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B & H APUM GRT 3G 143 & dgd YUIH DI &1 Uia-arrdixig de & W=l d4i 71 g1 A7

AIETg TSTUTd gRT 2020 ¥ dfad 39 T8 g fadgen! ¥ SeT 8, foie aad Jdied -ararad A 8 3Ud 2024
! “HM T 3FHIGT (deemed assent)” T UIGU A fbdT| U8 TcIshH AU b1 H{Fb], AU B
?ﬁ'ﬁl'lﬁ @TW%E{W (Separation of Powers) UX Tlg- dgd B o odl %I

“I.N. Governor’s actions forced SC to step i’

No intention of pronouncing a judgment
on the T.N. Governor case, Bench clarifies

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Presidential  Refe-

rence Bench of five

judges, headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai, observed on Tues-
day that the Supreme
Court’s move to  grant
deemed assent to 10 cru-
cial Tamil Nadu State Bills
may have been a way to re-
solve an “egregious situa-
tion™ created by the State’s
Governor, who had sat on
the Bills since 2020.

The Reference Bench
clarified that it does not in-
tend to "pronounce a judg-
ment on the T.N. Governor
case judgment” or over-
rule i, making the subtle
poine that it could voice an
apinion about a “binding”
SC verdict, not supplant it,

The Bench found the
facts of the Tamil Nadu

qeI e

case “glaring”. Justice Su-
rva Kant asked Attorney
General R. Venkataramani,
“Were the Bills pending
sinoe 202077

The A-G replied that
there were reasons the Go-
vernor had kepr the Bills
pending. He was well with-
in his powers under Article
200 to withhold assent to
State Bills, and was not
bound by the Council of
Ministers' advice, he said.

Mr, Venkataramani as-
serted that the Constitu-
tion envisaged the Presi-
dent and Governors using
their discretion o with-
hold assent if they found
that the Bills sent to them
for assent had suspect con-
stitutionality. He said he
did not want to get into the
facts of the T.N, case,

"Is it because the facts
are so glaring that you do
not want to get into them?"

Governor had reasons to keep Bills pending,
Attorney General R, Venkataramani argues

. 0@

Chief Justice Gavai asked,

Justice P.5, Narasimha
said the facts of the TN.
case did nor consist of any
“pudding” and were stark
in themselves,

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Union  government, se-
conded Mr. Venkatarama-
ni’s submission that a Refe-
rence Bench need not get
into the facts of the TN,
case, but merely answer

It seems such an
egreginus situation
came into existence in the Tamil
Natchu case, that the Supreme:
Court was compelled to handle
the situation and resohve the
issue. The conclusion was not
meant wact as a precedent
JUSTICE I%5. NARASIMHA

the questions raised by the
President.

Role of Bench

The role of the Reference
Bench was to maintain the
balance envisioned by the
Constitution, Mr. Mehta
submiteed.

Mr. Venkataramani said
the T.N. judgment was like
someone saying, “1 will
myself take a pen and pap-
er and rewrite the Consti-

1. ITSAUTA B Aaurfe YfAeT (3. 200, 201):
. U b fA9ue & WPl & Iad &, s Favd & 1 APU & R gg IRIET 7@ I&d ¢
o TfIYF 7 TH-THT BT IeekE ol (bl 8, TR Ieifad IR TR TRy S grdl 6 |
TYUTIPT BT XA
. JHEBIC A 30 2024 H 31 e fos i arg & FAvfg 9 o9 R [9dae wiigpd AT S |
o TG 142 FHT YN B "GOl A" G B DT YA Toam |

wgufa &1 HeY (3. 143):

tution.” It had squarely en-
croached  upon  the
legislative domain, he said.

But Justice Kant persist-
ed, asking what a Constitu-
tional court was expected
to do if the facts were as
obvious as those found in
the T-N. case.

"It seems such an egre-
glous situation came into
existence in the Tamil Na-
du case, that the Supreme
Court was compelled o
handle the situation and
resolve the issue. The con-
clusion was not meant to
act as a precedent,” Justice
MNarasimha said, referring
to  the circumstances
which had led to the April
8 judgment.

The debate came on the
first day of hearing the Pre-
sidential Reference, which
has questioned the top
Ccourt's power to impose
three-month deadlines on

A Reference Bench need not get into the facts
of the T.N. case, says Solicitor-General Mehta

the President and Gover-
nors to deal with State Bills
which come to them for
assent.

Imposing time limits
The Reference was issued
by the President under Ar-
ticle 143 of the Constitution
a month after a two-judge
Bench of the SC, in an April
& judgment in the T.N, Go-
vernor case, plugged a
Constitutional silence by
fixing specific time limits
for Governors and the Pre-
sident to assent, withhold
approval, or reserve State
Bills for further considera-
ton under Articles 200
and 201.

The Division Bench,
headed by Justice J.B. Par-
diwala. had also invoked
Article 142 to  grant
‘deemed assent” to the T.N.
Bills. It had held that laws
which remain pending

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

with the President and Go-
vernor beyond the speci-
fied three-month deadline
would be deemed to be
approved,

On Tuesday, Mr. Venkat-
aramani argued the court
could not have used its ex-
traordinary powers under
Article 142 to supplant sub-
stantive law in the TN.
case.,

The top law officer sub-
mitted that the Constitu-
tion did not impoese any
time limits on the Presi-
dent and Governors while
dealing with State Bills,
and contended that the
SCs power under Article
142 cannot exceed the
power of the Constitution.

Mr. Venkataramani
urged the judiciary not o
violate the basic structure
of the Constitution and
take over executive and le-
gislative functions.
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. PUMd A I8 WY A g YUY IS {6 1 yrarery wHg-AiH MeiRd #R dovdl g iR w1 I8
BRI & fIAPIIGR ¥ §waY 3|

. IUTE HEAURYE 3 Garg J gHRN a1 T g
. Ufe fadges &1 Hauredr i g dl A1 Iaurel B SHUBR 3|
o 3G 142 BT YIRT QUM & o UIaur 4 S gl 8l Febd|
guita 1 o1 fewforar:
. I & AT “3d SrTURuT GRIRUAT! &1 U, S8l anf d [a99e dfad 39 Y|
o O ol faurh Hrf 9fdd 7 91, st gWaY A1 uST|
. Wﬁwwqﬁﬂ?(precedent)qﬁaﬁmqﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁwwml
Haufae ugq
. 3T 200-201 — IAFUTS/RTFURT B Al |
. TG 142 — AT B} AR JMfaaa|
. 3TT 143 — APUd BT WA PR |
o ol IR Rigia — faadl &7 gudenur td J6ig Sga|
forepd

AT UHRUT U8 SRITdT & b Tfae™ &t guft (silence) HH- T Ioifas MRy SR GRITTT TH1d H1
HRUT & Faball g1 “HH T THIG" 7 T THT al JagiTs, TR 399 1A% HfahHu &1 gy Ht 3371
fdepriere THIYH & foU sawge § & 9 a1 Afayr W=y gR1 Isgura/RAyufd & fofa 8 wwg-Hm
WY 0 Y q7 B WU TG 7 dhad YU gid 1 Tefe gHN, dfeh dldbdiiAd sialdgal Yt gAfed grm|
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: W#ﬁm%%aa%ﬁ%mmwﬁﬂuﬁwmmsseméﬁ 2
(A) 3TE 153 3R 154

(B) 315G 200 3R 201
(C) 3G 356 31R 357
(D) 3G 72 3R 74

Ans : B)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: "M% TfhIdT (Judicial Activism) JauTd JUR BT fawed T8l 81 Abd 1" T DY P AT D

Feiten i, faReR 39 dey & I§ ot e = o4 [q8gd! &1 A g SAGT UaH f&BaTl (250
Words)
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Science and Technology

My Wit & Iad det ugferdl & ¥ T g f &icH gifis!  Entangled clocks may reveal where
(GeH STd &1 Rigia) 8k A BT I MAfErmdT Rigid quantum physncs and grav1ty meet
(FATHYUT T - BT RIGI) STOH T ol Ta T 61 QI B e s e st e
3T-310H &5 | 3d THhd g, b 3 dF Udhidpd ©W&@ Agl ===
o7 U 31 81 & F PRX Quantum (@1 2025) B v te O

i
Takeplce n ontroled h\nmuev lee

of spacetime curvature.
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Intersection. 54 distributed
‘network of atomic clocks, they
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T B 7S i
1 . and proci
.

i oumhndit 13t e Sxpecintonl
passiiliy.

“The intecplay between quantum
theory and gravity s one of the most

. ®icq Rigid 9l & U & TU § ARATAT HRal %,

work coauthored by

c Kilometer
Physicnl Review Research in \ay. act together a3 one ~distributed clock” m gy of the requied cllectve,
| hey e
@

daing <o, they diree entangled
Sensing the curve how curted spactime inffuences Thei That
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i i

mechani
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9 Q o 9 s, where gravity ’ ey, roer g hﬁmfub\.\n
itselfis quantised ke the ocher forces of | systems - a major leap forward. Ao g o y theoretical Diret evidence that
° Iocd debdl &IcH e KETALTINL, | el veteline
. d as photons, the s corved pacatiie would

clack suvengihen confidence in the universalty

q i i e | of quantum mechanics
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\?ri | hypothetical particles called gravitons. The e ,mmm..,..K.m..,.w " 0 test unitarity, inearicy, and
(e other category b at Some
qunum | in wysics, particles ke ropetyofthe o changes bockand | e Spaceme, which o e
¥ ly | eecronsor p belinked in forthin periodic fashion, ike  clock some of the most fundamental gpen
curved by gravity such tick " bysics I quanti
quire specul but sl Iy “This st e of s posiion In the ics were a symiphony, line
For cxample, : be played
es ke g

T ydTfad Ut

. O Rifefouy e afsal &t SreT-3rer S W RAIfud
B MY H Gere foran sem|

o 0] YHY-AY H Y& 3R JUI-RIH P dchdl BT TIE
Hohd G|

. 398 Hicy e &1 A T W-State YA BRI, S
3UefTHd IR 3R Aoied g |

CRIECR RIS

e laboratory experiments

e heatoms W e s ben

once, ¥
oses s gt or energy, and the Born

the Wt s particular exampleof

should expect to measure: "t mthe

you e ane cear meldy her tana
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in the state 1 nalyls, | resit -
[ by the mu,m.m.m Know cincipl d - would provide valusble
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‘ravitational field and individual
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spacetime. That

other words,
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wi @ 50 seconds
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w hen a lighter

past decade on neutral atoms and

unique
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. UE Ul AW BRI g YUNTRTS § SHicH Yunferdl gRI
w-@ﬂ:{ﬁ dehdl Yl S|

o ST 98 WA Sl Yb fob icH gifFe! & g RIGid (unitarity, linearity, Born rule) ¥ UHTd |
ft Ar 8 § a1 g
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. HicH AcaldT d TRABIUT BT ATYD dh-1dh MaaD Il |
. U H g yanT fawe 1 el 31 g w1 6|
geq ffgard
« YIfd®! g PicH JifA®! T THRT UG HT TTH THH S fe=n § 319 Had|
. RN 3 HiasT B S1dh AeR, @ a¥il 30 THY-RIM SRHTdst &1 udl @ H & 98 |

. fogm Hifa ] g8 axfar 8 fF 93-98 Fiager a1 & 9o off, I&te g Ta=st JanT §eve & 0d
U P g PR IPd & |

e

TCTeE WS Al gRT JHI-RIM St ashdl $t Siid &I T8 Wad YD fa7H # aRadaRI Hed gt
qHhdl 8| IHd gF W I8 HHadl & HicH Rigid SR mifdear & o9 gd §9F &t &= § ue a1 I
fEame | Yo gt Pis 1ar uikomg 9 e, W I8 gfY S 6 Sicy it aaqiie gl

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: ﬁl’ﬁ'ﬁl’@ﬁﬁﬁ HIH-IT HY “Te qzﬁaaaa‘m (Entangled Atomic Clocks) 3 WWQ
e 82

1. 301 ITANT TSATHYU GRT ST THI-RITH HI achdl B IRE & o foham S Il 5|

2. 3T Uad “W-State” USTTaHe 3Uedd 31 R g g

3. I8 YA had TAg THH IR gt foodn ST 9 B

H—Eﬁﬁﬁqﬂﬁﬁz

(A) I 1 3R 2

(B) I 2 3R 3

(C) Fad 1 3R 3

(D) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: A)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HicH TiFD! 3R IH ARG & §id JH-a9d a1 HI Jad dof

TRATTAd “UCTTes Ui aale” TN & dg & 59 gl R 9l Bifeid| (150 Words)
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YR & "gRA Bifd & " Dg o dldt SI. TH.TY. WHIATT 7 1960 & G- | HRd Bl UV T Hahe
IR SARDT g W MR & Fpaar AR F1T1 IFP! oRI-D 2P, SHRRIPT TedNT 3R Je1idh
AJd & Y FHTF 7 HRA DI “ship-to-mouth” Y J T SHTURY ¢ H Fad f3ATI TS ofd URd fdpRd
HRA@2047 HT JUAT ¢ &1 §, WHHTRA BT SiiaH (937, g 3R TRIFTT YR & TH-GT T RSP IaTeR0]
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A tribute to M.S. Swaminathan, ‘the man who fed India’

he Viksit Bharat aspiration, which has

gained considerable momentum, will

require a significant development of

scientific capability, and some of this,
especially in the new digital economy, will have to
be aatmanirbhar. There is much to learn in this
context from the most successful experiment in
atmanirbharata in the past, which was the
achievement of food selfsufficiency in the 1960s.
M.5. Swaminathan was the man who did it and he
was a living hero to all of us. This is the centenary
vear of his birth and it has seen the publication of
a new biography, M.5. Swaminathan: the Man who
Fed India, by Priyambada Jayakumar.

Ms. Jayakumar had the benefit of detailed
discussions with him on both the personal and
professional side of his life and she has produced
a book which is a great read. However, in this
article, I will focus on some lessons from his
experience which have relevance for the future.

The planting of a seed of an idea

Scientific advancernent was at the core of the
Green Revolution and the book brings out that
such advances are not achieved by dedicated
scientists working in isolation in a lab. They
involve collaboration with other scientists and a
cross-fertilisation of ideas. It was known that
wheat productivity could be increased through
application of fertilizers and other inputs, but the
problem was that the higher weight of grains
caused the plant to bend and lodge if the stalk
was not strong enough. Swaminathan was trying
to use radiation to develop a genetic mutation
that would have a stronger stalk, but this
approach was not getting anywhere.

In 1958, a Japanese scientist visiting Delhi told
Swaminathan that a dwarf wheat variety
developed in Japan, and which had a shorter,
stronger stalk, could hold the higher weight of
grain without bending. Swaminathan found that
the new variety had been taken to the United
States where a seed breeder was working on it.
The breeder told Swaminathan that they were
developing a winter variety, which would not be
suitable for India, but Norman Borlaug in Mexico
was developing a different variety thar might
work. As it happened, Swaminathan had met
Borlaug earlier at a seminar in the U.S. He was
able to persuade him to send a small quantity of
his Mexican seeds to India. These seeds did well
and Swaminathan wanted to invite Borlaug to
come to India to discuss ways of adapting these
varieties to Indian conditions.

The proposal to invite Borlaug was promptly
approved by the Director of the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) in 1960 but
it took more than two years to get the
bureaucratic approvals needed to send the
invitation and Borlaug arrived only by March
1963.

Swaminathan often quoted Pandit Nehru's
phrase, “everything can wait but not agriculture”,
but the bureaucracy was clearly unaware of it. It
is interesting to speculate on what would have
been the benefits if the Green Revolution had

.
Ahluwalia

is Distinguished
Fellow, Centre for
Social and
Economic Progress

There is much
1o learn from
one of India’s
most successful
experiments
the
achievement ol
food
sellsufficiency
in the 1960s
and the
scientist

who made

it possible

come two vears earlier. The important lesson is
that for science to flourish, our scientists must be
much better connected to relevant scientists
abroad and become familiar with cutting-edge
work in their field. This means they should travel
more freely to attend conferences abroad and
build personal contacts, all of which means
bureaucratic control must be drastically reduced.

The next step was to subject the seeds to trials
on the fields of actual farmers. Swaminathan
cotild not get the Ministry to fund the effort.
Fortunately, Lal Bahadur Shastri, who became
Prime Minister in 1964, wanted to give higher
priority to agriculture and for this purpose
appointed C. Subramaniam as Minister of
Agriculture. This made a critical difference.
Subramaniam called about 20 agricultural
scientists for a meeting to hear their views on
how to increase food production. When
Swaminathan was asked to speak, he frankly told
the Minister that he had identified the new seeds
that would solve the problem, but the Ministry
was unable to fund the necessary trials.
Subramaniam promptly called for the file and
ensured that the funds were provided. It is a pity
that we have no record of what the other
scientists said in the meeting, and in particular
whether the more senior scientists (Swaminathan
was then only 29) had a different view.

The politician needs to listen to the scientist
This yields the second important lesson. In
dealing with complex technical issues, the
political leadership must hear the
scientists/technical people involved directly
instead of relying on the generalist bureaucracy
to convey their views. Swaminathan greatly
admired Pandit Nehru's commitment to science,
but the book brings out that he soon realised that
this “had few takers even in his own government,
ministries and the bureaucracy”. On page 48 the
author puts it bluntly: “Most ministers barely
supported, understood, or believed in research
and development.... this was also true of the
Agriculture Minister in 1958.. (who ) would order
scientists like Swaminathan to go into the field
and ‘sort out the problems’ without really
understanding the ground realities.”

One of the reasons China has done so well on
the economic and technical front is that Ministers
are usually technically qualified people, often
engineers with a track record of successful
management. Subramaniam exemplified that
type of political leader: he was a physics graduate
and had a good knowledge of science. If we want
to achieve Viksit Bharat, and explore new and
increasingly complex areas of science, we will
need many more such Ministers in the years
ahead, not only at the Centre but also in the
States.

The field trials were a great success and the
next step was to roll out the Green Revolution
across the country. This required importing
18,000 tonnes of seed — the largest seed
shipment in history — costing ¥5 crore in foreign
exchange. There were objections from many

fronts. The Finance Ministry was not happy
releasing that much foreign exchange. The
Planning Commission opposed the proposal on
the grounds that it did not believe that the new
seeds would do better than what we already had.
The Left also opposed the move because the
seeds were developed under a grant from a U.S,
institution (the Rockefeller Foundation).

Shastri was understandably concerned about
these conflicting views. Fortunately,
Swaminathan persuaded him to visit the [ARI to
see for himself how the new wheat was doing,.
Shastri was convinced and the import of new
seeds was duly approved. Tragically, Shastri
passed away in January 1966 but Indira Gandhi,
who took over as the next Prime Minister, also
gave Swaminathan full backing.

The lesson is that when dealing with new and
untried ideas, there will always be conflicting
opinions even among so-called experts. It is
important that all the different points of view are
appropriately aired and considered. However,
this process may not always result in a consensus.
In such a situation, a decision has to be taken at
the highest level. Once taken, the thing to do is to
back the effort fully. But it must also be subjected
to truly independent monitoring, with course
corTections.

In the case of the Green Revolution, the results
were amply evident within a few years, We
reaped a bounteous wheat harvest in 1968 and we
were able to start phasing out PL 480 imports.
Over time, new problems arose. The excessive
dependence on water and also fertilizer use led io
environmental problems. Swaminathan himself,
having left the government by then, warned
about the corrections needed to make the Green
Revolution environmentally sustainable. Itisa
pity that we are yet to implement these
corrections.

The issues India needs to look at

Looking ahead, we know that climate change will
have a severely negative effect on agricultural
productivity, Once again, science will be critical
and much will depend upon the performance of
our research institutions. India was ahead of
China in agricultural research in the late 1960s,
but today, China has eight agricultural research
institutions in the world's top 10 and India does
not have any in the top 200. One reason is
inadequate funding: we spend only 0.43% of our
agricultural GDP on research and development,
whereas the percentage in China is twice our
level. But there is also the issue of the quality. Do
our agricultural research institutions have the
institutional autonomy and governance structure
that they need to recruit and promote
meritorious scientists? And can we ensure that
our top agricultural scientists have the kind of
access to political decision makers that
Swaminathan had?

Filling these gaps is the best way of really
honouring M.S. Swaminathan. And the lessons
are relevant for other areas of scientific
development also.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques:mﬁgﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%'\‘i’d ﬁﬁl’ﬁﬁl’@ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂaﬂﬁﬁ

1. 1. TH.TY. WHIFTYT BT HRd § 8Rd shifd BT SIHP Hal Sidl o

2. YRd H g Hifd &7 3Ry T&a: g SR 49 R dHfad o7l

3. 3P UNUIMRGEY 1963 H 81 HRA - UL.UW.-480 & SAvd JIEIH SATd T IR THIW B fear|
SWIT T A DIH-A1/H HYT LI /82

(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,233

Ans : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques : BRT Hifd 4 URA B JEH AR F-T R 39D T4 &1 SrUblierd GAaRug 9o f Iaa
g3 Saag uRadd @ g8YH # YR &1 Yt HY Aifqal & e So¥ ura a9 &1 Sara-IeTd U=l
DI (150 Words)
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The complex web of factors behind India’s persistent stunting crisis

A host of factors including teenage pregnancies, poor maternial and child nutrition, and lack of sanitation perpetuates stunting

| DATA POINT

Devyanshi Bihani

vaan was launched, the go-

vernment had set a target to
reduce stunting among children in
India by at least 2% points each
vear. A stunted child is too short
for his or her age as a result of
chronic or recurrent malnutrition.

Iy 2016, 38.4% of children un-
der five were stunted in India. As
per this plan, the share should
have fallen to 26.4% by 2022, Dur-
ing the launch, however, the go-
vernment had set an even more
ambitious target — to bring stunt-
ing down to 25% by 2022 — a goal it
called ‘Mission 25 by 2022°. Seven
vears after the launch, Poshan
Tracker data for June 2025 showed
that 37% of children under five in
India were stunted - barely 1%
point lower than in 2006 (Chart 1).

“The facr that the needle has
barely moved points to deeper sys-
temic issues,” says Dr. Vandana
Prasad, a community paediatri-
cian and former member of the
National Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights. She calls per-
sistent stunting “the tp of the iceb-
erg of deprivation”.

Research shows that stunting is
linked to a host of factors — from
teenage pregnancies and poor
diers of both the morther and the
child to anaemia during pregnan-
¢y and inadequate breastfesding
in the early years (Table 3). Evi-
dence also points to associations
with caesarean deliveries (C-sec-
tion), children living in unsanitary
conditions, and drinking unsafe
water. Data further shows a strong
link between stunting and the
mother's level of education.

“Stunting is often visible right at
the time of birth, Nearly half of In-
dia's stunted children are already
small when they are born,” says
Dr, Prasad, underscoring how
deeply it is tied to maternal health.

Teen mothers are more likely to
give birth to babies who struggle to

l n 2018, when POSHAN Abhi-

grow. Experts say this is because a
woman's body is not ready for
pregnancy at such a young age.
Adolescent mothers are also less
likely to be able to adequately care
for their child after birth, Despite
legal restrictions, child marriages
have not been eradicated in India.
Consequently, as of 2019-21, close
to 7% of women aged 15-19 had be-
gun childbearing in India.

Education plays a key role in
hreaking the cycle of stunting. Da
ta from 201921 shows that nearly
46% of children born to mothers
with no schooling were stunted,
compared to only 26% of children
whose mothers had 12 or more
years of schooling, Mothers with
higher levels of education are far
more likely to access antenatal
care, follow better nuirition prac-
tices, and delay early pregnancies,
all of which improve child health
outeames.

Crsections have increased in [n-
dia from 9% in 2005-06 to over
2% in 2021, While C-sections are
not a direct cause of stunting, they
can disrupt early breastfeeding
practices. Babies delivered surgi-
cally often miss out on immediate
breastfeeding, especially the first
milk or colostrum, which contains
all the nuirients an infant needs.
“C-sections can directly atfect the
woman's ability to initiate breast
feeding, because she hersell is sick
ol may be isolated from the babw,
whao has been taken away to the
SNCU (special newhorn care units)
or NICU (neonatal intensive care
unit),” says D, Prasacd,

While India has a strong tradi-
tion of breastfeeding, only 64% of
babies under the age of six months
are exclusively breastfed. Here,
class divides plav a serious role, “A
teacher in a government school
may ger six months’ maternity
leave to breastfeed. But a domestic
warker is back o work within two
weeks. How will she feed her child
every two hours as reguired,” Dr.
Prasad asks,

The quality of diet for both the
mother and child is another key
factor linked to stunting, Carbohy-

drate-heavy meals dominate most
Indian households, especially
amang the poor. “In some Adivasi
commumnities | have worked in, pe-
ople eat mounds of rice because
that is all they have access ta, Peo-
ple eat dal once a week or even
once a month,” says Dr. Prasad.
Omly around 1% of Indian chil-
dren under rwo years met the
standard for a minimum accepta-
ble diet in India, as of 200921, The
minimum acceptable diet mea
sures the share of children aged &-
23 months who receive both adeq-
uate dictary diversity and meal fre-
quency f{or, for non-breastfed
children, at least two mill feeds
along with diverse and frequent
meals), While some States have in-
troduced eges  in Anganwadi
meals, access to protein and mi-
cronuirient-rich foods is limited.
Anaemia among  mothers,
closely tied to women's nutrition,
is another reason for stunting
amang children, In 20019-21, in In-
dia, nearly 57% of women aged 15
44 and 67% of children under the
age of five were anaemic.
Sanitation deepens the disad-
vantage. Children exposed to open
defecation and unsafe water are
far more vulnerable to infections
that sap their nutrition and stunt
their growth. Open defecation, in
particular, contaminates ground
water, which enters drinking sup-
plies. This disrupts gut health by
damaging the halance of good bac-
teria necded to absorh food. Ac-
cording to 201921 data, 19% of In-
dian households still practiced
apen defecation. v, Prasad ex-
plains, “There is a vicious cycle
berween infection and malnutri-
tion. A malnourished child falls
sick more often.. When sick, the
child eats less and ahsorbs less,
which pushes the child further in-
to malnourishment.™
The consequences stretch far
beyond height. *Stunting has a
correlation with poverty, less edu-
cation, less employability, and
weaker cognitive skills,” she says.
“Tt locks families into an intergen-
erational cycle of deprivation.”
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Short-changed

The data for the charts wers saurced from the National Family Health Survey
and the POSHAN tracker for June 2025

Chart 1

The share of
children aged
pelow five
yearswho
were stunted
n india
ACross years
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Chart 2: State-wisa share of children aged below five years who wiara stunted
as of June 2035. Data wers analysed only for larger States
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Table 3: Factors linked to stunting and their prevalence according to NFHS 5
1201%-21). Figures are in % and are average figures for India

Factors linked to stunting

Tecnage pregnancy lwomen aged 1519 wha have EE
begun childbearing]

Andemia in children aged 6 te 59 months 67.1
Anaemiain mathers aged 15-99 years 57

Caesarean deliveries 22

Exclusive breastfeeding [for first & months) &d

Childran [5-23 months) with a minimuem accepiable diet 1

Shasre of households with na toilet facilitg 15

dewvyanshi bathehindu.co.n
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: TINUT ST ST 3 ATSI131 & Sdulg YR H a1 Cicd ®i & H oad e HHl 35
YT b TG HRUN BT UR&0T DIFSTT AT 3R D1 18 YU (150 Words)
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Breaking down the Chinese wall

s India and China
commemaorate 75 years
of diplomatic
engagement this year,
strong signs of a diplomatic thaw
have emerged. The meeting
between Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and his Chinese
counterpart, Admiral Dong Jun,
on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation Defence
Ministers’ meeting in January;
resumption of the Kailash
Manasarovar Yatra in June; and
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi's two-day visit to India this
week all offer glimpses of warmth.

A meeting point for two worlds
Long before modern diplomacy
took shape, and borders were
established and redrawn, the
relationship between India and
China was nurtured by something
more enduring: the shared pursuit
of knowledge. As early as the first
millennium CE, Chinese monks
such as Faxian, Xuanzang, and
Yijing journeyed across
treacherous landscapes to reach
Indian centres of learning. At the
heart of this exchange stood
Nalanda, where ideas flowed more
freely than goods, and religious
belief and secular inquiry
coexisted in harmony. Nalanda
was a meeting point of the two
worlds, where cultural and
intellectual connections flourished
far beyond the concerns of
modern statehood. In the quest to
revive Nalanda today, there is
more than nostalgia; there is hope
to rebuild the kind of meaningful,
respectful engagement that once
defined our ties.

Nalanda, both as an institution
and as a philosophy, has long
embodied a commitment to
peace, dialogue, and intellectual
diplomacy. It's enduring spirit
lives on in its motto — “Aa no
bhadra kratavo yantu visvata (let
noble thoughts come to us from all
directions).” This same spirit lives
on in the idea of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam (the world as one
family). This way of thinking has,
for centuries, held together the
threads of exchange between
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Just as Nalanda
once created
space for
dialogue and
learning
between
civilisations,
perhaps today
too, India can
draw from that
spirit to shape
how it engages
with China

India and China.

Since the time of Xuanzang,
scholars, teachers, and students
from both nations have engaged in
meaningful interaction,
unimpeded by the boundaries that
define the modern state. Today,
the space for such academic and
cultural exchange seems to be
narrowed. Should contemporary
political complexities necessarily
limit the flow of ideas between
two ancient civilisations? Stalling
of trade, recurring military
confrontations, and hundreds of
academic or people-to-people
connections awaiting bureaucratic
clearance have created a kind of
stillness, one that feels far
removed from the natural flow of
exchange that once defined our
ties. Why must scholars on either
side require permission to engage
in dialogue, or students hesitate
before considering an academic
exchange with institutions of
global standing across the border?

There is immense potential for
mutual learning. India can look to
China’s initiatives in areas such as
food security, local infrastructure
development, or grassroots
entrepreneurship. And China’s
academic and policy community
may find value in studying India’s
democratic decentralisation, open
civil society engagement, or digital
public goods framework. These
are not points of comparison, but
possible pathways of collaborative
learning.

In this light, one wonders: why
does India’s engagement with
China remain so carefully limited?
Why does strategic ambiguity
continue to define a relationship
rooted in shared intellectual
history? How can we move from
reactive diplomacy towards a
more confident, future-facing
framework that honours the depth
of our civilisational ties, while
meeting the complexities of the
present? How do we deal with the
emergence of ‘the gatekeeper
states,’ limiting the range of
possibilities?

The Nalanda way
Just as Nalanda once created space
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for dialogue and learning between
civilisations, perhaps today too,
we can draw from that spirit to
shape how we engage with China.
There will always be areas where
our paths differ: on the border, in
trade, or in the way we see the
region around us. But Nalanda
reminds us that disagreement
does not have to mean
disengagement. It is possible to
hold firm where we must, and still
stay open to conversations where
they matter.

This approach also calls for
some reflection on how we
prepare ourselves. We don't need
to change our principles, but we
may need to adapt how we
practice them. Investing in
stronger academic and policy
research on China, allowing
smoother academic exchanges in
areas such as environment,
health, and culture, and building
long-term people-to-people
connections are quiet but
important steps. Nalanda drew its
strength from more than just
being a beacon of knowledge.

At the heart of Nalanda’s
tradition were values that still feel
close to us: curiosity, compassion,
and the transformative power of
knowledge. Scholars such as
Silabhadra, who taught the
Chinese monk Xuanzang, showed
that learning could also be a form
of diplomacy. Nalanda wasn’t just
India’s; it was also a place of deep
importance to generations of
Chinese scholars who carried its
teachings home and helped shape
the intellectual and spiritual fabric
of East Asia. Today, perhaps these
principles matter even more. 1f
India and China can draw from
this shared legacy with genuine
intention, they may find a way to
engage with each other more
thoughtfully. Curiosity without
fear, dialogue without suspicion,
and clarity without aggression
could be the beginning of a
steadier path built on
understanding and mutual
respect. We need to break down
our Chinese wall to move beyond
the paranoia that sustains our
China policy.
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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B RITH TgHIRTAT & & & ¥4 H =i HIfSTE | (150 Words)
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released India’s draft Climate Finance

Taxonomy for public consultation. As a
foundational tool, the taxonomy aims to mobilise
climate-aligned investments, prevent
greenwashing, and clarify for investors which
sectors, technologies and practices contribute to
mitigation, adaptation, or transition. Importantly,
the document calls itself a “living” framework,
adaptable to India’s evolving priorities and
international obligations. However, its success as
a credible governance tool will depend on how it
operationalises this principle.

l n May this year, the Ministry of Finance

The review architecture

Herein is a proposed review mechanism that is
structured for the taxonomy, drawing from the
recent regulatory innovations under the Paris
Agreement’s Article 6.4 Mechanism. The Article
6.4 Supervisory Body has adopted a legal and
editorial review system for climate market
instruments. These principles offer a useful
reference for India’s taxonomy to ensure investor
confidence, legal clarity, and
domestic-international alignment.

The review system for the climate finance
taxonomy should function on two
complementary levels. First, there must be a
periodic review mechanism that allows for timely
course correction.

These reviews should be annual and triggered
by implementation gaps, evolving international
obligations, stakeholder feedback, or policy
changes. To be effective, they must follow a
structured and predictable process, with fixed
timelines, clear documentation protocols, and
mandatory public consultation.

Alongside this, a recurring review should be
institutionalised every five years. This deeper,
more comprehensive, process would reassess the
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taxonomy in light of emerging trends in carbon
markets, shifts in global climate finance
definitions, and lessons learned from sectoral
transitions. A five-year cycle corresponds with
India’s updated Nationally Determined
Contributions timeline and the global stocktake
process under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change. Together, these
two levels of review would ensure that the
taxonomy remains both responsive in the short
term and resilient in the long term.

The substantive aspect of the review

Two key aspects must form the basis of any
meaningful review: legal coherence and
substantive content clarity. The legal assessment
should examine the taxonomy’s alignment with
India’s laws: Energy Conservation Act, SEBI
norms, Carbon Credit Trading Scheme, and
international obligations. The review should
ensure enforceability, remove redundancies,
clarify overlaps and harmonise terms. In
addition, the review must identify
interdependencies between climate finance
mandates and other economic or fiscal measures
such as green bonds, blended finance schemes,
or environmental risk disclosures, so that
revisional inconsistencies are avoided.

The substantive editorial review must ensure
that the taxonomy remains readable, coherent
and technically precise. Definitions must reflect
evolving market standards and be usable by both
experts and non-experts.

Where quantitative thresholds exist, for
instance, greenhouse gas emissions reduction
targets or energy efficiency benchmarks, these
must be updated with empirical data and
stakeholder input.

These reviews should ensure the taxonomy
remains accessible for micro, small and medium

enterprises, the informal sector, and vulnerable
communities, crucial for net-zero goals, but
which face barriers. It should provide simplified
entry points, staggered compliance timelines,
and proportionate expectations, especially in
agriculture and small manufacturing.

Institutionalising accountability

To support such a review structure, the Ministry
of Finance should establish a standing unit within
the Department of Economic Affairs or an expert
committee composed of stakeholders from
financial regulators, climate science institutions,
legal experts and civil society. Public dashboards
can be developed to receive inputs, document
implementation experiences and publish review
reports. These measures will ensure the
taxonomy evolves predictably and transparently

Annual review summaries and five-year
revision proposals must be made available to the
public, ideally in a consolidated format, to
improve investor confidence and ease of access.
This will also enable better coordination with
parallel instruments such as India’s carbon
market mechanisms, disclosure obligations and
green bond frameworks.

The taxonomy’s rollout coincides with critical
developments in India’s climate finance
ecosystem. The Carbon Credit Trading Scheme is
expected to be fully operationalised, green bonds
are entering mainstream portfolios, including on
the stock market, and the pressure to align public
investment flows with long-term climate goals is
rising. A weak or opaque taxonomy will undercut
these efforts. A ‘living document’ is only as
effective as the process that keeps it alive through
active review, transparent revision, and
structured engagement. It is hoped that such
consideration will form a part of the final climate
taxonomy framework.
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