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Indian Economy

15 3[R, 2025 P, TUFHA R AGr 7 U1 a9 da1 WaAdT feadq Hwor (103 fBre) o, ford 3=
3M1fe, JREM SR ddb-a! &3 § STAMRA W 3eTd T 2P0 Ud fhan| afYe AR d1d, YR
frafd R oAR®! Yoo SR &g JRe Ridreff @ guyfl ¥, 39 UINor 3 IUHfae W, FaER 3R
SRS 1 YR&M & T YR o YA ol Tifdsd faha|

PM Modi makes strong pitch for self-reliance

PM’s Independence Day address peppered with
announcements of economic and other reforms

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi made
a strong pitch for

self-reliance in his Inde-
pendence Day address,
with policy prescriptions
for economic- and securi-
ty-related reforms, For any
nation, even today, the
yardstick of aatma sam-
man (self-respect) remains
aatmanirbharta  (self-re
liance), he said, also using
the speech to warn of a
conspiracy to change the
country’s  demographic
make-up.

The speech was pep-
pered with substantive an
nouncements on reforms,
which Mr, Modi presaged
by stating that “self-re-
liance is not limited to im-
port-export, rupees,
pounds or dollars, but [is]
linked to our own
strengths and capabili-
ties”. The speech gains sig-
nificance in the context of
the 50% tariff on Indian
goods announced by US.
President Donald Trump,
and included an oblique
reference to the conse-
quent challenges faced by
India. Mr. Modi said that

PM highlights the successful use of Indian arms
and weapon systems during Operation Sindoor

Key announcements

Prime Minister
Narendra
Modi, in his
Independence
Day address,
announced
economic- and
security-
related
reforms, and
emphasised
sell-reliance.
Highlights
from the
speech:

India needed to be bigger
by its own strength, not by
trying to reduce the foot-
print of another country,
adding that the “economic
greed of some countries is
evident”, without naming

Pillar of development

Starting with the deploy-
ment of Indian arms and
weapons systems during
Operation Sindoor, which
he said had perplexed the
enemy, Mr. Modi empha-

3T 3= 3R fa=eryor
1. 3 JurR 3R srefafzar

SIEEet 2.0 TR BR— U B IR - 3R HTIRIH TSN Pt DIl DI HH B BT AT —
IR FIHAT 3R ITHIGT BTl & IGIdT|
. B?ﬁwﬂ%mgmwuﬁﬁ_)mmm) 3R ST (2017) & dTE 3 I gust Uigl &
JYRY BT Ybd |

Mission
Sudarshan
Chakra
India will be
building an
air defence
system by
2015 to not
only shield
military and
chvilian areas
but also to
strike back
in a precise,
targeted
manner

sised that self-reliance in
the defence and economic
spheres is the cornerstone
of a developed India.

The Prime Minister an-
nounced two major task
forces, one to initiate se-

cond generation reforms of

the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime, eight
years after its introduction,
and a high powered task
force for next generation
economic reforms.

“You [Indians] will get a
Diwali gift, the task force

Pradhan Mantri Viksit
Bharat Rozgar Yojana

The scheme would give a one-
time grant of 215,000 to first-time
employees in the private sector
and incentives to the private
sector to create employment

Nuclear energy capacity
India will aim at increasing its
nuclear energy capacity 10-fold
via its 10 nuclear energy plants
by 2047

Made-in-India
semiconductors

India will launch ‘Made-in-India’
semiconductor chips by the end
of 2025

PHOTO; SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

on second generation GST
reforms will result in major
relief in prices of essential
goods,” he said. In a bid to
boost employment genera-
tion, he said the govern-
ment would create a new
corpus of 21 lakh crore, the
Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bha-
rat Rozgar Yojana, which
would give a ¥15,000 one-
time grant to first-time em-
ployees in the private sec-
tor, and incentives to the
private sector to create em-
ployment.

The government also
aims to reduce the com-
pliance cost for medium,
small, and micro enterpris
es (MSMEs), hoping the re
lief from fear of arbitrary
legal actions will give a fil
lip to a sector that creates

jobs.
“India  will launch
‘Made-in-India’  semicon

ductor chips by the end of
2025 Mr. Modi said. He
emphasised the need for
innovation in Al, cyber se
curity, deep-tech, and op-
erating systems for global
competitiveness. Six semi
conductor units are alrea-
dy on the ground, and four
new units have been given
the green signal, he said.

The Prime Minister de-
clared that India would
build a “Sudarshan Chak-
ra” shield weapon system
by 2035. This will not just
protect military and civi-
lian areas but will allow In
dia to strike back in a pre-
cise, targeted manner,
underscoring the coun-
try’s commitment to stra
tegic autonomy.

Demographic mission

Mr. Modi made a mention
of the anti-Naxal opera-
tions especially in Chhattis-

garh where he said terror
corridors had now become
green corridors. He did,
however, warn of a “con
spiracy to change the de
mographic character” of
the country, especially in
border areas.

He announced the esta-
blishment of a High Po-
wered Demographic Mis
sion to deal with the
challenges posed by this is-
sue.  “Infiltrators  are
snatching away the liveli
hood of the youth and are
targeting the sisters and
daughters of my country.
They mislead innocent tri-
bals and capture their
land. The country will not
tolerate this. When demo
graphic change takes place
in border areas, it causes a
threat to national security,”
he said.

Repeating that he would
stand like a wall between
the world and the interests
of Indian farmers, a reflec-
tion on U.S. demands in its
tariff negotiations with In-
dia, the Prime Minister
said the need of the hour
was to reduce fertilizer de-

pendency on  other
countries.
Noting that a major part

of India’s Budget was con-

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

Announces mission to check the ‘conspiracy
to change the demography’ of border regions

cerned with procuring fuel
and energy from other
countries, he said that In-
dia would aim, by 2047, to
increase its capacity of nu-
clear energy 10-fold via its
10 nuclear energy plants,

Self-reliance in critical
minerals was also flagged
by Mr. Modi, with the
launch of the National Crit-
ical Minerals Mission, to
explore 1,200 sites where
such minerals are to be
found,

Praise for RSS

The Prime Minister singled
out the Rashtriya Swayam-
sewak Sangh, the ideologi-
cal mothership of the BJP
and the Sangh Parivar, for
praise.,

As the organisation
nears its century mark, he
called it a golden page of
Indian history devoted to
service, “probably the lar-
gest NGO in the world.”

The address also made
history for its 103-minute
duration, being the longest
August 15 speech by any
Prime Minister of indepen-
dent India, and also break-
ing Mr. Modi’s own 98-mi-
nute record during the
78th Independence Day
last year.
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o TYFEH fAHTRIT YR AR TSHT }1 TR IRIS BT DIN)— ol &8 § Fyfaadl & dicig— &
1Y AR ol TR &M |
o THUHUHS UEd— SIUTAH ANTd & ST 3R T BT RATS  GRET — AT 11 FRIS YR
@I ASATR ¢ aTet & & fore Hgaqul|
. WW—»ZOZSW"%-Q-MW“aWWWUﬁ%W%ﬁW@W%
Heaqui |
o TIE, SU-Ip, YISR YR&T B! §¢TdT — YR Bl AP ddb-e! ufaaei § ®iH feamar 31

2. Y& 3R Arfe W@

o SHTRA RIR e — Wzl 8RR SRR Aifed §U — AR YR & d8d &l WoRNHRu Hi

HAgd PR 5|
o 2035 P "Ya=H Tk Xics TR WO — I&T H dAh-1h! 38T &1 Udb |

o 2047 I TRHTY SHoll & B ¥ AT gfa — W5 SHoll 3R Soll Y& YA B ]|
o ST He@yUl WS AR — 1,200 Ridl B @IS — AT FHRAT B8 B & e uEifaes |

3. FFwirEI®! 3R & dadh faarg

o I Xfad e SR fiRH — Hiaradf &3 # "S9iRere! deaq ot Ao &t Sird &A1
o SHHIRHAD! I AT YREM Y TS — GHUS, SATSHfaeDT & fod Wawl, Sffearal &1 YfH H1 Sfea|
o A fAEt THAAT P TRIGT: "3MTdHare! MARI &l g¥d TerdR| & dgaT!”

4. Y 3R fami & fa

o IRF A R FRAT HH HA B Ufddgdl— fHaml o Wrawar YR &A1 $iR aedt Wedr B
hH hRATI
o AP TUR garal O, 3sMfket TR araf) I frarl @ gRem & e U1 v el

5. YT 3R IS MaTH

o IHRTHLH B! URNT— HRTHTY & T "dfYP TAeial" & U H Ydleal a8 G 5H R JAIRD R
DI HoTgd fobar|
o 3T TP BT JIY T WdFdl [GaH HINU— UciBIdHD AP Ho L TR iR |

e

o JYMHA AIEr BT 2025 BT WaAdl 4T UV YdidhTdd TaHam I 31 §gHR AR 2.0 &I
QBT U HaT g1 AR & 3fdies Guri, &M TN, qoh-Ie! TR, SRS T JRET
3R Sl WddT ¥ Sifed gu, I8 IfHINT 2035 3R 2047 & forw Agamiel weg FMufftd @xar g1
guieedt & o, a8 o GuRi, W0MIaS Wraar iR AP YR&T & WRER YHIE I GRI1dT 5, adl
HRA & U ardtel 3R dfyd &9 9 ufeudf wfad & &0 & IURA &1 3Thien Bl SoR Sl g
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: 2025 & Waadl fgag Jaied & e H, Fufafad syl = foar sifve:

1. 3IUTEH DI TS T 3R SMAIH I3 B DI HH B & (078 "SITHCT 2.0 TRS B HT T3 foodl
TR

2. "= T fics SRR Yo, o 2035 0% T A HT AT &, HRA & IRHATY SHoll HRihH I Fafdd
gl

3. ol &3 ¥ AR o &1 WTed B o [T 31 TG PRIS & DI & 1Y FUHHAT [dhrRia YRd
JASATR Trei1 &1 GIyun Bt 7S g

4. TP HEIYU WG A= 1 I52T ST FMHRdl 1 HH B3 & Tt <=1 & HieR Iurifde @i el &t @il
E2E I

SR AU T Hul B ¥ B 4 el 82
(a) Had 1,2 3R 3

(b) Had 1, 3 3R 4

(c) Haa 2 3R 4

(d) 1,2 334

3xIR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: UITH HIdl BT 2025 o WaAdl [6dq bl Jae MMHAMUR HRA & J0HITdd [addl & e DI |
faeT &1 o § - o onffer guR, d@-e! TaMR, SHAIREA®HIT JR&T 3R & WRHRUT M B
(150 Words)
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o TYMHA & 2025 & Waadl fGaq Taied 7 ARG B URd & fdb & HeMl & Hg H 9|
Hfgetsif & 7 Haa Al & =u § e [ 3t afhy IR Tfad & Tu A TWHR HXb, g HIVT
YRd & grTore-3fde Hifara fanst 7 ve simewf scae o <xiar g1 g8 dfies Ixfadeor &t
AR YR, TATARN fawr iR Haue Jedl & o § R Sl g

TReT faRwart sik Hewd
1. fafay &= # wfgent

0 TIE-3U Y AP 3dRe db, 3R [ I b IR Jaif db,

Afea gRuRe arerell &1 del ¥ dre & 2
o TSI ¥ AT Pl & Ugd S BT WIdD BT &7 &3 |
e gAY H T Hid BT URR g

2. W94 JETIdT 9YgI & Aread | fdfe axrfaaewor

o TH S <t 3R eraufd el Ao el § fob b areiion
Afeart I+t R ¢ godbd! &1 381 B
o Gl IS Y 311 Afgelsl BT d@ufd g9 1 YHAT UR
%bw THEM™--g@ ardl Td URad B & HI a=iial
|

3. Haunfe fAdaar

o BT AgdT 3R SemaT Jamge St Afger Farsit &
Y GIIfeT, FHAT 3R R & YA e J Afgarsi &
ANTE Pt AR TR UHT STal<t ¢

o 39 faaR &1 q¥ &<t | & ot axifdaesor 7 76t g,
gfcss HRd Pt AlpdiAe A A s o Ffgd g1

4. Hiferma fAfgard

OWWWﬁ
U I gidT 8: 4H
3R geg I Uoit|

o Al & IR® & ¥4 H AT ¢ ¥ I HeaTu-3I=d
u%ﬂ%sﬁ@rw%w-&nwﬁﬁwﬁm‘fﬁehﬂ%mﬁﬁ

|

fahT ¥ S ¥ T 01
H I WG, Iod TR

‘Women not only
beneficiaries but
drivers of growth’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said that
women in India were not
only beneficiaries of a ris-
ing economy but also its
key drivers.

“From start-ups to the
space sector, from the play-
ing fields to the armed forc-
es, our daughters are mak-
ing their mark. Today, with
pride, women stand shoul-
der to shoulder in the
country’s journey of deve-
lopment,” Mr. Modi said in
his address to the nation
on Independence Day.

“Every sector now
proudly acknowledges the
strength of our nari shakti
[women’s power],” he said,
mentioning the first batch
of women cadets who
graduated from the Nation-
al Defence Academy
(NDA). “The whole coun-
try was filled with pride at
that historic moment”.

A new identity

Mr. Modi also praised the
transformative role of wo-
men’s self-help groups
(SHGs), saying that pro-
grammes like the ‘NaMo

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

Drone Didi’ have given ru-
ral women a new identity.
“I am happy to inform the
nation that, with the sup-
port of our nari shakti, two
crore women have already
become Lakhpati Didis,”
he said.

The Lakhpati Didi
scheme, also known as the
Lakhpati Didi Yojana, is an
initiative by the Ministry of
Rural Development that
aims to empower women
in SHGs to earn a sustaina-
ble annual household in-
come of 1 lakh or more.
Several of these ‘Lakhpati
Didis’ were present at the
Red Fort on Friday as spe-
cial guests.

Drafters of Constitution
Mr. Modi also paid homage
to the visionaries who
drafted India’s Constitu-
tion, especially highlight-
ing the role of women lead-
ers in shaping the
document.

“Our nari shakti also
played an important role.
Leaders like Hansa Mehta
and Dakshayani Velayud-
han made significant con-
tributions in strengthening
the Constitution of India,”
he said.
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e

o TYHH A1 gRT AfGAsT & fah™ & IR & =0 H Ud H1 U HaRl fdem Ared & Ui URd
& Ufdsgal 1 Jobd oal 8| U8 UdibIcd Jbd! T 3T dgds ARG &1 e aitaros, Irnfores
ORadA SR YIS Geul & dg § R T 5| JHTHH & Y, Ig YT 59 910 TR IR &l §
%%@ré?%wﬁlwzow%mmm%cﬂ%ﬁdﬁﬂﬁf@f@ﬁﬁ%@?ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁ
g Rrd g1 T |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
UY: YRd ¥ Aigar arfaas<or ugal & de H, Fafaied s3i w faar s

1. Al et A1 JrHT AT HATed &1 U Ugd & o] 3exd WY 9giadl 9Hg! (SHG) ST Afgarsi
& HH Y HH 31 TG Uiday HHH H 9 91 5

2. T S <Idl HRIHH HN T IATGH dgMH & T Afge ad TeTad T9g! I S YaH HRdl g

3.€wﬁ€gmﬁvammwwmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁaﬁ%@ﬁuﬁuﬁﬁw$ﬁﬁmﬁw
InTer faam

SRIGd HYA H T B I Tg1 82
(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Had 1 3R 3

(c) Fad 2 3R 3

(d)1,2 3R 3

3N d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YT § At 3« ffepg @yl 76t €, Sfcd [9e ! ithd arae g 1~ SMfde, Tl 3R GauT-d
a3t # Afgarsh &) TR&d I & I A 81d ol H DI T8 WHR! Ugal & ATaid H 59 HUT WR Ia] HIf|
(150 Words)
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HRA & UG &Y 2025 H T Hedqul a-1d TIE0T ¥ oR 7 §,
Fifh SARDT = T W TATT TR URT edb (25% 3R FHAd: 50%)
o fear 8, for e 2.8 Fis @l &t 3irefifaest R AR ue &7 ywifaa
8l 3T 81 U8 Ul Thd IR WR A FxRar &t sHsiial 8k
YRA P AR IVHIG T HHA-Id IRAT Bt HTIDHA DI FIR
Ht 81 WPR Pt Ufafhar—Haid Jada fiwe Sdivn) # seaa—
frafa & Teieus SR THuauHE S i & fom e iftw
AF VB DI 3R IR B ¢

g@1 fazawor
1. 3nfde yuma

o SR # THUUUHS: ax] Faid § AU 45.79% &1 A6
3R 28 FRIS T 3B <N P! AR S T THIHUHS The
o P ufaa A |

o &3 I1a: I UTeH 3R a¥%d SN, S STHT 13.5 HRIS
Tl 1 SHoiifdes] 1 A 8, Fafd § Rl Jear &1 |
PRI 8| BU DI TR AP 3R TS Jeadl B AN 3Dt
foriia HATIRY P! g2id g

2. fiforra ufaferar

o fFata FaeH firem @dium): I fFafd sor, YramE S ik
TR-STIR 1137 & AL & o 22,250 HRIS & uRaag &
1 qOR a1 77| 316 Ao UTe 3R a¥d I ol Y s
A B & T 58T faR frar s w1 81

0 WBHR H1 B@: T JfeTs! T SABR, Tfs- FUT 8d, SIHT
o 3R IoIR fAfefiepur ot THEATE T

3. JUHITA® STATH

o AR & 1Y TARTY: A Teifes Ugd P STavia
fguefig =R araft v@t g3 §1 TR% gg fadd peifa
W fFRar ot darsf &1 S9R #xd § |

o 3P 3Mfe Raeaft ¥ qap: WU TY &1 TF W Foll
fFRar 3fiR 99 R g gt &t ke twa-wa fFlkar &
SIREHT 1 ¥@ifdd Bl 5|
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A paradigm shift
India needs to think anew on its trade
relations and strategies

n August 11, the central government im-
0 plored India’s seafood industry, that pro-

vides livelihoods to about 28 million peo-
ple, to “bravely face” the U.Ss tariffs of 25% that
kicked in on August 7 and which could be raised
to 50% on August 27, contingent upon the out-
come of trade negotiations. On Wednesday, high-
ly placed sources in the Commerce and Finance
Ministries told The Hindu that the government is
exploring “tweaking” the Export Promotion Mis-
sion (EPM), that was announced in the 2025 Un-
ion Budget, with an outlay of 32,250 crore for the
current fiscal year. The EPM, a multi-Ministry
project to drive access to cheaper export credit,
overcome non-trade barriers and insure pay-
ments from overseas buyers, focuses on India’s
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME).
Initially meant to be driven by the Ministries of
Commerce, MSME and Finance, discussions are
on to include the Textiles and Fisheries Minis-
tries. These two industries, which collectively
support about 135 million Indians, form among
the largest segment of MSMEs that are likely to
face the most impact due to the sanctions. The
U.S. typically accounts for roughly a third of In-
dia’s apparel and seafood exports annually.

The government’s imploration to also diversify
into other markets is a tacit admission that the Bi-
lateral Trade Agreement negotiations with the
U.S. are deadlocked, and that the personal equa-
tions between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
U.S President Donald Trump have not translated
into a win for either side. Bilateral relations have
arguably hit a level lower than during the Cold
War, as the two nations were not as enmeshed as
they are now, economically, culturally and milita-
rily. Trade and service routes and supply chains
take decades to build and undoing them over-
night is not possible. This has been clear from the
European Union’s reliance on Russian oil and the
global dependence on rare earth elements from
China. While consultations have been ongoing
between the government and MSME sector stake-
holders ever since Mr. Trump announced “reci-
procal tariffs” in April, there is a chorus now for
drastic governmental intervention to safeguard
the backbone of the economy — it contributes
nearly half (45.79% in FY25) of goods exports and
employs over 28 crore people. The fisheries sec-
tor has sought a 240-day moratorium on pre- and
post-shipment credit repayment, while the tex-
tiles, apparel and gem and jewellery sectors want
interest subvention. The government has, howev-
er, ruled out direct subsidies. But unprecedented
challenges require novel responses. The govern-
ment must include in its arsenal a drastic refash-
ioning of near-term trade ties with neighbours, in
particular, China, which it had ignored in the
hope that the assiduous cultivation of ties with
Washington would pay off.
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o fafaehemvur &1 Sraegear: MR, 3hidT, afe MRt WR 31t e Higd HA1 3R 9 & a1y
Ao SeY YUMHTaP GR&f T&H &R 9dd g

e

o 2025 W HRA &I AR AT Hald 0T & TRaTES GURT iR fafadiamur & aopra saxadhd
B IOR H! &1 T Tbe had R Ufany &1 a1 g, dfcsh THIYTHS, S HRa rfoqawy 1 g
g ¥ Ndoiire i & GRET A o i 81 Pl Jad= forem & s e, &g savs

&1 TR P 3R SARST ¥ W AUR AENdl W AGAR &b, HRA dadH Hau™ &l
AR, fafay oMk fay TR R ufoueff TR T3em & g A scd Iohar 8|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: 2025 H YRA-3ARSGT AUR drdl & TRy e ddei & Yagd o AldaiTd deAlid ol SHisfl ol
iferd HRdT | | HRaH fFaid R R 3fg & ey & eierTers fazawur HIfST| (150 Words)
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IUATE URA B o AR SHidRe & FAadl d ¥ T 61 g1 399 3, HeRidrg]-af-are faRyRT W)

TR TaTaare! sfigiad HyT "SHidRd JReM & oy Jau TST TRT" 7| §TAlTh, BT B ST AHRIaH odl &
IR fIRTae &7 Tobd &d 8, 3R By 78 H=A 3 Y 2026 d 3% Yol IeH ot Hiawmamf off 1 81 75
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The politics of insurgency, the decline of Naxalism

cross history, making predictions has

been a hazardous task. Nevertheless,

leaders of all types continue to make

predictions, only a few of which turn
out to be true. In today’s world, where Artificial
Intelligence (AT) is leading to more uncertainty,
making predictions has become still more
hazardous. For most of history, the safest
prediction has been that things will continue to
be much as they are. Political leaders should heed
this,

A case of contrasts

A concern across the world is that a quarter of
century after the September 11, 2001 artack on
the Twin Towers in New York, the threat of
terrorism, far from receding or abating, still
remains alive. Many instances of ‘copycat killings
continue to take place. There has also been a
spurt in Islamic State (15)- inspired vehicle
rammings of late, the most publicised case being
the one which took place in New Orleans, U.S. on
January 1 this year. Well before the New Orleans
attack, the 15 had orchestrated and inspired
several other attacks of a similar nature across
Europe. Counter-terrorism experts believe that
Jihadist groups were only beginning to intensify
their terror attacks in several countries. Online
campaigns were, meanwhile, inciting more ‘lone
wolf” attacks. Alongside this, anti-lsrael protests
in many parts of the world, seemed to provide
more grist to 1S and al -Qaeda-sponsored terror
campaigns,

Doomsday predictions that tomorrow's
terrorists will be even involved in more
sanguinary campaigns than earlier ones are
cmerging. This is thanks to the advent of AL The
warnings are that Al-enabled terrorists, together
with terrorists, are gaining access to ‘bio
weapons', which could lead to the killing of
thousands. Another given prediction is that
misaligned Al could break free of all human
control to unleash unthinkable harm on society
and the world at large.

The scenario above is, however, very different
from what is being seen in India of late, which
features a declining curve in militancy, at least of
ideologically-oriented terrorism. The accepted
wisdom is that the current declining curve of
Naxalite or Maoist violence heralds an end to
ideological rerrorism in the country. A normally
taciturn Union Home Minister himself indicated
that the end of Naxalism is near, and that
mid-2026 would mark the final demise of Naxalite
violence, If so, it would spell the end of what was
once perceived to be a vibrant,
ideologically-driven, militant movement which,
in its heyday, had captured the imagination of
youth and intellectuals, and also energised what
philosopher Frantz Fanon had referred to as the
‘wretched of the earth’, viz., tribals in the deepest
forests and the “urban poor” in the cities. Till now,
however, what had been witnessed were several
“false dawns’ {as for instance towards the end of
1970s and at least twice thereafter prior to the
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end of 20th century). The elimination of Naxalite
vinlence had, however, never been officially
pronounced till date.

The revolutionary fervour seemed to
evaporate all too soon. Even while revolutionary
leaders such as Charu Mazumdar, Kanu Sanyal,
Satyanarayan Singh, and Kondapalli
Seetharamaiah were being extolled, the
movement had slowly started losing much of its
sheen, degenerating into mindless violence —
initially in the urban areas, but soon thereafter
even in the interior jungles of the country. A ance
integrated revolutionary movement soon split
into separate regional entities, though the
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)
remained for quite some time, the leading light of
the movement, An all-India fervour was markedly
absent, and the movement became centered
around the hilly and forested regions of central
India, especially in States such as Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh.

The promise of a "Spring Thunder Over Indiy’
in the early 1960s, had, no doubt, attracted some
of the best and the brightest of the generation at
the time, who were fired by a revolutionary zeal
(following the successful revolutions in China and
other parts of the world, including South
America). The heroes of the time were
revolutiona such as China’s Chairman Mao,
Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh, and South America’s Che
Guevara and the like. Even as Charu Mazumdar of
Bengal was being hailed as ‘the new Messiah’, the
resounding slogan was “China’s Chairman is our
Chairman', Yet, the early promise has begun to
be dispelled.

The campaign against Naxalism

Beginning in 2024, and under directions from the
Union Home Minister, a sustained offensive was
launched against militant Naxalite groups in
different States, The data on Naxalites killed in
encounters vary, but it is generally accepted that
a few thousands were eliminated. Police chiefs in
the worst Naxalite-affected areas have provided
their own counts of the numbers of Naxalites
eliminated or killed. But perhaps, the most
authentic figure on the numbers could be found
in a booklet released by the once banned CPI
(Maoist), which admitted that during the past
year alone, 357 Naxalites had been killed in
encounters with security forces across the
country. Among the killed, according to this
report, more than a third belonged to the
women's cadre.

The epicentre of violence was the
Dandakaranya region which spans parts of Bastar
district in Chhattisgarh, Gadchiroli in
Maharashtra and several areas of Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh. The shrinkage of territory was
compounded by internal bickerings and a series
of leadership crises since the removal of M.
Lakshman Rao alias Ganapathi in 2018.

On the surface, the war on Naxalism might
seem to parallel United States President Donald
Trump’s “war on terror’, launched soon after he
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took over as President for a second term. Yer,
there are marked differences. The U.S. President's
offensive was launched not so much against
ideologically inspired militants or terrorists, but
against those elements who did not believe in any
ideology other than that of attacking the ‘great
Satan’. The offensive launched by the 1.5, was,
hence, markedly different from that employed in
India, where Naxalites lived and identified closely
with villagers and their ilk. The use of brute force
was not seen till recently as the answer, except in
exceptional circumstances. To compare the LS.
President’s attacks against Jihadists in Somalia
and Yemen — based on the logic that Jihadist
groups were plotting against the U.5. - with the
tactics employed by the Indian security forces
against Naxalites would, hence, be an error,
There were, and still exist, many checks and
balances in the Indian context on the use of
deadly force, even st adversaries who
believe in overthrowing the established order
through violence.

The campaign against Naxalites and Naxalite
violence, has, by and large, been conducted
along certain well-defined lines. Preventing
revolutionary groups, however high-minded they
may proclaim to be, and irrespective of the
grievances they have, from disturbing the
established order has, however, been the set
objective of whichever government
hasfgovernments have been in power in Delhi or
in the States. Admittedly, the original Naxalites
were filled with revolutionary fervour and were
intent on putting in place a more democratic
order. However, having failed to achieve their
objective, they soon began to resort to
indiscriminate violence. Having said this, it is also
true that even while they resorted to
indiscriminate violence, most groups retained a
veneer of ideology.

A new term

The distinction is important and vital. Currently,
the misuse of the term "urban naxals’ has given a
distorted view of the original Naxalite movement.
The origin of the *Spring Thunder Over Indiy’
initiated in the late 1960s, was based on certain
principles, however misdirected these might have
been. The Marxist-Leninist Movement also had a
well-defined structure and a robust philosophy.
While not denigrating today’s ‘urban naxals', the
latter seem, at least for the present, tobe a
loose-knit group of intellectuals who are opposed
to the actions of the administration and the
government on several policy aspects, Today's
‘urban naxals” have little in common with the
original Naxalites.

Wrong classification could and would have
unintended consequences. Inability to identify,
comprehend and implement policies to address
such matters can again magnify the risk they
pose. Better understanding of the facrors
involved is needed to avoid incurring high latent
costs, It is vital to avoid blind spots that arise due
to cognitive bias or short-sightedness,

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,goA ] \ rﬁ;T.TUTE]

Ui

IIIIIIIIIIIII

o AP TR W, sidwarg sift off wrdien a1 gon &, fSTeTd! T W FFSA iR ST Heuy o
T AT HI SOATIR B |

o 3P ARG, URT TaTddIe oI fIaRYRT A IR UG & HHSR TS T 71418 §7 38T 5
2. Tagedrg § fR1ae & s & oR®

o IRET 3MHHUT: 2024 T, TSHRUT 3R 37 & | AT T 7 b el el BT ThMET B fear 8,
S Arafarfedl & e Rigs MU |

o I e X Adrsil G, 2018 H UML) FI g ¥ iRk ade gal

o JAING ITE BT BN N "HRA W Td TRe" & ¥U H = gofl, T8 HifdPpRI e & & sea
a7, R afge TaYd 3R QM e SeiT-UeH U TS |

o  HIfors-Siie gxaaT: snfeardt &af ¥ I &1 U, FUBRT Alor1el 3R gHardl aid &
IR 7 TRIH THTE B HH I [T

3. fapa ST - e AT

o WA TG 3Gl daTR®, WRIT 3R HA-ga uRad- & I I T, Taid e T I’ Wsg Pl
T YA SRIgAf T aTd gfgsifadl o aféd HRaT g |

o Y TE b T TV Y IRAMGD TRl SR AlbdiiAD ST &b & B 3@ Yot g4 Pl Tel g,
Forer =fifcrer reagad et gt 8

4. ifaird g

o YRd BT DBV MRS & "3Mddwdle & g g I i 7, Fifer S0 9 YA 3R oW &1 e
ST AT 7T & 3R Sfenefel fiFar R fg=or s ¥ o g |

o M B I SO 3eRTd, YfH fERY 3R U Haieh il 1 R o3 3R g8 Aidd e &
2 for IuaTe U =l & gAsifad 7 81|

e

o THIAAIG P U J2RD IAIG & [3¥g YR B el AT H Teb Woberell b Uellep g1 bR fl, forgra
TTaTe § % Siid &1 99T I Ugd "INUIY YTHS 81 Gl o | YRE ST, THaR faswr oik diedize
3T & T Bl FIAHR Th e IS SHaass g1 URA I & AT el uiten S
&= & ifd & Yeg B 3R 1Y B "WE TR O dadll B gIUdNT ¥ g9 | B, Sl Aidbdid
WIS B HHSIR HRA BT ST TaT I § |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: TRIedlg, fordt HH HIRd & g "sialie JRa&m o1 T 98T WarT TardT SITdT U, 319 dell | &4 gl

TR 21 39 FHI § f5d SRPT ST AN & 3R AT TP ¢ FUT § fbY A IHRA D1 4 AP Tl 7
(150 Words)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



\'(o VUF
Vishv INSTITUTE
UMIYA CIVIL SERVICES

Foundation

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS {

Page 11 :GS 3 : Indian Eco

y

8T 51 H HUd YRA-gob HId IR FHSAI (THEIY) § HERIY & BI¢ 3R YHid SRR fpaml & g omem o1
fehur TS §1 YR SR W Ugd T 8% IR B! JHIE PR, Tg THAIY S0 3plehl 3R et o
gfagfedl & gaed g & aoR | Hiaayfddmd &I 9eTdl 81 &) gaedr 3 &1 Yf¥ ard fami & Tyd ard
g &9 & AU, g8 T 9 Had I 3 &1 Ydid ¢, dieh Aied HN Aled & HEH J IS
afRkaed &1 ot Ul 21

Why Maharashtra’s small, marginal
farmers are rejoicing over UK. FTA

Collective farming is helping thousands of small and marginal farmers in the grape capital of India to reap benefits of international markets; Farmer
Producer Company (FPC) Sahvadri Farms exports 22000 metric tonne of grapes 30% of which goes to the United Kingdom market

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

km from Nashik, 35-

year-old Chhaya Thete
wakes up early morning to
send her children to a priv-
ate  English  medium
school. Tiffin  packed,
meals cooked, she then
heads to her farm to see if
the stems in her vineyard
have changed colour. Due
to unseasonal rain, she is
worried about diseases on
the leaves and if the yield
might reduce.

But there is one thing
she looks up to this year
more income on export
quality grapes. She is excit-
ed about the India - UK.
Free Trade Agreement,
(FTA) whereby Indian
grapes can enter UK. duty-
free. For Thete, with a mar-
ginal holding of almost two
acre, it promises better in-
come, standard of living
and disposable income.

Nashik district is called
the grape capital of India.
In 2023-24, India exported
over 3 lakh metric tonne of
grapes, valued at over
$400 million. Maharashtra
is its biggest producer. U.K.
has consistently been one
of our top importers. And
most of the harvest goes to
the European market,

With the FTA, Indian
grapes will now become
more competitive in the
European market and
stand a better chance
among competitors like
South Africa and Chile ex-
porting to the U.K. sans ta-

l n Nilwande village, 50

riffs. Indian grapes were le-
vied an 8% tariff earlier but
for small and marginal
farmers, a majority in In-
dia, the chance of exploit-
ing the opportunity comes
with collective farming.

Over the last decade or
s0, Thete and her husband
Dnyaneshwar Thete, have
repaid a bank loan, bought
more land for grape cultiv-
ation and built a small bun-
galow on the land where a
thatched roof once stood.
She cultivates exclusive va-
rieties of grapes like Ara.
And she is not alone

In the neighbouring vil-
lage, Vijay Wadje (49) and
his young son are equally
excited. They have been
cultivating some exclusive
grape varieties for export
for a while now. And the
experience of sending it for
export has been different
from local sales.

“I have been in grape
farming for 25 years now.
Earlier, I used to cultivate
Sonaka variety and sell the
produce in the domestic

market. But not only did I
get a poor rate, the income
was also not fixed. We had
to pack the grapes our-
selves and take them to the
trader who would hardly
ever pay on time. But then,
over a decade ago, | saw
people around me cultiv-
ate Thompson variety. |
saw them prosper.

“So | decided to try my
hand at it. And since then,
there has been no looking
back. Today, | cultivate
Thompson, Ara varieties.

“The produce goes to
the company. We get time-
ly payment as per the qual-
ity of the produce. There is
strict testing and quality
control. The higher the
quality of my grapes, the
better the price.” He owns
25 acre and each acre
gives him 100 quintals.
Each kg earns him 60-
100, based on quality.

His son Rahul Wadje
(23) joined his father three
years ago while doing a
part-time agriculture di-
ploma. He is one of the few

i

youngsters who want to
continue farming while
others are looking for jobs.

“l want to continue
farming. But it is not sufhi-
cient. I want to simultane-
ously start an agriculture-
allied business like provid-
ing hardware or mulching
paper for agriculture,” he
said. He has been con-
sciously carrying out expe-
riments in the farm to im-
prove the quality and is
acutely aware of the strict
quality control norms
farmers have to follow for
the produce to pass strin-
gent export norms,

“We test our soil five
times a year. We also test
our vineyard regularly. The
petiole testing is crucial.
The European market is
very strict. They test taste,
colour, variation. They
want each berry to be the
same size, to have the
same taste and colour.
They don't want chemicals
in the grapes. We follow all
the international norms.
Our grapes are the best

b
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Nashik have reaped benefits via collective farming, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

quality for eating. Even we
eat them right from the vi-
neyard. If we buy grapes
from the market, we need
to wash them thoroughly.
But that is not the consid-
eration for the export qual-
ity grapes we grow."

The secret behind the
change in fortune is collec-
tive farming. They are all a
part of the 14,000 farmers
associated with a Farmer
Producer Company (FPC) -
Sahyadri Farms. In a coun-
try where over 90% farm-
ers are small and marginal
farmers, the collective has
given them bargaining
power and strength to gen-
erate volumes to compete
in international markets.

‘Do or die’ situation

“We are in a do-or-die sit-
uation when it comes to
being competitive in the in-
ternational market. The
only solution for a country
where most of the farmers
have less than one hectare
land is collective farming.
Without this, we can’t
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create our ecosystem and
can’t make it profitable,
That ecosystem should be
competitive at a global le-
vel. Then only can there be
real prosperity,” said Vilas
Shinde, CMD, Sahyadri
Farms which is one of the
leading FPCs and the lar-
gest grape exporter in In-
dia with a 17% market
share, It grows more than
30 new varieties, including
19 patented varieties. In
2025, Sahyadri logged
more than ¥,900 crore
sales. Over 14,000 farmers
are associated with Sahya-
dri for grape production.
The FPC said the FTA
will lead to at least 15% bet-
ter returns for the farmers,
“For grapes, India will
have great advantages. Vol-
ume will rise due to fair
competition. Along with
grapes, there will be bigger
opportunities for other
horticulture  commodities
viz. pomegranate, mango,
citrus fruits. It will lead to
end-to-end ecosystem, im-
proving standards for cus-
tomer requirement. This
will lead to greater learning
which will help farmers not
just in the UK., but in other
markets like Japan, U.S, It
will help in domestic mar-
ket as well. The demand
for premium fruits is in-
creasing. Food safety-relat-
ed standards will force the
farmer community to give
better quality,” he said.
Every year, Sahyadri ex-
ports 22,000 metric tonne
of grapes 30% of which
goes to the UK. market.
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Balancing code and commerce in UK.

Kingdom breaks new ground. Chapter 12 of

the India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) sets out a bargain that
trades some oversight tools for access, credibility
and scale. The trade-off has sparked a policy
debate. Supporters call it a strategic step into the
global digital economy. Critics call it a retreat
from digital sovereignty. Such agreements rarely
produce winner-take-all outcomes. They usually
end in negotiated compromises. On balance, the
gains look real, but they signal a need for guard
rails that keep pace with evolving risks.

l ndia’s digital trade compact with the United

The digital wins
The digital wins are clear. The agreement
recognises electronic signatures and contracts
and commits both sides to work towards mutual
recognition. That trims paperwork for
software-as-a-service firms and also lowers
barriers for small and medium enterprises.
Paperless trade and electronic invoicing make
cross-border documentation and payments
easier. And policy continuity on zero customs
duties for electronic transmissions protects a
software export pipeline that the Commerce
Ministry estimates at $30 billion a year.
Cooperation on data innovation can help too.
The text encourages pilot projects that use
regulatory sandboxes where required. That gives
payments and other data-driven firms a way to
test and scale tools under supervision, which
builds credibility abroad. Beyond the digital
chapter, the broader India-U.K. deal is expected
to improve day-to-day commerce. Industry
expects that as the agreement is implemented,
close to 99% of Indian merchandise exports could
enter the U.K. duty-free, with textile tariffs falling
sharply, including from 12% to zero on key lines,
increasing growth prospects in textile export
hubs such as Tiruppur (Tamil Nadu) and
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Ludhiana (Punjab). Analysts also point to more
doors opening in British public procurement for
Indian IT suppliers. Employers say social-security
waivers for short assignments could cut payroll
costs by roughly one-fifth. These moves promise
a wider and more predictable trade corridor.

The digital costs
Nevertheless, the possible digital costs deserve
attention. Critics have contended that India has
stepped back from source-code checks as a
default regulatory tool, as there is a ban on
code-inspection under the agreement. Regulators
can demand access on a case-by-case basis, tied
to an investigation or a court process.

Government procurement is excluded from
the scope of digital trade. Hence any access to
source code in products procured by government
is not restricted. While the agreement aims to
enhance business trust, it does not sacrifice
essential interests. A general security exception
exists. It preserves national supervision of power
grids, or payment systems and other critical
infrastructure, even if privately owned. The
restriction is only of good governance, ensuring
that action is not taken in a manner which would
constitute a disguised restriction on trade. Should
additional reassurance be required, a practical
step could be to accredit trusted labs for
reviewing sensitive code, under tight safeguards.

On government data, the posture is voluntary.
There is no legally binding commitment. India
decides what to publish and in what form. When
it does open a dataset, it should be
machine-readable and easy to reuse. This is not a
blank cheque for anyone to demand access. India
could also seek clear audit trails for cross-border
data intermediaries so that accountability follows
the data.

There is no “automatic MFN (most favoured
nation)” for cross-border data flows. Instead, the

trade compact

agreement creates a forward review mechanism.
If one side later signs a trade pact with tougher
data rules, the two sides consult on whether to
extend equivalent terms. There is a promise to
talk; not an autopilot extension.

A formal review is stipulated within five years.
As multiple versions of ChatGPT in under three
years show that Al is developing rapidly, future
pacts should have a review every three years to
align rules with risks.

Aligning with modern trade norms marks a
departure from past Indian practice, but this
makes sense for a country that is seeking a larger
role in the global digital economy. It reflects
India’s shift from trade scepticism to strategic
engagement.

Domestic foundations usually anchor external
commitments. The Digital Personal Data
Protection Act of 2023 still needs notification of
final rules. For future trade texts to build on that
framework, the rules need to institutionalise
open consultations before deals are closed so that
inputs are sought and concerns surface early and
can be addressed in time.

Steps to take

Digital treaties decide what governments can
regulate, what companies can expect, and what
citizens can protect. Chapter 12 of the India-U.K.
agreement is a milestone in terms of a first step.
In future, India should integrate market-openness
with regulatory oversight. It could accredit
trusted labs to review sensitive code under strict
safeguards and also mandate audit trails for
cross-border data flows. It could also
institutionalise broad-based pre-negotiation
consultations and schedule regular three-year
reviews of digital treaties. Together, these steps
show that sovereignty and global engagement
need not pull in opposite directions but, instead,
can power the modern Indian economy.
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