\‘ VUF
INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY _ IN HINDI

CURRENT AFFAIRS

(SPECIAL FOR UPSC & GPSC EXAMINATION)

DATE : 21-11-25

Iw \
Gl JTIT A

J

THE TIMESOF IND

PRAE PN A0 01004 B 00 DUl G0N0 00 V00 1I40IEE 1 I 00 LaVIRALY 04 Banala a1 be iois
=

W2

O




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

"U""l\leA ‘ (. INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

|

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC CSE

Friday, 21 Nov, 2025

Edition :

International Table of Contents

Page 01 ama?mgtrﬁrmaaﬁa%ﬁ
Syllabus : GS 2 : Indian Polity / Tl ST Weplt: Gt PIC
Prelims
Page 04 Glﬁﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬁﬁc_vﬁﬁm'ﬁ?'&ﬂ
: R $I ATl 96H B AoaTt
Syllabus : GS 2 : International s
Relations / Prelims
Page 05 e UY 3R 3rgrerd o1 yfafspard
Syllabus : GS 2 : Indian Polity /
Prelims
Page 06 'HHATRG] Bt B & o fHR
Syllabus : GS 2 : Social Justice = §E H 50 o il
Page 10 T 9Tg YgUT U GI&0T TRMEATS
dbC a2
Syllabus : GS 3 : Environment &
Page 08 : Editorial Analysis YIRT 1 T UTe 3R wieid Py,
DT SATATSID AR

Syllabus : GS 3 : Indian Economy

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




VUF
INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

Foundation

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS { ‘% Y

Page 01 : GS 2 : Indian Polity / Prelims

YR & Fdied ATy = Ui A &1 Uie & Hierd 4 87d 81 H 3ifwda 143 $ ded 16d gufd Yo ol

TSR foran, forad I fadge! § Wefta yufa ofR Isaurdl & Sl & =R §XIad & SRR I WY
foma T | =TT = Mol & JUGHRUT & HauTHG RIgid )R SR faan, 39 91d &1 gfY $rd g« fb A
AUTTADBT 3R 7 81 DI ST WIABRUN 7 AT+ TeTIBIRG! & U difeid 8! & T "Tdh SHTHR-
-t TroRiTaT AN HR Ahdl § a1 "SitS g T80l o uhdl 6 |

Courts cannot fetter President, Governor: SC

I ‘Deemed consent’ will usurp the function of
the gubernatorial functionaries, court says

Court states that it is against sitting on Bills
through ‘prolonged and evasive inaction’

Delaying bills would thwart the people’s will
expressed through legislatures, the court says

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

five-judge Bench of
Athe Supreme Court
on Thursday an-

swered the 16th Presiden-
tial Reference the country
has witnessed by opining
that the judiciary cannot
fetter Governors and the
President to “one-size-fits-
all” time-tables to dispose
of State Bills or usurp their
functions by assuming
“deemed consent” of the
proposed laws at the expi-
ry of a court-ordered time
frame.

“Such a usurpation of
the gubernatorial function
of the Governor, and simi-
larly of the President’s
functions, is antithetical
not only to the spirit of the
Constitution, but also spec-
ifically, the doctrine of sep-
aration of powers — which
is a part of the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution,” a
Bench of Chief Justice of In-
dia B.R. Gavai, Chief Jus-

Supreme Court’s advisory opinion

Breaking down the court’s response to 14

raised by the

asking if a cor

court can impose timelines for Governors and the President to give assent to Bills passed by legislatures

Governor’s discretion
under Article 200

= May assent to the Bill

= May withhold assent, but
must communicate reasons
to the State legislature

= May refer the Bill to the

President for consideration
under Article 201

tice-designate Surya Kant,
and Justices Vikram Nath,
P.S Narasimha and A.S.
Chandurkar underscored
in their answer.

‘Evasive inaction’

However, the court clari-
fied that the President and
Governors cannot resort to
“prolonged and evasive in-

Judicial limits

® SC cannotimpose timelines for
assent or create a concept of ‘deemed
assent’ under Article 142

President’s role under Article 201

® When a Billis referred, the President
need not seek SC’s advisory opinion
under Article 143 every time

action” by sitting endlessly
on State Bills awaiting their
approval. The Reference
under Article 143 of the
Constitution came merely
a month after a two-judge
Bench of the Supreme
Court, in a judgment in the
Tamil Nadu Governor case
on April 8, plugged a con-
stitutional silence by fixing

Governor’s accountability

= Governors cannot
indefinitely sit on a Bill; if

they do, limited judicial
review applies

= Courts can direct Governors
to decide within a reasonable
time frame, but not

dictate the :
outcome

a three-month time limit
for Governors and the Pre-
sident to dispose of State
Bills pending with them.
Addressing a prelimin-
ary objection raised by Ta-
mil Nadu and Kerala that
the Presidential Reference
was only an “appeal in dis-
guise” against the binding
April judgment of the

SC counters
States’ ‘disguised
plea’ argument

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday countered the
objection of States ruled by
non-BJP parties that the
Presidential Reference was an
“appeal in disguise”. It said an
advisory opinion “can overrule,
if necessary”. It was a thinly
veiled “appeal” against the
judgment that fixed timelines
for Governors and the
President to decide on Bills,
Tamil Nadu argued. » PAGE 5

court, the Bench said noth-
ing stopped it from clarify-
ing “general questions of
law referred to it by the
President”.

The Bench termed the
set of 14 questions posed
by the President on May 13
as a unique “functional re-
ference” touching upon
the day-to-day functioning

of constitutional function-
aries and the interplay
among State legislatures,
Governors, and the
President.

“Itis an institutional res-
ponsibility to tender its
opinion on this functional
reference sought by the
highest constitutional
functionary of the country.
The court cannot shirk
away from its responsibili-
ty to iron out constitution-
al creases,” the Bench said.
1t clarified that a Governor
has actually three options
before him under Article
200 — to grant assent to the
Bill, reserve it for the con-
sideration of the President,
or withhold assent and re-
turn the Bill to the State le-
gislature with comments if
it is not a Money Bill. A Go-
vernor cannot stall a Bill
without returning it to the
State Assembly along with
his reasons for doing so.

“It would be against the
principle of federalism and
a derogation of the powers

of the State legislatures to
permit the Governor to
withhold a Bill without fol-
lowing the dialogic pro-
cess... ,” the Reference
Bench advised.

The Bench propounded
that the Supreme Court
cannot judicially review
the merits of the decision
taken by the Governor un-
der Article 200. “However,
in glaring circumstances of
inaction that is prolonged,
unexplained, and indefi-
nite, the court can issue a
limited mandamus for the
Governor to discharge his
function within a reasona-
ble time period,” it said.

But the restricted re-
view of the Governor’s in-
action would not entail
subjecting him personally
to judicial proceedings.
The Governor enjoyed ab-
solute immunity from
court proceedings under
Article 361.

The Bench clarified that
the courts had no power to
review the merits of Bills.
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(A) 1 3R 2

(B) 18R 3

(C)2 3R 3

(D) SURTerd Tt
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Ajit Doval hosts seventh meeting of |
Colombo Security Conclave in Delhi

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

b4
aRg AN

At the seventh National Se-
curity Adviser-level meet-
ing of the Colombo Securi-
ty Conclave held here on
Thursday, the member
states focused on five pil-
lars of cooperation that in-
cluded radicalisation and
organised crime.

The member states also
agreed to enhance cooper-
ation through training and
capacity building.

The meeting, hosted by
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval, included a com-
prehensive review of the
security situation in the In-
dian Ocean Region and
called for cooperation un-
der five pillars of coopera-
tion: “maritime safety and
security, countering terro-
rism and radicalisation,
combating trafficking and
transnational  organised
crime, cyber security and
protection of critical infras-
tructure and technology
and humanitarian assis-

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, with NSAs of other countries, including the Maldives, Mauritius, Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh, at a meeting in New Delhi on Thursday. AnI

tance and disaster relief,”
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said in a statement.
The member states at
the event were led by Ibra-
him Latheef, National Se-
curity Adviser of Maldives,
Rahul Rasgotra, National
Security Adviser of Mauri-
tius, Air Vice Marshal Sam-
path Thuyacontha (Retd.),
Secretary of Ministry of De-
fence of Sri Lanka, and Dr.
Khalilur Rahman, National

COLOMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE

Security  Adviser  of
Bangladesh.

Major General Michael
Rosette, Chief of Defence
Forces of Seychelles De-
fence Forces, led the dele-
gation from the Seychelles
that joined the Colombo
Security Conclave as a full
member.

The Malaysian team that
participated as a guest
country for the first time
was represented by Badrul

Shah Mohd. Idris, Deputy
Director-General of the Ma-
laysian National Security
Council.

“The CSC member
states also discussed en-
hancing cooperation un-
der identified pillars, in-
cluding through training
and capacity building.
They reiterated their com-
mitment to the vision and
objectives of CSC,” the
MEA said.
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Y : Piadl GI&T I (CSC) & TR H Fafiiad Hyl R faur $if:

1. 78 &< HEITR & dead! Isul &1 U &30 gRe W9g &

2. 3D TEANT & T &1 § JH! GR&T, 3fddhare b1 Jhlad, WgeR JR&fT 3R AT Fgridl JMAd g |
3. < Hiugdl b1 4ew B |

SWRIed § A B T/ $YT TE /&2

(A) Had 1 3R 2

(B) had 2 3R 3

(C) Had 1 3R 3

(D) 1,2 3R 3

3xI¥: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

U : S TR & | &1 FRRAT S T IgUuaii GR&T i o YfHdhT &l SIRAT DIfoTT | Shicial R
HI-deid S He HRA b SAGAR fae & H8 e 3 82 (250 Ted)
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q@1 fazayor

Fourteen questions
and court’s responses

The Presidential Reference came after the April 8 judgment of the
Supreme Court that granted ‘deemed assent” to 10 Tamil Nadu Bills

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

hile it is not ap-
w propriate  for
the judiciary to

impose timelines on the
President and Governors,
in glaring circumstances of
indefinite inaction, the
court can intervene, the
Supreme Court said in its
advisory to the Presiden-
tial Reference. Here are the
14 questions posed by the
President and the court’s
responses:

‘What are the
constitutional options
before a Governor when
a Billis presented to
him under Article 200
of the Constitution?

To assent, reserve the Bill
for the consideration of the
President, or withhold as-
sent and return the Bill to
the legislature with com-
ments if the Bill is not a Mo-
ney Bill.

1s the Governor bound
by the aid and advice
tendered by the Council
of Ministers under
Article 200?

The Governor enjoys dis-
cretion and is not bound
by the aid and advice of the
Council of Ministers.

Is the exercise of
constitutional
discretion by the
Governor under Article
200 justiciable?

The discharge of the Go-
vernor's function under
Article 200, is not justicia-
ble.

However, in glaring cir-
cumstances of indefinite
inaction, the court has a li-
mited power to issue a
mandamus to the Gover-
nor to decide within a rea-
sonable time period.

Is Article 361 an
absolute bar to judicial
review in relation to the
actions of a Governor
under Article 200?

Article 361 is an absolute
bar on judicial review in re-
lation to personally sub-
jecting the Governor to
Jjudicial proceedings.

Can timelines be
imposed under Article
200?

It is not appropriate as the
Constitution is silent.

Is exercise of
constitutional
discretion by the
President under Article
201 justiciable?

For the same reasoning as
held with respect to the
Governor, the President’s
assent too is  not
Jjusticiable.

Can the President be
bound to timelines
while exercising power
under Article 201?

For the same reasons as in-
dicated in the context of
the Governor, the Presi-
dent, too, cannot be bound
by judicially prescribed
timelines.

Is the President
required to seek advice
of the Supreme Court
whenever a Governor
reserves a Bill for
assent?

The President is not re-
quired to seek SC’s advice.
Subjective satisfaction of
the President is sufficient.

Are decisions of the
Governor and President
under Article 200 and
Article 201 justiciable at
a stage anterior into the
law coming into force?

The decisions of the Gover-
nor and President under
Articles 200 and 201 are
not justiciable at a stage an-
terior into the law coming
into force.

It is impermissible for

cial adjudicatia
contents of a Bill before it
becomes law.

Can the exercise of
constitutional powers
and the orders of/by the
President/Governor be
substituted in any
manner under Article
42?7

The exercise of constitu-
tional powers and the or-
ders of the President/Go-
vernor cannot be
substituted in any manner
under Article 142 nor does
it allow for the concept of
‘deemed assent’ of Bills.

Is a law made by the
State legislature a law in
force without the assent
of the Governor granted
under Article 200 of the
Constitution?

There is no question of a
law made by a State legisla-
ture coming into force
without assent of the Go-
vernor under Article 200.

In view of the proviso to
Article 145(3), is it not
mandatory for any
Bench of the court to
first decide whether a
case involves
substantial questions of
law and has tobe
referred to a Bench of
minimum five judges?

Returns unanswered. Irre-
levant to this reference.

Do the powers of the
Supreme Court under
Article 142 of the
Constitution limited to
matters of procedural
law?

Not possible to answer in a
definitive manner. Scope
of Article 142 answered as a
part of earlier question.

Does the Constitution
bar the Supreme Court
from resolving
Centre-States disputes
except by way of a suit
under Article 131?

Irrelevant to the functional
nature of the reference.
Hence, returned unan-
swered.
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. [l fadue & S g9 9 Ugd IUD! favy-a¥g | g8 fauri uishar § 99 ¥ Ugd 1% &y
CARIC I
8. 3¢ 142 3R s eHfa : T 3 Wy fFhan fb srq=ye 142 &1 Iuan fFafafad & fo T8
foaT o1 A &
. YU T PR P HayHE Sl o Uit 3,
. "THSN TS YA DI SAURON BT GRTT | g 8 U & Bad B UG B IAC ool § R 37 BT
&I IR UfTRITIT & §Tex Holgd! 9 X@dl 8 |
9. IT & BT TgHII P T1¢ & AN &id 3 AT A QIex[l b I & B DI AT B & g
RIS B FEHIA b1 TG Blell 5; 3 GIPR B b 7Y DI Haue o 781 8|
10. fAfaer uy : T Uy - SN % Gfaum dis & Jeuf w s 145(3) 3R FH5-7oy faame) R swe 131
- 1 39 daH & HrafEs UHia & oy sumifiTe A1 a1 3R Sraid aer Tl
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AT

i B &1 I S R0 3R FieR! fade & fiT T gea Iqa- & SRAR Wl gl FOR
I A - 1 SIFS YAl PI 9GIa1 ¢ U SAHR HRd gU, ey SHHfadmei ishadr & Raems
I DI T&H TP ADdiAD dldce! I X1 HRdl ¢ | Tg TSATgoR Jaqdl & GUFHIU Bl G Bl
g, YT UGITIHINGT &1 ATl BT T Rl § AR 3¢ 200 3R 201 &1 GRETE FUE B TF
R 81 g8 g Faure Tyl &I Holgd dxdl & 3R AT 3ok @ Adbd gu faurdt ufssar
UfhaTed U&TaTd § S91dT 5|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uazﬁaﬁr@amﬁwmaﬁﬁm

1. TG 200 P d8d, Th IoUTd U (G800 1 Hghfd A Fhdl 5 SR 34 I fAUHHSH I aT0d B
B STaTHdl Tel B

2. 3T 200 P T8d ATUTd &1 (0T UI-3IY & YR TR 1fyes e & 31efi g
3. IoTUTe ot fy e o yafa & faamnd eiRférd Y@ wwar g1

STiad Yl H A HIF-TI/3 T8t 8/37?

A. Hdd 3

B. Had 1 3R 2

C. %Had 2 3R 3

D.1,2 3R 3

IR: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: 3faTeid IsuTell 3R APU Dl HOR THIHMT & HIY el A Febell g; R 4t Haenfres Rishad o
faemR SRS DI B B STAT a1 of o Yhel! 81 TG 200 3R 201 & T H faxawur HX | (150 W)
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sfear Sfeg RO (SMESILR) & T AU g9 3 4R & fHUR <arg g, foviy &0 ¥ feaR <™
(CEHT 3R TR&0N) SHfAFEH, 2015 & ded [HRR A1 TS| (Slotel) & HH®S H Heaqul YUITENTd Hial
IR YHTRI STl & | RO T Ual Iadl & fb 31 SageR, 2023 & 362 Siotat # 55 Ufawd ¥ i A dfad
g Sl g1 w0 ¥ SHaial ) HH), g @i @t s 3R Yot uReRfar Bt vt & HRU B 1 A ey
BT & Y g & T B THIFAT B aTct! Ted! TR HHSING] B @ifdhd &d g

‘Over 50% cases pending in Juvenile

"U'ﬁi,m% ‘ \(. INSTITUTE]

Justice Boards amid staff shortage’

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

More than half (55%) of the
cases before 362 Juvenile
Justice Boards (JJBs) across
the country remained
pending as of October 31,
2023, says a first-of-its-kind
study by the India Justice
Report (IJR) which was re-
leased on Thursday.

While 92% of 765 dis-
tricts in India have consti-
tuted ]JJBs, the authority
dealing with children in
conflict with law, the pen-
dency rate varies widely,
from 83% in Odisha to 35%
in Karnataka,

Unlike the National Judi-
cial Data Grid, there is no
Central and public reposi-
tory of information on the
JIBs. For the study titled
“Juvenile justice and chil-
dren in conflict with the
law: a study of capacity at
the frontlines”, the [JR filed
more than 250 RTI re-
quests and responses from
21 States, revealing that as

of October 31, 2023, JJBs
had only disposed of fewer
than half the 1,00,904

cases.

Additionally, vacancies
in the juvenile justice sys-
tem (24% of the JJBs were
not fully constituted), and
inadequate legal aid (30%
JJBs do not have an at-
tached legal services clinic)
have led to high workload
in crucial functions.

On an average, 154 cases
remained pending with
each JJB annually. Addi-
tionally, inadequate data
monitoring and funds have
created severe constraints

It is worrying to
QQ find that a
quarter of JJBs did not
have a full Bench and
evidence of a substantial
number of staff
vacancies in child care
institutions.

MADAN B. LOKUR
Former Supreme Court judge

in the implementation of
juvenile justice. According
to the 2023 Crime in India
data, 40,036 juveniles
were apprehended in
31,365 cases under the In-
dian Penal Code and Spe-
cial and Local Laws in In-
dia.

In a decade since the
passing of the Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care and Protection)
Act, 2015, the study finds
that the decentralised ar-
chitecture meant to deliver
child-centric services suff-
ers from systemic gaps, in-
cluding a lack of inter-
agency coordination and

data-sharing. Over 500 res-
ponses were received from
28 States and two Union
Territories, covering 530
districts. Of these respons-
es, 11% were rejected out-
right, 24% received no rep-
ly, 29% were transferred to
districts, and 36% were
provided by State nodal
authorities, indicating a
weak culture of public data
transfer and transparency.

Former Supreme Court
judge Madan B. Lokur said
the report exposed the
gaps in our juvenile justice
system. “Despite the pas-
sage of 10 years since the
implementation of the ]JJ
Act, 2015, it is worrying to
find that a quarter of JJBs
did not have a full Bench
and evidence of a substan-
tial number of staff vacan-
cies in child care institu-
tions. This has a
detrimental effect on chil-
dren who fall under its pur-
view,” he said, adding that
the inadequate data from

the RTIs was concerning.
I
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g@1 fazayor
1. 3= dfad 3R S WexH

. PR T 918 & T\ 1,00,904 AT & F 1Y F H SIS B |
. dfed Aama ool ¥ T 81 &
o SIS 83%
o HACH: 35%
. SAH, YIS STotel! AT 154 Afd ATHE! BT SHIAT 8, ST T Hedqu! A1 o S1g1 &1 G=Nidl ¢ |

2. ITTHD He;: AT Bt Bt R Rfwa

. 24% STore R a8 9 Tfed T8l §, foret o § fb @ | sifard we AfoRee a1 wrTioie Sriddl
Tel Bt B B

. 30% Sola! & O BT 4l faa-d B BT g, S fHRIR & Saad BT Terdl o dfad Rl
gl

. T SO SR H Rfaaat grata vamr) & 3R HHIR Sl g

3. yRERAr 3k geT et

. Fafa srererdl & fausid, Siote & fore SIg AP Ser HeR HiNE T8 6
o SHISOINR BT 250 Y AP RIS NG dxeit T 319 d:
o 11% B SRAIBR B a1 741,
o 24% P PIS SdTe el fre,
o 29% RIMIARd ®R fqU 7Y,
o Had 36% - TN B AT Sl e foar|
. T YII-TIHUT ! WRIE AIHTd B! SRl g, S Afd e | a1eT STedm g |

4. YUTTEIRTT 3R 3feR-TSi 3ieRTd

. O SHffEH & 10 Tt & a1 o, Rew Fufafea 3 7 &
o g, Hiesrgdl, Sioret 3R A15e8 HIR YR & §ig AR JH-a9,
o AT BT,
SRCERCHNEUNEIREL
. PUH DI & g4 AN ARe TG &l AR - Hel [ 39 IRE & AR DI "l R GITHRD
THTT TS §", S TRINTA GURT DI deh el SMaRThdl D1 3R SIRT BT g |

5. ATq®H AgH

o YRA T WY 2023 & IR, 31,365 ATHA T 40,036 [HRIRI &l Uh T T—SGY Afedh gard
gTeit Jomelt IR 4R} SR ush |
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o Told Stote! & o, fH=IR =g & ga Rigidi- W,W&Wsﬁvﬁwm-ﬁamﬁa?
FU Y AL AE! foh T off Hevdll g |

T
ITEASR & Fers YR & fHTIR = faaRur & Heayul Sl &1 SOMR axd 8, fady = u ¥ dfeq v,

HHRAl Bt HH AR RS fawadist & ddy #| 91d-dfad, fdbdied ur yume 91 & e oo
AT, 2015 & TG & FTaS[E, STHIF! g Idbd HE@YUl YR 3R TRITTd HHSIE! DI Udhe Bl g |
BT & AT Ty HRH aTel Tl b BRI Bl §1E I 3R TH A1 fHRIR = uikfufas! o 79
& forg SHIfda &1 AoTed &1, Se Rew &1 fau, I9g wR fFAgfaaat R w1 oiR ST Tgrar o
JYUR AT 3aTH B

UPSC Mains Practice Question

uY: 31S1 oIy RUIC 2024 fHRIR <G TSl (Siofal) & BB J THR IRaED R TRNHS fR1d
& JANT FR! 5| 39 Je H, YR &1 (R =a1g Jonelt & T 3 arelt gAiadl i Sard-Ied S
B IR TA-HEd T fIaR0T B Holgd B & fIE oRT &1 JId ¢ | (250 RMeq)
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I8 TR # a1 UguuT Te ¢X1-fafkiy 99 9 U &5 TaiaRun SR Aau-e Wil ¥dhe & ¥ H
faepfRId B3N 1 2024 YRA-UTHEIH AT 7 faxaman fob S Tgwur s HiATeh Bt sFexd! ol § 3R
1 YRA-T1T arg SR H Tradr g1 W 2023 3y arg qoren KA iR fay d& & 2023 3reqg ot
ROt # 39 910 WR oI STl T § b féror uRkrn gfar & Jed ugiid 26l &1 Aeer) #xdl 6, Sl
3 fawmy, STaarg uRad= 8ik FHSIR I & U & I1Y U A1 uR uiRfRUfAe simaTdeTd o1 Tabd

3argl

Is air pollution a South Asian crisis?

What was the 2024 India-Pakistan Smog? How has air pollution become rampant across the South Asian region? What does the Greenpeace 2023 World Air

EXPLAINER

Dev Nath Pathak
Vibha Bharadwaj

The story so far:
elhi is in the spotlight once
again for its consistently
deteriorating AQI levels. And
like every year there has only
been a knee-jerk reaction to the problem,
rather than a sustainable solution. The
Commission for Air Quality Management
has gradually switched from stage 1 and 2
to stage 3 of the Graded Response Action
Plan, and advisories have been issued for
citizens who battle serious health risks.
However, there is a dire need to
understand the collusion of natural and
man-made reasons for air pollution, for
Delhi’s air pollution crisis goes beyond
India’s sovereign borders.

What is happening in South Asia?

In November 2024, eastern and northern
Pakistan and north India faced a severe
pollution event that came to be known as
the ‘2024 India-Pakistan Smog’. Lahore
and Delhi virtually competed on the scale
of the most polluted city with the highest
AQI reading globally. ‘Brown clouds’
formed in swathes over the cities
distinctly visible in satellite images. While
Lahore was faced with the worst AQI,
Delhi’s air gradually deteriorated due to a
shift in wind patterns that carried
pollutants across borders and within the
region. Now in 2025, Delhi is once again
followed by Lahore. The Dawn from
Karachi reported that local pollution and
smoke drifted in from India due to
low-speed winds.

Bangladesh also has a significant share
in the air pollution crisis. Dhaka is
witnessing worsening AQI in the range
from moderate to very poor during the
winter season, as reported by the U.S.
thinktank Atlantic Council. Likewise in
the capital of Nepal, AQI remains
alarmingly high every year, between
moderate and unhealthy.

Quality Report state? How do deteriorating AQI levels affect India economically? What should be the way ahead?

Not the only one: Commuters ride along a road amid dense smog in Lahore on October 30. AFP

What are the reasons?

The Greenpeace 2023 World Air Quality
Report underlined that poor air quality in
South Asia is due to anthropogenic
sources such as industrial and vehicular
emissions, and burning of solid fuel and
wastages. The shared air pollution across
the Indo-Gangetic Plain and beyond, with
tier-1 cities facing the consequences, can
be accounted by for factors such as the
fixed topography of the region. Although
separated by cartography, the regional
topography of South Asia causes fixed
ventilation of natural air and dispersal of
pollutants. A trans-national and regional
haze surfaces due to the complex
composition of air particulates. Alongside
the natural geography, there is a
transnational and regional commonality —
the failure in managing such crises due to
abysmal political will.

The World Bank report on ‘Air
Pollution and Public Health in South Asia®
in 2023 informed that nine out of the
world’s 10 cities with the worst air
pollution are in South Asia. Sri Lanka,
Maldives and Bhutan are known to be
relatively less affected by transregional air
pollution in the region of South Asia. This
interplay of factors shows that mitigation
requires attention to not only short-term
solutions but also long-term strategies
that focus on strong decarbonisation
measures and structural reforms in
agricultural practices and industry
emissions across national borders.

Is this a crisis of development?

Air pollution is related to larger issues of
development and its adverse
consequences for the environment. A
World Bank study estimates that high AQI

levels in India results in about 3% of its
GDP being spent on healthcare and lost
labour capital. The Lancet Health Journal
highlighted that in 2019 India’s GDP
reduced by 1.36% due to premature
morbidity and mortality as a result of air
pollution. A steep rise in the sale of
automobile vehicles, lack of public
transport, negligible support for
non-vehicular mobility, and building
concrete structures at the expense of
urban greenery are some of the reasons
which lead to deteriorating air quality. A
2023 UNEP report shows how current
patterns of consumption and production
are driving climate change, which in turn
drives the air pollution crisis. Thus, the
World Health Organization (WHO)
accurately recognises that air quality
significantly affects life expectancy, public
health, economic productivity, and
environmental justice. These sordid AQI
figures are the result of poorly thought-
out development. The consequences are
visible not only in north India. Experts
warn of worsening air in Mumbai and
other cities on the southeast coast.

‘What next?

A more nuanced model of governance
with strong political will to curb the
sources of the crisis; a caring human
development model addressing the needs
of the working class and farmers; and a
more regionally informed model are some
of the imperatives needed to find
sustainable solutions.

A recent study by IIT Bhubaneshwar
highlighted the importance of a broader
regional airshed scale management
strategy to tackle air pollution, rather
than merely addressing the issue in
piecemeal.

Only with stronger policies that involve
varied stakeholders from across borders
and states, can one evolve a
meteorological mindset to uproot the
sources of air pollution.

Dev Nath Pathak is associate dean,
faculty of social sciences at South Asian
University. Vibha Bharadwaj is a research
scholar at Christ University, Bangalore.

THE GIST

v

In November 2024, eastern and
northern Pakistan and north
India faced a severe pollution
event that came to be known
as the 2024 India-Pakistan
Smog’.

v

The Greenpeace 2023 World Air
Quality Report underlined that
poor air quality in South Asia is
due to anthropogenic sources
such as industrial and vehicular
emissions, and burning of solid
fuel and wastages.

v

The Lancet Health Journal
highlighted that in 2019 India’s
GDP reduced by 1.36% due to
premature morbidity and
mortality as a result of air
pollution.
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. JUUE T T TS AR H I b e 3o H 4R FIea ha gU fous T | B

. Gfdal 7 ga1 & Sead Ue A ugued! &l Freff F uR & S, o fiweh @t gar TR 81 S, wafe
YR &3 I g3 urforar o =rar |

o 2025 dd, el 3R AER Gl Th IR [ a1 & Jad Ugod e’ § 9 U g |
2. Q¥ aféror gfkran 7 arg ugwor 3 ¥g T 82
WIPpTa® + AT HIRUT SHFUTRT
. T YRA-THT RIS A AR & SR g4l HY Abell 8|
. A STOI:
o 3NN 3R aTe Ugyur
o BN YT ST
o DY AT AT
o  TRUICIHT HeRT ST
TATS &7 P YA BAfeefad]

. A e U IR TERRIS ST 8, ST8T UGl AUTd, HRd, U 3R Siare # Wad ¥4
Y I B &

. ;HW\IQ?JT&H*M TSI HIRATS SR SeaBITcId IUTT (oI, HIH! Ufcsie) Yhe BI 3R WIS HRd
|
PEIRRLE]
. THACET: BTHT BT Madbiei Tagsis Faflid U I SRaRga ¥ 9gd SRaRIHR q% Ugddl ¢ |
. AU BToHTe W &R Al H WaR-Id UagafTs gl (odl Sl ] |
. HRA-UTfhwM: foeeh SR AR gfHar & Jad WRE Ue’l § Y /M R ¢
Had dicie], AT, Y fiedpd uvifad g

3. Wi 2023 fay arg Turaw Raid & @ar weT T 82
. Tferor ulRr § Afye TR R e WR1E a1y TUreR & |
. GFAT® 10 GEY UGNA e B U A Glaor TR § )
. UIYHS Hid:
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o JEI

o i y@
o BN 3 &g

o g H BRI S

YAPIe Ieel + YA + HHd FAfHd S — & e S SHTeff & UR I dxdl g

4. fTTsar TagaTs WR HURA &1 e TUF $§ gHIad H3d7 82
a1g UGNl Had Ueh TR TET 8! ©; I8 U fadmrdsd SR e geT 3|
e guTa

f3%y 9% (2023): URA & THd I IAIG BT 3% WA AN + 3= AQl & HRUT 47 IATGHhdT o
HH TR W fHar o 3|

. TNIT (2019): THT ¥ U Hg &X R TgNUT § 8! 0T & HRUT HRA HI Sirerdl H 1.36% &1 TR1ae

S|
TG Yol BT ThuT: T Dt THRY, g3 I, HH Siia- Y|
ERT STGH AT BIH: U, TS Ua=H & HH|
&3 guTa:
o e ® fiRmae
o I SHT/XIRY AT
o Ud wed A faesh e w gwrg

S¢d dTg- Wifid, HHSIR FIdol—e URag 3R doll I afer WR1e Fafora wedieru T ddeifas
T St g

5. 3T T IRAT T BT A1eT? (BT IWR] & forg)
A. XTI GUR

e SmuTdTel= ufafsrarel ¥ W Hogd AoHIfad SmIfad |

ER-IR I TY-aR faRd s & Tog TIRRAS -G UEeH (O fh STt YasR gRT i 141
8) P AN B
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. HRd, UIfhd™, AU 3R SRR & forE Uhigpd &3 FRE Aeadbs |
&t 1 T IR gataRor gganT

. e F WA UR 9g UgNU R JUASHIS HAXF b JHM Th Sfe0 TRMATS Wed a1y FHSidl
T BT

. g URIYS dra-! Jore, Iedoi gat R JHd Hod-3aRy YaeH|
C. TG GUR
. AN BT SBEMHZRMA|
. TG & [T Holgd ST A |
. Aol URasH 3R TR-HieR Arferd Tfasiiadr &1 fawr |
. R FAeH QUR: gRd ®iF, o g, et fafmE)
3. PN ok unfior gur
. Il & fore urere:
o Z9-HIg AR yaLH
o S-SR forsTell T
o dHfcud Hud Ue
E. STe7aTg 3R SUURT T¥Eor
. SAATY ATl & T WU/ Ue ! IRRIT BT (GUAsY! 2023) |
o THRT S B FGTAT ST 3R 31 3¢9 W R #9 A7)
LR

&7 TR § a1y UgwuT g IS 31 UR SR T &A1 HIFa T, fAerEs SR uIRfRUfs dae o
T 81 2024 HRA-UTEd ST SRTdT & fb & U 1 H RIMIT HRATSAT gER o H FeR-1s uRfyfaal
&1 fgTR R Fabell § | HRA-TTT & HGH & U WM §als & & U H BRI B & 1Y, SHTH-T AP
ROt T d el 8 bl ¢ | Gfeur TR H WS gaT, AFd W 3R Hdd [dhm &1 JRI&d HRA & fag
oI AeHITa® Uiddsdr, URagH, HiY, I 3R A\ IR TganT § WRI-TEd GuURT gRT 991dd T
Taad &g RS TS g
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

wY: <féror TR ¥ arg yguur & Tay ¥ fFuferad syt R faR sife:

1. 2024 HRA-UTHA W T ¥ ¥ R UgHUT 3R §a1 & Ue & HRUI UGHSD! &I AT IR SMTarsie!
b YIS & HRUT 3T AT

2. TUN 2023 ROIE & YR, G207 TRIEME RIAH [ o MG fad HRe H Tgud! & afca=H & uiasfid
HRA T YfiresT v g

3. T3 dp BT 2023 BT RUIE H Fg1 71 & b afaror eiRmn & g & o0 gad ugiia e A4 A 5l
SudT HY § A S-91/9 98 &/82

A. Had 1 3R 2

B. %dd 2 3R 3

C. had 1 3R 3

D.1,2 3R 3

3R : d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

H: YRA H S8l TaRgeHs TR URT 31 ANTd STadT & | a1 UguUl o 3M1ddh JHTal BT fa=eryor H
T Wt 3R &3 U I gHfad arg-Tores 2 YolTel! S99 & ot Te A8 gl | (150 Rsg)
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fastest-growing food-producing sectors,
playing a vital role in livelihoods, nutrition,
and trade. Over the decades, India has witnessed
remarkable growth in aquatic food production
that is driven by technological innovation,
institutional support and proactive policy
measures. Yet, the sector faces critical challenges.
Overfishing, habitat degradation, water pollution
and climate change are straining aquatic
ecosystems. Small-scale fishers and farmers often
lack access to finance, technology and markets,
while poor traceability and inadequate
post-harvest measures limit taping of the best
export and domestic market potential and
compromise food security.

On World Fisheries Day 2025 (November 21),
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ) calls for a renewed
commitment to India’s Blue Revolution and
supports the Government of India’s theme this
year, which is “India’s Blue Transformation:
Strengthening Value Addition in Seafood
Exports™.

F isheries and aquaculture are among India’s

India’s growth in fisheries and aquaculture
According to the FAO State of World Fisheries and
Aquaculture (SOFIA) 2024, global capture
fisheries produced 92.3 million tonnes in 2022,
while aquaculture reached a record 130.9 million
tonnes, valued at $313 billion. India contributed
10.23 million tonnes of aquatic animals, making it
the world’s second-largest aquaculture producer.
India’s aquatic food production, encompassing
capture fisheries and aquaculture, has risen from
2.44 million tonnes in the 1980s to 17.54 million
tonnes in 2022-23. Aquaculture has emerged as
one of the key driver of this growth, reflecting
sectoral modernisation through advanced
technologies, infrastructure and institutional
support.

Agencies such as the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) fisheries institutes,
Marine Products Export Development Authority,
and National Fisheries Development Board have
promoted innovation and best practices, while
the Coastal Aquaculture Authority has regulated
coastal aquaculture activities to ensure
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environmental compliance. The private sector
has expanded investments from hatcheries to
exports, reinforcing value chain efficiency.

The past decade has ushered in a new phase of
transformation, beginning with India’s Blue
Revolution initiative and advancing under the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY). These programmes have driven
production growth, particularly in inland and
brackish water aquaculture, while improving
safety, regulation, and resilience in fisheries.

Key reforms include vessel transponders for
fisher safety, digital and credit inclusion through
the Kisan Credit Card, and the establishment of
Matsya Seva Kendras for integrated support. The
Climate-Resilient Coastal Fishermen Villages
Programme and the draft National Fisheries
Policy 2020 are positive developments.

The FAQ’s support across India

The FAO has been a long-standing partner in
India’s fisheries and aquaculture journey,
supporting the country’s transition toward
sustainability and resilience. The FAO’s decades
of collaboration with India have shaped policy,
strengthened institutions, and advanced
innovation in the sector.

The FAQ’s collaboration with India began with
the Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP), one of
FAQ'’s earliest regional small-scale fisheries
initiatives. The FAQ, through BOBP, has
supported the Government of India in improving
small-scale fishing technologies, strengthening
sea safety, and enhancing post-harvest
management.

The FAQ’s Bay of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem (BOBLME) project strengthened
India’s efforts to balance fisheries and
conservation, supporting the Ecosystem
Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM), and
National Plans of Action to combat Illegal,
Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing, a
major threat to marine ecosystems and
sustainable fisheries, conserve endangered
species and sustain small-scale fisheries.

To support India’s rapid strides in the field of
aquaculture, the FAO is supporting a Global
Environment Facility (GEF)-funded project in

India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

Andhra Pradesh on ‘Transforming Aquaculture to
a Sustainable, Reduced Footprint and
Climate-Resilient Food System’, guided by
Guidelines for Sustainable Aquaculture (GSA) and
Ecosystem Approach to Aquaculture (EAA)
principles. The project aims to support the
Department of Fisheries, Government of Andhra
Pradesh, in promoting climate-resilient,
sustainable aquaculture, benefiting the State and
serving as a model for India to take forward the
government’s Blue Revolution.

As part of the aquatic value chain,
strengthening of fishing ports and fishing
harbours is also one of the main thrust areas of
the Government of India. A Technical
Cooperation Programme (TCP) of the FAO
intends to assist the Government of India to
strengthen the technical capacities of fishing
ports to address main environmental, social and
economic challenges that affect the aquatic value
chain. Two pilot fishing ports, specifically
Vanakbara (Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Diu without legislation) and Jakhau in
Gujarat, will benefit from this TCP that will
provide them with specific strategic and
operational tools to identify and formulate
investments projects, whose implementation
would address main challenges.

Focus on sustainability

India’s fisheries and aquaculture sectors are on a
promising trajectory. Yet, sustainability must
remain central. Managing fishing efforts through
science-based stock assessments, promoting
co-managed Monitoring Control and Surveillance
(MCS) to curb IUU fishing, following Guidelines
for Sustainable Aquaculture and embedding
ecosystem-based approaches are key priorities.
Strengthening certification, traceability, and
digital tools — while ensuring inclusivity for
smallholders — will enhance competitiveness in
domestic and global markets.

The FAO remains committed to supporting
India’s journey toward sustainable aquatic food
systems, ensuring food and nutritional security,
and reducing environmental and climate
footprints, guiding India’s Blue Revolution toward
a resilient and inclusive future.
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