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Important Day : International Yoga Day

U Iy 21 S B AT S dTell SfeRigid anT feay IR, AR SR snearfdie seaml & g anr &
3% AU & Ul IFREdhdl Bha &1 96T XGdT §1 I8 a1 TN Bl YR 1 ARBiad [aRId &1 U S
feT A U Sffas & Iger SR qrioRg U a3 § S9! YT &l UidiTied HRdl 8|

INTERNATIONAL

ELE B
. IS o U Ay feaw Taftd o &1 faR URd §RT 2014 T 69T Agad Y HERIHT & QR TRdTdd
%mwwgﬂmﬁwwﬁqmﬁ?ﬁ@aﬂgﬁmwﬁ i anT feaw aifvg o

|

. SUDI UG TS 2015 F ARer 3R 2ifa & fore avr fawa & agd gan ol
i 21 2

. 21 9 P W Gwhifd Bt g, S ST Ml | 98 B T a1 7 8T g1 A WaT & 39 3=

;ﬂmw%% ol BT T AT 91T § 3R I8 fam, siidie uikadH SR ST ¥ Uaidldd U 9 9
|

Afy A=a:

. 2016 T DI = TNT B AHTd] B! 3 TRP AP [aRNId & Th dd & =0 H AT ol |
. T3y TRy TeT (WHO) 7 1T BT TR-TARY I (NCDs) BT ABUM 3R st P AT Teh Head = 31amg
& 0 H WHR forar § 3R 39 310 af¥yes w1 9o (2018-2030) & e fan B

- YR WPR & Jal B 3R Jd HA@T 7 2015 T TN ST Th Ul Qd fawg & &9 T aFfigd fobar
dTf 3 IRiTd Wd &id & HedH ¥ deral faar o 9abs |
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T DY THI:
. GhT WWUT%QG[ T I g3 ¢, Forent 37 § SIS a1 Thd H1 — T8 IR, T 3R AT & &

& TaY Pl
. I & faeTiie Hid Ry ot Jugar & freq § (oief
o Bl i IR ) sk e R s International Yoga Day
-ﬁr' g_ﬁ B‘%ﬂ%ﬁ %| Observed every year on June 21, International Yoga Day aims
N . . t d bout th benefits of fi
. T & Tt Rigidl 1 TRdTHR0T Uwifet gRT THTHT trelcal miamtal and itiusliwalibeind The ol cale st servos
) . i valuab £ india’ ;
Ot et ST gd A AT A H A e e Tl 1 g & BAlred AR PO T
. I YR GRH DI B8 IRA ARA13f (VgeH) T ¥
* Background: &sih
I e Proposed by 1ndia in 2014 during the %_/ \

an'w 'ng’ ﬁ' 'qgﬁ': G?th United Nations Ge.neral Asst?mbly ’”

e First observance held in 2015 with theme

= . % [_-é f FE “Yoga for Harmony and Peace”
) tnT[ 3[ ?m-h a; Wh Juner21"r b Global Acceptance:
UT &1 8| I8 ARG Tiieu= 9grdr g, a1d B y ' . ptance:

e Marks the Summer Solstice, e UNESCO recognized yoga as

PG %’ A a;@?[ Hdl % GﬁT 'Q'I%R&ﬂ' 'Q'U'ﬂ?ﬁ aﬁ considered in yogic tradition  element of Intangible Cultural

a fime of spiritual energy Heritage of Humanity in 2016
W Dl % | and transformation e WHO acknowledges yoga in
N - o Undarstanding ¥ . preventipg and r:nanaging non-
. DIAS-19 TGMRT & ERM, AT AHRIS FgARMeld] N e . Commelcableiseates GO
. . e Gained worldwide popularity e Categorized as a priority
Gﬁq HTdATHD Hgﬂ"i % Q$ II‘@'HlIUf JUDI] % *Yq ﬁ for enhancing physical discipline by India’s Ministry
I flexibility and reducing stress  of Youth Affairs and Sports
e Recognized for boosting in 2015
immunity during COVID-19
HIRA GIRT IRT D1 §TaT ¢ & T pandermic Modein- Dy lmportance:

. e Gained worldwide popularity
India’s Efforts to Promote YOga for enhancing physica|

e M ‘Cﬁ'JT Q-q WHO $ w ﬁ W@lﬁ g ﬁ-q Fq”’éﬂ-R ﬁ e M-Yoga App for global training flexibility and reducing stress
IUAS] B access e Recognized for boosting
aﬁ W&h ﬁ w -qm % Gﬁ? e Educational and vocational immunity during COVID-19
‘j”&la; Qﬂglaﬂul EIII?EI aillai:lllﬁGS a5\3|aq integration pandemic
W ﬁ 3ﬂ?|' | e Fit India Movement e |ndia’s Efforts to Promote Yoga:
. . national campaigns - M-Yoga App for global
. arfiraﬁ: e gfear gadc SR oM w@rey training access
Wl:n: ﬂ. .Cn_rl. T W ?ﬂ-ﬁ; FIW \_yﬂa_rl.%?ﬁ aﬁ - Educational and vocaational

UraTfed fosar S Ias |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. mﬁgﬂaaﬁﬁwmm%mzomﬁwwmwﬁﬂmmww
2. Ugal SRTPT AN ey e iR gl & forg InT" i & |1y w1 17 7|

3. 21 S Y 37T AT T b T o Tehifa B, ot ol el &7 g o iR &1
SR T Mg Hy=1 A & B F1/A T 2/8?

a) A 1 b) a1 3R 2

¢) $ad 2 3R 3 d) I 1 IR: a)
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Will consider diplomacy

if ‘aggression’ stops: Iran

Tehran backs continuation of talks if the aggressor is held accountable for its crimes, Iran Foreign

Minister says after meeting his European counterparts in Geneva; Israel and Iran continue strikes

Reuters
JERUSALEM/DUBAI
WASHINGTON

ehran is ready to
T “consider diploma-
cy” again only once

Israel’s “aggression is
stopped”, Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
said following talks in Ge-
neva with his European
counterparts on Iran’s nu-
clear programme on
Friday.

“Iran is ready to consid-
er diplomacy once again
and once the aggression is
stopped and the aggressor
is held accountable for the
crimes  committed...We
support the continuation
of discussion with Britain,
France, Germany and the
European Union and ex-
press our readiness to
meet again in the near fu-
ture,” Mr. Araghchi told
presspersons following the
talks in Geneva.

European powers on
Friday urged Iran to conti-
nue diplomacy with the
U.S. to find a solution in the
stand-off over its nuclear
programme as Israel keeps
up its bombardment of the
Islamic Republic.

At least 19 people were
injured in the northern Is-
raeli port city of Haifa as
Iran fired a fresh barrage of
missiles on Friday after-
noon, authorities said.

Iran gives a nod

“The good result today is
that we leave the room
with the impression that
the Iranian side is ready to
further discuss all the im-
portant questions,” said
German Foreign Minister
Johann Wadephul in a
statement alongside his

On the boil: Iranians gather for an anti-Israel rally next to a replica of the Dome of the Rock mosque in
Tehran on Friday. AFp

British, French and EU
counterparts after talks
with Mr. Araghchi. “It is of
great importance that the
United States takes part in
these negotiations and the
solution,” he added.

The statement read by
all four top diplomats in
their native languages after
the talks expressed hope
for further progress but
did not make any mention
of a breakthrough in the
talks in Geneva.

Meanwhile, the Israeli
military said it carried out
a fresh wave of attacks on
Iran on Friday, targeting
missile launchers in the
southwest of the country.

British Foreign Secre-
tary David Lammy said:
“We are keen to continue
ongoing discussions and
negotiations with Iran, and
we urge Iran to continue
their talks with the United
States.” He added: “This is

a perilous moment, and it
is hugely important that
we don’t see regional esca-
lation of this conflict.”

French Foreign Minister
Jean-Noel Barrot said there
“can be no definitive solu-
tion through military
means to the Iran nuclear
problem. Military opera-
tions can delay it but they
cannot eliminate it”.

After Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanya-
hu did not rule out killing
supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, Mr. Barrot
also warned: “It is illusory
and dangerous to want to
impose a regime change
from the outside. It is up to
the people to decide their
own destiny.”

“We invited the Iranian
Minister to consider nego-
tiations with all sides, in-
cluding the United States,
without awaiting the cessa-
tion of strikes, which we al-

so hope for,” he said.

EU foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas said for her
part: “Today the regional
escalation benefits no-one.
We must keep the discus-
sions open.”

Iran’s state-run IRNA
news agency said earlier
that the Iranian delegation
“emphasised that Iran has
not left the negotiating
table”.

Israel began its cam-
paign on Friday last week,
saying the operation was
aimed at halting Tehran
from obtaining an atomic
bomb, an ambition Iran
denies having.

Iranian strikes launched
in response have also
caused damage in Israel.
(With inputs from AP)
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1. Peid & forg T o1 I=d IS
o AT fagR dH ST SRIHE A FHeAiad ardl fhR A [E A & A4 b foar, e =1
G f Ugd SoRigal gHd v iU
. IORISA & ARIUl & TG, S WRATY 99 T & ¢ § STHR BT g
o SEA, I, fore iR IR W & facwr A A fomar # St gfafitdsd & gared &t
o I ARG & Y FTid SR WA BT 3MUE foan 3R &3 §=7 9-1a &1 dra-t &t
. T SIdad SRMATST g1, b Pig 31 GRUMH g Hava|
. &g TAa A gfs:
. A EREI R FEEd g9 foy, foras e ard gul
o ZORIRA A 3 g d oo™ W 8918 g9 o SaTd faa|
m%%waﬁmﬁwméﬁanﬁﬁwwwwa@w%
4. :
. T & facwr @3 SfiF-A1ed oRI A RE & WA SRIHH HT I HIYH ge & aeh dara-!
31 iR Fal for I ufad= 918 U J 78T 41a7 S 9|
- T T 1 HIOT B el & G SRR bt o fod F e @ AR e dare
IS TS |
. 3 BT HEI § [P I FIaiid Bt O DI T8I BT 8
. é?a's’aadobwqmd“mﬁﬁc%@rswmwedl%ww%eﬂﬁﬁiﬁqﬁsﬁiﬁr@aﬂaﬁ
9 3 STu|

fazdvuTH® TR

- b = Wuy o QR Heid B geitaar

- oY ®1 BH B H &A1Y 3R Ay feRkral b wfFrept

« TRATY] TIORIY 1 Jora | J=T DB Bt JHTY

. mW(non—proliferation)wwqﬂ-ﬂa (@%T: JCPOA TIﬁR}f%D
« I SMTETET AT & H HE URumH 3R ThId BT TRl

JCPOA (Igdad TP BT giel-)
o AR UR: IR URHTY] JHSIET Hal SIdl §

N

w

(9]
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IT & JCPOA?

g U URHATY] FHSIT & fOY 2015 T S 3R P5+1 SR & aid gxneia fowam 7 o
- P5: 3AR®I, focH, i, T4, 9

o +1: SHAT

- R ¥ (EV) gRT F srgEifea

EEAGE
R P IRAT] FRAR [GwRid H I e 3R 39 Jad ofdfs ufasy germ|
WIS WIaYT:

X A Fgdfa 4l fos 95—

- RFIH a4 BT 3.67% TP T T (G SRAR-WR J B! 1 8)
- TSRS &1 TRSAT B ~5,000 T I BT

- AT HER 1 300 fHaumd dab i @

- IAEA FRieror &t SrgAfa g

goa o, afye wifaaal 3 wgufa & fo—
- TRATY ¥ 98 e wfasy e S
- WE $I aa (afd 3R fae=it Jufl oo uga & srafa < St

JHIRET 3R UTHTHH:

- 2015; U gXeRa

- 2018: 3R] RIFUT TU & I5d) THaRWT ¥ U TSI 9 J16R & 7 3R Ufiey SaRT an] ey
- 2018 & |TG: TIM - JCPOA B! THT3M FT fR-¢fR Ieeio HA1 & fobar

- 2021-2023: f3T=T & THINA B! GASad B & YA §U Afch BIs 319 ITal o g3

« 2024-2025: TG SRY; 3 = JCPOA &1 HTAT ¥ 31feres gfAgw Haef foran 8

Hexd:

- S(YHR: TRHTI-HRR 1 DI AH BT JIA™
- Uf3r TR fRRET: JCPOA FT 8310 d-1d g T FHe-ifad Fawerdl JH1 T
- AfY Feifa: 39 fAwd g1 T Tguehi gughal ot fayaiadr & Jard 38
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YR &1 efpBIr:

- Solt YRET: HRA 0 I I ST BT 6; JCPOA F TR S gl
- YIEER U1 UGS uﬁaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁwwﬁ%ﬂn%%ﬁ&m%mu%mﬁmﬁ
- TP FgaT: YR X, SARDT 3R Wre! =M & A1 Faieli T e -1 d1edl 8

fred:
M-3R 98 T TR Feifded 3R GRam FAK g1 Sfafd Y R SMRGT 75 SIaaid di HIRRT B

R T, Ay &t o 8k aaR gAd Wi o a1 ST )@ | ifayel I MR dare, &5t gganT $iR
gt gef Y ToHifae TaH R AR Sar gl

UPSC Mains Practice Question

[, el
Wﬁ@mmﬁﬁmmaﬁﬁ| (250 words)
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Declined Trump’s invitation

in order to visit Odisha: PM

Modi unveils 105 projects worth 19,000 cr; visit to the land of Lord Jagannath to mark the first

anniversary of the BJP govt. in the State is more important than US. trip, he says at public rally

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi on Fri-
day said he had po-

litely declined an invitation
from U.S. President Donald
Trump to visit Washington,
citing a prior commitment
to visit Odisha.

Addressing a public ral-
ly in Bhubaneswar to mark
the completion of one year
of the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) government in Od-
isha, Mr. Modi said, “Two
days ago, while I was in Ca-
nada for the G7 Summit,
U.S. President Donald
Trump called me. He said,
‘Since you are already in
Canada, why not return via
Washington?’ He invited
me to sit together, have a
meal, and hold
discussions.”

“He personally took the
initiative to extend this in-
vitation, and I thanked him
for it. But I told him that
my visit to the land of Lord
Jagannath was more im-
portant. T humbly declined
the invitation. It is your
love and devotion for Lord
Jagannath that brought me
here,” he said.

Dedicating and laying
the foundation for 105 pro-
jects worth almost 19,000

-~

Celebrating a milestone: Narendra

;
y RDew \
.

e "kl

Modi greets supporters as he arrives at the Janata Maidan in

Qs

Bhubaneswar on Friday to mark the anniversary of the BJP government in the State. BISWARANJAN ROUT

crore for Odisha on the oc-
casion of completion of a
year of the Mohan Majhi
government, Mr. Modi
said, “This year is not
about completion of one
year for the government,
but about establishment of
good governance. This
year has been dedicated to
public service and people’s
trust.”

“People saw the deve-
lopment model of Con-
gress for decades after In-
dependence. In Congress
governments, there was
neither good governance

S—

nor was life easy for peo-
ple. Stalling the develop-
ments and engaging in
massive corruption were
part of the Congress’s de-

velopment model,” he
said.
Development model

“Now, for the past few
years, the country has
been witnessing the BJP’s
development model. In the
last decade, there have
been States where the BJP
formed government for the
first time. A new era of so-
cio-economic transforma-

tion began,” said Mr. Modi.

At the public meeting,
Mr. Majhi said, “In the past
one year, we have been
able to touch the lives of
everyone in the State. We
have been able to fulfil our
commitments by giving
hiked input subsidy in pad-
dy procurement, including
Odisha in Ayushman Bha-
rat, launching new educa-
tional infrastructure
through Godabarish model
schools in every panchayat
and providing 28,346 new
jobs in the government
sector.”
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SR & yq@ wrafepar:
. wmﬁﬁWWﬂaooom%ﬁéﬁrwﬁ105ﬁmtrh@w&ﬁ$r3‘cgwaﬁ?f§mmm
|
. 3B 3nfe=m Bt 4 3R uififer A & Y@ifdhd [P, fARveR HTaH STy &1 Ioohd Hd

8T, S WTaATeT® 3R &g JST1a &1 Avig &t off Tob |
. S YdEHE U A U FT HHA0 SRAIBR B B 91 Pal, oIy Ug I T Sfagiy
Heifa B U TR A Wfidmar 7

Ieifae 3R y=mafe "gw:

. " wufiEar o1 ydeare: T U4E 9 GRT TTAHR JYFHA 7 JedR! Yudlg iR &g
Ugd o Ufd SU- Ufdesdl alers, faRy &0 9 S T HTSTUT-RMRI o4t ||

. TR Alsd St gaq: Ad 7 ST T S A A BT gamT Ul & Aied ° HRd g HIF R
3T 3R YPTEIR & 3RIY TTT 3R HISTTT B! fadp =gt 3R SH-dhfad Algd & ¥U § Uqd foar|

. SIS T UTOUT TRPR & Ugd a9 ol AT AT 7 FATh "SHayTH 3R IR o1 fezm o
TS Hiferd gqard & ¥U | uRuTia fosan

JUfa® HeaT:

. U HADBH U WHITAD Ao Hd &1, o] faby Jaeh ardl o1 IR faew- i Udie! § Sed
HISTUT A IRURS TG I TR-HSUT I9 H 30 R AoTgd A &1 DI Bt |

« YOOI & "SS9I PR ({ToT 3R g H TP 8l Uef = a9 9 & Rfed ol g fea|

. &g adl O SNfsan A dioieh) B uexl st W 3R SHEUD & WRT I & T |

3Nnfe=n ¥ faer ot g=1 91d:

. B T A 3Te ) & qfG (Hart t HarS iR amior srforawn & e wewagoh |
. ST HRA IS H Ui, o Wy ar1sfi &1 Ugd d9gok g5 |

. S QeMOIE Ugal ! YB3, SN b g1 Uamd § Meei Hisd W@d |

. TH Iy T 28,000 ¥ 3feeh BRI AB R} &1 o |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: TS AT WRBRI J g IRBR gRT &1 Ugd b Jod W Id] B | Tg M, JAeHITdd Ul
HE-IT T BT Y YHIAT FHRaT 87 (250 Words)
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RIS sfafer WA (15S) F AT Axiom-4 TR, forad WRda siafer aeh U e+ YUY Jaer 2 §, &I

Shubhanshu Shukla’s
Axiom-4 mission to
the ISS put off again

TH IR R R ) fear T g1 g8 Fuf 1ss & it W # gTd &l 3 g8
TRET 3R WIedh-9 e B G4 adb-id! Jraesl & i foy T JRef
Teitenmsti & Tad forar T B U8 fiRM YRd & forw Yfaeiie § wife a8
Yy T W O siafker IS H YR @ 78 Urifier &1 udfi® 3|

g@1 faavor:
. fRFA®:

. HHISY: Ui i (Yd NASA 3idiRer aEfl, Axiom Space)
+  UTATE: J9 L YUY YR (HRT)

. i Serfere: dids ok & & ESA sfafver am

. fi=F @1 3ER:

. ISS & fau 14-feadl aftifcas famm, fSraer agg FHoh
SiANRe] AT, STHYUM SR SITRTETI g B Jg1aT &1 5|

. T8 YRA, UIds iR g1 & faw ara sfaler S et &t
I BT Ul ipTeD g g

& 3R de-te! quE:
« TA¥U Y 29 03 b AyiiRa o1, dfoet 3 IR wiffrd fasar ma (s, 10,

11 3R 22 5) |
SR H T

. U3 SSM & TAUAR & GRH Bled-9 §xex ¥ fafés
S{IoRiTer 1 Rgra

. Sdual 4q1 Alegd (B9 W) ¥ IREd 1
. V& faST & SR HieH Feih vl

NASA & Tadr:
e 1SS I Y | JS! FUMTerdt & HRUI, AR P B HFIGR! T Ugd HOR YR& Helich AP Bicll

gl

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

NASA has put off Sunday’s
launch of the Axiom-4 mis-
sion carrying Indian astro-
naut Group Captain Shub-
hanshu Shukla and three
others to the International
Space Station, saying it re-
quired additional time to
evaluate operations on the
orbital lab after the recent
repairs in its Russian
section.

The Axiom-4 mission
was targeting a June 22
launch after being put off
multiple times due to a
leak in the boosters of Spa-
ceX’s Falcon-9 rocket, in-
clement weather in the as-
cent trajectory and leaks in
the aft-most section of
Zvezda service module.

The space agency needs
additional time to continue
evaluating the Internation-
al Space Station operations
after recent repair work in
the aft (back) most seg-
ment of the orbital labora-
tory’s Zvezda service mo-
dule, it said.

Because of the space sta-
tion’s interconnected and
interdependent systems,
NASA wants to ensure the
station is ready for addi-
tional crew members, and
the agency is taking the
time necessary to review
data, Axiom Space said ina
statement.

Former NASA astronaut
and director of human spa-
ceflight at Axiom Space,
Peggy Whitson, will com-

Shubhanshu Shukla

mand the commercial mis-
sion, while Group Captain
Shukla will serve as the pi-
lot. The two mission spe-
cialists are European Space
Agency (ESA) project astro-
naut Slawosz Uznanski-
Wisniewski of Poland and
Tibor Kapu of Hungary.

The 14-day mission will
“realise the return” to hu-
man spaceflight for India,
Poland and Hungary.

The astronauts were ori-
ginally scheduled for lift-
off on May 29, which was
put off to June 8, June 10
and June 11, when SpaceX,
the providers of the launch
rocket and the space cap-
sule, detected a liquid oxy-
gen leak in the Falcon-9
rocket. At a pre-launch
press conference on June
10, SpaceX vice-president
William Gerstenmaier said
engineers had detected a li-
quid oxygen leak on the
Falcon-9 booster during
the re-entry phase of its
previous mission that was
not fully repaired during
refurbishment.
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o NASA 3R Axiom Space S¢T &1 THIET HX g & dlids HETT R, T GRE&T 3R Sa- I8/ Yorierdt &1

JORAT gAAd &1 o1 9o |

YRd & fore vga:
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frofl/afoicue SR W 1SS & N ISH R |1 § — T8 HRA BI fdRer HeAlfd 3R siafeer amt
UfR1er & forw T Hid &1 URR B

. A fRE & 99dE: 38 B=E ISRO & ST A f{RE ¥ g URA & U SR e=gdl
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|

. mmﬂ:%%aﬁmm&ﬁqmﬂﬁﬁWAxiom SpaceGﬁTSpacexaﬁﬁGﬁ
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. 3iafver § fAeht &= ug cxiar § 6 $ siaRer frxml &1 curaariie v 8) 3671 §, o Hidw & siaRker

Y, e 3R JEN--Idd aTel SN0 & TTURHINT &R 8T ]|

mﬁﬁm

THIP! SIfeddr: T81 dd b SpaceX S I7d WU Uerar i 3 &1 T R 33 ©, SN sfafer et
A TiohdT 3R IR B AT IRl Bl g 2|

o ISS WoMRrA TR FrRe: 1SS 31 SIS SR Uy H ST T &1 oY § b 1o s H gs wxel

O =t Aisge) T R &1 gyfad &R It g

. R 3R W T &Y sz dr: I8 foardn 3 fos Araged siafver fiem sraftier Hae<hid gid §

3R TR URadHT & 3¢ Tgd B
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ifd IR TS a1t HTa WR == ST | (250 Words)

T aTfoIog® A4 SidRer I8 U H HRd ®f UFNGRT & WeRN 3faikef o
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HYRA & HR JaeR B 3G T3 2025 T geHR 0.7% I8 T8, ot fb 9 Wl & Ty Faen TR §, 78 e
Tfafafey 7 #l ®1 qxfar gl

Core sector growth slows to 9-month
low of 0.7% in May on oil, gas, fertilizers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Growth in the eight core
sectors slowed to a nine-
month low of 0.7% on con-
tractions in crude oil, natu-
ral gas, fertiliser and elec-
tricity sectors.

The Index of Eight Core
Industries (ICI) for May, re-
leased by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
was last lower in August
2024 when it contracted
1.4%. The pace of growth
also marks two consecu-
tive months of slowing
growth in the index.

The eight core indus-
tries make up about 40% of
the overall Index of Indus-
trial Production (IIP).

~

R AR

Key exceptions: Notably, the steel sector saw growth accelerating
to 6.7% in May from 4.4% in April though on a high base . AFp

Within the ICI, crude oil
sector contracted 1.8% in
May, the fifth consecutive
month of contraction on
falling global crude oil pric-
es. Refinery products grew

1.1% against a contraction
of 4.5% in April. The natu-
ral gas sector contracted
by 3.6%, the 11th consecu-
tive month of contraction.

The contraction in the

natural gas sector is linked
with the performance of
the fertiliser sector, the big-
gest consumer of natural
gas, which contracted 5.9%
against a contraction of
4.2% in April.

The electricity sector
contracted 5.8% mainly on
coal sector’s subdued
growth of 2.8%, which is
down from the 3.5%
growth seen in April. Nota-
bly, the steel sector growth
accelerated to 6.7% from
4.4% in April. This was also
on a high base of 8.9% in
May 2024. The cement sec-
tor saw a robust growth of
9.2% although this was on
a low base as the sector
had contracted 0.6% in

May last year.

S AT AT 92

- 36 Uq9 I (Index of Eight Core Industries - ICl) & JdTE Bl 2$ fosar ST % S P (G’rﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ
ITE JADID) BT TTHT 40% TR T4 &

1.
2.

AW
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. UTpfd®

. ReER 3ae
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7. dHe
8. forat
Core Sector Growth
in May 2025
Output of the eight core sectors rose 0,7%
year-on-year
Negative growth Growth
a CRUDE OIL Q STEEL
-1,8% 6,7%
0 NATURAL GAS ﬂ CEMENT
-3,6% 9,2%
% FERTILIZERS {{ REFINERY
-5,9% ﬂ PRODUCTS
11%
ELECTRICITY .
- -5.8% WN coa
2,8%
n‘a"r%w:
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-wﬁﬁ?m% 1 3.6% P! fRTEE (@AR 11491 AEHT) — I8 Qe AP &7 I THIFAT Bl § 3R I8 wifad off
|
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- farTett: 5.8% @1 IRTaC - Sadr 83 t it ¥ e (Had 2.8% Gl STafd U H 3.5%) |

ADRIHB ST

- SETA: 6.7% B it (31T F 4.4% o), STlfd 7S 2024 7 I MR (8.9%) 1|
-%ﬁﬁ'c 92%66144 d i, Afh1 T8 T A7 3MUR (-0.6%, TS 2024) W 3NRa B
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: 313 TIE STNT & ABIP (ICl) F IR ¥ fAafarad sy wR faar a3

1. 1CI 1 GIRSTP! 3R HRIHH BRI HATTT (MoSPI) GRT Habferd 3R SR} fobar Srar g1
2. 3T TIE IGNT ST ST YD (1IP) H THIHT 40% HR BT 67 Hd g |

3. U fae 71 316 U9 I H ¥ U B

SR AT T Sy § A 19 91/ 98 /22

a) Had 1 3R 2

b) Had 2 3R 3

) Had 1 3R 3

d)1,2 3R 3

3TN: b)
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Lighting the spark in UK -India cultural relations

ay was a month of magical bonanza for
M United Kingdom-India relations. The

long-anticipated Free Trade Agreement
was ratified by both Prime Ministers, and it was
another milestone that illuminated a different but
equally significant dimension of their
partnership: culture.

On May 2, UK. Secretary of State for Culture,
Rt Hon Lisa Nandy, and India’s Minister for
Culture, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, signed the
Programme of Cultural Cooperation (POCC). This
landmark agreement promises to light up the
cultural corridor between the two nations,
reaffirming their shared creative spirit.

The POCC outlines five programme areas:
digital technologies for culture, exhibitions and
collections, performances and events, cultural
property, and sustainability. These themes
directly support the creative economy, a core
sector driving the U.K. government’s industrial
strategy. This agreement signals a shared
commitment to cross-cultural collaboration and
economic growth.

Before arriving in Delhi to sign the POCC, Ms.
Nandy, the first Labour Cabinet Minister of Indian
heritage, was the highest-ranking international
delegate at the World Audio Visual &
Entertainment Summit (WAVES) Summit, held in
Mumbai. In her keynote, she powerfully
highlighted the collaborative potential of the
India-U.K. cultural and creative industries,
sustainable by nature and an employment
multiplier.

The growth of the creative arts sector
Globally, the creative arts sector is rapidly
growing, projected to reach 10% of global GDP by
2030. At the G-20 New Delhi Leaders’ Summit in
2023, global leaders unanimously called for
greater investment in the sector. India hosting
WAVES for the first time underscored its
commitment, resulting in significant business
deals and international agreements.

The POCC between India and the U.K. builds
on this momentum. It brings together the Indian
Ministry of Culture, the U.K. government’s
Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport

Alison Barrett

MBE, is the Country
Director India at
the British Council

The Programme
of Cultural
Cooperation
between the
two countries is
built on themes
that support the
creative
economy

and the British Council in India, alongside major
U.K. cultural institutions — including Arts Council
England, the British Library, the British Museum,
the Natural History Museum, and the Science
Museum Group. With over 1,700 accredited
museums in the U.K., the scope for partnerships
with their Indian counterparts is tremendous,
especially around leveraging digital technology
for sharing cultural experiences and heritage.

At its core, the POCC signals hope: the creative
economy can foster a more inclusive future,
encompassing tech-driven sectors such as
gaming, digital content, film, OTT, television and
more — creating opportunities for skilled workers
and innovators.

That is great news for India. With its deep
cultural heritage, cutting-edge technology, skilled
artisan base, and the world’s largest youth
population, India is uniquely positioned to lead.
India’s creative economy, valued at $35 billion,
employs nearly 8% of its workforce, second only
to agriculture. According to the Asian
Development Bank’s report (2022), ‘Creative
India: Tapping the Full Potential’, six of India’s
top 10 creative hubs — from Badgam in Jammu
and Kashmir to Tiruppur in Tamil Nadu — are in
non-metro regions. This shows India’s diverse
cultural heritage. India, with over 300
universities and 3,000 colleges offering courses
in design, arts, and architecture, is nurturing a
global creative workforce.

A role for the UK.
In 2023, during India’s G-20 presidency, the U.K.
played a pivotal role in supporting the cultural
agenda. Artistic partnerships, creative project
grants, and year-long cultural exchanges, such as
Wales in India, which culminated at the 2024
Hornbill Festival in Nagaland, furthered that
agenda bilaterally, redefining India-U.K. cultural
ties and building lasting bonds.

Why do these global partnerships matter so
much?

First, the creative economy is evolving rapidly.
It faces challenges including skilled labour
shortage. To meet this, we need sustained
investment in education, vocational training and

apprenticeships. International collaborations can
help empower creative professionals with global
competencies and best practices.

Second, emerging technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence and augmented reality and
virtual reality (AR/VR) are transforming the
sector. As the British Council’s recent report, Arts
and Technologies in India: Reimagining the
Future argues, it is time to integrate it into India’s
creative education framework. Cultural exchange
and cross-border partnerships can support
professionals in navigating this digital shift.

India’s creative canvas is expanding, driven by
cultural wealth, youth potential, and a bold
vision. Prime Minister Narendra Modi envisions
India as a global creative hub — and with a
three-pronged approach focused on education,
skills, and international collaboration, we are well
on our way. But it will require sustained
cooperation between government, industry and
academia to make that vision a reality.

Businesses and projects

Indian companies, too, are doing their bit. Take
Royal Enfield, the iconic U.K.-India motorcycle
brand, which is working in the Himalayas
through its Social Mission. In partnership with
UNESCQ, it is helping to safeguard intangible
cultural heritage and working with over 580
artisans through its textile conservation project,
The Himalayan Knot. This initiative not only
preserves sustainable textile traditions but also
creates new market linkages for craft
communities. Ms. Nandy heard this story first
hand at the reception hosted in her honour by
British High Commissioner Lindy Cameron and
this writer in Delhi, where the Serendipity Arts
Festival’s Birmingham chapter was also launched
— a moving reminder of how businesses can be
storytellers too.

What truly binds the U.K. and India together
are their people and their stories. In a world
grappling with conflict and uncertainty, culture
and creativity remain among the most time-tested
healers of relations between people and nations.
And in that, we have every reason to celebrate —
and invest in — the creative spark that unites us.

GEIEWPA Internaional Relations
UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Context :

YRA 3R i;]\-llsés fhireH (U.K) & o= Ilé 2025 H WW H_E!Th"'[ PRIHH (Programme of Cultural
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3. fren, Siwre Siik AganT:
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