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Page 02 : GS 2 : Governance & Social Justice

6 HS, 2025 B! ATH WHR = "HHd dH T FAgeq 3R SaA-8f¢ & g9 o1 & o o/gw ey ifar
e & Te e i Rgfad #1198 T fihd 3R fISR-uRd Her § e 353 3l TR
RTYT HHT TP MR SH-BIT TR G I 8 SN 57 | Afgaraft 3R gIRT & THa[™! & 3RTd =4

J UHTfId HRd B

Hifd ®#1H8@

AHAIRGRI B YRET SR I DI Fgd]
37 ¥ Rigidl R 3meid 31 a6 iR
SIEA-BfAT Bt WIATHS 3R IS
STel &I EIfd db, T8 Jaue Heul
(3T 21 - S 3R AT Tl
1 ABR) b T WA 2

o foivT HagRiTardr: gl Rty Afgarsit 3R
TSfpdl & TBT ¥U J yHIIT B T,
o g ifd te fofr-dae=ita swey
9 Sl § S Ue gRa| iR eifde
T A -1 T U Hal g
T 3R e & T T Tdied
yfaforar & g =3 & oW gfew,
TG DT, TRy, RIam iR AT
ey ot fourt & aRa &R
IR I FgIa1 St B

e gl daierd o T8

Assam policy to fight
human trafficking and
. wmrer ax wm w 4n Witch-hunting notified

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Assam government on
Friday announced the noti-
fication of a policy against
human trafficking and
witch-hunting, “two crimes
that disproportionately” af-
fect women and girls.

Taking to X, the Chief Mi-
nister’s Office said the noti-
fication, issued by the Go-
vernor on May 6, would
come into effect from the
date the Assam State Policy
to Combat Human Trafhick-
ing and End Witch-Hunting
is published in the official
gazette.

The CMO said the notifi-
cation was a “significant
move to safeguard human
rights and uphold dignity”.
The policy seeks to “pro-

vide a safe and equal socie-
ty wherein all individuals
can claim their entitle-
ments and access all servic-
es and lead a life free from
all kinds of violence”
through convergence and
synergy among all depart-
ments to promote safety
and security.

Social crime

The policy said Assam’s ge-
ographical position — it bor-
ders six other Northeastern
States, West Bengal, Ban-
gladesh, and Bhutan -
makes it critical in the case
of human trafficking, an or-
ganised crime. Witch-hunt-
ing, a social crime, has
been a major issue among
tea plantation workers and
ethnic communities such as
the Rabhas.

o TG AL A BT UMD RIMF - UHH §711d, T8 YaraR IoTl, SRAGRT 3R Y & 1 JuT Jqren
AT - T AT T & FId, TR 3R Tiaed foig & 0 § SR §1A1 ¢ | TET bl SRR &=

&, ST 90T 3R A el | oS et 2
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o SOH-RIGR: TH Te<T IS §R18, S SRR Iy, HfRem iR fUqerarete® Ade! 3 oRkd gl
g1 I8 AR1Y o=y TU ¥ I/ ST Y] 3R 4T S Wl sirdia gxert # vafed ], ofel difsd
WIeTaR Afedmd gidt & fSF R Sg-2HT 3 &1 3RIY AT Ol 8 3R 3 S S9dgR, a1 a1
T BT JTHT HAT TS g

Hifa & fFfgard ok ufass w1 eR@ion

o OR® TRHI: STREH], TGRS Jda=iad 3R el & q1ed ¥ - IRy 9 3 ek &= § -
HT T SRR Bt AR -TiRp b 1d DI TH FHRap AHUTH TR & dhisd Bl ¢

o TREUT SR gAY Hifd TSl & forg QR R, Sirard W=, ST Teadm 3R GAH Jerdl dI
Heg B! 8, Sl Ngd-Had =ara yomelt & e i 21

o FFH VA AR MR 98 HINGl ST eord! (o, TSR ITae, 3Hfde smaR ey Sffam,
3y fag gfe (M8, Aepur SR TRermn ST, 2015) & ASgd HR4 3R e, it $iR
R BRI YS! & s gk THGY ! UleTied Hdl g

o JHEIRG HFNERE THE™-3URd FTRF! 3R TedT Hedd &I JMA HAT U Agayul TaER &,
S ST SR TR HTTTGRT YA BT § 8IR SR I - & 9 W FHRar &1 o0 s |

s

o T A orw # vfaforarcts ¥ fthd I § Ueb §91 Saard &) ¢ | 98 Ny AR siufayra # Ffga
IR T e & forw ot =amg, IMeiie faeN iR Siar-fauria T9<g &) tdiepd Hal ¢
D! GHadl THTAT Hraf-aaH, FRAR R iR e SiR SITRedar o [l § Qi gRads IR
R el g8 Tam FAIfAE &1 WA SR ara o el & o v R ot Raifd e g

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: AT a3 3R STA-RIPR Had MMRIUS FA el &, P el GXaATHD MR ATHITD
SFHTAT3N $1 feafRar 817 59 B P USRI A A4 d&p3! A fAued 3R sA-ReR &1 gqa
P & e g1a 81 | SRR 3’1 s Hifd o1 Siaie- T fa=awor H31 (250 words)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



[ Vishv \.(Q
| Umiya

Page 03 : GS 2 : Indian Polity

Haied =rTerd A 8 31, 2024 D1 3 Fula # wgl o1 f Ayufd &1 ey & 3= 201 & dgd fFAR &
forg siRféra ¥sa oy R dF #e & Hiar fofg o =nfen 59 fFofa &1 &g A e & Trem 9
A ot o, ores deb faan o1 for dider o Ut SIS gry e FuiRd 781 ¢ ok 3ufie 38 =lie wu d
AL ATGT foba ST bl 5 |

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

\‘ VUF
INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

SC’s 3-month timeline in Governor verdict

was adopted from Centre’s own guidelines

The court’s April 8 judgment made it clear that it was adopting guidelines issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs through two Office Memorandums

issued in 2016 fixing a three-month timeline for the President; the govt. had also posted directions for Central Ministries involved in the process

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Centre, through
T the means of a Pre-
sidential Refe-
rence, has questioned the
Supreme Court’s decision
in the Tamil Nadu Gover-
nor case to “impose” a
three-month timeline for
the President to decide on
State legislations reserved
for consideration under
Article 201 by Governors.
The Reference wants
the Supreme Court to
answer whether a time li-
mit could be imposed
through a judicial order on
the President when the
Constitution did not pre-
scribe it under Article 201.
However, the Supreme
Court’s April 8 judgment
made it clear that it was
merely adopting guide-

lines issued by the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA)
through two back-to-back
Office Memorandums
(OMs) issued in 2016 fixing
a three-month timeline for
the President.

“We deem it appro-
priate to adopt the timeline
prescribed by the Ministry
of Home Affairs in the afo-
resaid guidelines, and pre-
scribe that the President is
required to take a decision
on the Bills reserved for his
consideration by the Go-
vernor within a period of
three months from the
date on which such refe-
rence is received,” Justice
J.B. Pardiwala had ob-
served in the Supreme
Court verdict.

The recommendations
made by the Sarkaria and
Punchhi commissions and
the guidelines framed by
the Central government
had collectively called for
expediency in the disposal

The Supreme Court verdict had said that introducing timelines was

et 3

in line with constitutional accountability. FILE PHOTO

of references made by Go-
vernors to the President
under Article 201.

The first OM of February
4, 2016, reproduced in the
pages of the judgment,
highlighted the “undue de-
lay” caused in taking a final
decision on State Bills des-
pite clear guidelines.

“A time limit of maxi-
mum three months be
strictly adhered to for fina-

lising the Bills after their
receipt from the State go-
vernments,” the OM said.
The court detailed that
the MHA, as the nodal Mi-
nistry, would refer the sub-
stantive issues involved in
a State Bill to the appro-
priate Ministry at the
Centre. Issues pertaining
to the Bill’s language, draft-
ing or constitutional validi-
ty would be referred to the

Union Law Ministry. The
Ministry concerned with
the substantive issues must
report back to the MHA
within 15 days. If there was
a delay, the Ministry must
assign reasons for it. Any
failure to do so within a
maximum period of a
month would be under-
stood to mean that it had
no comments to offer.

“A perusal of the OM
makes it clear that a time-
line of three months has
been prescribed for the de-
cision on Bills reserved for
the President. A time limit
of three weeks has been
prescribed for the disposal
of ordinances of an urgent
nature,” Justice Pardiwala
interpreted.

The second OM, also is-
sued on February 4, 2016,
said that objections, if any,
raised by the Ministry con-
cerned must be shared
with the State government

further clarifications.

“This is done with the
object of apprising the
Central Ministry of the
clarifications of the State
government on the matter.
A time-limit of one month
has been prescribed for
the same,” the judgment
had said.

The State government
had to cooperate with the
one-month timeline, the
court said, as delay would
have the “ripple effect” of
postponing the decision of
the Centre on the matter.

“The idea of imposing ti-
melines on the various sta-
keholders would not be an-
tithetical or alien to the
procedure that surrounds
the discharge of constitu-
tional functions under Ar-
ticle 201. The existence of
the two Office Memoran-
dums further substantiates
such an interpretation,”
Justice Pardiwala had rea-

soned in the judgment.

gsYfA - "y &1 3rg=de 201:

o 3fTG 201 39 Uity ¥ Heifid § &d Isyure bl fa8us o1 Ayufld & faar & fore Grigrd w@di ¢l
U fadad TR SO FEAM ¢ Gbd © A1 SY S(UA UgHId ol & b | gIdiie, diay o U
HRATE F Y HIE THATT TF FU I TG a1 7 B

L.

A
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Taisd raTay &1 dob:

o FRIPRI fezn-FAdw &Y -
o T A U1 AU 9T ST §9H W Tal, dfew g HAT (TATDY) GRT 4 BRa<l, 2016 DI 9RI
<! BT JTUAT (31TH) & ATend T Uga I o™} fewn-fAden wr snefyd fasan

o 3 3UH ¥ Ugd § g1 Y fadus! )R fvfg o & forg 9 weH &t wa - Fuffyd ot 72 off, o
AThTieThdl 3R STaTeca! ol HIGHT BT TRINTT T a7 o 9 |

o TN | TUY:
o TRHINAT AT 3R YT SN =+ I8l # fyemdt vamard I g=- & fow Ayufa o1 99 e fadges]
& YA TR FUCH & TaRgehd IR SR fadr T

o TAUTP Taracal:
o AT 39 §1d WR SR fear foh T A1 BT HauTd AFce! & A1y 3Rd 18! §, Fifdh
Ig AT Ay 3R THig TgaiT o1 Aolgd &Rl ¢, I8 YAd ol § o sriuteres! o faur &
TP FY ozl - B |

o BRHAD dF DI EUET:
o JTGY = T8 Ht My far fs Aiea daay & wu ¥ g HAay & Gefd barg HAed! 3R
DHET DI HATTI & Y HY TH-Gg AT Ay |

o U faxqa siidRe ufshar 15 fai A te #7gH & iR g &1 9 5, oy &g Ayufa 3 97y diH
e 31 3afy & i Fofg o 3 Sefie 81

pufa & de & wrenw | b $1 smufr:

. EQWW%WWWWWW T Gohalt g, WS T &7 § Sgf Ifaym
|
o TP MGATT & JUTHIUT 3R 39 &1d W HYIRG g o U dRE & THIEG oid & HYTRa &A1 & il
gihadT Yoy AHTSH BT Ieeio B Tbdl o

o RS gAAIaTG 3R TS TS
o AT A Wad ©U ¥ s GHAAHEN 6 5%, Sfeh IS TuH 3R ATGGING ddb fe@rd gu
FRGRT fe=-FE= & s
o Ig HiSleT U= fadt & Iy Yaute waumi & arrsreguf fAafr o g2iar g |

o UEPR! HUAIG DI HOIgd HAT:
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o I fAgus! ol ARl 37 H &t T IR FrIeRY iR &1 3ifagpHur a1 faumrdt nferiy et gan ©,
WIHR q6 5 oY 3R Hg W TT- 3T IoHIdb Gall BT T gl |
o TE MU hg-d el Hae! o) Yoaaryd $HR- &1 T HRdl ¢ |

o HABRI FTaTdes! & fore e
o Ug I U AUl fTd &TaH &_dl §, S8l SRIGR] [dad &l IRiad THaaet & i far
S 8, o g8 g gl & o Isa faem SifAfda ora & o ST go 781 8

o SifThHYT & fOAT ST SRINT:
o I P HaH JPUd P Wfekidl § GEIAY g1 DRl 8, Sfes Hiofal UMD o Bl 3ifeeh
THIS ST &, FoT garaT SR Ferar giferd g 8|

fAreep:

o 3G 201 & dgd RIA Iy A8l IR APUd BI Jgdld & 1T fi- 7e1H B FHIHAT AR HH
&1 U DI H1 Fofg oI5 sifaxmifea &1 €, dfcd Jaue Jardea! 1 ari R4 3R Ufhare®
GO DI A+ BT YN ¢ T8d ¥ AN SRIGR] fG=N-FE TR 30 ™ &1 SR SR, rrad
3 TgdTe, GerdT 3R THTEG W & Jodi &I geg Hd gu JauTHd i & WRigm faan|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: IS¢ 201 & d8d APUfd H1 YAl & fog wHg WAT a1 H1 AR SifaspHor 81 afcep
HayTe STaradg! HY g BT 8 17 Tdred <ArTed & gIieraT e & Seid W 79l $1 (250 words)
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17 WS, 2024 & faU U T& Headyol Haa # YRd & Jare ORmad = 99 &t fb yaq 3R i
qﬁwﬁ%ﬁ%maﬁﬂéuﬁwﬁmwﬁwﬂnﬂqﬂ(ﬁﬂ)w&ﬁwﬁ?wﬁwﬂﬂmwmﬁ
fIudid 3| T BT U8 hadl aIfGd A U Uil Toief gRT GIaR ITfeids & Sfare o ST

SC strikes down retrospective
environmental clearances

Before starting a new project or expanding one, a clearance must be obtained, says court; concept
of an ex post facto nod is in derogation of basic principles of environmental jurisprudence, it adds

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday held the

grant of ex post fac-
to,or retrospective, Envi-
ronmental Clearances (EC)
by the Centre to building
projects and constructions
a “gross illegality” and an
anathema against which
the courts must come
down heavily.

A Bench of Justices A.S.
Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan, in a
judgment on a plea filed by
Vanashakti, an NGO, res-
trained the Union govern-
ment from granting ex post
facto clearances in any
form to regularise illegal
constructions.

The court struck down
the 2017 notification and
2021 Office Memorandum
(OM) of the Centre, which
in effect recognised the
grant of ex post facto ECs,
and connected govern-
ment circulars, orders, and
notifications as illegal and
completely arbitrary.

However, the Bench
clarified that ECs already
granted till date under the
2017 notification and the
2021 OM would be unaf-
fected by the judgment.

Accusing the Centre of
“crafty drafting” to clear il-

Judicial stand: Development cannot come at the cost of the
environment, says the Supreme Court. FILE PHOTO

legal constructions
through retrospective ECs,
the court said the govern-
ment was only protecting
project proponents who
had committed gross ille-
gality by commencing con-
struction or operations in
these illegal constructions
without obtaining prior
EC.

“Before undertaking a
new project or expanding
or modernising an existing
one, an EC must be ob-
tained... The concept of an
ex post facto EC is in dero-
gation of the fundamental
principles of environmen-
tal jurisprudence and is an
anathema to the EIA Notifi-
cation of January 27, 1994,”
Justice Oka observed.

The judgment said the

government had issued the
2017 notification despite a
clear declaration of the law
in favour of prior EC by the
Supreme Court in the Com-
mon Cause judgment the
same year.

“The reason why a re-
trospective EC or an ex post
facto clearance is alien to
environmental jurispru-
dence is that before the is-
suance of an EC, the statu-
tory notification warrants a
careful application of
mind, besides a study into
the likely consequences of
a proposed activity on the
environment,” Justice Oka
explained.

The effect of granting an
ex post facto clearance
would amount to giving
permission to complete

the construction of a pro-
ject which had started
without prior EC. In cases
in which the construction
was already completed
and activities had begun,
the retrospective EC would
facilitate continuation.

Thus, in effect, the ex
post facto EC regularised
something which was ille-
gal with retrospective
effect.

Referring to the 2021
OM, the court said the Un-
ion government had “cle-
verly” avoided the words
“ex post facto”, but the pro-
visions had the effect of al-
lowing a retrospective
regime.

“The 2021 OM talks
about the concept of deve-
lopment. Can there be de-
velopment at the cost of
the environment? Conser-
vation of the environment
and its improvement is an
essential part of the con-
cept of development. The- |
refore, going out of the way
by issuing such OMs to pro-
tect those who have
caused harm to the envi-
ronment has to be depre-
cated by the courts... Even
the Central government
has a duty to protect and
improve the natural envi-
ronment,” Justice Oka un-
derscored.
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HId B gBT T1a:

o 2017 &I AFAGEHT 3R 2021 & HEATTT FUF DI AT HAT, I - GAIaR0], a9 3R Tdag
uﬁaﬁqW(MoEchmaﬁzowﬁa{fﬂ@maﬁ?zom%Wﬁmﬁam%m o
91 gd EC & FHT01 I*= S arelt uRasHTel & forg qaeardt Wl &1 e ST ol

. AR THTfad STet: ol 3 a3 81 g 2017 3R 2021 & IUHRUI & d8d Ugd ¥ gl T EC
D! AYT DI TRBRR T, e Hfasy # forzht 1 g &t galeamdt Tt 37 IR Tt 9 s i |

o TR0 RIGHAl &1 I <rrad = °on &1 o gderdt depdt wgfaardt sik wad fasr Rigidl &1
HUSR B 8, off YRA & TR0 IR & ol Ha |

ﬁ&ﬂﬂaﬁfﬁﬂﬂ%

o AN S YA IR A alexr & de™ Tafartl &1 HiHd R 781 81 Ahdl” | TaTaRor TRE
Tdd fa®T &1 T SifHar] ged § iR 3ay FHful & forg ®raiR Sl Har & Aread ¥ 38 RfeR
e faa T wehdl B |

o TATARUI UG SMH T (S3MTST) AMCS: 1994 B S3MIY SHRGAT T Ieehd PR gu, rad + Hgl [
S &1 I UG SR GRS Upfa &1 A1 =1ige, S iAol Y& 81 & a1e et afes Ugd
HOR YAIaruitg st gHEd S|

o BRI B! B! AL WSUS 4 WPR & HeH B "Aeld AU IR 31, s I
SeETH IS BT BT BId T&H BT AT, g+ SHTa=ad 3rHIe & o1 o = & o Tl
o 39 I8 A SR a1 f 8 2021 & SUH 7 TFGHHR "qAATU" e T TRl o, STafcp 3faft
1ft It gaaaTdt THTa BT e fohar T g |

BT 3R HauT® Hege:

o 3G 21 BT IeU:
o JaaTUt ST UM FRAT WR TATARU & SUIBR BT HHASIR Il g, ol UTIDdT gRT SHTae

21 (Sfia &1 3AfPR) H uer T 2|
o Sfura ufrar & fawear:
o TAfaRUT HeRt 3 Bt Ufshar UReRH, TgHrf SR fARww & A arell gt T1ey | Yot srgHie
Wmﬁwwﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂwﬁﬂ&m$da&ﬁlqmmwﬁ?f%l
o HIAA BT Siode (2017) I fomar:
o Y A §drT f% S Hisl AHA & 3P Ugd & Hhad A Ugd ¥ & gd yafarufig Tt o
STaIH AT BT WF B &1 T, o &g 31 18 BT pRarsal R o Sifid THanRd gl T |

fofa & ffgard:

o TAIRUI HHA & 90 & ASEd HRAT: T8 Bad TiaRul Ieera-l & [l I Slarscel &l Aoigd
HRT 7, o uREHT Saaud &1 Tafarur Hof Ufehal &) GRfBAR R I b off bl 5|
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o RUd TT 3R EhReTR URASHISHT TR THIE: g Saaud foigiH Jd JaiaRur HeRl o fom1 fam &=
gﬂ%%mu;ﬂam%?mujwmﬁuﬁ?ﬂwmaﬁmﬂ?ﬁaﬂﬂﬁ%.mmﬁawﬁﬁwﬁ
1 §G B IHal g |
o BRAGRI ABINGT DI GG Ig HAe Ybd &dl & [ PRIGRI TG 3R TRUF TafaR0T YR& Il
g7 I HTa Bl aRfb-IR gl B Thd ¢ |
o TfaRU GighTar o1 Serar: a8 ufa Arie gaTs Il 3R wafarur sif¥aaarsit o) ufsamTd Ieca-l
3R 31y FAATN BT AT &1 & ITd SHABR BI YfY TR 3= TG ST & |

fAreep:

o YJdATY! THIaRUIY HORT &1 XE B 1 Ydied e 61 0l YRd T GiaRol [ J T Agayul
oS g1 I8 YTIaRUl Ui, e fBrd 3R YT ddcd & Ul &l §91¢ [adl gl I8 Ao
IRT a1 © & e oifufie srdsar &t Fiad R & fear orar €, ™R 3w # gaiary

=ITIRIRG 3R B BT M G| Holgd 8Id & |

UPSC Mains Practice Question
u%:qﬁmﬁmhﬂuﬁﬁﬁmﬁmu%mé@%qgﬁmﬁﬁ%mﬁ! g1 o1 | o

HIC & B & AP H, TaTaR1 TRE01 H gd Hold &1 YfHesT &t Sird B (15 marks)
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YR o [deW Hl 19, SRR = 81 o § difaa I &
d8d MBI & HRIAGD (ARl Tl Iaadl R |-
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India to do whatever
is necessary to build
ties with Afghanistan’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

A day after External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar held
a telephone conversation
with the ‘Acting Afghan Fo-
reign Minister’ Mawlawi
Amir Khan Muttaqi, offi-
cials here said India would
undertake “bold moves”
on Afghanistan and “do
whatever is necessary” in
near future to establish
stronger relation with the
Taliban-ruled country.

As part of that process,
South Block will consider
the possibility of extending
humanitarian assistance to
the Afghan refugees who
have been forcefully repa-
triated by Pakistan.

On Thursday, Mr. Jaish-
ankar, in his conversation
with Mr. Muttaqi, indicated
that India would deepen
humanitarian support to
Afghanistan, which has
been under Taliban rule
since August 2021. Sources
informed that some of the
requirements of the Tali-
ban administration had
been under consideration
in India and that Mr. Mutta-
qi had raised the require-
ments of Afghanistan with
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri when the two met in
Dubai on January 8.

Officials here said that
short of formal recogni-
tion, India will make a

“bold move” on Taliban-
controlled  Afghanistan
and that New Delhi at-
tached “lot of significance”
to the Jaishankar-Muttaqi
conversation as it came
against the backdrop of the
upcoming visit of Mr. Mut-
taqi to Iran and China.

Mr. Muttagi and Mr.
Jaishankar had discussed
cooperation with the Tali-
ban to take advantage of
the Chabahar port in Iran,
which is acquiring greater
importance as India has
banned trade through the
Pakistan border. India had
cleared 160 Afghan trucks
carrying dry fruits and
nuts through Attari but
these vehicles remained
stranded on the Pakistani
side till Friday, when Pakis-
tan allowed them to enter
India.

‘New normal’

The Taliban have de-
scribed Mr. Muttagi’s mul-
ti-nation visit next week as
part of Afghanistan’s “ac-
tive foreign policy” which
has been shaping up Ka-
bul’s “balanced” posture in
South Asia. Officials here
indicated that India is will-
ing to do “whatever is ne-
cessary” regarding the Ta-
liban in the present
context, which has been
described as a “new nor-
mal” by the External Af-
fairs Ministry.

o TAEER B & RIBR B g¢ A UK d% dhiedd Ugd UaH HRdl § 3R & s

Gee BT Y WA T YR B B B gfP R g |
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o Y-IoHifae fAfgard:
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R&M 3R Pl SREH F {3

o o IURFA SR fIarerue e & iy deel &) YA 91 & §R J W AR RPy Heg a1
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A ST, AFE TeTadT 3R AEeR SRkl dAfacfac] URTSHIST o AT ¥ 30+ fad! P &l BT
61 &1 T8 SHEIRAH # saRiaral J gurfard! fager fifd & oo & uRad= &1 Udle 3, St &=
RIS 3R S TR Bt SHFardarst & gea 9 § SHR AT g
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: eI URIT ABIRA &b Y HRA BT JS1d [de A H 3egidie ¥ gurldig &t 3R sqard &l
<fdl 81 BT & HeAThHl & 3MAlPp |, 2021 & §I¢ B & Ufd URd P DI BT MeAe-THS
fa=awoT B | (250 words)
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for TATe ST IR TR YR RoTd 9 (SReTSS) & S ol i (SHIH) Bt GHFIAR THIET HR 6T 8,
oo 3 fRre ieH I (eiRe)) IR EF Sigd fovar o1 w1 8, o g8 Fuia a1 g 5 WReRr ot
SFIRY T AU SIATIRT PR T Ugd B4 9 B! fba- HSR ST 1WA 1T

o I3 Had VU YT ISMI T § O PR &A1 YR&fl a1d! & oid, oy F9 ¥ §¢ U &1 Td B

ARSI BHRA b 1T 3ifeieh ST et @) el Y Ig! ¢

‘FinMin undertaking parallel review
of RBI buffers with eye on dividends’

Since January, RBI officials are said to be reviewing the central bank’s Economic Capital Framework; a lower Contingency

Risk Buffer would mean higher transfers to the govt., which is reportedly seeking to hike its defence expenditure this year

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Fi-
I I nance is taking di-
rect interest in the

Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) review of its rules
pertaining to capital buff-
ers, which affect how
much dividend it can send
to the government, The
Hindu has learnt.

Since January this year,
RBI officials have been re-
viewing the central bank’s
Economic Capital Frame-
work (ECF).

The ECF was last re-
viewed in 2018 by a com-
mittee headed by former
RBI Governor Bimal Jalan,
which recommended that
the bank’s Contingency

Strengthenmg coffers: A hlgher surplus would certainly give the
government greater fiscal flexibility, said an official. REUTERS

Risk Buffer (CRB) should
be 5.5-6.5% of the RBI’s ba-
lance sheet. Once these le-
vels are met, the rest is to
be transferred to the go-
vernment as surplus or di-

vidend. The CRB is a pre-
cautionary fund against a
crisis that could hurt finan-
cial stability.

A lower CRB would
mean higher transfers to

the government, which is
reportedly seeking to hike
its defence expenditure
this year due to the ongo-
ing tensions with Pakistan.

The Ministry of Finance
is conducting a “parallel”
review process to arrive at
its own findings on the
buffers, a government offi-
cial told The Hindu.

On Thursday, the RBI
announced that its central
board had held its 615th
meeting and that it had re-
viewed the ECF. “The RBI’s
review process is parallel
and our review process is
running parallel,” the go-
vernment official aware of
the developments told The
Hindu. “There is a percep-
tion that the Jalan commit-
tee recommendations on
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the kind of buffers the RBI
must maintain were too
conservative, and that
there might be scope to
lower these. Let us see
what the RBI decides, but
government will also form
its view.”

The recommendations
of the Jalan committee
were adopted in 2019.

“The government is not
worried about its finances,
even if defence expendi-
ture is hiked,” the official
asserted. “But, if the RBI
can send a higher surplus
while also maintaining
adequate safety buffers as
per its own assessment,
then this higher surplus
would certainly give us
[the government] greater
fiscal flexibility.”
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3REI3MTS DI 94T e B 5.5%-6.5% P d1d IHIY QT ST A1RT

o TR I FW AT B! AHY P =Y H PR &I gLiaid foar S Tbdi g |

&I GET: ATH D ST % (CRB)

o MR Ay Tave, fafma X & SRR o1 g SN fadia el & oA s & &9 8§ $1f Fran
gl

o AU 959 | I8 RN & fo o1 S Siifd gRT geirs s HIeiRe! 1 9gd Ffeard! 8, oy &5
DI ATHIT SXITIRUT Bt HET AT 81 St B

o HY HSR HAT UG AT IR DI AT S, FTIH DR B! AN 91 & d&l BT
I=R® ¥4 ¥ Seargd fp f5mT 3ifde I g femge et

a1 w=Terg &t I

o T§dh RBI W U J ECF &1 THIEN HR 8T 8, fad T THMIR Hedidh-1 X 381 6, ol YHad: CRB
DI DI 3R TN B H GRINTT Sl T Y19 a1 3|

o WBR HT T8 HeH HIAT IR R Y-S a-1a], A=Y U I g™ & Y, & He-ToR 3 e
3{Tde SMaTaHars I ST |

ey fifa & forg fAfgard:

o SHIAP TR TSI HRETSME & ATHIRT e T PR DI 98 H i [He, faRy w0 3
TR-IdTGH a7 Yoil-TTe+ M o & WR, fom sifafvad SuR fo|

o HEIT d9F Pt WaAdl & AT SNRAH: CRB T G B TT ATHIRT Y BT GHTAT B P ol TRBR
BT TGd LY S B WA & IR F A Fe7d1 8, S HRd & IohNg-Hifee Jeef § Th dd
9T Tl 3T qHET ]

o TR HI Ay 3R Al fRRGT: 9 CRB &1 9gd 3iftie HH foar SIrar §, O RBI &t HiasT & s
Dl B ATUMVT DR DI &HAT HHGIR 81 bl §, Sl THId: (HID! P Iy 3R el 31afyy 7 HRd
B HPpIgHI-ITHD fRRAT ol THIfId B T B

o SR TXAARUT & IASTABRUT DI HAT: BRABR GRT AR THIET SREATSMS & Aded arelt +01-
UfohdT Bt YRITTA RISl B HHGR B Tdha &1 98 Ugha Hfaws & Hifa Toaa & o U RideHe
foraTer I R e gl
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o JREISTE P SMHRAB NPT THR 3R SIRIY SR W I ! 98 ASh IS Sewd! iR faxiig
{33 3 i ToIs TJerH &I ST 81 STfP I AHI feUpIieid SolcId GaTal Bl HH B Tobd o,
IRy =U 9 9¢ g & T & forg, fonddt off Fofa 1 g8 gRfaa &= a1fet i sRetemg & fad
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UfohaT Hepl-3h HITHD RURT 3R IRINTA fAyT-IadT aHl &I W& HA o fore Hgaqu grft|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: W SrfoqaRT § Hig dF 3t WaAdl & A1 ASTDINIT dqaidu Bl Jgierd BT Th ATSD BTH
81 RBI & STHR® SAIEH %R W 5T 81 H §8 969 & HeAoR, RBI ¥ WRPR B TURNY g&iaRol &
fAfRardf &1 eI faxawor 1 (250 words)
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The ingredient to turn around nutrition outcomes

he analysis of India’s free foodgrain

programme for 800 million people

underscores a grim reality: that hunger
and malnutrition remain pressing concerns. Yet,
in India’s long battle against malnutrition, women
and girls remain the most overlooked section.
Despite steady economic progress and numerous
welfare schemes, nutritional inequality continues
to be deeply gendered. Launched in 2018 with
the vision of a malnutrition-free India by 2022,
the Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for
Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN) Abhiyaan has
the aim of improving nutrition for pregnant
women, lactating mothers, adolescent girls, and
young children. However, stark disparities
persist.

Structural failures

The National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-5
reveals that 57% of women in the age group 15 to
49 years are anaemic, in comparison to 26% of
men; nearly one in five women are underweight.
In other words, women are far more likely to be
malnourished than men in India. These figures
point to structural failures in how we address
nutrition. Even after merging schemes into
‘POSHAN 2.0” and investing heavily, the needle
has not moved enough for women.

Indeed, POSHAN Abhiyaan is India’s largest
nutrition programme with a hefty budget. In
2022-23, the Ministry of Women and Child
Development was allocated nearly ¥24,000 crore
for Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0, but by
December 2022, only 69% of those funds had
been utilised. Despite such spending, the
prevalence of anaemia among women actually
rose from 53% to 57% between the last two NFHS
rounds, and about 18.7% of women remain
underweight.

This contrast suggests that just pumping in
resources into a women-centric nutrition scheme
is not enough. In many Indian households,

TSI =14
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Empowering
women
financially is an
effective way to
improve the
nutritional
outreach

in India

especially the poorer ones, women’s nutritional
needs are literally last in line. Entrenched cultural
norms often mean that when food is scarce,
women and girls eat least and last. Thus,
malnutrition is not just a biomedical or
food-supply issue; it is a social justice issue. If a
woman lacks economic independence or
decision-making power, she may have little
control over her diet and health. Even
government data underscores this link: the
NFHS-5 found that 49% of women lack
decision-making power over how their own
earnings are spent. This financial dependence
often translates into compromised nutrition — a
result of gender-based deprivation.

The issue of empowerment

Studies have shown that empowering women
financially is one of the most effective ways to
improve nutrition. Nobel laureate Esther Duflo,
for instance, finds that when women control
extra income, they are more likely to spend it on
nutrition and children’s well-being. In a study we
conducted among low-income communities, we
observed that women with even a modest
independent income or control over household
spending were far less likely to be
undernourished.

The missing piece in India’s nutrition puzzle is
women’s economic and social empowerment.
The state of women’s employment suggests that
female labour force participation has risen from
about 23% in 201718 to around 33% in 2021-22 — a
positive shift on paper. But a vast majority of
working women are in insecure, low-paying jobs.
According to the Periodic Labour Force Surveys,
as of 2021-22 only 5% of working women held a
regular salaried job, while nearly 20% were
self-employed (mostly in small-scale or informal
activities). Moreover, self-employed women
earned on average 53% less than men in similar
work. In effect, many women who do work are

barely earning enough to survive, employment
has not yet translated into the power to make
decisions or invest in their own nutrition and
well-being.

Thus, it is not enough to get women into the
workforce; the quality and security of their jobs
matter just as much. Without skills training, equal
pay, and access to stable employment, women
remain economically vulnerable even when they
work.

As aresult, even well-intentioned nutrition
programmes such as POSHAN will have limited
impact if women cannot afford or are not
empowered to consume the nutritious food being
provided. Government reports praise Poshan
Abhiyaan for creating awareness and a “Jan
Andolan” around nutrition, but awareness alone
cannot fill an empty stomach.

Need for convergence
If POSHAN 2.0 aims to eliminate undernutrition,
it should work in tandem with schemes that boost
women’s incomes and status. First, it must set
measurable targets not just for reducing anaemia
or stunting, but also for increasing the proportion
of women with independent incomes and
decision-making power. Second, it must break the
silos, making sure that nutrition, health, and
livelihood departments work together on joint
interventions in high-malnutrition districts.
Third, it must use Anganwadi centres and health
workers to not only distribute food and
supplements but also to connect women with
skill training, credit schemes, or job
opportunities. An Anganwadi can double asa
one-stop hub for women’s welfare (meals,
antenatal care, financial literacy workshops).
Ultimately, a malnutrition-free India will be
possible only when women are not seen as
passive beneficiaries of nutrition schemes but as
active agents driving the health and the
prosperity of their families.

had I a1 WA PT Gel Tl
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