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India’s Russian o1l cuts predate U.S. ta

The 25% additional tariff by the U.S. came into effect on August 27 while government figures show a reduction in energy imports from Russia in the previous months compared

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ndia is implementing
l a larger strategy to re-

duce its dependence
on oil imports from Russia,
with the higher tariffs im-
posed by the U.S. coming
at a time when India was
already cutting its Russian
oil imports, according to
an analysis of official data.
This has been confirmed
by government officials.

An analysis by The Hin-
du of government trade da-
ta shows India’s oil imports
from Russia in September
2025 - the first full month
during which the US’s
50% tariffs on Indian im-
ports were applicable —
were 29% lower in terms of
value and 17% lower in
terms of volume than in
September 2024.

However, the data show
that this is part of a larger
strategy rather than a reac-
tion to the tariffs, half of

which were imposed as a
“penalty” for importing
Russian oil.

Bigger strategy

The Russian oil-related
25% additional tariff by the
U.S. on Indian imports
came into effect on August
27. However, data show
that India had cut the value
of Russian oil imports in
eight of the previous 10
months up to September
2025, compared with the
corresponding period of
2024. In five of these
months — February, May,
June, July, and September
— the cuts exceeded 20%
each. “India has known for
a while now that its depen-
dence on Russian oil im-
ports had grown too high
and so it was already work-
ing on a plan to reduce
this,” an official in the Un-
ion Ministry of Commerce
and Industry told The Hin-
du on the condition of ano-
nymity, given the sensitivi-
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India has cut the value of Russian oil
imports in eight out of the previous
10 months up to September 2025

The chart shows year-on-year change in the value of oil imported

by India from Russia (in %)
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2025

ty of the issue.

“The Trump tariffs had
come during that time,”
the official said. “Yes, they
are a factor to be kept in
mind, but they are not
driving Indian policies.”

Since the 50% tariffs
were imposed, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
been repeatedly claiming
that India will be cutting its
imports of Russian oil, so-

SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

mething the Indian govern-
ment has neither con-
firmed nor denied.

Separately, formal trade
talks between India and
the U.S. have resumed af-
ter a brief hiatus, with
statements again being
made about tranche one of
a Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment expected to be con-
cluded “soon”.

Several Indian Minis-

ters, including External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal, and Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman,
have asserted that India
will make its energy import
decisions as per its needs
and best interests, and not
under duress.

Declining share
The reduction of Russian

with 2024; a Commerce Ministry official said Trump tariffs were imposed at the same time and they were a factor to consider, but they are not driving Indian policies

oil is not just in absolute
terms, but also in terms of
its share in India’s total oil
imports.

Russian oil accounted
for about 41% of India’s to-
tal oil imports in Septem-
ber 2024, which came
down to 31% by September
2025. However, rather than
a one-off, the data confirm
that this is part of a longer
process.

Russia’s share in India’s
oil imports grew from 1.6%
in 2020-21 to 2% in 2021-22,
before steadily jumping to
19% in 2022-23, 33.4% in
2023-24, and 35.1% in
2024-25.

The first six months of
202526 had, however,
snapped this four-year in-
creasing trend, with Rus-
sia’s share falling to 32.3%
in the April-September
period.

Diversified imports
Russia’s war in Ukraine, the
resultant sanctions on it by

the U.S. and Europe, and
the discounts it provided
India resulted in a signifi-
cant shift in India’s oil im-
port basket for a few years
after the war started, with
an increasing dependence
on Russia.

Some of that is now re-
versing itself as India has
started shifting away from
Russian oil.

In 2021-22, the U.S. ac-
counted for 9.2% of India’s
oil imports and the UAE ac-
counted for 12.4%. This was
when Russia accounted for
only 2% of India’s oil
imports.

By 2024-25, Russia ac-
counted for 35.1% of India’s
oil, while the shares of the
U.S. and the UAE had fallen
to  4.6% and 9.7%,
respectively.

In the first six months of
2025-26, the U.S. share has
once again increased to 8%
and that of the UAE to
11.7%, even as Russia’s
share has fallen to 32.3%.
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Climate talks veer away
from ‘implementation’

Differences over financing and pathways have hurt progress on a decisive deal on climate action;
observers say European nations have reached the ‘maximun’ they can deliver in terms of finance

sy

Jacob Koshy the maximum funds that
BELEM can be made available as

top “the blah-blah,
s down with gas in

Asia,” chants a group
of activists in the hallways
of the COP30 venue in Be-
1ém, Brazil, while they
raise colourful banners
and placards condemning
oil and gas drilling.

The walls of this spraw-
ling venue hosting the cli-
mate talks — once this har-
bour-city’s airport — are
makeshift and porous and
these chants bleed through
into the more sombre
rooms, where teams of de-
legates from a coalition of
countries — nearly all of
them Asian — cobble to-
gether common ground to
stonewall and delay firm
action on eschewing fossil
fuel use. The countries are
collectively called the Like
Minded Developing Coun-
tries (LMDC).

Saudi Arabia is a vocal
representative  of the
LMDC that comprises sev-
eral oil and gas producing
nations and given the criti-
cality of fossil fuel to their
economies, have for years
resisted a phase-out plan
for fossil fuel. The ‘Like
Mindedness’ of these
countries is fuzzy.

Activists participate in a demonstration outside the venue for the
COP30 UN Climate Summit in Belem on Wednesday. Ap

The climate talks in Ba-
ku, last year, concluded
with the rich countries
promising to deliver $300
billion annually by 2035,
which was viewed as insuf-
ficient to keep the world
from heating beyond two
degrees Celsius (2C). The
push-back against this — a
position India has indepen-
dently articulated multiple
times — is that these sums
are never available as low-
cost loans or grants and
available largely as part of
commercial transactions.

“Grants and concession-
al resources can lower the
cost of capital, facilitating a
robust pipeline of invest-

ments and making these
investments more sustain-
able by lowering the cost of
capital,” India said on No-
vember 15.

Differing views

On the other hand, obser-
vers as part of European
delegations say that several
Western European coun-
tries have reached the
“maximum” they can de-
liver in terms of such pu-
blic finance. “While it is
well understood that (de-
veloping) countries have
their own limitations and
planned pathways regard-
ing their dependence on
fossil fuel, the sense is that

public finance have alrea-
dy been done so,” said Jen
Mattias Clausen, EU Pro-
gram Director with Conci-
to, a think tank in Denmark
and who has been part of
COP negotiations for over a
decade.

This fundamental log-
jam guides attempts by the
President of COP negotia-
tions, at present Andre La-
go of Brazil, to opt for a
process whereby all coun-
tries — nearly all of them
who are part of about 19
negotiating blocs — feel
heard, rather than crafting
an ambitious decisive deal
that would ratchet climate
action. This, when COP30,
in the run up to the two-
week  jamboree  was
pitched as a “..COP of
implementation.”

As things stand on Wed-
nesday, the Presidency has
asked countries to evolve
consensus on four of the
most pressing climate con-
cerns — finance, trade,
transparency and the fact
that countries’ emissions-
cutting plans — known as
nationally determined con-
tributions or NDC, are in-
adequate to limit tempera-
ture rises to 1.5 degrees
Celsius.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

WY : LMDC (W9 fAaRYRT arat faerasita ¢3n & IR # FHufifad 3+ w faar o8
1. LMDC UNFCCC & iR Ueh ardi Wg g |

2. HTABI TALHS T Hard G SHaTRH S8 & doil ¥ dfyd TRUI-33C b [T 26l I IR &d &
3. TAUHS R Wy Sioarg ard § AT 3R HeiEiem R SR 3 8

T | P 91/ Y FE /32

A. Had 1 3R 2

B. %dd 2 3R 3

C.had 1 3R 3

D. 1,2 3R 3

3TR: )

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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D (250 XMeq)
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. TUPT 35T T8 U ¢ b o1 FHeIeY T Srord, YH-SuaiT uRad a1 siafie ugyor St
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1. TSR ATEH 1 82

o Novembr 12, Del
became disinct
unbreathable. A thick blanket
of snog emeloped the copsal.
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The threat of digital tradecraft in terrorism

Acare plmmn near Delhis Red Fort on November 10, killing at least 15 people and injuring over 30, has revealed the use of advanced digital tradecraft in terrorist attacks.

s a sobering reminder that the next frontier in counter-terrorism is not just on the physical terrain, but also in encrypted, and deeply private digital spaces

EXPLAINER

Kripa Nautiyal

The story so far:
he unfolding investigation into
the recent car explosion near
Delhi's Red Fort has exposed a
chilling dimension — modern
terror modules are no longer merely
exploiting ideological or logistical
networks, they are also leveraging
advanced digital tradecraft to plan and
coordinate such attacks. While law
enforcement agencies continue to verify
all leads, emerging revelations from the
probe reify well-established academic
research on how violent actors exploit
encrypted platforms, decentralised
networks, and spy-style communication
to evade surveillance.

‘What happened?
On November 10, a car exploded near
Gate No. 1of the Red Fort Metro Station.
The blast killed at least 15 people, and
over 30 others were injured, making it
one of the deadliest terror incidents in
Delhi in recent memory. Indian
authorities moved quickly to treat the
incident as a terrorist attack, rather than a
mere accident, and handed over the

to the National i
Agency (NIA) under counter-terrorism

aw

qural to the probe are three doctors
allegedly connected to the terror module:
Dr. Umar Un Nabi, Dr. Muzammil Ganaie,
and Dr. Shaheen Shahid, all linked to the
Al Falah University in Faridabad.
According to investigators, these
individuals were deeply involved in the
operational planning of the attack.

What were the major findings?
So far, some of the more alarming aspects
uncovered include:

Encrypted communication: The trio
is alleged to have communicated via the
Swiss messaging app Threema, a platform
known for its high privacy design.
‘Threema does not require a phone
number or email to register; instead, it
assigns users a random user D unlinked
to any personal identifier. i

Remains of the debris:

ammonium nitrate, a powerful industrial
explosive, was stockpiled, possibly via a
red EcoSport vehicle that has now been
seized. The use of a familiar vehicle,
rather than something more suspicious,
may have helped the module remain
under the radar during logistics buildup.
Operational discipline and external
linkages: Sources suggest that Dr. Umar,
who was ly the driver of the car

suspect that the three accused may have
established their own private Threema
server, creating a closed, isolated network
through which they ed maps, layouts,
documents, and instructions. The server
may have been hosted either within India
or abroad (investigations are ongoing as to
its origin). Threema’s architecture is
particularly useful to evade detection
because it offers end-to-end encryption,
no storage of metadata, and allows
message deletion from both ends. These
features make it extremely difficult for
digital forensics teams to reconstruct full
communication chains.

Sharing information using
‘dead-drop emails’: In what is being
de asa ‘spy-style
technique, the suspects apparently used a
shared email account (accessible to all
module members) to communicate via
unsent drafts. Instead of sending
messages, they would save drafts; another
member would log in, read or update
them, and delete them - leaving no
outgoing or incoming record on
conventional mail logs. This method,
sometimes referred to as a “dead drop,” is
particularly insidious because it generates
almost no digital footprint.

that caused the blast, “switched off his
phones” and cut digital ties after the
arrest of his associates, a sophisticated
tactic to limit exposure. Moreover, though
investigations are ongoing, some sources
suggest that the attack has links with the

Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) or was following

a JeM-inspired module. The layered
communication architecture ~ encrypted
apps, dead-drop emails — coupled with
infrequent but deliberate physical recces,
suggests a cell that counts operational
security among its highest priorities.

What about academic scholarship:

The tactics reportedly used in this attack

directly align with patterns documented
Torism i

he Delhi police cordons off the blast site in New Delhi on Noy

vember 11, AN

thereby thwarting standard surveillance
or legal intercepts.

The blending of encrypted apps,
anti-trace techniques (like VPNs), and
physical tradecraft (recce, minimal digital
footprint) suggests a multi-domain
approach to operational security —
exactly what academic counter-terrorism
analysts have been warning about for
years.

What are the implications?

As more terror modules adopl
privacy-preserving technologies,
traditional surveillance such as phone
tapping, metadata collection, and email
intercepts have become less effective.
‘This should force law enforcement
agencies to rethink investigative
architectures.

‘Threema is reportedly banned in India
(under Section 69A of the Information
Technology Act, 2000), yet the suspects
seem to have continued using it via VPNs
and foreign proxies. This suggests that
bans alone may not stem the misuse of
such upp:, especu]]» by sophisticated

in c

need advanced

Researchers have long warned that

extremist actors are increasingly using

end-to-end encrypted (E2EE) tools to

coordinate, share files, and plan in
relative anonymity.

Apps like Threema, which minimise or
eliminate metadata retention, make it
significantly harder for surveillance
agencies to reconstruct communication
graphs. Moreover, by running a private
server, the threat actor effectively
lwpaw« mmralm‘d infrastruct nm‘ and

stockpiling: As per interrogations and
c data, the accused conducted
le recce missions in Delhi before
Investigators allege that

‘The use of unsent email drafts is
characteristic of old-school spycraft
adapted to the digital age. This method
leaves no obvious !r.‘lru!;ission record,

capabilitics such as being able to track
private servers, reverse engineer
encrypted networks, and apply memory
forensics to trace such modules. Standard
device seizures may not be sufficient
without specialised technical expertise.

Moreover, if a link to external handlers
(such as the JeM) is proved to be true, this
attack may be part of a wider network.
The level of planning and security
discipline shown suggests not a lone cell,
but a well-trained, possibly transnational,
group.

‘What are some policy solutions?

There are multiple policy and strategic

solutions to strengthen counter-terrorism
—

capabilities and posture. First, is to build
a dedicated digital forensics teams. There
is a necessity to establish and expand

led in encrypted-platform
analysis, server forensics, and memory
dumping to recover ephemeral data. The
government should invest in units that
specifically monitor misuse of E2EE
platforms, anonymising services, and
VPN exit nodes for potential terror
tradecraft.

Secondly, self-hosted communication
infrastructure needs to be regulated. The
state needs to craft regulatory frameworks
mandating private servers hosting
communication platforms to comply with
lawful access obligations, while balancing
privacy rights. Cooperation with
technology providers needs to be
encouraged in order to enable lawful
interception under s\ricll com.m]led
judicially-supervised proce

Third, legal |ramowork< m'('d tobe
enhanced. For example,
counter-terrorism laws need to be
updated so that it explicitly addresses
threats posed by encrypted, decentralised
communication. Introduce or refine
digital dead-drop detection mechanisms
in investigations. Law enforcement should
be trained to look for shared accounts,
draft-only mailboxes, and similar
tradecraft.

'HE GIST

v

Central to the probe are three
doctors allegedly connected to
the terror module: Dr. Umar Un
Nabi, Dr. Muzammil Ganaie,
and Dr. Shaheen Shahid, all
linked to the Al Falah
University in Faridabad.

v

The trio is alleged to have
communicated via the Swiss
messaging app Threema, a
platform knowm for its high
privacy design. Threema does
not require a phone number or
email to register; instead, it
assigns users a rancom user 1D
unlinked to any personal
identifier.

v

The Red Fort blast
investigation llustrates how
modenm terrorist modules are
evolving rapidly. They no
longer rely solely on brute
force or mass propaganda —
they are integrating advanced
digital tradecraft vith
traditional radicalisation and

Fourth, yand i
engagement needs to be prioritised. The
fact that the suspects were reportedly
doctors from a university is deeply
concerning; such institutions need
support to detect radicalisation early.
Counter-radicalisation programs tailored
to highly educated recruits may be
deployed. Modules operating in
professional spaces (doctors, academics)
are often less visible, but may wield more
technical or ideological sophistication.

And finally, international collaboration
needs to be strengthened. Given the
possible transnational nature (encrypted
apps, private servers, cross-border
funding) of the attack, the state should
deepen cooperation with foreign
intelligence and law enforcement
agencies. It should also encourage tech
diplom: and engage with countries
where encrypted-messaging apps like
‘Threema are based to explore lawful but
privacy-respecting access to self-hosted
infrastructure linked to terror cases.
There should also be public awareness
about how modern terror cells operate.

What next?

The Red Fort blast investigation illustrates
how modern terrorist modules are
evolving rapidly. They no longer rely
solely on brute force or mass propaganda
— they are integrating advanced digital
tradecraft with traditional radicalisation
and operational planning.

These developments resonate strongly
with lemic insights into extremist
behaviour in the digital age. As violent
actors become more technically adept,
states too must adapt — not just by
strengthening brute-force capacity, but by
cultivating sophisticated,
multidisciplinary intelligence,
cyber-forensics, and legal tools.

For India - and democracies globally
this case is a sobering reminder that the
next frontier in counter-terrorism is not
Jjust on the physical terrain, but also in
encrypted, decentralised, and deeply
private digital spaces. If we are to
safeguard our cities and societies, we
must meet this threat not only on the
streets and borders, but also on servers
and in code.

The author is a retired Additional
Director General of the Indian Coast
Guard.
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VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS .. e © r.a;nm]

| unva | Q5o seces

o 9 g=&I ey
1. TfRpPS, AeTSer-Hod R

. dfewl 3 yrRd ® ufasfda g Ao AT vu 991 o1 s%aATd fosa|

o iHT EA B BF TR U1 SHA DI ATTHAT T8l Blall 6 STl ATefwdd s el b HIeaH J B
I Bl

. Sadmarell @1 Weg & b Alega Ta fHon 3 Idk garar o1 - uRare tRshR 8 1 98! g

. e fhU Y SHA WId Had SIUC JgolH o oI SUINT fhy o1 &,

. IS VST /I T — TTHT BS [Sioed UgRig Tt 2

. IR R Fihar TeREl gRT ITANT & 9 arelt T fafd, S Ay & URiaR SR &) SoFR
e gl

3. Il 3R IS

. % ARG FRIGRI BT TR
. 3NfE fapled (ST T13ee) &1 Taumyde HeR faar |
. TE T e R & 9T I b HH 81 T

4. gfaTeT SR

. B IRIU A Tl &t FRERT & a1¢ fefored fm e feul
. ORI-T-HEWE (SSTH) & Y GUIAT o, T IR, R-srdhan Mg, ST yuTa &1 Gahd
g

wiew feids

1. 3Td®are &1 faer™

. TGIIhHd 161 ¥ Hedw |, [Adhdlpd, dh-Idb-gdid BRSBTS — R
. Uf=pos fefoed gr-ag & Iy Wifae gl &1 afeun

2. YfpPs wiewH ®1 gAifaar

. US-g-Us Ufh@H (E2EE),
. FeiaR,

. didieT THATH

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.zr.m]

[ UMIYA | & G services
3. BT &

. YUU, TASMET 3ifAfem, smEdt gy URT 69 T, BTeTif:
o o TfrPS IR R HIs WE S UGUH T8 5
o TB-3MT 3R UBIID TR A1 B I &1 § STl B

4. Td@arg faRi<ht aRgwmen

. 9 it ey Aead),
. s,
. A)-Tod AR @)

Qfee T8 feforea BRI e & SfaRTd §1 g g
g i AT+ ¥E@dl 8: YRd & feorg fAfgard

. TRUR® fREL srmfera et & 38t 8: B <fUv, Herger Afth, sredt ¢fden et war
3R E2EE & FIaTw SmyTdt — |

3. URIaR RITFT § ®geuy § Yaw : Side, SR, Rrenfae Rféa aafeaal & ff & wear —|

. wfasel & STav]g Tf~rds T R §: didies, Asiierm, faesfht gifkeT — uftspd sifRex! &
forg ufay ST SrguTe §91d g

qR. TIEfoIS TSI BT 3¢4: T FAyor:

. fefored qaAmE
. U= Mu-taar
. oA feiocd uefg

. qerd el
Hifa gaTY™=
1. faQy f3forea wRRY® MR AR sdware faRish sersal &1 fAaato &3

. T8-3IT HIER & ol TS - 3R e ug|

2. W-gIees upPs Tk ! fafrafia &%

e HRA T B B ard ol FARHT IR & forg sifard srure dieteral
. JICIAd B @G H, MUHIIAT-THH i & dgd Al P I Hl glat g

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ o | e Eﬂ':sﬂru;rz]

| UM i sevvices
3. BT &id DI Holgd B

. 3P [T UAPA/IT SITIFATH 3rase oy
o f&fSed Se-siw
o ol TfpPs Acad
o STDITD TSI
o SYR HEUY T
4. fayfemeg R IRIR-IRIH JS1d

o WYY TEER BT Udl T o T RS ddra-t a |

o TANHISTEG WRERS + A HERUY & RIAT® STRewd|
5. RIS AT

o Gyl TESRT I HRAT

. UgE ARER-HRE
. UhDE T gRe A ardl o1 & I1Y qHed
. T AAS TR & d8d 9 Ugd GH13d B & foIU ddb-id! de-ia

A

AT fordl TR g3 3! gHa HRA & GR&M IR H U Ales g fadmr &1 3@ifhd o3l §: dHhdlg 3d
31 € fefirea & form i gg ifas 31 tfpds Tar, el 9k, $5-31u 30, didies amh 3R 0RaR
PHERUY TRAUYT IER H TP Y TR B FIfgd o B

. YR B! 3 | & AU, 3MTcihdIg &1 GHIGA HR & AT TRURS JUHRUN F 3 Fe-1 d1eu 3R
39 fefoed BRRYS, Asgd ST ¢, TRINT Fdddl 3R 3fie TgaNT &I UM I1ieu| T8
SHE 39 §1d &1 TG T § fob Ig &1 AeH g R § TR6PS BIe & 3R RMIdRd 8 T §
3R HRA B ST AP YR& B YRI&T B & T ol ¥ Sgpa H1 g |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

y: AR § 99 & e ThPs Wew, ot IaR 3R 'Ss-giu fSifed dab-id! &1 JUTNT o3 drd
THHTA 3ot Hisgd Bl &2 BTd BI Te1sl & g & S HY | (250 Req)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

\,
INSTITUTE
|YA ‘ (. CIVIL SERVICES

International Relations

Page 15:GS 2 :

SHIARAT o Ydf Uid - S Ugd ¥ g1 g, T Ua- 3R Tfid T &al ¥ HHSIR 81 T § - [aRIaRt
YUl 1 guc | 371 7T & | Ugad P $ g aTdl TP U Sdlee 08 Rpal 1gH SRITHC (SISRIRTAT)
BT THM g [ SMHTRAM B SMTa, THa, Wy JrauTsf 3R aad Jarsil & 9gTd &3 o forg diF

gt & 128.8 fHfera SieR &1 SaRgHar 8|

. Tg HHt 2021 H Al B AU & F1S T HBIM-RAT P Ufd ATTD AfYh S Bt UpH bl

ST &, ST T A 3R Yot fadrsfi & s <t g

fa1d @t g1 faxivang
1. &fa &1 dar=T
. 10 fal & $ 86.6 e goa & Wifae &ifd|
« 56,000 URAR gHIfdq|
e 6,200 TR &8 7Y 3R 2,000 TR FU I &fawd g1 Tl
. 22 WG JfAUTY 3R 80 WHd &faud gl T
. quf gAmife amTa: ¢ 128.8 fAfer|
2. YT arat & R oM #Y razaar @
. 3MMAR: $ 54.9 fAferaA
. TRr&m § 14.9 faferA
. I Ry, R, Wd, arHior 8d — Fa1 e e g |
3. IS &t wHl

. TY Y BT A g P 2025-26 H SO & T 3.2 fafera SieR
@ STIRADH AT gIN |

. 50% ot HH AFE o1 OR1 T S XET |
o T gAY H don ¥ fiRmEe o &

S SCIE RSB CARERIY

o Tfasy SR ufaay

o TerIdl & foru afye ufexgst @b, e, g8m)

ge, Co:
d fh omes. REUTERS

rryi it
5549mll t bldm

Afghamstan needs
$129 million for
quake recovery: UN

Reuters
KARACHI

A UN-led assessment says Afghanistan requires
$128.8 million to restore housing, schools and key
services in its quake-hit eastern provinces, warn-
ing that reconstruction faces “significant short-
falls” as donor support for the country falls
sharply.

The Joint Rapid Recovery Needs Assessment
(JRRNA), conducted with the World Bank, EU and
ADB, outlines a three-year plan to rebuild homes,
health facilities, water systems and farmland in
the eastern provinces of Kunar, Nangarhar and
Laghman. It comes as aid to Afghanistan shrinks,
with the UN estimating a $3.2 billion need this
year and a similar requirement in 2026, less than
half of which has been funded.

“The earthquakes-hit communities are already
strained by drought, mass returns and a sharp
economic contraction,” UN Resident Representa-
tive Stephen Rodriguez told Reuters. “There is ve-
ry limited capacity left to cope with another
shock.” Spokespeople for the Taliban administra-
tion and the government’s disaster management
authority did not respond to requests for
comment.

The JRRNA says the quakes caused $86.6 mil-
lion in damage across 10 districts, affecting
56,000 families, with more than 6,200 homes col-
lapsed, 2,000 severely damaged, and 22 health fa-
cilities and 80 schools hit. The full recovery bill is
higher at $128.8 million.

Housing is the biggest challenge, costing $54.9
million to rebuild thousands of homes. Education
needs $14.9 million, with more funding needed

for water, irrigation, farmland and rural roads.
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Recognise the critical role of the childcare worker

n July 24, 2023, the United Nations

General Assembly adopted a

resolution to declare October 29 each

year as International Day of Care and
Support. This resolution recognised the critical
role of comprehensive care and support policies,
aimed at reducing, redistributing and valuing
unpaid care and domestic work, to the well-being
of society and all its members — in particular,
children, older persons and persons with
disabilities — more so, as a disproportionate share
of care and domestic work is undertaken by
women and adolescent girls. It also remains
invisible, undervalued and unaccounted for in
national statistics, and neglected in economic and
social policymaking.

India has had a long history of care provision
with institutions outside the family emerging in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries with the
work of educationists such as Tarabai Modak and
Gijubai Badheka. These pioneering efforts, with
developmentally appropriate practices, gradually
declined as modern childcare provisioning
emerged post-Independence. With modern
childcare mostly in the private, voluntary sector,
low-income families, those who needed childcare
services the most, were excluded.

The report of the study group on the
development of the preschool child, submitted to
the Government of India in 1972, with Mina
Swaminathan as its convenor, transformed the
history of childcare services in the country. It set
out a clear social justice agenda, emphasising a
holistic approach to address the health, nutrition
and developmental needs of the young child,
especially from poor and marginalised
communities.

This resulted in the launch of the Integrated
Child Development Services Scheme (ICDS) in
1975. It is one of the world’s largest early
childhood development programmes today, with
1.4 million Anganwadi (childcare) centres
operating across the country, reaching 23 million
children, and serviced by around 2.4 million
Anganwadi workers and helpers. Based on
estimated population projections, and the need
to reach over 60 million children by 2030, this
number is likely to almost double to 2.6 million
centres with over five million workers.

Underpaid and undervalued

As several national and global studies have
revealed, despite recognising the importance of
care for societal growth and well-being,
care-workers have remained underpaid and
undervalued, and their contributions to the early
development of the child not fully recognised.
The pressure on the ICDS to rapidly expand to
ensure universal coverage has led to a lower
emphasis on pre-service and in-service training to
build competencies of the care-workers in
practice-based learning, that is crucial for quality
childcare. This is partly driven by the perception
of early years teachers as carers, addressing
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primary needs of food, hygiene and
immunisation, not as professionals. The
devaluation of their roles, of not being treated as
professional workers, results not just in low pay
but also a lack of attention to working conditions
(including paid leave), social security benefits,
opportunities for career advancement, and
collective organisation and representation. In
many States, their wages, in the range of
¥8,000-15,000 a month, are barely on a par with
the minimum wages for unskilled workers.

The impact of climate change

In the context of climate change, the need for
good quality childcare services for the rural and
urban poor is rapidly rising. There is sufficient
evidence to show that poor women and children
are the worst affected by the impacts of climate
change and extreme weather events, such as
floods or droughts. They confront reduced access
to health and care services, alongside diverse and
healthy food. While the Sustainable Development
Goals suggest the need for a more equal sharing
of care responsibilities between women and men
in households, climate change is forcing many
men to migrate out of their rural homes to urban
centres in search of work.

Apart from their own dire circumstances, as
witnessed during the COVID-19 pandemic in
India, their physical absence makes such sharing
impossible. When families migrate to urban
areas, the higher costs of living — in particular
rentals — make it imperative for women to find
work too, which is often domestic and care work
in the homes of the middle classes. There is,
however, little care provision for their own
children, with only 10% of Anganwadi centres
currently functioning in urban areas.

The Government of India’s Time Use in India
2024 survey confirms the feminisation of
care-work, with women spending an average of
426 minutes a day (over seven hours) on unpaid
domestic and care work as against 163 minutes
(over two hours) by men (Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation). Together, this
would constitute 15%-17% of GDP. Smaller scale
studies demonstrate clear links between the
mother’s lack of time for care and feeding and
child undernutrition, as visible in the persistently
high child stunting levels at over 35%. Only 11% of
children aged six months-23 months had a
minimum acceptable diet (National Family Health
Survey 5, 2019-21), raising cognitive and
developmental concerns.

In this context, Mobile Creches and the Forum
for Creches and Childcare Services (FORCES)
organised the India Childcare Champion Awards
on Qctober 28, 2025 in New Delhi. The awards
were presented across seven categories that
honoured excellence and dedication in the field
of childcare — the Mina Swaminathan Special Jury
Award for Best Creche Worker, Best Creche
Worker, Best Creche Supervisor, Best Local
Leader, Best NGO, Childcare Champion, and

Gratitude to CSR Funders in Childcare. The
awards sought to give recognition to frontline
childcare workers and supervisors as well as local
panchayat leaders, employers and civil society
organisations. It was to celebrate their tireless
efforts working on the ground, within
communities, and at the policy level to make
quality childcare accessible and equitable for all.

The event gave voice to childcare workers,
bringing out clearly not just the fact that these
workers were skilled professionals but that they
were also change-makers, challenging social
norms and structures. The workers spoke about
breaking caste and class barriers, building
self-confidence to overcome social stigma and
dealing with critiques of themselves by their
families and communities, as working with ‘dirty’
children.

Slowly, but surely, they have built trust with
parents and emotional bonds with the children,
hoping to give them a chance in life that they
would not otherwise have. Caring for the children
of migrant workers is even more demanding as
the parents work full-time, often living in poor
conditions. Children here confront a range of
health issues, so care-workers have, in addition,
become advocates for health insurance, for clean
and adequate space and care infrastructure,
amongst others. They play multiple roles — as
children playing with children, as carers
nurturing them, and as adult decision-makers,
monitoring their key milestones, and intervening
when needed.

Match the standard in Scandinavia
Recognition of childcare workers is clearly a first
step in highlighting their critical role in providing
quality, nurturing care, and laying the foundation
for a strong and inclusive nation. Yet, there is a lot
more to do — apart from ensuring that they have
decent wages and working conditions, there is a
need to redirect resources to both skill-building of
these care-workers and the strengthening of care
infrastructure. There is still little provision for the
child below the age of three years, with only
2,500 of the over 10,000 créches approved under
the Government of India’s Palna Scheme,
currently operational. As compared to the
current public investment of approximately 0.4%
of GDP, the ambitions of universalising good
quality care would need a tripling of budgetary
allocation to between 1%-1.5% of GDP — the
standard in Scandinavian countries that have
universal childcare coverage.

A focus on care spotlights the rights of women
and children. Achieving this requires both
individual and systemic changes. Recognition of
the knowledge and skills of childcare workers has
to be accompanied by rules and policies that
ensure adequate resources and voice to the
sector. Decentralisation, convergence and
collective ownership are critical if the rights of
women workers and underprivileged children are
to be realised.
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