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SMfEary THarEl & qad g1 3R RS & Ugd # YUR &R & (oY, davHT & Jeegest T ¥dd g1 A
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Telangana CM launches solar
scheme to benefit tribal farmers

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy
launched the ‘Indira Saura
Giri Jala Vikasam’ scheme
at Macharam in Nagarkur-
nool district on Monday
and asked the officials to
provide solar pumpsets to
all the eligible Scheduled
Tribes farmers in Acham-
pet constituency within a
month.

The Chief Minister, ac-
companied by Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti Vikra-
marka, said this was a un-
ique scheme aimed at em-

powering  the  tribal
farmers.

Mr. Reddy said the pilot
project was being

launched in Macharam for
the benefit of tribals whose
lands were allegedly

CM Revanth Reddy during the
launch of the scheme in
Mahabubnagar on Monday. ANI

snatched away during the
BRS regime and cases were
filed for protests. He sug-
gested to the officials to in-
volve the women’s self-
help groups in setting up
solar power plants, so that
they too could generate re-
venues from it.

Under the Forest Rights
Act, the government has

sanctioned pattas for 6.69
lakh acres benefiting about
2.3 lakh farmers of Sche-
duled Tribes in the State.
The new scheme aims to
provide irrigation facilities
using solar-powered bore-
wells across six lakh acres
of tribal land that don’t
have power connections.

Focussing on making
women stronger financial-
ly, he said Telangana
would see entrepreneurs
among women due to go-
vernment’s initiatives like
awarding works to gener-
ate 1000 MW of solar pow-
er to the women SHGs and
also making them owners
of buses.

Later, the Chief Minister
went to his native village
Kondareddypalle where he
performed special poojas
at the Anjaneya Swamy
temple.

e faivart:

o TSI BT I Y ST (THCH & 3 fHaM! & YR SHoll § ga- arell SRdd Riarg gfaemd
T &A1, oF i R el sneria Riem &1 gfaer 72 g1
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o &I B TG ST & M, faR wu § srie fafem a7 o asf #, Sef iz |ReR &
SRA YA BT IR W @ TS R a1 e B e o

o UEC RIM: AR T4, ARG fSTal - o1 & YRS Sra-ad- o forg g1 14|

o Y HA 3R T UBR HfAFTH: 97 PR AT & T8d, T 2.3 T Snfeard feami &1
6.69 TG T & U2 AU U &1 7% IR Ri=rg dior &1 wed THIHT 6 TRg Tebe Tt Yy 2|

o Tied GRGIHRUT ThIHRUT: AT W4 TeTadl g1 (THUTSH) Bl R T R B & e fopar
ST g1 TRPR Hfge THUS & HILTH J 1000 AT TR FHoll @7 B 3R I8 a9 BT W@
3rafed XA Bt 1t Qo ST 3T 8, o Afgensit Bt anfifes Hriert @t faxn # T Aolgd HeH B

o ISP HEE: $9 HEH BT Ied YW Bl F8Td B R VIR RiTTg Fgrd UaH HRb 1SRy

T & SR SRl THEm & I1Y §T HIAT 31 B g HRAT 8

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: T4 o1 § daIHT H YRE @t 5 ‘SieRT IR ik oien fasraw e & ded | Fafafed sy w
faR &3

1. T Ao &1 3= STfear! fHl &I IR il aifed aRad Riarg faeT TaH &A1 g |

2. 3 6% WRBR ! UTH-HYH ol & dgd a1 b T g

3. 3T AIoFT & d8d IR Soll 943 RITUd 6 H Afed W Terdl J9g! (THudeh) S i fasar s g
4. g IS 9 BRI & dgd Sdfed yff &I aférd deal o

S AU MU Sy § ¥ I I F1 5/62

a) Had 1 3R 3

b) $hadl 1, 3 3R 4

¢) $Had 2 3R 4

d)1,2,33R4

3R b)
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fRrenfact sk wrfwaisll & te qg foaes fsar o) ue giferan Raié 3 fagt aef 2024-25 & forg wgre i

IR ASATR TRET ST (MGNREGS) & UGRH H §gd 3icR BT gara

a1 1 Siafe 59 AT & dgd

URART & USHHRUT & Y HaXe BT [IR gofl 5, ASHIR & Alad-fadl & da H Jrafdes faavor §
fRTae 3ME , Sl T8} YU SiR HTa-aa-ER B J&Harsl &l IoR Hal g

Report reveals delayed wages are a key factor to
mismatch between MGNREGS coverage, delivery

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

A review of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) for
the financial year 2024-25
reveals that while the cov-
erage has increased, with
an 8.6% rise in number of
registered households un-
der the programme, the
delivery of promised em-
ployment has gone down,
with person days having
dropped by 7.1%. This was
revealed in a report re-
leased by LibTech India, a
consortium of academics
and activists on Monday.

Person days under the
MGNREGS is defined as the
total number of workdays
by a person registered un-
der the scheme in a finan-
cial year.

The LibTech study re-
vealed that only 7% of hou-
seholds got 100 days of
work. The MGNREG Act
promises guaranteed em-

fuid @t ger ard:

Women at work: Women levelling the land,

er the MGNREGS,

in ASR district of Andhra Pradesh. v.rRaAJU

ployment up to 100 days.
The report highlights that
total registered households
under the programme
have gone up by 8.6% from
13.80 crore in FY 2023-24
to 14.98 crore in 2024-25.
At the same time, average
days of employment per
household fell by 4.3%,
from 52.42 person days in
FY 2023-24 it went down to
50.18 person days in FY

2024-25. This, the LibTech
report states, reflects a
mismatch between the
scheme’s coverage and its
delivery. “This trend raises
questions about systemic
and implementation-level
challenges that continue to
constrain the programme’s
effectiveness,” the report
said.

Also, the persistent pro-
blem with the programme

Favel ¥ g Afp=1 AR faaror § frrae:

o Uslipd URART &1 T U 8.6% @1 Iia g3, oIl fad a8 2023-24 T 13.80 FRIS J TG 2024-25 H

14.98 TRIS B TS|

of regional variations con-
tinues. Odisha (34.8%) Ta-
mil Nadu (25.1%) and Rajas-
than (15.9%) saw the
sharpest decline in person
days, while Maharashtra
(39.7%), Himachal Pradesh
(14.8%), and Bihar (13.3%)
recorded increases.

Inadequate allocation

Among the key factors
leading to an overall em-
ployment drop are the in-
adequate allocation of bud-
get and extraordinary
delay in wage payments re-
ported from across the
country. Both issues have
been highlighted on va-
rious platforms. The par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Rural
Development in the past
has raised concerns over
reduction in budget alloca-
tion by the Union govern-
ment and its effect on the
progress of the scheme.
People’s Action for Em-
ployment Guarantee
(PAEG) had recommended

a budget allocation of
%2.64 lakh crore for the
MGNREGS for FY 2022-23
itself. However, the Union
government has allocated
only 386,000 crore for FY
2024-25. There was no revi-
sion in the MGNREGS bud-
get for FY 2024-25.

The LibTech report also
notes that the deletions of
MGNREGS workers across
the country have been ar-
rested at least partially.
Between 2022 and 2024,
7.8 crore workers were de-
leted.

The Ministry main-
tained that both deletions
and additions are part of a
regular process. But the
rate of deletions far ex-
ceeded the rate of addi-
tions. In the corresponding
period, only 1.92 crore
workers were added. For
the first time in FY 2024-25,
this trend has been re-
versed, the report notes.
So, while 99 lakh workers
were deleted, 2.22 crore
were added.
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o 39% faudla, IR & aafdd-fei H 7.1% & fRrac ans, S <wiar ® & diomn @) ggdt 7
qRAfde JISHTR Joid & 1Y Ad el @T8!8
0 Had 7% URARI &1 AIFIH & dgd & TR & ©q & I 100 fa HT1 ISR e |

3NTd aafdd-fe=t A firmac:
o USiigrd URART Bt Sgat WeAT & davie, Ufd URAR 3id Hrifeaw 52.42 § gea 50.18 8 4TI
0 I8 HIVS-[Ad0 SHA P STdT § 3R i 3R Y STANT ot YT R FaTd 33TdT 8

QAT S HTATS:

o STgI SIS, Aferrg 3R ISR H AR o faHT H YRt FRrae <& 718, a6t 7eRTy, fedmd uew
3R fogR # g & 1 5| .

o U8 IT-TRIY HErae- # fiFar iR gvad: A O’ &1, A iR ®Hg Af-3mgfd &t
TTfrftera & ofcR Y axifar B

foreifaa wergdl SR aeie aremd:

o facifad FeIgH YA T QR THWT s g5 &, O fIy =0 I e T @l & st Wi &
galcTed PRl o

o FSICIT WAl T ke ¥ 3T g - faw 9 2024-25 & T 86,000 FHRIS ¥UY 3Mafed farg U &,
Sil fb PAEG I AR AT THgI GRT 3R 2.64 &G BRI U A §gd HH 5|

o TGl AN & STASE Foic H PIg AL-g8 YR el g AIciTd SidTdaal # Sl ol e=ifd ]

TG @t G@n d 4 R giS:

0 2022 T 2024 TP, 7.8 HRIS HHANRA! bl g TN, Tafdh Had 1.92 FIS I Srel T, foraa
Goligpd Sriad H AgaqUl < ©Tel gl

o BT, 2024-25 T Ugdl R, UGN IdC TS - 99 TG HHANRA! Bl Gl AT Sidih 2.22 HRIS I
SIST 41, S YHIfad ©9 ¥ erafaga & UR &1 Yobd <ar g

IS e, 3R fAfgared:

YU 2 Seiel 4 98 90 WRid faier, Sishg At O & o SHt 8fiR T arersii &1

I &, S 100 f&AT & ASHTR &Y ST TTRET Bl HHASR HRl ¢ |

AT JHFT St fiamd: arior seifaeT R dffie I=ifadeur (fRiy T I Afgar sfHat &

gﬂz) & o Heayut a8 Ao faarur & HHSIR US @1 ¢, S AN Ydhe 3R SHHdl &l 9T Tdbal
|

SHINY TRl S HUGR] GIld: HH Soic 3HTded JHToieh Y& Bl DHIFd 0 ASTHIN
UGB DT 3R NBR & HATIH IGaTd Pl Gl g

Hfa-wrafaem fadiT. dgd Uoliaxul & Sra9g dged gU Afad-faay &F &I arafasmarstt 8k =ifa
fdier & o fagn & < B
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. aﬁnﬂg@%ﬁg@:%ﬁ@%%ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁHﬁ%wumsﬁ?mmmgﬁm
AT |
o THY W HoIGH YTaH YA & fadfad ymam & fou arafds w1g & AR 8k <8 dF @l

AT
o fadhdipd aioT: Sifties SxRerf Frafaae 3R AT SrTHM & AT R W damrd! & u=red S|
o TR& IUTH b Y qh-tcrt YUR: URERIAT & forw Menfiiest &1 IuahT &3 e Ifad g & famr
93 UM R faeiud T o< |
. \sldld&s“la%wq\d BT A Sifse, e siffee iR fRerrd FaR 0 & SRITTT §9H 3
TIRTHd & |

Ao

o T YRA & forE Siige Y, faRivaR siffe Tde SR Siaag siffddret & 9w 8, 39T &1
fepaTaa H Hehe o1 FTHAT BT US T 2 | Taftd faumu, StRer I 3R ST TR &) aiei 1 &

HIETH I U 3R fharag & &g Pt T@Ts B! UTeT 39b! [AYT=1aar 3iR UHId &l 98T B & fold
IS B

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: HETT Mt AT ITHIOT AR TRE TISHT (MGNREGS), BTl ST ¥ | MRS o, fp
FTag- # TAR FH A I g1 ST $ Havel 3R v # g1d & FHH & U A 59 Y BY
STARFTHSD Siid Be |
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ﬁ%WW(WHO)ﬁ?ﬂHGﬁTHNﬂd—W Hdhe &1 AT BR @] 7, Tt Tgad T ARSI, T
T ST ANGHD AT (Pd (A BT ATHT 18%), Id YU SHITS ¢HI & 3
TR BT U T R g 8 —

V\lbi (\ He
Ox

Aview of the World Health Organization

o 21 SHERY, 2026 BT UG G, TR T $600 AR B} T @Y gt oo iz e
ﬁﬁﬁﬁm%gﬁvmﬁﬁmu&waﬁ&ﬁzmggag %?ﬁg‘ms
qTHedidh B & o ASR TS| g8 foer wHula, o

. for life after
w@zgwmﬁwwﬂ%ﬂﬁmwﬁﬁﬁ the U.S. quits

. Health ou_.mr ation (WHO) wlll_](un

> donors and diplomats in Geneva from
May 19 with one question dominating
their thoughts: how to cope with crises

from mpox to cholera without their main
funder, the U.S..

The annual assembly, with
° am sessions, votes and policy decisions
usually showcases the scale of the U.N.

agency set up to tackle disease outbreaks,

0 ATH, T FEaqul RIve 761 8, o Serquaall 3 auic 1 QT Tfaal s e o

Reuters

dwide.
This year, since U.S. President Donald

Trump started the year-long process to
| leave the WHO with an executive order on
is firs n January, the m

ling down

5 S - e o A e g e
0 3% 91gR e I URY a1 & fo 19T 91eT U] ST SMR faRIW T80 i it St S i

Shid the WHOS work in providing
. . c C ~\e guidelines for countries on new vaccines
ﬁj‘m aa@q GﬁT m‘q’ Qﬁm ﬁ' U ﬁ and treatments for conditions from
- HedYUl opldonHI Chesity to HIv will remaln a proTity.
One WHO slideshow for the event
0o < suggested work on approving new
Iﬂ{d{dl {qd{l | medicines and responding to outbreaks
would be protected while =
—~ ~\ . = programmes and offices in wealthier
o, countries could be closed.
o) L[ HP Yloi-] 21% The U-S. had provided around 18% of
the WHO’s funding. Its year-long exit

process, mandated under U.S. law, means
W a:"' | the U.S. will remain a WHO member until
its official departure -y 21, 2026.

-ump — who accused the WHO of
mishandling COVID, which it denies
muddied the waters days after h
atement by saying he might con:
9
.
e UGR STEAHT § dedra:
3AR®T & Ui ged & 91y, 9 iy e dl 91 & ol dUR §
- wlll remain
O 2{1 -ql.-l QI\)—LI ql Id(l'-l dl qu.-l 7 ber until its official
. . . departure on January 21, 2026
iiﬂﬂ$| I%w| a; EEISH ﬁ- aa asa HR:”&H Ia’;l! 1|l1 E||1|a|-_-| %
2022 ?IR a‘)—r 20 (o) rejoining the agency if its staff “clean it
up.”
But global health envoys say there has
E |21; a_(g (;" | ll] | | I since been little sign of a change of heart.
v So the WHO is planning for life with a

. $GO0O million hole in the budget for this
Gire & iR YISHIe GHIT @l a1 &Y forera oo = e B
o) - , o
w As the U.S. prepares to exit, China is set
- 9 - 9 to become the biggest provider of state
TG derdl 3R & SR | fidmi 3¢ 9t g1 e e A e
0 funding alongside donations. Its

contribution will rise from just over 15%
to 20% of the total state fee pot under an
overhaul of the funding system agreed in
2022

(] Others have suggested this might be a
° WHO a&la'l' m . time for an even broader overhaul rather
. than continuity under a reshufiled
. . . A . A hierarchy of backers
“Does WHO need all its committees?
o e A TSl & T TTYT SUANT TR ITARD TET Bl TETAT ot vmiiis pethsomiss,
g of publications each year?” Anil Soni
thef executive of the WHO Foundation,
| p dependent fund-raising body for the
: -y, asked.
. e . e . . c N d the changes had prompted a
‘e-examination of the agency’s
o §¢ HIAT HUT PIADGH] Pl DH oo o chine wiomis
I be focused on details like purchs

e Q petrol during emergencies.
q) ‘{"l I OL| I L‘I Cb H C*) I QI ,.| I m m | Other business at the assembly
includes the rubber-stamping a
. . 1 agreement on how to handle future
pandemi nd drumming up more cash
o WHO 4 31 W e ANT d¢ -

But the focus emain on fun

=
a . under the new world ord
wl@ G'HL‘”dc*)IQ"”FI 'q? ml to the event, a WHO manager s 1
B email to staff asking them to Volunter,

without extra y, as ushers.
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o TREATHS GUR 3R IR G&T:
oWHo%sgéﬁm,wmmﬁaﬁﬂwﬁuﬁamw@mmeﬁ?ﬂm@ﬁwmaﬁ
JaTad 3t g
o JATd 36 I} & TN WHO ! 3fard fRufaal & 3o wdie o Yeu-wasig afoiReay # e g
TMEY? T ARG D AT T Bl I FURI TR [TIR A & 1T AR R W@ & |

o HEWRI Y 3R muTdeTel= aur:
o faiig Tave & &g, WHO el ¥ Uah Ui HeTaR! 9Hsid &1 gfP 33+ &t IHiiG &, o Hids
o HETHIRG! & Uit & e e afyyes fam Heuifa s
o COVID-19 Y& & He-oR g8 Heayul §, URCRH STl AUl URMHNG 3fac 3R e dob JaH

Ugd i el

o grar ffRar 3R sgusha wuwis:
o WHO &1 et &1 gl WadT - Jeifdd anTeM (Few Il ¥) 3R Wi aF RIod! 3R ot
SIS Q) - A SIS IAR-ISTE 3R UMD aTadt & fofy SRRA& Sl 21
o 99 ararslt W FAHRar 3w TRy THFA & HHSIR SRl 8, WD 5d TG HeR 30 Wd &
WY Tolg P 3 I & |

o MG HHTYA 3R AP Hepe:
o I e 39 fig W uga T § fob Ssgudsil & SHamal &I fomar sRiael & e o1 sifafkad
dd & WIATPH P U H HTH B & ¢ ST 71 U1, S URETE d-1d ol TeTs i el g

e

. 3ff 1 HiNlal Yabe AfY® WRg ARA & Hios &1 fhr & aRuIfid exa & fore ue
S g1 3T B! Al 7 FHad faxiig fRuRdT afer sguelia audr Sik deRydl & Hf TR | STad 3|
I SR 3 AR faauIvD! BT I THIE & Adad P! Igd Tl g, Tt TRINT GR&fT, T o
T GUR 3R T¢1 §3 URGRIA &1 A7 8 Il & | I8 S=gudsh & fu 3 &0 Bidy &I Wisd ardl-
7@ aTch WA ATsT ¥ <RI, SReRdl IR STTRA dfYd WTed HRATs § 96a- &I 3a¥R g

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ty fay TRy H1a ¥ GGdd AT 3URDT D1 d1eR a1 dfYd Wy sguedic I TeR Yae &l Yobvd odl
g1 dfY® W IRH & T TR S TSI & THTE! BT ST ® oiid BR| (15 marks)
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HRd # fHRl & Aemd & ddx dedl fiar 3 7u R T e eneefid fhar 8, W dR R Nvul RadrsT & 74

TR & SR, ForH s=af & Twor $iR Hierd R e digd fhar T SrSHiudeR-THemEEr, gt 3R
Ufeieh 3 BISSTA 3 i ufied w8 fRauR®! 7 g1d & H fFeRl & HieH & ARId &l 98k &1 &

fere ifortd ReR St 1 81

o TF HEM & iR URGRN W™ AT T S &1 JA BIC BT Fe 39 TE DI draplierddl dl
YGifhd HdT g1 g pad WY el fiar 78l 8, sfcer T s Imroie-3fdfe ik iemes

Il B

Combating obesity among adolescents

here is an increased
focus in public
discourse on growing
obesity among
adolescents. The seventh edition
of Poshan Pakhwada, held last
month, focused on childhood and
adolescent obesity alongside the
first 1,000 days of life. The ‘Let’s
Fix Our Food’ consortium, a
multi-stakeholder initiative
spearheaded by the Indian
Council of Medical
Research-National Institute of
Nutrition, the Public Health
Foundation of India,
UNICEF-India, and others,
recently released a set of policy
briefs advocating for the need to
better the food environments for
adolescents. Last month, in a
move to improve transparency on
food labels, the Supreme Court
gave the Central government a
strict three-month window to
finalise and enforce transparent
food labelling regulations. These
measures point towards growing
concern about the problem.

Nutrition paradox
Adolescence is a period of rapid
growth and transformation that
lays the foundation for future
health and well-being. Yet, in
India, this crucial stage is being
compromised not only by the
problem of under nutrition but
also by an emerging epidemic of
obesity and diet-related
non-communicable diseases.
Ironically, we now live in an era
where reaching for a highly
processed packaged food item is
more convenient than choosing
healthier alternatives. Poor
nutrition, driven by the aggressive
marketing and widespread
availability of ultra-processed
foods, is pushing our youth
towards a lifetime burden of
obesity, diabetes, and
cardiovascular diseases. This is
threatening their well-being and
also the nation’s long-term
productivity and growth.

India has, for a while, been
facing a nutrition paradox where
under nutrition and obesity
coexist. While malnutrition

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.

Dr. SubbaRao

M. Gavaravarapu
Scientist-F and Head,
Nutrition Information,
Communication and
Health Education
Division,
ICMR-(National
Institute of Nutrition
NIN)

L
Dr. Bharati
Kulkarni

Director, ICMR-NIN

A healthier
India demands
more than
awareness — it
requires healthy
eating plates,
playgrounds,
policy action,
youth
leadership, and
a major shift in
our food
environments

persists among children, obesity
and diet-related diseases are
surging at an alarming rate. As per
the World Obesity Atlas 2024,
India has one of the steepest
annual increases in childhood
obesity globally. The
Comprehensive National Nutrition
Survey indicates that on average,
over 5% of adolescents in India
and as many as 10-15% in about 10
States are either overweight or
obese. For a country with a fifth of
its population being adolescents,
this is deeply concerning.
Adolescents are among the
most vulnerable yet least
empowered. In an apparently
liberal food environment, their
food choices appear to be many,
but healthier options are not easy
to find. Food choices are shaped
by schools, social media, peer
influence, and aggressive
marketing. As highly processed
foods, sugary drinks, and high
sodium foods become dietary
staples, obesity rates among
teenagers continue to climb at an
alarming pace. Nutrition,
however, is not just a health issue
— it directly impacts education,
mental well-being, and future
productivity. Poor nutrition is
linked to decreased concentration,
lower academic performance, and
higher absenteeism, limiting
students’ potential. In our current
food systems frameworks, a shift
in power towards children (or
those who uphold children’s
rights) is imminent to achieve
healthy and equitable food
systems that prioritise children’s
well-being. Government policies
such as making nutrition a Jan
Andolan (people’s movement)’,
and school health and wellness
programmes, will create greater
awareness on nutrition.

Dealing with the crisis

What we essentially need is a
two-pronged approach: strong
regulatory policies that prioritise
adolescent health and active youth
engagement. How can policies
ensure that healthy foods become
accessible, affordable, and most
importantly, aspirational in our

diverse food environments? Fiscal
measures such as a health tax on
high fat, salt, and sugar, and
subsidies for nutrient-rich foods,
have proven to be somewhat
effective in discouraging
consumption of sugar sweetened
beverages in other countries. We
must implement front-of-pack
nutrition labels to enable
informed consumer choices,
alongside stricter regulations to
curb misleading advertisements
targeting children, particularly on
digital platforms and in schools.

Schools too play a critical role
in shaping children’s food
environments. Nutrition
education in schools and
communities can empower the
youth to make informed food
choices, and take up physical
activity. However, the problem is
not only about a lack of awareness
or bad food choices. Thereisa
need to enhance food literacy as
an essential life skill that can equip
adolescents to differentiate
between healthy and unhealthy
food, whether they are bought
from outside or prepared at home;
help them choose diverse diets
from what is locally grown; and to
be able to read and decipher the
information on food labels.

We also need inter-ministerial
coordination. Nutrition falls under
multiple ministries - Women and
Child Development, Health,
Agriculture, Industry, Consumer
Affairs, and Education — and each
is working on different aspects.
However, without convergence in
discourse and action, efforts
remain fragmented. Initiatives
such as Poshan Abhiyaan provide
a framework for collaboration, but
a united front from multiple
sectors can advocate for stronger
regulatory frameworks.

It is time to acknowledge that a
healthier India demands more
than awareness — it requires
healthy eating plates,
playgrounds, policy action, youth
leadership, and a major shift in
our food environments. When we
prioritise healthy beginnings, we
will pave the way for a hopeful
future.
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FUIOT FT GIgRT aIgt:

o  YRd TN fORIYTHTT BT JIHAT R 38T § - HUINUT 3R HIeTaT U MY AING o, WADHR [HRIRI H | &
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T TR-Temt I (@RS H TR gfg 3l o e g

o 3% HicT Teay 2024 & 3HUR, YR g9 H e &1 die gig H 969 SR 5
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TRAATHD BIRUT 3R ATHTD - P iad THIG:
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o IR} P11, T HHCRAT, JIId HSTT 3R SRATRAGR W Uil &1 s fefred fauum
fHRIRY Pt SER Fad 3iedl &I MHR AT ]|

o THi UTGdHH H UINUT & <LaH €, SR Siia SIRd & &0 | e ATeRdT 199 g |

o PR, TSR S & AY-TTY TUMCNTT 3R TGRS s & HRU W fddved 1 & off Te
HH L § |

TR 9T & gfums:

o WIS fHTR UINUT Had Teh WY JHET 81 g; T8 UHIfad el &
o A B TR THTIdT, HH Qe uerH|
o UM% WRE: YRR P Bfa Jaeht Tamsii 3R aa I JS183 7 |
o IATEHT: eemIierd e &mar § St 3R Wy T T g TGl

ifaera Uy SR 3@ BT
o TNUT SHfATE, N0 & AU S sfidiad iR Wpd WY 3R Sl HRHH S INERT Ugd

JHRIAD hH g |

o TP, Afee 3R 919 e, Wy, Rem, IuHiedr AT O HAedl & a9 fadsd & HRU
FYGRUT Y B Bl B

o [HIRI # AU & AT B 7Y U ¥ JO9d & & ad IR-HAad! GHa9 B aadhdl

HE@qul g
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T {51 ST A1fev - U |- 3marH Iurifa:
1. faframe iR Ioe I g au:

o 3= g, T 3R THS (HFSS) W Uarlf IR Wy o) 3R QY Wre uerdf iR gfes! |

o gfrd Al @7 & ergar & fo U & e oo defeT|

o AR WY UGTdl & YHS G701 R ufdasy T, faviy &9 9 f$foea difean sk w@a =it
& U1 O g P Aferd BT

2. gaT3fl B JRIGT ST 3R WTel Yunferdl &) Sgar:

o JU=TR® UTaasHH & FR & U T Yoy e

o WTE TIeRdT: fPRY ) W dad UgHT, WG fAwedl & diF 3R BT 3R WM U J
JTT 7T 1] Yerlf ot TRT8T 6T g |

o TW & HaM, UIdh 3R W - AR W BRihA! vt AR Tfafafy sraeam|

e

o TPRIRI H Hierar Had MeR et T 761, e @ araraRvl, A faes SR amvifeus® gHTa
DI UITCITT famhadT 81 W URA & U SReddl ¥ Hal JTal &I 9evd § - 39P a4 9g-831d
ufaferar, Tered faframes Ium, Teed gar Add SR feeTss, <RivTd @Te] Yunferdl &t sRexd g1 SISl
fHRIRT & U0 § §GaTd BT S HRA & SUIRAD G ATHR H o= g |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YR U0 fORTUTHI &1 JTEAT DR I8T 6, T8l [HRIRI J HUINUT 3R HierdT g Uh 1Y HI9g o | YRd o
fHRIRT # ggd Al & oy SHeR HR®! IR 91 B 3 GgX aIg &I g ®X- & 8 ifaiTd geaay &
W%I (250 words)
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Understanding India’s relationship with Turkey and Azerbaijan

Data suggests that even if an official trade ban is issued against these two nations, India stands to lose little

DATA POINT

Nitika Francis
Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ollowing Turkiye and Azer-
F baijan’s support for Pakis-

tan after India’s military
confrontation in the wake of the
Pahalgam massacre, many online
travel platforms reported a sharp
spike in cancellations of tour book-
ings to these countries. Many In-
dian tour operators withdrew off-
ers and promotional packages for
trips to Turkiye and Azerbaijan.
On social media, calls to “boycott™
both countries gained traction. In-
stitutions such as IIT Bombay, IIT
Roorkee, and Jawaharlal Nehru
University suspended MoUs with
some Turkish universities.

Data show that the relationship
between Pakistan and Turkiye has
been strengthened by arms trade.
The two countries have also
shown reciprocal support during
past geopolitical standoffs. For in-
stance, Turkiye has backed Pakis-
tan on the Kashmir issue, while Pa-
kistan has supported Turkiye in
disputes related to Cyprus.

Similarly, in 2020, it was with
Turkish backing that Azerbaijan
captured much of the Armenian-
populated enclave from Armenia.
Though Azerbaijan regained full
control of the region in 2023, Tur-
kive denied any direct involve-
ment in that year’s operation.

Data from the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) shows that Turkiye has
been exporting arms to Pakistan
since the 1990s. Chart 1 shows
Turkiye’s arms exports to Pakistan
between 1995 and 2023 by catego-
ry and volume. A significant share
of this trade comprised artillery —
defined as naval, fixed, self-pro-
pelled guns, howitzers, and multi-
ple rocket launchers. Pakistan also
received armoured vehicles from
Turkiye, including tanks, ar-
moured cars, and personnel car-
riers.

India has supplied weapons to
Armenia (Chart 2). Most of these
exports comprise surface-to-air
missile systems and a few multiple
rocket launchers. In contrast, SI-
PRI data shows no official arms
transactions between India and
Azerbaijan, or India and Turkiye.

Last week, some Indian trader
associations passed resolutions to
boycott all forms of trade and com-
mercial engagement with Turkiye
and Azerbaijan. However, data
suggests that even if this escalates
into an official trade ban, India
stands to lose little. Crude oil is the
primary import from both coun-
tries, but their combined share in
India’s total crude imports has re-
mained below 1% over the past six
years (Chart 3). In contrast, Azer-
baijan could face a greater impact,
as India was its third largest desti-
nation for crude oil as of 2023.

Another major import from
Turkiye is machinery and mechan-
ical appliances, including nuclear
reactors, boilers, and related
parts. But even in this category,
Turkiye accounts for only about 1%
of India’s total imports (Chart 4).
India remains far more dependent
on countries such as China and
Germany for such equipment.

While calls to boycott Turkiye
and Azerbaijan have led to “mass
cancellations™ of travel bookings
from India, data shows that Indian
tourists formed less than 1% of all
tourists to Turkiye in 2024. That
said, the number of Indian visitors
to Turkiye has been rising steadily
in recent years (Chart 5).

In 2023, Indians made up less
than 6% of all tourists in Azerbai-
jan, but this share rose to around
10% in 2024. The boycott calls,
therefore, come at a time when In-
dian travel to both these countries
was on the rise (Chart 6).

The number of Indian students
pursuing higher education in Tur-
key and Azerbaijan has also in-
creased in recent years. In 2017,
the number of Indian students in
these countries was less than 100.
As of January 2024, it increased by
at least seven times (777).

Interests in
conflict

The data for the charts were sourced from SIPRI, the
Lok Sabha, Turkey's Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
the Azerbaijan Tourism Board, UN Comtrade, the
Ministry of Commerce, and the Azerbaijan State
Statistical Committee

Chart 1: The chart shows Tiirkiye’s arms
exports to Pakistan between 1995 and 2023
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Chart 2: The chart shows India’s weapons
exports to Armenia over the years
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Chart 3: The country-wise share of India’s
imports of crude oil over the six years
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Chart 4: The country-wise share of India’s
imports of nuclear reactors and machinery
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Chart 5: The chart shows the number of tourists from India
and Pakistan to Tiirkiye
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Chart 6: The chart shows the number of tourists from India
and Pakistan to Azerbaijan

1,20,000

1,00,000

80,000

60,000

40,000

20,000

Hm ufl 5.
2008 2010

2012

(in absolute numbers)

'S

2014

® Pakistan ® India

l;-l,-!,-l;-l-lilllllllllplk

2016 2018 2020 20222023

20222023

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,goA ] \ rﬁzmm]

UMIYA | \NJ i services

Y-ITerHTaD FEYH:

o THI-UIfPT TSSs:
o &1 7 Td IHY ¥ HIHR e, W Uifhed™ &1 9HdA fwar g, e sfare & 9rguy R utfea™ 3 ol
&1 T foa g1 3D IReR! ¥ U ¥ o Ioled ©, I 1990 & G 4 AR Ui Bi
A9 3R SecRag argHl oY 81YaR fafd R @R

o IITRAVH-THI TS
o THAT & FIY ATTNI-PRANE TIY T SRS B! T hadl Bl AUS U F o gRT a1
T ST T, BTaileh SfBRT A MBS qR W Yde HRfleRt ¥ 396R foar ol 39% fausta, YRa A
forarsd Rew 3R e dl=r Ifed ST & 37 Tgrd U &t 8, S YR 3R 3RS &
o Torifae Aade 9T gU R |

YR &1 IuHIfae R

o Tdfh YRA 3R BRI & & DI MMABNG SUIR AR Tl 3, YR 3 Tl & &3
ufdgal SEFTT & A &y f[aBHRid oy &, ST R0 ST1h=™ d T g&d e JUHITd o1 Jobd gdl
gl

o SMHFET & WY URA B dad! 99 YFTERT SIAME g & Pl & Fed WHIT Bl Goadl & 3R
T & O I B W B & 30 TS YT d&d! o A1 TR & |

IR 3R i Smam:

o e A TR & qracg, snfde way Wifta §:
o THI 3R SR ¥ T ad BT Yo 3T HRA & A Hed adl 11T BT 1% 3 off HH B
o g1 9 AR 3R TifAes Iuaur off YRA & SHTATd TIh<t BT I 1% e B

° maﬁ?qum
o HRAIT Tded ol & $d T YaTg o1 1% I ff H 3w &, g1 IieShR I Ugd U 96 @
2
o 31 ARG, 3foReSTH H, 2024 T Tt tewm! H URTID! &1 WA THT 10% BHT |
o G S 7 YR S &1 T, gl 9 6T § (2024 T 777), LU, .. TT AT fern o it
&I Ja1 H 3UeTHd U B
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R fagar Hifa & forg ffgard:

HH IR SIRH, I YcTBTHBT: ! 3R SRS & o8 HRd BT TS ST A g, e
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TRV & =f¥epIvr 1 Xdifod fbar g

el A Tder: T & T YRT P Ugd U ardfde IeHifae e o guifdt 8, St gol-
SoRSSH-UTfbea Bueha nfaeiiaar & te ufa-Fuehy W@ (WRd-smFar-da/asu) & 9y
Tdferd &Rt 2

FHeifad [qad Bt ATTISH T STafdh AH - HIaHT ATl ST BT SHTT-YTHT H & Uef | g, faew
A ! e UGS a&al gRT FRId fovar ST F1fde, e oid YRd He TRET SR ufy
TR F ot U 1 AR FR @I R

A
o JBI R ORI & WY YRA & Ay, 3w =P J Fag! g & Sravle, Text UMD SR James

AN ! GRIid ¢ | Ib! BT TN P GaT THUH, ST AT BT Add B Bl 3D HeaAIDB I
3R IG! & Tfohaar URA & oY Heiifad SR JRefm Taieh THT ave &1 Ridd UeT &l ¢ | gTale
YR & J&4f T IR I B3 W JHIH Ta! 8l Tabal §, A Uidd 3R g7 TRAT & YRd & dad
YU B! ST W & foIT He-ifded Je1d & 1Y 01T UfaRie i fHdrd: U Sgferd oI ST
R B

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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USH 9rel UHTEl UR == H3 1 (250 words)
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Getting the ‘micropicture’ at the panchayat level

the buzzword for the government for quite

some time now. However, the extent of
data-based decision-making in practice remains
an open question.

Critics point to the delay in conducting Census
operations and releasing Census data to
researchers. They also highlight the other surveys
carried out by the government and/or the change
in methodology, thereby making the availability
of time series data difficult, as obstacles to
overcome in evidence-based decision-making at
all levels of government. But government officials
point to the availability of mammoth data in the
portals of different Ministries and also the
National Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy
(NDSAP), 2012 of the Government of India. This
policy intended to make non-sensitive
government data available to the public in an
open, accessible, and reusable format
(https://data.gov.in).

However, researchers complain that the data
made available are not in a format which can be
easily understood by the public or elected
representatives. Citizens and even trained
researchers feel overwhelmed by the voluminous
data. Data visualisation tools on
https://data.gov.in as well as other government
portals are relatively under-developed. Data
analytics leaves a lot to be desired. Consequently,
decisions continue to be made based on
experience and/or the intuitions of Ministers and
senior bureaucrats at the Union and State levels.

E vidence-based decision-making has been

Data generation and use
At the grassroots level — the gram panchayats,

blocks and districts — data are only generated and

fed into the system for use by senior officials at
the State and national headquarters. Generally,
portals are designed to meet the requirements of
the heads of departments and secretaries and
certainly not of government functionaries and
elected representatives at the district, block or
gram panchayat levels. Thus, we always get the
‘mega picture’ and not the ‘micro picture’. Data
at the gram panchayat level gets linked to a
household and family and so becomes difficult to
ignore if presented in an easily understandable

Sunil Kumar

is a visiting faculty at
the Gokhale Institute
of Politics and
Economics and a
member of the Pune
International Centre.
He is also a former
Secretary of the
Ministry of Panchayati
Raj, Government

of India

The PAI portal
can become a
useful tool for
officials of line
departments
and help local
and State
governments

form to residents.

On the PAI

It is in this context that the magnitude of the work
that has gone into the making of Panchayat
Advancement Index (PAI) Baseline Report
2022-23 (officially released in April 2025 by the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj) needs to be
understood. PAI is a composite Index and has
been compiled based on 435 unique local
Indicators (331 mandatory and 104 optional) with
566 unique data points across nine themes of
LSDGs (Localization of Sustainable Development
Goals) aligned with the National Indicator
Framework (NIF) of the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation. Validated data
relating to over 2.16 lakh gram panchayats have
been analysed and presented in a form where
even a sarpanch or ward member can
understand (with some support) not only where
their GP stands in relation to the nine LSDGs but
also what needs to be done to achieve them. Data
relating to a little over 11,000 GPs were not
included in PAI as they could not be validated as
in laid down procedure. While 25 States/Union
Territories provided validated data of almost
100%GPs, it is a matter of serious concern that
Uttar Pradesh provided data for only 23,207 GPs
(40%) out of its 57,702 GPs. This omission raises
serious questions about the state of development
in U.P. The PAI portal (www.pai.gov.in) can serve
as a useful tool for officials of line departments. A
constituency-wise report generation facility can
prove very useful for even Members of
Parliament and Members of the Legislative
Assembly if they wish to make a specific
intervention in respect of any LSDG.

It is a dramatic shift that data have now been
linked to outcome. For instance, is the GP really a
healthy panchayat? Based on the scores of GP on
Healthy Panchayat indicators, gaps can now be
easily identified and plugged in a short period.
Further, the role of all stakeholders such as the
individual, community, elected representatives
and frontline workers of the health department
would also suggest themselves. Excellent
coordination between the frontline workers of
development departments such as rural

development, panchayati raj, education, health,
drinking water and elected panchayat
representatives and civil society organisations
(CS0s) is seen as a very important factor in the
performance of GPs on PAL

It would be ideal if over 4,000 institutions
linked with the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan undertake
a study of at least five gram panchayats in their
vicinity and explain to the community the
implications of their PAI score and what could be
done by them to improve their score.
Hand-holding of GPs by these institutions and
CS0s would go a long way in supplementing the
role of departmental officials and attaining the
SDGs. The PAI score card also has implications for
how corporate social responsibility funds, the
Prime Minister’s Mineral Area Fund administered
by the District Mineral Foundation (DMF),
Members of Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme (MPLADS) and Member of Legislative
Assembly Local Area Development Scheme
(MLALAD) among others can be used for
realisation of SDGs by 2030.

Need for analysts

There is an urgent need to provide trained data
analysts at the block and district panchayat levels
who can prepare and provide regular report
cards for various stakeholders. More than the
Union Government, PAI can be a gamechanger
for State and local governments. A Similar
Achievement Index should also be formulated for
urban local governments. A baseline PAI report
should be followed by publications of reports at
regular intervals especially after the difficult
groundwork has been done.

PAT is much more than a ranking of GPs,
Districts or States. It is a call for action. GPs faring
poorly are in need of support. We need to not
only understand where funds are going or how
they are being used (or misused). We need to use
the latest data visualisation tools to make all
stakeholders understand their critical role and
ensure that the goal of making India march
forward on the path of development becomes a
reality.

The views expressed are personal
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Tg:

o XM H WIET-31YIRA 070 a1 R 9R URd § ¢ 6T @, Al Scl & HIRals ard ide® § agarT,
Ry Tu 9 T TR ), D g1

o T XIS HATET GRT 81 &1 § Uarad SAfd Jadbie (GIEsTs) Suargd RUrE 2022-23 &1 THRY TH
A (ST TR W A RITHS IRl & Y Sl &I siie 8 Uh Agayul Hid &1 IR g

o Uiuams & FRaffd ufafAfel ik Akt & a8 THsM A Ade o1 & forw fovms fear mar g f&
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Sel-JaTferd M- | gHifaar:
o STT U 3R ITIIRIGT & i 3feR: .
o BIEliP data.govin SR WEWIT AT STT TGV 3R Tgd HIfT (NDSAP), 2012 & T5a far=mer
IRPHRI ST BRE P 8, Alb 39 STl ! U, [AFeSoRM 3R SRS Ui ]|
o UfRIféra eMersmarei, Raifea S TR & ufafafl &) a 91 8t SIS, SR WRe feue, srafde
dp-IepIdl a1 Sel DI AT & HRUI A Sfaed Fde # Hi3-1s Aegy Hd g |

o Sel f%eH &1 elu-s13 REewH:
o A AIgeT ST e 3R THIATSTY WehiH WG RAURS! SR WU, 918 Yawd! a1 thears—
PRGBSl B! T T B Tolld BT IT I -TR IR & fore fewig= fpu mu g
%uﬁggwmm&w&mﬁﬁﬁwméﬁwwww gferft
|

TarId AT GADiP (NTME) FT Hea:

o THSH 3R AP Yobdeh fd & WY WiWd N fawawrd &3 # 435 R bl H1 TN B
A Ra 90 Yadidh |
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