 crore allocation
for FY 2025-26.

How many avail of the scholarships?
According to available government data,

IAL YOG

tabled in Parliament and submitted
before House panels, the number of
beneficiaries for post and pre-matric
scholarships across socio-economic
been falling. This showed that
from 2020-21 to 2024-25, there was a
30.63% drop in the number of
beneficiaries for pre-matric scholarships
for SCs. In the same time period,
beneficiaries for SC post-matric
scholarships dropped by 4.2
according to data tabled in Parliament
this week.

Data from earlier this year further
showed that for pre-matric scholarships
for OBC: ’s, and DNTs, the

bene! os dropped fro
2021-22 to a little over 20.25 lal
2023-24. A similar drop was seen in
post-matric scholarships for these
sections in the same time period,
reducing from 43.34 lakh beneficiaries to
38.42 lakh. For there was a drop of

4.63 lakh beneficiaries in this time period
for pre matric scholarships, and a drop of
3.52 lakh beneficiaries for post-matric
scholarships

What have House panels said about
these scholarships as well as
eligibility crit
In a report on schemes for OBCs run by
the Social Justice Ministry, the
Parliamentary Committee on Welfare of
OBCs earlier this year recommended a
“suitable rise” in the income limit from

~chohrsh|ps for OBC students. While the
panel asked the government to double the
income limit for beneficiaries of pre and
post-matric scholarships for OBCs, it has
asked for “suitable rise” in the income
limits for beneficiaries of top-class
scholarships for school and college
education.

The panel also said it was puzzling why
the pre-matric scholarship for OBCs was
only being offered for Class IX and X,
recommending that the Ja
covering students from ¢

A separate House panel, which was set
up to oversee the working of the Tribal
Affairs and Social Justice ministries this
March, noted the same about post and
pre-matric scholarships for ST students,
recommending that the parental income
limits be revised for these schemes.

These House panels have stressed the
importance of these scholarships, and
observed that the existing parental
income limit was too low, adding that this
was preventing many families who need
the scholarships from getting access to it.
‘They have suggested that the parental
income limit be raised for these
scholarships so that the coverage can be
extended to as many beneficiaries that
need it.

THE GIST

v

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is
looking to raise parental
income limit to 245 lakh for
post and pre-matric ST
scholarships.

v

Data from earfier this year
further showed that for
pre-matric scholarships for
0BCs, EBCs, and DNTs, the
beneficiaries dropped from
58.62 lakh in 2021-22 to a little
over 20.25 lakh in 202324

v

House panels have stressed the
importance of these
scholarships, and observed
that the existing parental
income limit was too low.

faweiyor
1. TAAE ETAT 3R Havel

o IS ST USHR: H4Ig YA TIoH], 6% 3R 50 BRI gRT T fat GIoT (@Ror Tsai § 60:40,
garaR rsal ® 90:10 39T) |

. URe- : SC/ST/OBC/DNT 20} & HIReT AR, H&fT 10 & Jle HLTT-Rd |
. W-ARS: TEIad: Fem 9-10 & o sc & fow wer 1-10 & Suawy, TS HfuEaS
"HIAY A ARATR " I ff%
o M FHET: 22,5 TRF T fHHTaS 3|
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. goidIg HEw:
o IS =R TAT - 213,611 BRAS & 3HTdc Dl 66.7% AT A W
o« SHSTAR DHT AT - 314,925.81 RIS & 3HTdcH BT 18.6% ST BHAJRAI W

2. vy Y T= A wH

. SCH-AfR®: 2020-21 F 2024-25 & &1 30.63% B HHT|

. SCURe-Hfew: 34t 3aftr & 4.22% &1 HHi|

« OBC/EBC/DNT W-Af¢d: 2021-22 H 58.62 TR ¥ GTHR 2023-24 H 20.25 AT |

o STU-AfCE: 3 auf # 4.63 TG B HHT: ST URE-HfeH: 3.52 ARA BT HH! |

o BRU: HH T G, AT Hal Haxel ((ARVHR OBC W-AfCH Had Hem 9 I )|

3. Hudy wftfa o1 Rt

. OBC gfufa:
. T 3R URe-Afee® gl o1 3mg AT ST 1|
. OBC W-Aft® Havsl H&f 9-10 T TGTHR H&T 5 Y L= B |
« ST/SC Tf¥fa:
. TS 3R e Bt HISEl AN & SR ST W1 ST $L
o O 34 BEl Bl WA B S IdAH H 3R § TR IRAd H SReId¥E & |

4. fwaR &1 St

. 3fde: AETS 3R Tl e AR & HRUI B3 SReIAHSE URAR 3 2.5 AR A 31fe HHG 8, R
fR1&1m 981 8 HR urd |

. IS T R8T TeradT SR/ & WEhTd 9% &l dig &1 $oil 5

. URINIA®: 3T S d6H I Ayl &t gedt den & gur 9yal

frpd

SC/ST/OBC/DNT STEHGRIT &1 31T AT ST dferd ol o o el &1 Ugd S &1 G/ H Th Hedqul HaH
g g, 39 1Y JHY R e ORI &A1, fefoed e ufshar &) M §9MT 3R dides A & fom
TR & B AoTgd HRA1 H SRl 81 98 3fTde & STdulg arTiiaT ot Ikear ge g1 €, 3ufe ifd # gaigad
3TILIH g dlfp 3 aTdl b H e # IH RIS HRATg BT THE 1 33 |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HRA H 3I[Id ST, SYfeId S, 3 a1 a7 qu faqed st & forg W-Afds ok Uie-Afea
BEGRIA BT UTTS ST T TN HA & TS T T 87 59 TR & ARMA! DI 3 AHToID AT

et IE=Al d% Uga & fod fh gHIfaal 3Tk e U &1 STaRISHd &, I BT | (150 Words)
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he world first noticed a massive shift in
T how wars are fought during the second

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict (2020): the
increasingly integral role that drones play. For
India and Pakistan, Operation Sindoor (May 7-10)
cemented this shift, as unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) and unmanned combat aerial vehicles
(UCAVs) moved from serving purely
reconnaissance needs to becoming instrumental
for precision strikes.

An exercise of modernisation
In the aftermath of the clashes, India is trying to
upgrade and modernise its military. In 2024,
India finalised an order for 31 MQ-9B Reapers
from the United States, including SkyGuardian
and SeaGuardian models. These aircraft will
supplement India’s need for maritime domain
awareness and reinforce the strategic partnership
between the countries. Still, this partially
addresses just one of the needs of a country with
its varied terrains and multiple contested
borders. Given its vast border territories with
Pakistan and China in high-altitude regions, India
requires systems that are capable of high-altitude
surveillance — larger fixed-wing long-range
systems that can deliver significant payloads
during precision strikes, and smaller,
cost-effective systems for precision strikes.
Currently, the unmanned platforms that India
has in operation address only some of these
requirements. Israeli systems such as the
relatively older Harop loitering munition and the
medium-altitude long-range Heron are useful for
aerial strikes and surveillance, respectively. But
they are not the most advanced systems on the
market. Apart from these, India largely operated
legacy systems that were imported prior to the
last decade and some indigenous models.
Despite the long defence relationship between
the two countries, as India seeks to procure
state-of-the-art drones, it no longer makes sense
for it to look largely to the U.S. for outright

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
A war game-changer in a battle for influence in Asia

Adva Madhavan

is Research Analyst,
The Takshashila
Institution

With unmanned
aerial vehicles
becoming
crucial for
precision strikes,
India can benefit
from filling the
space in the
Indo-Pacific
drone market

purchases. There is likely to be a shift where the
U.S. becomes more important for components
such as power plants and electronic payloads.
Conversations about leading unmanned aerial
systems invariably come back to the U.S., China,
Tiirkiye, and Israel. However, recent reports
question whether American drones are good
enough even to meet their domestic demands, let
alone dominate the export market.

A New York Times article, written by an
observer of exercises with U.S. drone companies,
revealed the growing gap between American
systems and those made by Russia and China.
Congruent with these concerns, the ‘US Drone
Dominance’ executive order was rolled out with
massive plans for American drone production. A
CNAS report finds that the U.S.’s adherence to the
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) has
resulted in it falling far behind China and Tiirkiye
in the UAV export market, making up only 8% of
the market as of the end of 2023. Although recent
and upcoming reforms to the MTCR will allow the
U.S. to tap into the export market more, it already
lags behind.

Today, India finds itself trying to fill these gaps
in its arsenal through imports, joint ventures and
domestic production, largely relying on Israel and
European countries. Given the state of its ties
with both China and Tiirkiye at the moment,
India is unlikely to rely on either country for
critical defence technologies. As it attempts to
further its own interests, India should also
leverage its technological advancements to
become a supplier of fixed-wing UAVs for the
broader Indo-Pacific region.

The China factor

A number of countries, including Vietnam, the
Philippines, Taiwan, South Korea and Japan have
relations with China that can only be described as
strained at best. Maritime Domain Awareness is
essential for these countries to monitor and
counter China’s use of ‘gray-zone’ warfare, using

agents such as their coast guard and maritime
militia, to enforce disputed territorial claims. This
also enables them to protect their sovereignty
and safeguard vital econormic interests, such as
fisheries and energy exploration, from constant
encroachment.

Israel finds itself otherwise preoccupied with
its long and drawn-out conflict in West Asia, and
is unlikely to be a reliable supplier to the region.
With the U.S. struggling to remain in the race,
Tiirkiye is the primary option for procuring
high-performance and cost-effective systems.
Given that India and Tiirkiye find themselves in a
fairly adversarial relationship, it is in India’s
interest to prevent Tiirkiye from expanding its
sphere of influence through drone diplomacy.

Many countries in the Indo-Pacific also share
similar geographies with India, and,
consequently, a pressing need for systems
tailored to maritime domain awareness and
high-altitude border patrol. If India were to
develop systems to suit its own needs, they would
also suit the strategic requirements of its
not-so-distant neighbours.

A contested space

The U.S.-shaped vacuum in the drone market
within the Indo-Pacific, is becoming a highly
contested space that India would benefit from
filling. Not only would it boost trade and
influence with a host of countries but it would
also fulfil the country’s own strategic needs.
Despite being held back by bureaucratic red tape
and a public sector dominated defence sector, it
would benefit India to capitalise on its existing
ties with Israel and utilise its learnings from joint
production ventures to better its domestic UAV
ecosystem. Beyond just producing everything
domestically, technology-sharing regimes with
like-minded countries in the Indo-Pacific would
further mutual interests and foster trust-based
relationships in a region that is becoming
increasingly polarised.

COMET IR P International Relation

UPSC Mains Practice Question:IEECIRSICIU K IERENNE KL RUIG G CY
BHA B aTd FAUiae Wewid & wu # yfe g &1 gAdRyfya ®% 871 8|
YRA B GR&T ATagHarsil R ggad gs1-9Rhe Imike ufieg & dgd ¥,
TR UAV &t famRid -1 & SiawRi SR gHifaal uR Taf Sifere | (150 words)
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Context :

G AANTHI-BRIER G (2020) 3R FIferr STReH Rigk (@S 2025) 7 I8 W &= o o snyfis gg & g

(UAV/UCAV) 3§ had MTRMT da Fifid T8l 8, Sfcd Idi® gral & fHunad Wea §9 g% ¢ | HRd-UTih

TgY § I &1 I8 TRl YIS & g URERT &1 Yohd o | IGad AMARS THIGRUN & §id, Sol-URIhe &

g@ﬁmwmﬂ?ﬂ TR -TIoiaRM ¢a SR IR g1 8, Ford URa & forg SraeR iR gHifaat gt sl
|

BT U
1. HIRT &1 HiejaT &N 3R SATaRAHATE

«  TAHT WeWH: SURA & TRM Harop (@R FFRM) 3R Heron (I STH-TIeTg, A-T-39) S,
Y B & Wi 3R {USd e & SATfad Aisd |

. 7-I's: e 3mRe ¥ 31 MQ-9B Reaper (SkyGuardian 3R SeaGuardian) — ﬂ'ﬂ?}[ SO SR dhdl &
forg, o Tt YU 3R IR SRevd T A & fore vt e |

. Sifafvea srazgepr:
. IA-FA FIREL & fore 58 fthag-fd gi
« TP gHAI & oI oH ANTd a1t Bie Red|
2. 3@ S IEIR IR YRa & fRUfT

. 3AR®T P FAfaE: MTCR & Trad iR it fafd ifd & HRU TR ffTRER! g9ed 8% (2023) X8
TS, STafoh T SR el 3 fdha el

. Tyifaa smyfefeat: < SR ol &1 de-iie TR HRd ST HRINT e, SHRa iy uRmn § oo, gafae
AR AT ! FHTGT HH|

. HRA P AAIR:

. 3SI-URIe <= (faad=mm, fsefidie, ST, aféor SiRan, dgam) & g S=-3ars o agsl
TR $19 ST

. S SRR & A1ead ¥ &g UuTa ST SR ) & [aRdR Bl AT |
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3. Yurifae fAfgard
« Maritime Domain Awareness: J- &1 -G UM (@IRe TS, T TR &1 garee|
. &I H JUR:
. SIS 3R T & Y Jgad I |
o TDIH-ATHIU FIRIT 3R Sl &7 ST yrfieRi|
o ARG FIUIST SR AGSHD &F & TG B HH BT

e

23)- U & Igd SH IR A 3R &1 IR RRERY A e Wi dagy Ut fvar 81 YRa, afe wexh
UAV &HdT faehRd o 38 Ffd-S=d §91dT 8, O 1 had SO & SaRadmaradl &1 IX1 BT dfewd &g THE
o ST 39 T 3Maxa® ¢ & a8 dd-io! IeiaR], I& SdTe JuR, sﬁ?a’f‘&raﬁufawﬁﬁam:rm
S AHHID DI T FHeld & gIAR & ©0 H T |
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