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India, Fiji call for open Indo-Pacific
region, agree to deepen defence ties

As per a joint statement, both the sides emphasise the importance of their ‘shared interests in advancing regional peace,
stability, and prosperity’; both the countries agree to work together on UN peacekeeping operations, military medicine

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia will provide train-
l ing :md eqmpmem to

time secunly, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on
Monday.

Welcoming visiting l-:
jian Prime mesler Sil
Rabuka, Mr. M
dia and Fiji “strongly sup-
port a free, open” Indo-
Pacific region as both sides
declared that India woul
work to build capacity for
the armed forces of

“In our cooperation
with the Pacific island na-
tions, we see Fiji as a hub.
Both our countries strong-
ly support a free, open, in-
clusive,  secure, and
prosperous  Indo-Pacific.
We warmly welcome In-
dia’s Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative,” Mr. Modi said,
announcing the collabora-
tion between India and the
military forces.
joint statement issued
at the end of consultation

said the two sides empha-
sised the importance of
their “shared interests in
advancing regional peace,
stability, and prosperity”.
“Prime Minister Modi
reaffirmed India’s commit-

ing the

supporting Fiji's strategic
priorities in these areas,”
the joint statement said.

Welcomes India’s aid
The two sides agreed to
\\urk wgclher on UN pea-

mili-

priority areas of coopera-
tion outlined in the Memo-
randum of Understanding
[MoU] on Defence Cooper-
signed in 2017, and to  forces.

change,

tary medicine, the White
Shipping Information Ex-

capacity-

building for Fijian military
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Strategic mmng Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Fiji Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka at Hyderabad
House in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Rabuka empha-
d the need to protect
Fiji's Exclusive Economic
Zone, and welcomed In-
dia’s assurance to assist
with Fiji's security needs.
“Prime Minister Rabuka
welcomed the planned
port call by an Indian naval
ship to Fiji which will en-
hance maritime coopera-
tion and interoperability.”

NAURU

During the talks at Hyd-
erabad House here, India
and Fiji signed seven MoUs
that included an agree-
ment on building a super-
specialty hospital in Fiji,
and one on migration and
mobility. Both the leaders
agreed to strengthen coop-
eration against terrorism,
and reiterated condemna-
tion for the terror attack in

tary forces, and the open-
ing of the defence wing in
the High Commission of In-
dia in Fijian capital Suva.
The countries agreed to
enhance cooperation in cy-

bersecurity, and wel-
comed the setting up of a
Lyberxuunly training cell
in Fiji.

Mr. Rabuka had in July
opposed China’s reported
plans to establish a naval
base in the Pacific islands.
As a signal to the Chinese
side, the statement also
called for a “free, open In-
do-Pacific region”.

Ha
Baker |sland

KIRIBATI

<, ISLANDS
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

F U A URITd TETHIR & (5 §1U UG BT 31 82

(a) TifeHTRmm
(b) AAHRET
(c) HTSShIATRIAT
(d) iR
Ans: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y : YRA 3R fholl gRT "X, o, HIARN 3R JRI&T Sol-URIthe” TR dd o, URId gidl | =iF &t dedl
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Stealth frigates Udaygiri,
Himgiri to join Navy today

The vessels are follow-on variants of Shivalik-class frigates; they have advanced weaponry, modern
sensor systems designed to execute full spectrum of maritime operations in blue-water conditions

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

he Indian Navy is
set to commission
the state-of-the-art

Project 17A stealth frigates
Udaygiri and Himgiri at the
Naval Base in Visakhapat-
nam on Tuesday.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh will preside ov-
er the event, which will
mark the first-ever simulta-
neous commissioning of
two frontline warships
built at different shipyards.

Enhanced capability

Mr. Singh said that both
vessels were follow-on var-
iants of the Shivalik-class
frigates. They featured en-
hanced stealth capabili-
ties, advanced weaponry,
and modern sensor sys-
tems designed to execute
the full spectrum of mari-
time operations in blue-
water conditions. Udaygiri,
built by Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd. in Mum-
bai, and Himgiri, con-
structed by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders & Engineers

-

2. frfor gd Tzl avem

(GRSE) in Kolkata, show-
case India’s growing ship-
building expertise and in-
ter-yard collaboration.
Notably, Udaygiri was the
fastest of her class to be de-
livered after launch, owing
to the adoption of modular
construction techniques.
Designed in-house by
the Navy’s Warship Design
Bureau (WDB), Udaygiri is

2

Ready to serve: INS Udaygiri during its launch at Mazgaon Docks Limited in Mumbai in May 2022. pTi

the 100th vessel to be de-
signed, marking a miles-
tone in five decades of indi-
genous warship design.
Both frigates are fitted with
combined diesel or gas
(CODOG) propulsion, an
integrated platform man-
agement system, and ad-
vanced Indian-made wea-
pons and sensors. With
nearly 75% indigenous con-

. FRrarfae- 9ot ey & I9d TRl
. B LR &I, HYH TR R TR Ried § a9 |
o ISR T $1 IRRY S IR (WDB) GRT fEwiz favan T 100dT We=h o 3

tent — supported by several
MSMEs — the ships embo-
dy the vision of Aatmanirb-
har Bharat, the Ministry
added.

Reviving the heritage of
earlier warships that bore
these names, the new fri-
gates will now join the
Eastern Fleet, substantially
enhancing the Navy’s
reach in the Indian Ocean.

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

L | @

VUF
INSTITUTE
CIVIL SERVICES

B A fia
T SN gul 98
HRd P Igdt Wl g FHfor amar 3R &g 7eRmR & (I0R) H F9AT ot Xifdd &l g2iar g |

. 3MEUUY 3TN : AEFIia Sie Rufyed fifies (MpL), 48 grt il
. 3EEATy MR : M v Rufded s ot ad (GRSE), didwar grT fAfal
o THTHIT 75% G Al ’o9H 3% MSMEs &1 IganT|

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS f o | (..Nsr.ms]

IIIIIIIIIIIII

. TR o qoie SroAm ¥ Moo 999 ger (SaffR Ja¥ aol daR gam|
3. ety fadrwand
e CODOG (Combined Diesel or Gas) UG JoTel |
o EEUCS Wil A-oHe Ried, R SRR Td AW |
oS-I & : QU ST g H e |
4. IUMIfa® Agd
. Tdf SST (Eastern Fleet) &I Aoeg et — e AT & JRefm 9 &g AeMrR & 9 &t
JURYFA 1 Tge |
o SIR-RIUAE TgaNT ¥ YRA & SIS HHT01 IR ! Weimg|
o« TG & G A a1 JGUId! &1 URURT I Gshiad fobdl 14T

e

3TSUATY ISIMIR 3R ATRTACY GARR &7 A FHT URA DI AR YR Ugd & U 316H Hed gl
Ied W b, Waxll fEATET SR &L dleR &wdrsll & Ay J Uld HRe il
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) D TP B M TG 3R URd 3! fRa-
RIS Ulager & ¥u o WIfud & |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques:mﬂAm%ﬂ"d H fFufatad sy wR faar s
1. 3 RRrarfere-9oft fihiiey & Iad @ 5|

2. 3T FEWTE YR Q1 b aRRY e sg31 (wDB) 3 fbar 2|

3. 371 fAmTor qufa: Simarfad gR™RY stk yunferat | fevan mar 81

SRIFd H § HH-T1/A Y7 Tal 8/87

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) P 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: (a)
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Beyond debate

Dysfunction of legislatures is due to
concentration of power in the executive

‘ ddressing the two-day All India Speakers’

Conference in New Delhi on August 24,
Union Home Minister Shah called atten-
tion to the frequent disruptions that have para-
lysed deliberations in Assemblies and Parlia-
ment. His point that “debate must take place ina
democracy” is beyond any debate. But when one
goes beyond the truism, a picture of India’s re-
presentative democracy in distress emerges. Bit-
terness between the government and the Opposi-
tion has erased the scope for any common
ground, and Parliament has been reduced to a
theatre of mutual diatribe. His remarks followed
soon after the Opposition’s protests, demanding
a debate on the Special Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar, that led to repeated adjourn-
ments. Most of the legislative business was car-
ried out with little or no debate. In a session with
21 sittings spread out over 32 days, 15 Bills were
passed. According to PRS Legislative Research’s
analysis, the Lok Sabha functioned for 29% of its
scheduled time, and the Rajya Sabha for 34% —
the lowest functioning seen during the 18th Lok
Sabha. Two-thirds of the planned time was lost to
repeated adjournments. In the Lower House, on-
ly 8% of starred questions received an oral reply,
while it was 5% in the Upper House. On 12 days in
the Rajya Sabha and on seven in the Lok Sabha,
no questions were answered orally over the 21
days. Question Hour, an instrument of executive
accountability, has been rendered ineffective.
The dysfunction of legislatures is linked to
concentration of power in the chief executive,
the Prime Minister and Chief Ministers. Accord-
ing to the Annual Review of State Laws 2024 by
PRS Legislative Research, State Assemblies met
for an average of just 20 days in 2024, down from
28 in 2017. Larger States such as Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh recorded only 16 sitting
days, while Odisha and Kerala led with 42 and 38
days, respectively. More than half the Bills were
passed on the same day, with little debate. Eight
Assemblies do not have a Deputy Speaker; the
Lok Sabha has not had a Deputy Speaker since
June 2019. Parliamentary committees that used
to be a platform for more deliberative and less
acrimonious debates have also become vulnera-
ble to partisanship. It is propitious that Mr. Shah
thinks that there should be more debate in legis-
latures, but it will be meaningful only when the
government translates that view into action by
engaging with the Opposition. A starting point
can be a consensus election of an Opposition
leader as the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha.
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T fazar Friends and foes

Pakistan is filling the void created by the
-ngim- alienation of India from Bangladesh

n the first such visit in 13 years, Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar travelled to Dha-

9 I-R—d W w T -E?IE- g@:ﬂ- W ka over the weekend to meet with members
hd Gﬁq % ?'[ mw a? of the Bangladeshi interim government, headed
3 m a-'—_h- a-qn- T by Muhammad Yunus, and hold talks with his

(2009_2024) ﬁ W 9 Q% l ﬁ- W_ﬁ?’ﬂ counterpart, Touhid Hossain. Ties had been
R—;ﬁ-‘ W - 3 h? @ R_('IT 3 w tense since 2009, when Sheikh Hasina came to

/ - {II a?ﬂe’h éﬂ;ﬁq ﬁ ﬁ;&n l power, and under strain over the prosecution of

those who colluded with Pakistan during the 1971

W a‘ﬁT W a; ﬁ_sza. % liberation war — and the assassination of her fath-

aﬁ 1 97 1 er Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and most of her fami-
ma W G?Rf _G!_I_a;.l. aﬁ 3‘h.¥ a, H m a, .q_l_qﬂ. ly in 1975. In 2015, Bangladesh demanded the ex-

pulsion of a Pakistani diplomat over links to a
&\, c terror group and recalled its High Commissioner

a’ﬂ- I”Th % P RYU[ d-ld LLU| Eﬁ Q% | to Islamabad after Pakistan protested the hang-

ing in Bangladesh of those found guilty of collu-

sion in 1971. Although the two nations subse-

2. q’m"ﬂ' aﬁ' :l'g Ugd quently restored envoys, they began to repair ties

after Ms. Hasina’s ouster last August. The process

was also nudged by China, which convened a tri-

R W a; ﬁ'a-g[ Il';ﬁ IMPH SR ﬁ HEARIEN ﬁ' 6 :l—a a'q ﬁ lateral mechanism with Bangladesh and Pakista-

ni officials in Kunming. In Dhaka, there was

ﬁ\gaﬂﬁ a,ﬂ‘ %’l sﬂ' aﬂ:{ agﬂ' gﬁ'gﬂ" @‘Qﬁ‘ 3 Sl"i\l, Egljlq%q\l GﬁT agreement tq restore visa facilitation for'diplo—

mats, have direct flights, grant scholarships for

AR a,ﬂ' deTdl aﬁ' m ﬂg‘qﬁ a:ﬂ‘ | Bangladeshi students and ways to enhance trade

from current lows of less than a billion dollars.
However, the Yunus government has refused to

m:l- 3|-|-ﬁ aa-lﬁ- ﬁ'fq ﬁ-q- T - move on decades-old Bangladeshi demands for
° ﬁ- ‘J'ﬂ- sﬂ- m aﬁ- C a§ &ﬂ-q Hd I C& (q I Iq) M I'-I - reparations from Pakistan.gThese include a for-
a—i-lm Eﬂ:{) \}l-l-q'é'a:l- m mal apology for the genocide in 1971 perpetrated

- W I by Pakistani forces, financial compensations and

the repatriation of thousands of “Stranded Pakis-

fa . . tanis” or Urdu-speaking Muhajirs who had mi-

e YdlnldHd =y ﬁ ?Ts’ 'CHWH aﬂ- m 2]l ﬂaTd %, ﬁﬁ A ﬁ grated there aftgr Part{gtion al!ld still held alle-
. . giance to West Pakistan. While meeting Mr. Dar,

G"a EIIIE'IIaQI -{?r@- Em:” a; a‘l—c(r Gl'ClT-ﬂ ﬁa-!{[ % a'ﬁ- w W Mr. Yunus also called for strengthening regional
cooperation, including a revival of the SAARC

a‘)—[ m a)_\)' Q €| % | process. India has eyed the thaw in Islamabad-

Dhaka ties with some suspicion, given reports

. @ that Pakistani diplomats supported Jamaat-e-Is-

3 ‘]."W aﬂ' @lﬁ a.ﬁ'q ﬁ'a‘rq’ laami student activists during the anti-Hasina

' protests last year. Of greater concern has been
military and intelligence contacts.

o o . . =\ . s . . .

wﬁ &‘”:lﬁ ﬁ?ﬂ- 3 hq m ﬁ a,ﬂ- 3 Hﬁ_q- While there is no question that New Delhi has
C J C

s q NN NERIEZN ?\q RN] CRI cause to feel cut out and bruised by the new-
a;)o[ a—ﬁ- 3 ra- found bonhomie between an erstwhile ally and a
AN @- Jiﬂld)ld %l Cllp “Nd NIERRI &”‘I’d P H long-time foe, it is time that South Block adopts a
ﬁ_@-lé a?ﬂ- %- | more realistic prism. Pakistan is stepping into the
breach caused by the strain in India-Bangladesh
ties. Although Mr. Modi met Mr. Yunus in April
CH and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met
° lm ﬁ W I é‘ El | Q: Mr. Hossain on the side-lines of other internation-
al events, neither has contemplated a visit, nor
. . has Mr. Yunus been invited. With the announce-
° w 'ﬁ; qmFﬂ' W ﬁ W-E-m W ment of elections in Bangladesh, in February,
. . . N\ New Delhi must also broaden its political engage-
Tl & gHT-faiedt wex=t # grd= faan tment with politcal parties there, even as it nud:
es the Yunus government to a more inclusive pro-
cess. In the absence of a stronger regional South

e GlP] 3-ﬁ? $'{'Q“HIG”CQ $ @a’ am’ 'Qa' W‘l‘ g‘qagf arﬂ' Asian grouping, New Delhi has a difficult task in

. holding sway over bilateral ties between any of its
g‘]_”a:n’ | neighbours, especially Bangladesh and Pakistan.
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. T fUfY yRd &1 UsR uga ifd & faw g 3|
4. &g ulem

. QY A "Id (SAARC) YA P AN & §, STaids HRd A U™ BI SHST! & HRUT 34
BIRIT W ST g3 3|

. Ul 3R 99 &1 Iged Ugd URd &1 &g UTfiedl & HHSIR B qdbdl g
. T Y e § fos aoigd asfta e & srvma & yRd &t gyrasfiaar Hfird 8 s 3
3T & I8

. Ioifae HaTe P fawR: HRd &1 R 3iay IReR g1 ! gfce fauelt gl T i Jare a1 RaT
IR, faRiwe ATt g H |

. ma U NT: TG DI YT ATH Uga alell IR SR HaERT aRasHIS &1 3R
|

. SEER IEN: HRATT AJd B G101 I I g2 I YR geTh |

. &t HifS: 9 & TeArere [-ihad a1 defd Tl o fawRied) & it IeHifde SwTIfad
& 1Y 3T T

e

T T- TG R & S FGd! Aol & a0T TR eI &I Saad! R &I gt g | It 1971 I JI
®s AN 3 ot sFgaeht €, fhr o+ Ui &1 g8 YA WRA-aiaex gael # 318 TRRI &I I9FR &Rl 5

YR & forg sirawas g fob a8 siftier wftha, gamash oik &= U I Jafd Seifd U=, arfes cfémor uikmr
o IgdH! bt YT gt 3 |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: UlicbeH-SiiereRT Jeel H glierd Hbed! Gléi TR Y-ISHId H §Gard b1 Jobd g1 HRd Bi [da=1
HeT TR 35 THTET BT FIRATUT HITTT TUT TATT fob HRA DI 30 0TS gl b1 & 8 P-4 HeH oM
T1gTI" (150 Words)
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TAG H TP A=AV & AR, T 30% HiNIg 3R faemas iR smuRifares amaal &1 9= 7 @

g1 Aeay ¥ T Wie] &1 Ufa<d 2009 § 14% T TEHR 2024 H 31% 81 T | T8 Ahad Pi uraw 3R
U a1 WR YR wsifrg amar g1

aaAT fRufa About 30% of MPs and MLAS face serious criminal cases

. In the Lok Sabha, the share of MPs facing serious criminal charges has more than doubled since 2009
|G : 31% Fige TUR suRifee
. 0 31% T
| Cases a gai nst lawmakers B st dedaredsros sl casen

The Hindu Data Team =Om o with declared serious criminal cases

[¢) iae |Q (o) Gh? , 3ﬂq m n analysis of MPs and

(71 A))I (48 A))I MLAS a’;m% India shows
. Q . that 31% of MPs and 29% of

(34 ! ” ! | a | % ! ”2‘[ W WI’) | MLAs have declared serious crimi-
nal charges against them. As the

analysis was conducted imme-

diately afier the most recent parlia-
mentary elections, and Assembly

Data for the charts were sourced from the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR)

2009 2014 2019 2024

> o elections in each State, it does not > . h
. reflect some of the current set of
° u I v I a ‘J'rrq . 2 9 A) m MPs and MLAS, Chart 2; State-wise MPs with serious criminal cases, The farther to the right, the higher the % share of such MPs; the bigger the circle, the higher the number of such MPs

Andhra Pradesh Odicha
Jharkhand

Q Q . A serious criminal charge in-
HIel H WA ST UG (56%) i
(o] mum punishment is five years or Kerala
. more, or those that are non-baila- r - ) —
(o) ble. [ ‘
(50 A)) I (3 i | Q In the Lok Sabha, the share of Tornil Nadu ' Bihar

MPs facing serious criminal cases WestBengal | Uttar Pradesh

qa_QT : . has more than doubled, from 14%
ﬂ- W m ( 1 54 in 2009 to 31% in 2024 (Chart . ° 1o » * o s & o 0

In m? Assemblies the share was Chart 3: Party-wise MPs with serious criminal cases. The farther to the right, the higher the % share of such MPs; the bigger the circle, the higher the number of such MPs
29% in 2024, which accounts for

ﬁm | mare toan L300 MLAS
Telangana had the highest share L .
of MPs with serious criminal cases ) ‘
(71%), followed by Bihar (48%). Ut- [ ) RiD—
tar Pradesh recorded the highest

absolute number at 34, as seen in -
° a a . Chart 2.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 0 10 2 0
had the highest absolute number
of MPs facing serious cases (63
members or 26% of its total). The

Congress followed with 32 MPs West Bengal
° ‘J'“TTqu —> 63 H | H a 43 6 (32%). Among smaller parties, the = . Telangana fndnra
. L e proportions were higher: all four Haryana | | e
ﬁ- MPs of the Rashtriya Janata Dal o0 " @ ’
W 1-[ | (RID) had serious cases against

them (Chart 3). TamilNadu | arnataka | jeyar pragesh| Maherashtra Bihar

Andhra Pradesh had the highest
share of MLAs with serious crimi- 5 10 15 2 . W 45 W0 a5 - 5 &

. . nal cases at 56%, followed by Te-
° m 5 3 2 W ShT 'I 94 L“;hl-i::? fg;‘f,}ﬁ“;ﬁ,fﬂffdégﬁ Chart 5: Party-wise MLAS with serious criminal cases. The farther to the right, the higher the % share of such MLA: the bigger the circle, the higher the number of MLAs
MLASs or 38% of its total) (Chart 4), RID ‘
ﬁ- While 61% of the Telugu Desam
W I Party (TDP)'s MLAs faced serious ‘
cases, 62% of the RID's did. The .. o ‘
BJP, which has the largest pre
sence in Assemblies, accounted AITC
for 436 MLAs (26%) with serious

° W — 'IOO% ( 4 Hma’) GﬁT fg:i:"[?\il:’;’ge;) E’():/h:“:s‘:}?ﬂgms-" 0 10 20 30 a0 50 60 70 80 0 100
62% fauTaes SIORTY HIHe H|

eIt - 61% Au™® RIUT|

20 50 60 70 80 90 100

Chart 4: State-wise MLAS with serious criminal cases. The farther to the right, the higher the % share of such MLAS; the bigger the circle, the higher the number of MLAs

ToP

YHIq
1. WEdi® ST - JURTER SRR ST & 35T ) AR B 8
2. “THfORTa SrUBROT - AT SORTRIAT & foTT TREOT BT A1eH et 5
3. BT BT &RUT - B I aTd 81 BT dle dl SIS HHSR gl & |
4. I W TG — AT 989 B SHTE TREN 3R T&UEIE 9gal g
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5. Hagral fARIUTUT - STRedhdl & dlavg SAE/AMERAd Jeid d 49-8d & HRU gdarar
IufleaR T ad B

IR T4 ARITTT ey
. giu®
. 2002: TATRAT & RIS Rl BT Gar Sard |
e 2013: TNRYE SAUTAATEAT &1 Hewrdr gHTw|
e 2018: IS Gal B SOURTY YEYH aTel YATRRA 1 AHDHR! YT BT SR |
. ATG STERT : THR Al & $RIY T 81 & 91 81 HIGARI DI IH1d e Y Ah b RBIR|
. faftr amiRT (2448 YRS - TR AET F 3RIY 9 81 € gATE e R ufdsy Bl Ry
3T B I
1. B GYUR - SAUfaHa sfdfFam o S, 1k o & SRig 04 gid g s/l
. AT YR — I8 I 19, T S H8T5 o AN, IASTd131 o A ] BRe-ch faTad |
3. TeHIfa® STOTRATHRT — Gl bl W1 Y IR FHIGRT D fehe 7 &Ml
4. HAGTdT INREHAT — NOTA &1 RIdd AT, ARTRS AT d T ST Bt YfHeh|
5. FRINTA A — W= I1d TN, I GUR SR ST TifRyd! T ST ol I |
frepd
AU & SORTER FITG! BT SIIATT 2009 & 14% ¥ 2024 T 31% TP Ugd o1 Aidbad & forg 1R Jaw &1
Hohd 51 Had AP G G gl 81, ISP i AR AIGAISH Gl $I SORIEN dal I SRABR

ST BITT| T HRA Pl W3, URGR SR SdTeas dlebda SHT g dl A5 & RIS B AhAT AP
TRl ST I

N

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY - URAH oI 8 Sedl ORISR didbaa Bi Iura] =0
DY b 3Tclieh T e Sfiche! B faRIUT DT qUT ST & SURTENDHRUN Bl Aeh B SHTIAD JURT BT
g2a <ifTe | (250 TUss)
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India-Japan ties — old partners, new priorities

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
l’_lapan and China, that begins from August

29, comes at a time of flux in global
geopolitics. While there is a tentative easing of
tensions between India and China after years of
strain, there is also growing uncertainty about
New Delhi’s ties with Washington as the Trump
administration seems to be doing everything in its
power to push India away. Thus, Mr. Modi's
engagement in Tokyo carries weight well beyond
the bilateral.

Japan’s major investment plan

At the heart of the visit lies Japan’s
announcement of a ¥10 trillion (about $68 billion)
investment plan in India to be spread over the
next decade. This pledge, among the most
ambitious Tokyo has ever made to New Delhi, is
designed to boost the infrastructure,
manufacturing, clean energy, and technology
partnership. It signals Japan’s long-term stake in
India’s growth story at a time when many global
investors remain cautious about China. The fact
that Japan is also investing in the next-generation
E10 series Shinkansen for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail corridor
reflects economic collaboration alongside Tokyo’s
willingness to transfer cutting-edge technology to
India.

On the strategic front, the two countries are
expected to revise the 2008 Joint Declaration on
Security Cooperation, reorienting their security
and defence partnership in accordance with
contemporary realities. The proposed Economic
Security Initiative — it covers semiconductors,
critical minerals, pharmaceuticals, and clean
energy — anchors Japan more firmly within
India’s quest for diversified supply chains. Also
significant is the upgrade of their digital
partnership, which is now expected to cover
artificial intelligence and startup ecosystems.
These initiatives place India-Japan ties at the
forefront of technological and security
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The Prime
Minister’s Japan
visit highlights
India’s steady
strategic intent,
with signals to
China and

the US.

cooperation in Asia, reinforcing their shared
commitment to a free, open, and rules-based
Indo-Pacific.

The U.S. factor, a case of strategic balancing
The timing of the visit is important. After the
Tokyo meeting, Mr. Modi is scheduled to attend
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit
in Tianjin, China. Bilateral ties, though scarred by
the 2020 Galwan clash, are demonstrating
tentative signs of stabilisation with the
resumption of direct flights, visa relaxations, and
trade facilitation efforts. The visit, from Tokyo to
Beijing in a single week, reflects a strategic
balancing in many ways. First, it underscores
India’s ability to engage with a trusted strategic
partner and a neighbouring competitor without
allowing one relationship to dictate the other.
Second, it signals that India can
compartmentalise. With Tokyo, the focus is on
advancing economic security, defence
cooperation, and Indo-Pacific stability. With
Beijing, the emphasis will likely be on managing
tensions, exploring limited confidence-building
measures, and keeping communication lines
open.

The balancing becomes even more
consequential against the backdrop of Mr.
Trump’s unpredictability, which has cast a
shadow on the reliability of the United States as a
steady partner. Mr. Trump stands to unravel
years of careful effort invested in building the
New Delhi-Washington partnership. Successive
administrations on both sides, from George W.
Bush to Joe Biden, worked to transform a
once-fractious relationship into a cornerstone of
Indo-Pacific strategy, anchored in defence
cooperation, technology sharing, and growing
people-to-people ties. So far, Trump 2.0 risks
eroding this progress. The Quad (India, Australia,
Japan, the U.S.) too, remains essential to India’s
Indo-Pacific vision, but its trajectory appears
rocky as U.S. engagement turns episodic. The

grouping was conceived as a platform to pool
capacities among like-minded democracies, yet
its momentum has always depended on
Washington’s willingness to commit consistently.
Under Mr. Trump’s second term, signals of
disengagement and a narrower view of alliances
risk diluting the Quad’s strategic coherence. For
India, Japan and Australia, this raises pressing
questions about sustaining the initiative’s
credibility and operational depth.

Beyond economics and defence, thereisa
broader political signal embedded in the visit. By
stepping up its engagement with India, Japan is
not just diversifying its economic footprint but is
also reinforcing the idea that dedicated long-term
cooperation can deliver tangible outcomes.

The message
The Tokyo visit is thus less about short-term
diplomatic outcomes and more about signalling
steady strategic intent — that India is willing to
keep channels with Beijing open, prepared to
navigate U.S. unpredictability, and determined to
deepen enduring partnerships with like-minded
powers in the region. Japan's commitments also
reinforce India as one of its most reliable partners
in navigating the challenges of the Indo-Pacific,
from economic resilience to maritime security.
The visit will highlight one of the most
enduring features of Indian diplomacy in recent
years: flexibility without losing strategic clarity. In
a phase of protracted geopolitical uncertainty, it
is Japan that emerges as India’s anchor partner.
Washington’s commitment is wavering under
Trump’s short-sightedness, while Beijing remains
a competitor whose gestures of normalisation
cannot yet ease underlying mistrust. Tokyo offers
consistency, resources and a shared strategic
outlook rooted in democratic values and a free
and open Indo-Pacific. Therefore, the visit to
Japan is not just about consolidating an old
partnership. It is about recognising where India’s
most dependable ballast lies.

CMLETEIEP International Relations
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Context :

YR 3R STUH & & TREAT B TS Je-iid SR e TganT & Jad RR WUl 3 § T & | TurEaT
g A B g WU A1 TH GHY H g% © o6 A H-IIoHd ST § ToR I8 81 ke B
Hferra s, 99 & Ty &l § 7919 iR Be-vRiid &7 ¥ Wfad-dge & gifadl HRd-oaH SeiaR!
oI 3R Ayl &1 it B

q@1 fazawor
1. 3ffe TgaiT ok fraw

. SUF A HRA # SFTd g2 H T 10 ffram 3 (@ THT 68 3RE STeR) fa% &1 9iwun &t 5|
. T8 o gfarct ofa, fafaiu, e St SiR damiiat Areiart &I Tfd <l

. g ¢ gRASHT (a3 -38HaIEG) H SUM & UFGR! had e FganT 81 g! dfch 39d
dd-1h & ARl BT off Ui g |

2. YUMHIfa® 3R gR&m ATgieRt
o 2008 % TG JR&T TN UINUN-UF &I 7Y RR T aRHTd a3 &t Rt B

. I <= & o9 e YREM U8 (Economic Security Initiative) SHI8deR, aTgal, WS SHoll
3R Hewagul Wl R Hid B

. fSfored SiR Al I8N I U8 A8ieRt 2141 Tl &1 dh-id! ARt & 0§ SH T B
3. 3AR®T 3R F9 F Heu A Jge=

. T $I SUE I & R d1G 94 Bt AET S d1d BT Gobd § b HRA Th 91 FIRGR! 38R
gfaegyf SHY ) Sdferd B B T o @I R

. AR Pt o HRRAT @ 2.0 P AN & diT URA-SUF &y fayag ok fRR
AU TTA TR R B

. BIS (MR, SUM, 3T, i o IuTifar st §s ©, Al 3Rt & SfAfEd it
% HRU TR TS RATad THITad & Gt 31 0 & YR 3R UM 4 Ugd P! Holgd
T 3G | 38 YS! T 9hd B

4. eHifa® Tdewr
. SUH % FOR 3R T8 T U bd oiidT & b g1l IreieRt 31 TR &1 Il g
« T8 HRd ot [Aew AT ) =iienu= & Iy Wy I0HIfae =P ol gxiar gl
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ufagTiRI® Ty
. Sl Y 3R AP I SMEH-UeH|
. TIR-JABHGT Hare |

.« WGIFAT F 918 (1947 & TYT) : SUH A HRA & SHNMaieo § e & (@A Uoide, el gRaeH,
faectl-Act & g JicA B |

nfie wgamT
. WU YRd &1 547 a3 g1 a2 B
. UHE YRASHT ;
.« §aic ¢ ([us-3gHaNg)
. fRehdes oiefiie IveR
. YA-ITYS SMEMD BINSR
e 2025 : STAF A 10 e 3 a1 GFPREaR, Caidion, Wag Sl &I Uyl & |
TUHIfa® FEanT
. 2014 "TaRY AR SR Ay AR |
e 2008 : Y& TGN TR HYe °IYUT|
. &N
o JIMEX FRI® 3nam)
. AAER (@18 — HRd, SITUM, SARDT, i ferm) |
o 2+2Tdl : & g fae= AT &1 darg |
$S1-URifh® TganT
. T o Had 3R JaT g81-0Riftha (FoIp) @I & Ufd ufdes |
. T 9 ey, Yftideaey IganT § areieR |
. UM : HTS BT Holgd Je|
o YR : SARDT, AUH IR A1 & g Iga &1 ifd oA g1
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gHifear

e  HRI-SMUH AR 34T HY &3 ¥ FH (~22 3RT SIeR, 2024) |

. IH BRS - YR DI SOl & 1Y TJATDHRI il BT DR ST b |

o giRASS &1 g fsarage (aRveR gaie ¢ | fada) |
3T B I8

o TP JR&M TSI B! TR - Al, T eaeR, TR 31 frRed |

o  ZIPRCHR IRASHIS Bt T doT HxT|

. e ORI BT EXATRUT 3R Tgad ITe Bl IgIaT|

. IRIGR! Bl $SI-URithes FRURAT &1 YR WY =M

e

YRA-SUM T8 Had S 3R & AR ddb AHd 6] §, Sieh I8 Ka-U=nid &7 & Aidbdite Jedl,
AT 3R FRRAT Y AoTad B BT 1 T g1 3ARest o) sifAfdaar ok 9 & Iy ufawef o fRufa 4,
ST YR & foIT Tad a4 OgiaR & &0 8§ SHR 8T ¢ | 3fc: Hic! &1 I8 I Rth R el & algr™
&1 a1, afes 73 UTfirwarsil & ey I3 TR 3R =M S &t ufehan g
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