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e RId U & TRIF (VBSA) fa8aes, 2025 &1 I3 HRA & I e I H T Ag@yu] TR
JUR F1 Udiid g1 fayfaemad saM ST (UGC), AICTE 3R NCTE & ®IM | U@ Y A&/ &1 uad
b R gD, F=AdT, AHG-FUR 3R o< Gyor H1f o sierT B, fadasws g Riam fifd (NEP),
2020 & TG RABIREN &) A 6 &1 YA 63l ¢ | STy, ST Wrd], Seig dgad iR 3= e fag

Tor H Toifads THTd & aR § fefarstt & off o= fean g1
‘Conscious’ decision to separate funding from

regulator, say ofh

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union government’s
decision to take away fund-
ing powers from the regu-
latory authority and create
separate regulatory, ac-
creditation, and standards
councils for higher educa-
tion institutions under the
proposed Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
2025, was a ‘conscious’
move in keeping with the
National Education Policy,
2020 suggestion to mini-
mise conflicts of interest,
senior government officials
said on Tuesday.

They said that this is
why the Bill has segregated
the three roles of regula-
tion, accreditation, and
standards-setting. Howev-
er, the officials said the
grant-disbursal function
currently being exercised
by the University Grants

Commission (UGC) is pro-
posed to be performed by
the Ministry of Education.
Without providing de-
tails, Education Ministry
officials said that under the
proposed law, the mechan-
ism that will be used to dis-
burse grants to Central un-
iversities “will be similar to
or better than the existing
mechanisms”. They added
that institutional perfor-
mance on regulatory com-

£
The new Bill has segregated the roles of regulation, accreditation,
and standards-setting in the higher education sector. FILE PHOTO

pliance will continue to be
a “major factor” in decid-
ing the quantum of funds
to be distributed, but not
the only one, citing the
need for a “holistic view”
while giving grants.

The VBSA Bill, intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha on
Monday amid objections
from the Opposition, pro-
poses an overhaul of In-
dia’s higher education reg-
ulatory framework,

didieye fadas, 2025 & A yraYy™
. :

o THd MY AN (VBSA) 1 RITUT HRal g

o DI Bl A feT-3e ulRwal # fauiford #ar g

replacing the UGC, the All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), and
the National Council for
Teacher Education
(NCTE), with a single apex
commission — the VBSA,
which will coordinate bet-
ween a regulatory, an ac-
creditation, and a stan-
dards councils, operating
“autonomously”. Most not-
ably, it takes away grant-
disbursal power from the
regulatory authority, a
power that UGC exercises
in the current system.

A coalition of teachers’
and students’ associations
and unions from across the
country have raised objec-
tions, among others, about
the proposition to take
away funding power from
the regulatory authority,
noting that leaving it in the
direct control of the Educa-
tion Ministry would risk
grants being subject to

cials on higher education Bill

“political influence”.

Education Ministry offi-
cials explained that even
though the NEP 2020 had
suggested a separate Coun-
cil for disbursing grants
that the UGC currently dis-
burses to Central universi-
ties, “it was a conscious de-
cision that this is not going
to be possible” because of
the multiplicity of “sources
and funnels” through
which higher education in-
stitutes across the country
receive funding.

As soon as the govern-
ment introduced the Bill in
the Lok Sabha on Monday,
it proposed that the Bill be
sent for deliberation to a
31-member joint commit-
tee of Parliament.

Officials said the govern-
ment hopes to engage in an
intense discussion over the
Bill’s provisions and is en-
couraging suggestions to
be submitted to the panel.

« fafgEa
U
= HAHEG-YfT
o 3Pl BT IR WA TU I B BT § Afb THaY H|

fafraw= & fast wiwor &1 guasor
e TR ¥ s -faarur Sifaal &1 gerar 3|
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o dorg fayfaemerdt o faa g srE Tt Rren darera gry fafa forar S|
o URITTA USRH IR Fame s fad Uivr & fou U Heaydl, dfe s amds el
eI

TASUT 2020 & ATY T

o TS 2020 "Bep AT T fafgwe 3R 3l & Thr1a P HH B P dbTad Hal g
o g fadus fhddt uer e o) T & fafrafid #37  Apar ik 91y g I fag it
HR T AP PR 3 AT 5|

IWWHR & 39 & NS b

gl & cpxra § HH!: UGC & dgd fafam iR fad Tiur &7 Tare, FsgerdT T gw=iar $R 9ol g
QIR BT Ie=d (Awer fafame gRfga s 3|

RIS SATaeTRdr: SAGING BT I § b T e e IRye -1, oi for Tadt 2020 #
URGBfd 8, B BT Id! (BT, Iy, TRASHI-MYTRT, I8 TU A Jgadl Uid) & HRUI
TGN B |

I faw wiwur RS dag @1 g § 5 fag awu & foig gifie T8 i, e dRm|
TaaH st 3R URUAT & e et TR MU i |

fRIarg 3R sren=r=T
ISTHIAP UHTT HT SifaH

o et SR B WEH! Bl &% & fob 1 HA1ed & I8 d o & A SFIaM ST Bl ISRl
Bl TohdT § 3R IRITTA WK FHSR 8 Ihal ol

TATIIAT I9TH PHIB0T

o Siafe URYSl Bl "W H8l Sildl g, dRdfdd Whdl [9ax g1 Jobd! g dfe BRIUTeRT TR
faig e sg oI 81

T fAfgard
o I e T THadl It &1 fawg 71 fad oivor W i FHei R sl ok Iy
faframert & o fRidTT 9g1 g aT 31

waracat o

o fadg® o ureRfdr 3Rk IR-NeHTayu! fat divor fofal 1 gfa oxa & foe qRem Iurdl &R
YT BT U B
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o TAET 2020 F HifS-wrafaaT iR & g=ifdr 3|
o TS WdAd, FREGR! THE R IR Wl IR 9ard 3a1dT 7 |
o TR78MT I QUR, WoaTe 3R A TR H FEE0r 3R Uda IR 589 & fore uRifies |

e

dieau fagge, 2025 Homeht o HidR dd T99 § Id 311 g f5dl & caia & AQIfId e TRl 2020 &
TET R &1 I FR1& e WRem1 B ahid - & Ueb MU YA &1 Uidieid &xdl g | Said
faf e SR fax UIv0T &7 QuadhuT daIRe 0 U 9l 8, YR BI hard] ei-11ddb e & RIarth gRa
I 1 AT, 3 3ded H URERIAT 3R dlfad URya! & aRdfds Wl R iR &l dgad
TfRfa & A @ S9d S Adue B! uRthd B BT 38R UG PR § dli HRd & I e 2
g H gerdT, WAl SR Slardea! Tgferd 8 g |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy: fapfra WRd Riem == (vBsA) Adus, 2025 & deH A, Fufefad sy w® faar Fifse:
1. fada® o gofifl, Temeeidis ofiR TARiidE & R W Uad Y SN &1 U4 ¢ |

2. UXATad &fd & dgd, bard fayfaenad & srar faarur iy e & d8d Ue W uikve gRT faar
I |

3. fafe 9§ fa=t UIoor &1 3rerT 1 gty fRiam Aifd @ 7sdh), 2020 ST RGN & U B
Swled BYH § F H1H-1/ 98 /87

A. Had 1 3R 2

B. %adl 1 3R 3

C. $had 2 3R 3

D.1,2 3R 3

3TX: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Uy : 3 e H 300 T 47 B 31T B BT 3e-9 f8dl & chRId Dl HH BRI g, b I8 HIABRI
3ffaRes @t Ridreft &1 +ft Iomar 81 39 YT R fawRia yRa fRien ufas™ (vBsA) fadu®, 2025 & Tgy &
] P (250 )
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YR 1 3R ATeTdla P &M 5l (MNDF) & st fguaiia 80 313 EKUVERIN BTdt 81 # foreaayr
U U Ao AU 31T & 1Y YUF g1 I W fgg TeNITR & &l USRI & o &1 IgdiT &l
ASIgd B3 & IR Y &l Jwilg & IRFId IR e TG URI&r & uRurfa &1 fifgd sear gl

wifer & ferg wgw fog
STITH T -ATH: EKUVERIN
T &) a3 4 S INBRIEF
v

A F: HRA ST 3R AeAgla AP & 5
(MNDF)

R (AdHaH EBR0N): fea-ayd, URd
T B gpta: fguafia 3= snam
HR BIHT &

o IUdlG faieh siftmm

o SiTdemdrg faiedt st

o AP 3R U Jg dTdTeaRor §
LEINE

- India-Maldives joint military
| .o exercise EKUVERIN concludes

o Gl WURRd §A & §d URWARE

el The bilateral military exercise EKUVERIN
o UREme deid iR IH-ag & YUR  between the Indian Army and the Maldives

By National Defence Forces (MNDF) concluded with
o waty wuel UMY ek mee  ajoint validation exercise in Thiruvanantha-

T TRt @ O Y puram on Tuesday, marking the culmination of

5 o two weeks of intensive training. The validation
© faay o -1 el bt phase was witnessed by Major-General R.D.

AN Xl Sharma of the Indian Army and Brigadier
e General Abdulla Ibrahim from the Maldivian
) side, along with observer delegations from both

o DoR-O-Rd RS, I0 (WRdgd=n  countries. The Indian Army said that the exercise

o e S RA  fegea  gsfeH focuseq on Coupter I.nsurgency and Counter.
(MNDF) Terrorist operations in contemporary operational

o . environments, with the aim of enhancin
o THFI o & Taed ufaRmsd &

interoperability, operational synergy.
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aHi® 3R &=y Aga

o AT fEE HRRITR &5 (3MESN3MR) H YR &1 T TE T TSI g
e EKUVERIN HRd & 9% TGt 3R TSN ifd &l &1 Reb § oI
o TSN ugd fd
o & Tt & foru JRem 3R I @MR)
o IE 3N g AR &F ¥ Ueh LG YR& UGl & =0 § YRd BT YfHHT &I Aoigd Bl § 3R
&g FRRAT # I <l 5, faRiy U ¥ 3fddarg ol IR-URURS JR& TRl & TaH T

iferwy-3iifveds ehamd

EKUVERIN T fguefia S1-Seiid 311 g, = s i1 a1 arg o1

3fTdarare faRiet 3R STddare &1 ghTaal &+ UR S disd fdal T/ 8, 7 f IRR® g R
HIIAId YT &M S (MNDF) HISTEId T Uebidhdl Y&l 9t &

Y IRE P Y DI 1Y S P o & Heifa 3R emar Fmfor &t sgra B

frepdenard TEdRa &1 Iwd AU URd 3R ATadid & o e gl 8T TeaiT IR TSI STadl
21 SMTdHaTe BT GHTFET 3R TR TR ST Sigd B3P, I8 34 g TeNINR &5 § aryfe®
& § ANTE ¢l & 3R Ue fRR, TRIEA 3R TedRl U B 93141 ¢4 & YR & IUHiad 3634
& ATET I

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Y : GHIERI H ¢@T ST aTelT ¥eg "THAR-" FHaferiad d ¥ fead Ay aad <51 IT g3 37
(a) fE HETHIR & Ueb Sguehy 14 3nar

(b) YRd 3R ATedla & o9 U fguefia arg ¥ enamg

(c) TREIRPT P dg™ & 320 I fguefa =7 snarg

(d) Teh G &l TRd HaRIT

31X : (€)
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YRA H 6T a1 UgWUl &1 URURS ©U ¥ Tiicpae Hex (PM2.5 3R PM10) 3R TR SIE3HaES,
ATgeIo RIS 3R SIS oI 71T Ugud| & o & HIeqH I GHEM 7491 § | §Taifdh, 8TeT & a1 JHTuN
q IgHST UgNU & U U SR WaAdh AW &1 Garl fhar g M a4 9 HISshaea |
TTaRRAHC SeXARMA H UHIRId U SRIUT 3 H 39 &1 IR UHTRI ST 7141 § o I Y& WiRed
HUT HRAT UG- B1 g1 H ool T WG &, ST ATdol—ep Wy 3R TaiaRur [ & farg 1R $fiR & A
TTed SRaH UG R 33 &

Inhalable microplastics, a hidden
toxin worsening the air in our cities

A sstudy which rest

ched the threat posed by inhalable microplastics has warned that the

cadmium, and hormone-disrupting chemical compounds It

Neelanjana Rai

n successive weekends in

November, hundreds of Delhi

residents gathered at India

Gate holding placards that
read, “T miss breathing” and “right to live,
not just survive”. Winter's onset has once
again plunged the National Capital Region
into dense smog, with the air quality
index refusing to exit ‘severe’ (301-400) or
*very poor’ (201:300) levels.

Even now, regulators are scrambling to
enforce graded action plans to mitigate
the concentration of PM2.5 and PMIO
particles in the air.

Into this toxic mix, new research has
introduced a previously overlooked
problem known as inhalable
microplastics. According to scientists,
they pose a direct and alarming risk to
human health.

Atmospheric pollution has traditionally
been associated with the so-called criteria
pollutants; aside from the two size-wise
groups of particulate matter, these
include carbon monoxide, lead, sulphur
oxides, nitrogen oxides, and ozone. OF
late, however, they've been joined by
respirable emerging contaminants
including inhalable microplastics
fuelled in no small part by the production
of 400 million metric tonnes of plastics
every year, The world also releases 52.1
million tonnes a year of plastic waste into
the environment.

A first-ofits-kind comprehensive study
published in Environment International in
November examined inhalable
microplastics in India. These are plastic
particles smaller than 10 micrometres
(um). The researchers, led by Indian
ute of Science Education and
Research Kolkata professor Gopala
Krishna Darbha, monitored ambient
concentrations at human breathing height
(15 m) in five highly populated markets in
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennai.

Thus, the team estimated the average

on of inhalable mi

e diethyl phthalates; researchers found atmos)

Asmoggy winter morning, in Gurugram, on December 16, 2025, 1

team found atmospheric lead levels to be
highest in Kolkata, followed by Delhi.

‘The team members also found,
reportedly for the first time, that the
inhalable microplastics can also carry
microbes, including harmful fungi lie
Aspergillus fumigatus, that contain
antibiotic-resistance genes, meaning they
could spread infections that don't
respond to common antibiot

By comparing this information with
major toxicology databases, the team
found that breathing these contaminated
plastic particles was associated with a
higher risk of cancer, hormone-related
diseases, breast problems, and
respiratory illnesses.

e and place
n all four ciie, winter evenings had a
mean inhalable micropl

concentration of 327 partces/m while
non-winter evenings averaged 18.3

", reflecting a 74%

ee

‘The most critical factor is the size of
these particles. They are so tiny that
they can bypass our natural defences
and penetrate deep into the lungs.
his chronic exposure presents a
ing risk to public b
SHNA DARBHA
UTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH KOLKATA

from places the researchers said people
usually overlook.

“The particles were primarily less than
100 um in size (56.2%), followed by
100-500 wm (24.7%) and over 500 pm
(19.1%). Fragments were more common
than ﬁ]umem.m the team wrote in its

papes
L axgrl filament-shaped aitborne
typically .. originate from

inall four cities to be 8.8
This “means the aver ag(' city resident
g in about 132

increase during winter.
There was a significant inter-city
iation as well: the data revealed that

every single day,” Dr. Darbha said. *This is
avery high daily dose of pollution. The
most criical factor is the size of these
particles. They are so tiny that they can
bypass our natural defences and
penetrate deep into the lungs. This
chronic exposure presents a serious,
ongoing risk to public health”
Researchers, however, sai
greater danger is
serving as Trojan horses that smuggle in
toxic co-pollutants, including heavy
metals like lead and cadmium and
hormone-disrupting chemical
compounds like diethyl phthalates. The

Lhe residents of Delhi and Kolkata were
exposed to high concentrations of
inhalable microplastics - 14.18 gg/m? and
14.23 ug/m’ respectively — whereas
Mumbai (2.65 pg/m?) and Chennai (4
pg/n’) fared much better.

“The major factors here are
meteorological conditions,” Dr. Darbha
said alluding to Mumbai and Chennai
being ma@lal cities. “Second is urban
population density, and the third is waste
mlsm.m.n‘emem.

Zeroing in on the particles themselves,
the researchers identified 11 kinds of
plastics in the air, most of them coming

synthetic textiles or toy fillings. Smaller
fragments, often secondary airborne
microplastics, arising from packaging,
tyre wear, household release, cosmetics,

and micro-industries, construction,
{and) were more prevalent due to their
‘small size and weathering, particularly in
areas like Sealdah Market and Chandni
Chowk.”

Policy imperative
According to Dr. Darbha, the current air
quality index may capture *
percentage of nanoplastics

-an also smuggle in tc
heric lead level

vulnerable, since “tyre-wear particles
seem to be more carcinogenic aud ma, be
a severe threat to their lungs. Po

reform is needed to protect su(h
vulnerable group

The study also said the particles persist
in the air due to low gravitational settling
velocity.

“The government should ban single
use plastic and many such polymers,” he
said, adding that cotton-based clothing is
preferable to synthetics and that
“recycled and refurbished polyester or
reused fabrics ... are capable of releasing.
these tiny plastics.”

He also said that uncontrolled waste
disposal, improper waste segregation,
and burning emitted poisonous gase:

nd
smaller particulate matter, some of which
could piggyback on the inhalable
microplastic particles into our lungs.
Overall Dr. Darbha s.ud the study

coming up in the
country, to have more knowledge sharing
in the ... scientific community as well as
among the common public to have more
awareness.”

Against the backdrop of the
accumulating evidence of the persistence
and harms of microplastic and
nanoplastic pollution, the researchers
also expressed hope that the Indian
government would take serious measures
regarding plastic disposal and worsening
air quality.

to mrmla(c /\Ql values with inhalable
microplastics. He did say workers such as
traffic police and labourers are especially

Rai is a freelance journalist
who writes about indigenous communities,
environment, science and health.
neelanjanal89@gmail.com)

ic co-pollutants, including heavy metals such as lead and
s to be highest in Kolkata, followed by Delhi

THE GIST

Atmospheric pollution has
traditionally been associated
teia poluants; they
have now been join
respirable contaminants
fuelled by the annual
production of 400 million
metric tonnes of plastics, and
the release of 52.1 million
tonnes of plastic waste
v

Researchers found that
inhalable microplastics can
also carry microbes that
contain antibiotic-resistance
genes; these contaminated
plastic particles were also
found to be associated with a
higher risk of cancer,
hormone related discases,
breast problems, and
respiratory illnesses

v

In all four cities, winter
evenings had a mean
inhalable microplastic
n of 27
while non-winter
ged 185

. There was
significant inter-city variation:
Delhi and Kolkata fared much
worse than Mumbai and
Chennai

T & g frewd

UGUD DI UPHTa: STo0Td HISHITRCHT 10 AISHHICR I BIC WIREH & BT 8Id &, Sl A Bhel §
TERTS U Ta=T = 3R Uil 4T Y& B S-IUT PR & T B! BIC Bid |

THUISR Bt AT 312997 H 8.8 ug/m? B Sid igdl BT SIAM T 41 8, o o § fs uo
et o ufafes TTHT 132 HIEHRIY AEHIERed 3iaR ddl g

SR -T7eR FAUFaT: HiawTar 3R e & TauioR &7 WR ga 3ifed oT, Safe das 3R 99s 1 siaemd
HY Tigd! ST T8, ForesT e HRUT gHd acid A g 3R dgdR Hhard ol
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Mt yghr: 9l & SR Aisdt § T 74% St 3G g8, S dIaE Sael, RR ga1 3R 1 Hhaa
B YA DY AT B

WY 3R TgiaR g gy

SIS 8N TUTE: S0ad AIRhIWReay Sgsid Hg-UgH®! & oY aigd & &0 § B B 6, ord
T iR Ffigw SRt URY U1y TR Ay SN Sfa:HTat-fauesR X9 Wid g1 I8 Had
e A W D! [AUTaIdT ol e g |

ATSPITaad Bivet 3R IR ufaRIe: sieqa= o S a7 € o ToRaH Agh ey Ueiaraifed-
gfeRidt Has Tfed gifeR® MUsT &1 IRasT R Iohd &, Y 497 YHHu & IR | [Kia 9¢
Tt g foranT SaTST HR1 4R d 8l gahdl g

R TARY BT 95 AP Iaohd AU HaR, S [ABRI, 4T A7 3R ol &g & gl &
I SNRHl & T 0T d% YU PI oied g, off YR BI HiG[al Ao W gHIfad) & gl
gl

Wi 3R FIgaR

IRTGH &l &l

SURRTY HUGHUT: Fail ST, WRIE GUFaR0 3R SURT TaH ¥ Wiked & [a8ed & argei-d
TSI H Ol foar ST ]

et STpfa fag iR uTea: I SReaT T SfR S HIS a1d aToTR, S Tiget s 3R Rirdcs,
SIRaH &) dS R B

U 3R e efaRTe

fFraTae saTg s Wie: Iy [uaT Ya&is (AQl) Fied ada arg urax FIRF! 6id, T U ¥ STgaad
TSI & foe RmeR T2 €1

ATTHIIS WEdT: ATATd e, Wie ded iR i 4fie! S THg! & SuIded SIRaH SRy &I

<HA] pxAl Yodl %l

WIfRe® XM gAIfadl: Tha-3uanT wWiked ufady SRft Sifadt & srac]e, Tade SiavTd §1 g g,
IR Ridfed I%d IRG-UGT0T & TRDI I B! §a db S 5|

3T &Y I8

9] UG eid H TPHIDRUT: AR IWREH Dl T IHd gU I Ugh® & &0 T U1 S+ dligT
3R FIRMT SR WRA-SRAH SHIHT H THigd bl ST ANy

SURTY Y B ASgd BT 9gaR JUFHU, Tl 3R G H STaH R T a0 dgayuf g |
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frarR® JvHifaar: Uiefae IR0 &1 Uidifed A1, SR a1 &1 fafafig & iR I srfaqaw
Rygidl &l a1 1 Id R IToi P! HH HR Jhdl g

AU 3R SARREHT: A1 3R TR URad Pl Gfrd B & fTg Srddbiicrd HeTHRT AR eqa=
3R O SR dT S I g |

e

YR &1 WG I H i - I AIShIlRed &1 Jiol U 3Rl daard Bl Hobd adl § b arg UGl &l
HY JHST ST A1 MR IS o ST T | 31 MUY &t THW 811 & S@d], WiRked 3fd Sfed
WG YHTA! & 1Y T Y- I Jafervitg fay & &0 8§ W1 ¢ 1 39 A 9§ fAded & e ue uaidd
TR B TS § Sl AN U, e TR, THTd SOy M iR SH STReddl &
Siredt g1 SR fr YR faredt Tedt arg TJura § S 8T 8, 39 fU §U Ugh® & Ugar1 3R 39 W

HRATS BT AT W B YRET AR dd WeR! fAH R UTed Hx & ol Ageayqul 5|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: 19 o IR ATgshiwre s & g |, FafaRad sy R faar &%

1. STe0dd AIRPIAIRCH STHR T 10 AISHIHICR U BIc WIREH & HUI 5 g

2. 3T THR & HRUT, T SHURT 4T I8/ TF B! STIUN HR bl g 3R WSl &b TR SHad! adb Ugd Tavd
gl

3. 3 faRly = ¥ Uiyt shelfiies wifes a3 @ MfHd 81 B

4. 9 R U1t SR INTSHS GeHshal & aTgd & U H B B qhd & |

STl HYH § A BT 91 9L 22

A. Had 1,2 3R 4 B. %ad 1 3R 3
C. had 2 3R 4 D. 1,2, 3 3R 4
ST : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: 14 T UG HISSPITITRE S WG arg UgWuT H Ueb 5 HIHT b1 Ul -1eied PR &
Bﬁvﬂ-nedﬁulug\cudlgqumW@%%W?ﬁ%mﬁwﬁaﬁaﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬂﬁl(1503!1?(.')
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YR & AT 3R gdf snfeardt &5 & mrefiard] fagie & SRR TRie, sifasRyddr iR Iramfores- e g
& I Y THATIT T § | gTetiioh J SR Hgayul 94 gU 8, Qb1 81 B! BTG 39 91 DI SWiahd et
2 o T &1 fawparan, oy =0 & uiedt S & &, snfeardt Terat & o 3rerTa &1 teh fHuifaew
TTefeh Y81 1 o1 b WRd § wrsiiard} fgn & fiRTae 3R gd STegHdur &1 9eH1 &1 US 81 8, 75U &
AT g had [Aae &1 GH1adl 61 o, diedh AISaIe] & 971G & &3 § U [aya-1g, THTaRh 3R SHIHR-
3meiRd W & &1 A B

The future of governance in post-Maoist India

Indias Fifth Schedule areas became the hotbed of Maoist insurgencies due to administrative neglect. exacerbating discontent and a lack of representation of
tribal groups in local bodies. Effective governance is crucial to address these issues and mitigate the ongoing challenges in these regions

FULL CONTEXT

anjan Sahoo

key element missing in the
dominant discourse around the
evolution and growth of the
Maoist movement
governance. An overwhelming volume of
empirical literature accounts the rapid
growth of the Maoist movement in the
1990s and early 2000s to
underdevelopment, and structural
socio-economic issues. This is evident
from the scores of official, non-official and
scholarly articles which have attempted to
study the “root causes” for insurgency in
central and eastern India (popularly
called the Red Corridor). These articles
have argued for an accelerated
development push to address the acute
material needs of an impoverished
population which includes many
vulnerable tribes. As a result of these
articulations, the Indian state has been
relying on a “two-pronged” approach
(c ining security and de to
counter the Maoist threat.

This does not mean other factors such
as governance, justice redressal and other
issues have been completely neglected in
the official discourse, On several
occasions, policy makers and official
reports have sought to bring attention to
creating good governance frameworks
and quicker justice redressal mechanisms
to address the long-standing grievances of
the affected population. But there has
been little effort to understand the

e challenges that i ified the
Maoist insurgency in different cycles.

Unpacking challenges of governance
While the Maoist insurgency has evolved
in different phases since the Naxalbari
uprising (1967), the movement in its
current avatar has largely been
concentrated around the Fifth Schedule
areas of cenua] and eastern !.ndu States

Returning home: Maoists with copies of the Constitution of India, after they sumendered at the police

lines in Jag

found that “more tribals have lost their
land since the commencement of
economic liberalisation than any time in

with tribal p

The Fifth Schedule \\as conceptualised
and offered as a new social contract to the
adivasis in these regions, by the framers
of the Constitution, taking into account
the special needs of the population. The
Schedule provided a legal framework and
instrumentality for governance of these
tribal homelands. It offered special
provisions such as the Tribal Advisory
Council with three-fourth of members
from the adivasi population and a special
financial provision via the tribal sub-plan.
Further, the Governor of each State was
given discretionary powers to oversee the
enforcement of these provisions,
particularly with respect to checking land
alienation.

e P p history™.
Thus, while the Constitution makers
imagined a new lease of life for the
adivasis under the Fifth Schedule,
successive governments failed to bring up
appropriate governance structures to
transform this lofty vision into reality. The
same colonial structures and
administrative forms, rules of business,
and justice system were retained for
Scheduled Areas, which made tribal
groups, with very low literacy, barely able
to understand these rules and the
modern justice system.

A lack of representation
What deepened the alienation was the
complele absence of locals in me

Ipur in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar district, on October 17. ¢

handicapped by weak and ineffective
service delivery institutions such as
health, education, revenue, police, and
the judiciary.

The lone exception was the Panchayat
Extension to Schedule Areas Act (PESA),
1996. PESA was enacted to address adivasi
underrepresentation and alienation in the
form of “self-governance”. These
democratic forums were envisioned to
create space for adivasis to take their own
decisions on welfare issues, land, natural
resources, livelihood and preservation of
culture and their way of life. While PESA
made some substantial changes by
improving political representation at the
lower level of governance, key provisions
were routinely violated. The Expert
Committee Report (2008) found flagrant
uolanons of PESA by the appointed
officials. One of the most abused

However, extensive
notwithstanding, the local populations
were suhjccmd 10 the sevi erest lm 'ms of

ive units i

has been with regards to land

provisions enumerated in the Fifth
Schedule. B.D. Sharma, the then

discri and of the Scheduled
e'\,er}dnv life. As recorded in the Plamqu Castes/Scl d Tribes C
's Expert C i Report ccil v put that “the who

(2008). a vast region with abundant
natural resources was reduced to penury
due to state neglect and poor governance,
That these special provisions were of little
use is evident from tribal populations’
persistently low social and economic
status compared to other social groups.
The Oxford University Multidimensional
Poverty Index in 2010 ranked the region
worse than Sub-Saharan Africa. Yet, for
tribal populations, the far bigger
challenge was how to exercise their rights
over the land and forests. Despite legal
safeguards and constitutional protection
against arbitrary land acquisition, millions
of them were dispossessed to penury. In
his seminal study, writer Walter Fernades
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are overwhelmingly outsiders carried
their attitudes, bias and lived experiences
while performing day to day tasks".
Importantly, apex bodies such asa
separate Ministry of Tribal Welfare, and
dle National Commission for Scheduled
es created to oversee the execution of
speual provisions for the tribal
population, as vividly observed by the
Mungekar Committee (2009), did very
little to stop the exploitation.

Moreover, while the Governors are
constitutionally assigned to protect the
interests of adivasis in Schedule areas, not
a single Governor has acted since
Independence in these regions. These
institutions have been further

acquisition.

To sum up, governance maladies and
relatively low political priority accorded
to the Fifth Schedule in many ways
created a fertile ground for the Maoist
leadership to mobilise the aggrieved
adivasi population against the Indian
state. The growing governance deficits
which directly impacted de\nelupmem.

of loc:

revenue departments (which they often
viewed as corrupt and oppressive). For
instance, the entire Dandakaranya region
largely characterised by extreme
and poor g

was easily captured by the undergmund
Maoists in the 1990s with the promise of
ing ownership to adivasis over
lands, and the forest (under the broad
>lo|znn of Jal, Jungle and Zameen).
stent governance and development

created a space for Maoists to run
parallel governments (offering critical
services such as paramedics, schools,
food rations and speedy justice through
kangaroo courts) in many of their
strongholds.

Need for a new imagination

Going forward, India must pay close
attention to governance paradoxes that
continue to plague most regions under
the Fifth Schedule. In recent years, there
has been visible improvement in key
service functions, particularly with
respect to welfare schemes and critical
infrastructure (roads, electricity, telecom)
in Maoist affected regions. Both the
Centre and affected States have found
ways to improve service delivery
functions via digital technology and cash
transfer. However, critical service delivery
institutions such as justice, health,
education, policing, and revenue
functions remain thin and unsatisfactory.
Persistent structural bottlenecks
(under-representation of locals) in the
existing governance system have a
significant bearing in their effectiveness.

On the other side, crucial rights-based
legislations like the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) and PESA need greater political
push from the Centre as well affected
States. The FRA which remains a key legal
tool to protect the rights of adivasis and
forest dwellers to access forest resources
for their sustenance is batting for its
survival today. While many core
provisions have been violated by state
institutions, there have also been
amendments and judicial interventions in
recent years which have diluted its
original mandate and effectiveness. In
addition, the enactment and expansion of
the Compensatory Afforestation Fund
(CAF) Act, 2016 has grossly diluted legal
safeguards, apart from affecting the
livelihoods of forest dwellers in India.
Similarly, PESA despite initial promises
faces growing resistance from the States
concerned. Under pressure to unlock
huge mineral deposits, most State
governments in Fifth Schedule Areas have
undermined the powers granted to Gram
Sabhas under PESA, particularly on the
issues of granting consent for mining/land
acquisition. Incidentally, the most
widespread violations of PESA has been
in the most Maoist-affected State of
Chhattisgarh.

Thus, going forward priorities must
include the reversal of political and
administrative under-representation of
adivasis. While there are mandatory
quotas at the local levels, considering
these self-governing bodies lack real
autonomy and financial power,
represenuuun remains largely

y. The

welfare functions and mi al

grievances created an opponumly for the
Maoists to spread their ideologies of a
people’s government (Janatan Sarkar).
There is a rich body of evidence that
indisputably credits tribal frustrations,
anger and low trust in governance
institutions as the reasons that drove
many adivasis to support Maoist ideology
and revolutionary missions. Many relied
on the Maoist movement as some sort of
instrument to get justice from state
agencies such as the police, forest and

bure:mcmc) 10\'er\\'helnunfd\ non-tribal)
still calls the shots. Given the persistent
alienation and trust deficits among the
local population, the post-Maoist Fifth
Schedule Areas governance vision can
benetit by borrowing some feathers from
the Sixth Schedule Areas which are
governed by Autonomous DistrictsZonal
Councils. In short, post-Maoist India
needs a new governance charter.
Niranjan Sahoo is Senior Fellow,
Observer Research Foundation, Delhi.

THE GIST

v

While the Maoist insurgency
has evolved in different phases
since the Naxalbari uprising
{1967), the movement in its
current avatar has largely been
concentrated around the Fifth
Schedule areas of central and
eastem India — States with
substantial tribal populations.

v

As recorded in the Planning
Commission's Expert
Committee Report (2008), 2
vast region with abundant
natural resources vias reduced
1o penury due to state neglect
and poor governance.

v

Going forvard, India must pay
close attention to govermance
paradoxes that continue to
plague most regions under the
Fifth Schedule.




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.;f.m]

| UMIYA

IIIIIIIIIIIII

U B HH 3R IUATE B oS

AU &1 Uil Y &1 IRE T TSI JATgHR UG, ST 39-aierHT R YA geaiavul &I
RN & e IrsauTal &1 f[dasmrei wfdadl o JReT IUTAl o H1eqH J Siold i fgal Bt &l & fod T faxiy
I Y & &0 | &1 T3 2| g, ¥ YaeT e are S1h! 88 db IX el gul

Ta - fawearst & wnfire 3

TR J0e 3R MufafRie FRaRdn: snfeardt e arafamarsit ¥ e Sfed HI-
TR YUMTeral & 918 X601, o <0rd ad Ugd 4fRed gl ol g

YA 3R G TTIE: FauTdh JREM & Sav[e, T4, §HaTe! eral gRasHIst 3R g ifcdl & HRoT
S UM W ORI T STShifaesT gRem &1 98 &R e

YR IERIAT: TSI FATGHR URYE, IAsqUTal o braierd 3R Tgi dob b AP TR & ST
S T TTHTET &1 ¥ 88T - 1 fawd g |

R A &1 S wfaffea: e SR # TR-snfeardt sifiwial o1 ada o1, fore sifaym,
Rpiad Sfde=Iadl 3R HHGIR Sladce! Ual gal

2 fawaarell 3 msiiareal @ amed & T IUSTS; SHiH TR &1, VSR SSHRUG oI &3 |,
St fagifgdl o SFdl WPHR & R da A, Sl [qaRor 3R Y =01 & THEIaR Jomet &
U HRP M P A T HBIAGl ST

R &1-famra ufaamr ot dang

YR B1 Arsfiarg-1eft Torif gRem St ok A ugal & qlgX ePHIu )R MR 38 g1 Safe
g1 & au # gFarct o, fefored Tar faarur SiR ST geaiaRur § YUR /T T 8, J&T U
R IR, =rTieresT, Ty, e SR IToRd TR HHSR o4 gU &

U 3(ATd], GgUTT N & fo1 fIHT = SRR ST BT T6-1 R fadn © | o WA= | faym
& ERUT A H3 AR DI WA TSN B ITH! STeRawd UHid & davg e Jau 3R

ISR & =g T 4|

STRPR e ST Bt YfArwT

TaTad (SYfId &3 e fawar) Sfafam, 1996 ((fETaU) SR 9 SR Sififam, 2006 (@HSHRY)
O BT BT ST TTH TSN &) TG TIHR 3R -3 SMTShfdehT &1 AadT Gas UfagiiRie
3T B Bl BT U1 BTei(b:

O grayT, favie =0 I Y S 3R @ & forg wedfa & ey #, 50 WeR! gR1 Hafid
w0 Y Iecryd forar T §

TH3HRT & TR TA1ef, =1fie gxa 3R UfdqR® a-ie-ul 1Y (@uw) siffad, 2016 S
gfergeff ST & H1egH ¥ HHGR TS ST AHAT HAT UST §, S 3ffeardt srehifaes iR yafavufig
ARGTeh B UTUfyehdr 3T B

o Y TYM IUAIC & 91 & T # + sfigswzur &1 fFRufadl 1 bk ¥ s9 &1 Sifaw So1d B
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utmya | @ Gtce:
TSP ¢ XTEA BT HUAT BT 3R
o TSHIAE & §1G & YRA T IR & NS JCdld B Maadhdl 6, 7 [ had gfa=ia GUR! &
T Ui dran # i 6

o Y FEE & arafas foxia SR fofa a9 &) R eM aRd, Tdieids el 9 W,
STTCaTRIEAT o eI 3R TRMNIHS WA & TexT SRl

o o UfdaGdT 3R BT YRET IUTAT & ATeqH J T 3R THSRY HTATa0 Pl ASTgd HRAT|

o fore o &g aftvel & Hreaw § sifties WAl Uitd So! SgE! o & U T AR UG RIS
T gYR AT

o TRPplae T Y YN TR, URERI G oik Jaru = faavor gifda e Swuri o fayra
ST HRAT

e

Arsfiard! fagig & HH YR B 30 Uigal Syl & &1 8 U &1 R I Hed-l H3- T Th Agayul
AR e Bl ¢ | I ifd &Y Had YRET B! T BTl [qaR0T & AT § QR a1 fam S qebar
2 U8 Tifeh WA, USRI B GRAT 3R FRINT Saade! b Head § AR e & g gauie
Iy BT BT H R AR Hvar g1 UriieR, [rdar ok < § g T uie-Hrsiiarg Jme 9res q
Had IUAIG & JASR DI b & (oY AW g, dfcsh HRA B! At Sare! & forg dfae™ & ga
aIe &1 T A & forg +ff sima=aas ]|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Y : HRA & IATAYT D giddl S & deH H, Fafofad syt w faar sifve:
1. I8 ST S & SHTYDTR TER & 1Y ST TAGHR IRYG! BT UTeT HRell g

2. ST & YfHy SR &1 b & foIE Irsauret o U fademredi= wifaaat €|
3. Uradl SR B3 SR & WA WA forer uikset o fafor o sifard wvct 81

Suad YT H J B T L 77

(a) Pad 1 3R 2 (b) Had 2 3R 3
(c) pad 1 (d)1,2 3R 3
ST : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

WY : TSI S{ETId Dl g HR H U (ST &l dob [d%dR) AT, 1996 b1 Wb BT Yedidh
BT | SHPB! &I BB §E o SARAdD il T8 TS 82 (150 ed)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

S3

Indian Economy

Foundation

©!
INSTITUTE
‘ . CIVIL SERVICES

YRATT ST 2025 § 91 Ul 3fRes! Sfer & IR &1 IR &R 747 3R T HHuR TRETE ga1 & &9 &
SR TET T, S 9¢1 g3 Ay 3R TR 3nfdfep sifAfraarsit & c=ifar 81 Sl Gam Jeagr SRR Jarwifd,
et U 3R Yol yaTg WR i UeT e g, =ifa Fafdreit ok fawvsi &1 ggima € f& 308 @) adu =
IS HAF Yhe & Tobd b oI T DIAIsics SR I0MHITID THTITSH BT G881 Thel! § | HRd & aeX
& o TG BT B B b (o1U 30 AR & HRP| AR Mgl o1 gz Agayuf g1

U & eugig & U0 U PRE
afye e Snfde gara

o Fgdl SARD! e UGIaR 7 SIeR HI Aolgd b §,
o Rfera uReufRrl &1 3R golt gsiided = 81
TR

o O 3T UM B &R & FGIax) B SHIGI & HRUI A
I 8 B dg PR foar T B, o afyes Sifew 9
o 3R U TOIR Garsil IR <a1d Us 8T &

gt sfeafe
faesht acmiferal Fawe! Ewrdiens) 7 gsR &t
B3 H DPRIG 2.7 3RT SIeR I Hpr @f oY, St
AP TTUR 19 & oI SIRAHT BT YT DI i
gl

o Y UG P digaig SieR ! AN H gl I ¥Ud &I A
IR R HHAAR I 5|

TR 3R Y- Siffdadn

o HRd-3AR®T AR ardfsif 3R AUe AfYe ATUR-
Jg & ARG & U & SifAf¥aar 7 ozt &
faymg R ufdgd UHE ST B

Rupee breaches 91
level, turns weakest
Asian currency in 25

With India’s growth strong and inflation contained, policymakers may be

‘comfortable allowing some depreciation, currency experts opined

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

he rupee on Tues-
Tday breached one
more psychologi-

cal mark by depreciating
beyond 91 to 91.14 on the
spot market against the
U.S. dollar during intraday
trade, making it one of the
weakest major currencies
globally this year and the
weakest in Asia in 2025.

But it gained abit during
the day to close at 90.93 as
compared with it's pre-
vious close of 90.78, down
nearly 16 paise, a fresh all
time low.

Anindya Banerjee, Head
Currency and Commodity
Research, Kotak Securities,
said the pressure on the
currency is being driven by
three key factors: senti-
ment, capital flows, and
the global macro back-
drop. “The uncertainty
around the pending India-
U.S. trade deal and the
broader trade-war environ-
ment is weighing on mar-
kets. From a flows perspec-
tive, foreign portfolio
investors have pulled out
close to $2.7 billion in the
first two weeks of Decem-
ber alone, already among
the largest monthly out-
flows this year, with the
month still unfinished,” he
said.

He said globally rising
U.S. bond yields and ex-
pectations of a Bank of Ja-
pan rate hike have trig-

Currency cauldron: Uncertainty around the India-U.S. trade deal
and the trade-war environment is weighing on markets. REUTERS

gered an unwinding of the
yen carry trade.

“This has led to risk
aversion across equities,
credit, crypto, and some
commodities, adding spec-
ulative pressure on emerg-
ing-market currencies, in-
cluding the rupee,” he
added. Stating that the ru-
pee may head towards 92,
he said, RBI’s relatively li-
mited intervention so far
appeared deliberate.

“With India’s growth
strong and inflation con-
tained, policymakers may
be comfortable allowing
some currency deprecia-
tion, especially in a global
trade-war  environment
where a weaker currency
can support export com-
petitiveness,” he said.

“And on a day when the
rupee has reached 91, 1
think it is important to also
flag that we have been ex-
pecting [it] for a while, but
not wide depreciation.
And there are strategic and
tactical decisions involved
in the rupee,” said Neel-

AR U= & TREUIaTe} Habal 7 YT SR o IfRRAT &1 9T faan B

YRdH fYed 9% (IRd1ers) &1 Aifova v@

kanth Mishra, Chief Econo-
mist of Axis Bank, Head of
Global Research at Axis
Capital, and part time
member at the Prime Mi-
nister’s Economic Adviso-
ry Council (PMEAC).

“I think the RBI is letting
the currency move around
abit. It's not a bad idea. We
will have to see at what le-
vel they [would say] in the
three-to-six-month basis,
more than this volatility is
not allowed. I think the
mistake was in pegging it
[rupee to $] at 83. Those
past sins are still haunting
us,” he emphasised.

In a note, Finrex Treasu-
ry Advisors said the rupee
made a new lifetime low as
dollar buying continued
with news that U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump had
not agreed to the new pro-
posals as he wanted agri
and its products to be in-
cluded in the proposal
which India had not
agreed to.

(With inputs from Asho-
kamithran T)

IRET3MTS BT UETHT AT exaT Th ARy faHHg X WR &1 991d B & ol SoIR-
freffea sifdiert @t 3rAfY 37 & N U T=id [dbed &1 goia Sar 8|

1 Teae e a1 o1 SR §?

o IS FU I 81| P TS e giare Rigid Hogd T gU &

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS .. e © r.a;nm]

[ UMIYA | & G services

o IR o ATUE Tored 3nfe o
o UaRWIfd &I AT foba, Hifara - ueH faar|
o T faRl ga1 4R, o SifRURAT /@i 81 IR YR Rold d& gxday o ud |

o=l &1 9 & 5 7w Yeagr™ & g&dl &:

o FAKIYUl A ATIR Jrararol H [t yfoeaeiEdar § YR &1
o BN TAYF! & fIATH TP TeH ARS & &0 U A &Y, Jold Th HAH JeT DI & & g
HER &I HH IR & ol |

gTai, SIfEH o9 ¥6d &

o I AWM AN, ORY =0V = dd 3R IaRab! & foru|
o TG BUT EA B A dgT|
o TS YoUgH SrUafRUd g offa § af JHIfad Garwifd &1 gara |

g Hifara fAfgard

o TE UH 3fdfifed gar 9fii ot et & Waifed Hrdl €, Fife 308 & FHidd WR R I/H &
frd Tl A 916 § Yo gaTd SR g |

o UH Yafdd Uilc ATKT, il GeagN & ot JigW[ar o Y afce fafties IRURAT & UleRlY,
3ifes feepras udlid Eict B

o frafa fafadieeur, smama MyRar § ot ok fRR R 9 oY IS SUM didawIfid al
R & oy Ay 3

e

¥U FT Ufd SIeR 91 ¥ 31fd ARAT TR g8 e HHeIRt & FoIg af¥yes faxiia TRedt, goft afgatg ok
IR Teeft sfAfadret & Sfed IR foran &1 <2iiar 8| faswm ! Aoy, Garwifd a0 & ¢k ward
SR & Y, 3RS U ATIdH ATIH 3T U & 6% & &9 | Udh A0 Jedg™ &1 3 o
e Udid gId1 8 | T= A Heag™ &I A H 7181 &, Siewh T8 GH1Ad B | ¢ b Ja1 &1 91 Hafeyd,
qargHT=a 3R YRd & crdaiad e giard Rigidl & oy =1 3o | 39 o1 §, ¥0d H giferdr SaR-

TGId fTd fawrerd & s uHifae Riiaus &1 ufafRfia & odr gl

UPSC Mains Practice Question

mmﬁm%@mﬁﬁ 2025 ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁgﬂﬁ%tﬂ%%ﬁﬁ
ST Y | G & pioisies Heug &I 3Afd & & THTiad arl 3fiR shiedl WR ==t x|

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

Foundation

VUF
INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis

The three revolutions reshaping American power

hen United States Secretary of State
w Marco Rubio proposed restructuri

the G-20 into an elite “inner caucus”
of powerful states, it should have dominated the
week’s geopolitical news. It signalled a major
reordering of global economic governance,
shifting rule-making to a narrower group and
weakening emerging economies. Yet, the
proposal barely registered. It was immediately
eclipsed by the release of the 2025 U.S. National
Security Strategy (NSS), that embodied the same
underlying ideological shift. Days later, the
Heritage Foundation, the intellectual core of U.S.
President Donald Trump’s MAGA project, issued
its own blueprint, Restoring America’s Promise:
2025-26.

The alignment between the G-20
restructuring, the NSS, and Heritage 2026 reveals
three simultaneous revolutions in American
statecraft: a transformation of political morality, a
recasting of foreign policy, and a restructuring of
global economic governance. The common
thread is the institutionalisation of exclusion and
the acceptance of unequal burdens as policy
design rather than error. In this sense, cruelty
functions as an analytical term, capturing a
system in which harm is anticipated, normalised,
and strategically deployed.

Shrinking of civic space

The first revolution is internal. Mr. Trump’s
political project dismantled the traditional moral
architecture of American public life. Norms of
restraint, institutional deference and civic
responsibility gave way to an ethos where
transgression signalled authenticity and the
erosion of shame became a political asset. The
NSS integrates this shift into formal doctrine by
treating internal cultural cohesion, ideological
alignment and demographic stability as national
security requirements.

The Heritage document demands bureaucratic
remaking, ideological vetting, and mass
personnel turnover. The NSS echoes this through
sovereign autonomy, institutional suspicion and
domestic culture as security treating independent
institutions not as correctives but as obstacles to
political will.

Cruelty here takes the form of permissive
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indifference: hardship from administrative
purges, narrowing civic space, or punitive
regulatory change is not acknowledged as
collateral damage but folded seamlessly into the
architecture of governance.

America. Heritage 2026 expands on the logic:
globalisation is treated as a strategic vulnerability
and multilateral economic systems as threats to
national autonomy.

The consequences will be felt
disproportionately by countries with limited

Foreign policy around c i ity

The second revolution is external. The U.S.
traditionally relied on predictable commitments
and institutional stability. Even Mr. Trump's
first-term disruptions occurred within
recognisable boundaries. The 2025 NSS departs
sharply from this tradition.

Alliances are reframed as conditional
transactional contracts with obligations justified
continuously. The Western Hemisphere displaces
Europe and the Indo-Pacific as the primary
theatre, reviving the Monroe Doctrine. Migration,
a domestic concern, is elevated into the central
security threat, while institutions once amplifying
American power are described as
constraints on sovereignty.

The Heritage document provides
the ideological framework. It frames
multi bodies as infri
of sovereignty, border control as
geopolitics, and allied compliance as
contingent on ideological alignment,
not shared interest.

The result is neither isolationism
nor traditional realism. It is selective
dominance: assertion where leverage
is high, retreat where obligations are costly, and
Jjudging partnerships by conformity not
capability. The structural effect is fragile
alliances, revisionist adversaries and a
fragmentation of global order.

The third revolution is economic. Mr. Rubio’s
G-20 proposal is not an administrative adjustment
but the formalisation of a tiered global economy,
an architecture of privileged rule-makers and
peripheral rule-takers. Decision-making on debt
relief, trade standards and climate finance will
consolidate within a narrower circle of states with
the capacity to shape outcomes.

The NSS fits precisely within this trajectory. Its
emphasis on reshoring, tariff leverage and
industrial sovereignty promoted toward a
hemispheric economic model centred on North
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power. Debt restructuring will
become more conditional, supply chain
diversification more politically selective, and
access to global capital more closely tied to
geopolitical alignment. The predictable hardship
that follows, from inflationary pressures to
disrupted export markets, will fall on global and
domestic workers.

Cruelty here is systemic: unequal distribution
of economic pain is treated as a mechanism for
stabilising a more hierarchical global order

A return of imperial logic

Across these three revolutions runs a common
thread: the restoration of a
colonial-imperial
territorial colonialism but a
structural world-view built on
hierarchy, entitlement, and the
presumption that the strong may
impose costs while the weak absorb
them.

The NSS provides bureaucratic
vocabulary; the Heritage supplies the
ideological foundations.

The analytical utility of cruelty lies
in naming this organising logic. It captures a
system where the suffering generated by policy is
neither incidental nor unfortunate but integrated
into the functioning of the political and economic
order.

The G-20 restructuring and the 2025 NSS are
manifestations of the same deeper shift. The
world is entering an era where the U.S. seeks to
protect its sovereignty through contraction,
assert influence through hierarchy, and reshape
global governance through exclusion.

The final irony is that the victims of this
reordering are not confined to distant shores.
They live in Maputo and Dhaka, ves, but also in
Harlan, Kentucky. The architecture of cruelty is
global, but its consequences are intimate. It
reaches the world, but it also circles back home.

The Trump NSS, Europe’s existential crisis

ope is not a strategy. For most of this

year, European leaders have hoped

that the Trump Administration has

not actually meant its President’s
oscillating support for the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), its Vice-President’s berating
his European hosts in Munich over their liberal
values and immigration policies, President
Donald Trump’s tirade against migration at the
United Nations, and of course his mercurial
support for Ukraine. The hope was that, all things
considered, America would ultimately stand with
Europe.

The Trump Administration’s National Security
Strategy — a 33 page document that spends much
time congratulating the President for saving
America from apparently terminal decline as it
charts an unapologetically MAGA-esque
America-first mercantilist position — appears not
to notice Africa, Australia and New Zealand. It
sweeps by Asia as it focuses strongly on perceived
trade imbalances with China and lands squarely
on a defence of the ‘Western Hemisphere®
according to American interests while lamenting
the decline of Europe. Europe is a problem, not
an ally.

The stand on Europe

In ‘Promoting European Greatness’, the NSS
warns of Europe’s “civilizational erasure’,
precipitated by the European Union (EU)’s
policies on migration and freedom of speech, ‘the
suppression of political opposition’, and the loss
of national identities and self-confidence’. In case
there was any doubt about which migrants were
unwelcome, the NSS declares that if Europe
continues on its present trajectory, ‘within a few
decades ... certain NATO members will become
majority non-European.’ The U.S. will help
Europe regain its ‘former greatness’ by choosing
“patriotic European parties’ to promote what this
administration views as ‘genuine democracy’ and
‘unapologetic celebrations of European nations”
individual character and history’. To most
Europeans, at best this reads as a meddling in the
internal politics of sovereign nations, and at worst
as regime change.

Europe, the NSS states, needs to stand on its
own feet, assume ‘primary responsibility for its
own defense’ and re-establish ‘strategic stability
with Russia’. NATO ‘cannot be a perpetually
expanding alliance’, a warning of course to
Ukraine, but also an interesting glossing over of
Sweden and Finland’s accession to the alliance
after Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022. In this
document, the threat is not Russia and its
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invasion of a sovereign nation, but Europe's
cultural decay. The tramp of the jackboots of
1930s Europe echos with every mention of
civilisational decline.

Of course, an administration’s national
security strategy is not policy, but a guide to its
thinking. They can and have been over-ridden by
events, most notably George HW. Bush’s 1990
NSS, which was overtaken by the fall of the Berlin
Wall, German reunification and the first Gulf War.
Observers could chart the evolution of the
administration’s thinking in the two subsequent
iterations of 1991 and 1993.

As a high-level document, the NSS often
provides the lens through which to interpret an
administration’s foreign policy goals and is
assumed to set the tone for the administration’s
national defence strategy, its Quadrennial
Defense Review and national military strategy.
Mr. Trump’s famously merc nature might
caution against viewing it as declared policy.
However, given that this is a Congress-mandated
document, it is more than justa
rhetorical exercise: while it should not
be taken literally, it should be taken
seriously.

What Europe’s response could be
As the dust settles, Europe now faces
three options in responding: it can
ignore the NSS and hope that it will go
away; its leaders can dial up their
flattery of Mr. Trump in the hope that
he will change his mind on Europe; or
Europe can face up to the prospect that Mr.
Trump's America is not a reliable ally and that
they will need to fend for themselves.

Europe tried a mixture of the first two
strategies after J.D. Vance's outburst at the
Munich Security Conference. After some tepid
talk of needing to pull together to see off Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s ‘imperialist’ ambitions
in trying to ‘rewrite history” or the need for
Europe to wean itself off U.S. dependence,
Europe doubled down on doing whatever it
would take to keep America in NATO and Europe.
Britain flattered Mr. Trump with an invitation for
an unprecedented second state visit. Germany’s
Friedrich Merz forgot about his observations of
February this year as Chancellor-in-waiting that
his “absolute priority will be to strengthen Europe
... 80 that ... we can really achieve independence
from the USA'.

Germany has since abandoned half-explored
plans of developing European capabilities and
ordered more American military kit, which is
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on American i e to work.
NATO’s Hague Summit of June this year will be
remembered as much for European states
agreeing to raise their military spending to 5% of
GDP as for Secretary-General Mark Rutte’s calling
Mr. Trump ‘Daddy.”

The third option will not be easy. Europe has
never defended itself as an entity and there is no
concept of integrated European defence. Even
limited projects of joint development of military
kit tend not to get very far, as the stalled
Franco-German project on sixth generation
fighter jets demonstrates, If the U.S. pulls
‘American troops out of Europe - as this
administration has periodically hinted it might do
— then Europe will have a serious manpower
problem that experiments in ‘voluntary”
conscription will not even begin to address. Then
there is the question of nuclear deterrence and
Britain’s uneasy post-Brexit relationship with the
EU and Europe.

The state of the world order

How Europe responds will have
implications beyond the continent.
Mr. Trump's NSS, with its attack on
transnational institutions (that he
insists ‘undermine political liberty
and sovereignty'), its dismantling of
the post-war trading order in favour
of a mercantilist America-first
policy; and the signalling of a U.S.
retreat into its own ‘Hemisphere”
(however that might be defined, and
with the implication that China and Russia are
free to carve up the rest of the world as long as
they do not impinge on America’s trading
footprint) have profound implications for the
rest of the world. The post-war world order that
America helped shape and uphold is imperfect
and crumbling. The power imbalances at the
United Nations and the Bretton Woods
Institutions that help anchor expectations of
peace, security, development and trade reflect
an outdated world order. But, however
imperfect this rules-based system might be, it is
still a bulwark against a descent into a Hobbesian
free-for-all, where might makes right.

The debate about this National Security
Strategy is, therefore, not about a document that
might shed light on an administration’s thinking.
It is about whether Europe chooses to defend a
rules-based liberal order or defers to a President
whose transactional and racist view of the world
will have consequences that stretch far beyond
his borders.
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India and the U.S.: 2005 versus 2025

n 2005, when 1 served on
the Prime Minister’s Task
Force on Global Strategic
Developments chaired by K.
Subrahmanyam, India and the
U.S. stood at the threshold of a
historic transformation.
‘Washington had declared that it
wished to “help India become a
major world power in the 21st
century.” It was an extraordinary
statement, not merely because of
what it promised but because of
the confidence it reflected. The
U.S. then still believed that
strengthening responsible rising
powers would strengthen the
world. That belief seemed to form,
for many, the bedrock of the civil
nuclear breakthrough and of a
strategic partnership built on a
shared sense of possibility.

The U.S.’s retreat
Reading the 2025 U.S. National
Security Strategy (NSS) is therefore
an unsettling experience. The
document is saturated with
self-praise. It claims to have
“brought our nation — and the
world — back from the brink of
catastrophe and disaster” and
asserts that “no administration in
history has achieved so dramatic a
turnaround in so short a time.”
But this assertiveness feels
defensive. It projects a nation
unsure of its place in a world it no
longer fully comprehends, yet
unwilling to concede that
uncertainty even to itself. The
result is a strategy that is less a
map for global action and more an
exercise in national reassurance.

The contrast with the
intellectual spirit of 2005 could
not be sharper. Then, Washington
spoke the language of partnership.
Today, it speaks the language of
burdens. “The days of the United
States propping up the entire
world order like Atlas are over,”
the strategy declares. Global
leadership, once embraced with
ease, is now treated as a cost to be
minimised. The overriding
imperative is not to elevate the
international system but to lighten
America’s load.

Nowhere is this shift more stark
than in the treatment of India.
Cooperation is acknowledged but
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is instrumental. India is framed
less as a civilisational actor and
more as a component in America’s
China calculus. The NSS states that
the U.S. must “continue to improve
commercial (and other) relations
with India to encourage New Delhi
to contribute to Indo-Pacific
security, including through
continued quadrilateral
cooperation with... ‘the Quad’” In
this framing, India is not an end in
itself but a means to a
balance-of-power arrangement the
U.S. seeks to preserve.

In 2005, India’s rise was an
objective; now, it is a function. This
narrowing is part of a broader
retreat from internationalist
confidence. The so-called Trump
Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine,
declaring an intent to “assert and
enforce” hemispheric exclusivity,
speaks to a nation turning inward.
The irony is difficult to miss. In
2005, when India spoke of strate-
gic autonomy, many in Washington
bristled. In 2025, when America
claims an expansive and unilateral
autonomy, it calls it realism.

The document’s tone reinforces
this inwardness. It
catalogues a series of
claimed diplomatic
triumphs, resolving
multiple global conflicts
“from Cambodia and
Thailand” to “Pakistan
and India”. These read
less like diplomatic
achievements and more
like political assertions crafted for
domestic effect. Strategy becomes
performance, and performance
becomes a substitute for engage-
ment with the world’s real fissures.

For India, the implications are
clear. The U.S. that sought to
create strategic space for India in
2005 is not the U.S. reflected in
the NSS — it is preoccupied with
its own vulnerabilities, identity,
and hierarchy of burdens. It
demands more from partners yet
offers less in return. It speaks of
shared interests while retreating
from shared responsibilities. It
calls for burden-sharing but often
means burden-shifting.

This does not diminish the
importance of India-U.S.
cooperation. It simply changes its
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foundations. India cannot rely on
the assumption that Washington
will invest in India’s rise as a
matter of strategic design. India’s
rise will depend on India.
Partnership will endure where
interests converge and remain
measured where they do not. As
the NSS itself insists, partners
must increasingly “assume
primary responsibility for their
regions,” a polite but unmistakable
signal that U.S. support will be
conditional and limited.

The path forward

The lesson of 2005 remains
valuable because it reminds us of
the conditions under which
strategic transformations occur:
confidence on both sides and a
belief that the other’s ascent
strengthens one’s own. The 2025
strategy lacks that confidence. It is
shaped by grievance at past
overreach, suspicion of
institutions, and a preoccupation
with restoring an earlier notion of
American primacy.

India therefore must resist the
temptation to interpret this
document through the
lens of earlier hopes. The
era that produced the
civil nuclear
breakthrough was an era
of widening horizons for
both India and the U.S.
The era that produced
this strategy is one of
contracting horizons for
the U.S. and expanding
responsibilities for India. If India is
to be a major world power in the
21st century, it will not be because
any external actor wills it. It will
be because India possesses the
strategic confidence and material
capacity to act independently
within a fragmented global order.

Paradoxically, the 2025 strategy
makes that reality clearer than its
authors intend. By reducing the
scope of American commitments,
it widens the space for others. For
India, the challenge is not to filla
vacuum but to craft a role suited
to its scale, interests, and
civilisational temperament. The
assumptions of 2005 cannot
return, but the aspiration that
animated them is ours to pursue.

I&T 0T TSaUH-

IR&M U (THTHT), 3ARe! - war d

& fuifge qaie SR oM aaard &1 Udie g1 Ugd &1 IuMHifaal & fausid, s Teseq-snemid Aqa
3R Sguely df¥ye M I §1T 3@ 3, Tl U WY e HIS Pl Gl § — FUY, -G e

VISHV UMIYA FOU

TION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.zf.m]

| unva | Q5o seces

3R Ay UsieH W &g Uy B TTfiredT a1 8 1 ST 6 YuTeed H ST T ], 39 9Sard B gRIY b
R& aRgH A, Fom-omenRa SRS eyt 31 fRRRAT iR g I9 SMRDT & I HRA & 0D
S[STd TR X1 THTE TSl 8| 1 H, 3 faweiwoll § ot Iadn & f U gHa1 TedhR] guedre o Uarehid,
TG 3R WS g1 ) Ao B 3R §¢ W R
T d 3R fazawor
1. TR B SifreaTma gfaem 3R Torifas afivamr
o TUHTY JRY P! Th J0FITdD Tgarlt & =0 H Tg! dfewd YR, ISR Jed! 3R IRpfaw fads
& I 9 ol T R AN 3015 & U H IR ¥ TR &l ¢ 1 -] DI 3d AHH Re B
YR & U H 78 afcsh T SHfATAART Toaed & & H IR fovar a1 g fors IR19 &1 k-
&1 3T BT g1 |
o TRY W AR ST "3HU &M & oW Trufiies el o= I Juifad smRe! 30 Se-il &1 ddbd
fArerr ]
o THAW Y B TRPIAdH R SHAIRSAD T Fidrsif &1 3 9gId T FU! TGl DI HH HRdl
g, ST URUR® Wak P YRUN HT 3T 5|
e T8 WU B! T IRTE W G 5: T HAYT 3ARST R IS FRar IRt &=, a1 @
&1 3R FaR® &marst & Ao 1 Hied B BT - For s T s o 2 € - foraed fom
TRITTd TERAT HHOIR &1 88 & |

2. AR Ffda § i wifaat: siafve, s ok snfde

o TIUYY, o BReT BIESRA & «qfifc iR SH-20 & GHIGA oY URdTdl & 1Y U@l Ol §, <4
JUTTCTd TR Pl GRIidT &:

TP Hifa: TR TPid, THIRTSG T THog 3R IS =0l B QR fwar Srdr g1 W=
TR B! RS0 & TG F1ersfi & =0 H <@ o1l g, ARG M & RFsd § 3R s
& HIEOH Y IR D1 A R ¢ |

et wifa: smRke! fadwr Hifa gafgmAa Tedu=t @ Oz, 99-37 Teth Je1a & aaa ordt |1 sguslia
TR B Uyl & Ieera & U H Rf3d foear man g, Safes gare & HEig JRem Wk & =4 J
TSI AT 8| T8 AN TS U] el & 3R TRNeare} ikl &) MegTied BRal 2|

fie wifa: te Wiy afye snffe cgawyt &1 3R FeH - 2 FHau-Fufdet o faRwfier 3 -
TR AfYe U BT FHGIR FHRAT 8 | Abfeforod, RN 3R R ks TeHRt dsfiamrur ot
STE A €, o fasraeita srfarawrsit & sRmM 0 ¥ T Ugand g

o 3 AW H, "HRAI" Th U IR0 & 0 H 8! Sich U WA D (AWl & =9 H &1
Bl © - OTBT GHM I 3R TR BidTs i feuig o1 3ifie 3 g

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ vich \(. INSTITUTE]

IIIIIIIIIIIII

3. YRA-3MARST JG¢: T0Taw AR | AP Tgdqul JS1d adb

e 2005 3R 2025 & &1F BT 3R WY g1 2005 H, 3ARBT A HRA & IT DI AfYH g1 & forg siiale
FU Y BRIGHE & U § <@ 3R URATY] JHeidr arer fder ofk foieRt # fays &1 udie §1
gTallTdp, 2025 NSS T:

o HRA I T ¥U ¥ MRHI-IH ufawnyf & a0 ¥ quR fear i g

o TBANT GANTd IT URTATHRI P SolTd JTeFTHD, I 3R &71-f3RY g

o SI-TISMHRON Aol F TYH- IR ST feRadl g, &5 fRRAT &) HH B3 & ARe! 3371 & 1Y |

o« JBIYEd B Ghd ¢ b HRA BT 35T 3/ T SRS WP I Te) afcsh Teb HRATT oreRl
8| UMD araid], ford IR U SR fadrg foear T o1, o/ Wy &0 ¥ Siféd g

Ay saawaT & ferg fAfgard

Qﬂuﬂwg&%dlqaﬁddm AP AT Y AUS AT BT UG Rl ¢ | dguaiy TRIM R
gHA PRop, Ml [AIRITAl B FGIAT G, 3R UGB JEF B 9 TR, ARG T giioudd
SITRRTPTY TR B1 IS B BT SHRGH ISl & W61 Wikl AMGS| I 3Heeb | SHaifdy HISal dfyes e
3quf 3R faww B, faya-a fawedi & o1 ST eRUT SIRRRAT B FGIdT 8, WHR 7ead 3R fasreia
Tl & fe|

fArepd

2025 SARDT IAFTT TR I Faa Te A axaa T8 &; I8 MRt TRH IR IfF Jera & Ty
JaTe URad= &1 Ufafdd 81 9 & forg, a8 qRen FaRkar & fore teh sifiaTd g O=1 &Rl g1 g
& oy, I8 aguelia AFdeS] & HHOIR g &1 Yodhd odl & | HRA & Y, T8 Ue SMaad I P! WF Hdl 5
TP 3T & F18<1 YIS DY 31d 3R Tg! AT ST Jhell g |

T Wied 3R TSN s sgawil § YRd &1 I0Ffae HiTs It St Hifdes emarst, He-iifas
U 3R WAARTT AN R AR oo faRiemymdt &u 9, smifvet ufdasarstt & srefid &,
TIUEY W SifAaref & fou orifds ®iM &1 fadR &Rdl g1 HRd & IH gHrd! SMAR®! Ada &l
G B 51 5, Ieh 39 IR B! guTdare, TaH SR SrddIad I0MHITad € & A1y A A Bt g

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



