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e 81 ¥ =9 3 A1 fadw w20 ai ot &t YRa g &1 Wid fRar § 3R WRA-HH gedt 7 3 1 GPRIAS
SCdd B AT ¢ | g UhH U T H g3 § 519 1Y oriTd H SRS gRT aE 7Y Hfdee, TmR
IS IR TERIfGT & Sid -4 ool & aed a1d §¢ Y81 ¢ | T BT T8 $W -1 Had (9T (BRICS) 3R XHTg
IR W3 (SCO) S Sguelia Hdl &1 7l &l JWifdhd Hdl §, dfeth HRA-F Soll 3R & TganT o
AoTgt o1 off T AT g

Russia welcomes Wang Yi's visit and
the positive turn in India-China ties

Kallol Bhattacherjee
MEW DELHI

Russia has welcomed Chi-
nese  Foreign  Minister
Wang Yi's visit to India and
the positive turn in India-
China relations.

Addressing a  press
meeting at the Russian Em-
bassy on Wednesday, se-
nior Russian  diplomats
further said that India-Rus-
sia energy trade has not
been impacted by U.S. Pre-
sident Trump's penalty ta-
riffs targeting India, and
that Russia currently sup-
Mied more than 40% of In-
dia’s total crude oil.

They also said that Kus-
sia would step up coopera-
tion in India’s defence sec-
tor and participate in the
development of jet engines
and the multi-layvered air-
defence system - Sudar-
shan Chakra.

“We welcome the very
successful visit by Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi,”
said Roman Babushkin,
Chargé daffaires at the
Russian Embassy, high-
lighting the need for stron-
ger ties among members of
the BRICS and the Shang-

hai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO).

The senior Russian ofh-
cial, accompanied by Rus-
sias Deputy Trade Com-
missioner in India, Evgeny
Griva, said that BRICS
member countries can
come up with a collective
response to the tariffs im-
posed by Mr. Trump.

“‘Unlawful tools’

He further called the addi-
tional tariff imposed on In-
dia as “illegal” and “unlaw-
ful” tools that
“disrespected national in-
terests”.

He highlighted the need
for  closer  cooperation
among countries in the
Global South to deal with

You will never see
sanctions imposed

by Russia or within BRICS
organisations where we
collectively participate, Non-UN
sanctions and secondary
sanctions are illegal

ROMAN BABUSHEIN

Chargé d'affaires at the

Russian Embassy in India

global challenges.

However, Mr. Babushkin
declined to give a imeline
for a Russia-India-China
summit, saying that such a
meeting would take place
at the “right time”, though
he said the leaders of the
three nations would meet
in  Tianjin, where the
Heads of State Council
meeting of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(5CO) would take place
during August 31 and Sep-
tember 1.

“You will never see
sanctions imposed by Rus-
sia or within BRICS organi-
sations where we collec-
tively participate. Mon-UN
sanctions and secondary
sanctions are illegal. They
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only serve to weaponise
the economy,” said Mr. Ba-
bushkin.

He described the energy
ties between India and
Russia as having remained
unaffected by tariffs and
sanctions [rom the U5,
and the EU, as India-Russia
energy trade uses a “very
special mechanism™ to by-
pass Western sanctions.

The senior official said,
“Russia is a partner of
choice for India's defence
sector”, and thar it has
been working on the Make
in India vision since the
1980s.

He said that Russia
would participate in future
jet engine projects as well
as in building the Sudar-
shan Chakra, the mult-
layered missile defence
systern that  was  an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his Inde-
pendence Day speech.

Mr. Babushkin highlight-
ed the 5400 air defence
systemn and said these sys-
tems underwent a “wvery
successiul battle vest™ dur-
ing Operation Sindoor
when India fought a brief
wir with Pakistan in May.
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1. YUFIA® TSR

o Tg A I gt B} IGET BT WHTT Hb g8 IS e i a8 HRA-=4 dael ) fRRar &1 gud=
FRAT 6, Y BT 2020 & TAAH Y & F1G I G G=N o S1d SHTIYRT S g3 g |

« =9 AT € f& RIC (Russia-India-China) TgaNT SgYdIT % AR B Aogd HRA AR Tiged
Y@ HT Age S & T Hg@qu! g

2. Sl GaY - yfqael & ata aoree
. U URA B! ITD! $A B dd DI ATTIABATH BT 40% F HTYF MY B BT 8|

. MR B Tect B 3R R ufdeedl & davie, Ry OR & & A1ead ¥ HRd-9
3ol IR YHTAd 181 g3 g

. Ug il & T I awr ufm-Frifd faciva yonferi ¥ o faded duR a1 % &
. &1 9EaNT 3R Hiaw ) ufaeEmg

o O H YR P U G P! TRCIal & AeR” I94T 3R H81 [P 98 1980 & ad I AP 3
fear & gean axar e B

. U & H e 39T faT 3IR ge=i dh’ S5-I & YuTTedt &1 o =i 2
o B9 A gg Y X@iferd foar fd 5-400 & TuTTel &1 hd IGINT “ 3T RigR” (WRd-UTfdd™
o) 7 gar|
4. AP glader &Y e
. =9 @Rt gfadel B TR-BIT SR “3fde ISR I, S AP fgdl BT Ieeiod Hd 6|
.« U8 HRd B 39 a1 I A W1l §, S a8 Tharw! Ufaael &1 3o X0-ifad aradr & forg
A AT B |
. afYe gfgor 3R Tguehta wearT
« &7 Y &1 (Global South) & T & oI TgaNT B! ATAHIT W SR T

« BRICS 3fR SCO S Hdl &1 Uit <aTa &1 YH{fed U U Sa1§ o &1 HIeqH Jard T |

AR aite R w
. gaaﬁﬂqal{lﬂmdl%dlquj\qHled-d“lﬂﬁa"%ﬁﬁmeﬁm%l@mﬁm\?ﬁvﬁv&niﬁlﬁmﬁg‘s‘
|
e YRA B T R I I HeY TN I & Y- 3ARDT 3R H18 <=M o wr 1 30t Aeiar &
Tgferd =1 ghT |

w
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. 87 8T T e T FRar yies § YRd Bt I0Fifae W ol Tfid HR gabdi 2

ey

Y GRT Al O BT YR IHT BT WG 3R &M T Holl GgdN I 3HF S $I dlal T8 G=Ndl § [ 8 daad
YToHIe TRERT T URA B U HS 918 I8 IedT g1 R & Al g I8 § o 98 37 Jd&ei &1
TTH IBId gU SUHT UM Wl B a8 W 3R 3AfkerT 7 ufyelt 3= & 91y Sgdt aiaR] & Adgferd
B | Yo & YRI-F9-IH ey IganT 39 910 W AR &0 f YR S faaret ofik xomifae FHRar
SRt wifeardrelt ® fra ave gagmar g |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HRd-H Jaei § GUYR & Uid &F DI GHAA qUT HRA & A1 3P SHoll U4 & FganT W ad o,
YRA &1 a4 ifd & forg SrawRt 8fR gAifaal aFl &1 ¥@ifdhd oral | | fdaa=1 HIfSTE| (150 Words)
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faqer Tt T, SARIAR $f ARD! I (2641 YRA-TF HR-TBHRI ST : IRIGC-TEC) A fguela &R &
SIAXRT 3R Gl BT X@ifdhd BTl ARG gRT HRA TR T 7Y SSTHG <R a7 afd IR HGY!
& JRU ¥, 39 9% & URA-XREA SfiE 4 (EAEU) & I1Y Had ATIR JHSIT (FTA), S8R PAaeac
3R YT JUTEH &1 STaRIHdl UR SR T 77| T8 T 39 91 &I Adbd & b URd, Uit ufaeel ¥ W 3gd
U R & 1Y 30 31ffes N2l & Holgd T a18dl g

In Moscow, Jaishankar
flags challenges that tarifts
pose to India-Russia trade

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In the backdrop of U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s im-
position of penalty tariffs
on India, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar on
Wednesday in Moscow
raised the challenge posed
by “tariff and non-tariff
trade barriers” against
Russia-India trade and
called for the “early con-
clusion” of a Free Trade
Agreement between India
and the countries of the
Eurasian region.

Mr. Jaishankar made the
remarks during the 26™
Session of the India-Russia
Inter-Government Com-
mission for Trade, Eco-
nomic, Scientific, Techno-
logical and  Cultural
Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC)
where the Russian side was
being led by First Deputy
Prime Minister of Russia
Denis Manturov.

Delivering his opening
remarks, Mr. Jaishankar
said some of the main is-
sues before the IRIGC-TEC
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Timely ties: S. Jaishankar with Denis Manturov during a meeting in

Moscow on Wednesday. PTi

were “tariff and non-tariff
trade barriers, removing
bottlenecks in logistics,
promoting connectivity,
and effecting payment me-
chanisms smoothly”.

Free trade pact

He said Wednesday’s meet-
ing in Moscow also final-
ised the terms of reference
of the India-Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union Free Trade
Agreement of which Russia
has been a leading propo-
nent as it aims at removing
obstacles for overland
trade among Russia, Chi-

na, India and the Central
Asian countries.

“..We are all acutely
aware that we are meeting
in the backdrop of a com-
plex geopolitical situation.
Our leaders remain closely
and regularly engaged,”
Mr. Jaishankar said indi-
rectly referring to the
trade-related anxieties in
India-U.S. relations.

India’s trade with Russia
grew from $13 billion in
2021 to $68 billion in 2024-
25. The bulk of this trade is
in hydrocarbon that Russia
supplies to India.
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1. R 3R IR-2R® F1uT?

. SORHR 7 CRE SR IR-NE @Rl BT URA-EH AR & TG RIS |

. TIRE, Pfdeiact 3R YT orawil R ufEndt fa<ha ufaset o1 e @y 31
YRA-ZRR/A 3fde |9 (EAEV) FTA

.« 3% H EAEU (&9, SATE, STHMHAT, Somaear, fBRfoRdam) & Iy FTA & SudT 7 g3 |

. U8 g U Ufddy HH B, T A7 § SAMUR &I 9¢1al ol 3R YRd &l 7e UM
Pt ST I S|

. Y-ITorifae dg
. TAEd U8 TG g3 STd YRd-3MReT R &y Rw fare 3 gwifad ||
o SRR A Hfed Y-IroHIfdd IR BT Ieohd Hd §U YR &1 YgadRI FHeAltd Dl
@ifdd faa|
4. IR gfg 3R ot weT=ian
e YRA-¥Y AMUR 2021 T 13 3RT SIoR I T¢HR 2024-25 T 68 3RT SieR Ugd 1|
. 3P TS] BT T J Mfad Hed I WR ARG B
. 3 & (3MSSl, Tl B T fafgeferor onft difta B
. R4 & forg amive ag@

. ggﬁ? FAEU & TTY ARG TSGR HRd &l UfEm-uu aeRT 3R fa<ia yunferay &1 fawey
|

. U8 HRd &I SgYd1a Oy e &1 2 SR e TR ¥ ¥udh de™ &1 M 9 A 9Nl g1

. fhg U F 1Y TR YU TN TG SARBT 3R H1S <M & 1Y AHARS dIaad Bl sffed a1
THd |

n

w

9]

g f .
. 3RQAd AUR TR dd IR i Rl

. YA 3R dfeiRea & wfers: ufdedt ufadel & srur dfd g s 3 gwifaal
o  YOHId TgerT: T & 1Y giHEd ¥ HRd i UigH Arercial § Teid GG T G|
. FTA forarane: fafta o= 1 fafay muftrerdrett & sror ardl HieA|
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SRR B ARD! IET URA & GRS PeAlid Pl gl &, Ford 98 sauR fafadieror SR afgedt
Rp/mfaEdl & SRR BT HH TR Bl BRI IR 6T 5| URA-EAEU FTA T JUMHITIH Hed § off R B
IIRAT ¥ TERTS U SIS Thdl ¢l fhg, T9 & Y AeieR! 9gid gU ST SR Uiy <=nf I Jay dferd
TG HRA &1 o ST ATl a1t gt |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: B[ & a8 T YRJ-¥H AR T Ii@-1d dfa 83 o, fbg 3R, YT TuTTet! G
W&m%ﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁmﬁgé%mﬁawm—m &WW(EAEU)%WWW
MRS Ag@ WY HIOTI (150 Words)
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snfeen & =idigR

R s o I ¥ URA 7 31f-5 Aeadl ¢t & ofRes F™Sd (IRBM) &1 9%d

Tierur fan| a8 gdiernr Tl W HHIS (SFC) & dgd g3l 3R uft ad-itert 7 uRaTe A & 71
fBaT| ST 5,000 fob ™t D TR &TAT dTcl! T8 HHAEA YR &1 0D UioRIY &TdT Dl TG Ua 6]

gl

India successtully test-fires Agni-5
intermediate-range ballistic missile

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India on Wednesday suc-
cessfully test-fired its inter-
mediate-range  ballistic
missile Agni-5 from the In-
tegrated Test Range at
Chandipur, Odisha.

In a statement, the De-
fence Ministry said the
launch validated all opera-
tional and technical pa-
rameters and was conduct-
ed under the aegis of the
Strategic Forces Com-
mand. “The intermediate-
range ballistic missile Ag-
ni-5 was successfully test-
fired from Chandipur on
August 20. The launch vali-
dated all operational and
technical parameters,” the
Ministry said.

ygd fazayor fag
1. JUHIfAP HEd

The missile tested on
Wednesday was a variant
of Agni-5, India’s intercon-
tinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) with a range of
5,000 km. Designed by the
Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO), the system has
been developed keeping in
view the country’s security
requirements.

Previous trial

The previous trial of Agni-5
was conducted on March
11, 2024, when the DRDO
successfully tested the mis-
sile equipped with Multiple
Independently Targetable
Re-entry Vehicle technolo-
gy, allowing it to strike mul-
tiple targets with a single
launch.

I

The intermediate-range Agni-5 missile was test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range at Chandipur in Odisha. FILE PHOTO

. 3HfH-5 B I Tl TR ([@RvER ) SR RU F 5O W a g

e U8 YRA &I YAdH fay a1 UfcRIY (Credible Minimum Deterrence) ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%‘@m%l
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2. Wenfrerg Iafa
« T TR A IAd Th-itchl Td YR HIFDI bl A= &l |
. qﬁuﬂ&m T MIRV (Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicle) ddp-ten Qe off, foras

T RIS U 914 $s a&dl &l Ue ghdl 2|
3. WRTEHITa® Hef

49 Pt Fgdt BHBA MR AT-UIPTH TTools & dId I8 TG0 HRA & HaR® eva

(Deterrence) P e T %‘I

. T8 YRd B! $S1-URife & H Wi fRufa &1 Igferd srar g1

4, Taexft &rvar SR & aurs
. 31f31-5 1 Ao SieREten (DRDO) A fhar 8, St HRd &1 sirafvRdr iR smafR WRd ugd &1

EECRICSIE]
. Tg TS YR 3 Welsie BRI HH1S HT 3R R Ferd s 2

5. ATy fAfgard
e HRA P! URATY] i ETHD § 3R 1-Be o (NFU) TR SR g

. ﬁﬁﬁguﬁ&m@ru@ﬁ%‘iﬁ,W%ﬂqﬁﬁms‘rﬂaﬁﬁ%’,wlﬂ?ﬁma{%ﬁm#ds\fm T
CEGIRS

. &g AR ufomyf Y GuTgar @F-ufeam) |
o &1 IOl R YR AN H1 ga1d |

o 3Fa s a-Aedt yonferdl o1 wygfod fder srawae |

e
3{TH-5 BT THA TR HRA BT 0D TeRIY &Fd], TRl adb-ie! Wfd 3R IRAY Har® fed &1 15

$I1E 31 B1 U8 HRA B U RieR IRATY AR & =0 # 3R (e Asied s=rdm 81 Hiasg &t gt a8
Bl i YR TR Srawaedrslt 3R we-ifae Tqe — aiFl &l Jred gU a3 RRAT S48 39 |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
Ques: 3(I-5 m$wuﬁm$wwmaﬂm
1. 3YP! AR &FAT AT 5,000 {5 B, S 3 Aegadl g3l ! e ffrmsa (1rRBM) Aoft & T 21
2. 39 SRS A fawRid fran B iR U8 Wi BRI HHis gRT Teferd gidt g
3. 39 ddHay B0 T MIRV (Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicle) Wrﬁﬁjﬂ%l
SWIT § | SIH-HI/4 $YF Hel /82
(a) Had 1 3R 2
(b) I 2 3R 3
(c) Pad 1 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3
Ans : d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques : 3f-5 S WM dH-lp! WAl HRA Pt & dART TUT AR HURA 2P &) fbg UHR I=ad
ST § WY HISTTI (150 Words)
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AR 3= Tad gRT 31, foUi dyH, T giisiex Afedl, B 1T Q& THTIGS SIRT - B MG Had
HfGdTd <G ! a1, Sfcsh TS TR R el AIER! it fufd &1 1ff IUFR e g1 e s YRd
Y (2014) 3R Ticiex Aafaqdl &1 (PR TRemn FfAfFTH, 2019 § A-UgH & SfBR & A=gdT 2 18
8, TRq SI9ER H ciaeiex dAfaddl o el Ht FIdmRRie! HoRdT I S gedi g |

= S et 3R PR
b e Punishing process

o AT AU (2014); STH-UGAH & HUBR B! AT TUT Gender identity recognition must not be
a'ﬁqTU]?ﬂﬁ E'chﬁ DI ﬁé‘g‘[ | trapped in bureaucratic hurdles

he Manipur High Court’s order to the

. . . A\ . T State to issue fresh academic certificates

e CIY a S Gif‘aﬁtm 2019: &ﬂw m-la\_)‘h- ﬁ E—mﬁa I (tﬂ | to Beoncy Laishram is at once a matter of
~ ! individual justice and a larger commentary on
a'-'ﬁ W | the state of transgender rights. What should have
been a simple administrative correction became

a legal battle, not because the law lacks provi-

. ﬂa%ﬂﬁa; JHTYR: 313%_({ 14 m) Gﬁ'{ 21 (Tﬂi‘ﬂ]’ -‘VT%-H ﬁa"_‘[ sions but because its implementation remains

frustrated by inertia and bureaucratic rigidity. In

2] \'ﬂm | NALSA vs Union of India, the Supreme Court re-

cognised the right to self-identify gender and or-

dered the state to treat transpersons as socially

2 m gaﬂ'ﬁ . ;ﬁm‘lﬁ' &rga'ﬁ’ and educationally backward classes entitled to
. * g welfare measures. The principle was codified in
the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)

: @-ﬁ \—yra:l- WUTCH Eﬁm Act 2019, which also obligated authorities to re-

° ﬁ%ﬁm a gl El ﬁ t\EE ai ! lal z cognise a person’s self-identified gender and is-

W‘EF[ a—ﬁ- Hﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ | sue official documents. Together with Articles 14
and 21 of the Constitution, transpersons are thus
entitled to having their affirmed identity seam-

iV G‘_a. lessly recognised in all institutional records. Yet,

L] m .qq vl N, C*’l'j\"' ﬁ ‘J'”q"” aﬂ- &”l their lived reality is very different. Despite the

law being clear on self-identification, bureaucrat-

. . . ic setups often do not act unless compelled by

° Gﬂw G‘rh\-la@ GﬁT amﬁa; aﬁa‘j W a‘T aﬂa G‘WTPCI' a higher authorities. In Dr. Laishram’s case, her un-

A o~ A e A\ iversity refused to update her educational re-

|§|&‘|T , RIGIHIR \?rﬁT HlHIvlch Hd |Gﬁ ﬁ a-%w | cords citing procedural hurdles — symptomatic of

a systemic malaise. Administrators routinely def-

. . er to the most restrictive reading of procedure
3. W qu’ U'p'y 'q").na' rather than the spirit of the law. In the present
matter, the university and education boards in-

o a a o sisted that corrections must begin with the ear-

(EI'R-UT 3rf§w 'qﬁ %ﬂ ]:lg'rﬂ' GﬁT T liest certificate, qualifying recognition on a cas-

° HT el @ I'j\'-l N s I s di l cading set of bureaucratic approvals.

Where the law envisages gender as a matter of
3ﬁ-q€”ﬁa; BTW self-determination for transgender individuals,

b HI=dl % did “;_LC( l many officials remain wedded to the binary
markers assigned at birth, and the mismatch

Wmﬁa; . ) EﬁT translates into a stunted application of a simple

[ El ﬂ ﬁ H a a: |Qi ' E | E ” EI@T&‘I'UT W 3‘”‘”3 I idea. The insistence on sequential corrections or
elaborate justifications is essentially a refusal to
accept that gender identity is not derived from

4. ﬁ'qu W m paperwork. Dr. Laishram’s struggle also shows
how institutional reluctance to operationalise
this principle forces transpersons into prolonged

N\ . .

° U iar)q [HD HASIRdI UL ga'fﬂﬁa; IR é I arﬂ' AT legal contests over what should be routine mat-
ters. Such episodes reveal a troubling truth: tran-
spersons, navigating stigma and discrimination,
1 ﬁm 1 3m' I”Il?h m :q‘m qgﬂq are forced to expend disproportionate time and
® ﬁ a; : l resources to access rights that are legally theirs.
The High Court judgment is undoubtedly posi-

Wmﬁa; %m a;ﬁ %QT[ 3 m tive: it also sets a precedent that may help other

° ﬁ ﬁ E EI g l transpersons and signals to administrators that
procedural rigidity cannot override constitution-
al and statutory guarantees. Bridging the gap bet-
ween legal rights and their application will re-
quire both institutional reform and cultural

change within the bureaucracy that draw from an
understanding of gender as lived reality.
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Why India needs a national space law

What does the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 stipulate? Is it self-executing? Why is it important that countries enact their own national space legislations? What has
been Indias approach to space legislation? Why is creating affordable insurance frameworks for space startups crucial?

EXPLAINER

Shrawani Shagun

The story so far:
ndia is set to celebrate its second
National Space Day on August 23.
Following Chandrayaan-3’s
soft-landing near the lunar south
pole to the upcoming Gaganyaan and
Chandrayaan missions, as well as the
Bharat Antariksh Station, the Indian space
programme is set to make history many
times over. Yet an essential component
remains grounded - the legal
architecture. In the race to explore,
innovate, and commercialise outer space,
a strong space law is necessary.

What about global space legislation?
The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
establishes that space is the province of
all mankind, and therefore prohibits
national appropriation, and places
responsibility on states for national
activities in space, whether conducted by
the government or private entities. Its
companion agreements create binding
frameworks of rights, responsibilities, and
liability rules. However, these treaties are
not self-executing. According to Aarti
Holla-Maini, director of the United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs
(UNOOSA), “The core United Nations
treaties on outer space provide the
foundational principles for all space
activities: from the peaceful use of outer
space to the responsibility and liability of
states. National legislation is the means by
which nations can give eftect to these
principles domestically, ensuring that
their growing space sectors develop in a
safe, sustainable, and internationally
responsible way.” India has ratified the
key UN space treaties but it is still in the
process of enacting comprehensive
national space legislation.

While space policy may signal intent,
law is what creates an enforceable
structure. “National space legislation
offers predictability, legal clarity, and a

The ISRO carrying out the Well Deck trials of the Gaganyaan missions'’s crew module in 2024, FILE PHOTO

stable regulatory environment for both
government and private actors,” Rossana
Deim-Hoffmann, UNOOSA Global Space
Law Project Lead said. Many countries
now have national space legislation.
Japan, Luxembourg, and the U.S. have
enacted frameworks to facilitate licensing,
liability coverage, and commercial rights
over space activities.

Will India enact similar legislation?
India’s approach to space legislation
reflects a methodical, incremental
strategy. As space law expert Ranjana
Kaul notes, “It should be understood that
national space legislation includes two
cardinal interdependent aspects: (i)
technical regulations governing space
operations in orbit by commercial entities
~ this is the first aspect of ‘authorisation’
process under Article VI [of the Outer
Space Treaty]. The Department of Space
is proceeding meticulously in this matter.”
This methodical approach has yielded
concrete regulatory developments, which

includes the Catalogue of Indian
Standards for Space Industry, critical for
ensuring the safety of space operations;
the Indian Space Policy, providing details
of activities that non-governmental
entities are encouraged to undertake; and
the IN-SPACe Norms, Guidelines and
Procedures (NPG) for implementation of
Indian Space Policy, 2023, in respect of
authorisation of space activities.
However, the second component is still
pending. According to Dr. Kaul, “(ii) the
overarching regulatory framework
(textual part) - this is the ... ‘space
activities law’ that will contain provisions
of the OST that are meticulously,
carefully, appropriately drafted.”

What are industry perspectives?
From the industry’s standpoint, the
current regulatory transition creates
significant operational challenges. Gp.
Capt. T.H. Anand Rao (retd.), director of
the Indian Space Association, identified
priorities for national space legislation

beginning with the fundamental need for
a statutory authority.

“IN-SPACe, which currently operates
without formal legal backing, requires
clear statutory authority to strengthen its
role as the central regulatory body,” Mr.
said. “The national space law should
ly set out licensing rules,
qualifications, application processes,
timelines, fees, and reasons for
acceptance or denial, to avoid
unnecessary delays and confusion from
multiple ministry approvals.” The
dual-use nature of space technologies
creates particular complications, with
companies facing delays from multiple
ministry clearances even after provisional
approvals. Clear FDI rules, such as
allowing 100% FDI in satellite component
manufacturing under automatic routes,
would attract critical capital for startups
to scale operations. This operational
clarity extends to liability frameworks,
with Mr. Rao emphasising that “while
India is ultimately responsible
internationally, private companies must
hold proper third-party insurance to
cover any damages. This includes creating
affordable insurance frameworks for
startups managing high-value space
assets. Innovation protection remains
equally crucial, “legislation should secure
intellectual property rights without
excessive government control, encourage
partnerships among industry, academia,
and government, and foster investor
trust.” This balanced approach would
prevent migration of talent and
technologies to more IP-friendly
jurisdictions. Mr. Rao also stressed the
need for mandatory accident
investigation procedures, enforceable
space debris management laws, unified
frameworks for space-related data and
satellite communications, and an
independent appellate body to prevent
conflicts of interest. Without statutory
backing, IN-SPACe’s decisions remain
vulnerable to procedural challenges.

Shrawani Shagun is a researcher
focusing on environmental sustainability
and space governance.
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The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
establishes that space is the
province of all mankind, and
therefore prohibits national
appropriation, and places
responsibility on states for
national activities in space,
whether conducted by
government or private entities.
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India’s approach to space
legislation reflects a
methodical, incremental
strategy.
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Gp. Capt. T.H. Anand Rao
(retd.), director of the Indian
Space Association, identified
priorities for national space
legislation beginning with the
fundamental need for a
statutory authority.
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matters. But for millions of migrants from

Bihar, democracy is quietly leaving them
behind. A silent crisis is unfolding, where the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of State electoral
rolls, and at short notice, has led to the mass
deletion of nearly 3.5 million migrants (4.4% of
the total voters). These are the migrants who have
been labelled as “permanently migrated” for
being absent during house-to-house verification.
These voters now face permanent
disenfranchisement not just in their places of
work but also at home.

In a State where migration is not just an
economic choice but also a survival strategy, this
sweeping administrative action is threatening to
erase millions from India’s democratic record.
For decades, out-migration has sustained Bihar’s
economy and its households. Locked homes,
especially among poor and most vulnerable
migrants, are a common sight across villages.
Increasingly, migrants either migrate with their
families or shift their families to marital homes
for their care and safety. Yet, this reality of
circular and split-family migration is now being
read by the state as an abandonment of electoral
rights.

l n a democracy of 1.4 billion, every vote

The ‘sedentary citizen’ is the issue

The deeper issue lies in India’s electoral
infrastructure, which is still designed around a
sedentary citizen. Voter registration is tethered to
proof of residence and in-person verification. But
for migrant workers — many live in rented rooms,
at construction sites, on foot paths or in slums —
such documentation is either unavailable or
denied.

This exclusion deepens in the context of
regionalism and sub-nationalism, where migrants
are often seen as job-stealers or political threats.
Growing demands for job quotas in private
sectors and strict domicile-based norms for
government jobs reflect the larger political
sentiments, which curtails the political inclusion
of migrants. In host States, migrants are treated
as outsiders and fears of altered electoral
outcomes fuel resistance to their

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
India’s democracy is failing the migrant citizen

S. Irudaya Rajan

is Chair, International
Institute of Migration
and Development,
Kerala

Arif Nizam

is an independent
migration researcher
based in Bihar

A migrant’s dual
belonging,
which is
economic
participation in
a host State and
political identity
in his home
State, is being
demonised by
the state
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enfranchisement. It discourages voter registration
at destinations. As a result, migrants remain
stuck: unable to register in destination States, and
now removed from their origin rolls.

The findings of a study

A Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai study
in November 2015, funded by the Election
Commission of India, titled ‘Inclusive Elections in
India: A Study on Domestic Migration and Issues
in Electoral Participation’, confirmed the
marginalisation of migrants in a host State’s
electoral processes. The study identifies a triple
burden — administrative barriers, digital illiteracy,
and social exclusion — preventing a migrant from
effectively participating in electoral processes.
Crucially, the study found that lower voter
turnout was directly correlated with the higher
migration rates in the source States. And yet,
rather than bridging this turnout gap, Bihar’s SIR
initiative is widening the democratic deficit.

This is not just a bureaucratic failure. It is a
democratic rupture. The average turnout rate in
Bihar’s last four Assembly elections was only
53.2%, the lowest among major Indian States. In
contrast, Gujarat and Karnataka — States with
fewer outbound migrants — reported an average
of a turnout of 66.4% and 70.7%, respectively, in
the last four elections.

Our own estimates, based on mobile visitor
location register data, suggest an annual outflow
of approximately seven million circular migrants
from Bihar. Out of this number, 4.8 million
migrate seasonally between June and September.
However, half of them (2.7 million) return home
during the festivals of Durga Puja, Chhath and
Deepavali between October and November. This
year, where there will be an Assembly election,
many of the return migrants will be unable to
vote as their names have been struck off. Without
coordination with destination States to verify or
re-enrol these voters, the deletion process
becomes a de facto disenfranchisement of the
poor migrants.

The limited uptake of the ‘One Nation One
Ration Card’ Scheme in the last six years, since its
launch in 2019 (nation-wide portability of ration

card holders under National Food Security Act,
2013), underscores the constraints of migrants in
the host States. Most migrants from Bihar avail
rations in their home State, with only 3.3 lakh
households availing portability in destination
States as of May 2025. Dual residency, fear of
losing entitlements and bureaucratic hurdles
deter transfers. The same logic applies to voter
IDs — they keep origin-based documents not
because they are indifferent to civic duties, but
because they lack security and acceptance in host
States.

This dual belonging — economic participation
in host States, political identity in home States —
is now being demonised by the state. Migrants are
being told bluntly that ‘if you're not home when
we knock, your right to vote vanishes’.

Along the 1,751 kilometre-long open
India-Nepal border, the issue becomes even more
complex. The region has long celebrated the
“roti-beti ka rishta”, a tradition of cross-border
economic and marital ties. Many Nepali and
Indian women migrate post-marriage, yet new
documentation norms and restrictive citizenship
interpretations now threaten their legal and
electoral status. Here, disenfranchisement is not
just regional or class-based but also gendered and
xenophobic.

Time for a portable identity system

The way forward is clear. India must move toward
portable, flexible, and mobile voter identity
systems. The Election Commission of India must
halt blanket deletions of migrants and adopt a
cross-verification model with destination State
voter rolls. Civil society and local governance
bodies such as panchayats should be empowered
to conduct migrant outreach and re-registration
drives.

It is high time that the Kerala model of
migration surveys should be replicated among
high internal migration origin States such as Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh. If these steps are not taken,
India risks scripting the largest silent voter purge
in post-Independence India — a purge not of
enemies, but of the hard-working poor who leave
home only in search of bread, dignity and work.
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