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India has right to defend itself against terror: Jaishankar

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India has “every right” to
defend its people against
terrorism and the partners
of the Quad grouping
should “appreciate” that,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said in Washing-
ton DC, where he partici-
pated in the Quad Foreign
Ministers-level meeting on
Tuesday.

Mr. Jaishankar said a
“more focused Quad” will
“help deliver better”,
while Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong, in
her opening remarks,
made the mention of
the March 28 earthquake
in Myanmar where the
Quad partners mobilised
“quickly” to help the af-
fected communities.

“A word about terrorism

in the light of our recent ex-
perience: The world must
display zero tolerance. Vic-
tims and perpetrators must
never be equated and India
has every right to defend
its people against terro-
rism and we will exercise
that right. We expect our
Quad partners to under-
stand and appreciate that,”
Mr. Jaishankar said in his
opening remarks at the
meeting, which is being
hosted by U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio. Mr. Ru-
bio had hosted his counter-
parts from Australia, India
and Japan on the sidelines
of the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of President Donald
Trump in January.

‘Significant progress’

Mr. Jaishankar reiterated
India’s commitment to a
rules-based international
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Exfernal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Australian Foreign

Minister Penny Wong, Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi lwaya and
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Washington DC. AP

order and the “free and
open Indo-Pacific”, and
announced that India was
on track to host the next
Quad leaders’ summit.
The meeting in Wash-
ington DC is being attend-
ed by Japanese Foreign Mi-
nister Takeshi Iwaya. “It is
essential that nations of the

Indo-Pacific have the free-
dom of choice, so essential
to make right decisions on
development and securi-
ty,” said the External Af-
fairs Minister, announcing
that the grouping had
made “significant pro-
gress” in maritime do-
main, logistics, education

and political coordination
in the last few months.

“The working of the
Quad is also being made
more efficient through
streamlining the Working
Groups. A more cohesive,
nimble and focused Quad
will certainly help deliver
better,” Mr. Jaishankar
said.

He said India had some
proposals to make the next
Quad summit “produc-
tive”.

Ahead of the ministerial
meeting, Mr. Jaishankar
met his Japanese counter-
partand held “comprehen-
sive discussions on infras-
tructure, investment and
mobility”. “Our special,
strategic and global part-
nership continues to dee-
pen and diversify,” said the
Minister.

Ms. Wong echoed Mr.

Rubio’s earlier remarks
and described the Indo-
Pacific as the region where
the “future of the 21st cen-
tury is being shaped”. “Un-
fortunately, we meet in the
backdrop of conflict and of
escalating competition,”
said Ms. Wong, arguing
that in the backdrop of va-
rious conflicts, it was ne-
cessary to harness Quad’s
“collective strength for
peace, stability and pros-
perity for the Indo-Pacific
and for our people.” She al-
so noted that the Quad
partners mobilised quickly
to help Myanmar in the
backdrop of the devastat-
ing earthquake that hit the
country in March. Mr. Ru-
bio mentioned that the
Quad could “focus and
build upon” the global sup-
ply chain of critical miner-
als.
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Kerala launches drive to brand Munnar
as ‘Responsible Tourism Destination’

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government
has started working to-
wards turning Munnar into
a ‘Responsible Tourism
Destination” by December
this year.

Through various sus-
tainable tourism pro-
grammes, for which a total
of 50 lakh has been sanc-
tioned, the government
aims to enhance the popu-
larity of the famous hill sta-
tion on global tourism plat-
forms and attract more
tourists to the State.

According to an official
order, the government will
develop Munnar as a ‘net-
zero tourist destination
(minimising the carbon
footprint of tourists)’ by
“protecting the delicate

Land of beauty: A view of the Munnar hill station from the
Anayirankal gap in Idukki. JOMON PAMPAVALLEY

ecosystem around the hill
station while undertaking
responsible and sustaina-
ble tourism initiatives”.

Popular tourist spot
Munnar is one of the most
popular tourist destina-
tions in Kerala, which gets
around 12 lakh tourists an-
nually (based on hotel oc-
cupancy data).

Considering the num-
ber of travellers visiting
and returning the same
day, the actual number of
tourists visiting the desti-
nation is expected to be up
to four times higher.

Gender-inclusive model
“As part of rebranding the
destination, the primary
focus will be on ensuring

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

gender equality and pro-
moting it as a safe destina-
tion for women, both as
hosts and guests, along
with building sustainable
and gender-inclusive tou-
rism models,” said a Tou-
rism Department official.

Plastic-free zone

The authorities have start-
ed creating “village life ex-
perience” packages for
guests and imparting train-
ing to various stakeholders
in the sector, including lo-
cal tourist guides, com-
munity tour leaders, as
well as autorickshaw and
taxi drivers.

Making the destination
plastic-free before Decem-
ber and putting up signage
and boards are among the
standards set by the
authorities.
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Navy inducts second

indigenous stealth
frigate in record time

Delivered in 37 months, INS Udaygiri represents a ‘quantum leap’ in the
Indian Navy’s in-house design capabilities, says the Defence Ministry

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

howecasing the coun-
Stry‘s growing mili-

tary manufacturing
capabilities and enhancing
its naval power, INS Uday-
giri — the second ship of
Project 17A’s stealth fri-
gates — was delivered to
the Indian Navy on Tues-
day, according to a Defence
Ministry statement.

The project is a succes-
sor of the Shivalik class fri-
gates of Project 17 (P-17)
that are now in active ser-
vice. Udaygiri is the second
among the seven Project
17A (P-17A) frigates under
construction at Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Ltd.
(MDSL) in Mumbai, and
Garden Reach Shipbuil-
ders and Engineers in
Kolkata.

These multi-mission fri-
gates are capable of operat-
ing in a ‘blue water’ envi-
ronment — referring to the
open ocean — dealing with
both conventional and
non-conventional threats
in the area of India’s mari-
time interests, the Ministry
said, adding that the re-
maining five ships will be

INS ISafIfY &1 g1 faRvarnd:
W&, HH TSR AR GH gxIeR! arar ag-YfieT |

qufr:

Udayagiri, the second ship of Project 17A stealth frigate, was
delivered to the Indian Navy on Tuesday. PTI

delivered progressively by
the end of 2026.

“Udaygiri has been deli-
vered to the Indian Navy in
arecord time of 37 months
from the date of launch-
ing,” the Ministry state-
ment said. “It is a modern
avatar of its predecessor,
the erstwhile INS Udaygiri,
which was a steam ship,
decommissioned on Au-
gust 24, 2007 after render-
ing 31 years of service to
the nation.”

‘Quantum leap’

P-17A ships have enhanced
stealth features and are fit-
ted with an advanced,

0 Jdg ¥ Idg W AR & dral fHarsd
o HHH ¢ ! Idlg ¥ g1 H AR A dreil fHramged
o 76 fieft AfAe® g, 30 fondt ok 12.7 faeft ciws

state-of-the-art ~ weapon
and sensor suite, a signifi-
cant upgrade from the P-17
class, the Ministry said.
“The ships represent a
quantum leap in the Indian
Navy’s in-house design
capabilities at the Warship
Design Bureau,” the state-
ment added.

The weapons suite com-
prises a supersonic sur-
face-to-surface missile sys-
tem, a medium-range
surface-to-air missile sys-
tem, a 76 mm gun, and a
combination of 30 mm and
12.7 mm rapid-fire close-in
weapon systems, accord-
ing to the Ministry.

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,goA ] \ rﬁzr.wm]

UMIYA | \NJ i services

o A UM & AR (Gol HeNNR) 8 AT o3 | 9&H |
o HRAT AR & GUId [Soe &R gRT fSeime faar |
AP HEd:
. WP B FaT:
o Wl gguld fewgA ok fafmfur & fore wRa &t et el &1 cxfar 8|
o Y& H AR URA 3R AP 37 e &1 IHLH FAT 7|
. aydl gRen ¥ gfs:
o $oI-URifhe H HRA ! Tfdd QU P ST 5|
o T Shdll, Tdhare 3R Ufdgel AT &1 IufRUfY O TRl & FAe® TR Fera g
o AHAD! BAT:
o HRd &I A1 fEoie emarsii # "sieH " &1 Udie g
o MYFIH "cam-dbisd G YU &1 a=ydl 5|
o TUI-TECT IUATR:
o Pad 37 AR H fciiat Sear ufaisHT fsare 3iR STeTst fFmtor JHaiar &t gxifdt 81
e fAfgard:
. TSl &1 WehH § HRA B AR B 911 ST 8 |
. &N T Helfa SR ARAE TEdNT H URA Bt YA I Holgd Bl 8 |
. ezl gguidl ot yiaw 3 Fafa emtar & fow emdr o1 fufo a1

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
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(A) HId 1 3R 2

(B) Had 1 3R 3

(C) Fad 1, 3 3R 4

(D) 1,2,3 3R 4

IW: (B)
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Groundwater crisis deepens in
Karnataka’s hard rock terrain

In the Upper Arkavathy watershed, farmers drill borewells into the granite bedrock. creating microfractures that fast-track rainwater deep underground. As a result, instead of

recharging shallow aquifers, water bypasses them entirely, disrupting local hydrology, weakening long-term water retention, and causing the water table to drop ev

Neelanjana Rai

tretching across much of

peninsular India, the Deccan

Plateau hides a silent,

subterranean struggle. Beneath
its sun-baked soil lie ancient, fractured
layers of basalt and granite - hard rock
aquifers that dominate the region’s
groundwater story.

In Karnataka, this rocky reality is
nearly absolute: about 99% of the State
relies on these stubbornly unyielding
formations for its water needs. With
limited porosity and a dependence on
narrow fractures and weathered pockets
to store and move water, these geological
formations offer far less than they
promise, unlike the generous flow of
sedimentary aquifers.

In a new study, researchers from the
Water, Environment, Land and
Livelihoods (WELL) Labs in Chennai
examined Aralumallige and
Doddathumakuru gram panchayats in the
Upper Arkavathy watershed near
Bengaluru, revealing a sharp decline in
groundwater levels driven by intensive
agricultural practices.

These areas supply vegetables, exotic
crops, and flowers to Bengaluru, banking
on water-intensive farming. While
monsoon rains offer seasonal relief,
farmers depend on deep borewells for
the rest of the year. Borewells drilled into
granite bedrock alter the subsurface
geology, creating microfractures that
fast-track rainwater deep underground.
As aresult, instead of recharging shallow
aquifers, water bypasses them entirely,
disrupting the local hydrology and
weakening long-term water retention.

Every year, the water table continues
to drop. According to the study,
published recently in PLoS Water, the
average depth of gram panchayat

'!ZI m in 2011-2021. Thus almost 55% of all
wells drilled in the Aralumallige
sub-watershed have failed, with a
staggering 70% of drinking water wells
failing within a decade of their

il

construction, pri
water tables.

The study also highlighted water
quality issues. While nitrate levels in
drinking water were often higher than
the prescribed norm of 50 mg/l, people
didn’t abandon their wells. Interviews
with gram panchayat officials revealed
that only two of the 79 abandoned
borewells were shut due to elevated
fluoride concentrations.

The findings collectively suggest
groundwater quality issues, while
acknowledged, aren’t the primary drivers
of borewell abandonment. Instead, the
overwhelming cause is the chronic and

ily due to falling

Trekbers explore the Kunagalu Betta with the Arkavathy river flowing to one side, in Ramanagara district about 50 km from amgalum Reserchers recently

conducted studi and

severe depletion of the water table.

Mounting challenges

Electricity is free for farmers, but gram
panchayats are grappling with a mounting
economic crisis. The frequent drilling of
deep borewells, which require powerful
pumps, has pushed them into steep
electrical debt. Revenue collection can't
cover the hnllnnmng annual power bills,

i v 3 i v of panchayats
to maintain rural water infrastructure.
Funds meant for development projects
are being redirected to cover utility costs,
stalling local progress. Meanwhile, the
State government has begun pressuring
panchayats to pay outstanding taxes
despite their financial strain.

Borewell drilling costs are borne by
individuals. For small farmers, this means
il 1 ¥4-5 lakh in a single borewell,
no guarantee of success. Many end
up leasing their land and migrating to
urban areas for a stable income. Labour,
pump installation, and infrastructure
expenses have hit the rural economy
hard.

Despite widespread awareness of water
scarcity, there have been few efforts to

gram panchayat:

Panchayats are grappling with an
i crisis. that

the Upper Arkavathy watershed. MURALIKUNAR K.THE HINDU

you change the farming technique of
no amount of

require powerful pumps have
pushed them into electrical debt.
Revenue collection cannot cover
power bills, affecting the ability
to maintain water infrastructure.
Funds for development are being
redirected to cover utility costs

it difficult to predict borewell failures or
estimate the true costs faced by drinking
water authorities.

‘The researchers have argued that poor
water resource management is the biggest
threat to sustained rural drinking water
access in India. While global “water,
sanitation, and hygiene” initiatives focus on
technical and financial infrastructure, they
often overlook the foundational problem:
neglected resource management.

Efforts in motion

In the study, the researchers used data
from the Sujala Project, a key
gmuudwu-r recharge initiative by the

educate farmers on the ¢ i es of

water-intensive cropping. The region’s
terrain limits greywater reuse and youth
migrating away further disrupts sustainable
practices.

While Karnataka banned eucalyptus
farming due to the species” high-water use,
its long-term impact on groundwater
persists.

The new study also pointed to a broader
concern: despite widespread groundwater
overexploitation, there is very little
quantitative evidence on the risks to water
sustainability at the local level. This makes

, to trace depletion
trends. They also referenced the Jal
Jeevan Mission, India’s flagship
programme for universal piped water
access, which has funded new
infrastructure and replaced failed
borewells. While the study wasn't directly
critical of these programmes, it argued
that long-term success hinges on
the root crisis:

depletion and the financial strain it
imposes on local governance.

As Lakshmikantha N.R., one of the
study’s authors, put it til and unless

ar

THE GIST

Karnataka's groundwater is
based mostly in hard rock
aquifers. About 9% of the
State relies on the Deccan
Plateau's unyielding
formations for water, With
limited porosity, these
geological formations offer far
less than they promise, uniike
sedimentary aquifers

v

Researchers who studied
Aralumallige and
Doddathumakuru panchayats
in the Upper Arkavathy
watershed found that the
average depth of drinking
water borewells increased
from 183 m to 321 m. Almost
55% of all wells have failed,
with 70% failing within a
decade

v

Researchers found that poor

will change the state of the groundwater”

in Aralumallige, Doddathumakuru, and
other rural parts of the Deccan Plateau.
He also recommended that gram
panchayats begin compensating farmers
for using less electricity and extracting
less water, encouraging more sustainable
practices while reducing rising electricity
bills.

“If such an initiative isn't taken,” he
warned, “within 3-4 years there will be no
groundwater left to drink or use.”

Until the 1970s, Bengaluru depended
on tanks and reservoirs to replenish
groundwater. But with the advent of
borewells, which operate on shorter
timescales, traditional
abandoned. In Aralumallige, the local
lake, once a key recharge reservoir,
now been encroached upon, its soil dln.,
up, its green cover denuded. Before
borewells, the lake's discharge channels
helped recharge surrounding areas. In
2022, despite heavy rainfall, the lake
remained dry.

‘The findings paint a sobering picture:
without urgent shifts in agricultural
practices and stronger local governance,
groundwater in the Deccan Plateau may
slip beyond recovery. According to the
researchers, sustainable farming,
recharge infrastructure, and policy
incentives must work in tandem and not
a The study
better policies and technologies to help
rural farmers and governing bodies use
their resources without inviting a crisis.

(Neelanjana Rai is a freelance journalist
who writes about indigenous community,
environment, science and health.
neelanjanal89@gmail.com)

is the biggest
threat to drinking water
access. The root issues are
depletion and the financial
strain on local bodies. They
warn that unless farmers are
compensated to use less
water, within 34 years there
will be no groundwater left
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Using tech to empower women and children

T feforea uga:
1. J&H AFHATST:

mpowerment begins
with access — access to
rights, to services, to
protection, and to
opportunity. Over the past
decade, this access has been
redefined and democratised
through the focused commitment
of the Modi government to build a
more inclusive and digitally
empowered India. The Ministry of
‘Women and Child Development
has been at the forefront of this
transformation. Guided by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of
Viksit Bharat@2047, the Ministry
has integrated technology into its
programmes, ensuring that
benefits reach the last mile swiftly,
transparently, and efficiently.
What was once aspirational is
now operational thanks to the
government’s emphasis on digital
public infrastructure, real-time
data systems, and responsive
governance. With steadfast focus
on care, protection, and
empowerment, the Ministry has
strengthened access to nutrition,
education, legal safeguards, and
essential entitlements, ensuring
that women and children lead
healthier, more secure lives, and
also emerge as confident leaders
and change makers of Amrit Kaal.

Transformative initiatives
A cornerstone of this
transformation is the Saksham
Anganwadi initiative, designed to
modernise and empower over 2
lakh Anganwadi centres across
India. These centres are being
upgraded with smart
infrastructure, digital devices, and
innovative learning tools, enabling
more effective delivery of
nutrition, healthcare, and
pre-school education services.
The integration of services
provided by 14 lakh Anganwadi
centres across the nation with the
Poshan Tracker has enabled
real-time data entry, performance
monitoring, and evidence-based
policy interventions. Over 10.14
crore beneficiaries, including
pregnant women, lactating
mothers, children under six, and
adolescent girls, are now

A

¥

A >
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Annapurna Devi

Union Minister of

Women and Child
Development

Over the last
decade, the
Ministry has
strengthened
access to
nutrition,
education, legal
safeguards, and
essential
entitlements

registered on Poshan Tracker. By
equipping Anganwadi workers
with smartphones and
comprehensive training, the
initiative ensures quality service
delivery at the last mile.

At its core, Poshan Tracker is
driving the national vision of a
Swasth Bharat, Suposhit Bharat. It
reimagines Anganwadi centres as
digitally empowered community
hubs that bridge the urban-rural
divide. Recognised with the Prime
Minister’s Award for Excellence in
Public Administration (2025), it
also supports Poshan Bhi, Padhai
Bhi, providing digital training
modules to Anganwadi workers
for early childhood education.

Further, to reduce leakages in
the Supplementary Nutrition
Programme, a facial recognition
system has been introduced to
ensure that eligible beneficiaries
alone receive nutrition support.

Beyond nutrition, the Ministry
is ensuring safety and support for
women through technology-led
platforms. The SHe-Box portal
provides single-window access to
every woman to lodge complaints
under the Sexual Harassment of
‘Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013. It enables online redressal
and tracking. Meanwhile, the
Mission Shakti dashboard and
mobile app provide integrated
assistance to women in distress,
connecting them to the nearest
one-stop centre, now operational
in nearly every district. These
interventions exemplify how
technology is being used not just
for efficiency, but for justice,
dignity, and empowerment.

The Modi government has also
operationalised the Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) — a game changer in
maternal welfare. Under the
PMMVY Rules, 2022, pregnant
women receive ¥5,000 for their
first child. Under Mission Shakti,
the benefit extends to 6,000 if
the second child is a girl -
promoting positive reinforcement
for daughters. Delivered through a
paperless Direct Benefit Transfer
system, about ¥19,000 crore has

reached over 4 crore women
beneficiaries since its inception.

PMMVY is a fully digital
programme — leveraging
Aadhaar-based authentication,
mobile-based registration,
doorstep assistance from
Anganwadi/ASHA workers, and
real-time dashboards. A dedicated
grievance redressal module and
citizen-facing portal ensure
transparency, trust, and
accountability, strengthening the
government’s commitment to Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao.

Tangible outcomes

These targeted efforts are
delivering tangible outcomes. The
latest reports from the Health
Management Information System
of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW) reveal
that the Sex Ratio at Birth has
increased from 918 (2014-15) to
930 (2023-24). The Maternal
Mortality Rate has declined to 97
per 1,000 births (2018-20) from
130 per 1,000 births (2014-16).

Digital transformation has
played a key role in child
protection and welfare. Under the
Juvenile Justice Act (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015,
the Ministry has strengthened the
adoption ecosystem through the
CARINGS portal (Child Adoption
Resource Information and
Guidance System). This ensures a
more transparent, accessible, and
efficient adoption process.

Digitisation has also improved
monitoring of child care
institutions, foster care
placements, and statutory support
structures under the Act.
Platforms developed by the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights are
tracking violations of child rights.
The Mission Vatsalya dashboard
strengthens convergence and
coordination among various child
welfare stakeholders.

This is New India where
governance meets technology, and
policy meets purpose. Over the
last decade, the Ministry has not
only adapted to digital change, but
championed it.
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A triangular dynamic in South Asia’s power politics

n the complex interplay of great power

politics in South Asia, the triangular

relationship between the United States,

India and Pakistan reveals a story. It is one
about enduring strategic necessity as much as it is
about the contest of political ideologies, national
interests and historical legacies.

United States President Donald Trump’s recent
lunch with Pakistan’s Army Chief, Field Marshal
Asim Munir — a deliberate overture laden with
both symbolism and nostalgia — resurrects the
ghosts of Cold War realpolitik. Mr. Trump’s
repeated claims, despite India’s persistent
denials, of having brokered a ceasefire between
India and Pakistan, using trade as a lever,
alongwith his high-profile interaction with the
Pakistan Army chief at the White House signals an
American eagerness to revert to a diplomacy of
shortcuts.

The Trump administration’s transactional view
of diplomacy, privileging deals over doctrines,
has led to a turnaround in U.S.-Pakistan relations,
casting a dark shadow over the delicate trust
meticulously built through decades of U.S.-India
counterterrorism cooperation as well as strategic
convergence on China — a feat often regarded as
one of the most creditable episodes of American
diplomacy after the end of the Cold War.

America’s pronounced shift

Mr. Trump’s previous tenure as President was
marked by an unusually blunt censure of
Pakistan’s notorious double-game of a
Machiavellian policy of cooperating with western
countries in counterterrorism, while
simultaneously supporting terror outfits that
serve its regional interests. This stance had struck
a chord with New Delhi’s unyielding approach
toward terrorism, buttressing an already
blooming ‘natural partnership’ with Washington.
Yet, in the Trump administration’s second tenure,
a perceptible pivot has taken shape.

Very early on, the Trump White House
reopened channels of security assistance to
Pakistan, notably authorising $397 million to
sustain Islamabad’s F-16 fleet - ostensibly for
counter-terrorism purposes. Public
acknowledgments from top American military
officials, terming Pakistan as a “phenomenal
partner” together with Mr. Trump’s own gestures
of gratitude toward Pakistan’s cooperation in
counter-terror operations, reveal an
unmistakable recalibration that privileges
immediate strategic utility and transactional gains
over previously cultivated long-term vision of
bilateral relationship. By lauding Pakistan’s
knowledge of Iran as “better than most”, Mr.
Trump has hinted at something far more
combustible — that Pakistan’s military could
become a potential asset in navigating the volatile
theatre of Iran-Israel conflict.

This American shift has naturally caused
concern in New Delhi as it could prove a serious

Vinay Kaura

is Assistant Professor
in the Department

of International Affairs
and Security Studies
at the Sardar Patel
University of Police,
Security and Criminal
Justice, Rajasthan,
and Non-Resident
Fellow, Institute of
South Asian Studies,
National University
of Singapore

In the ties
between the
United States,
India and
Pakistan,
American
policy now
oscillates
between
idealism,
realism and
transaction-
alism

impediment to India’s aspirations for a principled
partnership with the Trump-led White House.
The U.S., the self-styled custodian of a liberal
international order that India has also sought to
embrace, now appears to treat Pakistan not as a
terror-permissive and nuclear-armed outcaste
state, but as a strategic interlocutor deserving
engagement. The recalibration is supported by
multiple factors: economic incentives, personal
rapport with Pakistan’s military leadership, and
America’s continuing desire to retain leverage in
Afghanistan, and the broader region surrounding
China. For Pakistan, it represents a critical
opportunity to retrieve lost diplomatic space and
rehabilitate its tainted global image, though
domestic political currents inject ambiguity into
Islamabad’s willingness to fully embrace
cooperation with Washington.

India’s doctrinal departure

Against this backdrop, the events of late April and
early May have concretised the volatility inherent
in South Asia’s security architecture. The
devastating terror attack in Pahalgam unleashed a
decisive Indian military response. India’s
‘Operation Sindoor’” marked a doctrinal
departure from the long-standing policy of
strategic restraint. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s declaration of a “new normal” has
signalled a readiness to transcend previous
thresholds, blending kinetic military retaliation
with diplomatic campaign with the intent of
isolating Pakistan globally and imposing
accountability on the state apparatus that enables
terrorist groups aligned against India. Mr. Modi’s
depiction of the ceasefire as a mere pause
highlights India’s broader aim to alter the calculus
of Pakistan’s hostility, even as Beijing’s close ties
with Islamabad and adversarial posture toward
New Delhi amplify apprehensions of a two-front
confrontation.

On the other hand, Pakistan has intensified its
dual-track strategy that seeks to combine military
posturing with diplomatic engagement with the
U.S. with the aim of reviving international
attention on the Kashmir issue. The
unprecedented promotion of Asim Munir to the
rank of field marshal also marks a consolidation
of military primacy in Pakistan’s national security
framework. This entrenchment of a “hard state”
doctrine, characterised by centralised military
authority which remains fanatically resistant to
civilian oversight, underscores Rawalpindi’s
determination to project unbending strength
amid multiple internal and external pressures.

Simultaneously, Pakistan is attempting to
capitalise on its geopolitical location and
diplomatic slyness to maintain its indispensability
in America’s current strategic calculations.
Islamabad’s outreach to Washington, which is
reflected in trade negotiations, concessions over
rare earth minerals, and innovative economic
partnerships entwined with American business

interests, suggests a cunning charm offensive to
sustain international attention and economic
lifelines. It is a strategy that perhaps recognises its
own limitations in raw military power and
economic scale but leverages the geographic
centrality and personal diplomacy to maintain
geopolitical relevance.

The U.S’s role in this volatile equation is
characterised by a deliberate ambivalence that
reflects the complexity of its competing priorities.
Washington today seems to have become
preoccupied to the point of obsession with tariff
and trade, implying that India’s role in the
Indo-Pacific attracts proportionately less
attention than in the past, even though the Quad
Foreign Ministers held their meeting in
Washington on July 1.

New Delhi’s persistent rejection of any
third-party mediation in Kashmir underscores its
determination to keep its core security issues
tightly within its own sovereign domain. On the
contrary, a Beijing-aligned Pakistan is desperate
to embrace American engagement, perceiving it
as a means to keep Kashmir from fading into
diplomatic obscurity and to counterbalance
India’s manoeuvring space. However, any
American effort to “hyphenate” New Delhi and
Islamabad would run counter to India’s vision of
itself as a rising global power, while undermining
bipartisan consensus to deepen ties with the U.S.

What drives Pakistan’s relevance

Pakistan’s continued relevance in American
foreign policy seems to be driven by immutable
facts of geography as well as carefully honed craft
of personal diplomacy, giving its military
leadership an inflated sense of purpose and
power. Situated at the crossroads of South Asia,
Central and West Asia, and bordering Iran,
Afghanistan and China, there are certain quarters
in Washington prone to the view that Pakistan is
an indispensable linchpin to America’s regional
strategy, particularly in Afghanistan and Iran
where its logistical and intelligence roles are still
critical. This geographic leverage likely magnifies
Pakistan’s diplomatic voice in Washington,
reinforcing a perception in Rawalpindi that it
could help Pakistan counter India’s superior
economic and demographic credentials. Personal
rapport in diplomatic corridors often translates
into material and political support, ensuring
Pakistan’s endurance as a contradictory, yet
“phenomenal” partner.

As enduring strategic sympathy for India
becomes hostage to the shifting sands of
personality-driven politics in the U.S., and the
‘friend’ in the U.S.-Pakistan frenemy dynamic
gaining the upper hand, a geopolitically
conscious Washington must walk a delicate
tightrope. Each party seeks to instrumentalise the
U.S. to its own ends, while American policy
oscillates between idealism, realism and
transactionalism.
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faefa 8 @ Rty J9y YR & Imie fRdl & e sear ok Hifaai =Y
I B & | STAATHD TIIEUT B (250 words)
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Hak:

o 37T HRT o1 98 T YRA, Ygad I AR R UIfhxd & o fAbyd 81 @ Y-Ieiifdd Hwm
R T4 Tl &, SH SHIes T/ gRT UIfhd ™ & 99 Add & 1Y ¢ RR ¥ SS9 & dgd SARke!
fac=r fd & Seama 3R YRd &1 XUHIAE 0T & fod S8 Mfgdrdl R g1 S/ T g |

3T Y, 3R TP H:
1. IARFT-UIfbTar Gaul &1 (oaR:

o FURT THI GRT Ufb&™ & 1 U Bics HIRIS S G-IR & 1Y Fdue 0 J drddid HA1
I g T P aRafdes ISt B UdibTete o & gIfdT ]|

e 3IAHAIG R Y& & GlgR AdgR B! Tclia-T 6 dlell Ul sraRe! fRyfd I sgama|

o Y WA B fhR T & HRAT (Th-16 IW@IWIG & o $397 FAferam) iR Heifas u=iar & &
-3 Feieh g e o1 Tobd it B

2. 9, TH.-HIRd IUHIfA® FFigRT U YHTE:

o JUY.-UfhEIH &I Feal Heedl &1 YRd gRT foidl & Ty <1 offd §, faRiy ¥u ¥ sfiddbdrg 3R 9+
& FIATH G=rh] W T U, -URA UHITAD IR0 & FepT=1 T

o HRA JUY. GRT YRA-UfhEdH aef &1 “Th gax ¥ ohe” & bl Ht O &l th Wda afys
U AR & &0 § 30! fUfd &1 0 geH & TU & cadT g

3. YR 1 T J& Rgiar:

o IMIHAIE! THA (S, TETHTH) & SaTd B, R 7 TR RigR I {3, s urFifae Jow I afpa
TRy Pt 3R T Jiiad deard &l Ui g

o TUFEHT A1 GRT 4G fRM & “fRmr & &9 8§ gRuifia &1 difeaq & FaRor $iR @e-ifas
3ICRTId WR bigd Teh AN P Y& @ Bl Gl g

4. UTfrdaT B gt Yurifa:

o TN dIRFTed WR dféd Feifae SMHYU gHal & IIY-T1 I JRdl (3T gHR, deipd
UTTIHROT &1 FGIAT &T) BT SAR0I IR &1 ¢

o ST YIS R (SHMHRAN, 334 SR I J FMebedn) P1 a1H IoId §Y, Ul AR,
Jiol Ugd 3R 309 ¥ HefId Gitpar THeRT fed ARt & ot § oo URiffied &1 iR 3
R BT 18T |

5. ANR®T B YIS TgaTHia:
o 3MR®T MG AGRING T (@TUR TR &H DHisd) 3R & JR&T (SATAHare BT GHEal AR 949 W
fe=ron) & st Sgad 91 @1 B
o TH P AT FA T URD & HE@ & dIdo[G, S81-URIfhd 3R BT H URA &1 YHHT W Ugd Bt
g H &8 & T S @R
W’Iﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁ
° W%ﬁl’(’:
o WA 3R IS ATY HI F1E XA o g 3o fae=r =fifd &1 i & afkua &=
o T8 YR HA1 fr R S 3HiaRes AHa! IR 39! TUYT ST83 HegRidl ¥ gHeiar 7 $1|
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o TN 3R < 2T & forg wep afYyes wfa oiR Aipaife ufauer & T # ot fRUfdy W SR &1
o trrﬁmm%ﬁm:
o 3RS HRTiGRY & HierH J Su-T SIRTPTA BfY B gsiad B 3R HRA P 1Y Heifdd JHHA
1T G &1 YA HRHAT|
o fae=1 T 3R AP YR TR =T THIT BT Holgd AT
. 3MR®T & fore:
o YR (Awdid TER R I ufaue)) & Iy &t &I Taiferd e 3R g™ (Y-I0HITdd R
3R &g Githan) &1 ATY oM & §1g Ueh Ao Sqer o1 AT ST U8l ¢ |
o TH-¢1 el Helfd &1 TERT A F HRA & 1Y SraPIIerd (G4 B JH T Iga- &1 Wavl 5 |
S fawa:
o MRS WAl §H TEae FRa
o Tferr UM ¥ et wifad dqem
. -31UTRA ¥ -4 Faieft Heifd ot iR dggara
fArepd:

o YRd, e 3R Wgad I0 SARBT & g By nfa=iiaar seadt afye Y-Iorifd 3R gead
TR SR I Rid gid A9ty fodl gR1 Fanferd urifaes greiged &1 ufafds g1 HRd & g, a8 g0
Req fefarstt & grgiar fhu fomr st afyes fRufa &1 9 W & Feiifde auedr, IS ge 3R
ddopifer =fP o udan 3|
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