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HoTeT el AP T ASIR TRE HAFTH (@A), 2005 P fAbRid HR - ASHIR SR SHreifaehT f7gH
o forg MRS @) f9® § Feaq & hx WHR HI UG HRd & A0 AR o § Th Agadqul
Ffed Seara &1 Ui 8| 98 [adg® SiftieR- s, AiT-Tarferd IsHR TRE ¥ WRBR & [AHRid URd
@2047 & TRDHIU & SIFY SMYf-TATfrd, SHTde- AR o1 & URTd BT Hobd ool |

New job guarantee plan to be supply-driven

Allocations will be capped and be determined by
the govt. based on ‘parameters’ not yet specified

The new Bill gives Centre greater control over
where and how the scheme is implemented

Bill allows pausing of scheme during peak
season to ‘facilitate availability of labour’

Sobhana K. Nair duced under the

NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment is set to intro-
duce the Viksit

Bharat — Guarantee For
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) Bill to re-
place the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment  Guarantee  Act
(MGNREGA), 2005 in the
Lok Sabha. The move will
mark a shift from a “de-
mand-driven framework”
to a “supply-driven
scheme”.

Under the new system,
allocations will be capped
within a fixed budget de-
termined by the Union go-
vernment based on “pa-
rameters” not yet
specified.  Employment
will be provided only in ru-
ral areas notified by the
Centre.

While the VB-G RAM G
Bill increases the number
of guaranteed workdays
from 100 to 125, it signifi-
cantly raises the financial
burden on States from the

Framework change

The government has circulated the VB-G RAM G Bill to MPs, framing it as legislation to ‘establish a
rural development framework aligned with the national vision of Viksit Bharat @2047"

Opposition parties raise
questions over new Bill

Shifts from MGNREGA
to VB-G RAM G Bill
= Rights-based
employment
guarantee » Supply-
driven employment
and livelihood scheme
= 100 days of wage
employment
<125 days

= Flexible budget
-+ Budget cap

= Year-round

» Seasonal pause
allowed

T

current 10% share to 40%
of total expenditure. The
government circulated the
Bill among MPs on Mon-
day, framing it as legisla-
tion to “establish a rural
development framework
aligned with the national
vision of Viksit Bharat
@2047”.

Under the MGNREGA,
the Centre was responsible
for 100% of the labour wag-

g faRiwany ofv ufivad=
Hiv-wafera & Smyfd-Hanferd Aisw $1 R Jgard

o TRRAT A AR R ISR B MR &, FoRH T Ul SR STaRgdhdl & YR IR 3HGS

o Ta1fatae &g gr1 Ruiia te fid goie & Hiar 3nde o1 diftrg s g, o2 sifffieR

o 9g 3 fafRry urdior &= o1 1Y sifAgferd sy Sigi g A darferd g, fored i &
fIaTRIeR 3R g fare waradar &4 8 s

es and 75% of the material
wages.

In practice, this translat-
ed to a 90:10 cost share
between the Centre and
the States. However, Sec-
tion 22(2) of the Bill says
“the fund-sharing pattern
between the Union govern-
ment and the State govern-
ments shall be 90:10 for
the north-eastern States,
Himalayan States/Union

T &1 et at

_ 90,

© 60

States:

10

Centre:

Fund share
MGNREGA

States:

40

Centre:

VB-G

*North-Eastern, Himalayan States,
. and J&K retain 90:10 ratio

Territories (Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, and
Jammu and Kashmir), and
60:40 for all other States
and Union Territories with
legislature”™.

While this increases the
financial burden on States,
the new Bill gives the
Centre greater control over
where and how the
scheme will be implement-
ed. Section 4(5) says: “The

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

The Opposition on
Monday raised questions
about the Bill that seeks to

financial burden on States
and dismantling the
rights-based architecture
of the law. “I don’t know
what problem they have
with Bapu’s name. They

replace the Mahatma wanted to finish it because
Gandhi National Rural it was a Congress scheme,”
Employment Guarantee Congress MP Saptagiri
Act, ranging from the Ulaka said.

rationale behind removing

the name of Mahatma FULL REPORT

Gandhi to increasing the » PAGE 4

Central government shall State but also decide

determine the State-wise
normative allocation for
each financial year, based
on objective parameters as
may be prescribed by the
Central government.” The
MGNREGA was demand-
based and allowed flexibili-
ty to increase the budget
based on need.

The Centre will not only
set the budget for each

where it will be spent. Sec-
tion 5(1) empowers the Un-
ion government to “notify
rural areas in a State”
where the scheme will be
implemented.

The new Bill allows for
pausing the programme
during peak agricultural
seasons to “facilitate avail-
ability of labour”. Techno-
logical interventions intro-

% U T ASAIR & ST Tac-1aa] HHIR g1 ol g |
QT §3MT HHIHIT
o Pz MY "TAF WRiflex F YR TR IAeT-IR 3H1de Fuiid B

ON INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

MGNREGA — such as mo-
bile app-based attendance,
Aadhaar-based payment
systems, and geotagging of
worksites — are now codi-
fied into law.

In its Statement of Ob-
jects and Reasons, the go-
vernment argues that the
MGNREGA needs to be re-
placed in view of the “sig-

nificant  socio-economic
transformation” in rural
India.

‘End of right to work’
Nikhil Dey, a founder
member of Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan and one
of the architects of the
MGNREGA, criticised the
move, calling it a retreat
from the rights-based fra-
mework enjoyed for two
decades. “The new legisla-
tion takes the country back
to allocation-based
schemes where the Centre
plays a bigger role and the
beneficiary has little say. It
also places impractical fi-
nancial burden on the
States,” Mr. Dey said.
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| UMiva | (& oo senvicss
Tl R fasfta o
o HEDHTR ISH & fTT ANTA-HIHGRT 60:40 (b: M) B Wl 5, STafch HA o o THTA
o z%og?n?ﬁf%q@muﬁquqswm%mmﬁw_m
YA Ted B Fehell ¢
®Td MR 3R Hraf-aa-T | uikad
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RCa ]

o Uie Y W & IR AISHT B A b UG BT ITT Wl & ferd YfFep! Bt Suaieserar
I B 8, AfhT ahe B A I GRM SMTIHT YREM B HHIR HR Th 5|

WeNre-Tenferd ma= &1 diedre<or

o SMYR-3NYRT YT, TU-3emla IufRfa iR e & sivenie w=u fear mr g, v
URE R # gUR g bl g |
o gdife, f&fea afgsmur & TR # A a1 g3 &, Wes var 4!, afgansit 3ik gup o for|

fafeard

STUPRI TR ST FATUT BT &RUT: SAID| BI I § (b [98TD BT SABR B! [JaB1eN Hedror
PHRIHH H gRafdd B NS IR Bt HAYTD HIGT BT FHAR BT g |

g fRaTe: a7 g Harg a0 SR I s aNTeH YeHR! Juale bl HHGR HR Jhdl ¢ |

S FTSIR TR YHTT: T ol & SR ASHIR B A6 SN 357 3ATYfel & urfiresar a1 &, A= mftor
The 3R STAarg & ACH! b SR YRET A & =Y T T D1 UHBT BI ToRSIETST B BT SR
gl g

IeHa® SAITRIT STAT: I8 YUR UEdT- 3R Hearul § dférd, foxita wu ¥ Fafa arensi &t
3R Fe 3! IS Ugi P! ST |

e

TRATad dtet-sit I @ f3dge amdior AR Hfa § e snewf seaa &1 ufafftia @ § - Sl
TRCT & AT Y JRIGADHRUN F AH YRS T U H TeTed Hedrul YIaH dob | Sidid SIS SR,
T&fdl 3R ST fAmrg dea & Iy WY S I A §, HFT-Taferd JASHIR 6T HHSR TS 3R
HoIHRUN T i SOt GRET, Xod &1 &dT 3R THIoI® FHT & a1 § RIdTd Ua St § 1 Iefd urHion
fdhT & oy, forafl it GUR oY T&rar ol SR & Hayd Rigid & 914 T SHf¥PR & &Y T Hferd ol
1R, foRe =0 ¥ U U srfoaeyr & ot ot +ft S Ahe ok e fawm  fifgd B
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

WY HIT-ferd | SMYfd-Hemferd SR ol § dedrd Jrasi=ie Hid & 69 Rigia o yuifad
B D T SATUH FUTGAT 82

(a) el
(b) IASTHINT HYATG
(c) HATUBRY SIBRI Bt BILAT Fac= 1
(d) Hferep frcbeiiepRur
3TiR: ¢)
UPSC Mains Practice Question

WY T 1 3Yfd-TATerd JHI0N JISAIR ST ¥ dGa-l YR & UDR-HURT HvdR! oid o
TR &1 Tciieh & | TRaTfad [ iid HRA-JSHIR 3R SHTeiifdent iR &1 TRt @) fadas & ded # 59
BYA DI SIS GHIE BT (250 eg)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS i | @ .Nsr.m]

CIVIL SERVICES

Page 01 & 06

GS 3 : Indian Economy / Prelims

YR & 963! &7 3R 1 TR | 8T & TGRS 3fidhg AUeHd SMRMETd! Seudhiiae amd e
TER U § | FdeR & AR °Ie H ool Ygpa-, Aoigd ATaRe Hafd 3fs 3 R, T 8 SoR Sdhadb!
o GYR o AT T Wl &, o1 o 31afies 91 9 Yagol ((Lauwmey) H uRafed gial ¢ | 91 8, 3 faer
3 GUR, STt Aefiemu iR ISR i faiicr ot fufa § =i UM oxd & Iy & fRRar @ik

IS dihd & IR | Y Tard 3314 5
|. TIR °TeT HUtS: W9 arad 3R fAfgard

geI fig Trade deficit falls to $6.6 bn. in Nov.

o

TR 7 =R we & ¥ due to merchandise export growth
YA 6.6 3RF SIeR o1 71, Sl
61% ¥ 31fereh 1 fiRTae %l N DL Recovery in goods exports %ﬁ}é&'{%ﬁ%%%%

[o) . " - Merchandise exports in November 2025 helped reduce India’s . o 1t
§_3E'I |'>-|€| |E | 1 55 A) W 74  Indias trade deficit plum trade deficit despite continuing global uncertainties This was also 10.7% higher

meted by more than 61% in than in October 2024.

\J ot :
ﬁ-%rq:r W TR:”- m November to $6.6 billion, 80" mm Exports ' The U.S. has been im-
%ﬁ 1 EI El due to strong growth in . Imports ‘ posing a 50% tariff on im-
merchandise exports and a 60 - ports from India since
3MAld 0.6% ddh Iﬂq\?ﬁ PoYs) ﬁ fall in merchandise im- (in USD bilion) August-end.

ports. Notably, India’s ex- 40 “...the November data
oc TdT| ports to the U.S. in Novem- 38.13 shows our trade relations
ber 2025 were higher than 20 with the U.S. are going on
d in October 2025, as well as well, and this is a positive

l:l ag |$ GI Qaﬂ-ché 1 94% W in November last year. o sign,” he said.
ﬁ%’qﬂ' (v} a Gn_ . ][Jata rFIEaSEd by the M(i:i Nov. 2024  Nov. 2025 MNov. 2024  Nowv. 2025 P lll\ge;“(;hfngg;? bi_ﬂ?por,ts
W Tl'q'l‘ nistry of Commerce an ell 1.9% to $62.7 billion in
38.1 ! Industry showed that total SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY  Noyember. These were
J J exports grew 15.5% to $74 17.6% lower than in Octob-
W (‘(Ql [*7) ﬁ —1dd ‘{ W \'S =’ d H billion in November, while  exports had fallen 11.8% in ~ Commerce Secretary Ra- er, when they had surged
total imports slid 0.6% to  October. jesh Agrawal said. “The due to gold imports. Gold
W %’ | $80.6 billion. The further “In terms of merchan- November data takes care  imports fell nearly 60% to

disaggregated data showed  dise exports, November ofthe worries that aroseaf- $4 billion in November
&lﬂﬁaﬂ- aﬂ- ﬁ-cﬁa- o %ﬁ-cﬁ ag that merchandise exports 2025 has seen the highest  ter the October data.” compared to the previous
50 A) grew 19.4% to $38.1 billion  exports out of any Novem- The data show that In-  year and by nearly 73%
E § ? in November. Merchandise  ber in the last 10 years,” dia’s exports to the US. compared to October.
ﬂE 1
T P mrd # ot ¥ RTge ome, ford srager 7 9fg g2 3R 3imTd fod # H1wpt St 3Mrs |

fa=awor

JYR U 35 d IR b Bl AT & S Holgd S1e<t A, oty &0 § smfer ¥, ok 1 S
TR-3MaH A H YUR gRT JART g

eI, b1 & Yite &1 U R smara-gdts anferd €, o fagrg &u & fafq-snenfva aed &
SO HHSR TR Hi7T &1 +ff Tovd < IHhaT B |

3= R & Faslg FARaR faia gfe gf+ier & & ufeef o1 ggma 3t 8, dfe1 afye Treumare &
fog FAReR SNReH T SiRae ST gan g |

Tarsft &1 fafd, gTaife gSars Scl &1 Bidhd el &, Aid THY A1 J1d § T R Yfiyest fumar
B8
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II. %H ITOR & S NUauh ey TdeR & sy
g foig

O

RIS} &R (GIHR) GTHR 4.7% Bl 7T, ST 340d & qI8
BRI

Y7 T HITIERY R (TATHHSHR) TR 55.8% B TS,
o R = ¥ Tt & gRT Tnferd g

ARl TAUHUISR & TR g g5, favy &0 9
YT YR H, S 39.7% d% Ugd TS|

A SEBT SUTd (SgUTSIR) T ATl UR gl
g, fora® ureior Afga ISR &1 UgE ITeH 5|

fa=awor

TR SRISFIRT & TTY-T1Y 9t TAUhUTSR forIy =g
T Trefior & o 9 & SR SIIRNUT BT GATd et 7 |
Afear yieRt & gfe S nfafafal, wRIsTR SR
TSI BT & GHIT BT ST 8, Afb JSTIR P
TUTET 3R SRR & R | 4} fRidr dar el 21
e 9 Ahdd BT B I [RUR & §U R, Sl SR
A GUR B1 3R IRT R &, fafafor 3R Jarsii &
1y 3eft I Ao [ERT ASHIR T ST el Bl
gl

At 3R SeudIiad HRS SiRE T J JUR &
AT HR JHhd §, 9T TRAT H JaT sRa- &)
Al il g

Yo A ey

o

Y H IUR 3R 99 21 APy iR Ie R & faw
JHRIAD Tbdl b iy 3fcTdblicld Aud 3Mid

fRRAT H71dPd S B

gTalfe, S ugfaal § WIS daraf-al
forafd geeiq afye wim, 2R 3R y-Ioifae sfRfddarsi & ufy JaeT=ha war gl
RISATR AT UTHOT 3R SRS &3 B Hfad €, S SdTadhdT 3R 31 YRET & el B! ITd
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Unemployment
rate dips to 4.7% in
November: PLFS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The unemployment rate
(UR) among people aged 15
years and above declined
to 4.7% in November, the
lowest level since April,
when it stood at 5.1%, ac-
cording to the Periodic La-
bour Force Survey (PLFS)
report for November re-
leased on Monday.

The PLFS, conducted by
the National Statistical Of-
fice (NSO) of the Ministry
of Statistics & Programme
Implementation (MoSPI),
stated that the overall La-
bour Force Participation
Rate (LFPR) increased to
55.8% in November, the
highest level recorded
since April.

According to a MoSPI
statement based on the
PLFS report, the rise in
LFPR was primarily driven
by rural areas, where it in-
creased to 58.6% in No-
vember from 58% in April.

On a month-on-month
basis, the rural LFPR rose
from 57.8% in October,
while the urban LFPR de-
creased marginally from
50.5% to 50.4%.

Overall, the female
LFPR showed a steady rise
from June 2025 to Novem-
ber 2025, the MoSPI said.

“It increased from 32%

gl

The overall LFPR
increased to 55.8% in
November, the
highest since April,
the survey found

to 35.1% during this period,
driven mainly by higher la-
bour force participation in
rural areas, while urban fe-
male LFPR remained rela-
tively stable. Rural female
LFPR recorded a consis-
tent upward movement,
rising from 35.2% in June
2025 to 39.7% in November
2025, it added.

The Worker Population
Ratio (WPR) for persons
aged 15 years and above in
rural areas increased from
55.4% in April 2025 to
56.3% in November 2025,
while the overall WPR rose
from 52.8% to 53.2%.

“Urban WPR remained
largely stable. Notably, ru-
ral female WPR improved
from 36.8% in April 2025 to
38.4% in November 2025,
driving the rise in overall
female WPR from 32.5% to
33.4% over this period,”
the Centre said.

The NSO surveyed
3,73,229 people for the
PLFS. 2,13,337 from rural
and 1,59,892 from urban
areas were surveyed in this
round.

o STT IH AH B et e # ggom & forw fFafa fafadie=u, o ufomufeedr ok

TUTEITYU ISR Joid & Hed DI @ifdhd Bl g |
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TR & 3ichg dTe<! qaTal # HHT 3R 47 TOIR & IROUTH & GUR &1 3R SRT A &, o (Haid § deard-
3R S AR YUR B! a=11d1 g | TR 1, 37 vghrdt o RURAT e HiT 1 Aolgd H3, 3o Jod & Haid
DI TTaT 31 3R IdTeH, TR AR TaT R [k Bl & - faw =0 T e &sf 7| WRd &
HegH 3fafd & fasr gy & forg, AR ufaeayfererdr iR 4™ SR &1 I[urax § IS aTenst &l g2
FR & [T T By B gedrs URI ¥ 3(F Je-1 a1y

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

wy : e afafea § @ o 91 99 a1 94qra1 @ fo 91 & smara # fRTae ¥ YRd & q 91UR 91e
H BTH! HH I 3T Bl §?

(a) TIFT T TR-3HTIRTH 3T & o = o=l g1 og giar @
(b) T & 3T | Ude T J AR § g St @
() A &} VT T TR P 3fcid B ol &

(d) Tauf 3rard &1 faadiyor I @R § uef fae=f Faw & dregw § fosan orar @
31X : (c)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

WY : BT & UINAUh Y Sl I Udl geidl § fob aRISHIRT &R § PRI o HIY-T1Y 48 9 Bt UFiGR! § gig
g3 §, T e Afgarsii T 39 Ughy &1 fazayur &1 3R HRd H AR ST o & Jaferd gAifaal
R T PR
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YR ! IGa o [T TRHTY] ST BT Fdd alg R I (SHANTI) f[a8ids, 2025 T RS YR & URATY]
STl XM H T 99 JGdrd &I Ui g | TRATY] Solf ST, 1962 3R A1fie g &ffd & fie e/ aiiia
g SiffTm, 2010 o UfaRAT HRA BT URATd B, fAVgH WA SHolf &F HI fFoh siv faeh
HIeRY & o Wiam &1 T T ¢ | T8 HeH YR & WD Soll WehHUT, Soll JRET 3R 2070 6 -
R Soi U $HR & SIUdIad dedl & T g

SHANTI Bill to allow private sector
to make, run nuclear power plants

Jacob Koshy
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The Centre introduced in
the Lok Sabha on Monday
the SHANTI Bill that aims
to incentivise private sector
participation, both Indian
and foreign, into nuclear
power production. It does
this by replacing India’s ex-
isting laws — the Atomic
Energy Act, 1962, and the
Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage (CLND) Act, 2010,
— with the Sustainable Har-
nessing and Advancement
of Nuclear energy for
Transforming India (SHAN-
TD Bill, 2025.

The latter creates an
atomic energy regulatory
structure that is answera-
ble to Parliament, removes
the Nuclear Power Corpo-

ration of India’s monopoly
over operating nuclear
plants, and restricts the in-
stances under which nu-
clear power plant opera-
tors can claim
compensation from sup-
pliers of equipment in case
of an accident. Simultane-
ously, it also buffers opera-
tors by introducing limits
on the extent of their liabil-
ity, in case of violating the
laws under the Act, based
on the size of the plants
they operate, and limits the
maximum penalty on them
to 31 crore even in the case
of a “severe breach”.

“The Bill proposes a re-
vised and pragmatic civil
liability framework for nu-
clear damage, confers stat-
utory status on the Atomic
Energy Regulatory Board
(AERB), and strengthens

Trifa fadas & wgE yray™

YT & &1 el urfiert & fore @i
TR S0l GO & GaTa H G(GaaR UlaR HIRURKM 1 f$ar fafies @ dRiiemua)

mechanisms related to sa-
fety, security, safeguards,
quality assurance and
emergency preparedness,”
a statement by the Union
Ministry of Science and
Technology said. Jitendra
Singh, Minister of State for
Science and Technology,
introduced the Bill.

Privatising the nuclear
power sector, which cur-
rently makes up 1.5% of In-
dia’s installed power capac-
ityy, and 3% of the
electricity produced, has
been on the government’s
agenda in recent years to
boost clean energy produc-
tion, improve grid stability,
and move towards its 2070
net-zero (zero net-carbon
emissions) targets.

This includes scaling-up
installed nuclear power to
100 GW, up from the cur-

BT THIYBR AT BT g |
e & i WRdg R el Fish Sufdl @) wem gRium ifta &3 @R
TTferd R 1 A ST B

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
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rent 8.8 GW, by 2047; a
320,000 crore mission
launched in the Union Bud-
get this year to develop
‘small modular reactors’;
and a slew of customised
220 MW pressurised heavy
water reactors.

“The Bill gives hope for
large-scale innovation in
nuclear technology
through amendments in
patent laws, aligns with glo-
bal liability conventions,
and proposes the expan-
sion of nuclear energy pro-
jects through private sector
participation. Any explana-
tion regarding the CNLD
Act of 2010 seemed inadeq-
uate to foreign and domes-
tic suppliers and vendors,”
M.P. Ram Mohan, Profes-
sor, Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Ahmedabad, told
The Hindu.
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Hfera g i
o TH AP "AGGING" ANTRG URHTY] ST IR U FHRell ¢ |
o SHTIRER USRI SMYfddmarsll T Yafas! & AT B HI T BT W BT 5|
o TR IceeH & AmHal § Ht TRl & AT 1 RIS ST HT AT ST T 8, Fored e
& MHR Y o ¢adl ¢ |
o fac=h smgfdemalsl ot da IHg ¥ =l of G ”KiaT B R FRd §U Iy WA GiRfi@
T & 1Y HRd & & B! 31 Apear A shsar gl

fafau= 3k SraTacd! &1 aviga Hn

o TRHY Sl e dI8 (TS3RE) P Wifdfee gl UeH &l |
o TTam® T & I9E & Ufd SaTaGg ST 5, TRGHRIAT 3R AddiAe® MR & Serdl ¢ |
o TR&T, TR&M, JREM U, ATUTAHICH qanRal 3R OraT HTYTR R SR <l g

TRUTY] fIwR 3R FarER & g aud=

o T8 2047 I URHTY] &1 HI 8.8 THMTGTe F 100 TNMETE 0 TG & HRA & AT Bl IR T 5|

o 20,000 TS & Y HisTeR Nuger (@UUASIR) R 3R Wzl fiuassygam &1 aArdt St
Ugal ol gAY e gl

o Udc q Yaftra vrauml # gedrd Ifd AR 3R Mefiiet e & fenfld R |

e oM fAfgard

Solt Uftae=T 3R Tearg @&d: TRATY] 3ol fayT-1g duars fasTell Tem ol § 3R TdismRulig S
& TPHIHRU BT THYT TR Tl 7, o URd &1 Y- Wiaagd & Jerad fierdt 8|

o= ok WenfIet ugwr: v guria Saar soawt fadef fawr sik 39 Ruder wiefiferal & sefia
B Gl § off Ugd WauAS! fam grRT a1fdd o

T 3R AT e RiaTd: te Yaeaeia e & foft urfierd o ofe fHame emar, gRen e sik
TrdoiHe SaTdeg! & 9R & JaTd SoTd! g |

TR MR Ardeif- fayry: safes [Gtas JRmTa [AfFge & A99d Rl §, <adl 9T 3R HH
3Mgfderdl STaTaeg! geensit & A H gate AR 3R gamas & IR § i Ut o gt & |

e

Tifd fadae®s, 2025 T IsT-TY@ aTel TRATY &3 ¥ 3fH IR 3R Faw-3red e # te fFRurfaes Hifama
JEATd BT UAFTIE BT 5| TS T/ AOIG HaTHd FRIGOT 3R THSIAT A HR aTel YRET AFD] & 1 AN
forgT ST B, O I8 YR B! WS Soll &l 3R dh-1a! &marsll &) Agaquf U § §¢1 Tahdl g1 gTdifes,
rdSe YR&f, TaiaRoy forfeRt 3R Sarecs! & ary st yrfiert &1 dqfera &1 a8 gAfd &1 &
fore Hewyut grm fob oA Suif R & ey SiR Saarg Ieeat # wdt U § g <ot 3
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

wy: rifd fata®, 2025 & e |, Fufafad = «R iR st

1. T8 TRHTY SHoi AT, 1962 SR WA &fd & forg Al a1 sififem, 2010 ST &1 gfaufid
AT Il B

2. I8 TRHTY] Sl G431 & Fara | faaoR UlaR HRURTH 3% sfear fafies (NPCIL) & THIRER &I
KGRI

3. g8 TR IRATY] geleral o AHe H TRUTY] YO HaTad! & forg St alfid UeH ordl g

4. 98 TRYY] ol Fame s (@ssR) & durfe g ar |

STdad ST § A B 91 9L 82

(a) HId 1, 2 3R 4
(b) Pad 1, 3 3R 4
(c) Pad 2 3R 3
(d) 1,2, 3 3R 4
33N : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: A (98P, 2025 & d8d SR URAN] G HaRIT H Udlidd YRl ol A=yl H< | T giRac-
HRA T URATY] YR, TaraR 3R fae=ht o & $9 uHIfad R I&hd 82 (150 Teq)
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TR T I 3R g1 ST (ACLED) &1 Ad-ad RUIe 2025 H Iy TRemm Bt Teb WY GEIR Tdd Bl
g, oo ua e § fob gfam 'R # B8 § I @Y Ue fad oS o 90d | ST § | ATy 831 fferm
AN (A SATETE BT TTHT 10%) THTIT 819 & T1Y, Feps THHTCH TJast Si dtgdt, Wfaes TR 3R
gedd IRT B ¥@ifhd HRA §, S fadw 9 F AT & RAarw dgdt & sk sy sif¥arsit &t aedt

yriler) @ Rifga 81

One in six people exposed to conflict worldwide in 2025

ACLED's latest report indicates that civilians do not just face more violence, but more state violence this year

| DATA POINT |

The Hindu Data Team

ccording to a new report
A from the Armed Conflict

Location and Event Data
(ACLED), an estimated 831 million
people, or 10% of the world’s pop-
ulation, were exposed to conflict
this year. That means roughly, one
in six people globally were ex-
posed to conflict in 2025.

The report says that conflict was
characterised by less restraint and
increasing violence targeting civi-
lians. That is, armed actors around
the globe were more likely to use
force and disregard the conse-
quences that came with it. Not on-
ly did the number of conflicts in-
crease, but also, nearly three out
of four such events directly in-
volved state forces.

ACLED has recorded nearly 2
lakh violent events worldwide this
year — nearly twice the number of
events recorded just four years
ago. A region-wise analysis shows
that Europe recorded the greatest
increase in violence, largely driven
by the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
which has affected the highest
number of people since the inva-
sion in 2022. While conflicts per-
sisted in West Asia, the end of Sy-
ria’s civil war and a series of
ceasefires in Lebanon and Gaza
decreased the number of violent
events significantly (Chart 1).
Compared to 2024, there was 48%
decrease in violent conflicts in the
region. Also, the decreases in air
campaigns by Israel and Tiirkiye in
Lebanon and Iraq, respectively,
drove a 17% drop in aerial warfare
globally compared to 2024,

Global trends indicate that civi-
lians now do not just face more
violence, but they also face more
state violence. More than 56,000
incidents of violence directed at ci-
vilians were recorded in 2025. This
is the highest in the last five years.

Government forces were in-
volved in 74% of violent events
worldwide in 2025. Chart 2 shows

the share of violence by state ac-
tors in all recorded violent events
since 2020.

Data show that state-led vio-
lence targeting civilians has in-
creased since 2020. Where state
forces were responsible for 20% of
global violence directed towards
civilians in 2020, they now make
up 35% of such events.

While Israel and Russia were
collectively responsible for about
90% of violent incidents that tar-
geted civilians outside their bor-
ders, the Myanmar military ac-
counted for nearly a third of
violence committed by state forces
against its civilians this year.

However, in terms of fatalities,
about 60% were due to the actions
of non-state armed groups and
mobs. The Rapid Support Forces
(RSF), Sudan’s paramilitary group
locked in a years-long conflict with
the Sudanese army, killed more
than 4,200 civilians in attacks till
November this year. This is much
higher than any other non-state
armed group (Chart 3).

This figure makes up about 11%
of all recorded fatalities caused by
non-state armed groups and is
likely to be a severe undercount.
The Allied Democratic Forces, an
armed group of former Ugandan
rebels which has pledged alle-
giance to the Islamic State, was res-
ponsible for at least 1,370 reported
civilian fatalities. The March 23
Movement (M23) is one of 120 in-
surgent groups active in the same
conflict, and was responsible for
more than 1,100 civilian deaths.

The report also highlights that
the repurposing of readily accessi-
ble commercial drones as wea-
pons in recent conflicts reflects
changes in contemporary warfare.
Data show that 469 non-state
armed groups have deployed
drones at least once in the past five
years. This is a 14% rise compared
to last year (Chart 4). ACLED says
this indicates that non-state armed
groups are either able to access
technology previously reserved for
states or adapt and use minimal re-
sources to expand their arsenal.

Tracking conflict

The data for the charts were sourced from ACLED’s report ‘What's driving conflict today? , published on December 11, 2025.
The report was authored by ACLED’s Head of Analysis Andrea Carboni and Associate Analysis Coordinator Ciro Murillo

Chart 1: Region-wise
number of violent events
recorded since 2020

The greatest increase in
violence was recorded in
Europe due to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, which
began in 2022
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Chart 2: Share of violence
state and non-state forces
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Chart 3: Civilians killed by
non-state armed groups in 2025

Chart 4: Cumulative number of non-state
actors deploying drone strikes
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7= s Sik T3
Tay &1 AHMT 3R diedn

o ACLED 7 2025 H TRTHTT 2 IRd fggep TeTd oot &b, off IR Tl Ugel & 718 AT J STHIT
AN B, o 3y ifRReT § O gf &1 T At B

o WRUH T ¥ Ia9 98! i T TR, S T T ¥ dd 9T dF TI-Ggh1 9oy 4 URd
g, fo9% =mue &g Sik afYye ufvomy SRt ||

&g fafaeame

o Ui TR # 48 &t ga1 H f&9® gesll # 2024% &1 fiRIge <t 718, S1if¥e &9 ¥
TR & oG & FHIGT SR AT SR TS § JSfaRH & HRUT|

o ZoRMA R I & gaTs A H HH 7 9fY® a5 IS H 17% HI IR1Ge § IReH
faam, o 2far § for Y Iorifae Fofg 3R gefarm o & digdr & Aeagf =0 3
5 AHd ¢ |

31 & g et e A gfS

o TYUr @ grearge foan T Ue Ayl aedrd Xy §al @ Sl Y{HHT §, S 2025 H df¥®
TR R 74% fg9d ge1si 4 2nfea 31
o ANR®I & RIaTs Isg & tftFarsit gr fean # aoft ¥ 9fS g3 © - 2020 # AFRe-afea
fg % 20% ¥ 2025 H 35% I, TdTeIca!, AMATYBRI SR ARSI I HTH & UTei
& IR H 7R fiamt 76 78 €|
ARTR® YUTT SR TR-I4 Sif=ar

o AR & R & &t 56,000 F 31 T gof 1 T2, S Ui auf § Tad 31 g

o BIaifeh IT & AT ool I AT BT 8 §, TR-IoT TR THG! H T 60% RTINS
Ard g g

o YSH & AUS U HIRIST (RTHTW), TARE SHIhCH Has 3R TH23 S TG §oIR|
TR BT Wi & oy foeR &, S AR Aod WIS Bt Tgdl 3R SMBIHT & TS
fexal & de IHy d® 9o Siialke Yos & YW@ifdd &d gl

g o 9gad! Upfa: Mt 3k g

o RurE & aiftifious SH & IREBIU R U1 STat 147 &, Forw e ura asf & 469 TR-I=
IR THg1 A 3H aH1d fhT § - fUsa 9 & a1 & 14% &1 IS |

o T8 I MRSt & ADHAHRYI, URSHd g & foIT Ua=r st o1 w7 & 3R IUdTg 3R
RIS Gren ufaforarstt & Sfed a7 $ g 3|
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A 3R A daeht gHifaar: gedl TR garsd! 3R e & Ag@ aral fedl JAFdR gonferdl W)
19 STl & 3R g T H AU & HH Hal 5

SR S 3R STaTaee): TRep-afaid f6a H Isul &1 sgd! YfHeDT JARIPY A BT D
d8d SaTsee! b HSlel 7 Y g &t 1

AP JR&M aRgPar: I SRl HH AN aTell 9 TeNffeal TR & 1T srerae 3fiye Ardet sk
o giER-fa=ur ofR fafa-fafae g @1 smaxgsdr gt 3|

YR & 1T uRifirear, 4Rd & for, 37 ugfwat &1 facwr ifq, wifa o, sidearg &1 garear 3R
Fraw-euTRd SiaRTSTa suaw1 1 gebTerd IR UHIG USdl 5|

e

ACLED RRUIE 39 STd &1 Y@ifard ®Rdl § fb 2025 T 3 TuS 7 wad % e ¢, e S1fdd o off
2, Forad ATies ol | ey eil 3R TR-Ie0 JIRd TG & o9 1hF IR &1 T P e arell g1 &1 33y
3R H St I MEfIfod! &1 TR g &1 Udbid | T8 uRad &1 ddd odl ¢ | 39 gAiadl § e &
fore U Rk @ SR ita gga, AR & 7T Fefgd YR o 3R dfie e § YR i Sl § diid
JHRA TN URERT W gHTat &1 9 ufdfesar & o1 9 |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: JUNl I 50 DI YFIGR! 9G4 & d1av]g T1R-I5T IR G4g ARG Hidl H Wd IiTeHddi o+ gC ¢ |
T YT & HRUN SR YRUTH HT fa=ewor S (150 sq)
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YFAH S Wit & Wil 3 Sifde Jumierdl & THe 3R 8RB &1 AFadl &) &l H S gia
@1 g1 STafd 3 famrl ¥ Wy JaT, HiY 3R I & oy 3rafeies ard g, 3 st 3R TR ifimansi

GRT A Tolel & g geUdNT & SiRgd & Ui SeTd §1 39 e &, I8 9a1d o 1 URd &I S0
Id RET IUT DI I B B SMAAH g, [IRY U ¥ Sifadh gRART, AEMIRal iR HiY-sfideware W)
afYyes feidref &1 X g, T8 RR ¥ drahifeidsdT U g8 g

Does India need to upgrade

its biosecurity measures?

What is the Biological Weapons Convention? Are non-state actors also pursuing biological tools?

Shambhavi Naik

The story so far:

ew age biotechnologies endow
powers to understand biology
better and, consequently,

harness biological agents to
target humans. Thus, biosecurity
measures need to be upgraded.

‘What is biosecurity?

Biosecurity refers to the set of practices
and systems designed to deter the
intentional misuse of biological agents,
toxins or technologies. In other words, it
covers everything from safeguarding labs
handling dangerous pathogens, to
detecting and containing an intentional
outbreak of a pathogen. Biosecurity is not
only about protecting human health from
pathogens, but extends to agricultural
and animal health too. Biosecurity differs
slightly from biosafety, which is a set of
practices meant to prevent the accidental

leakage of pathogens. A robust biosafety
protocol feeds into biosecurity.

After a few instances of bioweapons
development, the Biological Weapons
Convention came into existence in 1975. It
became the first international treaty that
not only prohibited the use and
development of biological weapons of
mass destruction, but also asked its
signatories to destroy existing stockpiles.

‘Why does India need biosecurity?
India’s geography and ecology make it
vulnerable to cross-border bio-risks.
India’s dependence on agriculture and
large population makes the threat more
dangerous. While India has not had any
explicitly known biosecurity attack, there
have been reports of the alleged
preparation of the toxin Ricin (derived
from castor oil) for potential use in a
terror attack. This incident underscores
how non-state actors are pursuing
biological tools, reinforcing the urgency

of robust biosecurity. Further, the rapid
spread of biotechnologies have endowed
humans with increased control over
biology, increasing the chances of
malicious actors experimenting with
bioweapons development.

The Department of Biotechnology
oversees research governance and safety
frameworks for labs. The National Centre
for Disease Control manages outbreak
surveillance and response. The
Department of Animal Husbandry and
Dairying monitors livestock biosecurity
and transboundary diseases. The Plant
Quarantine Organisation of India
regulates agricultural imports and
exports. India's biosafety and biosecurity
laws include the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986, which governs
hazardous microorganisms and
genetically modified organisms (GMOs),
and the Weapons of Mass Destruction and
their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of
Unlawful Activities) Act, 2005, which

oIg JR&T 3R Afdw IR H4 (BWC) Ft FHSHT
o o TR e, gt 3R TRINTA o7 BT Wafiid Bl § S Sifdd Toic!, fauad gerif ar urenfiifeal

criminalises biological weapons. India has
also developed Biosafety Rules (1989) and
specific guidelines were released in 2017
for the purposes of Recombinant DNA
Research and Biocontainment. The
National Disaster Management Authority
has a detailed guideline on the
management of biological disasters.

India is also part of international
platforms that emphasise biosecurity,
such as the Biological Weapons
Convention and Australia Group.

Although India has multiple agencies
engaged in bio-risk reduction, lab
regulation, public-health surveillance,
agriculture protection, a unified national
biosecurity framework is still evolving.
India is currently ranked 66 on the Global
Health Security Index, and while its score
for detecting biothreats has increased, its
score for being able to effectively respond
to threats has reduced.

What are the risks ahead?
The risk of an inadequate biosecurity
apparatus is profound. It jeopardises the
lives of billions of Indians. It is therefore
necessary that a national biosecurity
framework that coordinates actions
across various government agencies is
developed. Such a framework would also
be able to identify infrastructure and
capability gaps that need to be addressed.
Shambhavi Naik is chairperson,
Takshashila Institution’s Health & Life
Sciences Policy

THE GIST

A4

Biosecurity refers to the set of
practices and systems designed
to deter the intentional misuse
of biological agents, toxins or
technologies.

v

India’s geography and ecology
make it vulnerable to
cross-border bio-risks. India’s
dependence on agriculture and
large population makes the
threat more dangerous.

v

The risk of an inadequate
biosecurity apparatus is
profound. It jeopardises the lives
of billions of Indians.

F THIIHR GOTANT B A & e o fpu mu g1 9 warm=mensii & QRI&d ST, aex
IUANT aTet S &1 fafafia w1, gl o1 e udt e iR wdt ufaferar & wnfie €1 a8

oG R&T D! 1 H AU §, S IS 1 HTH b KT8 &l A W Hiad g
o Wfdw R T (1975) IHfed o & SRR &t U T 90t WR ufdser T arelt gget
Jgueta FREdeR0 WY g1 78 Sfdw ok fade gRER & fasm, IdTeH, HeRUN 3R SUaNT IR

gfdses T 8 3R HISET HSR & I8 $HA o1 ST &l § | HRd Tdh gxleRabd! § 3R I AAR
H-a3H BT gAY fora B, gratifes diesgdl H U Holgd T oFf &1 34T g, Sl U W Ay

fefar &1 g8 B

e JR&T YRT & g =Y Tyl &
o G YRET TR & Ul HRA BT FaeA=Nad Bs HRDI I 3G gl o

WimMfee ok wifRifae sifam: ddl ok sRerT T, fafay wifufas da ok 3= S—Ee od
1 UR Sifdes SIRGAT & ufa Gae=iied g g
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HY fARar: waat ar ogeA R fad off Sfaew sua & farmrert sfdfes oik wrgr-gRem uloms g8 gad
gl

TR-Is4 AT ymat: RRF SR fawrad uerif & SuanT & T &1 RUIE Sddbard! Tg! gRT oiiad
JUBRU & I TART B B FHIGT BT ISR Bl 7 |

doil & FrIeE TER: Tt R gau oI Menfiifesal guiaTgul JanT & fore o=t aremst & HH ot
gl

o BT URd & fdt fAfEa Sifae gua &1 AT 78t 31 UsT §, Afds 39 Sifadl o1 IR qurs
D! JBIUS P T SATTRID T g |

el ERINT 3R ST e
o YRJ A UH IR dfcr] Wied g JR&f WA f[awmRd &1 &:
g Wit faumT (Gedh): Sa gRam 3R ™ R &1 38RE BT ¢ |
ST T = g (TSI A7 FATRET SR gty ufafshar & foe R |

o UUIEH 3R ST AU U[eH e 3R WHIR T &1 AR HRa1 8
o YR HI UIGY WRIY TS HIY Td 3R Fafd ! Fafd sxar g

TG ST SUSHRN § e 3

TATeRUT (FRET) ST, 1986 — WaRATH GeHsial AR SteAst &1 fafaem|
oId R& T, 1989 3R G: Woid SeT fa=mAder 20171

WMD 3{ffaH, 2005 - Sifdd SR[ART &1 sRTeRERUT|

Sifae 3Tuel geeE IR Te ey fermew

AR TR W, YR sTSecgdl 3R ATEferT Tog & HF adl 8, S SUUR & Ufd 3o Ufdagan
&1 g1l 5

RIS 3R IHA Sif@H

o B3 TOIRE! SR B! P JIacle, YRA H TP ThHIpd AP oid Y& 61 BT UG § Sl Gaeid
TR, HiV, TeT, GhAT 3R S U &) Th1dhd Hdl & | T8 fa¥s vy 3R ool 3 ufafsmar
& guIfad Har g

o T8 HHOIN! AP WG YR&f Yadhic H HRA B 660 RIM W g, Sg1 IdT T PI &l & guR
gfaforar pHTaRiierd & ged R & faudia 31 srafa durt § farieit ufkom 8 ged 8 od §3
M WR gded g1, 3ATid e MR ST & fAY™ HT &R01 id |

o O O O O
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3T &t I8

o WY 3ftR-Toil §H-9Y & 1Y Ueb AU AP oid YR&M Gl 1 FHiv|
o I AR, BRRYS TR fagm iR @fva ufafdsar yonferdt &1 Hoied &=

TRINTRITAT R&M & GIgx SUINT aTel SFJHeT 3R & Fafor &1 fafaes|
frescgdl & ded SIaRiP Jgai s, foraH Jamu = &1 gebrerd i 2 3|

TH O g § gt ofid faq &) STt O SRR S S 9ehdl § Jifh 39! YN Heditl o fod faar
ST Tl B, A TR AT YR & U G I & &0 B IUH §1 YR & forw, S gRem Iurdt &t 3o
AT Dhael b Hldul-ob WA AR 81 &, dfeeh Teb I0HIfdp Sagehdl & | Uob JH-dd, giaxl g
SId R T A RId Sifad WeR| & A= HTd SitaH, W GRaf 3R i fRRA &1 qRe & e Hgayut

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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The right moment to boost India-Ethiopia ties

million (2024) and as one of Africa’s

fastest-growing economies, is of growing
strategic and economic interest to major
partners, including India. Its substantial
manufacturing base, large domestic market, and
geographic position in the Horn of Africa make it
one of the continent’s pivotal states.

Despite internal challenges, Ethiopia continues
to be viewed as a regional anchor of stability with
an effective military, and a central role in the
evolving politics of a subregion marked by
conflict. It is also the headquarters of the African
Union and a potential renewable-energy
powerhouse, especially in hydropower,
positioning it to become an important regional
energy exporter.

Although landlocked, Ethiopia has
traditionally relied on Djibouti for access to the
Red Sea. Recent efforts to diversify access
through Somaliland and Eritrea underline its
desire to secure strategic autonomy in trade and
logistics. Politically, the country is emerging from
the traumas of civil conflict and is attempting to
build a new national consensus. This
regeneration provides an important window for
enhancing India-Ethiopia engagement across
multiple domains.

E thiopia, with a population of around 109

Deep ties with India
India’s relationship with Ethiopia has deep and
long-standing roots. For more than a century,
Indian teachers and university professors have
formed the backbone of Ethiopia’s education
system, shaping generations of students and
earning enormous respect. Although the number
of Indian teachers has declined, Ethiopia’s
interest in educational collaboration remains
high. Ethiopia was the pilot country for the
Pan-African e-Network project in 2007 and has
maintained long-term cooperation with IIT Delhi
for tele-education, demonstrating strong
receptivity to modern educational technologies.

Today, Ethiopia sends one of the highest
numbers of African students to India, often
through government-funded programmes.
Remarkably, it has the largest number of PhD
students from Africa studying in India. Ethiopia
also successfully used graduates from the
Pan-African e-Network’s Master’s programmes to
help staff newly opened universities and
academic departments.

Expanding this education partnership —
through digital learning, vocational training,
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university linkages and new scholarship
frameworks — remains one of the most promising
avenues for bilateral cooperation.

Investment and defence cooperation

Indian investment in Ethiopia is another pillar of
the partnership. Indian businesses first ventured
into Ethiopia in the 1950s, but the real surge
came after India extended major lines of credit
beginning in 2006. These catalysed a wave of
private investment that surpassed $4 billion.
Ethiopian leaders continue to acknowledge the
positive developmental impact of Indian
investors, particularly at a time when
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
conditionalities require the country to mobilise
new capital. While earlier investments focused
heavily on agriculture, many investors withdrew
due to taxation and operational issues.

Today, the most promising opportunities lie in
mining — especially gold, critical minerals, and
rare earth elements — which is an area where
Ethiopia has vast but underexplored potential.
The Indian Embassy’s recent comprehensive
mining survey identifies key opportunities while
noting regulatory, infrastructural, and logistics
constraints that must be addressed. If India can
work with Ethiopia to commission and operate
selected mines, this could help secure supplies
for India’s fast-growing renewable energy,
battery, and semiconductor sectors. Mining
cooperation could become a core element of a
strategic economic partnership.

Defence cooperation is another promising
frontier. Ethiopia was one of the first foreign
countries to receive Indian military assistance,
beginning with the establishment of the Harar
Military Academy in 1956. Since 2009, Indian
defence teams have supported the training of
Ethiopian forces. After years of demanding
internal deployments and operations in Somalia,
the Ethiopian military requires fresh training and
modern equipment to replace aging Soviet-era
systems. India, with its competitively priced and
battle-tested platforms, is well placed to become
a key supplier.

A new MoU on defence cooperation and the
first meeting of the Joint Defence Cooperation
Committee held this year provide an institutional
framework for expanding training, capacity
building, and defence exports. Ethiopia, which
has responsibly repaid earlier Indian lines of
credit under the Indian Development and
Economic Assistance Scheme (IDEAS)

programme, could be considered for new
defence-related lines of credit within IMF
guidelines.

Potential for a new phase
As both countries enter new phases of
development, and with Ethiopia now a member
of BRICS, the moment is ripe to redefine the
partnership. Ethiopian officials repeatedly
express strong interest in attracting Indian
investment, especially in pharmaceuticals,
agro-processing, light manufacturing and mining.
India could help by updating bilateral
agreements such as the Double Taxation
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) and the Bilateral
Investment Treaty to support private-sector
engagement. Ethiopia, in turn, needs to address
long-standing investor concerns related to foreign
exchange availability, taxation, approvals, and
consistency of regulations. The 2,500-strong and
influential Indian diaspora, represented through
the India Business Forum, continues to highlight
foreign exchange accessibility as a key bottleneck.
At the multilateral level, expanding
cooperation through BRICS, G-20 platforms, and
South-South frameworks strengthens political
convergence. Demonstrating success stories of
Indian investment within Ethiopia and across
Africa could help both countries build wider
regional partnerships. Under the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA),
Ethiopian-based Indian companies can now
access East African and continental markets more
easily, making Ethiopia an attractive hub for
Indian enterprises. In a rapidly changing global
economy — marked by tightening regulations in
the United States and European Union and
uncertainty around arrangements such as African
Growth and Opportunity Act — India’s duty-free
tariff preference scheme for Ethiopian exports
remains important. Ethiopia can leverage this
preferential access by welcoming more Indian
investors, including in export-oriented
manufacturing with buy-back arrangements.
Overall, the prospects for India-Ethiopia
relations are bright. With renewed political will,
targeted reforms, and strategic alignment, the
partnership can evolve into one of the most
dynamic and mutually beneficial relationships
between India and Africa in the coming decade.
The meeting between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
Ali at Johannesburg during the G-20 summit has
catalysed the relationship again.
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