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SERIGT (STRIES)H 819 of H THATYR IR 3R S[@F® 35 916 9 13 AN &I Jid 81 715 8, 16 AUdT B
T SR I8 UTAM R gH1E o & JHuH gof ¢ | I8 ORH HIH &1 ge-13] & forg fearerdt Ireal &t dg«t
HaeRITedT DI SRl §, S Siadrg TR, SHaiford gRIHRUT 3R ATee YIRS & HRUT SR Bl

T E

13 dead as rain, flash floods batter Dehradun

Swollen rivers and 192-mm rainfall swept away
or severely damaged several homes and hotels

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

t least 13 people
were killed and 16
have been missing

after overnight torrential
rain and flash floods
wreaked havoc in Dehra-
dun and surrounding areas
in Uttarakhand on
Tuesday.

Heavy rain battered the
Sahastradhara area, a tou-
rist spot in Dehradun.
Shops, small hotels and
homes in the market area
were washed away or hea-
vily damaged. Tapkeshwar,
a Shiva temple, was sub-
merged. The India Meteor-
ological Department, Deh-
radun, issued a red alert on
Tuesday.

According to the district
administration, Sahas-
tradhara received 192 mm
of rainfall within five to six
hours, while 141 mm was
recorded in the Mal Devta
area. Jolly Grant Airport,
Mussoorie, Hathibarkala

Rescuers are working to evacuate 500 students
trapped in the Dev Bhoomi Institute in Paundha

annly hn A resndennal bmldmg (hal was engulled by rocks camed by flood waters in the Sahastradhara region of Dehradun, in Uttarakhand, on Tuesday. AFP

got more than 90 mm rain

during the intervening
night of Monday and
Tuesday.

Dehradun District Ma-
gistrate Savin Bansal said
that of the 13 victims, eight
were passengers of a trac-

tor trolley that was stuck in
the Tons river near Vikas
Nagar. Till Tuesday even-
ing, three persons were
critically injured in rain-re-
lated incidents. Agencies
rescued more than 500 pe-
ople and the rain left more

Fau dgY (THER gIsaEey)

than 23 roads blocked, and
bridges damaged.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami, who rode an
earthmover and inspected
the damage, directed offi-
cials to step up relief ef-
forts. A communique from

the State government said
that PM Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah had offered full help
in the rescue operations.
An official involved in
the efforts said, “Teams are
working to evacuate 500

. TAEdl dI Y- 13 Hd, 16 AU, 3 THR &9 J 919 |
. THIAT & UEXAYURT, U ¢adl, TUBHR HiR JTaqy, T & gled 3R IS® sgglTss |
. I GEWYURT (5-6 B¢ § 192 i), e Saar (141 i), s> 9o it

.  TUG: TSISRUE/TTSI3RUE A BT 3R qdcd! afgd 500+ AN &) S|

students trapped in the
Dev Bhoomi Institute in
Paundha. Six people were
rescued from Heritage Ho-
tel in Mussoorie. Around
10-15 people stuck at Little
Heaven Hotel in Mussoorie
were safely evacuated.”

Uttarakhand CM inspects damage, instructs
officials to step up relief efforts; PM offers help

“Sad news has been re-
ceived that some shops
were damaged due to hea-
vy late at night in Sahas-
tradhara, Dehradun. The
administration, SDRF, and
police are on the scene, en-
gaged in relief and rescue
operations. I am in con-
stant contact with the local
administration and perso-
nally monitoring the situa-
tion. I pray to God for eve-
ryone’s safety,” the Chief
Minister wrote on X.

Uttarakhand has wit-
nessed extensive damage
in the monsoon season this
year. The Garhwal region
has been worst hit, where
flash floods engulfed Dha-
rali village in Uttarkashi
district, leaving one dead
and 68 missing for the past
50 days.

Prime Minister Modi has
announced financial assis-
tance of 1,200 crore for
Uttarakhand although the
State has assessed that
floods have caused a loss of
around 7,500 crore.

. IHYUM: 23 8P dg, I &I, IR, §icd 3R g 98 TS |

. PR BT AqE: JTH 4t SHH W JuHE 3R T8 12l 3 qui a0d= &1 sy oo, gureE 3
1200 RIS TTY Dt T DI IO Bl (RIS BT SHTHH T7500 HRISHIIHIM) |

. TCAId &Y TG UHIAd, STRBIRN (eRTeR id) | 50 f&f ¥ 68 ATamya|

SHATH® dle

TR UTS Ueh 3D 3R g 91¢ g ol U1 IHT & R gl 8 - MAAR W e de J M pa gy o - vkl
SRR, STed We, diY g a1 dell ¥ 90 fUgeq & d1g |
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g9 faRivan:

. A YSIATT: Igd HH I fo1 [t et & 9gd Slea! fawad g8iar gl

. I G O TR ol ¥ dgdl 7, Aal, T8 3R IS o Sl g

. TSI 3ADI H 3 faRIY ¥ W fgHTery S ugTS| SR ugTe! &l H, Wigl SR &1 Uit §igd dofl 3
2 Bt 3R SR B

. PR

%H 3{afy # g auf|

qTed BeT|

qiel/desdl &1 ge|

fere gl fawpie ag (Siiuasius) |

Ui & forg wfes Rivwr
1. WA 3R 3MTUST yae

. IS 7 g d fRyd g - Yo U 9 ga1, T9e ueTs YRae SR SEHE a6 9 I § |
o JIGd e ! GUIGHT dTel & T, SEUINT, STRDIRM, GerIgH |

o DR

o HRI auf + TSI TAM — doft A 3UaTg |

o qIg & HeHI H o B ders SR i fafon

o feral &1 Ui g — 31 fgric S [d¥hic 91g (SINasiu®m) |

2. TR 3R =uvaEr

. TSITAU R §1e UsieH 3R d1ed e W

o 3ATUGT SIRIH LRI & e HeTs ThHddh (2015-30) |

. QAIAE & fo st A AR SR SToeR TSR

o HITTOI 7 THSI3RUG/TTSI3RUK + UL AP I6d BIV |

3. TS - 3fde g

(@] @) O @)

. T BIHAM ([T, TeUR]) |
o SfTSltfaeT (P!, Bleal, Wdl) BT JHaH|
. TSH/JA P T8 — A, TR 3R e SManTH H F1eT 311

fa=awor

1. ggfaur g fian
o ST TedeRur 3R 7t & fHRI WR fAfu Sifw & sgrar gl
o URIRAUTIS FU T A9 &7 # gieal/Raiey — Tded &I cad|
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o HH T &F 3R 3HAY T gad fRRAT B HHSIR Hd g |
2. A uRadd dR&
o ITEUHS! SeT: ferradt Ial | srafties aut ot gesii 7 gfg |
o STURR &} Ruid: fRare oy TR R gad Haeik uikfufds 33 7 9 ts g1
3. A &1 gAMfar
o T PIs &1 Wve yadH|
o T & W IRAfdd THT Yd Idra-! YUITel &1 S{HTa|
o T TR W U i AT dari|
4. 3T B AT (FHTYM)
o JATRU-HaGRIT ST e YH-IuaRT o |
STRIEUT & IUIR: THIBRUT, Th SH|
R <dTa-t TOTeR: TolSl Tels 3falc & ford T3 + STaeR TSR
TG TR STUST Yee (Hisisiud) |
gfard! g ey STadrg-aedr 4d, IS |
qc Hifd: A% &= | giedi/ag- o S|

giteeRi iferw ufged

. TN TS = <6 U H YR aui/dled e & HRUT ™MD a1¢ |
. TEEURTIRIGIHRERA (Gde ®Id, GerIg) — |

3T ¢} & T R TUBHR TR — [hHIERg |
. HSIE BHAD = UG B & foTT Ygard Y @i (2015-30) |

e

SRS B! TG HEAT-YTHT U T8l &, Siedp oTaary-aRkd uarsft & dgd Ue- &I fow g | uiRkfufas
Hag-T=iTerd, aiarme iR AHeiRie dart &1 a0 YRd &t ifared Hifa & & & g a1t

(©] @) (©] @) (©]

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Y: AT 3T dTel 916 & "y # Ay 31 W faar #3:

1. TR 0TS SMHAR TR dftg auf a7 d1edl Bed Bt Bt 3fafd (6 8¢ I HH) & iR gt ]l

2. 3 TRHTeIg S WSt g ara & | 31w 3 g

3. JTSUHS! Ui TeTS o T ST S1aid IRT 18] Rl §; Jd ddail & fofg hadl T IuHt fomieR ]|
70 T B I/ HUT Tal 8/8?

@ PAA13R2  (b)PAd23R3  (OPAA13MR3  (d) 1,2 3R 3 IT: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

wY: fRHTe g Wi smuersti & Ufd doft ¥ Ydg=Id gid off 36 §
SIRIEE T 375 916 & g & Shdm1icrd YU Tl (250 2Usg)
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T Tad=ar YR GAU™ & 3w 25 & dgd Uh AN ARAGR § , off 4 &I A, 31am $H 3R
TR 3 & ISR B} MRS a1 3| g, 9d unffer emfaon ot a1 3t 8, O 39 fYBR T SRR
faRty fopam e B, faRiy w0 9 37 @l R o7 i dR R HoleR, dRatest a1 gard= 3 ofkd far sirar
SIS e | QA BIE 7 F3 50! gRT IR "o &1 Waazrar g & Raars arfaewsrslf &t gdrs @xd
g AT o fob o ufkad o sicR-enfife faare dRatusl § a1 78l a8 fod 9a x-1 a1feu| a8 SfaRTe
&1 Tl 3R I7 Ao & &g Iqa & ey # Ag@yul SauT-d, ST 3R A1 0% SoTdT ¢ |

Top court asks who will decide that
areligious conversion is ‘deceitful’

Petitioner-advocate seeks a ban on such conversion; NGO's counsel seeks a stay of ‘Freedom of Religion’ Acts, which, he

says, are getting more and more strident as courts grant bail and bring relief to persons accused and arrested under them

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday asked a
petitioner seeking

a complete ban on “deceit-
ful” religious conversions
who exactly will decide
whether an inter-faith mar-
riage is fraudulent or not.

Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai agreed with se-
nior advocate C.U. Singh,
appearing for an NGO
questioning the validity of
the increasingly stringent
anti-religious conversion
laws across 10 States, that
the court sits to examine
the constitutionality of
laws, and not to make laws.

Petitioner-advocate Ash-
wini Upadhyay said his pe-
tition was against religious
conversion through allure-
ment and duplicity. Mr.
Upadhyay argued that one
had the right to propagate
religion under Article 25 of
the Constitution, but not to
convert through fraud or
force.

Highlighting the risk his
plea posed to the freedom
of conscience enshrined in
the Constitution, Chief Jus-
tice Gavai pointedly asked,
“But who would find out

Faith and
freedom

The Supreme Court is
hearing pleas that have
raised questions on the

right to faith, marriage
and personal liberty in
ademocracy as State
governments bring

in strict legislation
against unlawful
religious conversion

" Some
petitioners have
opposed the
validity of the
anti-religious
conversion laws
across 10 States
while others
said that the
laws work
to prevent
conversion
through
allurement,
fraud and
force

= Senjor advocate C.U. Singh, representing an
NGO, said that the States had enacted increasingly
stringent laws that even make it possible for third
— parties to file criminal complaints
against interfaith couples

= Additional Solicitor-
General K.M. Nataraj, on
behalf of some States,
opposed the pleas for
stay on the laws

= The court scheduled
the case after six

weeks to consider the
= question of stay after

% hearing from the States

that a religious conversion
was deceitful or not?”

Mr. Singh, appearing in
the case along with senior
advocate Indira Jaising and
advocate Vrinda Grover,
said that States such as Ut-
tar Pradesh, Himachal Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh,  Haryana,
Jharkhand, and Karnataka
had enacted copycat
“Freedom of Religion” Acts
one after the other, with
Rajasthan recently coming
up with one.

“The batch of laws are
characterised as Freedom
of Religion Acts, but they
contain everything but
freedom. They are virtual-

ATe @t g faRivang (@ie 3rhas)
ST SUTEATT B! ATfeIehT: TarHH, SRaTes! a1 9 o ATed ¥ 4H gRad= IR gui uidee T &t 7

CARIER]

ly anti-conversion laws,”
Mr. Singh submitted.

He sought a stay of these
laws, which were getting
more and more strident as
courts grant bail and bring
relief to persons accused
and arrested under them.

The court scheduled the
case after six weeks to con-
sider the question of stay
of the implementation of
the Acts.

Frivolous complaint

Mr. Singh said recent
amendments made in
these Acts empowered
third parties to file crimi-
nal complaints against cou-
ples in inter-faith marriage.
The punishment under

these laws included a “mi-
nimum 20-year sentence
or a maximum of life im-
prisonment”. The bail con-
ditions were on a par with
the draconian Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act.
The burden of proof was
on the convert to prove
that he or she was not
forced or “allured” to
change faith, senior coun-
sel argued.

“For anybody who mar-
ries inter-faith, bail be-
comes impossible. These
are Constitutional chal-
lenges... It is not just mar-
riages but any normal
church observances or fes-
tivals, mobs may come...”
Mr. Singh submitted.

Additional Solicitor-

General K.M. Nataraj said
the case was coming up for
hearing after three years,
“and suddenly they [the
petitioners] are asking for
stay”.
In 2023, while hearing
the case, the court had re-
fused to refer to the Law
Commission the question
whether “forcible conver-
sion” should be made a
separate offence relating to
religion under the Indian
Penal Code.

The government had
even opposed the locus
standi of the NGO, Citizens
for Justice and Peace, re-
presented by Mr. Singh, to
move the court against
these laws.

Mr. Singh had, however,
argued that these State
laws amounted to undue
interference in a person’s
right of choice of faith and
life partner. He said each
State’s law was used by the
other as a “building block”
to make a more “virulent”
law for itself.

The petitions have ar-
gued that these State laws
have a “chilling effect” on
the right to profess and
propagate one’s religion,
enshrined in Article 25.

2. g HIE B} Ridr: S TR a8 I YT, "B gal ae b o uRad= draare o a1 Tal—
TR fAeRor Bt g IR YT STeT |
3. TSN &1 adh (1 3R ifd & foau Fmi):
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o eMfaRT faRIeR ST @ "uTfties Wadan g & 0 § dOR a1 31 38T 3, dfde guret
U Y WA IR G AT Sf 8T 6

o He ISl (U, THH, STRIGS, ORI, e, 3Nf) 7 Thad! BT §-TT g, Ol SRR 3w
FER B |

o RN 3F W Uy B RIBad gof B B AR Id €, O emf=<aid R Jed &1 9
3T ST B
o HOR SHMI Udl & 1Y JUUTT & SRER ¢S |

4, wr{a%‘rﬁiﬁ T3 & Y el &1 a1y faa; ST IR e &1 fariy fasa|

S W (RYF SR wduTfie we)

o 3TEG 25: RIEA B! WA 3R Aol HaRT, Afdddl, WA & 37eiF o B W €9
A, UTeH B 3R TR $RA BT HUDR|
. e fome:
o 4. RN S Aeh TR I (1977): ated <rTed - $el fob U BT TR & & HADR
 forddt o aafad &) Saqde, dRATUST a1 ey gRT gikafdd @A &1 SifieR mfid el g |
o faftrd =1 =amareal 3 Iy ywfaRur fRiet ST & $o fewl R A @ € g a1 XE IR faa
gl
. TSl IS BT 3G dH, THT 10 o4t (@, T, ToRTd, Tadt, STRIGS, HHlcd, UG,
FRES, SRATUT, ISTYF) 7 T B 4¢3, e T <8 FeiRkd fpg MU g
o YT TcHar Sffy emfavur faRieh el & ®U # w1 Har g
o Tgd BT Rad NF-MRIF HT7 & Rigial & faudial
o SIR-yTiHie [qare! P Afid R & A gEUANT &1 FHTaT (" fSTgTe" FHun) |
o YT Taa=ar 3R Al WaAdl R gaviad gHa|

Hifere & g uriffrean

. FauUTR® 3rde; 25-28 (UTHE W=, 21 (Sia 3R AfadiTd Taaad &1 HUBR) |

. Tgayuf fuf: Rt Amar (1977)1

o o W1 Rigia: faaird Wdadr & TR & U T S{cR1d &1 W=l

. HC BT YT Tacd=rar 3R oy faf e & Tferd e § <arautieresT &t Yfire|

faxawoners fag

. fafaws & @y
o &R I SRETYST aT FUIARUT bl bl g
o HHSIR I Dl SRS IT WYV ST & |

. ﬁ'q&[/ﬁ?lﬁz
o "UAIHT" IT "URASTS] U Bl TRHINT B § Rgyar|
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R-UTHE TS Bl IR B & [ g |

Ui =1 & RiGidl &1 Ieaio dHRd §U Igd BT digl Afaaal IR Sd faar T
HfGTa ST fadhet! BT ITRIFHRUN, 3wdg 25 DI Ufeidd el

3TE 21 & ded eI WaAdih a1y SiaRay |

(¢] (¢] (¢] (¢]

e

T B BT X8 U1 WaadT 3R 4 R0 & o9 A® e B! SOINR BT § | SR YTl
DI AH Y g, Afp SRUP YIGUTHI & Y AP PHs BT Hifad BRI, faY TT I Sfa=Te o1
AT 3R ofad A1t Bt gXiE BT Iecied HR G § | Id 8T Al Hedqul § dife a8 Iy ywfaRun
foRieht BT Bt Aaenfe darefi o Ruffivd HR I@war g SR YR SN Sgaare! diedd § At Wasdl
1 &l R H AT B YD BI gfY HR IHhdl |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: HRd & JAYUTH & dgd UTfHe Igdadl & AfYPR & Ja9 A Fuferiad sy i faar #ifom:

1. 3G 25 AR P WA SR FIdol-eh e, Afaesdr 3R Wreg & e o & Wdd =0 J 7,
3T B 3R YR P & HYBR Pt MRSt ST B

2. TR & eR & fodlt 30 cifad & §a a1 U= gRT IRafdd & &1 SHfIeR A g

3. TG 26 TAD UTH® WY B YH & HHA H 30 WY & HHA! BT Jae= B3 B SIBR ol |
Suad BUl § & -1/ TE 887

(a) Had 1 3R 3

(b) Had 2 3R 3

¢) Had 1

(d) 1,233

3TX: (a)

UPSC Mains Paper Practice Question

Y : TAUM & 3wdg 25 & 3l T Iy WRIY Uit FaAdl HAFRTHl B GaU—db dudr & S
DITTI (150 Teq)
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{3y =g Wre (Ssguasl) 7 HierdT, gad AT, I1 HifFd fha-t I St eS0T a1dt TRy -2 AYHE
/I & e Shwerd! -1 RYTR T (oI JATeergs , garderss, feRIeergs 3R feviiergs) &1 i
B3 & U 3Tages garsfl ol Uit Aise Yol (SUATN) B SUST fobar §1 U8 TR-FaRY WM (THHTSh) &
Raes dfye dSTs o Te AgayUl [aw &1 Udie 3, Hifd STHTA | WA 819 ¥ HH S, S8R Ugd
3R Aorgd i aHIed BT AN TR 81 IHhdl 5 |

On WHO essential medicines list, GLP-1 drugs
for diabetes, weight loss may become cheaper

Ramya Kannan

spending on noncommun-

an energetic response:

CHENNAI icable diseases goes to-  “I’'m very happy that WHO
ward medicines, including has included the GLP-1
With the World Health Or- those classified as essential ~ class of drugs. The fact that

ganization (WHO) updat-
ing its Model Lists of Essen-
tial Medicines (EML) to add

and that, in principle,
should be financially acces-
sible to everyone,” Deusde-

even a conservative organi-
sation like the WHO has in-
cluded these rather expen-

the GLP-1 class of drugs for dit Mubangizi, WHO Direc-  sive drugs in their EML,
diabetes with associated tor of Policy and Standards ~ shows how compelling the
comorbidities such as for Medicines and Health  evidence is. Apart from the

obesity, access to these
drugs might just become
easier. Listing a medicine
on the EML is one step in a
series of actions that can
lead to lower costs, better
affordability, and greater
access.

The 25th meeting of the
WHO Expert Committee
on the Selection and Use of
Essential Medicines was
held from May 5 to 9. It re-
viewed scientific evidence
showing that a group of
medicines called glucagon-
like peptide-1 (GLP-1) re-
ceptor agonists can help
people with type 2 dia-
betes — especially those
who also have heart or kid-
ney disease — and conclud-
ed that semaglutide, dula-

Affordable medicine: The WHO move is one step in a series of
actions that can lead to lower costs and greater access. GETTY IMAGES

glutide, liraglutide, and
tirzepatide would be ad-
ded to the EML. These
drugs are used as glucose-
lowering therapy for adults
with type 2 diabetes melli-
tus and cardiovascular dis-
ease or chronic kidney dis-
ease and obesity.

High price

According to the WHO, the
rationale for including
these drugs is very clear:
diabetes and obesity are
two of the most urgent

gdA faer @rfasiia v

. SxYuds] faRvg Iffd @ 2025 96®): A&d BT TAIBABAINRGLP-1 GaHBIsTHIS H Siier

1 fAurg fem|
HATYR:

health challenges facing
the world today. According
to statistics from 2022, ov-
er 800 million people live
with diabetes, with half go-
ing untreated. At the same
time, more than one bil-
lion people worldwide are
affected by obesity, and
rates are rising fast espe-
cially in low- and middle-
income countries.

The prices of these
drugs are so high that ac-
cess is limited. “A large
share of out-of-pocket

Products, says.

Good step forward
While appreciating the
move, Anoop Mishra,
head, Fortis C-DOC Hospi-
tal for Diabetes and Allied
Sciences, New Delhi, lends
areality check: “Itis a good
move; however, in India
these types of drugs will
benefit only a small num-
ber of people, while other
life-saving, low-cost essen-
tial medicines for diabetes,
hypertension, and heart
disease, applicable to a
large number of people, re-
main largely unavailable.”
On the other hand, V.
Mohan, chairman, Dr. Mo-
han’s Diabetes Specialties
Centre (DMDSC), provides

glucose lowering effect,
they have tremendous ef-
fect on weight reduction
and obesity management.”
He points out that recently,
injectible semaglutide has
been approved for meta-
bolic dysfunction-associat-
ed steatotic liver disease,
associated with weight,
and for improving cardio-
metabolic health.

R.M. Anjana, managing
director, DMDSC, says: “It
will surely help improve
access and affordability.
But will it be useful as a
first line drug? This maybe
not for everyone...as there
are various subtypes of dia-
betes. But for those in
whom it is indicated, it’s a
good step forward.”

o TYAE AT WR # 800 fAiferad Al & HIfad R §; TTHT 1Y U T8 & |

o Arem 1 faferaa 3 sifdres T ol UHIfad Rl 8, WIPp: Tauramsdl (Fg 3R 7ead 3 aral

<= HI

o SNUA-1 G 7 Had TIPS & TR B! HH BT g dfe go ge 3R difsaierafis
W § 1t g Rl 5
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3fdd: Sl T S 3 bl §, URA BT Th 1Y TgOTH QNN o (o Il TyH-Ufdd Taitet qarsf &t
USRI P Aolgd HRAT AT | Tg HEH JHH WA Ugd & U Th HeH 3F g, Al ST arRdiad
THTd Jed FeRor, R T 3oA SR Wy Ja1 faavor & iR R s

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

g%wmﬁﬁwamu‘mwma?aﬁﬁmﬁﬁ 1/ HYF Tl
1. 34 Ugell §R 1997 H WHRI DI 37! AP el TR XA # ARTa=A S & forg U=y fawan mam |
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3. YR B SIAH CaTedl B AP Gl (TILASLH) WY Sguasl STHTE WR SR &

famey:

(@PAA13R2  ()Fad2 (OPAA23R3  (d)1,23R3 I : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: 1. SGUISH! 3aRGD Gar3{l Dl Gt bl AT Hed 57 HRA U Gal3f i Yz
R Al Y| (150 Xeq)

WY 2. GLP-1 RAPR TR Ayde 3R [t & yeed H U dof Ihadl g, dikd qm ot off te 8
YT 3| TRI&0T BT (150 M)

UY: 3. R-TART I URd H Th g AR |1 3axge ffesen Hifqar 398 fAues & 3 Aeg &R gl
8?7 (150 TI3)

Ugd IR 39 UHG
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Making health care safe for every Indian

n September 17, the

world observes World

Patient Safety Day. This

is a reminder that the
basic promise of health care
continues to elude us. Globally,
estimates show that one in ten
patients experience harm while
receiving care during
hospitalisation, and this number
rises to four in ten in outpatient
care.

For India, where the burden of
disease is rapidly shifting to
chronic conditions such as cancer,
diabetes, heart disease, and
mental health disorders, the
challenge is especially urgent.
These conditions demand
long-term frequent treatment,
creating more points where safety
lapses can occur. In acute care,
where the complexity of
treatment requires multiple
specialities to come together,
medical harm happens when
there is insufficient coordination.

Many faces of patient harm
Patients are usually vulnerable in
more complex situations, such as
hospital-acquired infections, blood
clots, or even unsafe injection or
transfusion practices. However,
patient harm can also show up in
everyday situations, such as
unintentional prescription of
inappropriate medicine
combinations, delayed diagnoses,
or preventable falls.

Hospitals across India are
placing higher standards on
delivery, by instituting quality
audits, developing protocols,
running staff trainings, and
strengthening infection control
alongside patient safety. In
practice though, systems designed
to protect patients are still
vulnerable to breakdowns. From
the health-care provider’s side,
doctors, nurses, and staff often
operate under extreme pressure.
Staff attrition, heavy patient loads,
long shifts, and inadequate staffing
mean that even when they want to
engage fully with every patient,
time and fatigue become serious
constraints. In India, unsafe care
persists because of a two-way gap
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is a health-care
strategist and
transformation leader

In India, unsafe
care persists
because of
overburdened
providers and
passive
uninformed
patients hesitant
to ask questions

— overburdened providers and
passive uninformed patients
hesitant to ask questions. Closing
this gap requires shifting
mindsets, where patients must be
empowered to become active
partners in care, and health-care
systems must welcome and enable
their participation.

A shared responsibility

Patient safety cannot rest on the
shoulders of doctors and nurses
alone. Families and patients
themselves play a vital role, by
asking questions, maintaining
personal health records, reporting
adverse drug reactions, and
following safe practices at home,
including not self- medicating.

In recent years, India has taken
important steps to build this
ecosystem. The National Patient
Safety Implementation
Framework (2018-25) lays out a
roadmap, from adverse event
reporting to embedding safety into
clinical programs. Professional
networks like the Society of
Pharmacovigilance, India monitor
and report adverse drug reactions
nationwide. The National
Accreditation Board for Hospitals
& Healthcare Providers (NABH)
has raised benchmarks for patient
safety by auditing and embedding
practices for infection control,
patient rights, and medication
management. Yet, far less than 5%
of hospitals in India have earned
full accreditation.

Civil society has also stepped
up. The Patient Safety & Access
Initiative of India Foundation
works on strengthening regulatory
clarity of medical devices.
Another non-profit, the Patients
for Patient Safety Foundation
reaches 14 lakh households weekly
on safe health practices. It also
equips over 1,100 hospitals and
52,000 professionals.

This responsibility can extend
further to the media to shape
public understanding by
highlighting both failures and
successful safety models. Higher
education institutions can build
safety awareness early; corporates
can extend workplace programs

and fund safety campaigns
through CSR. Even technology
innovators have a role by
designing workflows that flag
harmful drug interactions or aid
communication during care.

Building a culture of safety
The WHO Global Patient Safety
Action Plan provides a blueprint
for integrating safety into all levels
of health-care systems. One
proven mechanism is the
establishment of Patient Advisory
Councils (PACs) to bring patient
voices into hospital
decision-making. Case studies
from high-income countries show
PACs improving safety,
communication and trust. India
can pilot and scale this model,
adapting them to local realities.

As India approaches the final
stretch of the National Patient
Safety Implementation
Framework (2018-25),
governments must renew focus,
mobilise resources, incorporate
patient safety into medical and
nursing education, and close the
gap between policy and practice.
Hospitals, too, must rise to the
challenge, by meeting
accreditation standards,
embracing PACs, and
co-developing technology
solutions for catching errors early.

This year’s focus on safe care
for every newborn and every child
reminds us that we need to
safeguard care from the very first
breath of life.

True patient safety requires
integrated action across the entire
ecosystem. We need to move
beyond isolated efforts and build a
national patient safety movement.
On this World Patient Safety Day,
let us make this a shared mission,
with governments, hospitals,
patients, and civil society working
together to make safe care an
everyday reality of health care in
India.

With inputs from Som Mittal,
Chairperson, Patients for Patient
Safety Foundation (PFPSF), former
Chairperson Nasscom and Nadira
Chaturvedi, Co-Chairperson,
PFPSF
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

wy fRNgRenfaw & Tay ¥ Fuferad 3= wR R Fife:
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2. g8 fay ey 916 (S=gudsh) & Uh Ugd o
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SR & § B T/ HU T /82

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) HId 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3xR: d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

& TG Haxel U B3 § A0 YREM & Hed WR I H | (150 Teq)
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Automated world: A machine cannot process the meanin

becomes the training set for Al and ML models. 10
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with information that trains Al and Machine Learning (ML) models. This, then,

Unseen labour, exploitation: the hidden
human cost of Artificial Intelligence

Al efficiency and accuracy are built on the invisible labour of low-paid workers in developing countries. From data labelling to content moderation,

‘ghost workers’ face exploitation, insecurity, and mental health risks. Data annotators play a major role in training LLMs like ChatGPT, Gemini, etc.

Nivedita s.

he world is gearing towards an

‘automated economy’ where

machines relying on artificial

intelligence (Al) systems
produce quick, efficient and nearly
error-free outputs. However, Al is not
getting smarter on its own; it has been
built on and continues to rely on human
labour and energy resources, These
systems are fed information and trained
by workers who are invisibilised by large
tech companies, and mainly located in
developing countries.

Areas of human involvement
A machine cannot process the meaning
behind raw data. Data annotators label
raw images, audio, video, and text with
information that trains Al and Machine
Learning (ML) models. This, then,
becomes the training set for Al and
Machine Learning (ML) models. For
example, an large-language models (LLM)
cannot recognise the colour ‘yellow”
unless the data has been labelled as such.
Similarly, self-driving cars rely on
information from video footage that has
been labelled to distinguish between a
traffic sign and humans on the road. The
higher the quality of the dataset, the
better the output and the more human
labour is involved in creating it.

Data annotators play a major role in
training LLMs like ChatGPT, Gemini, etc.
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An LLM is trained in three steps:
self-supervised learning, supervised
learning and reinforcement learning. In
the first step, the machine picks up
information from large datasets on the
Internet. The data labellers or annotators

enter in the second and third steps, where

this information is fine-tuned for the LLM
to give the most accurate response.
Humans give feedback on the output the
Al produces for better responses to be
generated over time, as well as remove
errors and jailbreaks.

This meticulous annotating work is
outsourced by tech companies in Silicon
Valley to mainly workers in countries like
Kenya, India, Pakistan, China and the
Philippines for low wages and long
working hours.

Data labelling can be of two types:
those which do not require subject
expertise and those which are more niche
and require subject expertise. Several
tech companies have been accused of
emploving non-experts for technical
subjects that require prior knowledge.
This is a contributing factor in the errors
found in the output produced by AL A
data labeller from Kenya revealed that
they were tasked with labelling medical
scans for an Al system intended for use in
healthcare services elsewhere, despite
lacking relevant expertise.

However, due to errors resulting from
this, companies are starting to ensure
experts for such information being fed

into the system.

Automated features requiring
humans

Even features marketed as “fully
automated’ are often underpinned by
invisible human work. For example, our
social media feeds are ‘automatically”
filtered to censor sensitive and graphic
content. This is only possible because
human moderators labelled such content
as harmful by going through thousands of
uncensored images, texts and audio. The
exposure to such content daily has also
been reported to cause severe mental
health issues like post-traumatic stress
disorder, anxiety and depression in the
workers.

Similarly, there are voice actors and
actors behind Al-generated audios and
videos. Actors may be required to film
themselves dancing or singing for these
machines to recognise human
movements and sounds. Children have
also been reportedly engaged to perform
such tasks

In 2024, Al tech workers from Kenya
sent a letter to former U.S. President Joe
Biden talking about the poor working
conditions they are subjected to. “In
Kenya, these US companies are
undermining the local labor laws, the
country’s justice system and violating
international labor standards. Our
working conditions amount to
modern-day slavery,” the letter read. They

said the content they have to annotate
can range from pornography and
beheadings to bestiality for more than
eight hours a and for le: in $2 an
hour, which is very low in comparison to
industry standards. There are also strict
deadlines to complete a task within a few
seconds or minutes.

When workers raised their concerns to
the companies, they cked and
their unions dism

Most Al tech workers are unaware of
the large tech company they are working
for and are aged in online gig work.
This is bec to minimise costs, Al
companies outsource the work through
intermediary digital platforms. There are
subcontract workers in these digital
platforms who are paid per “microtask”
they perform. They are constantly
surveilled, and if they fall short of the
targeted output, they are fired. Hence, the
labour network becomes fragmented and
lacking transparency.

The advancement of Al is powered by
such “ghost workers.” The lack of
recognition and informalisation of their
work helps tech companies to perpetuate
this system of labour exploitation. There
is a need to bring in stricter laws and
regulations on Al companies and digital
platforms, not just on their content in the
digital space, but also on their labour
supply chains powering Al, ensuring
transparency, fair pay, and dignity at
work.
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. IS MY AHH B — TS e X6 &

. JOTES: 209 T H I Bt WY P ave, AT 2191 Fat § TS &1 fefoea Wewina g

e

T3S TP AR TH-11d 7151 &; T8 eI AT YTHD! & 91, Gg 3R T TR §11 711 § | I FoigR
T3S & for, ol @t et Afdwar ¥ o Afdewar d faxaid &A1 @nfeu | waig 3myfe saansit § Ifad
daH, e w1 fRufaat SR aReRidr &1 gHfEd s Ia-1 81 Ae@yu! § fSa-n for Tenfyd gatig ar
ST MU BT GRS HRAT| TS D1 f5Ut g8 AFATT a1 gH ITe feandt § i aw-ie! swifadr amdg
TIRAT 3R U 1 HIAd WR 81 ! A1

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
Y AT B IRIad Seforiyg (@ag) & e A, Fufefad sy w® faar Fifse:
1. ChatGPT 9l Al Hisd T TRE ¥ A4 HRfieR & feAmuRiféaeae |

2. ST TAIRYH H T3Ts/UHUS Hisd ol URIEd o3 & fou o=t sfadl, siffsar, difsar o1 exe &) dea
BT A B

3. gEGIHRUI A4 Ufdfehdr ¥ WET (SRUAUIUh) ds IS HISd (TAUATH) o U101 o TRl § 9§ U &
SWRIF & I B F1/4 HU Tgl 5/8?

(@) Pad 1 8R2  (b) Had 2 3R 3 (c) Pad 1 3R 3 (d) 1,2 3R 3

3R (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: TATSCAATPIAICIDHATS, APTSHPIHIIAERIHIYHURICHIgse | T | (150 Ted)
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Judicial experimentalism’ versus the right to justice

he Supreme Court of India, in Shivangi
T Bansal vs Sahib Bansal (July 22, 2025),

endorsed the guidelines by the Allahabad
High Court, in Mukesh Bansal vs State of U.P.
(2022), to prevent the misuse of Section 498A of
the Indian Penal Code (now Section 85 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita). The High Court had
introduced a two-month ‘cooling period’ for any
coercive action after the registration of a first
information report (FIR) or complaint to the
magistrate. During the ‘cooling period’, the
matter will be referred to a Family Welfare
Committee (FWC). However, both the
introduction of the ‘cooling period’ and the
referral of the matter to the FWC undermine a
victim’s right to prompt access to justice and
affects the functional autonomy of the criminal
justice agencies.

The basis of the checks

The enactment of Section 498A was with the
objective of punishing various forms of cruelty
against women in a matrimonial setting. Be that
as it may, the courts, in a series of cases, have
lamented the increasing tendency by women to
misuse the law when it concerns FIR registrations
and subsequent arrests. Courts have accordingly
established procedural safeguards to protect the
‘innocent” husband and his family. The Supreme
Court of India, in Lalita Kumari, has put cases
arising out of matrimonial disputes in the
category of ‘preliminary inquiry’ before the
registration of the FIR. The recent criminal law
reforms also place cases of cruelty by husband in
the domain of ‘preliminary enquiry’ before
registration of the FIR.

In addition to these checks to prevent the
registration of an FIR in false or frivolous
complaints, the courts have also addressed
another area for potential abuse in case of
Section 498A — rampant arrests of husbands and
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their family members. The power of arrest was
rationalised at two levels. First, by bringing a
statutory change to the Code of Criminal
Procedure in 2008, and the second, by judicial
dictum in Arnesh Kumar (2014). The 2008
amendment introduced the ‘principle of
necessity’ in the matter of arrest. In Arnesh
Kumar, the Supreme Court effectively plugged
the unbridled exercise of arrest powers by the
police in cases that saw the use of Section 498A
cases, by introducing a checklist and enforcing
‘notice for appearance’.

In Satender Kumar Antil (2022), the Court
further strengthened these institutional checks by
directing the release of a person on bail if
arrested in non-compliance of the directions in
Arnesh Kumar.

As an ‘arrest offence’

The National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB)
report, ‘Crimes in India’, suggests that Section
498A has remained among top five ‘highest
arrest” offences till 2016. Thereafter, it was within
the top 10, which suggests that the steps taken at
statutory and institutional levels have had an
impact. Although the registered offences under
this provision rose from 1,13,403 in 2015 to
1,40,019 in 2022, arrests declined from 1,87,067 to
1,45,095, as in NCRB data during the same

period. This was suggestive of safeguarding the
liberty of the accused without making
compromises with a victim’s right to her access to
justice.

The proposal to introduce a quasi-judicial
committee, alongside a restriction on arrests
during a designated cooling period, might prove
to be an ambitious step on paper. It may be
attributable to the absence of a statutory
authority to implement these directives as well as
the undefined scope of their jurisdictional
applicability. The recent ruling undermines a

victim’s pursuit of justice by denying her the
opportunity to have her complaint addressed in a
timely manner.

Despite filing an FIR/complaint, no action can
be taken until the “cooling period” concludes,
thereby exacerbating the victim’s plight even
after lodging the complaint. The idea of
introducing a ‘cooling period’ and referring the
complaint to the FWC falls outside the ambit of
the statutory and institutional framework.

This reminds us of another instance of judicial
experimentalism. In 2017, the Supreme Court, in
Rajesh Sharma, gave similar directions for
constituting FWCs and the forwarding of
complaints to such FWCs. The one-month period
provided to FWCs, in Rajesh Sharina, is akin to
the ‘cooling period’ devised by the Allahabad
High Court. We should not forget that the
directions in Rajesh Sharma were not welcomed
by the society at large. These were termed
‘regressive’ and beyond ‘judicial competence’.
This resulted in the rollback of the directions by
the Supreme Court within a year.

A three-judge Bench, in Social Action Forum
for Manav Adhikar (2018), overturned the
directions in Rajesh Sharma and restored the
victim’s right to prompt access to justice and the
supremacy of the criminal justice functionaries in
the reporting of crimes and the dispensation of
justice.

Revisit the ruling

It becomes crucial for the Supreme Court to
revisit its ruling as the apprehension surrounding
the misuse of the law by the victim and the abuse
of power by the police has been addressed
through legislative and judicial measures. The act
of forwarding complaints to FWCs is beyond
legislative intent, against the functional autonomy
of the criminal justice agencies and, most
importantly, dents the victim’s pursuit of justice.

GSPaper 02 RIEGIERISEIIG]

NI P YRA B JUITelt &Y BT & GOUURT B Ad+ SR
W Feal & Wfsal & forw @fva =g gRfEa 9 & §9 Jgad &9 a9

I1eu?(150 Te)

TSR Y YRT 498 (316 HRAR 1T WiRdT, 2023 H1 4RT 85) daTfed BRI H Algarst &I Har ¥ saq &
forg Srffafid &Y 18 ot 37 aul & geuanT & SR ® Riasit 3 799 &1 ¥ RwaR) & s afdie ¢k
faemdt JRem Il @1 o o g1a g 7, Raift dua s wifite s9a (2025) H gHiH SIE A ARG
I AT & GRS &1 SRHR 34T, s &l 7gH Bt "Fiei Tikgs” L= &1 1. o 3R e
HRATS I Ugd RIGTA! B! URAR STl IAfd (FWC) BT ST TRT 4T | 3MTelIh! bl dob g fob I8 "=l
yanTare” difsd & @Rd =g & fYSR B! HHSR BT & 3R RIS AT GRIFT Pt Wl Dl
HHSIR BT ¢
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sy RS Hm

1. 3MTSURI BT YRT 498A (1983) HT I
o Tfgarsf ®I BT, Tgol I 3R W & ¥ Famy|
2. ST o Rads a1l YR&f IUrd
o AT FHART T T IWBR (2014): THIMRSR ¥ Ugd ddligd fadral & URNG Sid &1
SRR EARIES
o SNGHARTAHNERIST (2014): WATdRRUAIRAI®Haed foear mm; gfow & fo
JHTeRe U Pl T3 |
o IAGHUARSIIA (2022): STHHIGUAUHIG AT BT T STgT 3R HHAR b [GRMAC B
S ISBEEIER IR
3. fauyrdt grem sur
o TIRURNNERNYT 2008: TREARIGIT Saxgemdl & fRgid &I U foear T
o BNSS 2023: YRS e Al &1 4uft § Afgarsii & RIaTs Hral &1 SRR W1 T & |
4. o =fe uanT
o oI M S JUT ST (2017): G BHic A W-TpI1 Rrerral & o Thssegd! & 164
o1 ey faar — e *u F uformdl & =0 & el &1 15 — HHd SR & o
IR TR BIRH (2018) A aqg o forar |

Hc BN JgH

. 3AEEIE 3 AT [GRMHCR (2022): GETAN &I o & forg i fifas” + Fwe day i
fopar |
. SCUSRHe (2025): Rraif due A # 39 fE=nER & SRR 3@
. STEET:
o " 3T H TR HHGR B 3T MU Hifsd — T7g R I s9pR bl
o SMTIRIAIG =T WRRIT &I HHSR HRl § — ThSedy & U His auTd feR T8l 7
o 498A/BNS 85 & faurft /¢ A W 3
. ST (NCRB):
o 498A % TEd Usiidhd HIT 1.13 TRI (2015) ¥ FgdR 1.40 AR (2022) B 7|

o RRUaIeat 1.87 @G (2015) ¥ GTHR 1.45 TG (2022) BI T8 — Sl UGS ¥ B BIH B g Y&
JUTat & eRifet g

gdteasdt & forg uRifear
ifer

. URT: 498 U MU, URT 85 SITATY, SPHARIQRCT |
. OGN S IRdfdes A TR TSR SeTl
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| UMiya | (& oo senvicss
g@1 fazawor
GRNIEORE R
1. "=Tes TRNTATE, gt b 331G U BT 5, SRR Uit SIAH BT 3ifish a0l B T SiRad gial 5|
YR 498Y/dTTH 85 & HeHHaab< |
facryoTTeS SmaT:

. i iRTS/Thewgdt & WA FPo! TRERT B Jdhd §, ST &I Waadl B 8T HRT & |

. fauer: fifea & 2 T & ot fomT STaR & BT a1 T, 3igwse 21 (TRAT & 1Y Siiaq &1 HABR)
Dl HHGIR DHRHAT|

. R SR I AT AlhadT: SHETAd ARAT IR & Tolld BT T4 H Y=l Bl g |

. 3T B (G S TS Al & ST Aal YRET U (3FR HUR, 2008 HHRURT JuR)
PIAIIDHRAT |

e

ThHS&gH! &1 JUH DI T 0 3R Hei divas Ja1ied Hal Sl & geudnT & aR & =il fidr
& R ¢ | gTallioh, I8 "= JanTare” Wied & aahTa < & SHUGR BT HHGIR B 3R I 3R
3{ETEd! P WA BT HHSIR B BT SNRIH ISTT & | 3T TR & Raare faemd oik <nfie R
U & 1Y, HRT ! UTfBerar IR-BT 3rga- el for fom, Sifigad ot TadadT &1 RET iR Afga
ISl &t QR & A1y Iferd 1 g1 e ¥l el T-=amagut SioRifeies =g gorelt # feaer tRierr iR
3R < dF UG GIH! DI I8 38 & forg el IR iR O foaRa-rsa=ads |
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