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54 Indians on death row in foreign jails

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Even as uncertainty looms
large over securing a waiv-
er of the death penalty
awarded to Nimisha Priya,
a Malayali who has been
sentenced to death in Ye-
men on the charge of mur-
dering a Yemeni national,
the data available with the
Union Ministry of External
Affairs reveals that 54 In-
dians have been languish-
ing in foreign jails after be-
ing awarded  capital
punishment by foreign
courts.

No State-specific data on
Indians awaiting capital
punishment abroad is
available as many foreign
countries do not share in-
formation on prisoners
due to the privacy laws in
those countries, unless the
person concerned con-

g@i fog:
1. HTHA B TR

sents to disclose such infor-
mation. Even countries
that share information do
not generally provide de-
tailed information about
the foreign nationals
imprisoned.

47 executed
A total of 47 Indians were
executed in foreign coun-
tries from 2020 to 2024.
Kuwait has executed the
highest number of Indians
during this period—25. Sau-
di Arabia executed nine In-
dians, followed by Zim-
babwe—seven,
Malaysia—five. The United
Arab Emirates (UAE) which
accounts for the highest
number of Indians on
death row has not dis-
closed the number of In-
dians executed during this
period.

Ajith Kolassery, Chief
Executive Officer of NoR-

0 54 YR A =1 & Hid o1 IoT R &

The UAE and Saudi
Arabia account for
higher number of
Indians incarcerated
for various offences

KA-Roots, the government
agency which works for
the welfare of Keralites
abroad, said there was a
shroud of secrecy about
the details of Indians put
on death row in foreign
countries, especially in
Arab countries. Two Kera-
lites were executed in the
UAE last month. “We came
to know about the capital
punishment only after the
execution,” said Mr. Kolas-
sery, adding that cases like
that of Nimisha Priya,
which grabbed headlines
internationally, had been
pursued locally in a serious
manner.

The NoRKA-Roots has

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

appointed seven legal con-
sultants—five in the UAE
and one each in Saudi Ara-
bia and Kuwait who are
fluent in Malayalam and
Arabic—to aid the Keralites
involved in various cases.
“We can provide legal as-
sistance to those involved
in certain cases, including
homicide, but it is difficult
to aid those involved in
drug cases ,” said Mr.
Kolassery.

The UAE and Saudi Ara-
bia have a higher number
of Indians being incarcer-
ated for various offences,
especially since these
countries account for the
lion’s share of Indian immi-
grants. For instance, Of the
10,152 Indians, including
undertrials, jailed across
86 foreign countries, Saudi
Arabia has 2,633 Indians,
followed by the UAE with
2,518 Indians.
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o Had A H%% TG (25) ART B! HId Bt Aol & 8, ITP a1 TSal 3R4 (9), arsd (7) iR AafRmr
(5) BT RIF I

o JUs, T8I Ald & el R o 1G] YR €, 7 Bl & fldha) BT GarT el (bl g

2. YRS R &7 3HTa:

o 3 ¢ MYAG B! & HRUT AR T H-ARAF fIaR0r geq T8 Hd 5|
o R WY B! TS ST ST & 18 1 Udl Iac! &, WA 3R o2 H, o Feifdd iR St
T8 & forg A Ut giell 8|

3. PHR UGN
o JUs 3R T&dl 3RT H Yo 1T YaRH YR T ¥8d & |

0 31 &N & TSI 9T & HRTT ¢l 96 § - Tdhal 3RE | 2,633 3R TG 3R 3R H 2,518
0 I HRIAN &R SRR I B! b HRUI BT g, [T =0 § 9, IRT 3R g1 ¥ Hafdd |

4. IXHRY yfafsar:

o PG WPHR - U ToRH NoRKA-Roots & T ¥ Tgad 3RE 3HRIA, T3l SR 3R
PRAANG! B! T & T AT MR 3R U H YRTVATE BT TAGHRI Bl oTd 1h T g |
o B TSIl gl T I U™ B offal ¢, Fored S ¥ Yafird SroRTelf &1 Ja § gl S Jal ol
I BTG RT IR

Ao

o FHeAttae HaT: faaR =miie gounferdl & Juydar ggds & Al I i We g8 dHRA B URd D
& BT AT Fell B

o B TTYUTE 3R HIWT Faiehh e H8 YRG! & U SRId ST Ul a1 Rg & & SR |
SR BT ST g

o TNUITT SR 3: ASETH G2 GRT IR b1 HHT SR & F Gl FHY TR gAY H S STefell &

o PR Ugd: $S o0 1, fevrad & fore 71U sfaqdl 9 9Hg IR Ugd Ui HR1 Ufcsferd a1 fafad g |

Afae 3R Ardy Riart:

o I Ulshar, $© 3 F BILH BrIarS! 1 Ui 3R (el GaT8 & Al b aR H Rl s+ g3 8|
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|
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SRITN gobTerd:; e aER SR YIS & IHAT Bl ahlad P $ AU TYad JY AHAIRIBR
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e

=t Sl & Aid P el UTe YRTE! &1 gl He-itd, AFaTYeR, Yo Hifd $iR SRS <O &1 U6
Sifed ufdwse g1 Siafer URd &1 37 SN bl BT IUYAT BT JHA BT d1eT, I8 faeen § so=
TRIRD! & RBRY 3R ST P18 B BT Afdd 3R JauTe i off I 81 39 Tt &
mshwm%%&nuﬁaﬁﬁa‘rfﬂﬁaﬂﬁ%%uwm, HfYBR- MR 3R FRIFT =Y J Holed
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UPSC Mains Practice Question
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6 Kirti Chakras, 33 Shaurya
Chakras conferred on
defence, police personnel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu conferred six Kirti
Chakras and 33 Shaurya
Chakras on personnel
from the armed forces, the
Central armed police forc-
es, and the State and Union
Territory police units at a
ceremony held at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan on Thurs-
day.

Four of the Kirti Chakras
and seven of the Shaurya
Chakras were given away
posthumously.

“The gallantry awards
were given to the person-
nel for displaying raw cour-
age, unparalleled bravery
and total disregard to per-
sonal safety in the line of
duty,” a Defence Ministry
statement said. They were
honoured for the bravery
displayed during various
operations related to coun-
ter-terror and counter-in-
surgency in Jammu and
Kashmir and Northeast,
the  statement  said.
“Dreaded terrorists were

/.

President Droupadi Murmu presents Kirti Chakra (Posthumous) to
kin of DSP Humayun Muzzammil Bhat in New Delhi on Thursday. pTI

neutralised and appre-
hended during these oper-
ations, and arms and am-
munition were recovered.”

On Navy awardees

The Navy awardees led an-
ti-piracy operations, result-
ing in the surrender of pi-
rates and the rescue of
hostages, while demon-
strating bravery during
fire-fighting operations on
a burning oil tanker, the
Ministry said on the
awards presented for the
Navy’s operations in the
Gulf of Aden and Arabian

Sea as the Yemen-based
Houthis threatened global
shipping and as piracy at-
tempts resurfaced.

The awardees from the
Indian Air Force showed
utmost courage in life-
threatening circumstances
during the rescue of air-
craft, by manoeuvring
away from civilian areas to
avoid any loss of life/pro-
perty. Officers of the CRPF
displayed bravery during
various operations in areas
affected by Left-Wing Ex-
tremism, the statement
said.

RIS tien & o g@ faig:
1. HRA # IR RIPR G
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wy: Frafefed sy w faar &

1. B I Had I HIHAT DI & UG a1 I Fabval 5 |

2. HRd & PR dRel GRBR UGH B & oy sifas T &1

3. YR A1 ) 81 &) & 31 &1 Wil § SfReH & o 3 a6 ure ga|
SR U T HU § S 9 HUF T8l 82

a) $ad 1 3R 2

b) Fad 2 3R 3

c) Had 1 3R 3

d) 1,233

3R: b)
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Report on adolescent health records

calls for more investments and laws

Ramva Kannan
CHENNAI

The second Lancet Com-
mission on adolescent
health and wellbeing has
recorded that despite pro-
gress in some areas, with-
out increasing invest-
ments, by the end of 2030,
at least half of the world’s
adolescents — around 1 bil-
lion people — will live in
multi-burden  countries
facing complex health
challenges. Further, it has
projected that in 2030, 464
million adolescents global-
ly will be overweight and
42 million years of healthy
life will be lost to mental
disorders or suicide.

The report, released
this week at the end of the
commission’s term, point-
ed out that funding for
adolescent health and
wellbeing is not commen-
surate with the magnitude
of the challenge and is not

The global population of
adolescents constitutes around
24% of the world’s population.

targeted to the areas of
greatest need. For exam-
ple, specific funding for
adolescent health account-
ed for only 2.4% of total de-
velopment assistance for
health in 2016-21, despite
adolescents accounting for
25.2% of the world
population.

Launched in 2021, the
commission included 44
commissioners, with mea-
ningful involvement of 10
youth commissioners and
122 adolescents participat-
ing in Youth Solution Labs.

World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) Director-Gen-
eral Adhanom Ghebreysus
Tedros, writing in The Lan-
cet, said: “Over the past
two decades, adolescent
mortality has declined by
27%, owing to substantial
reductions in malnutrition
and communicable diseas-
es, and expanded access to
education — especially for
girls. These changes will
pave the way towards grea-
ter gender equity and bet-
ter life outcomes.”

The global population of
roughly 2 billion adoles-
cents constitutes around
24% of the world’s popula-
tion. “The current genera-
tion of adolescents is the
largest in the history of hu-
manity...Projections sug-
gest that by 2100 around
46% of the world’s adoles-
cents will live in Africa, and
that 85% will live in Africa
or Asia,” the report states.
The proportion of adoles-

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

cents living in conflict-af-
fected areas has more than
doubled since the 1990s,
now totalling 340 million.

The report draws atten-
tion to the possible impact
of social media on the lives
of adolescents who it calls
the “first global generation
of digital natives’. Globally,
79% of 15-24-year-olds use
the Internet, and more
than 95% of adolescents in
high-income and upper-
middle-income countries
are digitally connected. It
calls for “enabling laws and
policies provide the foun-
dational environments for
sustained improvements in
adolescent health and
wellbeing. These environ-
ments should protect ado-
lescent sexual and repro-
ductive health and rights,
reduce the impact of the
commercial determinants
of health, and promote the
healthy use of social media
and online spaces.”
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fAreep:
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New drugs arrive on the block
bllt AMR threats continue
While the laur meh of Nafithromycin — the first anuh«m( (nhedmnlupcd in lhe past 30 years globally awelcome step,
i ceted approach with a shared sense of responsibility
Soujanya Padikkal Centre for Cellular and Molecular
i Platforms (C-CAMP) and companies
12020, S8-year-old The Indian Tk Woekhardt, Orehid Bharmna nd
Visvanathan,recovering from | ff o] cture Bugworks in India are among the few
stroke, sought physiotherapy companies that focus on antibiotic
from an Ayurvedic practtioner, | | TPSNR—— aient Degartment s Dutatens Depertment s Emergency Dep development
hoping to regain mobility. However, dmicrobiaire X 3 (Siven thekowreturn o imv: e,
is treatment caused wounds on his been: .‘,.Wm ROl where s AMR taking place i India? 4 ly small pharma comy
Teg. As a diabetic with an already nl.mg o the chatlene of developing
weakened immune system this marked ] ics duri s
the beginning of his bautle with 2 9 7 000 ST oA
antimicrohial resistance (AMR). dulh;m incia in 2 »
After a year of battling infections, he Copment e hd o the \V
was given a l..lsl -resort antiblotic that s e 1 DSCO). "W
damaged his ki Progrsnime s AN} utpatient clinics. About 1265 P regulators and the government as a
lospital-acquires d infections further The National Programme  the| P‘“"’/"‘"‘“B"““" "“"‘ s whole to have a much better
mmpllmted his condition, and AU contabment i appreciation of fundamental drug
ultimately, he died in April, 2021, R research and make moe enabling
save inated by policies for us,” said Dr. Khtmlki\mh
oflives, are now ||mngbe'qdlme~ !m ol Sty o Accessibility and affordability are
i reason. . other important factors in the
microorganisms ke Lvduuu evolve to Ll aslbiiand development of new antibiotics.
s e L. ‘Wiockhardt's strategy is o pri
0k i drugs hased on the purchasing power
conirbuted o 127 millon deahs of different countries. For example, the
Setly hdh g ‘n‘.:'.s.",‘i ::Z i 55U AL RSPORTCANTONAL ATIMZRCBAL SURVELLICENETAORX NARS K, FEPORTIG s, ey Decewananzs | Brice ofa drug| ::}]g;!l:::‘f'i}:‘;"\;g A
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Understanding the social, cultural and
geographical contexts of Buddhism

In an era of social media obsession, several writers have turned to Buddhist teachings to underscore the fa
an ‘unremitting’ egoism will lead to pain and suffering. Other write

Sudhirendar Sharma

he world is increasingly getting

obsessed with self-promotion

and the thinking that it alone

can bring about peace and
progress. The growing selfie culture is a
manifestation of this daily obsession,
backed by the technology of the day.
Often, a ‘perfect’ identity is carefully
curated on social media with a focus on
the self.

Swayed by the glitter of social media,
there appears to be no actual pursuit of
knowing the inner self. Eventually, this
relentless self-promotion is leading to
distress. The fear of having less and the
desire for more have contributed to a
balance sheet of unhappiness.

The illusory self

It’s perhaps the right time to re-read the
teachings of the Buddha, who argued
thousands of years ago that the self is an
illusion - and that our belief in it is the
cause of most, if not all, of our sufferings.
Poring over ancient Buddhist texts, Jay L.
Garfield, Maria Heim, and Robert H. Sharf
have teamed together to dismantle
notions of the self in How To Lose Yourself:
An Ancient Guide to Letting Go (Princeton
University Press).

Their suggestion? “Better to lose your
self!” The writers contend that Buddha
had argued for letting go of the self, which
allows us to see more clearly the
innumerable causes and conditions that
come together to create our experience
and that make us who we are. “When we
allow our fantasies of self to dissolve, we
discover instead the radically
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interdependent nature of our existence.”

Opening up another flank of study on
the ancient religion, Douglas Ober
contests the commonly held belief that
Buddhism “all but disappeared” from
India after the 13th and 14th centuries,
and saw a revival only in the mid to late
19th century. In his book, Dust on the
Throne (Navayana), he notes that
Buddhism had always been there, and
that two centuries of archaeological
excavation and textual scholarship now
point to a long, enduring, and
“unarchived” Indian Buddhist afterlife
that extends to the modern day. Ober’s
exhaustive research told him that
Buddhism had an indelible influence on
shaping modern India.

As he writes in the Introduction, ‘A
Dependent Arisi
Buddhism’s “
subcontinent is “little more than a useful
fiction, deployed to wash over a more
complicated historical terrain involving
pcnodlr Buddhist and

rs are helping readers discover Buddhisi

individuals and communities that kept
Buddhism alive, not least the incredible
account of |.K. Birla, eldest son of
entrepreneur B.D. Birla, who financed
major Buddhist constructions in
pilgrimage centres like Rajgir, Sarnath,
Bodh Gaya, and also in new centres of
“urban Buddhist activity”, including
Calcutta, Bombay, and New Delhi.

While Ghanashyam Birla, | K. Birla's
younger brother, sided with Gandhi and
Congress, J.K. and his father firmly
supported the extreme Hindu right and
the Hindu Maha Sabha, although as Ober
notes, “they never stopped supporting
Gandbhi either.”

Efforts to resurrect Buddhist
archaeological heritage are an ongoing
process to help connect its monumental
past with its philosophy.

In his book, Casting the Buddha (Pan
Macmillan India), Shashank Shekhar
Sinha traces the Buddhist heritage sites
and the cities they are located in to

d their larger

trans-regional pilgrimage networks.” He
shows that Indian’s modern Buddhist
revival began nearly a century before
1956, when the Indian government
celebrated “2,500 years of Buddhism™
and when B.R. Ambedkar led half a
million followers to convert to Buddhism.

Backstory of a revival
Ober argues that the “revival of

Buddhism” in colonial and postcolonial
India led to a slew of from

sociocultural, and historical contexts. It is
an illustrated history of Buddhist
monuments in India, spanning 2,50
years. For the purposes of this book,
Sinha writes in the Introduction,
‘monumental history’ plays on the word
“monument’ and discusses Buddhist
edifices, sites, and connected histories.

Lives of monuments
A closer quk reveals how the “lives of the

Hindu reform movements, the making of
Hindu nationalism, Dalit and anti-caste
activism, as also Nehruvian secular
democracy. He tells the stories of

with the people

and communities around them, including

monks, laity, kings, traders, g\lilds,

landlords, agriculturalists, and villagers.
Over time, these structures have

t that a preoccupation with the self and
s influence on modern Indian history

acquired different forms and meanings,
and have also become important “sites of
social and cultural interactions.” The
buildings are “complex ecosystems™
which capture the changing times and
give an idea about belief systems, rituals,
stories, and folklore. For instance, writes
Sinha, the sculptured panels on the
gateways of Sanchi not only depict events
from the life of the Buddha but also the
Jataka tales and the mythical
bodhisattvas.

Ober contends that Buddlusm was an
indispensable part of the d:
Indians from many walks of
spent their days reading and
reinterpreting Buddhist scriptures,
attending and delivering dhamma talks,
building and rebuilding Buddhist
shrines.” The lives of Ambedkar, Birla,
Kosambi, Mahavir, Sankritayan, and many
other figures “help us realise that there is
no one single identity at the heart of
modern Indian Buddhism... [it] continues
to have an important but often
unacknowledged role in Indian society.”

As Indians relived the past to find a
better present and future, “a clas:
casteless, egalitarian soci tl
the Buddha, writes Ober. That as a soc
we have not yet been able to eradicate
discrimination and poverty means the
debates on issues like “caste, inequality,
morality, social order, and belonging” are
not over. The quest to grasp the historical
Buddha and understand his ‘inherent
mission’ must continue, and this says a lot
about our modern times and
predicament.

Sudhirendar Sharma is an independent
writer, researcher and academic
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
Tariff wars and a reshaping of AI's global landscape

n the aftermath of the presidential election

in the United States in 2024, renewed

implementation of substantial tariffs could

lead to a fundamental restructuring of
global technology supply chains that power
artificial intelligence (AI) development. While
established players recalibrate, countries such as
India are finding themselves in a precarious, yet
potentially advantageous, position — as the “third
option” in the technological rivalry between the
U.S. and China.

The tariffs have raised the costs of imported
components that are critical to Al infrastructure.
In 2024, electronics imports to the U.S. alone
were nearly $486 billion, with data processing
machine imports costing around $200 billion,
sourced largely from tariff-affected countries such
as Mexico, Taiwan, China, and Vietnam. These
tariffs risk making the U.S. the most expensive
place in the world to build Al infrastructure,
driving companies to relocate data centre
construction abroad, ironically to China.

The first wave of the Trump tariffs, between
2018-20, resulted in a price increase for imported
semiconductor components. The current tariff
regime has expanded this to as high as 27% on
critical AT hardware components in 2025,
particularly affecting specialised Al accelerators
and advanced logic chips, components that
constitute the computational foundation.

Economics behind the scenes

Economic theory suggests such tariff policies
should stimulate domestic production through
import substitution. Indeed, some reports project
that the U.S. will more than triple its domestic
semiconductor manufacturing capacity from
2022 to 2032, which is the largest projected
growth rate globally. However, classical Ricardian
trade theory reminds us that comparative
advantage remains operative even under
protectionist regimes. The specialised nature of
AT hardware production means that it has to deal
with dispersed technical capabilities, creating
inevitable inefficiencies when global supply
chains are artificially segmented.

This protectionist approach often comes at the
cost of economic efficiency and innovation. The
tariffs disrupt global supply chains, increase
production costs, and create uncertainty that
discourages investment. Empirical studies show
that a one standard deviation increase in tariffs
can reduce output growth by 0.4% over five
years, and reversing the recent U.S. tariffs could
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have led to a 4% cumulative output gain. In the
context of Al — where innovation cycles are rapid
and dependent on access to cutting-edge
technology and global collaboration — such
disruptions can slow technological progress and
reduce productivity.

Tariffs may shield domestic firms from
competition, reducing their incentive to innovate,
and limit access to advanced imported
technologies that are necessary for Al
advancement. This is consistent with what
economists call a “deadweight loss”, where the
diminished trade volume creates economic
inefficiencies that benefit neither producers or
COnSumers.

Rapid expansion in AT chip demand will
require massive increases in data centre power
capacity, from about 11 GW in 2024 to potentially
68 GW by 2027 and 327 GW by 2030. Failure to
meet these infrastructure needs could undermine
the U.S.s competitiveness in Al.

Research demonstrates that access to
expensive, advanced computational
infrastructure serves as a primary determinant of
innovation capacity in Al, leading to a
stratification effect. Moreover, tariffs imposed by
developed countries can reduce technology
transfer rates, temporarily changing innovation
incentives, which can in turn, slow down the
overall pace of Al innovation. On the other hand,
tariffs by developing countries can speed up
technology transfer but affect relative wages and
innovation differently. This is a complex interplay
that can increase global inequalities in AT
capabilities.

‘Where India stands
This could create unexpected opportunities for
India, which has positioned itself as a strategic
“third option” in the U.S.-China technological
competition. Indian IT exports growth rates have
been around 3.3% to 5.1% year-over-year in recent
years. Al and digital engineering segments are
among the fastest-growing areas within India’s
tech sector. The Indian government has launched
significant Al-related programmes, and increased
semiconductor design, fabrication and
technology investments, with several billion
dollars in semiconductor fab proposals and
multinational research and development centres
such as AMD’s $400 million design campus in
Bengaluru.

India’s comparative advantage lies in lower
labour costs and specialised knowledge domains.

India produces approximately 1.5 million
engineering graduates annually, with a lot of
them showing considerable aptitude for Al
development.

India depends heavily on imported hardware
components and international collaborations for
this. Tariffs and supply chain disruptions that
raise costs of Al infrastructure could slow down
India’s global ambitions in AI. However, India
might also benefit indirectly if companies seek
alternatives to China for manufacturing and data
centre locations.

The economic reshaping catalysed by these
tariff policies has accelerated what economists
call “capital substitution effects”. As hardware
costs rise, companies increasingly shift toward
optimising existing resources through algorithmic
efficiency, model compression techniques and
hardware improvements rather than raw
computational power. The tariff environment has
effectively created these price signals. The cost of
using Al models is falling dramatically (by about
40 times a year) due to this. Therefore, while
tariffs may increase upfront infrastructure costs,
consumer-level Al applications might not see
immediate price hikes.

Tariff structures interact with differential
regulatory environments uniquely to create novel
competitive dynamics. Lenient data protection
regulations, broad digital access, and data
availability can partially offset hardware cost
disadvantages through greater access to training
data. Regulatory and economic factors can defy
simplistic analysis.

Decentralised AI development

Tariff changes have led to the development of
specialised Al hardware that is designed
specifically for particular applications rather than
general-purpose computation. This
“application-specific integrated circuit” (ASIC)
approach represents an architectural shift. To
optimise data centre infrastructure for Al
inference, over 50% of workload accelerators
could be custom ASICs by 2028, up from 30% in
2023.

Ironically, policies intended to strengthen
domestic technological capabilities could
inadvertently accelerate the decentralisation of A
development. Historical analogies suggest that
technologies facing market constraints often
evolve toward more distributed implementations.
The mainframe-to-personal computer transition
of the 1980s offers an instructive parallel.
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