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Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The process of withdraw-
ing troops from the Line of
Actual Control needs to
“move forward”, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar told Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, as the
two sides began discus-
sions to improve bilateral
and trade relations in Delhi
on Monday.

They also prepared for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to China for the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit at
the end of the month. On
Tuesday, Mr. Wang will
meet National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval for the 24t
round of Special Represen-

WA g H

tative talks that focuses on
the resolution of the boun-
dary dispute between In-
dia and China.

In a special gesture, Mr.
Modi is also expected to
meet Mr. Wang on Tues-
day, ahead of his meetings
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping, at the SCO summit
in Tianjin. “Having seen a
difficult period in our rela-
tionship... our two nations
now seek to move ahead,”
Mr. Jaishankar said in his
opening remarks as the
two sides met at the official
venue, Hyderabad House.
“The basis for any positive
momentum in our ties is
the ability to jointly main-
tain peace and tranquillity
in border areas.”

“It is also essential that

Building ties: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar welcomes Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, in New
Delhi on Monday, as the two sides began discussions to improve bilateral relations. AnI

the de-escalation process
move forward,” he added,
drawing attention to the

1. HHT HET (T UR d1G HH HI)

fact that demobilisation at
the LAC and dismantling of
infrastructure, to return to

the status quo before April
2020, have not been com-
pleted 10 months after the

@1, off fguella gaul 31 987
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De-escalation process on border must move forward: Jaishankar to Wang

leaders met, although oth-
er parts of the relationship
have been restored.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Chi-
nese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Wang pointed
to global challenges, in-
cluding “unilateral bully-
ing” in “free trade and the
international order”, a re-
ference to the U.S. trade ta-
riffs. He said that China
was prepared to work with
India and other neigh-
bours to establish five as-
pects of “peace, tranquilli-
ty, prosperity, beauty and
friendship”. “Both sides
should carefully draw on
the lessons learned over
the past 75 years... view
each other as partners,”
Mr. Wang added.

Mr. Modi and the Chi-
nese President last met in
October 2024 in Kazan and
agreed to normalise ties af-
ter a four-year military
stand-off at the LAC. Mr.
Wang’s visit is the first such
ministerial visit since the
Kazan meeting, and part of
a number of exchanges to
restore ties between the
two countries. In June this
year, China and India res-
umed the Kailash Mansaro-
var Yatra for pilgrims, and
India has resumed issuing
tourist visas for Chinese
tourists. Both sides are also
discussing the resumption
of sharing river water data,
as well as starting direct
flights between India and
China, which have been
suspended since 2020.

o TIORHR 7 TR SR Pl [ aRAdD FHF01 I\ WR 1 HH B D1 UlhdT 3 Fg-1 aney|
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2. M BT vE
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TiReTe! Td PRIHH PHR-aad FATT gRT SIRT ATaf¥% o7 g Gaeml ((UaUmHud) & 3R, YRd B
SRISTRY &R S 2025 & 5.6% I GTHR S[ells 2025 H 5.2% BT ST | TP 1Y &1 Higdll 47 9 HFGRT &
EAUETSR) T 3 IR fid SHE™ SHAUM (SguieR) H uR off gof ¢ gelie 3 3ifhs GhRITH
I 3R §, AP 76 ATV & URA F 4 STOR B TR 51 §8 TRa-IeTH Il &1 gal aerl & |

Tdeur & g1 frsepy
1. SRR &R (G3R)

0 BT 5.2% (S | 5.6% I HH) |
o l k 3'4%’ E I: 7.2%| The Hindu Bureau
o) H%FITQ: DI 3.9%, QMG NEW DELHI

8.7%; ) 4.6%, The rate of unemployment

6.6%| in the country declined to
5.2% in July from 5.6% in

2. Y9 96 HRERI &% (Q'E'Q'liﬁ'lﬂalﬂ) June, shows the Periodic

Labour Force Survey re-

Unemployment rate declines
to 5.2% in July: govt. survey

) leased by the Ministry of
© ﬁ 41.4%I Statisticsyand Progran};me
HI%E”Q 25.5% (24.5% ﬁ Implementation on
m | Monday. )
o The Labour Force Parti-  The number of persons covered by the survey was 3,79,222
0 YW: 57.4%| cipation Rate (LFPR) for  (2,16,832in rural areas and 1,62,390 in urban areas). FILE PHOTO

o UMl TIY: 78.1%, UTHITI
afgad: 36.9%; W YoW:
75.1%, Q&< Afgad: 25.8% |

3. 4fi® STHIEAT 3UTd (WPR)

o B 52% (51.2% Y JW)|
o TTHITT: 54.4%, UGRT: 47% |

fazwor ofiv fAfgarad
o TPRIHAD S

women showed a marginal
increase to 25.5% in July
from 24.5% in June. The
LFPR for men stood at
57.4%, while for all per-
sons, it was 41.4%.

The LFPR for men aged
15 and above in rural areas
was 78.1% and for women,
it was 36.9%. “In urban
areas, the LFPR among fe-
males of age 15 years and
above during July was
25.8% compared with
75.1% observed for males

0 RN X | IiRIEIE o=y of the same age group,” the
Y F IO & H, AR survey noted.

FANTUT H GYR T Febdl et B

The unemployment rate
(UR) for persons aged 15
and above stood at 5.2%. In
rural areas, it was 4.4% and
7.2% in urban areas. For
women in rural areas, the
UR was 3.9%. For men, it
was 4.6%. For women in
urban areas, the UR was
was 8.7% compared with
6.6% among men.

The Worker Population
Ratio (WPR), which defines
the proportion of those
who are employed among
the total population, in ru-

ral areas for persons aged
15 and above was 54.4%. In
June it was 53.3%. The
WPR in urban areas was
47% and at the national le-
vel, it was 52%, 0.8 percen-
tile points higher than
June.

The Labour Bureau sur-
veyed 89,505 (49,355 in ru-
ral areas and 40,150 in ur-
ban areas) households and
the number of persons sur-
veyed was 3,79,222
(2,16,832 in rural areas and
1,62,390 in urban areas).

o Afgasfi & Il LFPR AfRRarsT &1 3fie UrieRt # T HiHe dfed IIgod Jgad &l Habd

St Bl

o WPR ¥ g, 31fties i & Iarees fafafiral & Taw 811 &1 dobd <ol ¢
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e TR :

o BT RIATRT &R I T g5 &, WHBR ARG & 1o (8.7%), ST AT SNUATRSD b iR, JR&i
e get ofik aeiiat B fadbed] ot B St Tra-Tes arerst &l g B

oa{éﬁm:gm 31t off FUD ©: G BT TAUHUISIR (57.4%) Higarst (25.5%) DI ga H R & of

|

o AR B OIS BT THT el [HdT T Hs -5 ABRAT HH dd- aId SFITETRSG & T 3fed-
AR H g Tavel g

o UTHIUT TATHUISR 3R SHYUISR & YUR HRIF U F IAUEH HaIR] & gl Ydhe-URd IehTR
& <= b g

o Hifora ursRiea:
o WEY AR Joi B! STaRaDhl DI Gicll 8, Ay T 9§ Ao ofiR Jarsfi 71
o ARAT-Hisd 9| il @=ra UfRIemr, a1 SEHTS Jfaum, JR&f, adic FisRan &) SaadhdT|
o T RIATRT &R F TR 3-SR R SRS AT IR ToR 36 &1 qgd |

e

o A5 2025 dH YR DI SRIGHIR &R BT GCH 5.2% I8 ST SRIHARIT & oY T IEoHd Wb g,
Sl i SO H hiHe YR I G 81 FTeilich, AAR ST g3 g -UrHI0T faHTeM, i srawramnd
3R IASHIR & U &I AP FAdIE 39 91 TR UHI ST & b HRd ﬁﬂwmﬁ?ﬁﬂwlqﬁwlm
IRAIAD ¢ | Tad [ah & T, YR H1 [0rEargul IR o, Afgansfi & YiiaRt g6 iR et
AR &1 HHIAT DI G B R A dbiad BT 1T, R 47 JURT DI GHART fdow™ & s
TRPHIT & ATY SIST S|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

fohT 7T YTHeh SHRREAT ST (S&gUISR) & TaH H, HafiRad § ¥ o

(A) SHIUAR P Ha SR | o e & U & =0 H gRUTRG foar man ]
(B) UTHIUT &A1 T SsegUISIR R8<T &1 o g1 H 3ifeies Tl

(C) S 2025 B gl H I TR W S=gUISR | fR1ae 318 ¢

(D) SEUIR HrIfe g ovf B} Sarct T SRISHTRY &Y AT B

31X: B)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: BTIedl YIUAUHEY 3Hidhe SRIVARI H TR1eE TR &, dfded HRd & 9H SIoR H IRa-TAS gAlad] ol H
3I9TTR HRd & | I BT (150 Words)
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YRd &1 U910 00 srdepr, e s
2025 ddb 20% SAAA-USId THYUT (E20) HRAT
T, BIaT o Dl HH BT 3R ATfad =
ad R AR B HH BT g1 3341, ST
ST A1 M egaiitie g™ 9 Ui U
S Y B, P TP W 3R WXl fadveu &
0 T Ud forar T § 1 gTald, $9 UM 9
aYA®, ddbie! 3R IMe SMYR W, favy
w0 Y o], a8 JHadl 3R crgdbiid
RRaTF ey H U I3d 3

AFID 3R B! Ugq
1. TG |Id

o TS (C-HR, B-HRD), T & W, ¢c
w,mmm@m@mm

I U |

The government procures ethanol aither from szarcans
cellulosic anc ligneceliulasic materials. KARTHKEVAN G.

3 2
d v materials like Chean

moiasses, B-haavy molas

£S5, SUEAMTANG.

What does science say about the
govt.s ethanol blending plan?

‘The ethanol push echoes past global experiments. Unlike the most celebrated example, Brazil, which began decades ago in an studlied manner.
Indias more rapid move towards blending has left drivers grappling with practical issues of mileage. corrosion, and higher service costs

Priyali Prakash
1 2021, the Government of India
said it will move to 20% ethanol
blending in petrol by 2025 with the
l\m pronged gpal of cutting carbon
dnd n'd

o U gHacH 3R Ighv O TolgHl
BT IUANT HRP YH HI 3A9d A
gfafdd e g

2. ST IO

While whh le% nnulvflni 1ohe
compatible with the new (nmpu-xikm

ethanol-blended petrol (E20) has left
vehicke-owners worried about the impact

Exhanol, or echy] alcohol, s a biofuel: it
is made from plant waste called lomass.
Regular petrol is 2 hydrocarbon made
from the fossilised remains of organic
matter buried for millions of years.

When mixed with a fossil fuel like
earol, ethanol acts as an oxygenate that
helps the petrol burn better.

Maldng cthanol
Under India's ezhmammdmg

owmza@ﬁﬁmaﬁlﬂﬁﬁéq
q AISAS HH Hdl g

o 3fiacd =T 3= — ST Ton
3R G5 G&aT § UR HRdl g

o STEATITe! Wﬁf: ol 9 A1 § —
S gunferdl § ST o, 3Ry 3R
SERIY BT SR |

3. T8l R UM

o3TYAd BS-VI ATE (Sl =0T
SHhEdl & ) &g HUGS! DI

procures
ethanol r|I|Irl lnnu sugarcane-hased raw
materials like C-heavy molasses, B-heavy
molasses, Sugarcane juice. SUgar, or sugar
syrup, or damaged foad grains like
‘broken rice, maize, or cellulosic and
lignocellulosic materials.

Motasses is a byproduct of sugarcane
production. It is , dark syrup about
0% rich in st in be fermented

C heavy molasses is the final Iy\rpmdun
of the sugar production process,
molasses content around 28-32%, B h v
molasses is an intermediate byproduct of
the same process and has a higher

5 content, ranging from 48% to

52Z%.

Ethanol is made from molasscs by
fermentation - using yeast enzymes to
catalyse the breakdown of sugar
molecules in the presence of water. An
everyday example of fermentarion is

er soda. If you put ginger, sugar, and
water in an airtight contalner for a few
days, it becomes fizzy.

This is hecause the microbes in ginger
feed on the sugar, refeasing carbon
dioxide, which makes carhonic acld with
water.

In the first step of ethanol production
from molasses, sucrose molecules in the
syrup are diluted with water. Then they
break down into gluense molecules in the
presence of invertase,

“These glucose molecules firther react
in the presence of 2ymase to form ethannl
and release carbon dioxide.

Producing ethanol from food grains
and lignocellulosic materials also involves.
other processes that break them down to
fermentable sugars finst. Lignocellulosic
Dbiomass is plant matter with a high
carbohydrace content and is usually
composed of parts not used for food o
fieed. This biomass is rich in celluluse,

Y

hemicellukose, and kignin,

are, energy efficiency
ors are key to understanding

s energy efficiency: the calarific
value and the octane number.

The calorific value of a tuel denotes its

rming efficiency
e do ¢. However,
the government has maintained that the
drop in fuel performance is not significant
and that it is governed by a mix of other
factars, including “driving habir
maintenance practices such as oil changes
and air filter cleanliness, tyre pressure
and dhgnmtm and even air conditioning

Thl octane number is a measure of 2
fuel's resistance to engine knacking or
hurning prematurely. Frthanol has a
higher octane number than petrol. Thus,
It has the potential to reduce the knock
resistance significantly, Howeve, because
of its lower energy content, the amount of
energy the engine can extract per litre of
hlended fusel decreases with Increasing
ethanal content.

“T'his said, the drop in mileage drivers
have ralsed concerns about won't be
significant, Sudheer Kumar Kuppil, a
research fellow at the London Schoal of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, sai

“The compensation for having lower
energy would be quite Jow when yo
moving from E10 to E20,” Kuppili said. “It
would be significant only when we shift t
100% ethanol. Most of the uproar these
days about the reduction in vehicular
mileage is fuclled by many factors, which
are difficulr 1o assess”

In fact, experts said the thing to focus
on here s ethanol's hygroscopic nature.
That is, cthanol has a considerable
tendency to attract and attach water
molecules to itself. This in turn atfects the
wehicle’s companents and fuel
nerformance in new ways.

Independent expert Noble Varghese
sald the main concern s the increased
possibility of corrosion.

“Ethanol affects the rubber
components of a fuel system, which are
mainly the piping. the fuel tank, the
injectors, the filters, and the combustion
chambers. The combustion chamber and
the engine black irself are not as affected
by cthanol, but what is affected is the fucl
nk, the rubber piping, and the injector,”
Varghese said,

“Ethanol rends 1o artract water, sa |f
the vehicle is not used everyday, wal
tends to collect in the fuel tank, which is
corrusive for the tank, This causes
another problem too: rust particies mix
with fuel and g into the fuel line and chog
it)" he added

“rhat in itself will reduce the mileage.
This is not primarily because of ethanol's
thermodynamic properties but more
because of the components, which are

When the blending happens, it alters
the stoichiomerrie ratio. f.e, alr-to-fuel
ratio, which in turn affects the speed of
i release

not suited to E20 fuel.”
Th( sovernment has, however,

parts and gaskers designed for the
non-blended fuel is “inexpensive and can
be easily managed during routine
servicing”

A statement released by the Ministry of
Petroles um .md Natural Gas (MoPNG) on

id this change would be
nce in the lifetime of the
vehicle” and at “any authorised
workshop.”

Kuppili also said moisture won't be a
significant problem.

“This might be a problem for older
vehicles, which are prahably already
wirn out. This should not be a problem
for BS-IV or BS-VI vehicles. The fuel's
hygroscnpic nature might have a
noticeable effect when you are in colder
parts of the country. Howewer, in those
regions, fucls are usually mixed with
additives 10 avald freezing.” he explained.
you are using a vehicle
any moisture that accumulates
aporated by the hu.h engine
temperatures (~400° C)," he said.

Kuppili wished to clarify that he ha
wurked on this particular issuc of the
fuels.

Comparisons with Brazil

Comparing the Indian cthanol blending
story with that of Brazil may not
justified, as the South American country
curvently uses 127 petrol as well and
paced this upgrade our over decades.

Brazil first decided to lower its
dependence on imported petral in 1975
with its Prodlcool programme during the
ail crisis in the 1970s. Over the next few
vears, it tocused on building capacity by
working with researchers, expanding the
production of ethanol from sugarcane
with the specific purpose of mixing it with
petrol, providing subsidies, incentives,
and tax breaks to reduce the costs of
production, and increasing the
competitiveness of

“The country also has a large markes for
vehicles fit with flex-fuel engines that
allow vehicles to readily adapt to petrol
with different ethanol fractions.

This isn't the casc with [ndian vehicles.
According 10 Varghese, the electonic
U(mtrul unit in an engine is hypersensitive
fi went, which it derects
amomaw.ally

“If you put more ethanol in fuel, its
chemical properties change, and

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.

therefore the cngine management system
has to be able to adapt, and older cars
might not be able to do that,” be said,

By way of solution, he said mechanics
conld quickly connect the unic to a
computer and update the fuel
composition settin

weser, one senior industry executive
told The Hindu that vehicles that don't
have edectronic control units and i injectors
can't be made c ibl
fuel The executive ‘about
\rrluth.s until the rollout of the BS. \1
on standards (in April 2020) were
mechanically carburcted, meaning they
didnt utilise any electmnic units with
sensors to regulate the delivery and
treatment of fuel.

“When the blending happens, it alters
the stoichiometric ratio, i.e., air-to-fuel
ratio, which in tum affects the speed of
combistion and heat release,” Kuppili
said. "Madern vehicles have sensors
called electronic control units, which
monitor the oxygen content and aler the
amount of fuel and air needed.”

With ethanol-blended petrol, he
added, “you would need less air than
usual, a8 ethanol has an oxygen atom. Sa

this reduction can actually reduce
puuumn emissions such as NOX, M, and

“The etranol blending policy itself is
excellent. It has been successful in other
parts of the world,” Varghe The
ideas of energy security and saving

import duty are excellent and true, Tt just

needs to be paced better.”

£

The principle of recalibration

The executive said the sensor’s main

purpose is to manage the spark timing

which determines the release pattern nf

the fuel and combustion inside the
cylinder.

The clectronic control unit uses the
spark p(ug to create the spark that ignites
the fuelair blend in the combustion
chamber. Older vehicles, l.e., those
lacking the unit, have been timed 1o a
different fuel and are thus hard-coded for
a different spark timing.

Since E20 brings more oxygen to the
fuel-air mix, the executive explained,
engines may have to be recalibrated by,
among ocher measures, advancing the
pressure for combustian and its eventisal
timing by two to three degrees. In other
words, the engine will have to make sure
combustion happens carlicr so that there
are no issues with starting the vehice and
with maintaining an adequate air-fill ratio
acress all load eonditions and speeds.

This customisation isn’t possible with
mechanically carbureted vehicles.

The executive also affirmed that the
adjustment would increase cost.

o have to pay the calibration
engineer and the vehicle component
engineers.” he said. The Latter “charge
good money.”
(With inputs from Saptaparno Ghosh)
privali prakash@thehindu. co.in
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UY: 99 399 & ¥U § 53T & deH H, Fuferfad sy w? faar sifew:
1. SAATA Pt 3HTge T Ui I 34fde gt 3l

2. 3T T SHHY AF Ui I 3ifeeh giar g

3. 3T pfa & AR gt 3|

SR U T B & A B 1/ T /82

(A) HId 1 3R 2

(B) $ad 2 3R 3

(C) adl 1 3R 3

(D) 1,2 3R 3

3R: O)
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Alaskan winds, India and the Trump-Putin summit

he "alaska Moment” between United

States President Donald Trump and

Russian President Viadimir Putin on

August 15, 2025 will translate to other
objectives for Ukraine as Mr. Trump engages with
Ukrainian President 3 hevy and
LEuropean leaders, leading up to a possible
teilateral summit in a quest for the end of the
Hussia Ukraine conflict. For New Delhd, however,
the Alaska Summit did not yield the clear-cut
outcomes many had hoped for before the
meeting between the leaders of two of India's
closest friends. Nor did it help the pecullar sense
af vulnerability that Indian diplomacy faced, of
having so much at stake in a meeting while having
s little agency in its results.

Broadly, the Narendra Modi government had
hoped thata U.S.-Russia rapprochement would
take off some of the pressure from the U5, Tndia
has felt over its ties with Russia. However, while
there was a visible warmth in the Trump-Putin
exchanges, this did not result in a less chilling
tone that Mr. Trump has had towards India. He
has been taking India to task on a number of
issues,

More specifically, hopes rose that the Alaska
meeting would result in a rollback of the 1.8
planned 25% secondary sanctions on India for
buying Russian oil; the resumption of India-U.S.
trade talks that Mr. Trump has held up over the
Ruissia ofl issue; and a subsequent vevision of the
25% reciprocal tariffs already in place. Ina
severely-worded piece in the Financial Times
{"India’s oil lobby is funding Putin's war machine
— that has to stop™), Peter Navarro, who is Mr.
Trump's Sendor Counselor on Trade and
Manutacturing, virtually dashed such hopes,
making it clear that the double tariffs were a
“two-pronged policy™ by the 1.5, to *hit Tndia
where it hurts", for both the Russian imports and
Tor its curbs on market access.

No change in India policies

Nor was there any indicator that Mr. Trump
would let up on the other pain point: his
counter-narrative to the Modi government's
account of Operation Sindoor (May 7100 and how

Trump repeat that he has mediated the
India-Pakistan ceasefire, using trade as a leverage
torcorral hath sides, but he now adds that a
nuelear conflict would have followed as both
sides were “shooting down airplanes”, a version
at eomsiderable adds from that of the Maodi
government, which has thus far conceded that it
had no losses in the conflict.

Thus, the first takeawsy from the Summit must
be this: while Mr. Trump's re-engagement and
hanhomie with Mr. Putin may help Moscow, it
does not mean a revision of his policies toward
India. In any case, the rationale behind the
secondary sanctions on Tndia is dubious, and
more about power games than about punishing
Russia. The 115, has itself increased its trade with
since Mr. Trump came to power and China
oil have heen consistently
larger than Tndia’s. Hitting Tndis with sanctions
while feting the Russian President and ignoring

China’s actions seems to indicare that the reasons

The wvisible
warmth in the

Trump-Putin
exchanges did
not result in a
less chilling
American tong
towards India:
the lesson for
New Delhi is
that it would
need to take a
firmer stance if
it wanrs o ger
hack its agency

for the U.57s actions lic elsewhere. Many have
suggested that Mr. Trump has acted out of pique

upset that Mr. Modi ignored his claims o have
mediated with the Makistanis. Reports suggested
that Mr. Modi also rebuifed U5, moves for him to
sit down with the Pakistani leadership in Riyadh
or in Washington, and that the Modi-Trump call
o Juise 17 was extremely acrimonious and
awlkward as a result. Mre Trump's more obvious
focus appears to be recognition for his
peace-making efforts, and a possible Nobel Peace
Prize, and the Modi government has already
missed the bus to give him the credi for the
Operation Sindoor ceasefire that Mr, Trump so
clearly wants.

MNew Delbi must decide whether it wishes to
jump through hoops for Washington, or whether
it would be more sensible to step back and allow
the Trump administration to do its worst before
assessing a response and turn its energies o
other parts of the world. There may be avenuves o
shore up India’s options on trade relationships
with Mr. Modi's upcoming visits to Japan and then
to Chima for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation meet, a possible visit to the U.S, for
the United Nations Geperal Assembly, and then
South Africa for the G-20 summit, There is also
I, Putin's visit to India soon. The bellwether
event tor India-U.5. ties will he the upcoming
Quad Summit {India, U.S., Japan, Australia) that
Irndia is due o host Later this year. 1t §s still
unclear whether Mr. Trump will visit India,
especially if no India-U.8. rade deal is done by
then, and whether the Indian government will be
in any mood to roll out the red carpet.

Returning to substance

The second takeaway should be a lesson in not
allowing "Summitry” to overtake India's hroader
interests, For more than a decade, the “Modi
mantra” of forejgn policy has been about
personal magic and chemistry, of dealing
one-to-one with leaders of other countries, as his
imprimatur on hilateral ties, As a result, visits
abroad have been judged by the number of joint
public appearances, handshakes and embraces as
well as special honours and awards that are given
o the Prime Minister, rather than the actual
agreements and concessinns berween them, With
China, however, the 18 one-on-one meetings
hetween Mr. Modi and China’s President Xi
Jinping hetween 2014-19 did not generate the
requisite understanding to foresee Chinese
Penple’s Liberation Army’s transgressions along
the Line of Actual Control and the Galwan
clashes.

With the U.5., too, Mr. Modi's close
engagements during the Trump 1.0 tenure (the
‘Hewdy Mo’ rally in Texcas in 2009 and the
“Namaste Trump’ rally in Gujarat in 20200, as well
as his e oy Washington under the Trump
2.0 administration in February 2025 should have
given the two leaders enough of an
understanding of the other. Given the shocks that
have followed, it may be time to turn back the
focus to substance over style. But that substance
becomes more diffic o seek in Trumpian
times, given that most foreign policy decisions
are heing taken by Mr. Trump himself and a small
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ring around him in the White House, with few
appointments being made on the desks that deal
with India in the ~ational Security Couneil or the
State Department. In the ‘good times” Delhi and
Washington have worked well, even without a
U, ambassador in place in India. But at present,
it is clear that a senior envoy with a keen
Imowledge of India as well as the U.S, President’s
car are necessary to navigate the tuwrbulence in
tes.

Maintain a political balance

The third besson of the past few months is that
Indin must reclaim bipartizanship in diplomatic
relations, and build and maintain ties on both
sides of the political spectrum, regardless of
which party is in power. [n the U.5., the
Democratic party establishment was unhappy
about the Trump-Modi rallies because they were
held just months before the U.S, presidental
electon in 2020, and India had w spend some
time, subsequently, repairing ties with the Joe
Biden administration. Four vears later, this
annoyed Mr. Trump, the Republican contender,
especially as he felt the contrast between the
cloge personal bonhomie while he was in power
and the fact that the Mr. Modi and his envoys did
not spend dme with him when he was out of
power, including during the three times Mr. Modi
travelled to the U.5., in 2021, 2023 and 2024, to
hold talks with Me. Biden. Closer home, this
bipartisanship has been proven to trip up India's
ties in the neighbouring countries as well -
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Mepal and the Maldives,

Fourth, Mr. Trump's penalties on India's
import of oil, after the U3, allowed, even actively
encouraged the purchases before, show how
fickle the global power can be and how furile it is
for Tndia to foregn its principles in order to please
a particular regime, India’s time-honoured
principle of only acceding to UN-mandated
sanctions was broken in 2008 when the
government bowed to Mr. Trump's threats of
sametions against Tranian oil, and then
Venezuelan oil, possibly emboldening him to
demand the same against the use of Russian oil
this time. By accepting such unreasonable orders,
India does not just risk economic losses in
foregning cheaper oil. It also hecomes complicit
in the U.5s foreign policy ohjectives that do not
necessarily align with India's national interests.
Canversely, when Tndia resists such moves, it
wins the support of others in the Global South.
And while they ohject, western powers
grudgingly accept India's strategic autonomy in
these matters.

Fin. Jew Delhi must consider measures
and countermeasures to deal with ULS, actions
that burt India’s inferests acutely — like the
reciprocal and penalty taritts that will make
Inclian goeds far less competitive than those of its
exparting rivals, curbs on LS, manufecturing in
India, or the remittance taxes on Indians working
in the 115, Getting hack India's agency will
require a firmer stance — ome that is not bufteted
by the winds in Alaska, at a summit meeting
thousands of lilometres away from Tndia,

subasinibgpthehindi_ oo
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What true empowerment of women entails

he trial of former Janata
Dal (Secular) MP
Prajwal Revanna,
tainted by every trick in
the book that power can muster,
from legal intimidation to
procedural delays, could have
been yet another grim entry in
India’s long and exhausting
history of justice denied. However,
this case was different because a
47-year-old domestic help, with no
wealth, no political connections,
and no media machinery at her
disposal, refused to be worn
down. She braved high-profile
legal muscle, relentless attempts at
discrediting her, and the quiet but
crushing social pressures that
compel victims to disappear into
silence. She didn’t disappear;
instead, she stood her ground.

The language of empowerment
India loves the language of
empowerment. We put women
entrepreneurs on magazine
covers, we host conferences
celebrating women CEOs, and we
create awards to honour women
leaders in politics, business, and
culture. Yet, when a woman
without privilege takes on the
powerful in a court of law, we
often treat her as a passing
headline; not as a hero whose
actions have fortified the very
concept of justice. Our narrative of
empowerment too often belongs
to those who have the resources to
recover from failure, the networks
to cushion backlash, and the
privilege to choose their battles.
We rarely extend the same
recognition and support to
women whose fight is not for
market share or boardroom
representation, but for their very
survival. Women like this domestic
help are not just defending their
rights; they are performing a form
of public service. Their win
strengthens the jurisprudence for
every woman who will walk into a
police station trembling, unsure if
she will be heard.

And yet, the moment the
verdict is read, the applause dies
down and the state, which was
happy to bask in the optics of
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Women who
fight for justice
deserve more
than applause;
they deserve a
future

justice served, does little to ensure
that these women can rebuild
their lives. The women return to
the same environment where
abuse took place, facing
retaliatory stigma, finding
themselves jobless because it is
“too much trouble” to employ
someone who has been in court,
or sinking under the weight of
legal debts incurred during the
fight. If governments, corporates,
and civil society are serious about
“women empowerment”, they
must provide these women
structural support — legal,
economic, and psychosocial - to
ensure that victory in court does
not translate into defeat in life.

The way forward

We need state-funded survivor
compensation schemes.
Frameworks exist to provide
financial compensation to families
of crime victims in categories such
as terrorism or industrial
accidents, so why should a woman
who has stood up against
entrenched power, faced
character assassination, and
endured court battles not receive
similar recognition and financial
security? The compensation
should be calculated not only to
cover legal expenses but to secure
a minimum period of stability.

We need dedicated legal aid
cells with special funding. Most
women in such cases are
bankrupted by the legal process.
While legal aid exists in theory, it
is woefully under-resourced and
often inaccessible. States must
create specialised survivor
litigation cells with professional
advocates, forensic experts, and
victim support officers, funded on
par with public prosecutors in
high-profile cases.

We need guaranteed
employment pathways.
Governments, public sector
undertakings, and corporates
should create direct employment
quotas for survivors of legal battles
against abuse and harassment.

We need psychological support
and trauma recovery. Survivors
require structured access to

long-term counselling, peer
support networks, and therapy
sessions, funded by the state and
supplemented by CSR initiatives.
Trauma recovery must be treated
as a right, not as a luxury.

Most importantly, we must
institutionalise survivor expertise.
Women who have navigated
intimidation, isolation, and legal
complexity should be trained and
appointed as counsellors for
victims in police stations to guide
them through the first and often
most critical reporting stage; as
mentors in community legal
education programmes to
demystify the justice process for
other women; and as members of
Internal Complaints Committees
under POSH laws, where their
lived experience can lend
authenticity and empathy to
workplace grievance redressal.
This will not only provide
survivors with income, but ensure
that their courage is
institutionalised, not forgotten.

One might ask, why we should
single out women like this? Why
not simply improve the justice
system for all? The answer is
simple: they are fighting battles
that, in the absence of systemic
reform, remain exceptions.
Supporting them visibly and
meaningfully sends a signal to
both potential victims and
potential abusers that the state
does not abandon those who
resist, and that the cost of
silencing them will only rise.
Moreover, recognising these
women’s courage in concrete,
life-changing ways reshapes our
national idea of empowerment.

Applause is easy; it costs
nothing. But when a woman risks
everything to hold a powerful man
accountable, society owes her
more than praise; it owes her a
future. That future must be
secured through a combination of
immediate economic support,
long-term professional integration,
and the legitimisation of survivor
voices in policymaking and
institutional culture. Only then
can we say that empowerment has
been delivered, not just declared.
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T, SToNaT SR GREm YA H & g g
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The path to ending global hunger runs through India

ith global chronic undernourishment
w now on a downward trend, the world

is beginning to turn a corner in its
fight against hunger. The United Nations’ newly
released The State of Food Security and Nutrition
in the World 2025 reports that 673 million people
(8.2% of the world’s population) were
undernourished in 2024, This is down from 688
million in 2023. Although we have not yet
returned to pre-pandemic levels (7.3% in 2018),
this reversal marks a welcome shift from the
sharp rise experienced during COVID-19.

India has played a decisive role in this global
progress. The gains are the result of policy
investments in food security and nutrition,
increasingly driven by digital technology, smarter
governance, and improved service delivery.

Revised estimates using the latest National
Sample Survey data on household consumption
show that the prevalence of undernourishment in
India declined from 14.3% in 2020-22 to 12% in
2022-24. In absolute terms, this means 30 million
fewer people living with hunger — an impressive
achievement considering the scale of the
population and the depth of disruption caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The transformation of the PDS

At the centre of this progress is India’s Public
Distribution System, which has undergone a
profound transformation. The system has been
revitalised through digitalisation,
Aadhaar-enabled targeting, real-time inventory
tracking, and biometric authentication. The
rollout of electronic point-of-sale systems and the
One Nation One Ration Card platform have made
entitlements portable across the country, which
is particularly crucial for internal migrants and
vulnerable households.

Maximo Torero
Cullen

is Chief Economist,
the Food and
Agriculture
Organization of the
United Nations (FAO)

India’s decisive
role in the the
world's fight
against hunger
is a result of its
policy
investments in
food security
and nutrition
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These innovations allowed India to rapidly
scale up food support during the pandemic and
to continue to ensure access to subsidised staples
for more than 800 million people.

Now, progress on calories must give way to
progress on nutrition. The cost of a healthy diet
in India remains unaffordable for over 60% of the
population, driven by high prices of
nutrient-dense foods, inadequate cold chains,
and inefficient market linkages. That said, India
has begun investing in improving the quality of
calories. For example, the Pradhan Mantri
Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN)
school-feeding scheme, launched in 2021, and the
Integrated Child Development Services are now
focusing on dietary diversity and nutrition
sensitivity, laying the foundation for long-term
improvements in child development and public
health.

New data in the UN report also shows progress
the country has made in making healthy diets
more affordable despite food inflation.

What is happening underscores a larger
structural challenge: even as hunger falls,
malnutrition, obesity, and micronutrient
deficiencies are rising. This is especially so among
poor urban and rural populations.

The agrifood system needs transformation
India can meet this challenge by transforming its
agrifood system. This means boosting the
production and the affordability of nutrient-rich
foods such as pulses, fruits, vegetables, and
animal-source products, which are often out of
reach for low-income families. It also means
investing in post-harvest infrastructure such as
cold storage and digital logistics systems, to
reduce the estimated 13% of food lost between
farm and market. These losses directly affect food

availability and affordability.

In addition, India should further strengthen
support for women-led food enterprises and local
cooperatives, including Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs), especially those cultivating
climate-resilient crops, as these can enhance both
nutrition and livelihoods.

India must continue to invest in its digital
advantage to drive the transformation of its
agrifood systems. Platforms such as AgriStack,
e-NAM, and geospatial data tools can strengthen
market access, improve agricultural planning,
and enhance the delivery of nutrition-sensitive
interventions.

A symbol of hope

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) notes that the progress of
India in agrifood system transformation is not just
national imperatives; they are global
contributions. As a leader among developing
countries, India is well-positioned to share its
innovations in digital governance, social
protection, and data-driven agriculture with
others across the Global South. India’s experience
shows that reducing hunger is not only possible
but that it can be scaled when backed by political
will, smart investment, and inclusion.

With just five years left to meet the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), including SDG 2 (Zero
Hunger) on ending hunger, India’s recent
performance gives this writer hope. But
sustaining this momentum will require a shift
from delivering sustenance to delivering
nutrition, resilience, and opportunity.

The hunger clock is ticking. India is no longer
just feeding itself. The path to ending global
hunger runs through India, and its continued
leadership is essential to getting us there.

STATIATHD URIE0T BIFTE, TUT THSISH-2 (YEHI! DI JHTW D) & AT DI U
H | 3 arell FAaal TR UHT=T ST | (150 words)
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Teaf:
U AP THUSH BT Ad-aH RUIC (THINTHSATS 2025) I Ual Iadl & fob A U0 2024 T GTaR 8.2%
(673 TRfera <) g STE, S HE™RT ¥ URT gl 1 I M| 39 WIid $T b YHE DRI HRA H &1
T T GUR B, T8I HUINTT 14.3% (2020-22) T TEH 12% (2022-24) B T § - Forasy 30 e @ Y@ 9
aa%r@:% 3 AHAdl Bl 99 AdoHe faavur yume (diehew), e e iR aivor-ahfaa aemrsi &
JURI P! fean S g
TG SUdfedr
1. TEiTy &1 (RIGR

0 SMYR-Tam TediHvl, TAARS v, 3-feiud ik ue-crsr 53¢t ofb|

0 Teh Y Ueh =M BTS A UISTSTert GHTEd b, foray yaredi 1 & g

o AEMRY & R 800 fferH § 31t arviffal a6 uga 99118 TS |
2. NYUT-3gF TS

o UTTH TINuT (2021) 3R SIS MR fafdear R Hfgd g
o T ERWITd & JTavlg W 3R & deat arqd |

3. fefored iR T= 7aRR

o TR, 3-TH oI WeWwIH 3R JTelR Ugd, Ao 3R faaRur & fore y-wife Iueun|
o HFATUGR] HIUHHI Bl FgMH & ol HRd & fSfoied Ty &1 arH IaHT|

SUR gAfaar
1. THUT 9110 hat
o BTAlTdh YW HH §s 8, 60% T FTET HRATT W 3MER HT T gl 3T Yhd |
o TIell, T, Tfeordl 3R UY] e B Sl Bid |
2. UINUT BT faeT dist
o PUINUT, HieTdT 3R Y&H TN dl ! HH, WS TRId URARI §, Te W1y IS o
3. WTE] YUITel! B Sf&rHard
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0 BHUR HSRUT 3R IS P HRU HTs &b §1¢ ATHIT 13% TS BT |
o AT HIcs I 3R TWfsd TR

3T &1 IE
1. PIY-@1e yorrett # ufvad=
o UIN® dadl § HRYR W1 Uerdf & IdTe SR A & dgrat a1l
o PIts WY, Alfviead 3R fSfoed @ smyfd yonfeat # fa=r
2. Afgarsit SR fFam Sare® Wra- (@mdts) ot aad= ¢l
o SAA-3AIHd B!, edR! ArSdl R Hfganal & I ard We ITH & UedTed BTl
3. AR ¥ U0 9P
o GorISH H 3TER fafderdr o1 fadR &=
o T, STORT 3R WIS WTe] yerdf & dgrar ¢l
4. AP Aqa
o FSfored IR SR W JRe&M TaRI # YR & 3IHd B AN a1 & 1y I1e ST |
0 2030 T THSIGN-2 (Y T Gfdkl) & T&T &I U DR T IRTGH ST
TelraTeP fagawor

o YRT TTI-9TC AT ST Y T YRE&T & U af¥yes SAI0Rt <=1 & T 8 |

o TSRTee Ardwifrep facRur yumedt (dISiew) 1 Aoberdn faerasiiel 4=l & fofd Uep 3Magi 5|

o g, TIv0r Teeh FAfaa (3iaffed 1, Hierdn) & o srafRid $i-Tre uRl & Saxued |

o IRY WA 3R Hfar1d TaraRt & Fafa, SH & Aead ¥, Y@ & [3vg e TSt & 3MPR 33 § URd
DT A Dot HHBT U

e

o YRd B! WA SicH ¢ foh oI Soriad, f$fed TamR ik afér qrrore gRem & Areqd ¥ a9
T R Y@ § S8 a1 ¥Ya g1 R oft, 3FTen ded "ant & WieH" g3 I AR BT N dRA B
3R 91 3| Tad fAwrg dedl (@uSIoh) & forw ufer a¥f /W 8 & I1Y, I8 okF 39 91d R 9R &1 8
Y YR BT afYd AN HRA 9 SR ol &, oy TP 3R e Wy Qe e & g 9T

AR 9@ Tyl g1 Srar |
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