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o |AEA 7 BT &1 H RE Bl WA Sifafiaaret &
o R e ot

S, 2025 9 o 3 S e uw a2 aw o ISTael hits Iran nuclear sites,

top military leaders, Tehran
sends missiles in retaliation

Associated Press
DUBAIL

Israel launched a blistering
attack on the heart of Iran’s
nuclear and military struc-
ture on Friday, deploying
warplanes and drones
smuggled into the country
to target key facilities and
kill top Generals and scien-
tists — a barrage it said was
necessary before its adver-
sary got any closer to build-
ing an atomic weapon.

Iran quickly retaliated,
sending a swarm of drones
at Israel as Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
warned of “severe punish-
ment”. Later on Friday
night, air raid sirens
sounded across Israel fol-
lowing an Iranian missile
attack. The rumble of ex-
plosions could be heard
throughout Jerusalem, and
Israeli TV stations showed
plumes of smoke rising in
Tel Aviv after an apparent
missile strike. There were
no immediate reports of
casualties.

The Army said dozens of
missiles were launched
and has ordered residents
across the country to move
into bomb shelters.

Israel’s firefighting ser-
vice said its teams were
responding to several “ma-
jor” incidents resulting
from an Iranian missile at-
tack, including efforts to
rescue people trapped in a
high-rise building.

“Firefighting crews are
handling several major in-
cidents, mainly in the Dan
region” around Tel Aviv, a
statement said, adding that
“firefighters are working in
a high-rise building to res-
cue trapped individuals
and extinguish a fire, as
well as responding to two
additional destruction
sites.”

Iran had been censured
by the UN’s atomic watch-
dog on Thursday for not

Evolving crisis: Firefighters extinguish a fire in a building in Tehran
after Israeli attack on Iran on Friday. GETTY IMAGES

Modi conveys
India’s stand of
peace to Israel

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
called for “early restoration of
peace” and conveyed the
Indian position in a phone call
with Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu on Friday. » PAGE 3

Fresh conflict
may impact oil
supply to India

NEW DELHI

Israel’s attack on Iran pose
significant risks to India in
terms of curtailed supplies of
oil and a 40-50% increase in
the export costs, according to
trade experts. » PAGE 11

complying with obligations
meant to prevent it from
developing a nuclear wea-
pon.

Israel’s military said
about 200 aircraft were in-
volved in the initial attack
on about 100 targets. Its
Mossad spy agency posi-
tioned explosive drones
and precision weapons in-
side Iran ahead of time,
and used them to target
Iranian air defences and
missile launchers near
Tehran, according to two
security officials.

‘U.S. was aware’
Israel had told the Trump
administration in U.S. that
the large-scale attacks
were coming, officials said.
On Wednesday, the U.S.
pulled some American di-
plomats from Iraq’s capital
and offered voluntary
evacuations for the fami-
lies of U.S. troops in the

. A AT A TgH R B 3t B, FifP &Y g BT TR ¢ TR
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wider region. Countries in
the region condemned Is-
rael’s attack, while leaders
around the globe called for
de-escalation. Iran asked
for an emergency meeting
of the UN Security Council.

Among the key sites Is-
rael attacked was Iran’s
main nuclear enrichment
facility at Natanz.

Among those killed
were three of Iran's top
military leaders: one who
oversaw the entire armed
forces, Gen. Mohammad
Bagheri; one who led the
paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard, Gen. Hossein Sala-
mi; and the head of the
Guard’s ballistic missile
programme, Gen. Amir Ali
Hajizadeh.

(With AFP inputs)
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques : "TICAT STREA-IM U THIG TRATY] YR JOMfer $t 131 1 SFR @l g l1" — ggad IiaH
URATS QR&T o & TeH H 7 HIW| (250 words)

Page 02 : GS 2 : Social Justice

qTSCE S S1SUT 3R Blcd o ITd 3UBR TREUT TN (KSCPCR) GRT Jgdd =0 ¥ a1 71 T Urdeic
3T, foreT IW® § “aedl & TR SHAH: T & AT I MY 3R GHTER | Higd,” HcH
A el & 3i-ars a9 NH0T 3R gHTER (OSEAC) & TG d Wk Bi 3R ST HTH N Bl & | LT 2 gId
faar g o o=l ! feforea g & WRéa T & g wufies wR I g1 ot areushd | fSiea aeradr sik

TS GRET B A fbar s =nfgu|

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A pilot study on online sex-
ual exploitation and abuse
of children in Karnataka
has recommended that
digital literacy and online
safety should be a compul-
sory part of the school cur-
riculum, starting from the
primary level.

Protecting children
from online risks requires
the concerted efforts of pa-
rents, educators, policy-
makers, and communities,
said the study jointly con-
ducted by ChildFund India
and Karnataka State Com-
mission for Protection of

Open communication
between parents and
children about online
risks should be

encouraged, savs
the study

Child Rights (KSCPCR).

A report on the study tit-
led “Online Risks of Chil-
dren: Focus on Online Sex-
ual Exploitation and Abuse
of Children” was released
by Legislative Council
Chairman Basavaraj Horat-
ti in Bengaluru on Friday.

“This report is a com-
prehensive effort to under-
stand the digital experienc-

es of children in
Karnataka, capturing in-
sights from children them-
selves, as well as from pa-
rents, teachers, and child
protection stakeholders,”
said KSCPCR chairperson
K. Naganna Gowda.

Objectives of the study

The major objectives of
this study were to investi-
gate the nature and preva-
lence of ‘Online Sexual Ex-
ploitation and Abuse of
Children’ (OSEAC) in Kar-
nataka by estimating the
prevalence of OSEAC
among children aged 8 to
18 vyears. Overall, 903
school going children were

Make digital literacy part of curriculum
to curb online child sexual abuse: study

covered under the study.

The study noted that the
COVID-19 pandemic signifi-
cantly increased children’s
exposure to online risks,
underscoring the urgent
need for corrective mea-
sures. Parental supervi-
sion, teacher training, and
digital literacy emerged as
critical areas for preven-
tion and mitigating risks.
However, underreporting
and societal stigma conti-
nue to pose significant
challenges.

Open communication
between parents and chil-
dren about online risks
and safe behavior should
be encouraged, it added.
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o TGl UTeushH N fEfoTee TeRdT iR ATSeR JR& HI ffard far S|

o HIAT-UdT 3R sl & &I ol dlg P! Seral a1 S|

0 OSEAC ! UgdT+ 3R RO A & forg Riefept 3R Whd Hommelt &1 egarsii &1 w=red forar sy

W e, 3R YHTG:

- feforea g o ara gRam:
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- RRreq fifa & @nfemt:

gi—llﬂ l%duqﬂ-l 7 fefSrea Afadmdr, TeR W dl 3R 3iHagd sgdeR YRe & T ¥U § e g
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%ﬁgﬁr&ﬂ:ﬁﬁr (NEP) 2020 f&fSTea affi1 &) dgrar <ot 7, Tifde SuH AgeR ShiaH e & forg wefed g
|

- §g-RAURS HATS BT Srazgear: .

o Hrll-furT, @%};w"lqﬂ ST, HTHA Uad- Tl 3R ARG JHTS & fHae: T R fsforea

CISICRYUKRIRI I

o Wy ROiféT o7, a1a- 3o d Risrad fRarRur Yot 3R I eiie SITRewdT a9 ¢ |

- QTP Feieh 3R {:
0 AT 3R TN TR I1d B & YRGB A qoi q1UH I-d g |
o I I 1 3R ATHTA F e ST SHTIID @ dlfh 9 57 FTeT3M B UR B b |

- Af9® 3R BT ver:

oaa‘%?q 3ORTE § TREfUT SAFTIH (POCSO Act) B SHiaTg uRTel & TgH T gHTat &1 ar foear
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VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ s | Y@ r.a;ﬂm]

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

e

g 31T Whal! R 3R fSforea T -ifadt & dabTa UR St SHTaRIdwdl & X@iidd Hdl & | T doil I
f&forea 8 3at g ar & o=t &t 0T J 9 & fIw Hadt AR 3R 1A waid 181 §, sfeds e, S
3R T[T T ST & | URMATS WR ¥ fSforea JRafm fRia &1 SRIFT U &1 34 $is faded a1, dfch
I SHABRI B I&T 3R T QR FSTee THIS o A0 BT SRR 8|

Ques: " "TSToCe AIERTT 31d TP AT o, Sfch T o1 WREUN IRl 81" — Sodl & dgd J-drsH
9 90T & T &, THd UIeashd & SHTaArg RET e &1 Thigpd B &1 ahdl BT JHTAGTHD
Ui BHIfSTT| (250 words)
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IORIZA 3R S & o9 gifer a-ra, S I gHa! 3R STaTell H1aTs & 70 § A 3 g, 3 affd TR R
dd 3R I &t BiAdl § dh1d Jia BR of ol YR & oy, S T U@ dd e SR Hafd-sreria
SrfTaRy §, I8 TuY ARy &9 J Sull Y[ S@ar § SgaU™, GERWId & ga1d 3R i AR Bt
AT B gfG & HRUT Ag@yul 3N1ffd SiRaw Uvgd FHRal g |

Israel-Iran conflict may impact oil
supply to India, spike export costs

Global oil prices jumped about 8% in a single day, sparking fears that a sustained escalation could push inflation in India,

which imports about 80% of its oil requirement; shutting off Suez Canal and Red Sea will cost Indian exports dearer

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

srael’s attack on Iran
land heightened ten-

sions in the area pose
significant risks to India in
terms of curtailed supplies
of oil and a 40-50% in-
crease in the export costs,
according to analysts and
trade experts.

Global oil prices jumped
about 8% in a single day,
sparking fears that a sus-
tained escalation could
push inflation in India up,
since it imports about 80%
of its oil requirement.

“The ongoing Iran-Israel
conflict is likely to pose
risks to oil supply even
though India does not di-
rectly import large vol-
umes of oil from Iran,”
Amit Kumar, partner and
Energy & Renewables In-

RS YeTHH:

e Y e A g

Slippery slope

The Iran-Israel conflict may pose risks to oil supply even though
India does not directly import large volumes from Iran

= About 20% of global oil
passes via Strait of Hormuz
located between Iran and
the Arabian Peninsula

= Any disruption around the
Strait of Hormuz may hit oil

shipments from Irag, Saudi Arabia
and UAE, the key suppliers to India

® Disruptions in this area could
also significantly hurt India’s
exports in terms of time as well

as costs
-

dustry leader at Grant
Thornton Bharat told The
Hindu. “India imports over
80% of its crude oil needs.
Hence, even if direct im-
ports from Iran are mini-
mal, global price spikes
due to conflict will raise
crude oil import costs.”
Further, Mr. Kumar said
that around 20% of global
oil passes through the

Strait of Hormuz, which is
located between Iran to
the north and the Arabian
Peninsula to the south.
“Any disruption around
the Strait of Hormuz may
affect oil shipments from
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and the
UAE who are key suppliers
for India,” he added.
Disruptions in this area
could also significantly

hurt India’s exports in
terms of time as well as
costs, according to Pankaj
Chadha, chairman of the
Engineering Exports Pro-
motion Council of India.
“The escalation of the
conflict in the Middle East
once again closes access to
the Suez Canal and the Red
Sea, which will have huge
cost and time escalation
for Indian exports,” Mr.
Chadda told The Hindu.
“Going around the Cape
of Good Hope will add
about 15-20 days per ship
and $500-1,000 per con-
tainer, which effectively
works out to a 40-50% in-
crease in costs,” he added.

Impact on prices

While oil prices imme-
diately surged following Is-
rael’s attack, they are ex-
pected to settle back

down, said Norbert Riick-
er, head of Economics and
Next Generation Research
at Julius Baer. “Our best
guess is that this latest con-
flict eruption follows the
usual pattern, with prices
rising temporarily before
returning to previous le-
vels,” Mr. Riicker said.
Gold prices, too, surged
to above 1 lakh per 10
grams following the attack.
“In times of conflict and
uncertainty, gold remains
the go-to hedge for both in-
stitutional and retail inves-
tors,” said Amit Jain, co-
founder of Ashika Global
Family Office Services.
“What we’re witnessing
isn’t just a knee-jerk reac-
tion. It’s a continuation of a
broader structural uptrend
driven by central bank ac-
cumulationand long-term
inflationary concerns.”

o T B SRIHT F HRU =t AT B Al F T & R T 89 1 3R 5F, TP URA N IR W
M §gd 3 I 3T gt BRaT B
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Page 12 : GS 3 : Economy
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Why Israel attacked Iran’s nuclear facilities

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny

Israel has been preparing
for this for years. It had
carried out several clan-
destine attacks inside Iran,
including the 2020 assassi-
nation of Mohsen Fakhri-
zadeh, the father of Iranian
nuclear programme. It
took the war directly to
Iran in April 2014, by
bombing the Iranian em-
bassy in Damascus.

All the while, Israel ar-
gued that Iran’s nuclear
and ballistic missile pro-
gramimes were “an existen-
tial threat”. And on June 13,
Israel carried out a massive
attack in Iran, targeting the
country’s nuclear facilities,
ballistic missile sites, the
residences of its top Gener-
als and more than two do-
zen nuclear scientists. The
Israeli attack, which lasted
for hours, is the heaviest
military blow to the Islamic
Republic since the
revolution.

While Israel has long
wanted to carry out a di-
rect attack in Iran, both in-
ternational pressure and
Iran’s regional deterrence
stopped it from doing so.
Past American Presidents,
who supported Israel’s mil-
itarism against Hamas or

Hezbollah, vetoed Israeli
plans to attack Iranian nu-
clear facilities. But both the
regional and international
scenes are different now.

Rolling back the axis
After the October 7, 2023
attack by Hamas, Israel
launched a mini regional
war — against Hamas in Ga-
za, against Hezbollah in Le-
banon and aimed at wea-
kening the regime of
Bashar al Assad in Syria.
Hamas was forced to rein-
vent itself as an insurgency
and Hezbollah’s militant
infrastructure has been de-
graded. But the single de-
velopment that altered the
balance of power in West
Asija was the fall of Assad in
Syria in December 2024.

Mr. Assad’s Syria was a
critical link between Hez-
bollah and Tehran. With
Assad gone and the militias
weakened, the much
feared axis of resistance,
which has been Iran’s for-
ward defence since the ear-
ly 1980s, has been hol-
lowed out. Ever since,
Israel has dramatically
stepped up plans to attack
Iran.

In October 2024, follow-
ing an Iranian ballistic mis-
sile attack, Israel carried
out an hours-long opera-
tion inside Iran, reportedly
taking out many Iranian

Unprecedented onslaught: Smoke rises in Tehran on Friday after
Israel's wave of air strikes targeted several sites across Iran. AP

missile defence systems.
The strike left Iran’s nu-
clear facilities vulnerable
for future attacks. So if Is-
rael’s mini regional war
weakened Iran’s deter-
rence, the October 2024 at-
tack turned Tehran’s dom-
estic defence more
vulnerable. Israelis saw
this as a historic opportun-
ity. They wanted to act be-
fore Iran rebuilds its dom-
estic and regional
capabilities. All it wanted
was a greenlight from
Washington.

Trump’s entry

When Mr. Trump became
President, he offered talks
to the Iranians. There were
reports in American me-
dia, which Mr. Trump him-
self confirmed later, that
he “waved off” an Israeli
plan to attack Iran in May

because he wanted “to give
diplomacy a chance”. But
Mr. Trump’s plan was to
put Iran in a box and force
it to sign up on a deal that
Washington proposed. The
U.S. and Israel want Iran to
give up its entire nuclear
programme. The Iranians
were ready to roll back the
programme, like they did
in 2015, but not to give it
up. Mr. Trump said last
week that he was “less con-
fident” of reaching an
agreement with Iran. Then
came the Israeli attack.

A strategy seemed to
have emerged from Mr.
Trump’s Truth Social post
on Friday evening. Mr.
Trump said he gave Iran
“chance after chance” to
make a deal. He said the
next round of attacks are
“already planned” and
urged the Iranians to make

a deal quickly, “before
there is nothing left”. Steve
Witkoff, Mr. Trump’s West
Asia envoy, says he is still
ready to meet the Iranians
in Muscat on Sunday. The
U.S. and Israel appear to be
in sync here. Israel at-
tacked Natanz, leaving out
Fordow and Isfahan for
now. Mr. Trump says the
only way to prevent furth-
er attacks is for Iran to take
his deal. Mr. Trump is us-
ing Israel’s attacks as an ad-
ded layer of pressure on
Iran. As Axios reported,
Trump knew about Israel
plans all along, even when
he publicly raised concern
about an Israeli attack.

Tough choices

Iran is in a difficult posi-
tion. If it walks away from
the talks and launches
more attacks on Israel,
there would be further Is-
raeli strikes, plunging Iran
and the region into an un-
certain terrain. If Tehran
accepts the U.S. deal under
duress and agrees to shut
down all nuclear plants, it
would be a humiliating sur-
render which could come
with political costs. The
third option before Iran is
to escalate the war dramat-
ically to make the U.S. feel
the pain. But such an out-
come could drag the U.S.
directly into the war.
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis

The rot starts at the top of the aviation ladder

here is a version of Murphy’s law

which says that “if there is a possibility

of several things going wrong, the one

that will cause the most damage will be
the one to go wrong”.

The fiery end to Air India flight AII71 at
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, on June 12, 2025, just after
its departure for London Gatwick, is a rude
wake-up call — one that has been sounded for
several years. But the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA), the judiciary, the statutory body the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), the
Airports Authority of India (AAI) and all airlines
in India have been turning a blind eye to the need
to ensuring stringent training and safety
standards. Sound bites such as the one about
India being the fastest growing aviation system
have all come to nothing due to years of
corruption and political manipulation in the
system. A major failure in India is the complete
lack of accountability. Other than pilots being
blamed, no one else has been held accountable.
The rot starts at the top of the aviation ladder.

Downward slide

After every major crash, beginning with the
Indian Airlines Airbus A320 crash (IC605) in
Bangalore on February 14, 1990, followed by an
Alliance Air Boeing 737 crash (CD7412) at Patna on
July 17, 2000, an Air India Express crash (IX-812)
in Mangaluru on May 22, 2010 and another Air
India Express crash at Kozhikode (IX1344) on
August 7, 2020, the aviation authorities have been
lulled into complacency. The crash of the Air
India Boeing 787 at Ahmedabad is another
accident in the chain. Meanwhile, the same set of
people continue to be at their desks even as
safety and training have been on a downward
slide over the years. The lack of accountability
and the inaction have cost the lives of hundreds
of passengers.

Take the case of the Union Minister of Civil
Aviation. After every crash, the first statement
made is to defend the safety standards of airports
in India even when there are blatant violations of
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ)
standards. It is no exaggeration to say that
accident investigators are picked and chosen on
the basis of who will toe the line and place the
blame squarely on pilots. There have been
violations in the Ahmedabad accident. We have
had the DGCA issuing a statement that is in clear
violation of ICAO standards — naming the pilots
who were involved in the crash. No other country
would mention the names of the crew even in the
final report. We need professionals to head the
DGCA and the AAI, and not bureaucrats and
persons who seek publicity in these crucial
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organisations and positions. India has one of the
weakest judicial systems as far as aviation safety is
concerned. After the crash in Mangaluru, a public
interest litigation was filed that listed irrefutable
data and safety violations by the MoCA, the
DGCA, the AAI and Air India. A Bench of the
Supreme Court of India swept this aside by
passing on the case file to the MoCA to check
whether this was a valid case.

This was a move that hammered the last nail in
the coffin of aviation safety. Apart from the last
crash, at Kozhikode, there have been so many
accidents and serious incidents, but things carry
on without any accountability. The loss of over
300 lives in Ahmedabad (the passengers and also
local residents) should shake the people in the
system who are in slumber. Even the Pakistan
Supreme Court comes down very hard on its
aviation regulator and airlines.

Reading the visual evidence

The video recordings and images of the
Ahmedabad accident that are out on social media
are the only sources of information available at
this moment. The take-off captured on CCTV at
Ahmedabad airport has led to more information.
There is much speculation about the flaps of the
aircraft not having been configured for take-off.
All modern Boeing aircraft, which includes the
Boeing 787, have take-off configuration warnings
and no pilot would attempt a take-off if all
conditions are not met. There is also much
commentary floating around about this flight
having taken off from an intersection. Data from a
leading flight data provider clearly shows that the
crew used the full length of the runway, from the
beginning. The initial part of the CCTV footage
from the airport clearly shows the growth of a fair
amount of grass along the sides of the runway.
The southwest monsoon has arrived, but
monsoon preparation mandates the mowing of
grass at airports to less than three inches before
the rains arrive. This will aid in reducing insects
and worms which would otherwise attract bird
life. Ahmedabad has a history of bird menace in
the airport area.

The initial take-off acceleration of the Air India
plane appears normal until lift off. Going by the
statement of the sole passenger/survivor and also
a video grab quoting a person during a television
interview, a loud thud has been reported about
30 seconds after lift off. It is quite possible that
birds flying close to the runway in search of
worms and insects may have got sucked into the
powerful aircraft engines and caused a
compressor stall at the point of rotation. The lift
off and initial climb appear shallow before the
nose is raised high. But the climb rate is very

shallow due to possible partial thrust loss as a
result of bird ingestion in both engines.
Thereafter, the nose is raised and the aircraft
appears to descend slowly with a high nose angle.
The aircraft appears to have stalled and the
impact on the building with the tail section
intact, points to a stall. The Digital Flight Data
Recorder and Cockpit Voice Recorder will give us
the clear picture.

The second reason that may have caused the
partial thrust loss could be Foreign Object
Damage such as what happened to the Air France
Concorde flight (AF4590) on July 25, 2000 while
on a flight from Charles De Gaulle airport in Paris
to New York. The crash was caused by a metallic
strip that had fallen from a flight that had taken
off minutes earlier. It was lying on the runway
and punctured the wheel of the Air France plane.
Fragments from the exploding tyre hit the fuel
tank, causing a leak and fire. All lives were lost
with some fatalities on the ground. It would be
worthwhile checking whether something similar
happened to the Air India flight. The most
intriguing part of the video is of the aircraft’s
landing gear extended throughout the climb till
the final moments. If there had been bird
ingestions in both engines, the loud noise may
have been due to a compressor stall, which could
have created what is called the startle effect.

The DGCA’s statement which mentions the
names of the pilots and their experience levels,
also says that the captain was line training
captain. Was this a training flight? And was the
copilot at the controls? In such a situation, the
change of controls and the partial loss of thrust
could have been overwhelming and may have
been a reason for the crew to miss landing gear
retraction. If the gears had been raised, the drag
would have not been present and the aircraft
would have had a better climb gradient to clear
the obstacles on the ground.

Focus areas in the investigation
With global aviation bodies such as the National
Transportation Safety Board from the United
States, and the Air Accidents Investigation Branch
from the United Kingdom now a part of the crash
investigation, the officials should also look at
obstacles in the take-off funnel. The building
which the aircraft crashed into was multi-storied
(one plus five floors, according to a report).
Having a seventy-foot structure so close to the
take-off path should be investigated. This should
also be a lesson for authorities in India not to
issue no objection certifications for construction
activity by caving in to political pressure.
Whether we will learn lessons from this
tragedy is the big question.
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