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272,000 HAS Ft Yo MPIOR gy afdie TR te calRie de3ms, gk orgl, fad W o
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Forest rights of tribals not settled
for Great Nicobar project: council

Tribal representatives’ body complains to Minister: says Andaman and Nicobar administration gave a ‘false’ report to Centre

stating that tribespeoples rights under FRA were setted with regard to diversion of forest land for the 372,000-cr. project

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

he Andaman and
T Nicobar Islands ad-
ministration made

a false representation to
the Centre claiming that
rights of the tribal people
under the Forest Rights
Act, 2006, had been “iden-
tified and settled”, which
eventually led to forest
clearances being granted
for the ¥72,000-crore me-
ga infrastructure project
on the Great Nicobar Is-
lands, a council represent-
ing the Nicobarese has said
in a complaint to Union Mi-
nister of Tribal Affairs Jual
Oram.

The proposed Great Ni-
cobar Island Project will in-
clude a transshipment
port, an airport, a power
plant, and a township.

Local tribespeople had
raised several concerns, in-
cluding the diversion of
nearly 13,075 hectares of
forest land for the project
and its impact on vulnera-
ble groups in the area.

Soon after taking charge

The proposed project on the islands will include a transshipment
port, an airport, a power plant, and a township. ISTOCKPHOTO

in 2024, Mr. Oram told The
Hindu that his Ministry
would look into the issues
raised by them.

Earlier this year, he said
their concerns are “being
examined”, without going
into the details.

Certificate issued

“In the last two months,
we have found that the ad-
ministration in A&NI is-
sued a certificate in 2022
saying the FRA rights were
identified and settled, and
that the consent for diver-
sion of forest land was ta-
ken only after this,” a
member of the Tribal
Council of Little Nicobar

and Great Nicobar told The
Hindu on Friday.

The council is the key
representative body of the
Nicobarese on the islands,
and has been interacting
with the administration on
various issues.

The council, in a letter
to Mr. Oram dated July 21,
clarified that it had not gi-
ven its consent for the pro-
ject. “We write to you to in-
form that the process of
settlement of forest rights
under the FRA has not
even been initiated. There-
fore, there is no question
of forest rights being set-
tled.” The council said it
had recently been made

aware of an August 2022
“certificate”, issued by the
Deputy Commissioner of
Nicobar  District  that
claimed the opposite.
According to this forest
diversion certificate under
the FRA issued on August
18, 2022, a copy of which
was seen by The Hindu, the
administration said: “The
complete process for iden-
tification and settlement of
rights under the FRA has
been carried out for the en-
tire protected forest area of
121.87 sq. km. and deemed
forest of 8.8 sq. km. falling
under the project.”
However, as reported by
The Hindu earlier, the Un-
ion Territory administra-
tion has told the Ministry
in its monthly reports that
it need not implement the
FRA on the islands as the
forests there are already
protected under the Pro-
tection of  Aboriginal
Tribes Act of 1956 (PATS6).
While the PATS6 gives
the administrator of the is-
lands full authority to div-
ert forest land, the FRA al-
lows such diversion only

after rights are first settled
and then consent is taken
from the Gram Sabhas con-
cerned. Tt was not clear if
the diversion of forest land
for the project was made
under the FRA or PATS6.

The Centre has main-
tained that due process
was followed for getting
clearances. A Gram Sabha
meeting held on August 12,
2022, had consented to the
diversion of forest land, it
said. However, the council
says the Nicobarese of
Great Nicobar were not
part of the meeting.

‘Exploring options’

A council member who
spoke to The Hindu on con-
dition of anonymity said,
“We are waiting for the Mi-
nister to reply. If it does
not come, we will see what
other options are available
to us.” The member said
the council’s complaint
was marked delivered by
the post office on July 30,
adding that it had also sent
an email to Mr. Oram’s of-
fice but was yet to get a res-
ponse.

TUER ¥ U9 e,
1. g3t Raifén &1 3Ry

o 3SHAM 3R FPIER U= A raT fhan fob FRA & dgd SIS SfIBRT Pt Ugd &R ot T8 § 3R
IT fAuerT = fear man 3|
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o%a;unmqa(aﬂmzozaﬁmms BICAR 99 YA o GRAdH o o8 UTH THT B TgHd BT gd
T AT
o SIITCT YNNG o1 gTaT § fob IfYeRI &1 TaT Bis FueRT a1 ggafa ufshar T8 &1 718 ot

2. BT Sl BT eHRIa

o T ISR ATAFIH, 2006: TR & Al 3R AETRAS MAGRI & AT ST ; a7 U &
SICRUT ¥ Ugd SAIBRI & Yd YR 3R UM HT &1 Jefd e ¢

o JTGar SIS TREfUT AATH, 1956 (PATS6): UMD & 3ffearet &1 T Yffy I &1 fafafid
B BT BR a1 B

o URIA 3 ST IR W dd a1 fdh FRA T 8H &1 ATaRIdl -Tg! &, e PAT56 UA ¥ &1 FHdaR
& SHTAl BT & HAT |

3. R Seifadal @t fidand

o I YA P IS THM W SR F TRURD 3feiifgent 3R TiRfRufde) o & @a’1 2|

o HHGIR AR TG I [ARITH, TR e &R0 3R TSl &1 SRRET BT AT 5 |

o UM THT BI 3P| 4 MPIaR] YR o Hid U § a6 38 J W7, 0d iR gfud ggafd
(FPIC) TR 9aTd 354 & |

4. G BT W

o T8 AT § o Ifad ufshan &1 ure fan mam 3iR ST U I HeRl U &1 T8 |
0 12 3T, 2022 P TH YHT &1 HR &1 gardl odl g
o fopR 1R, ST uRvg 59 WR faare ot 8, 3R YT & 3RUYAT B I9TR B! 8

g fAfgard
1. ST PR 9914 faerard® siffariarng

o UE HIHAT &8 U0 P gfard! grar uRaemrsil 3R WeRlt sif¥eR & ofa a-ra &1 30 8|
o I SRIBR HATY B ST HauT e JR&T IUMT (SHG 21, DG 46) Bl HHAR BT ¢

2. qafaRoity fRRar

oﬁOO@H%éWﬁWW@HﬁHﬁ%ﬁW@@Hﬁﬁwmaﬁmﬁﬁwﬁaﬁuuﬁ@%
BT TR B
o AR AT, TSIl & ARETT 3R 3MTUeT Hefdl IR UH4 |
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3. ATHR® Hgd §-TH ATHIS A1

o U8 URAISHT fgg HEEIR &4 H HRd &1 9] SURT Bl Hergd Bl 8
o BICilTdh, T ifIch Y& IUTT P CRIBTR PR W TR THETT SeAT-UeHT IS Fehd g, Forerd
SrapTieres R SR TRef Taidl fefard Ot 81 wehdh B

4. BTAT 3R VRIS SIaradg!

o U YR gl IR UHI STl g T HUHATRIS HId &SIl & ded TR [FabiiaR,
o 3R HfAfH & dgd dedife ufharsif 1R grd 81 I 82
o TATERTT 3R TS U & Feig AR, gRefRfdr 8k Saeds! & sk § §s Jard 3ol |

3[R P1 I8

o 3Ifod ufthar AT FL: a7 DR I &1 U —3iRisRI &1 FueH iR IH T4l &t
AIf9® FgHfd—a URad- J Ugdl gt aeu|

o HII Gl H ATHO TG H: TRIIAE 3MfdshHul & A & 1T PATS6 3R a9 f¥HR sifefran
& Sd TRER fohal 1 WY | .

o gUERN faemr: AU o & SHeTd YriieRt gREd @A & g Fric Rigidl & soamd|

o WA Tem T IO a1 e ATRE 3 mRfRufas U @ daesie ast o uRaerelt & fa
AR 3R SO YRET IURI Bt THIET PR ThdT 6|

o Tgferd EP@In M R S dedt & SO SfBRY SR TafaRuiy <arg &1 daure TRet
TR §Tdl el gl 13T

e

o It MR uRAeH T fafkiy fasra gfder &1 fafiia st e—1g o 39 Weeh SR oik
TRfRUfa® fRRATI YR, T JaUTHe® didad, & T fawr &1 audr baa fie ufkomd § g &,
gfes UftharTd Fsgerdr SR FHSIR Tl & Iy < | o fAfgd 81 a7 SR siftfaw o1 wraw
T 3R FeaRt sfeaRal & Y e U ¥ JS1 YR S diddize I R SHdies
RO fodl, Q1 ! ASigd |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Uy I MPIER gy aRASHT YR B f[dbrTdd Hedrbiansdi 3R WeM &l & fou ddure JRaf
U & &g d1d B! SR Hal ¢l a7 AABR HfATH, 2006 & T& SO SMRIBRT SR I0HIAS
gfarct gfar uRasHIst & &9 Ugad a9 # S arell gAfadl W gl Sifod | JHaR 8k ad fasr
GATd B & IUR A3 (250 Words)
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IIES H forga@ ax o A1eqd J AT AUR IR I IE B & URA-dH
& gIforT Had W A Bt 3R J Hal UfAihar s g1 Tg = HIaTd]-
WW@%W%ﬁ@H%@E@W@W@?W%
d19 fqare &1 fawg 351 8| FIeHIG A 59 HeH B "YATRIT 3R RATHA"
HIR 13T 8, WY §1 o1 § fob I8 9 e, I 73 faedll o A1Y 370! Srrid !
Tl ¥ 81 S ¢ | Ig &3 Ufdgfgal o sd AuTd &1 [dg= -ifd & Ad
RENEEIEIGI

g8y

forgee &= URd & fassd @F) T Sig- aTe e uHifae fRaTe
aﬁ,gwaﬂm@mwehv%mm@mwasmﬁm
ST g |

o &3 faare: SremuE-fRiftanRr-fged &3 R YRd 8k Aurd gFl
3O &1 d &
o HRd &1 3G: BT &7 B FAURFTE e (STRIES) &7 few
AT 8, forae! ST Aurd & 1y 1816 &1 el AT T IS 8|
o AUTE &1 $: iR &1 HTelt 7S BT IeH Rid Fd1dl 7, o d g8
ﬁaﬁa%ﬁw%%ﬁ&nw%mozoﬁﬁwﬁ&mﬁ
TSI AR B YRNe b Hrarart, forgeara iR feftameR
31 Ut 399 fHa &= fomn

qAqT gk | YUYW T,
1. 79T & foeT YRA-99 S

o I fag=r Tt aiv ot & fecelt T & SRM HRA SR 9 7 fergera
& T AT AR R T & B BT e foudT|

o AUTH 3 3T YUYdT & & & =4 H 7T 7, Ffb Ucaef
fRauRe® 89 & dTace ST Rt e} faan mar|

2. AuTe B fiang

o AUTd DI BreHr fguela a1 Auela srawi fot IM WR fogae R
YR & &Id B 9Y eI S HI S|

o HUHAT, AT 7RG 3R IR AS1Tcich Hag=erdr & e Ia1d1 & |

o uret H faueft et 3R S e, T SIAHTS JIParal {13l bl
YSH & T Il g

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.

‘India-China
trade through
Lipulekh
unacceptable’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

A decision by India and
China to restart border
trade through the Lipulekh
Pass in Uttarakhand has
come under fire in Nepal,
as it lies in the contested
Kalapani-Lipulekh-Limpi-
yadhura region, which is
claimed by Nepal.

This development is
“unexpected and unaccep-
table” to Nepal, but Kath-
mandu will not let it dis-
rupt dialogue with India,
said a leading member of
Nepali Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli’s party, the
Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist.

India and China took
the decision on border
trade during the August 18
and 19 visit of Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi to
Delhi, at a time when
South Block had also ex-
tended an invitation to the
Nepali Prime Minister to vi-
sit India. “This kind of an
agreement between India
and China is unexpected
and unacceptable to us,”
said Pradeep Gyawali,
CPN-UML deputy general
secretary.
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3. HRd w1 ¥9

o fgelg &1 919 & A1y o fgualta geT (GauR/uRITE-) India, China Resume
AT 8, S 3P &4 a1dl & U 5 Border Trade

OW%@%@W@W@TWW@W @ shiki Lo

. Lipulekh

53‘” ]:”:IT'” %l ° Nathu La
New Delt o
4. 99 ot YfreT

o fIge R HRA & 1Y fguahd U I Je o1 731
JUHIfa% TRl BT Hahd oal g |

O ﬁ % mwﬂ ﬁ ﬁ aﬂ.'_—l-_ Trade through these mountain
el & 19 U1 AR Al ©, T8l SifolT URURS =0 I e s o V015
TRGIaT T B |

OSINT, Source: Mo of xerml Al TOBAY

g fAfgard
1. URd-AUTed Hael & a419

0 2020 & FAT AFRIA faare S IR-TR 819 aTdl AN &Y F¢raT 7
o AUTA Pt IR oI H YR faRIe samarsh &I Serar ¢ IHd g

2. YRd-dH-Aure Bt
o AUTA Pt Y-S AT BT IR HRT §: TIYAT BT & Hd §U YR IR I & 1Y 9§
aef ol Hferd BT
o fe Aurel B ficTsft B ToR3faTe fbar SIe &, T IHb dI- BT 3R SHfeeh FebTd B FHTGHT|
3. &7 TR MR Ul

o forgera i & Teof # yRd Bt TR & e rifae v & Agagf 81
o I8 faare feure # &4ty Juds ulkaiomrait ik Auehta ggan & wfed s 8|

4. Pe-ifae GdgA=iaand

o HRd &l faarfea &=t § Tafda fAvfal & Sura ot Suem #RA &) YROm I S<-1 1T
o JUTd &1 URTeR! & foT HRa & I1y fguefia 0 T sgdgR & &1 9F o1 3871, &t
Haeeiiarelt & ufd Iqb TTHD S¥RI0 Bl S2idl B
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o Jarg 3R fayra-faion YR 3R AT &I TG da-ia! aiifd (ot sifaw 98% 2019 A g8 M &
dgd i1 ardf &I gAshiad & aney |

. ﬁéﬂaﬂﬁm%ﬁwwmzwﬁaﬁaaﬁﬁﬂamﬁvﬁm%m%mu&mwm
3O Tl g |

o MRS SR 3 feidrefl &I /A R fgera & A1 ¥ UR YT &1 & 9Hid & a1y
81 ST o T 9Tfgu|

o & RURAT: fiFY <=0 - URG, AUTd SR o - BT fFHTeRh fRRar & forg T faaret & wifaqel gare™
D! YIYfBear o=t g

e

. fgera SmOR gET Yuydr $iR &Eg aral & ey # YRA-Aue Seel B ArgdhdT B SR el o
URA & g, 9 & A1 0D sfHarddisti # Iga §9T I@d gU UTd o 1Y [y §H1Y 31
3IRTD B1 TS Pl Fag2ierarst Bl 3™ R ¥ IY T b 3R BT A BT TWaT 8, Sdeh
e ST G TR § T Ay UReR & U 8 YR &1 YHST ST giY & 9l 5|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
TY: fegerd a2 o e 1, afaRad sl iR fdaR i

1. U8 HRd # STRRAS P! fasad @) I Ssar gl

2. D] ST ST HIFERIER AT o forg foba Sira g |

3. Srerur-feifUreR-fergele &3 WRd $iR A9 & o< faarfed &1

SR AT T HY=1 § § D I HYF ol 62

(A) Had 1 3R 2 (B) Had 2 3R 3
(C) Had 1 3R 3 (D) 1,2 3R 3
IT: (A)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: HRA 3R AUTd & &I BT -fergeia-feiftaneRT fdare &1 sTera-Tedd [aRyur Siforg | fergera & HierH 9 g1d ol
7 gU YRA-TH UR JHIA HRA-UTS Tael DI By Sfed a-1d 52 3T &7 T 3T (150 Words)
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1 faare W Oy ufafAfal @1 249 SR &1 aral & fag i+ facr =t
gt It ot faeett T/, S 2020 H T °1et § g8 FeUl & aIe gl Bi
I §9F &1 fe= ¥ T Aedqyl @l gl el vl = fayra-fafor
IO Dt 9T &Y, fS-H T AR B R T IRE HA1, I Ufaeel o
Siet &1 STR AT YHIUM & 7T 7 Ufdesiedl M 81 BTeilich Ig el
3MTRITATE ! GRITAT §, Afde T8 UM gefaar 3t oft s+t g3 B

AT & Yg@ yfRomy
1. fayra-fAtor Sura
o T faigaft w dimr =R R § == gl
o HRA 3R 91 & g It I iR F = g |

0 HARI AHIRIGR IHT Wlc ol [aWR |
o dion H dal
2. & g1

o ! frafd ufaeet @dR®, gay Jar, ST AR & gem WR
CIGEIGT

o I 9 R W 2020 & 91 T e faceht fHawr wr ufasel o

qdaR $HR BT Ga1d STl

3. AT araf

0 3,500 fhaier ddl sFgasht I & g™ § deff a1 W
Tl

o HRA 3 FHIYM & fQ 2005 & IAifdes HHGS! R ANiaRi®
Rigidl & T IR 19 B4 IR ggafd Sidrs |

o TIUHU 3fSlld SIHTE A gl fob wera | e &1 aruddl & a6 9
A =i 87
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A productive visit
India and China seem ready to put
behind the memory of Galwan clashes

from both sides, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi’s two-day visit to India this week
was extremely productive. While Mr. Wang was
in Delhi at the invitation of NSA Ajit Doval for the
24th Special Representatives talk on the boun-
dary question, he also met External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar for bilateral talks and the nor-
malisation process after the four-year military
standoff at the Line of Actual Control. Mr. Wang
was also received by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who said that he would travel to Tianjin for
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
meeting. Mr. Modi will meet with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping. In Delhi, India and China agreed
to resume border trade at three points, restart di-
rect flights, expand the Kailash Manasarovar ya-
tra slots for pilgrims and relax visas. While there
were positive discussions on the lifting of export
restrictions by China on fertilizers, rare earth
products and boring machinery, it is unclear
whether there was headway on China’s demand
that India lift its scrutiny of Chinese FDI in Indian
companies. The two sides agreed to expedite the
process of boundary resolution of the 3,500 km
India-China border. Significantly, the Modi go-
vernment agreed to build on the 2005 agreement
of Political Parameters and Guiding Principles for
the Settlement of the India-China Boundary
Question. Meanwhile, the Chinese Ambassador
Xu Feihong said that China opposes the U.S’s
“bully” move of imposing 50% tariffs on India.
The outcomes indicate that Delhi has decided
it can now “move ahead” from the PLA transgres-
sions, Galwan clashes and the standoff. While Mr.
Doval said that the “borders have been quiet”,
the government was made uncomfortably aware
that even with a stable border, other long-stand-
ing problems will continue to shadow ties. Mr.
Wang later left for Kabul to work with Pakistan
and the Taliban on a plan to extend the BRI and
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor — India is op-
posed to both — into Afghanistan. He then flew to
Islamabad for a strategic dialogue with his Pakis-
tani counterparts. China’s diplomatic support to
Pakistan after the Pahalgam attacks and during
Operation Sindoor did not come up during Mr.
Wang’s visit, but provide an ominous overhang to
ties, as did Ambassador Xu’s contention that Pa-
kistan too is a victim of terrorism. While the U.S.’s
attack on Indian trade and economy may be spur-
ring New Delhi’s efforts, the reset with China
must not come from a perceived position of
weakness, and the next steps must be taken keep-
ing in focus the strategic challenge.

J udging by the statements and readouts
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4. IF-TRIG ST Hebd
o TYTHAT Hid! THwtail FRReR TrYer o forg feramfer ST ofiR =i formfth & frefa
o NY-T 1T YU fhR A = A B 3T SIS |
1. IS ARafa® AT YT (e ge;
o TfP! B TR BT AdAd ol aera H 47 [ASIHR01 a1 919 HH BT el |
o T TAT & Uy g} g &1 fmfor 9t 73 gu R
2. UTfSdT & 1Y 19 & HaY

o A &t 7 fewelt & aIg Hgd iR TAMEIE BT SRT foba, St 3 Widisal-dlemaens & sremfam
I fAd B IR B R I} 3 - T W1 HeH ot HRd faRly Har g |

o@ﬁﬁ%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%wﬁﬁwmﬁﬁg@
FRAT |

3. Y-rerifae ufeegyf
o e 3R AIRIEM & A1Y A1 BT T3 HRA B &g JR&M 0T o1 Sfed a-1dl ¢ |

o ISIgd I B! U Bl "3ATddhdE &1 RIGR" Faq arell fowoh, it & Iy fifvht & daie
HANG DI IOR HT g

4. AR PR
o T A ARDT AR Yeth (MR a3 TR 50%) & RIATH URA Dl THS[ HRA P DI Bl |
0 HRA P ARSI 3R = & e HeTfckrdl &1 ufdgfear # oiic 91 &1 @1 3|

yRd & forg amue fAifgard

1. fguafia smamw
o T8 TG YR GRT GUYAT & <1al B! WIHR [T o1 I B "Heferd” o= & T &1 G 5|
o F Tadl BT TBTA BT Agayul §, A1 I8 JRef Ridrefi W grat 781 81 qbdl|

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



UMIYA | ¢ CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,@A ] \ rﬁ;T.TUTE]

2. AR WAl

o YRd &I I 3R ARSI & Y Yaef T Tgad a1 A1, T TEae J T dTgy S S
aTSh &1 RS B HASR BT 8|

3. &1 JqREm

o TIfEd 3R SHIARAH & T &1 Ugd HRA 1 O fedTerd! dransii &1 JRigd o ok fge-
TRId ATGRT BT Tl B3 B oRexd Bl X@itdhd Bl g

4. Heifdd Javd
o I At ¥ gareTd 3R THSl # HFieR! TR Jgafd Sdies, YRd 9g & Uh [SHeR ¢ & &9 |
O HRT § ol faRIFE § ot I8 &l TR 71
3T B T8

o 8@ ¥ Tadl T 0RE A UID ge 3R dHd HH B IR AR ad §U A R STl SR 39|
o TG §HATGT Gl BT AVgd BT 9 & TAUH! IR dgd d41d Bl Adferd BT
o 3 FrdRar & fafqerar amm: 997 Frafa oIk ueger fac=h Fowr & ufa ddg-=iad &I &3 &1

U Ager: SifSHT o 1Y STadid s (U o1 H18 3R fEe-U=Iid WRieRt &I Auied STl
&g s dT: SHIeaE § s dl-steRaens & AR iR 3% JR&fM IR R dal ToR G|

e

o TN Al B A T I BT Jobd & fob YR 3R = Tefa & 3R] Sgepr ArauTgded AU Bl
3R § P JUR €| gTadle, dRafdd JARUT & U SR iR Im=T ¥ Fal % &1 axgdhd
gift—ug T faare) & gag™, D-Ufes TEois &l U 3R YR &I J0Mfded Whdl &I
1T T R R axal g1 URd &1 FHNR Rufd & gaeidar feu fom, o JRem gHifaal o
& T T9d gT, JS1d s 38T A5 T

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y. T [de=T HAl gRT At &1 giferdn faeen =T TadM SISl & dlg HRA - gadl B [ H RITUT & &
TN HT Ahd Gl gl SMAGIES U F TIEU DI b 1 39 IR & IoHA® gerd fgueha e o
rdofere R AT Thd &1 (150 Words)
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ABNI-NTISITH b Teh NYyehdi P REATH 8Tl 81 & Tof Bl TS THIHSIAHR
IR SEHTITHSIR gRT [l g 3o dg @radiny) & oRk
fepa a1 BRUT ST AfeH HRd P aifores TRaw H Teb fidrorHes fRufd @
<xIfaT 81 gl T8 faare Iera Hifsa R Te Tad URe ¥ IR= g3, Afed
UHe 3R Ioifde Ufafedar 4R & Tdd WMy 3R A1eg-3mutid
3TAEAT & ol HH Bld ”IT &l I9R Bl gl

WA g d

1. fenfr gemn

o AT & -Me¥H T AR  HERTY | Hdlard gt H el
& R H 7TAd 3PS URE fHU|

o §1¢ H 31 URe geT faam 3iR We g faa|

0 3P FAY[E, AT 3R Hg WHRI 7 39 T, B BT 3R JRINTT
HIRATs | dad &l

2. IRIFTE =

o JEHTITYINR 7 AbAId-TuISITY & faaye iR Ia1d 31T, S
T3 B Uiterd! e (HieiR) S 3 e ol & Raee &1 15
HRATS DI TG G 8, o1 THHIRT Ay 3R FHR-Tad golf
g o faar mar o

o UE UMD IS b Teh Ued o] Tobd Sl o
3. Afy®p ISP & fARTac

0 2024 ReifOTH AT Yadbid (d1-3H SHege) H YR 179 < H
o fFrerdt 20% H 31 T

AFIfd-HeTSIed &1 g

Targeting research

Attacks on research institutions reflect
Indias declining academic freedoms

istakes and misinterpretations must not
M be confused with cases of malicious

misinformation. The filing of FIRs
against a researcher associated with Lokniti, a
programme of the CSDS, and the Indian Council
of Social Science Research (ICSSR)’s show cause
notice to the CSDS, represent yet another trou-
bling chapter in the recent erosion of academic
freedoms in India. The trigger seems to be a post
on X by Lokniti co-director Sanjay Kumar, which
had erroneous data about reductions in the elec-
toral roll in some constituencies in Maharashtra.
Expressing regret, Mr. Kumar deleted the post.
Yet, the BJP governments in Maharashtra and at
the Centre have weaponised what is a mistake to
launch broader attacks on the institution, despite
the post having no connection to the Opposi-
tion’s allegations about inflated electoral roll
numbers during the 2024 Maharashtra Assembly
elections. The ICSSR’s insinuations about the
CSDS-Lokniti’s funding arrangements echo the
treatment meted out to other premier institu-
tions. The Centre for Policy Research faced tax
surveys that resulted in the cancellation of its fo-
reign funding licence and tax-exempt status. This
targeting suggests a coordinated effort to silence
independent research voices rather than address
administrative concerns. Such acts have led to In-
dia's ranking falling to the bottom 20% among 179
nations in the 2024 Academic Freedom Index pu-
blished by the V-Dem Institute.

Institutions such as CSDS-Lokniti serve a vital
democratic function by conducting empirical re-
search that helps understand policy implica-
tions. Through its National Election Studies and
comprehensive data archive, Lokniti has helped
transform the study of Indian politics to one
based on rigorous, large-scale empirical inquiry.
Its survey on the verification documents listed by
the ECI during its Special Intensive Revision exer-
cise in Bihar, among voters across five States and
one Union Territory, exemplifies this. Rather
than acknowledging the finding that the availabil-
ity of such documents is rather low among a large
cohort of voters in India, and places onerous bur-
dens on voters in the event of a country-wise SIR,
the ICSSR has characterised this research as an
attempt to malign the ECL. How can policy effec-
tiveness be assessed without rigorous empirical
investigations such as well-designed and transpa-
rent opinion surveys? The current government
has also undermined its own statistical appara-
tus. The delayed Census and suppressed statisti-
cal surveys point to discomfort with independent
and critical analysis. As India navigates complex
development challenges, it desperately needs the
kind of critical feedback and evidence-based ana-
lysis that institutions such as the CSDS provide.
Silencing these voices through administrative ha-
rassment and funding restrictions serves neither
good governance nor national interest.

o P AT ST (TTSTH) AT AT 3, S HRT ASITT TR SHTHIS Y BT SR &l 3

o  HUD JoHIfaD ST fHATIR §-E IWdT 2|
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o Tdcrd YRl & AU gxarasll IR gIe Fa&ur = fogR SR 31 STl R Aderdr SigthRul SRaa
o %@%mﬁﬁ%a@m&u—aﬂmmmw%
CIRERThIY
1. AP Tad=raT T9TH Ie-ifaP Jde-T=itaar
o TNY TT ST TRl | Tt Bl TR Ted a1 & sRTeR /T off T 5|

o T8 Yyhdsil &l Trdui—e =i § WA 814 ¥ gdldiied HRdl g

2. TRYITTA WA BT HHSIR B

o STHYM Ml & fadquiyur 3R AR # TR gEIay H i |

0 IMH-YMRRMY 3R SGH SFTAT HT HIGIA T 5 |
3. ST 3l BT &R

0 2021 T SFUAT H & |

0 P WHRI HA&UN (O, JTFTR, JUUNT W) BT |

o IMHTNG Hipa! & Iy HH HIAT 3 3R 18- 3Meria Hifa fFafor &) ufasfa s 3|
4. Qe Figard

o Aebda H FfATd Blesdd qU & foIT Tda SFTYH TR 3MIeTs B

0 38 gU B I Sarag], URERIAT 3R AMRe HFfiaR} HHeR gt 3
M IR FAfgard

o MM B FAURT BIb ScudbIierd JoHidd a1y e ifavrd fawadiel o1 $RU s Jhd g
. ﬁfﬁ?ﬁu m BT U HRT D gUTA FRUGRY, G R b HriwmH &) fSomzT iR
T B BT &HdT BT PHSIR AT B

o SRS TSI I THEH Ugad &, forad gdi, i divor $fR |ITe UTeR THTfad 8id & |
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3T B G

1. TRITT W] BT & FRA, UGC fafadl oiR sifiyaafad &t wad=ar &1 JauTe RS o ST
& d8d ST 3! & 1T JRen &1 geg e |

2. Wad FIRML TS Idie & S fqarel & JEUM 8q U Wad SgUU™ Aiadbdl 3R
AT ST BT RITTAT DR |

3. ORI faxaIvor Hrds: srgdu faxumyor (feef faaie o |ige) @i fafafid @3 & firg Ty, R-
NERIIRCAEIEI

4. ST UIRFRUIAPT T Y AT HY: FHUMT, TTTHTHSH Fferor bR & &= b3 3R MR it
d%b Geit Ugd gAiEd R

5. J1G-TaTE B UHId B FeIal <: Al DI SBIGHD Siid 3R TehH! THIET P ATEH I FURT ST
TR, 7 b BT YAt & ATemd |

e

o HTHSITH-AHTd 3R S IRE & TRIMT B RN FHT YRA BT A&OIH Wizl & U AdTorid
&RUT P GG &, T TG H 9§ ¥ &I Sfed A gAfadl I Fued & forg wadz, aneg-snemia
IR BT Teh T MITH T & | U W Alhad & foTU SFIudl dI -gl, dfewd Aifadl IR TaTd oM,
3B ATAET FRA 3R I8 URSHd B & AT B MaAHdl gl ¢l ST B g0 HH F 7
Had & STd, dfes YR &1 Albdi® 3R faemEs Hfaw ot FHeiR 8T 3|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: Wad WY IR & 955 g1d bl UMD IS HRARAl HRd H effOrd Waadl & fag
Rpsd WM & W g1 AF R dbdd R 39 U & UHIE &1 STAR-IdS U0 Sifor|
(150 Words)
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IETS TEANT TS (T3 RRATE Y-ISHiTd | dedt TRIRTwdT & 91y T THIERIE &3 998 & &9 o
IR g | foamfor RReR Iwied (31 8T - 1 RideR, 2025) § Ugd, 4 7 &=1g Taged! 3R SgUedrg &l
3MEM e g, SR X ATRAIUATE 3R THaRWIAIG & UideR & ©0 8 Ud fbar g | = St ot
1 SHLEdl § AoTd g- aret 39 FRIER e # YRd, 9, Ul 3R ¥gad 1Y Hgrafad & +f 2nid
B 1 SHIG &, Sl $h! Tgdl df¥yeb fdeaf &l =i g |

China calls for regional solidarity
ahead of SCO summit in Tianjin

Vighnesh P. Venkitesh
BEIJING

It is important to have re-
gional solidarity amid tur-
bulence in international
landscape, China said on
Friday as it prepared to
host heads of states and in-
ternational organisations
for the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO)
summit in Tianjin on Au-
gust 31 and September 1.
Chinese President Xi
Jinping will chair the sum-
mit, which is expected to
be attended by a host of
world leaders, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Pakistani Prime Mi-
nister Shehbaz Sharif, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin, and UN

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres.

Briefing reporters about
the summit, China’s Assis-
tant Foreign Minister Liu
Bin said it will follow new
visions to overcome “cultu-
ral wars and cold war men-
tality”, while looking into
new measures to advance
development, maintain se-
curity, and promote pros-
perity. The meeting, host-
ing more than 20 world
leaders, comes against the
backdrop of uncertainties
in global trade, triggered
by the tariffs imposed by
U.S. President Donald
Trump.

“In today’s world, out-
dated mindsets of hegemo-
nism and power politics
still have influence, with
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certain countries attempt-
ing to prioritise their own
interests above others, se-
riously threatening world
peace and stability,” Mr.
Liu said without naming
any specific country while
emphasising on the need
to strengthen regional
cooperation.

The SCO aims at stabili-
ty to foster lasting peace,
harmony, and friendship
while addressing uncer-
tainties in international en-
vironment, Mr. Liu said,
adding that the summit
will focus on practising
multilateralism and safe-
guarding regional stability.

(The writer is in Beijing
at an invitation from the
China Public Diplomacy
Association)
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HTER & BT 33T
1. 99 @1 Rufa
o I 7 af¥ye ufve=a # "3miifa & o9 Tegedr R IR feal

o U fay i 3R fRRAT & U TRl &7 gaTel &d §U, VS U I ARSI WREUETE R fad
NERIREIRINIESIGIT

0 3 "R gl 3R "Xid G AFRIBAT I W T VI H abTard B
2. FRIeR e &1 ToiaT
o &A1 faeT SR TG B S Tl

o T aTE, IUATE 3R IHIA TR & 9% TS TR& P! Holgd HRAT|

o SgUEATE 3R & FRRAT B geg T
3. 3fye gAITAl &t gEYA
0 TH & YDA H AR Yeobl b HRUI el Y5l ATIR AT |
o Teerd Rfad GHIGRUI & T1Y Tah SRR SfeRIPIY arerarun|
o T TR 3R B H &1 YR daieht g |
4. HRd & fgd

o YR (2017 ) T YU Y& & 0 T YN o 6T &, T 3R A URMAE < & A U= &ai Bl
Ugferd oRd gU, I 3R Ui & I1y Teielf &1 Jraemigde THIS ET 8|

o HRd & forg, ToRitsit U Hd UaH &Rl &:
o Soll TTEAT 3R Yuds uRTSHISH % ugd|
o 3Mdpare-Jdt TgAT H Iaw gl _
o U Tae 3X¢ 3R Hae Jed TR Hifadl & R & U H PR ugd &l S|
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ICPGLIE GV IR e

o I BT A Ga B TgUETE BT UG S, T SRS UHIT BT HbTaan BT 3R T &
fRRATHAl & U F U audT RITUT ST 916l & | gTalds, G0l 94 IR 8 39T T8RAT 3R YR
& g1y 1 faare arRafde sguedre & Ufd ST Uidded R T8 JaT ad 8|
o TSN HT HED: TE P! dIhd 3] AT (R, T, T4, UTfdrd™, Hed TRMETS G 3R JRIREA
?ﬂﬁg%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ%l o oft, 78 fafqeuar mave of Oer axdt 3, o wfee ol oA
e |

YR & fere fAfganed:

0 (AR &Y WU, ATIR R SHIdHaTG-eh R & A UGRId S|

o AT HUHAT 3R AP fadl F THehar fbu fom1 T4 SiR uifhea™ & A1y Hanal &1 gerzi |
fAred

o foamfoH Taflel RraR qw@ieq dffe SfAfyddr ok Y-oHifa® SdR-dgd & g8yl & &
Tl &1 ITal o1 & d1H & YA &1 S=idl 8 | Tsil YRd &I 8319 Jed & faw teh oHifae b
TG Bl &, A S9! YHTERIAd! SfaR-Tg Ufdgfedl & USfid ®R- MR Jguearg & Rigidl ®f
foparfad e R R Rt 31 YRa & fo, wftha dfe gad wriiert ged aragiie efd@ir 8—
3T XU AT &1 & B §U BHoll, T 3R JRET & AR BT A1 IoHT|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y: IR H U Ugd deM H YRA & ol SCO & UMD Hed Bl G- diot| YRd 39 94 &
fiaR 911 SR Ui & 1Y 319 fodl § 8 Tga a1 Fahdl 82 (150 Words)
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis

Set the guardruails for Al use in courtrooms

published a set of guidelines for Artificial

Intelligence (Al) use by the district judiciary
(“Policy Regarding Use of Artificial Intelligence
Tools in District Judiciary”). As the first policy in
the country directly addressing Al use in judicial
processes and setting out strict safeguards, it is
timely. Al tools, from document translation to
defect identification in filings, are expected to
improve speed and efficiency, which are
attractive incentives for a court system which has
five crore pending cases.

l n July this year, the Kerala High Court

There are issues

But seemingly innocuous tasks such as
Al-enabled translations and transcription are not
without risks. For example, a Supreme Court of
India judge reported the translation of ‘leave
granted’ into ‘chhutti sweekaar (holiday
approved’) in Hindi. In the case of Noel Anthony
Clarke vs Guardian News & Media Ltd. (2025)
EWHC 550 (KB), an Al-transcription tool
repeatedly transcribed the claimant’s name,
“Noel”, as “no”. OpenAl's Whisper, an
Al-powered speech recognition system, was
reported to occasionally make up or
“hallucinate” entire phrases and sentences,
especially when people spoke with longer pauses
between their words.

Search engine bias in Al-enabled legal research
could nudge users toward results influenced by
user patterns, potentially ‘invisibilising” relevant
precedents. A study published in the Journal of
Empirical Legal Studies found that legal Large
Language Models (LLM) can make up case laws
and cite incorrect sources to substantiate claims.

At a more structural level, Al risks reducing
adjudication into rule-based inferences,
overlooking the combination of human
judgment, specific context, and relevance of
precedents that impact judicial decision-making.

Some market tools are currently being used in
courts on a non-commercial test basis, such as
transcription of oral arguments and witness

JATIU | (150 words)
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works at Digital
Futures Lab, Goa

As the use of
Artificial
Intelligence
becomes more
common in
courts, clear
frameworks are
crucial to guide
its safe and
responsible use

GS. Paper 03JCEIEECI T GIIHEHY

UPSC Mains Practice Question:KIIGEKIRSIEE IR JER K EU R DR IR
& AT IR A R T4t S| et F ga@t d=rd gFAfa o34 & U™

depositions. Without specified time-frames,
success parameters, or framework for access,
storage, and use of non-public, sensitive or
personal data, such pilots warrant careful
consideration. Al tools offered to courts on a test
basis risk creating dependencies without clear
pathways to sustainable adoption. Moreover, new
technological paradigms demand essential
infrastructure such as reliable Internet
connectivity and hardware.

A quick analysis of publicly available tenders
for Al services across courts shows that even if
adoption is cautious, courts are not necessarily
designing risk management frameworks to
address ethical and legal risks. While human
checks and balances, such as manual vetting of
Al-translated judgements by retired judges,
advocates and translators are in place, Al systems
learn from available data, with a possibility of
error as they encounter new information in new
contexts. Scholars note that hallucinations in
LLMs are a feature, and not a bug, requiring
human oversight and careful adoption in
high-risk scenarios.

As courts increasingly integrate Al use in their
daily work, the combination of ATI's ethical risks
and the complexity of the legal system requires
effective guardrails to mitigate risks. Since the
majority of court procedures remain
paper-based, any transition to advance Al
deployment must not further debilitate an
already imperfect system.

First, there is a need for critical Al literacy
among judges, court staff and lawyers. In
addition to capacity building to use Al tools,
programmes are also required to understand the
limitations of the systems deployed. Judicial
academies and bar associations, in collaboration
with AT governance experts, are well placed to
facilitate such capacity building.

Second, guidelines are needed to shape
individual use of generative Al for research and
judgment writing. If Al is used in the adjudication
process, litigants must have a right to be

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

informed. Similarly, litigants and lawyers have a
right to know if Al is being used in certain
courtrooms. Given the potential for errors arising
from Al use, courts should examine whether
litigants may be permitted to opt-out of pilots or
fully-deployed Al if they have any concerns about
safeguards or human oversight.

Third, courts need to adopt standardised
procurement guidelines to support the evaluation
of a proposed Al system’s reliability and
suitability for the task at hand. Pre-procurement
steps will also help courts diagnose the exact
problem and whether Al is the best solution.
Procurement frameworks can guide assessment
of technical criteria around explainability, data
management and risk mitigation.

On the eCourts project

These frameworks will enable decision-makers to
monitor vendor compliance and performance,
which may be beyond the routine expertise of
judges and the registry.

The Vision Document for Phase 111 of the
eCourts Project (e-Committee, Supreme Court of
India) acknowledges the need to create
technology offices to guide courts in assessing,
selecting, and overseeing the implementation of
complex digital solutions, including
infrastructure and software. Such scaffolding to
aid and assist decision-making on Al use and
adoption is one way to overcome gaps in
technical expertise. Dedicated specialists can give
courts clearer guidance in adopting Al tools as
part of comprehensive planning.

As courts inch towards Al adoption, it is
important not to lose sight of the ultimate
purpose of Al in the system — to serve the ends of
justice. In this rapidly evolving technological
landscape, clear guidelines on the use and the
adoption of Al in courts are essential to ensure
that the drive for an efficient court system does
not eclipse the nuanced reasoning and human
decision-making that is at the heart of the
adjudicatory process.
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Teal:

ST WR BT 1 gonterdl § St Rid il (@sTs) &1 UDHIHRUT SHaldd! &) Sy d ggarg df

T 8| YR B, R I 1T g1d a1 § fora <arauTierest H TeMs & SUaNT & g fa=mTEsT UehiiRid &=

aTeTl Ugdl =raTerd ST, S =ATiieh YURT H b Hie BT TR Fiierd g1 Ul RIS I Sh1aT e HHel & 1Y,

T3HTS SUDHRT 311G, UIeRa 3R SN Uga § Gafdl ! olTs<T & &xd & | gTalid, 3] S-afd Sud

mWﬁWﬁWWW%,WWQ&W%m@wWﬁW
|

T e
1. Ffear 3R yw
o TS Heit SIfar (G, gl Wipd" — gl WiHRY)|
0 T3MTE-TifdeRe Jfear (HILa” — "e1"), Helehdll I HHAR Bl & |
o SFRICT T3S YH Sl & B! a1 SGRUN DI 7T & |
2. Jaiig 3R URGRIAT & Shied
o T o1 GarIg ST MY &) GHTId HRd & |
0 I §1d TR TN HT 3HTT b FT T3NS BT ITINT Xl JHY aTfedl 3R gdbial &l Jiod far S g |
3. TS AT
o ASgd TRiE grd & fom foh fagkareff R Fafan
o HERU 3R Ugd WR 3fud GxERi & forr Hag=iia Se1 uaem|
o TN Tl e (FHfaefact, BTeddR) & 3HE|
4. TR fofg R & ey
o TifA® FH-3uTRa A de <o &I Hiffd A &1 SiRkad |
o AMAN T, Ui AT 3R =1Rie fdadh & fog @ |
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IR & SU™
1. TITE W&RT 3R &rar fafor
o RN, TBIA! SR HHATRT DI T3MTE IUBRN BT THRAT I ITINT A & forg uRifard
o ek SfebTefHal SR SR TG TaiTs fa=Issl & Y WeanT HR 38 &
2. URGRIAT IR gfed Fgafd
o 1T BT Ig T BT BR b 1 Arafvia # TafrE &1 SuART fobsan ST 6T 5 |
0 USMTS-TETIAT U1 feharsht I a1eR e Bt Juta|
3. OF®Ihd WRIG GRS
o faya-adr, sarean 3R Iugaaar & o Tang yunferdt &1 Hedic & /g ald |
o WRIe-Ud Heaidh g Sl & o) o 1 T3S Faiad JHTe™ g |
4. GRINTd YgrIdl o
0 3-UTITY URAISTT o FER =RUN & S TS UM B R 8g Wit drafer|
o 3fuTer, faghdT STaTaeg! 3R YUIel & UeRH &t AR g wHftd favms|
ATJP Hgod
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