\‘ VUF
INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY _ IN HINDI

CURRENT AFFAIRS

(SPECIAL FOR UPSC & GPSC EXAMINATION)

DATE : 25-08-25

Iw \
Gl JTIT A

J

THE TIMESOF IND

PRAE PN A0 01004 B 00 DUl G0N0 00 V00 1I40IEE 1 I 00 LaVIRALY 04 Banala a1 be iois
=

W2

O




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

f

Vishv

¢ ®
® ’ ) ( VUF
INSTITUTE
UMIYA CIVIL SERVICES

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC
CSE

Monday, 25 Aug, 2025

Edition : Internatio

EllTable of Contents

Page 04 HIRd, T4 fearaa Uex d Rust-ar &
Syllabus : GS 2 : International meﬁwﬁﬁmw

Relations wE

Page 04 SleRSt3Mt A WM uPipa arg &
Syllabus : GS 3 : Science and TOTTeH T Ul TI&0 Hhaargde fohan

technology

Page 04 =UTe, STEl D 7 YSIIadl & ER&0T & forg
Syllabus : GS 2 : International WIRT & g et uge # i g

Relations

Page 07 FIT YRA ATHTSD Yerlierdl | e ot
Syllabus : GS 3 : Environment AR P FH T TET &2

Page 13 "3 BT B MR o 9 a1t faeas

Syllabus : GS 3 : Indian Economy
Page 08 : Editorial Analysis a1 "iau fatae, Hdea i sraaedl

Syllabus : GS 2 : Indian Polity

C/0.

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

Page 04 : GS 2 : International Relations

YR 3R 91 Had Uex & fFaR forad & Riue!-a1 & oIikT 1 AR R 9 L& & &1 JUTET Jart
T €, Ol DITIS-19 TEHRT & HRUT 2020 ¥ Fafad 81 I8 IehH =i AT H3it 9T AT ST giier YRd
& TG g1 &, Forgds SR SIfoRT 7 YR & TRad R Hgifad ¥4 ¥ Ggufd wdls | I8 ge&I 7 bad fguea

" India, China plan to

AR & fo, dfew Oy w0 ¥ Rurerdt dwmed! &=t o urifas
Tip e 3R o & o Geie & forg ot Aeayuf 21

TUMER & BT 3%

Ui Art Rue-ar, fiqae QW) iR Ay o

%(%m%wu,?ﬁ:{ﬁﬁgwmiﬂ:{wﬁgaﬁﬁﬁw
|

o 2020 ¥ FAcE: HEMRY 3R MUH Y-ISHIfd® d1d & ale
IR ¥ 147 UT|

o TSGR & U feurad & Greadst gafdar Riz YRy 4 39
iR ¥ e IR AR &3, g WHR A v 0 9 95
& 1Y 39 g, ! I3[

o IH P! YHRIAD UldfehaT: = RUDHI-a1 & IR ATUR
I = A R Jgifde U J TgHd 81 T 8

o HARI AFIRIGR I forgera SR 1y @1 & 3ffafvad, Rwl-
@ DI TP SffciRad drfamm anf & =0 o Srgafd o7 w it
ECIENEEE]

o 3T HH: UhaTAD SUIREGAIST B T B & g 39

A DI Hard aifored HATd & JHE IS S|

Hgd
1. 3 3R T areiifasT

o fRATaa Uex & snfeard wqeral & fow grRulke T uR
IR P d¢Tal <l |

o R IS (9, W Td, FH) & Y I6R Ugd U™
CGIR

o THTadT Tt 7 Ioia 3R 3MTelifdehT & 3adR UeT B 2|
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resume trade via
Shipki-La in Himachal

Press Trust of India
SHIMLA

China has agreed in princi-
ple to the proposal of re-
suming trade through
Shipki-La in Kinnaur dis-
trict of Himachal Pradesh
during the recent visit of its
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
to India, a statement by the
State government said on
Sunday.

Trade through the route
was suspended in 2020
due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar has informed
the State government that
the Union government has
initiated discussions with
China for the resumption
of border trade through all
three designated points —
Shipki-La (Himachal Pra-
desh), Lipulekh (Uttarak-
hand) and Nathu La (Sik-
kim), the statement said.

“The Himachal govern-
ment’s consistent efforts to
resume trade with China
through Shipki-La (Kin-
naur) have yielded encou-
raging results. The govern-
ment of China has agreed
in principle to the proposal
during the recent visit of
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi to India,” the
statement said.

“This breakthrough was
made possible due to the

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

Trade through the
route was suspended
in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic

personal intervention of
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, who had
written to the Union go-
vernment urging for the re-
vival of the historic Indo-Ti-
betan trade  route”
following which the Centre
“formally took up the mat-
ter with China”, leading to
a consensus to restart the
trade,” the statement said.

The State government
would now take up the
matter with the Union
Commerce Ministry for
completing codal
formalities.

The State government
has also received a positive
response regarding the re-
sumption of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra through
Shipki-La, it said.

The External Affairs Mi-
nister, in a letter to the CM,
conveyed that after a five-
year gap, the Kailash Man-
sarovar Yatra has resumed
through Lipulekh Pass (Ut-
tarakhand) and Nathu La
Pass (Sikkim), and discus-
sions are under way with
China on the possibility of
adding Shipki-La as an ad-
ditional route.
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2. qiepfa® 3R ufitfe g

o fEgat oIk SIg! & oy Uer Hegu! iiam, Ham=T AHIRIGR AT &1 G §1d1 ¢ |
o Ffed! /M YRA-[Ieqd AR 3R ARG AP d&dlf BT TAoiad Bl |

3. GHR® 3R Felfad Ugq

o?ﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂTmﬁWﬁm2020%WM$WWWW§§WWW%
|
o T8 YR 3R 9 & & fayrg-fmfor ura (cBM) & U & &1 a1 8|

o Tdg-TRITa THTad! & H JRe Haeh faaRl & Iy e fRdl & dqferd R gl

soos
o JR&f ol fefand: YRA-H a1d &I <Ed gT FHad Yo H Hae-=id SHadl &sf 3 Adedr|

o AT el B HH: RS- H dgR S& U, THT Yeb 3R ATIR JAersif Bt azadhd|
o IH R AURAL TR SRga SR Y-IoHIfa® Ufdglgdl & BRI HRT &1 ddd P

e

o TRIUPI-o & H1EHH J AUR Bt YHITdd el UTRIYD HRA-fdssd Geel ol gsiiiad o, R
rfogarursft o) QAT 37 3R U a% Ugd H YUR & ¥ H e Aeaqul weH §1 gaie, U8
HEH Uh FHelad Jo3d BT Ydbd adl §, A 919 & T Id g AT faaral 3R Yoifads faglgdm
@t URYH ¥ ST WAy § 3R I ST A1fgd | gUITeRyt & foe a8 fawry faqwr +ifa, I uees,
W 3rfeqawt 3R IRplaed Besiif & Siadee Bl gxifdr 2|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

(a) Haa 1,2 3R 3 (b) P 2 3R 4 (c) Pad 1 3R 4 (d) 1, 2,334

3TR: (a)
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YR = & Wit § srefRar & foen # ue iR Ae@yul seH I311 81 &l S8 Ud fawr TieH
(DRDO) 7 IS d¢ T UDhIphd a1y &l §IUIR YUl (IADWS) HT Ugdl IS TRIEU Ahadad odl g1 I8
A HRT P TEXRIT a1 &1 & Pl Holgd Ha ¢ 3R & & & AR YRd & d8d g§s Wifd &

A 81

DRDO successfully conducts maiden tests
of indigenous integrated air defence system

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) successfully con-
ducted the maiden flight
tests of the Integrated Air
Defence Weapon System
(IADWS) off the coast of
Odisha around 12.30 p.m.
on Saturday.

According to the De-
fence Ministry, the IADWS
is a multi-layered air de-
fence system comprising
indigenous Quick Reaction
Surface-to-Air Missiles
(QRSAM), Advanced Very
Short Range Air Defence
System (VSHORADS) mis-
siles, and a high-power las-
er-based Directed Energy
Weapon (DEW). The inte-
grated operation of all wea-
pon system components is
controlled by a Centralised
Command and Control
Centre developed by
DRDO, which is the being
nodal laboratory of the

The Integrated Anr Defence Weapon System being deployed off the coast of Odisha on Saturday. AnI

programme.

Three different targets,
including two high-speed
fixed wing unmanned ae-
rial vehicle (UAV) targets
and a multi-copter drone,
were simultaneously en-
gaged and destroyed com-

IADWS &1 Y@ fa=iwang

SgRIg aTg 4T

pletely by the QRSAM,
VSHORADS and high-ener-
gy laser weapon system at
different ranges and alti-
tudes. All the weapon sys-
tem components, includ-
ing missile systems, drone
detection and destruction

system, weapon system
command and control
along with communication
and radars, performed
flawlessly, which was con-
firmed by range instru-
ments deployed by the In-
tegrated Test Range at

Chandipur. The test was
witnessed by senior scien-
tists from the DRDO and
representatives from the
armed forces, a press re-
lease stated.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh complimented
the DRDO, the armed forc-
es, and industry for suc-
cessful development of the
IADWS.

He stated that this un-
ique flight tests has esta-
blished the multi-layered
air-defence capability of
the country and is going to
strengthen area defence

for important facilities
against enemy  aerial
threats.

Secretary, Department
of Defence R&D and Chair-
man DRDO Secretary of
Department of Defence
(Research and Develop-
ment) and DRDO Chair-
man Dr. Samir V. Kamat
has congratulated all teams
involved in the successful
flight tests.

o @A Yfdfshar 4ae | &1 H AR $X areft st (QRSAM) - erm ¢, I 71far aret w1ed o ferg
o Bﬂﬁ&rﬁraﬁ@m?&nm (VSHORADS) - % %dTg dTdl 8dTs JaR| & 1018 HH g3l |
o MR ol 8RR (DEW) - S 3R gudl & [AfSra o531 & e I=1 2fad arelt doR- 3 Yot |
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HHM 3R fAa=or:

o Udlpd Jare & fIT DRDO gRI1 faeRid Feied wummell|
o firarsd yunferal, TSR 3R fEeaRM WewiH & did aRdfds IHY § IH-9g &l J&H §-1d1 8|

Tteor faqur:
o UDIPd TR IoT (AMSCISR), AR (SNFES=M) F Smrford |
o I 3IeNT-31eRT W& (&1 I Tl aTet gUd! + Ueb Heel-PIER SIF) WR I A1e 3R 36 78 foba|
o faftre Famsar oik gial R uyTaierar 1 gy &t TS|

Hed

1. AR 3R T&T TRl

o QXA & f[qHMI, $1H, 3R TS RART & RaaT® &3 e Ue™ ol g
o Heayul gRard) e 3R 3 f3o! Bt qRem serdr |

2. WeRfierur 3R AR HIRd

o HRAM I Bt HRERT T SIRSI3M gRT W ®u A isfd|
o 3murfad ferarsa e gunferat R fAyRdr 8 HRar |

3. aP-IP! A

o URURSD FAEd Y& + ToR-3MMTRd SIIURY &1 hd TdhIHul|
o MR ol sRERT ElEssy) - Hias &t dd-ite & HRA ! WA &I UefRid exdr gl

4. gR=Ta Sugifar

o THTEdf & 3R Y= Ufagml & a-1d fhar o I 5

o BIA D U (O, TH-Jgh, SHIT-3TRESTH) & ¢ T IHA SH I & TR DI ASITUd BT 5 |
gt

o TR A DI qIT P T I TgH B TaTHT|
o I BAR TR (XU S, BRIRAIMD FRAR) & favg MR IFa4|
o SHTHI, TH-400 3R AN WS STAST St HIS[aT arg & YUTerd) o Ay Thidhxul|
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o UdIgHd drg &l §UTR YUl (IADWS) HT Thd TRI&UT YR Bt U Holgd, W 3R =t arg
R&f1 B Bl Giel H Th HId BT URR 7| TSl 3R AoR-3MUTRT Sis sy & JUISH arell TR GR&f
& Y, YR 3§ TP AHTAFAHR 3R dH-d! U ¥ 37d & TIRFUTI! & & AT & Hild ugd @l
%I@Q?ﬁ%m,%ﬁaﬂ&ﬁvﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁwaﬁﬁweﬁ?ﬂ@nav&nﬁm&ﬁé?ﬁuﬁm
IR 5|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy: Fafefad saRl «R faarR #3 o YR 31 THiepd arg & SR Yummet (IADWS) &1 iR &:
1. IR Ufdfohar Gdg ¥ ga1 H AR &= dreil fi1ss (QRSAM)

2. 39 31fcl oY g I1g & YuTTcil (VSHORADS)

3. J Qfeki dioR-SuTRd FERIT SHolf 8RR (DEW)

4. gt forrsd

JWIFd § ¥ DI I IADWS T A 82

(a) Pac 1,2 3R 3

(b) Had 2 3R 4

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d)1,2,33R4

3R (a)
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24 3T 2025 I, TUTH ThHadh FHIA IR XITER HRb SMMYBIND dR W RITIF foiT e TARY (IBCA) B
G & 1| YYTTHA s Hidl §RT U 2023 H Fifes & FY § &= (T 1T 59 136y H1 3529 g
R T O gt fafeaal &t ueifadl & TR &1 &1 AUTd &1 394 WA 811 Aeayqul & Fife g8l o, f|{H
?fgqagim?fgqcrrqaﬁ%,@@ﬁwmﬁ@ﬁw&wm$m®www%ﬂ
CEIcIE]

areetfra fam e e asca) a4 Nepal joins India-led
o TURY: 9 U, 2023, TR, HIch (WOIFE TRTR B 50 & 242 42
ayf R R & Iuaed W) | ll]ltlatlve tO pl‘OteCt
e s 7 species of big cats
1.dY
> Y Press Trust of India the IBCA said.
3 ag 3 KATHMANDU | Téle {IBCA has "cungratu%
' . ated the Government o
4. %ﬂa@?fﬂ Nepal has officially joined  Nepal for this significant
5. the International Big Cat step towards shared eco-
6. O[3 Alliance (IBCA), an India- logically significant step to-
7. A led global initiative to pro-  wards ecological security”.

o Jogar IH 90+ vl fofeml ot I g 3=, 3R
TRe0T H By WA ATl TR-¥91 arat <=1 o forg oft el B

REALE

o STHYT, WeNfiiest, ermar fAmfor 3R fa divor &

tect seven species of big
cats.

The IBCA is a multi-
country, multi-agency coa-
lition of over 90 big cat
range countries and non-
range countries with an in-
terest in  big cat

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi launched the In-
ternational Big Cat Alliance
(IBCA) for global conserva-
tion of seven big cats,
namely tiger, lion, leopard,
snow leopard, cheetah, ja-
guar and puma on April 9,

ATeOH T TREUT Bl deldl Tl conservation. 2023, in Mysuru, Karnata-

o IS STdl Bt UIRFRUfIST 3R WRI R T 3fyes IMH- “Nepal has formally ka.India has a long-stand-
TR T TR HL1 joined the International ing experience on tiger

T UR TRaT ¥ R e | Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) by agenda and exemplary

© Sl signing the Framework conservation models for

= - Agreement,” announced other big cats such as lion,
& IBCA | Eﬂﬁ PTHEd the IBCA on Saturday (Au-  snow leopard and leopard.

gust 24, 2025). With the help of this

1. RfRUfa® a8 “With snow leopard, tig-  platform, big cat range
er and common leopard in  countries can share their

o UTd T S STdl BT W &: 919 (TRT8 & Her), g
digef (fRaTerdt TdawTam), SR T dgef (Hed-

URIS |

its landscape, Nepal's join-
ing the IBCA will streng-
then global collaboration
for big cat conservation,”

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

experiences and mobilise
resources in order to find
solutions to conserve big
cats.
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o YR & 1Y AT IR IREUT B! AGd DRl ¢, A=Y Y F RIS 311 Aexhd (AT 819 {1ar) H|

2. &g gea

o 9ig fafaedr TReur & YRA-AUT TgalT P! dgral T g
o A%y TREUT Helfd T Gl TR Aqd & derdl o

3. dfyep TR&I0T YHTT

0 IBCA & Ie=a H fay=iiarar 3R 1t S g
o Hgad URAISHIST & forg SicRTPT faRivsrar 3R frd Thyur &b TP e H Hag i g

YRA B YfHDT

o REUTH IUT:
o TIlae TI8TR (1973) - Uhd Hisd, a4l & &A1 H gfG |
o TR AR BT TR W,WI
o R feuTera ufkaer T & siceia few dganm TRefun
o I gTecdTa URATSHT (1, T Ue) |
e AT@: URA U TR SHTHT P SHRIPIT TR W IR B L, WA BT TP afYd W0 A & ¥4
o ®fd #R w12

3T 1 gAferar

319y RISR 3R 3fdey aofid IR (FIRVHR 919 B! @M, dgU B T 3R giEan |
AaTE! Gld & fadR & SR AN fadeH|
B S H Ag-ggoiig Goy |

STerarg gikadH fied dgefl & Smarl & wHIfad &R 38T 8|
e

. 3 forT e Tardd | AuTd &1 YaRT & SR dfye o fafdear u=meE § te did &1 toR 31 98
3 UolTfadl & TREUT & Afedh Adbed Bl Holgd Bl § Sl 7 bad UIRfUfdd U ¥ Agayul
g, dfcsr Tipias favrad ¥ 1 Tev1E A ST § | YRA GRT SIS BT A R qUT AU oI =M &
A A 1 ¥ I8 Ued HHUR a=olid JgaiT o ol T 3H1eR &4 aul JAFa g1 # uikfufas
JReM YRfd F &t 3= H U Hel 99 & oy R 3
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: RIPH faT e TArN (1BCA) & Yoy H Faferfed sy uv faar +¥:
1.3 2023 ¥ HToHIg H TWad 3R I & SR @l T a7 o |

2. YT I 979, R, T 3R TSR T st fafeal ot qra usifad o1 TRevr H1 ]
3. YWl $had go! e aral S d &t W 8|

IWRIed HYHI & A B9 I/ Fel 8/82

(a) Had 1 3R 2

(b) A 2

(c) Pad 2 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3R: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: 3(RIPII {1 che TARIY (SATSETHIT) Sfd fafded TR0 H Teb af¥fe dl o U H HRA DI JHRCT Y{HDT
@ gxifar §1 &g Tga, oIS TRam 3R YR B W& Heifd & o # it & Hea W ==t
DITTT| (250 Words)
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R gebIcilell U8 galeqR H YhIIRId e U 1T o Uell Il & fob IR-= SMepriies grairferat 3 afyeh &R W)
(1960-2022) 2.2 feferga SR § 3if¥e &1 s Jva ugamn B, e oid W oiftrer onffes =g @
JUTGRITE g & | HRd & forg, fsws geier arTdl &t U &3 Ruifé &t IOR &-d §, 5w 1.16 fafeaq
uﬁmﬁaﬁﬁwﬁr% St ot Fedich T b T <=t A T oifRies §1 I8 SitehAe AR ystidr (1AS) g
Waa?r%mﬁ@m 3R 3N W BT 3MHel, TIATAIDHRUN 3R UfAfehdr B B HRd B &HdT TR THR
Uy IS B |

Is India underestimating the cost of
dealing with invasive species?

In anew assessment, nor-native plants have emerged as the most economically impactful invasive species worldwide as well as the costliest group vis-
agement, demanding $926 billion in 1960-2022 next in line were arthropods (8830 billion) and mammals (§263 billion)

Monika Mondal

amage from non-native plants
and animals expanding into
new ecosystems has cost
soclety more than $2.2 trillion
worldwide, a new study by an
international team of researchers has

said.

Published in Nature Ecology &
Evolution, the study used numbers from
InvaCost, a public database that records
the economic costs of biological invasions
by country, and modelling exercises to
analyse data from 1960, It concluded that
costs may have been underestimated by
16x over previous estimates.

Beyond global economic losses, the
study also modelled the impact in 78
countries for which no data was
previously available. In India, a nation
grappling with numerous environmental
and economic challenges, the findings
underscore an oft-overlooked financial
drain.

A global discrepancy
Europe was found 1o have the highest
potential impact in absolute terms at $1.5
trillion (71.45% of global cost), followed by
North America ($226 billion), Asia ($182
billion), Africa ($127 billion), and Australia
and Oceania ($27 billion).

Brian Leung, one of the lead
tesearchers and the UNESCO Chalr for
Dial ibility, said, “The

Alarge portion of Bandipur National Park is covered by the Lantana weed, which is ighly combustible vihen dry. 41 MO0

India-level specifics or how the figures
break down, but noted that general
management strategies could include
different clements like prevention,
eradication, control ar suppression, and
efforts to slow the spread of invasion.
“These are all tools used for managing
invasions,” he said.

S. Sandilyan, a former fellow on
Invasive Alien Species at the Centre for

costof invasions might just be higher
because of the cost of things in Europe.
There's more to damage, the cost of the
agricultural products, and the cost of
management might be higher.

study did not estimate a total
economic damage figure for India in
absolute terms but emphasised the
magnitude of underreported
management costs. In fact, among all the
countries assessed, Ihv«lud) found Imh.i
had the highest perc

sity Policy and Law in Chennai,
said the findings of the study are
plausible. “India is falling short in
documenting, reporting, and strategically
funding biological invasion management
Lack of centralised data systems, limited
inter-agency coondination, and conpeting
conservation priorities exacerbate this,

he ad

Who are the inv
Plants emerged as the most cconomically
impactful invasive species worldwide as

of management e\pemhmre 116 tulhon
percent.

Per the study, this exceptionally high
disparity suggests a significant amount of
management spending in India has likely
been unrecorded or underreported in the
existing data, leading to a substantial
“hidden" cost. The researchers were
careful to note that India's limited
resources could have contributed as
much to this gap as a recording bias in the
InvaCost database, which may be
overlooking reports in languages
predominant in Africa and Asia.

Europe reported a discrepancy of
15,044%, followed by Asia (3.090%), and
Africa (1,944%). The median cost
discrepancy among the assessed
countries was 3,241%.

Mr. Leung said he was unsure of

well as the costliest group vis-a-vis the
cost of management, demanding $926.38
billion in 1960-2022. Next in line were the
arthropods ($830.29 billion) and
mammals (§263.35 billion). The
researchers speculated that these species
spread to new ecosystems — where they
could thrive at the cost of its incumbents
~ primarily through trade and travel,
helped along by globalisation and
bilateral deals. They singled out Japanese
knotweed (Reynoutria japonica) and
common lantana (Lantana camara) to be
among the costliest to manage per square
kilometre.

Leung, however, cautioned that simply
eradicating all invasive species would
make the problem worse. “A lot of the
agricultural products that dominate our
system now are not native,” he said

India is falling short in documenting.
reporting. and funding invasion
management. Lack of centralised data
systems, limited coordination, and
competing conservation priorities
exacerhate this
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“Invasive species transport is a
byproduct of trade and importation of
Iiving organisms because we want them,
and sometimes these are the driving
forces behind invasions,” Mr. Leung
added. “Europe has been doing that for a
long time.”

This presents a two faceted challenge:
on one hand, there is an imperative to
mitigate economic losses; on the other,
there is the desire to foster further
globalisation. Thus, according to Mr.
Leung, efforts must simultaneously be
made to curtail the spread of invasive
species and address global warming by
increasing vegetation. Given these
complex, intersecting objectives,
reconciling these disparate goals in
studying invasive species becomes a
significant challenge, he added.

Control measure
The study also acknowledged that several
international policies to deal with invasive
specics are in place, which scientists at
large believe have had a positive effect on
reducing the rate of biological invasions.
Key among them is a regulati

concening shipping traffic and trade

practice: the International Convention for
the Control and Management of Ships’
Ballast Water and Sediments (a.k.a. Ballast
Water Management Convention), which is
designed to prevent the spread of harmfl
aquatic onganisms from one region to
another via ships’ ballast water.

Likewise, regulations under the
Convention on Biological Diversity call on
parties (including India) to *prevent the
introduction of, control, or eradicate
thase alien species which threaten
ecosystems, habitats, or species.”

These international agreements
underscore a global recognition of the
threat pased by invasive species and
efforts to mitigate their spread through
various control points,

As for management costs, Mr, Leung
said response strategies can range from
preventing new invasions aiming for
complete eradication of established
populations or controlling their spread to
minimise impact

‘The large discrepancies in reported
costs also underscore the need for
improved data collection, comprehensive
tracking of expenditures, and robust
reporting mechanisms.

“For example, even though the cost
estimates in Africa are really quite limited,
it doesn't mean the damages are limited,”
he explained.

‘Whille the study does not say anything
about the state of invasive species, it may
be a call to action. Its specific analysis and
the database were based on the measured
economic costs, according to Mr. Leung,
“because it’s often easier to measure and
people often understand money better.”

(Monika Mondal is a freelance science

ind environment 3
amonikamondal@gmail.com)
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Bills to steer voyage to Amrit Kaal’

The just concluded Monsoon Session of Parliament cleared five key legislations, replacing archaic laws; together, they aim to ease business processes,

align India with international conventions, and accelerate investments in ports, shipbuilding, and shipping services

NEWS ANALYSIS
Abhishek Law

n a first, India has
lenacled a sweeping

overhaul of its mari-
time sector, replacing all
pre-Independence era laws
with a modernised frame
work that secks to make
the country a global mari-
time hub.

The just concluded
Monsoon Session of the
Parliament cleared five key
legislations, namely, the
Merchant Shipping Bill; the
Indian Ports Bill; the Coas-
tal Shipping Act (after re-
ceiving  Presidential  as-
sent); the Carriage of
Goods by Sea Act (after
Presidential assent), and
the Bills of Lading Act (af-
ter Presidential assent).

Together, they aim to
ease business processes,
align India with interna-
tional conventions, and ac-
celerate investments in
ports, shipbuilding, and
shipping services,

“This has been a land-
mark session with these
new legislations set to
transform India’s maritime
sector, and bring in a wave
of new investments,” said
Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal.

Atmanirbhar seas

The centrepiece of the re-
forms - the Merchant Ship-
ping Act, 2025 - provides a
robust legal framework to
realise India’s Maritime
Amrit Kaal Vision 2047. It
replaces colonial-era provi-
sions and updates India’s

Smooth sail: Expanded ownership categories will enable registration of chartered vessels in India. Py

maritime regulation in line
with International Mari-
time Organization (IMO)
conventions and global
best practices,

The law aims to increase
tonnage under the Indian
flag; reduce dependence
on foreign vessels, and
boost India’s image as a re-
liable shipping
jurisdiction.

Expanded ownership
categories will enable re-
gistration of chartered ves-
sels in India - a segment it
intends to tap, while quali-
ty training and skill deve-
lopment of seafarers will
create new employment
opportunities.

Crucially, it mandates a
stronger salvage ecosys-
tem, safety standards in
navigation, and preventive
measures for marine pollu-
tion. Stringent environ-
ment protection laws co-
vering oil-spill have also
been included.

“This is about making
India not just self-reliant in

"This has been a
landmark session with
these new legislations set
1o transform India’s
maritime sector, and
bring ina wave of new
investments

SARBANANDA SONOWAL,

Undon Minister for Ports, Shipping
and Waterways

shipping but also a respon-
sible stakeholder in global
seas,” said a senior minis-
try official.

Indian Ports Bill

Ports are the gateways to
India’s maritime economy,
handling over 90 per cent
of trade by volume.

The new Indian Ports
Act, 2025, establishes a for-
ward-looking framework
for port development, da-
ta-driven planning, and in-
tegration with India’s glo-
bal commitments on

pollution control.

The Act mandates long:
term evidence-based plan-
ning, requires ports to
maintain emergency pre-
paredness and reception
facilities for waste, and
creates  State  Maritime
Boards and dispute resolu-
tion committees. A nation-
al maritime single window
system will centralise port-
related data, enabling tran-
sparency and efficiency.

Coastal States will be
empowered to set up State
Maritime Boards, bringing
uniform and transparent
governance across India’s
12 major and 200+ non-ma-
jor ports. The Bill also
creates dispute resolution
committees to deliver sec-
tor-specific redressal in a
timely manner.

“Single-window system
for maintenance and ac-
cessibility of port-related
data; improved trade data,
and lower logistics cost are
seen as logical impact. It
will enhance India’s EXIM

competitiveness,” said a se-
cond Ministry official.

The expected outcome
include accelerated port
capacity growth at local,
State, and national levels;
improved trade connectivi-
ty; lower logistics costs,
and job creation.

The Coastal Shipping
Act, 2025, focuses on re-
ducing logistics cost, pro-
moting sustainable tran-
sport, and boosting India’s
domestic shipping indus:
try. It exempts Indian ves-
sels from licensing require
ments. This allows more
cargo movement through
India-flagged vessels. By
promoting Indian owner-
ship of coastal fleets, the
law seeks to cut depen-
dence on foreign ships for
domestic cargo move-
ment. A National Coastal
and Inland Shipping Stra-
tegic Plan and a publicly
accessible National Data-
base of Coastal Shipping
will guide investment and
policy priorities. Promo-
tion and development of
integrated coastal and in-
land waterways is part of
upscaling measures.

The government pro-
Jects India’s coastal cargo
movement to nse nearly
eight-fold - from 165 mil-
lion tonnes today to 1,300
million tonnes by 2047.

This Act replaces ar-
chaic carriage laws with
simplified provisions,
adopting the globally-re-
cognised  Hague-Visby
Rules that govern liabilities
and rights of carriers and
shippers. It will facilitate
smoother implementation
of trade pacts like the Com-
prehensive Economic and
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Trade Agreement (CETA)
between India and the UK,
particularly for sea-borne
exports.

Officials said the law en-
hances transparency, com-
mercial efficiency, and
strengthens India’s creden-
tials as a maritime trading
nation on a par with global
standards.

Bills of Lading and docu-
ments crucial to maritime
trade, now have a clear,
modern legal framework.

The Act provides for the
transfer of rights of suit
and liabilities to the consig:
nee, or lawful endorsee, re-
ducing ambiguity that of-
ten lead to litigation,

By simplifying language
and aligning with best
practices, the Act pro-
motes ease of doing busi-
ness and ensures smoother
transactions between car-
riers, shippers, and lawful
holders of Bills of Lading.

According to Rajiv Jalo-
ta, former Chairman,
Mumbai Port Authority,
the legislations are more
than statutory updates,
They are strategic enablers
supporting India’s vision
under Maritime India Vi-
sion 2047. They create a
more competitive environ-
ment for Indian shipping
and port services.

Taken together, these le-
gislations mark the most
comprehensive reforms in
India’s maritime history.

As India positions itself
for the next phase of
growth, the seas here, once
regulated by outdated colo-
nial laws, are now charted
for Amrit Kaal.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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The new Constitution Bill, the need for a balancing act

oral integrity in the political class is a
paradox that India has continually
struggled with. While, on the one
hand, the electorate demands moral
rectitude in the political class, there has, on the
other, been a pervading spectre of criminality
prevailing in the political class. The proposed
Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtieth
Amendment) Bill, 2025, that was introduced in
the Lok Sabha on August 20, 2025, is aimed at
filling this vacuum by providing a condition.
Under this, Ministers, Chief Ministers and even
the Prime Minister must either resign or
automatically be subject to removal if they
continue to be in custody even after a consecutive
period of 30 days in crimes that carry a
maximum punishment of five years or more of
imprisonment.

On the surface, the action appears tobe a
decisive initiative toward enabling cleaner
politics. It touches upon the disturbing fact of
corrupt leaders in custody holding on to power, a
situation that has made people lose trust in
governance. But there are political pitfalls and
constitutional quandaries that lurk beneath its
promise.

The foundation for this Bill rests on Articles 75,
164 and 239AA of the Constitution, which deal
with the appointment and tenure of Ministers in
the Union, States and Delhi, respectively. While
Articles 75(1), 164(1) and 239AA(5) mandate that
Ministers shall hold office at the pleasure of the
President of India (or Governor), this “pleasure”
has been judicially interpreted within the bounds
of constitutional morality and legal propriety, as
in cases such as Shamsher Singh and Anr. vs State
Of Punjab and Nabam Rebia And Etc. Etc. vs
Deputy Speaker And Ors.

Judicial pronouncements

The Supreme Court of India, in S.R. Bommai vs
Union of India, underscored the role of
constitutional morality as a guiding principle,
thus pronouncing that democratic institutions
must be nurtured through integrity and
accountability. Later, in Manoj Narula vs Union of
India, the Court directly addressed the ethical
dimension of ministerial appointments, warning
that individuals with serious criminal charges
should not be entrusted with executive power.
Although the Court stopped short of mandating
automatic removal, it clearly signalled that
morality is intrinsic to the constitutional
framework. The Bill, therefore, draws strength
from these pronouncements, seeking to give
legislative form to what has long been a judicially
recognised moral imperative.

But this Bill’'s very ambition may be its Achilles’
heel. The most glaring issue concerns the
principle of presumption of innocence, which
forms part of the right to life and liberty under
Article 21. To equate arrest and detention with

Samayeta Bal

is an advocate, a
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Assistants to Members
of Parliament (LAMP)
Fellow (2024-25), and,
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Parliamentary,
Legislative and

Policy Researcher

The Joint
Parliamentary
Committee
needs to
carefully
recalibrate the
formulation of
the Constitution
(One Hundred
and Thirtieth
Amendment)
Bill, 2025
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grounds for removal, without conviction or even
the framing of charges, risks undermining this
foundational constitutional value. Section 8(3) of
the Representation of The People Act concerns
the disqualification of members on the conviction
of certain offences. In the case of Lily Thomas vs
Union of India, the Supreme Court held that a
lawmaker, only upon conviction, immediately
stands immediately disqualified. The
three-month window to file an appeal and
continue as a legislator was also struck down,
thus providing jurisprudential support for
stringent accountability even before the existence
of the Bill. Here, it is important to note that
disqualification begins only when someone is
convicted, and not when someone is arrested or
detained.

The problem is compounded by the Bill's
reliance on executive discretion through the
insertion of Clause 5A after Clause 5 of Article 75,
Clause 4A after Clause 4 of Article 164 and Clause
5A after Clause 5 of Article 239AA of the
Constitution. Ministers can be removed on the
advice of the Prime Minister or Chief Minister, but
automatic removal kicks in if such advice is
withheld. This dual mechanism politicises the
process: a Prime Minister may shield allies for 30
days, while a hostile Chief Minister may allow
rivals to fall by the automatic rule. Instead of
insulating governance from partisanship, the Bill
risks embedding accountability in the shifting
sands of political calculation.

Inconsistency in treatment

The inconsistency in treatment between
legislators and Ministers further complicates
matters. Members of Parliament and Members of
State legislatures face disqualification only upon
conviction under the Representation of the
People Act. By contrast, Ministers under this Bill
would be forced to resign on mere detention.
This creates a paradoxical situation wherein a
legislator convicted of corruption may technically
continue as a Minister until disqualified under the
Act, while a Minister only under arrest would be
forced out. The asymmetry may appear to elevate
the standards for executive office, but it also
undermines consistency in the constitutional
treatment of public officials. It risks deterring
capable individuals from accepting ministerial
responsibility, knowing that they face harsher
consequences than their legislative peers on the
basis of unproven allegations.

There is also the problem of the “revolving
door”. Because the Bill allows reappointment
once a Minister is released from custody, there
could be cycles of resignation and reinstatement
depending on the pace of legal proceedings.
Imagine a Chief Minister who is arrested and
detained for 31 days, who is forced to resign, but
later released on bail and promptly reinstated by
the Governor. The State would have endured
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weeks of political uncertainty with little to gain in
ethical accountability. Such instability may not
only weaken governance but also incentivise
tactical legal manoeuvres, where political actors
use the law as a tool to manipulate executive
offices.

Need for a more nuanced model

None of this is to deny the urgency of reform. The
rise of criminalisation in politics is a stark reality.
According to a comprehensive analysis by the
Association for Democratic Reforms and National
Election Watch of all 543 winning candidates in
the 2024 general election, 251 Members of
Parliament (46%) had declared criminal cases
against themselves, up from 43% in 2019, 34% in
2014, and 30% in 2009, representing a 55%
increase over 15 years. Yet, the bluntness of its
approach risks undermining both the principle of
fairness and the stability of governance. A more
nuanced model would better serve the
constitutional goal of clean politics without
eroding democratic safeguards.

One pathway could be to link removal not to
arrest but, instead, to judicial milestones such as
the framing of charges by a competent court. This
would ensure that only cases that pass initial
judicial scrutiny trigger resignation, filtering out
frivolous or politically motivated arrests. Another
safeguard could be the establishment of an
independent review mechanism, such as a
tribunal or a judicial panel, to examine whether
the conditions for removal have been met. This
would prevent executive overreach and ensure
impartial application. Similarly, instead of
outright removal, the law could provide for
interim suspension of ministerial functions
during ongoing trials, allowing governance to
continue without compromising accountability.
Most importantly, the Bill should refine its scope
to apply only to offences involving moral
turpitude and corruption, rather than casting a
wide net over any offence punishable with five
years’ imprisonment, which could include
relatively minor criminal conduct.

In sum, the Constitution (One Hundred and
Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025, stakes out a
significant normative position that citizens might
welcome as a forceful stand against corruption
and criminality. But its formulation elides the
inherent tension between safeguarding
democratic deliverance of justice and urgent
demands for ethical governance. Unless the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) carefully
recalibrates to incorporate due process and
institutional checks — the Bill is with the JPC — it
could transmute constitutional safeguards into
instruments of political exclusion, testing the
delicate balance of India’s democratic
experiment. For, in the long run, power without
integrity corrodes democracy, and integrity
without fairness endangers it.
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