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Indian Polity / Prelims

qared g | dfad AEl $F ST 88,417 (RIdeR 2025) & Tadbliad 3o WR W Ugd T §, Said
AT 34 TN 1 3T gul Wigpd =1 &idl IR 1 $R 6T 8| I8 URd St ATae Yora § Ue
TREATHS T B ISR T § S8 afgd AHe 3R [qed Te S 9w 99 71U &, R =919 9% Uga

3R ATUTfTehT BT GérdT Y A foaTd §¢ gl §
IHITHRS Tef

o dfSd AW BT 3Pl (RIGaR 2025): 69,553
Slari + 18,864 MRS AMHA dfd B

o TIRIS S99 MUeH (3T 2025): 7,080 HHW
GRR §9M 5,667 fAUe M — fAUeH w®
80.04% |

o TIN® UgRT (2025): 52,630 AW GRR; 46,309
A9 T (~88%) |

o UfdeiRie ught: 2024 o dfad ol &t g
82,000 % Ugd TTs; HEHRI & a8 ¥ AAR ¢
RG]

o URMTHM® YOTS:

o &I AN R, a5 A UHBEH
3THIR (He-JAls 2025) B "3RFH H
feaul o sea fear — 21 Ui Sk 31|

0 WMBR A HiaogH I RGN BT 48 el &
iR Ao T & (3t 7 48 & fawsta |

o R 2ft: difqd ol § 3fS IR ©, o Al &

3 3R S & S JUanTd AT o e2fdr 8|

Wfd®d 3MaM: YRd & A1ie dfad 7

3ge 21 @Y FAATs BT HAPR): dd TH
de dfad A A SIBRI B HHASR HRd
gl

TS 32 3R 136: Wal AT TfAUH BT
TRef 3R 3ifaw srdtehia miveRt § — SRYR
WIS U 31 Bl

Case pendency continues
to plague the SC as backlog
hits all-time high of 88,417

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The pendency of cases in
the Supreme Court has
reached an all-time high of
88,417, even when the
court is currently function-
ing with its full sanctioned
judicial strength of 34
judges.

The court has 69,553 ci-
vil cases and 18,864 crimi-
nal matters pending cur-
rently, the National Judicial
Data Grid shows. The filing
of fresh cases in August
surpassed the disposal
rate. A total of 7,080 cases
were instituted in the court
in August. The court has
managed a disposal rate of
5,667 cases in the month,
that is, 80.04% of the cases
filed. The escalation in
pendency is despite Chief
Justice B.R. Gavai’s deci-
sion to have more Benches
working through the long
summer recess of the court
in a bid to decrease the
case log.

Working on holidays
The CJI had renamed the
summer holidays from
May 23 to July “partial
working days”. The CJl and
five senior-most judges of
the court had presided ov-
er the first batch of Bench-
es hearing cases during the
summer recess. A total of
21 Benches sat in batches
throughout the “partial
working days”, hearing
and disposing of cases, till
the court reopened in July.
In 2025, 52,630 cases
were filed while 46,309,
nearly 88%, were disposed
of during a year which has
already seen two Chief Jus-
tices of India with a third,
Justice Surya Kant, expect-
ed to be sworn in in late
November. The corres-

Delayed justice

The Supreme Court continues to battle the problem of

pendency of cases

Current pendency

88 ,417cases.

AUGUST DATA 2025 ANNUAL DATA

Cases instituted Cases filed
an all-time high 7,080 52,630
m Cases disposed Cases disposed
. 5,667 46,309
Civil cases Disposal rate %
69 ’553 80.04%% Judicial strength:

-: i

Criminal cases

18,864

The escalation is

despite decision to
have more Benches
working during the
SC's summer recess

ponding period in 2024
had seen a similar climb in
pendency to a then peak of
over 82,000 cases. The in-
crease in pendency per-
sists despite successive
Chief Justices, from Justice
DY. Chandrachud to Jus-
tice Gavai, taking care to
maintain judicial vacancy
in the top court to a mini-
mum, if not zero.

The unceasing increase
in backlog has become a
perennial  phenomenon
since the pandemic years,
and especially since 2023.
The pendency had conti-
nued to rise steadily des-
pite Justice Chandrachud,
when he was CJI, acting
swiftly to fill vacancies in
the top court. His succes-
sors to the top judge post,
Justices Sanjiv Khanna and
Gavai, have spearheaded

(of cases in

The court

is currently
functioning with
its full sanctioned
strength of

34 judges

their own collegiums to

promptly recommend
names of judges to the go-
vernment.

Past Chief Justices and
even collegium resolutions
have raised the issue of
“huge workload”.

A November 2023 colle-
gium resolution had men-
tioned the bare truth that
the court cannot afford
even one vacancy, taking
into account the “ever
mounting pendency of cas-
es”. “The workload of
judges has increased con-
siderably. Bearing in mind
the above, it has become
necessary to ensure that
the court has full working
judge-strength leaving no
vacancy at any point of
time,” the collegium had
underscored.

The recent months have
seen the government ap-
prove collegium recom-
mendations for appoint-
ment to the Supreme
Court without delay, often
within 48 hours. Yet, the
backlog continues to rise
steadily.
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ATEIRI-SARREAT SUTa: YRA & Ufd a9 ARG ATneiRl S 68 U 21 § (S AT+ 3
T + TR T SERBT H TTHT 107, fored § a4 511

difad Al & HRUT:

o HheHaTST Bt Fedt Tpid |

o a UTATAY gRT Had JauT—es HIHA! UR 0T dbiad B & Foig fafid rdfiell &R foar &1
o UfhUTH® RITH, IR-IR SiHfed ATIHB1a |

o Il UM W UeNfI! (UM &1 3THE|

o Frerelt =mruiferesT & =aranehal &) St wfed Ardl &) §¢1 W&l Bl

o

1. TRT 3R FAYeH & &t 98T - 8% I1d (HUeTT ST aTd A al &1 a1 # 3ifeie Aia arR feg
cIckd

2. YEATHSD HYHR - i raTed G Trarad iR il rared il & =0 § &1 ]
gl

3. URINIS e - 3HifRd R & d1dvig de gredl|

4. 1Y AT - T Fé, IAATET erdT SR ST YeTad HHAR! At |

5. TTATIIR - 3T ST - <3} <UrquTferehT H fAYTT &1 HH Hd 8, ATTHIRIS ATGIA BT UHTFAd Bt
T 3R 3TH ARG Bl 9T TR IR I dfId St gl

YR 3R 3R B 78

Ut raTed Hisd: dare -araTed &1 GauT-e AHd b i ¥, Fafid srdidl & forg te
ST et raTerd R Y (At SmanT 3R faftrs Ao wftifaat grT iR |

TENRTST UM TS -TeH &Y UaeH, 3-Wrgfer, feforea srarad, "adaemd s |
UfohdT JUR: RITH HH B, SHIed ATID13] &1 GraTs DI YoAaRud $x, HY Jae & e ad|
TR &aT AT fee =amaafe # wied IRe Send; faviy o =g

USI3R T GLR, G, b 3HaTald dlfds 3THG HH gl

TJfTd SAHI: A YUl & Y BT & GRM 3MRIHG TG F HIH HIAT oIR} 3G |

e

qui T &dT, aikd fAgfaaal $iR siiflie w1 el & Srace gdre arrad o dfed Al
! =T BT Rbie Tg ST § [ YR &1 TS difeid ATHAT had Ridad &1 -Tal, Sfeth HGRITTd
afa &1 4t 8| 99 do YR Tale <ArTad &t Y{HHT &1 Yo el SR, Fad Siaredl & Hefed
T8I BT 3R A -1h-Taerd GURT BT g YA, T9 T "I H 3 =19 § dferd g1 & J9H g
&1 Rrgid Ue Siidd arafaedr a1 @1 A had URNHE gt g1, sfews Gaurfas +ft § - 18
AT &1 6 Fata -amaraa gyt Aie! & SRBRT 3R g &1 ol WREH a1 38 |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
UY: HIRd & Far grarey § dfad Al & de J, FafalRad sy w faar sife:
1. Fate <arrad B Wied e eid WRd & g g dfed 34 randi=n &t g1
2. 3T 2025 H, Yafe <rarer § AMa! & MUeR & &3, SIfad 8H &1 X ¥ 31w ot
3. URA H TR RT-SHeHT U, Tgad T ARSI 3R foed & ga-1 & &1 HA g
IR 3T T Bl F J B A1/ TE /R
a) Had 1 3R 2
b) %ad 1 3R 3
¢) Had 2 3R 3
d) 1,2 3R 3

31X (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YR P qard A U1 YUl Wighd &l & A1 B gi- & d1de[g, diad HHdl DI Sl Sl
¥ S TET 2| 39 §¢d difdd HIHa! & HRUN BT [T HITT 3R 38 T J Fues & o guR ggmsul
(250 Words)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS { sings | (@ rﬂ;nm]
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399 & Tarare ¥ gHaT & Ugd 8 91 SN 99 & Iguied I HRA B Soll ATAFHRAT (St d
ARG BT TS Bl Th §37 FG191 T &1 T8 HRA Pt Wwd ol Uidagdrsdi, sqrd fHyur dear 3R
fefRId YRd 2047 F TS DBV & =T B

PM inaugurates India’s first
bamboo-based ethanol plant

Golaghat facility billed as worldss first green bamboo bioethanol plant; *7,230-crore polypropylene
project also initiated at Numaligarh Refinery; the facility aims to reduce dependence on fossil fuels

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday under-

scored the need for India
to be self-sufficient in ener-
gy. He was speaking after
inaugurating the country’s
first bamboo-based etha-
nol plant in eastern As-
sam’s Golaghat district.

He laid the foundation
stone for a ¥7,230-crore po-
lypropylene plant at the
Numaligarh Refinery. The
project will be established
near the 35,000-crore
bioethanol plant, a “zero-
waste” facility described as
the world’s first to produce
ethanol from  green
bamboo.

Terming the bioethanol
plant a step toward ensur-
ing energy security, Mr.
Modi said the facility
aimed to promote clean
energy and reduce depen-
dence on fossil fuels.

“Assam is a land that
supports India’s energy ef-
ficiency. The petroleum
products from Assam are
accelerating the develop-
ment of India. The BJP go-
vernment is trying to take
this capacity of Assam to a
new level,” he said at a pu-
blic event.

“India is one of the fas-
test-growing economies in
R

Clean energy: Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of Assam Bio-Ethanol Private Ltd.

(ABEL), Numaligarh Refinery Plant, in Golaghat on Sunday. P

the world now. Our energy
needs have been increas-
ing with our Viksit Bharat
dream. We spend crores of
rupees on imports as we
are dependent on other
countries for energy. We
want to change this by try-
ing to achieve self-suffi-
ciency in energy,” the
Prime Minister said.

Deep-water exploration
“While we are focusing on
hydrocarbon exploration,
we are also laying stress on
green energy like solar,” he
said, highlighting the coun-
try’s national deep-water
exploration mission to

look for hydrocarbons un-
der the sea. Referring to
the bioethanol plant, Mr.
Modi said it would benefit
local farmers and tribal
communities.

“The government will
help them grow and pro-
cure the products to en-
sure a win-win situation,”
he said. He criticised the
erstwhile Congress govern-
ments for penalising peo-
ple for cutting bamboo,
which was earlier categor-
ised as a tree. He said the
BJP government removed
the ban on bamboo cutting
and stressed that the deci-
sion was helping the locals

in this part of the country.

Numaligarh Refinery Li-
mited (NRL) officials said
five lakh tonnes of green
bamboo would be sourced
yearly from four northeast-
ern States, including Aru-
nachal Pradesh and As-
sam, to produce 48,900
tonnes of ethanol, 11,000
tonnes of acetic acid,
19,000 tonnes of furfural,
and 31,000 tonnes of food-
grade liquid carbon diox-
ide. A joint venture of NRL
and Finland’s Fortum and
Chempolis OY, the plant is
expected to give a 3200-
crore boost to Assam’s ru-
ral economy.
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IHITHRS Teof

GRS faaRor: 3y SRN-udHid urgde foffide (ABEL), Mardre fRud ameiTg Rwg-_t d wuifid|
TUMT: 75,000 FRIS BT AW, 77,230 FRIS B! SfaRad TicuIarge TRaSH T |

JdTE &HT: Uiay 48,900 T 3A41d, 11,000 T TRICH TRTS, 19,000 T BRPRA 3R 31,000 T
WY-US CO, |

HISXC ah: 3, SBUMTHA TR 3R 3= GareR okl ¥ 5 ARG ¢ a1 YT fadT Sie |

s gHTE: 3T ot IrHiur Srfeua®yT Y 3200 HIS BT FIdl, oy Snfeard iR s19 Iaes
THE™! ® A I

RN TaTeTe ReeRl [Affics, fhde & Bich SR HHufey Siars & ¥gad 3eH; "X3-
UMY Jiaur |

Rfre Jud

YT HI%01 HdHH Gai): HRd BT AT 2025-26 TH 20% AT HHUT BT § (2030 S AT
3|

1P Sid $eH A 2018: TR-WTEI TN (G SERI, S, $Y 3Ufy) F 26 33T 3T Uieanfed
CRGIR

ol R&fT: HRA TTHIT 85% el adl ST Bl §; oid 38 31T W FRd &1 #vd g
TR ATH: SRS CO, IcToid P HH HRdl § 3R R & ¢ SRl 2070 Hbed BT g
HRAT I

SO 3eifdeT 3R 919 YR o= fafFam # 2017 & I2ey= ® €19 &) "9 & U H
grdiford farar ar — 3ifiie gad Tt 3R [l

TrHTfoTS - 3MTfe Aged

[ B RN VURRY SR

YTHIOT FRIfFIHRT: i fHamT 3R S Ter & ol fRR 3 UeH &l g

SR [T Sia-srfaawT SR TRifesd TRTS 9 PRI ol Heaitid SdTG! &I 9gIal odl & |
& I TaR HRA B SHolf 3R I 345 6% & 0 H R FRdl g

3{TATd UfARITIA: Foed 9 & 3MTTd fod &bt 6 vl 7, o fad=ft qe1 o) 9= it 3

WIS Y- 3RS Tenfiie! wiaruiy SwReria g #dt 31

o

WISl 3MYfd /AT S Tg THM W a1 BT IR Ad Agayuf 71
gRag 3R HSRUT: TaitR HRd H 41! el & HHt|

AT Tfaaeferasar: HifaTd Mare-! & famT STaIedid SfaR SiiaTRd S99 9 He M gidl g |
foram @t UriieRT: AT Blie oiR Sfud gea FuRor &t siaxgear g

o O O O O

TNIT SO IR YR H I9d oid 34 Y31 o1 faxdR e a1 gan |
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o TaraTe fUd a1-3UTRd 3AHTd T4 Had U Soll YA Ta) g—a8 Udh AT - 31w ISR®
& Sl TS Holl DI ST RIfokichRuT, & faer SR ST Solf gRam 3 shed | afe T ugal
DI QIR 9L, A HRA U1 SHoif et Hfafa: ared, fRRar 3iR qRam &1 Uqferd H # Aag R
Tl 8, T BT 30T STy ufaagarsit 3iR arior 9qfg & a&dl &1 Hf 1 R gdhar g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: HRd & Ugd 9i9-3MUTRd 3A9Ta 999 & ey # fFgfofad 9y «= faar &+:
1. SUH1 IgUTe W & Tardre fored # fasar i g

2. U8 & 919 U 31 T IATE B aTdl gf-1a1 &1 Ugdl - 3URRY daigd-rd 9 ]

3. I8 URAeHT TATeNTE RBER! faffies iR fhds &1 BicH T8 HHUIT 3ar & did Uk gad 3
gl

4. T 30 3ifqH IdATG & FY T dhad AT BT SATGT DT |
B I HYF TGl 82

a) Had 1,2 3R 3

b) Had 1 3R 4

) HIq 2, 3 3R 4

d) 1,2, 3 3R 4

31X (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YRd & Ugd S19-3UTRT ST YA DT IGUIe SHoll STHMURTT, UTHI FRIRIDR0T 3R Fld [dhr™
@1 o2 H T ped ¥ | 59 URESHT & T -3 3R afavui Aew W ==f Hifvrg, Try & ¥t ugdl
I 3 FgM H 3 arel! gl IR Hf UehTT ST (150 Words)
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S{TSITET & S1E ¥ B AT GR&T R o foIE T T AT el & | SR shifd = SIS B Tarwddl 13 i,
QT OTooT SRIRET 31t o 11 88 © 1 BT 31 §, ThUsh & T SU=IRat iyl el o o 39 a1d R
UHTR ST fh 40.4% HRAR (THT 60 HRIS ART) WY 3MER (2024) HT W a1 I gbhd | gTalfds 2021
(CHINTEH3TS RUIC) & 74.1% I TIH 1! YR a7 &, R+t 78 sifereT 18-t UINuT SHHal & eI |

India must invest more in accelerating diversification of |

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

About 40.4% of the Indian
population (approximately
60 crore people) are un-
able to afford a healthy
meal, says Maximo Torero
Cullen, Chief Economist,
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) of the Un-
ited Nations.

Talking to The Hindu,
Dr. Cullen said the number
was a significant decrease
from the FAO’s assessment
in 2023 that 74.1% of India’s
population was unable to
afford a healthy diet in
2021.

He said India needed to
start to invest more in ac-
celerating the diversifica-
tion of food production.

Dr. Cullen said India
played a crucial role in
achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals of zero
hunger by 2030 because of

the level, size, and popula-
tion of the country.

“Reduction of hunger in
India affects the world and
affects, of course, South
Asia. So India, I think, has
a huge role to play. That’s
why we believe it’s so im-
portant that they continue
and accelerate the trans-
formation. India needs to
move to the higher level —
that is access to healthy
diets, which right now is
40.4% of the population.
So we need to improve that
even more and also to find
ways to assure this today
and tomorrow,” he said.

“The Green Revolution
played its role, but now it’s
time to do more. So don’t
forget about it, but do
more. We need to do
more,” Dr. Cullen said.

On the FAO’s assess-
ment in 2023 that 74.1% of
India’s population was un-
able to afford a healthy diet

Maximo Torero Cullen

in 2021, he said that in
2024, the percentage of the
population that could not
afford a healthy meal was
40.4.

“The methodology is
improved. So yes, there is
an important decrease. So
the number to compare is
basically to look at the
State of Food Security and
Nutrition in the World [SO-
FI] of this year to look at

the previous year’s num-
ber. But yes, there is a sig-
nificant improvement, but
still it’s too high. Healthy
diet is diversity. It means
fruits and vegetables, pro-
teins, and also means ce-
reals. More than 40% of
the country’s population
cannot afford a healthy
diet. So it’s a minimum
cost to healthy diet,” the
FAO Chief Economist said.

Address the situation
Dr. Cullen added that the
immediate step the Indian
government should take to
address the situation was
diversification.

“India needs to start to
invest more in accelerating
the diversification of pro-
duction. To move from ce-
reals to high-value com-
modities. Pulses could be
an option because they are
more nutritious, they also
have proteins. So pulses is

an option and this is very
consistent with your cul-
ture. But India should
move more to fruits and
vegetables and that re-
quires an effort because
you will need to substitute
at some point,” he said.

Tariff war

On the tariff war, he said
the first problem of tariffs
was inefficiencies.

“You will be more ineffi-
cient in the way you move
commodities. Because be-
fore you were optimising
the world, now the world is
segmented. The world that
wants low tariffs, but the
world that has now high ta-
riffs. The second issue is
uncertainty. The changes
of tariffs every day has
created a lot of uncertainty
and that complicates mar-
kets. Although markets
have already learned how
to manage this uncertain-

food production: FAO Chief Economist Maximo Cullen

ty, so things don’t change
too much,” he said.

He, however, said the
impact of food insecurity
due to tariffs was not so
high, but inefliciencies
would be high.

“But assume they get in-
to a situation where you
play tit-for-tat, then this
could be very dangerous.
It’s not happening at this
point, countries are not
responding. So let’s see
how it evolves, but uncer-
tainty and inefliciencies
will make us less resilient
for sure, because we will
have less places where to
have food access because
of the tariffs. It will affect
farmers, it will affect the
smallholders, especially
will affect the farmers who
are more linked to the mar-
kets. But what will happen
at the end is that you will
have a segmented trade,”
he said.

IHITHRS TdeH

o UGU3L Set:

02021 — 74.1% 3ATEIE] W 3R BT T Tal ST bl |

0 2024 — ITHX 40.4% (ST GUR + 3w ) |

o WX AR DI URYTYT: 3T, GTdl, UIKH, dl, Ffosrdl &1 HeH |
THU3f Bt Rwrivr:

o 3T § WTe ITe | fafdedr @t — g, wa, gfesra|
o NIYUT-Tag=iia HiY & fawr a3 |
o HAR! TITEAT H M g 3MeR fafaedr &) 3R 51
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Rfde Ay
o YR ¥ W JRE:

0 TTUHTHT 2013 TIHIT 75% UTHIOT 3R 50% R6X! HTETG! Bl HaR Bl § — SIS ab Ugd JH1ad
R g, guf Tyor & |

o TEH anft 1t FHTw! 82 dF SHNI-Hiad ([@Ed, T8) B
o TSI R AT HISH T3l BT 3T TVUT &, fce Jorawn & w1 ]|

o dd fomT d&d: 98 2 — 2030 AP YEHRT ol JHIW HRAT|
o 3 Tarf: 18-20% HRATT 3t +ft ST § (WpUi SrgHm) |

iR
1. 3FTS-fod ifc: SR Hifd t Thaar 7 g 3R I/9d R &9H diad o1 g
2. GINUT SeRTeT: ST, T, Foorl, ug] Wt araft off 70 § — TRial & forg agig i
3. AR AH1G: 96 d dToHH SR fFafld aul diyu-9qg Haal &1 THTad axd & |

4. B framl @t Ve framl & fafaear am & e Wi &1 34T §; TRl aad/ig R digd
gl

5. ATIR/Reh Tt Ge: AP Yoo g AHadl 3R AT &1 9gld g, o W &t ugd
3R fra yuifad 8id

31 $1 I8

o fafadfienror. qref, SToRT (SMSATSEA 2023 TR, Tal R Ao B Uierfed He|

AT faaRuT Jorel! # GUR: Had A & Foid dR-6R Uivss dw@l &1 el &1 3R dg |
HIY-FaRT: SMa[g, HSRUT, AR TS T YHTH |

OIUl-HaeA=iTa Hfaar Sy, Wy, R (@ivo 3T, 99-geg o) B Tdidhd B
RIS TedT:. IR Fea! A s & ot R TR sgawin gRfdd o1

R FHTY: Bic [t 3R snfearht aqeral & fafay wed 3T & e =red s
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o HRAT A WA BT YA BRI B @l 5, TAfchT et |re GR&f &1 37 ¢ fopwradh, fafay Sk tif®
3TER TP Ugd IS HATI WY UISH BT Td 36 T S0y 74.1% SMETET I UTHR 40.4% TR
3T T WM B, aifceT ot off TdwoHe =161 ¢ | oIk fos Twusl X@ifdrd ®HRal &, SATaH Hifd Th
"OIYOT Hifd" BT ATM6T - AT I UG B 3R, 3 I [Afdedr &t iR dgara | U1 b, URd
Had Gdd B T&T-2 Bl UK HR Thdl ¢, Sfeh HIY Bl Y01 JR&T T SSHR T diyd IaTaul
1 =1fid IR I B

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: URd | @1 Y& & e #, fAufaied sy w faar sife:

1. THTSI & 2024 & MHAT b AR, HRA BT THTHT 40.4% SHEIG! WY ER BT W 6l 381 qabi |
2. T & T 331 fafaefianrur fasred [T STl § Fiifer 3 Tid ¥ HRUR 3R YRd & o Iivpfas U
TS Bl

3. ik wifd 7 URd H quf Uivor gRam g &t gl

4. THSTO-2 (Y Y) Bl T HRA P oY Tt 3R afeoral o 3R HfY o1 fafaediorun smazge B
SWIed BYH H | B 1/ TE 2/82

a) Had 1 3R 2

b) Had 2 3R 4

) Had 1,2 3R 4

d) 1,2, 3 3R 4

31X ¢)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

. f IEE W&rﬁ@ddlwmaﬁ{qlaﬁ?&n BIc fh Ml B by YHIfdd Bl 8,
qﬁ&mﬁml PN AR T A= aF & forg Hifara Sura st (150 Words)
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o HRd I e & &7 § T uRadTBRI TR F UIY R IHT 7, Sel Y faexh fayfdeney ol &
2023 & Tl & dgd URd H 30 IRER R ax I8 g1 faea & T fayfaenea 3 T (2025-26
) | ST YaraH YRE IR 3T 8, SR s, IS, Has ok TSR & off Sieg &) ¢ ufeR wiifid
foT ST | I8 AP e fd (T8 2020 & I VDIV Bl HHR DA B G H T Hgeayul HaH
g fores d8d URdTa S e & R TR TR 31id I8 §U afye TR IR ufaaelf s=mar s

Bringing global education home

ased on the University

Grants Commission’s

recommendations, the

Ministry of Education
has handed over twelve letters of
intent to top foreign universities to
establish their campuses in India
during the last year. One UK.
university has already opened its
doors in Gurugram, launching its
programmes for the 2025-26
academic session, with the
remaining universities setting up
campuses in Bengaluru, Chennai,
Mumbai and the National Capital
Region. The fact that world-class
universities are establishing their
physical campuses in India shows
our conscious policy realignment.
It opens new opportunities for our
students and expands educational
horizons in ways we could hardly
imagine a decade ago.

The beginning point for this
development is a regulation
introduced by the University
Grants Commission (UGC) in 2023,
The idea is to allow top-ranking
foreign universities to establish
campuses in India with
operational autonomy and
regulatory clarity. The UGC took
this calibrated decision to align
with the vision of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. At
its core, NEP 2020 calls for
re-imagining higher education to
be globally competitive while
remaining locally rooted.
Facilitating the establishment of
global university campuses in
India constitutes a direct
implementation of that objective.

Why now?
India stands at an inflexion point.
With a large aspirational youth
population, India has a rapidly
expanding and stable economy.
Our start-up economy ranks
among the fastest-growing globally
and is a crucible of global
innovation. There is a demand for
quality higher education,
especially in new-age fields such as
Al, design, data science,
sustainability, and finance.
Foreign universities are not
arriving on empty ground. They
are coming into a country already

Mamidala
Jagadesh Kumar

is former Chairman,
University Grants
Commission, and
former
Vice-Chancellor,
Jawaharlal Nehru
University

Students who
might not have
considered
international
education due
{0 economic or
social
constraints can
make that
possibility real
now

undergoing serious educational
reform. Multidisciplinarity is being
actively built into the curriculum.
We are adopting hybrid
educational delivery mechanisms
using digital public infrastructure.
Research funding is being
streamlined through the
Anusandhan National Research
Foundation. Quality assurance
mechanisms are becoming more
outcome-oriented due to the
reforms in accreditation. Foreign
universities see the potential.
Many western institutions face
diverse challenges, including
rising operational costs,
demographic changes, and
expanding globally. Establishing
campuses in countries with a high
youth population and growing
intellectual capital makes strategic
sense, India offers both.

Local advantage, global gains
For students in India, its long-term
impact could be truly
consequential. Access to
international-quality education
without the high costs of going
abroad changes the game entirely.
Families no longer have to stretch
their finances or send their
children halfway across the world.
The benefits go beyond academic
degrees. Students will have
exposure to diverse peer
networks, industry partnerships,
and entrepreneurial ecosystems
embedded within the country.

And here lies a critical point.
Students who might not have
considered international
education due to economic or
social constraints can make that
possibility real now. From the
parents’ perspective, the appeal is
straightforward. They want their
children to have the best possible
education, and they want to feel
secure in that choice. Sending a
child abroad involves logistical,
emotional, and financial
complications. With global
campuses coming to Indian cities,
that equation changes.

This situation, in turn, raises
the bar for Indian institutions as
well. Healthy competition never
hurts a system. When foreign

university campuses in India offer
cutting-edge programmes, our
universities must innovate, reflect,
and re-energise their models.
There is a strong case for research
collaboration, too. For instance,
we have seen IITs, IISERs, AIIMS,
central universities, and State
universities collaborate with global
partners on areas such as
renewable energy, public health,
and engineering. Australian and
U.K. universities share strong
educational collaborations with
Indian universities. European and
U.S. universities are intensifying
linkages. These collaborations
support research, innovation, and
skills development.

Education powerhouse

India is a rising power in
technology, diplomacy, and
manufacturing. Yet, we rarely
speak of our potential in global
education with the same
conviction. India must position
itself as an emerging force in
international education not by
imitating the western university
model, but by drawing the world
to engage with us on our terms,
within our cultural, intellectual,
and societal landscape. India’s
centuries-old tradition of
scholarship, from Nalanda to
Shantiniketan, should not be seen
as relics of the past, but as living
sources of credibility in shaping a
distinctive, modern learning
environment. India already draws
thousands of international
students each year, yet the scale is
negligible compared to our
potential. Some claim that
prioritising global education is a
distraction from India’s domestic
needs. The truth is the opposite.
Inviting the world’s students,
researchers, and institutions to
work with us here also lifts our
universities’ quality, resources,
and ambitions. To ignore this is to
allow other nations to monopolise
the narrative of what “world-class
education” means, while we
remain consumers instead of
shapers of that narrative.

The views expressed are personal
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| UMiya | (& oo senvicss
CRUIE R
o NI GUR: Toitelt (2023) 7 MY fac=h fayfaemedl @1 uftaraq Wraar ok fHame Wyl & 9y
GIRIR AT - o1 Sfgafd 4l

o FHIGI: 12 MR U (TASAISME) SIRT T 7T Teh IRIR Ugdl &1 A1 81 gl 8|

o Ui BR®: ggd 3Nl FaT, HRA B ged! srfrawyr 3R 7T g 3 &5 (T3, feweH, S fagm,
R @t 7|

o IR UIRRUAD! o dg-fdvas Ureushd, I8ur AP UM BIESTA (38U [fa),
fSfoTed srauemT iR uRumd-SeTRa Ar=dr oY gUR |

Rfde day

IST R A 2020: e & RIS 3R Q&0 TN BT SMFH|

Ui YftreT. WRd T afyes I &% 8T § ([T, qeifren, wrifafda) |
GfIHT TR Bt JHAT: YR Ufas 13-15 AR S DI fa=r Ioidr 8, FII™ TRTHT 30-40 3RS STeR
faa=ft go1 1 afgaie giar ¢ | RIF URIR 39 digdig &I H HR IHhd ¢ |

o TTte UTaR: el Heiifd b Th IUPRU & T H, HRd P A YHTT B! T¢Il ¢

arfore- e Hga
1. I B DI f9ex ST & 3= ANTd & fomT fay kg e firadt g1

2. QUMY ALIH T 3R IrATSS ¥0 J fagw uRar! & fou eears @iedt g o faczft e &1 @<
I8 T8l B T |

3. gferegel SR TureRTT: URTg fayfaeedl & o TR iR STYFAPHIHRU & AFG &I $Hal Bl
gl

4. JTIYT TEANT: TAIHRUNT S, S WA, ST, HAA FGaT (T3HTS) & Tgad ST
@1 HYTaTY |

5. 3T Yo RIFT ITNT Faelf P IGIaT <l &, VSR Joid BT § 3R YR DI 1 rfaraw
D! ASIgd BT g

6. A FRUF: HRA BT SIRIPT e & b & FUH IHRA H Heg Rl 8, T IR fafafor &=
H ggat ged! R B 3R Aoied HRar gl

s

o THM ATHR: HRAHT TR &) Iq1eHT 3R s 3dtd & AFe | fae=h fayfenel @ ufawoyf &=
H BieTS gl hdl g
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o A YRA | off, fagxl oReR! &t B St X8 Il 5, Forad qarafar Hiftd 81 g |

o o wydn: 2w IR Qe Tadadr G w1 & o Hoigd JRem Surdl &t Saxadhd|

o IRY WSS FHATE Gl SR THT & HH! BT AMEAT B 3¢ YR & fa=1a Isa fayfaenear o
e & efiexur 3R T T URT & ad Aga S|

e

o URA ¥ =N fayfaemedt &1 smme S Rign Aifd & 1 SifdeR! sea &1 ufaHiia sd 8—
Ay e & ITHITT I ADHR I SMHR o a1 §4 e | gTalTh A, JAFAT 3R Famded dgad
! gAfaar st ot o1 g3 8, T8 FHaH U UaRH &1 &1 HR Iahdl ¢, TaTaR & 96141 ¢ Tl §
3R YR &I IfYF I Aead B THIpd IR Jadl ¢l afe T8 YR & TIANTT AIBER R I
fRrem T 2020 & &I & 1Y ST WY, A T8 Ugd HRA B 7 dhad U 3 AgTad & & H,
gfew 214 Tt & forg wep 3y e Fx & =0 7 ot wiIftd 3 H e 3w Gl

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
g:mﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁamuﬁwvwﬁamﬁaﬁmm%ﬁﬁuﬁm$ﬁwﬁaw
1. 8 fayfaeera e SmanT (@oiii) & 2023 & ol & siaifd Jem g
2. g5 IS e A (@8 2020 & Il & FTEU 5|
3. fac=h fayfaemeat &1 ot uRare aradr i |
4. %ad off-20 SN & fayfaamedl &) & YR H URIR T & SAfd B
D Y HUT Tl 82
a) Had 1,2 3R 3
b) Had 1, 2 3R 4
¢) Had 2 3R 3
d) Had 1, 3 3R 4

31X a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: Y facRh fayfaemel & YRa o uRER R S & A o1 I YR I R1ef TR o g
3R Al YT 81 Tobd &, Afcp gifaar +f UaT 8) Tebalt § 1 SMTaIHTHD URIeU S| (150 Words)
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HETAeTs GddHR G TH AITTg ST (2025) AT H Hate arared 3 ORI Aal § S 994 &
et & forT Ueh 9 fentesr ok fort § | I8 gxday ad o am Sie =amarerd A fgxmd g § wrfia
3R Tl ! BRI Az & forg Ao # regsipd <&t W e fea, ford Hguur iR faygeitgdr w

<ice UaT g1 g ATl

EXPLAINER

R.K.Vij

The story so far:
he Supreme Court, in
Kattavellai @ Devakar v. State of
Tamil Nadu, recently issued
guidelines to maintain the
integrity of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
samples in criminal cases. The court
directed the Director Generals of Police of
all States to prepare sample forms of the
Chain of Custody Register and all other
necessary documentation as directed,
and to ensure their dispatch to all districts
with instructions.

‘What was the need to issue such
directions?

The court, in the above case involving
rape, murder, and robbery with an
attempt to cause death, found significant
unexplained delays in sending samples of
the vaginal swabs to the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) for DNA analysis.
Moreover, the chain of custody of the
sample could not be established. Under
such circumstances, the court held that
the possibility of sample contamination
could not be ruled out.

The court observed that although some
guidelines have been issued by various
bodies, there is neither uniformity nor a
common procedure required to be
followed by all investigating authorities.
Even though ‘Police’ and ‘Public Order’
are subjects mentioned in the State List of
the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution,
the Supreme Court deemed it necessary
to issue these guidelines to have
uniformity of procedure.

‘What are the guidelines?

The Supreme Court issued four guidelines
for cases where DNA evidence is involved.
The first guideline states that the
collection of DNA samples once made

Je¢

N

N

——

DNA is a molecule that encodes the genetic information in all living organisms. GETTY IMAGES

after due care and swift and appropriate
packaging, including FIR number and
date, the sections and statutes involved,
details of the investigating officer, the
police station, and the requisite serial
number, shall be duly documented. The
document recording the collection must
include the signatures and designations of
the medical professional present, the
investigating officer, and independent
witnesses.

Second, the investigating officer shall
be responsible for the transportation of
the DNA evidence (sample) to the
concerned police station or hospital, as
the case may be. He must also ensure that
the samples reach the concerned FSL
within 48 hours of collection. In the event
of any delay, the reasons must be
recorded, and all efforts should be made
to preserve the samples.

Third, while samples are stored
pending trial or appeal, no package shall
be opened, altered, or resealed without
express authorisation from the trial court.

The fourth guideline states that from
the time of collection to the logical end,
i.e., conviction or acquittal of the

accused, a Chain of Custody Register must
be maintained. This register must be
appended to the trial court record. The
investigating officer is responsible for
explaining any lapses in compliance.

What has the Supreme Court said so
far?

The DNA profiles have a tremendous
impact on criminal investigations. In Anil
v. State of Maharashtra (2014), the
Supreme Court observed that a DNA
profile is valid and reliable, but this
depends on quality control and
procedure in the laboratory. However, in
the Devakar case, the court said that
quality control and procedure outside the
laboratory are equally important to
ensure that the best results can be derived
from collected samples.

In a three-judge Bench decision in
Manoj and Ors. v. State of Madhya Pradesh
(2022), the Supreme Court rejected a DNA
report on the ground that recovery was
made ‘from an open area and the
likelihood of its contamination cannot be
ruled out’. It was also observed that the
blood stains found on the articles were

What do SC guidelines say on DNA?

Why did the Supreme Court intervene in DNA samples in criminal cases? What lapses did the court uncover? What has the court said about DNA reliability in
past rulings? What do the new guidelines mandate? Is DNA alone enough to convict?

disintegrated, and the quantity was
insufficient to run any classification test.

In another case, Rahul v. State of Delhi,
Ministry of Home Affairs (2022), DNA
evidence was ‘rejected because it
remained in the police Malkhana for two
months and during such time, the
possibility of tampering could not be
ruled out’. It was said that ‘the collection
and sealing of the samples sent for
examination were not free from
suspicion’. The court also said the trial
court and the High Court did not examine
the underlying basis of the findings in the
DNA reports or whether the techniques
used had been reliably applied by the
concerned expert.

Therefore, while the investigating
agency needs to ensure that samples are
collected properly, without any possibility
of contamination, and sent to the FSL
without any (unexplained) delay, the
expert must also ensure proper quality
control and procedure in the FSL.

How important is the DNA evidence
in criminal cases?

DNA is a molecule that encodes the
genetic information in all living
organisms. It can be obtained from
biological materials, such as bone, blood,
semen, saliva, hair, or skin. Generally,
when the DNA profile of a sample found
at a crime scene matches the DNA profile
of a suspect, it can be concluded that
both samples have the same biological
origin. However, it is not substantive
evidence in criminal cases.

The Supreme Court, in the Devakar
case, stated that DNA evidence is in the
nature of opinion evidence as envisaged
under Section 45 of the Evidence Act
(Section 39 of the Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023), and like any other
opinion evidence, its probative value
varies from case to case. Therefore, DNA
evidence must be proved scientifically
and legally.

R.K. Vij is a former IPS officer

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Court has issued
uniform guidelines to ensure
the integrity of DNA samples in
criminal cases, directing strict
documentation, swift transfer,
and a clear chain of custody.

v

Past rulings show that lapses in
handling have led to DNA
reports being rejected, making
both proper collection and
quality control essential.

THIAY Fl?
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9 qWa H, 9 W & T & [Add 3R Tad dile o Tara & BRI G0l &1 JHTIAT ot
e ey = urn fo it It o ve g ufshar T8 7

i gferr 3R A STaRIT T G | 31 §, SHfeie uferant e U 9 iy of|

e AT 3 ST Wieg &) rdsdl JAd &1 & forg it 0t & forg ames ez
3ffard a feu|
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i gy & feamfad=r (2025)

1. 3o SXATATNBRUT: SICAY THAT T8 & Urufirept fqarur, Gefid wr, Sia siftert & faaror ek
Sidex, g SAfUBRY 3R Td= TaTel & gE&R) & 1Y U fhar =1 AT

2. THY TR U9UT: L 48 6l & HidR THUud d& g dIfeT; ot &1 HRUI W a1 ST a1iey 8k
TRE(UT G forar ST =gyl

3. USRI Td I B AT & foT fopedt +f Yoot o) ven a1 leRT Aiet et fopar S|

4. HE AR BT YT YU T TR /MU ddh T8 T ST 91T 3R 3rarard Rl & e
fopar ST =R | Sifa ISR &) g &1 i Rig H=ar gl

ST 91eg )R Iide fRAUfd @fasw + $3 @)

o SHITT STH WERIY Y (2014): STAT WpTa [y g, AfcbT vawT=mensfl # Toraen Feam
YUl &

o IS ST HeY USRI oY (2022): SITAT B SRR H {301 7107 s I8 ol &3 9 Ui fovan
off, HGHUT &1 SIRIH 31fb 1|

o EA S Al ST (2022): SITAY B Y X fea1 11 it 79 2 HgH dPb gfor Araa™ | 3@
— $SIIS BT Heg|

o TAHR AHAT (2025): [AYT-AAT Had TARTRIS UiehdT TR &1 o, Sieh TANTRITA ¥ Ugd o e
IR 1} FR et g

SITAT 189 1 98

o TPl T1&T SMRATIH B URT 45 (3 URT 39, URA H1&T ATH, 2023) & T8d S1TT Ted U
I AIEA 5|

o THIUI®G Hed: T YA al: 3= 18! ¥ 59! gfP g @l

o  JUAAICT: A SORTER, g, THRIGT Afaad, fudgea faaral # te Hfad=imed! Suau|

o THIE: WguUT &1 SiRaH, fERma e & g, TTeid SaReT|

o

o HRd ¥ BRI g ard gl iR ufifea sl &1 siya|
o DU BRRAS ToI (Yfr g BT 1% F Yl H1) |

o JTD & & TG WIHRITad 3R TaT8! W AT FHRdT|
o T U5 B 1R® <, e & Ged B v Hal o |
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o SITU e T SIUR] ddaR g I8 fhdl 3Rt &l 3rR1y ¥ fRAuifas U I S bt 5, A
TAd RIPb I WA B W T8 AT g1 St g1 Fared arag & ¢ fenfH e yRdaa
T B SITU 18 &Y SRESdl, TdheudT 3R WIHidl ! Holgd ®d g | T o, qufifg & fom
$ad ST YT e 8—qY 3AaTD ¢ 1 M §ed §Y, YR BT BRRYD G, TS 3R
TN -aTierd GioiRinT & o<1 &=A1 g1, difds a8 gHfed fovan o 9o o =ama 9 aa g1, sfewp
% =0 ¥ O gl fewTs <

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

TY: HRA § SITAT 9169 & IR | fAafafad s w faar a3

1. YRTg 167 SHfAfFaH & dgd SITT Wied &1 Jd Wied HTH1 S ] |

2. gate <grarer A fEw fear 6 Suau 70 T8 & 48 ©ef & HidR BRI faw TanT=ITeT (ThueTa)
¥ ugd 9 =g

3. gl o dlfchas 3id TP BRco! IAoReR DI T Y/l ST 3BT ST A1 |

4. TUE &b TR Had IufRYd I URIaR o1 g ST T1&T ST IR SXIER H Dl HTahdT Bl
gl

SIRIFd 8§ ¥ DI A1 T 62
a) Had 1 3R 2

b) %ad 2 3R 3

) Haq2, 3 3R 4

d) 1,2, 3 3R 4

31X b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

WY “HRd ! Uiy TR ifa Afde Rigial sik amagiRe i & s Tga a4 & U Ao B Bl
YT Bl 8 1" SRS d-Thferd T Joy & JgH # STaeTdd [Ayul HIT| (150 Words)
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Positioning India in an unruly world

n article, in Foreign Affairs, titled

“India’s Great Power Delusions - How

New Delhi’s Grand Strategy Thwarts Its

Grand Ambitions” (July/August 2025),
is creating a storm in the proverbial tea cup. The
article’s key point is that India had ‘delusions’ of
grandeur, and about becoming a Great Power,
and that this lacked substance. More to the point,
the article talks disparagingly about India, stating
that it stood nowhere in the race between China
and the United States, as far as the Great Power
sweepstakes are concerned.

Not unexpectedly, this has ruffled feathers, ata
time when India had begun to believe that it was
on the cusp of overcoming the ‘middle income
trap’ and emerging into the category of a Big
Power. This may be termed delusional by some,
but India’s belief in its future is not new and has
strong foundations. What may be faulted is the
writer’s premise that India and China are on the
cusp of a conflict, and that India would need the
United States’ assistance to counter Chinese
aggression. Both India and China are civilisational
powers, though they have adopted different paths
to progress. Neither country is, however, ready
for a round of conflict, notwithstanding the
existence of certain border issues between them.
However, given India’s experience in 1962 and
1971, when the U.S. went out of its way to remove
any doubts that India might have had about U.S.
support, the former is not looking for its aid in
any future conflict.

The tenor of this article would suggest that the
U.S. currently thinks that it can wield the big stick
of the “tariff war’ to compel India to fall in line
with its wishes. Lost in translation, however, is
that Donald Trump’s America is unable to
comprehend the fact that the more advanced
civilisations of the east, such as India and China,
are not thinking of war or conflict at this time.
Recent events and the meetings in Tianjin
confirm this, and further demonstrate that India
and China, along with Russia, constitute a strong
phalanx against those anxious to disrupt the
current world order — at least as far as Asia is
concerned.

A closer look at the India story

It may, nevertheless, be worth analysing whether
India’s Big Power ambitions are indeed out of
sync with reality. Also, whether it is wrong for
India to start believing that achieving Great Power
status is within reach. The first mistake made by
critics is that India has never made the claim that
it was about to overtake China in the near future.
Or that it was within striking distance of the U.S.
The worst that India can be accused of is to start
believing that it had indeed pulled well ahead of a
pack of nations that had started with similar
hopes, and that India had succeeded in
overcoming the ‘middle income trap’ — reaching
striking distance of their main objective.
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India’s belief in
its future is not
new and has
strong
foundations,
which the West
should
understand

The derisive tone adopted by the writer of the
article does seem to reflect an element of outrage
at India’s claims to progress. There is, however, a
great deal to be said in favour of India’s growth
story, and, even more so, in the manner in which
it has been achieved, in sharp contrast to that of
countries such as China.

The Americans cannot be faulted for not
reading or understanding history since this is not
in their DNA. But India’s spectacular
transformation, from a ‘famine affected’ nation,
through the Green Revolution, to becoming an
exporter of food grains is, perhaps, unrivalled in
the history of modern or even ancient times.
Economic progress, rather than accumulating
military strength, was the sine qua non of India’s
existence during its early years of independence,
and provided the backbone for future progress.
Butter before guns was the motto.

Nevertheless, and throughout this period,
India exercised a degree of moral authority — that
most countries including the U.S. have seldom
exercised — to emerge as a balancing factor in
international relations. This has few, if any, equals
in politics post the Second World War. It is India
that coined and propagated a new philosophy in
international relations, viz., the concept of Non
Alignment, at a time when the world was split
into two rival and conflicting orthodoxies; it
helped safeguard the identity and hopes of newer
nations post 1945, that did not wish to be aligned
with either of the two rival blocs headed by the
U.S. and Russia, respectively. India often acted as
an arbiter in conflicts at the time (such as the
Korean War in the 1950s), gaining international
acclaim.

In the eyes of the West

The U.S.-China ‘bromance’ in the 1970s —
achieved through the mesmerising diplomacy of
then U.S. Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, and
his friendship with China’s Deng Xiaoping —
which transformed the attitude of the U.S. and of
the West to China’s potential as a market, had the
effect of diminishing India’s importance in
western eyes, especially that of the U.S.
Simultaneously, India’s close friendship with
Russia proved to be an irritant, further cemented
with the signing of the India-Soviet Treaty of 1971.
The 1974 nuclear test in the Pokhran desert —
‘Buddha is Smiling’ — aggravated this situation
further.

The imperious tone of the Foreign Affairs
article betrays a lack of understanding about
India’s ability to manage contradictions of every
kind. India’s relations with the U.S. vastly
improved since the turn of the century, reaching
a high point following the India-U.S. Civil Nuclear
Agreement in 2008. But this happened even as
India-U.S. relations were still far from warm.
Many irritants remain, the most nagging of them
being India’s reliance on Russian weapons, and,

more recently, Russian oil, despite U.S.
opposition.

This is despite India having more than made
up for this by joining the Quad (Australia, India,
Japan, the U.S.). Managing contradictions is
among the key strengths that this country has
derived from its civilisational past, which is little
understood by countries in the West, specially
those in the far West such as the U.S. The
mandarins in the U.S. are, hence, unable to
comprehend how India and China, despite being
embroiled in a border dispute, can also be
friends, as evidenced during the recent Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit. Even
more confusing for the West is the ‘entente
cordiale’ between China, India and Russia, as
demonstrated on this occasion.

Technological superiority is the driver

What is truly delusional, however, is the failure of
the West to recognise the real impetus in world
affairs today, which stems from the ‘empires of
the mind’. In this respect, the U.S. today has far
fewer cards to deal. This is the age of the
‘cybernated generation” and the digital fortress is
being breached today by countries with evolved
civilisations such as China, India, Japan and
Vietnam.

Harvesting data is today the main weapon of
choice — and this is very different from employing
‘laser weapons’. Technological superiority is
leading to new digital colonies, and the U.S. can
at best, and only for now, claim a marginal
advantage over countries such as India. India’s
intrinsic capacity in this area, meanwhile, shows
strong and steady growth. Those like the writer of
the Foreign Affairs article, who scoff at India’s
strength may, hence, have to repent at leisure.

Rather than casting stones at India, the U.S.
and the West would do well to contemplate
whether their current lead in critical technologies
may soon prove illusory. As a new wave of
technology ‘geeks’ storm and overturn the
citadels of the past, and usher in a new world
order, this is a real possibility. The West would
also do well to realise that the ‘Sherpas’ that
dominate Silicon Valley today, are mainly of
Indian and Asian origin.

The U.S.’s lead of today is, thus, at best,
ephemeral. India, for its part, is betting on this
leap of faith as far as technologies of the future
are concerned, and the West would do well to
understand them rather than depend on
hackneyed themes of countries seeking U.S.
support to protect themselves. The sun may well
set on the U.S., and much earlier than it realises,
even as an India, steeped in the virtues of an
ancient civilisation and based on knowledge
derived from centuries of civilisational existence,
gains ground. Better positioning is more
important today rather than indulging in vague
COncerns.
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