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Carrying the red flag into the next century

As the Communist Party of India marks a century of political engagement, its legacy invites reflection on the task to rebuild India on the foundations of equality, secularism, and justice

n December 26, 2025,
the Communist Party
of India turns 100. This
centenary is not mere-
ly the marking of time for a politi-
cal party but a moment of histori-
cal reflection on a movement that

dian activists and revolutionaries
who encountered Marxism abroad
or through international networks
began to see that national libera-
tion and social emancipation were
inseparable. This understanding
matured into organisational form

oppression to economic struc-
tures, the party broadened the
meaning of social justice and gave
the freedom struggle a transforma-
tive content. Many of these de-
mands found reflection in the Con-
stitution and in

foundations of the Republic. Eco-
nomic growth has been accompa-
nied by massive unemployment,
precarity, and widening inequali-
ties.

For the Left, the challenge is to
once again become synonymous

D. Raja profoundly shaped India’s free- | with the founding of the CPI in De- post-independence policy debates. = with the aspirations of the masses.
General dom struggle, its vision for the fu- | cember 1925 at Kanpur. Independence in 1947 did not = This requires renewing its under-
secretary of the  ture of the nation, and its social end the CPI's struggle. It marked = standing of contemporary capital-
Communist and economic vision. From its ear- = Marxist theory, Indian realities the beginning of a new phase fo- = ism while remaining anchored in
Party of India liest years, the CPI gave voice to = The Kanpur conference brought cused on dismantling feudal struc- | its core values of equality, democ-

the revolutionary slogan “Inquilab
Zindabad”, coined by Maulana
Hasrat Mohani — who chaired the
Reception Committee of the histor-
ic Kanpur Conference — and im-
mortalised by Bhagat Singh and his
comrades. Through communist ac-
tivists, this call for revolutionary
transformation travelled to every
nook and corner of the country,
becoming a living expression of re-
sistance, hope and patriotism. The
CPI emerged confronting colonial
rule and sought to answer a funda-
mental question confronting the
national movement: freedom for
whom and to what end. Over a
century, the CPI has consistently
argued that political independence
without social and economic trans-
formation would leave the masses
trapped in old and new forms of
exploitation.

The historical roots of the CPI
lie in its uncompromising struggle
against colonial capitalism. British
imperialism subordinated India’s
economy to the needs of foreign
capital, destroyed indigenous in-
dustries, imposed exploitative
land relations, and produced wi-
despread poverty. At the same
time, it created a modern working
class and exposed Indian revolu-
tionaries to global currents of so-
cialist thought, particularly after
the Russian Revolution of 1917. In-

together revolutionaries, trade un-
ionists, and anti-imperialist acti-
vists committed to building a revo-
lutionary party rooted in Marxist
theory and Indian realities.

The CPI's role in the fight
against colonial rule was uncom-
promising and profoundly patr
ic. Unlike strands of nationalism
that sought accommodation with
imperial power, the communists
understood colonialism as a sys-
tem of economic exploitation sus-
tained by political domination.
They fought British rule through
trade union struggles, peasant
movements, underground resis-
tance, and ideological battles.
Their patriotism was rooted not in
elite negotiations but in the lives
and struggles of ordinary Indians.

One of the CPI's most enduring
contributions was its emphasis on
building mass organisations. The
party recognised that political
emancipation could not
achieved without mobilising socie-
ty in all its diversity. It helped build
and strengthen platforms such as
the All India Trade Union Con-
gress, the All India Kisan Sabha,
the All India Students’ Federation,
cultural and writers’ organisations
like the Progressive Writers’ Asso-
ciation and the Indian People’s
Theatre Association, and, later, or-
ganisations of women and youth.

Social emancipation: It was through mass struggles that communist politics

acquired its deepest roots. G. RAMAKRISHNA

Through these formations, the CPI
united workers, peasants, stu-
dents, intellectuals, and artists
around shared struggles.

It was through mass struggles
that communist politics acquired
its deepest roots. The CPI led his-
toric movements for land and dig-

sisted on complete inds e.

tures, resisting monopolistic capi-
talism, and deepening democracy.
The party led historic peasant
struggles against landlordism and
played a decisive role in advancing
land reforms in States such as Ker-
ala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Trip-
ura, and Bihar. In parli

racy and justice.

At this critical juncture in our
history, the centenary of the CPI is
not merely a moment of remem-
brance but a call to action. Democ-
racy itself is under assault, peo-
ple’s rights and livelihoods are

14
and extra-parliamentary arenas,
the CPI ch i 1 public owner-

They were among the earliest an
most consistent advocates of the
demand for a Constit Assemb-

ship of key sectors of the economy
and consistently advocated the na-
i isation of banks, coal, insu-

ly, arguing that only a sovereign
body elected by the people could
frame a democratic Constitution.
This demand later became central

rance, and other core industries,
arguing that strategic resources
must serve national development
and social welfare rather than priv-

to India’s t ition t

ate acct

nity, including the
armed struggle against feudal op-
pression, the Tebhaga movement
in Bengal that asserted peasants’
rights over their produce, the Pun-
napra-Vayalar struggle in Kerala
against landlord tyranny, and the
militant land struggles of the Than-
javur delta. In industrial centres
such as Kanpur, Bombay, Calcutta,
and Puducherry, the trade union
movement under communist lea-
dership won major labour victo-
ries, securing rights, wages, and
dignity for workers.

The CPI decisively radicalised
the agenda of the national struggle.
At a time when dominion status
was being debated as a possible
compromise, the communists in-

YR & TWdAdT SUTH # CPI F1 g1 A

Tdtang 1925 # sfufafie 2w 3R afiye THTSEE! sieiea & gEYH & fRaars IR, oy = 3
1917 1 =4 Hifd I URA UTI IERATd! Ayaret =Pl & faudia, Hidiers  Iufderarg Hf dHad T

o F
dence. The party placed structural
reforms at the centre of the free-
dom struggle, arguing that inde-
pendence without land reforms,
labour rights, and social equality
would merely replace foreign rul-
ers with indigenous elites.

Land redistribution, abolition of
landlordism, protection of tenants,
trade union rights, minimum wag-
es, and social security were
pushed into the national agenda
through communist-led move-
ments. The CPI articulated the vi-
sion of a classless and casteless In-
dia, recognising caste not as a
cultural residue but as a material
system deeply intertwined with
class exploitation. By linking caste

Defender of federalism

The CPI was also a strong defender
of federalism and linguistic and
cultural diversity, strengthening
India’s democratic fabric. Its com-
mitment to social justice found ex-
pression in its defence of the rights
of Dalits, Adivasis, minorities, and
women, as well as its steadfast ad-
herence to secularism and rational
thought. Across decades, the red
flag symbolised reform, progress,
and resistance to reactionary forc-
es.
Today, as the CPI enters its se-
cond century, India confronts
grave challenges. Communalism
and emerging fascism threaten the

oI 3iefiar & Somg 3fies YT P U TRIHTHS YUITell & 0 H &7 |
T tfagTRie aiver # Wi &

o Ul WA R AR ¢ WaAdl ialer P Hexud S o gYd Pt RRufd wR it ot 59 =7a w361

i

being sy ically eroded, and
the achievements of the freedom
movement are being deliberately
undone. The RSS-BJP combine
seeks to dismantle our social soli-
darity, hollow out our economic
sovereignty, and subvert the Con-
stitution to impose an authoritar-
ian, exclusionary order. This dan-
ger cannot be resisted in
fragments. The CPI and the Left
must be strengthened and brought
closer together to form a broad de-
mocratic resistance. Class exploita-
tion, caste oppression, and patriar-
chy remain formidable structures
of domination, demanding organ-
ised and uncompromising strug-
gle. The task before us is clear:
cleanse institutions of their corro-
sive influence, reclaim the Repu-
blic, and rebuild India on the foun-
dations of equality, secularis
and justice. United we must resist.
United we must advance. United
we must create a new India: egali-
tarian, democratic, and prosper-
ous. The red flag must higher.
The people must prevail. The fu-
ture must be ours.

o TH UfAUH GH ! YRS IhTIad, S 91¢ H§ HRA & Aidbdiad gRdad & ford baig o |

o  ACTHT TR TGY, THFT TG 3R YAW-aaR fAgie ok o oS! & ey § yiie! SR fearmt

1 A4, APaTe DI SHIAT TR TR UfoRIY & iR 2iHet B
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o URWH JHTIH-HE TRAfawarstl & Ay Arediel RIGid &7 Thiaexvl, faRy &0 I aFf w0y &l
SIfd IS & 1Y SIS, Teh U1 Ve Iur oy qrfores =amg & 31 &1 sages SR |

o 358! - g8 YT (a1 for YR &1 TaciadT SUTH SIS 9 &1 ardiefi ddb of Afid Ta! T, Sfew
S HFERT TR et Tl

o= & a1g wg-fafor 7 et

o 1947 & TG, THISATS 7 & B! Had AeHITad WAl & Folld ATATISG- TS ANhad & &dH & =4
H wfuq fasan|

AT & 91¢ 9P RTSH | WA &

o I, UFYH dTa, ART 3R affrerTg o Isat B Y GUR SR YZaTHd & G BT

o <3 gATA SHRBRI, gAdH Holgs! 3R TG JR&T 7F B Holgd BT

o o Tuyar SR JHIGRN ™ YT o= & oy gdee 89 & fGWR SR Igeu (@,
DIgell, §THT) B goblard|

o Tudre, HTWTS fAfaedr iR yr-RUeT P 38, YRA P! Sgaare! dibdife Ta-T b Asied Bl 8|
o 0 9 S (ORI A ddue geat SR Hifaid 984t & yuTiad fasa, Hdl 81 Ot kg & a1

HUBTA UTERIBar 3R gifaar

o UE TG UT3ATS PI XATA! B! Tt SAHM, SRISHTRY, 4 & SRS A0 3R JaRE Ydihu
&R fIfed Aibdife a9 & doH | wadr gl

gTgdIse 31 S yqd farsi o =nfira &

o P WIHTH YY-HRATF AT UIST BT AT & SR FaeT - Gei b1 HiAd &R, fady &u 9
YHARUET SR TRV WA & dae H|

o IMF Ufad BT HEIBROT 3R YT JRET FHT HHSIR g1, FHTID U1 B! HHAR BT

o 3EHL, AN WAl 3R Adbdifie dgadig & g oiTe & fRTae |

o  JUTER & DIV Y, T8 YU Afdddl, SRIFT ddiamdH, T9dTg 3R didbdid sladce! O Saidd
eyl Sfiew- 11 gef & wry-ary JHa e faer ofiR o1 Rt W oieg- 111 ffarsll & 3sTar |

TEaqul Yedic (SR HadH)

o e Hdtens Ht daie fovrad Heayuf ], te dqferd fazayur & WieR &A1 A1T;

e T D GRIDI F 19 Gall BT TG GIIRE W ST

o TN, o ok afiexur gRT Taferd YHGH Yollale & it ARG ATeRiare! gid & $aH |

CAtEIE]
o JUING HARAN & 91 AU YR AT ABATAD T3S T4 DI FAK |
o TYUBR, Tdled! IHT P U H SATAMLEI BT I 81 &0 21

e
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YR HRIRE UICT 1 Xdleg] 59 91 1 A1G Gl & b YRA BT Aidbaa = dhad Aeiad Wadl &
ey Q e e =um, IrTfSre THar 3R yHRRUeaT & fore fARaR Tuf & arens & ot 591 1| Sl
AT 3R Mepdizd Hdrstt & g H, oF aHas), JauHemdr 3R JHifis <O IR Hgiemg &1
UIRIRIG SR A YT B! SRR Gl |

YR & HIIST & T, T daTR® TToIMAIG | 7161 &, Sfeh AiddiAd ST B AdiHIdpd B | g Sl
fabTE P FHFT & 1Y, SRABR B Tdecs! b 1Y 3R AYAG B SgAdIG & 14 FHE Jobdl 5| T,
AT 3is B foRIad ) 3fda: o, s iR IeHifded =amg & Faufe a1 & 1Y TR STed g
3IH A DHRA DI &TAT § 3feh] ST AT

UPSC BT UIT&T 34T Uy

UY: YRd H $RIRe 3fietad & gy |, Fafafed s «R fiar sifse:
1. WAL FHT BT HiTT DI FBAURT D1 AFATS] HITT S J Uge HHRYC FHEI GRT AR FU Y e fobar

T YT

2. YR HRIFE grél o IuHazmaie o G&1 U I MY &1 31w Jumelt o SO T AoH1Tdd TEn
& FUH gl

3. YRd # URIY® $RIARe sigtad dfy® queaKd! faer & w1wt yyifad ¥, Wreas 1917 & 9161
STiF HYH § A P1-91/3 T8 /82

A. %ad 1 3R 3

B. hdd 1

C.PHad 2 3R 3

D.1,2 3R 3

3xI%: a)

UPSC BT UIT&T 34T Uy

UY: "YRAN SRS UTEl = WaAdl GITH Bl Th Hal- dardl o o--UTRa 3figha ¥ ggad |
gyl YfA®T US| SUgad Serevvl & |1y iR Tu | &g H¥1 (150 <)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

"U"",g“% ‘ \(. INSTITUTE

Foundation CIVIL SERVICES

Page 06 : GS 2 : THISI® AT

HRA & HeTYSad & ST gRI SR Y] & HRUT & RIfdred THUH W aifties RUIE, 2023" Teh Ag@qul
ST WA g TR UHIRI STadt §: 2023 H YRd § Tt fafecreta 0 & v didl & 9 36.4
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fuid & ger fased

Circulatory system
ailments caused most
deaths in 2023: report

Such diseases accounted for 36.4% of all medically certified deaths in the

country, says report released by Office of the Registrar-General of India

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

iseases of the cir-
n culatory  system
remained the lead-

ing cause of medically cer-
tified deaths across India in
2023, areport released this
week by the Office of the
Registrar-General of India
said. Such diseases ac-
counted for 36.4% of all
medically certified deaths
in the country, says the
“Annual report on medical
certification of cause of
death, 2023” of the RGI.

The figure was four per-
centage points lower than
that of 2022, when over
40% of certified deaths
were caused by these
diseases.

The report looked at
causes of deaths that were
medically certified out of
the total registered deaths
across the country. For
2023, the report noted that
22% of all deaths registered
in the Civil Registration
System had been medically
certified, which was 0.3
percentage points below
that of the previous year
(2022).

According to the report,
diseases of the circulatory

1. TR YUTTE! 397 &7 9y

o TTR yUTEH NN @IS 7 Rifrcea T u § ymEift didl J 9 T g ¥ siftiew @1 T8 faar|
T ¥ 50% ¥ 31fee Hid Frparg uReerul fAwRl 8k 30 ge I & HRUT g |

According to the report, deaths due to circulatory system diseases
were highest for people aged above 70. FILE PHOTO

system were the leading
cause of death in medically
certified cases, with diseas-
es of pulmonary circula-
tion or other heart diseas-
es causing more than half
of these deaths. A break-
down by age showed that
deaths due to circulatory
system diseases were high-
est for people aged above
70. People aged between
55 and 64 had the second
highest incidence of such
deaths.

However, the report
noted that in age cohorts
starting from 15 years of
age, diseases of the circula-
tory system were the lead-
ing cause of death
reported.

The release of the data

comes amid academic
journals reporting an in-
crease in heart attacks
among younger people in
India, with a study quoting
Indian Heart Association
data that half of all heart at-
tacks in Indian men occur
under the age of 50.

The report further not-
ed that the medical certifi-
cation of cause of deaths
occurs in different States
and Union Territories with
different levels of efficien-
cy, noting that only Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands,
Chandigarh, Dadra and Na-
gar Haveli and Daman and
Diu, Delhi, Goa, Lakshad-
weep were medically certi-
fying more than half of re-
gistered deaths.
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o 2022 P VR (40% W 31fUP) I R1aC & davjg, Walel g R & Gad ST ANTGHEdl a1 g3 5|
2. 3ATY-IR g & T

AR AT & HROT T 31 At 70+ MY & H &of 1 13|

55-64 3 I 3 ST JaF AP GG X G0l Bl |

Aayul =0 I, 15 A DI Y I, IR Yatht ST I & U@ RO & &0 T IUI, Sl gag dadt
SRIHT BT Seg! YESTd BT Hobd ol 5 |

Ig ST B1C THIRIERH gRT IgYd FshSl & &Y §, S Jardl § fob YR Gos! H TIHIT 50%
f&d &% SR 50 I8V HH oM & B 7|

ffgare: Sham=ieh Sifem, a1, TiigH Sied iR IaTue et [AeR Ides Hried o quifad
FRIE G

3. Hidl & fafeT yquE o1 %9 davs

22 ¥ Uolipd Adl H ¥ 6ad 2023% &I Rifdscie g U § ymiford foar i a1

Tg 2022 § ATl R1ge &1 ufaffeia srar g1

3= THIUM TR (>50%) Had feed], Mdl, 98Te 3R fSHAH 3R FPEaR ¢u 998 SN 38 &%
R USRI § < T ol

Tg fafaa doiievor yoneh, IRy 0 T JrHior 3R 31e0-T1eH ara Isd) H HHSING! 6l SORR HRdl
gl

T SR e gefaar
A. THYIR Jog &¥ sl uikfRufaet 4

0 fafdrean vmmoE Treg-snefed i Aot & Faek HRar gl
HY ROET I & AN & A, JTEH 3T 3R WG JIoi1 H! fagrd w7

B. TR-TERY IR BT I¢dT arer

Bad T 399 IS gUB:
o BB 3R Sha2ich | gead
o W 3MER Yed
o dig Ugyur
o YU FaR® Wy @A
HRA a1 ST BT JIHAT B 8T 8: TaRT I + TSl

C. TR HHAT H SaR-IATT SRAHTT

gATOH H ST 39 I 3H Ugd &l gl o
I Farfden URleR
TR YT b1 GRIFTA faaRur
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o TR A &l
o T ITDG 21 (WA P HAPBR) 3R PRI HHdlG (S1TH II) & T8d f<ial Ual Hdl 5|

31T $1 I8

o TRUY 3R ATHH HRA WY e8! & 1Y fSTed THiemur & A1 S Hidl & it JauH
& FTHIHE § |

o PG WA AR & d8d S THeAT-ER1Y §id & Jegd § MR siisdrarel bl Aeigd BTl

o Jar3fi o Qe B aTal TR Siia- Qi el Dl IgTaT T (P dl- SR Wy Riefl, driwyd
HeTo) |

o TGHUI, TIVUT 3R e Fao o g & qrTore HuRen! ol geifdd s

e

2023 & g W & Sfiche 3T 910 HI I¥ Hd § [ gad I 3§ Feld Pt YAl gl ¢, dfcsh YRd &
SRS AU B! GHITIT R aTel T WOTNTd STasT-dh TR AT & | Sidfh 2022 ¥ AR Jeeh
Al @1 gedl TRER! ¥dd SATIMaIE UG Pl 5, AaR HH ibd JHuH I8 W 3fiws! B
fFya-itaar &) Hffg FRa1 81 YR & N 3197 Idd AT dedi &) U A 3R THM WY @yTd
IR F1, g R FIRM &1 Aoigd a1 8RR fFaR® Wy /U & UTfidar ¢4 & e e &
&% 1 AT | & INT P b HEHR! &1 Ide & ol faya-1g Se, URMNS g%ay iR Holgd Ardel-e
Ry gunfer Srafter B

UPSC TRIRIP T&T 31T Uy

Y : URA & INRER-9-RA & SRTAT gRT IR "Jod & SR & fafbe JHuE R aifife Ruie,

2023" & HeH A, fAgffREad sy=1 wR faar Fifoe:

1.2023 # YRd # Tt fafreqata U § ywnforg didl & @ Ut fagTs ¥ i & o TaR yomedt & T 6
GITGT AT |

2. 2022 & gAT H 2023 H AR YuITel I i Aidl @ feert # 9fs g3 |

3.2023 ¥ YRd ¥ Uofigrd Hidl & ¥ dad uat fexa &) fefrasra &u § yaiforg fasar war

Suda B A A SH-91/ 98 2/82

A. 5ad 1 3R 3 B. ad 1 C. PHad 2 3R 3 D.1,2 3R 3 IT: A

Y : T1&- SR Graoi-dh WA =it FHI0 o ol G & HRUI B feifored1 U0 Hedqul ¢ | 39 e

A, YRd H gog & HRUN TR 2023 Pt RUIE & st &b offg B3 3R HH YHIUH Havel F et ARG g3l
R YHI Sai |
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SIS HRA P JaY JUTEd e 9T Adel-id Wrd gHNadl 3§ ¥ Th gl 100% JHUH I g &
qTaslg, HRd B AT g1 1 59,000 X&itST HIdl (@THT 20,000 Hid) & I T T fagTs Aid g1t 8, Sl
forit oft =T o oy Tay 31fdres § 1 SR o o1 /ey H Uam1fRrd giferan 2Ny & gar I § 3R & & arRafaamaraii
Y g g3 &, YRA | WS Had TP oid fIfdsedt g1 Ta] @, Sfeeh TRIdl, SHSIR W YUnferd, o el

M 3R WRIE U Jee= Hifaat o sifieafad ]

Rabies: the cruel and expensive
disease of India’s most impoverished

Of the 59000 rabies-mediated human deaths in the world every year, Indu represents a third, around 20,000, and more than any other country, according to a paper;

Divy dhi
Afshan Yasmeen

here is a ward at the
government Epidemic Diseases
Hospital in Bengaluru from
where every single patient is
wheeled out dead. The windows are
ned, the room is airless, the only

contrary, it is refuge for rabies patients
who suffer hydrophobia, the fear of light,
even of air.

Recently, a 50-year-old construction
worker from Delhi was brought in after a
rabid dog bit him months ago. “He will be
dead by tonight,” says Suresh N,
Bengaluru district surgeon, who
the medical superintendent of the
hospital. This i ber 17 this
year, just in this one hospital. "Some
patients can be sedated to stop them from
hallucinating and for hyperactivity, but

a ” he says.

One patient, the doctor recalls, lay
crumpled with fear that the army was out
to get him. Death by rabies is frightening,
painful, and inexorably cruel.

Of the 59,000 rabi diated human

besides a lack of awareness of the.

Need for care: Controlling street d

birth control surgeries, anti rabies vaccination,

d f shelters. H.VIBHU

from hospital premises, educational
itutions, railway stati other

deaths in the world every year, India
represents  third, around 20,000, and
more than any other country, according
to0.a paper published in One Health in
December 2024. Rabies is endemic to
India, with the main reservoir of the virus
being dogs, and the poorest, the majority
of the patients.

Days, weeks or months after a rabid
dog bite, if the victim is not vaccinated,
death is inevitable. The symptoms begin
with paralysis from the feet upwards,
typically followed by cardio-respiratory
failure that finally strikes the victims
down. Rabies is a neurotropic v nd
unlike other pathogens, travels via the
peripheral nerves (not blood) to the
spinal chord, and then to the brain.
Post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) involves
immediately washing the wound under
running water with soap for 15 minutes,
followed by the anti-rabies vaccination
(ARV), rabies immunoglobulin (RIG) and a
tetanus shot.

Whois at n,L’ “Human popuh
inhabiting areas that sustain roaming
dogs are at e high risk of| bemg bitten,”
sy Harish Kumar Tiwari, of the Indian

Institute of Technology Guwahati, and
co-author of the One Health paper,
describing rabies as being a disease of the
poor and vulnerable. These are usually
daily wage workers, often living on the
margins of the society: brick kiln workers,
waste collectors, rural and remote

»

spaces of public use and place them in
shelters after they are sterilised and
vaccinated. Animal rights activists have,
ever since the court order, claimed that
this prospective programme is

“impractical” and “cruel”. According to
data available, there are 80 million free
roaming dogs in India and 20 million dog
bites per year, making rabies a large
public health problem.

Economics at play

Access to good quality, affordable
healthcare continues to remain
unavailable to large parts of the country,
out-of-pocket expenditure on health s
high, and families, to date, are pushed
into poverty due to medical costs. But
with rabies, finances play a role even
before health is compromised.

Take the case of a 59-year-old man in a
village in Assam (as recounted by the One
Health paper researchers), who died of
rabies after being bitten by a neighbour’s
pup. The pup was not immunised by the
family because of mnu.ll constraints. In
May 2023, the pup “attacked the victim
unprovoked, causi eep bite wounds.”
en though he was administered PEP
and RIG (at a private hospital because the
government one refuwd 1o hospitalise
him citing care by the

private nursing home, ranks foremost,”
states the One Health paper.

While the patient in this case faced
unacceptable delays in treatment, the
treatment itself - PEP and RIG
continues to remain out of reach for many
dog bite victims. A January 2025 study in
The Lancet Infectious Diseases, which
surveyed 3,37,808 individuals in 60
districts in 15 Indian States, found that
among those who had been bitten by a
dog, 20.5% did not receive ARV and
nearly half (49%) of those who received
one dose “did not complete their full
course of vaccination”, says M. K.
Sudarshan, member of the National
Technical Advisory Committee on Rabies,
one of the authors of the paper.

Doctors note that when it comes to a
small bleed or severe dog / animal bite,
the rabies vaccine alone is not enough. An
RIG that s injected into the dog bite
wounds is needed: RIG is life saving. But
the country suffers from a severe shortage
of RIG, and it is only used for bites that
bleed, not for a lick on a scratch, which
could cause rabies too, says Aniruddha
Belsare, assistant professor of disease
ecology at Auburn University, U.S. “Most
public health hospitals do not even have
doctors, leave alone RIG for bite victims,”

e says, forcing families to run from pllhr
try and obtain it. RIG is

staff”) he soon developed a headache,
high fever, began drooling saliva and
experienced difficulty in drinking or

ing arywhere

result,
mainly children under 15
(forming 40% of cases in India), are taken

exported,” he adds.
Hearteningly, recently, two novel
rabies monoclonal antibodies have been
produced in India. RmAbs are me.\per
than human rabies i but

P makes it a serious public health problem
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Rabies is endemic to India,
with the main reservoir of the
virus being dogs, and the
poorest, the majority of the
patients. Days, weeks or
months after a rabid dog bite,
if the vietim is not vaccinated,
death s inevitable. The
symptoms begin with paralysis
from the feet upwards,
typically followed by

cardio respiratory failure that
finally strikes the victims down

Doctors note that when it
comes to a small bleed o
severe dog | animal bite, the
rabies vaccine alone is not
enough. An RIG that is injected
into the dog bite wounds is
needed. But the country suffers
from a severe shortage of RIG
v

Increasing awareness about
washing wounds from animals
and seeking immediate

medical help, ensuring the

being new drugs, are currently under
phammm igilance and are yet to be
cluded in the national guidelines, says
. Sudarshan, who is alau the founder
president and mentor of the Association
for Prevention and Control of Rabies in
India.

Tackling the source

Even though India has one of the highest
populations globally of free-ranging dogs
(FRD) and the highest incidence of
dog:mediated human rabies, it “only
deploys Catch-Neuter-Vaccinate-Release
for FRD control as a humane alternative
to lethal methods, without evidence of it
working successfully,” the One Health
paper states.

So what is the solution?

“My advice would be that dog lovers,
who feed strays on the roads, should fully
support 20 dogs in their area, have them
neutered and regularly vaccinat
Dr. Belsare. Every city, municipality, gram
panchayat has o ensure a dog bite is
attended to with PEP and and also that
families are compensated for the
‘expenses they bear, he says. Dr. Tiwari
adds that we need “good quality shelters,
with closed and enclosed spaces for
homeless dogs.” Increasing awareness
about washing wounds from animals and

populations, farming communities. swallowing one month later. He then tolocal quacks who use substances such | seeking immediate medical help,
“Besides a lack of awareness of the became violent, and eventually died. as chilli powder and chalk to ‘cure’ the ensuring the vaccine and
dise is poor accessibility, “In the order of significance of the disease, Dr. Belsare says. immunoglobulin are available and

ase, there
affordability, and availability of PEP,” he
points out.

In November 2025, the Supreme Court

directed all States to remove stray dogs

actions that led to rabies death, the lack
of seriousness on the part of the hospital
staff to attend to dog bite injury,
prompting the patient to approach a local

G apart, even ARV, is in short supply.
“We need 60 million doses of ARV
ations. But India produces only 50
‘million, out of which 15 million are

va

speeding up procsses o make chepe
indigen s avallble,are ll erucal.

(divyagandhiathehimdisco.m

(vasmeen.afshan@thehindu.co.in)

I YIS URd # T U Araei-e W qUET & U A S 53 8
1. T 3R FIRIY R 75 &t St

vaccine and

are available across the length
and breath of the country and
speeding up processes to make
cheaper, indigenous drugs
available, are all crucial
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Dog Bite Risks

e Rabies virus spreads through
infected animal saliva.

e Early symptoms: fever,
headache, tingling at bite site.

e Later stages cause paralysis,
confusion, and breathing
issues.

e Wash wound with soap, seek
medical care immediately.

e Timely vaccines prevent

rabies, which is otherwise fatal.
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A year of dissipating promises for Indian foreign policy

he year 2025 began as one of

considerable promise for Indian

foreign policy. After 2024, a year that

was dominated by national elections
and political recalibration, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was expected to resume active
diplomacy, with a full calendar of bilateral visits
and multilateral engagements. Relations with the
United States were expected to be reset under the
second term of the Trump administration,
continuing from Donald Trump’s first term.
Long-running Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA)
negotiations with partners such as the United
States, the United Kingdom, Australia, New
Zealand and the European Union (EU) seemed
imminent, with commitments to complete them
by the end of the year.

Across the geopolitical divide, a new
engagement appeared to be taking shape with
China after years of a stand-off along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), especially after Mr. Modi’s
visit to China. Economic ties with Russia were
also at a high point: India’s oil imports from
Russia had surged to $52 billion, with U.S. and EU
sanctions pressure having eased. Regionally, the
government attempted to repair frayed
relationships by reaching out to the Yunus
administration in Bangladesh with a visit, in
December 2024, by the Foreign Secretary, Vikram
Misri, sending External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar to Pakistan (October 2024), engaging
the Taliban leadership in Dubai (January 2025),
and preparing for regional visits from Nepal, Sri
Lanka, and others. Five years after the Balakot
strikes and the reorganisation of Jammu and
Kashmir, New Delhi was also projecting
confidence in its security posture and its
deterrent capacity for terrorism from Pakistan.

However, many of those expectations for 2025
dissipated by the end of the year. India’s foreign
policy planners found themselves wrestling with
profound challenges across four interconnected
domains: economic security, energy security,
global strategic stability and regional security.

Economic and energy security

Instead of resetting India-U.S. ties, 2025 proved to
be the most difficult year of this century. Actions
by the Trump administration on tariffs,
immigration and sanctions pushed trust levels
back by decades. Washington’s decision to levy a
steep 25% reciprocal tariff on Indian goods hit key
labour-intensive sectors such as apparel, gems
and jewellery, and seafood. This followed from
the Trump first term, where India’s Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) trade privileges were
withdrawn.

To compound matters, the U.S. introduced a
25% surcharge on Indian imports of Russian oil,
effectively making India the most heavily tariffed
trading partner. Even if a forthcoming BTA
softens the blow, the losses in contracts mean
that factory-line closures and the retrenchment of
workers remain. Immigration restrictions,
particularly on H-1B visas, further undermined
remittances, a key pillar of India’s foreign
exchange inflows. Of all the trade deals on the
anvil, India signed FTAs with the U.K., Oman and
New Zealand. But the big prizes that leaders had
committed to signing in 2025, with the U.S. and
the EU, are still pending.

Ties with China and Russia remained tenuous
despite the iconic photo-moment of Mr.
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Modi-President Xi-President Putin holding hands
at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
Summit (September 2025) and the Modi-Putin
bear hug on the tarmac of New Delhi airport
earlier this month. While India-China
flight-visa-pilgrimage links were restored, more
fundamental security guarantees for the LAC
were not. Neither have economic investment
regulations been removed. The hours-long
detention of an Indian air passenger from
Arunachal Pradesh at Shanghai (November 2025)
has raised new concerns.

After three years of resisting western pressure
over Russian Ural energy imports, New Delhi
appeared to bend, after a new wave of U.S.
sanctions. Whether India will be compelled to
zero out its Ural imports — similar to how it halted
Iranian and Venezuelan oil imports under U.S.
pressure in the past — remains uncertain, but the
choice carries economic and reputational costs.
The India-Russia summit, that ended without any
major agreements in strategic spheres such as
defence, energy, nuclear and space cooperation,
disappointed all the hype preceding it.

Global and regional security

A central challenge for Indian strategists in 2025
has been the rise in global unpredictability. In its
2017 National Security Strategy (NSS),
‘Washington identified China and Russia as
“revisionist powers” seeking to undermine U.S.
influence and global stability. In contrast, the
2025 NSS presents a softened, more ambiguous
stance — avoiding direct mentions of China’s
aggression in the South China Sea and toward
Taiwan, and treating Russia with more caution
than criticism. The 2017 NSS hailed India’s rise as
a “leading global power” and “major defense
partner”, but the 2025 version offers only a
limited articulation of India’s role, primarily in
the context of Indo-Pacific security and critical
minerals. Given the short shrift to traditional U.S.
allies in Europe and Asia, any deeper alignment
with Washington, as had earlier been envisaged,
seems risky now. Mr. Trump's references to his
meeting with Xi Jinping as a potential “G-2" only
intensify concerns about India’s position in the
Asian power balance.

At the same time, global acceptance of the
Gaza and Ukraine peace proposals — both of
which critics argue favour the aggressors —
signals a weakening of the international
rules-based order. China’s rollout of a framework
for “Global Governance” reflects its ambition to
shape an alternative international architecture.
For India, this requires serious thought about its
own vision for a future global order, especially as
the UN’s failures at controlling conflict grow.

India’s immediate neighbourhood, which
initially appeared stable in early 2025, became
more volatile as the year progressed. The terror
attack in Pahalgam (April) was a grim reminder
that even with the security crackdown in Jammu
and Kashmir and past cross-border operations in
2016 and 2019, threats remain embedded. That
terrorists came hundreds of kilometres inside the
Valley to carry out the killings and escaped
should merit serious introspection. India’s
retaliatory Operation Sindoor was militarily
effective, but New Delhi’s diplomatic campaign
following the strike encountered setbacks. While
countries condemned the terror attack, few
openly supported India’s cross-border response.

Persistent questions — particularly regarding
speculation about the loss of Indian jets —
damaged India’s credibility, as the government
neither confirmed nor denied the reports.

Complicating matters were claims that other
countries supported Pakistan’s military actions.
While India set aside concerns over China’s role
in Pakistan Air Force strikes, ties with Tiirkiye
and Azerbaijan have nose-dived. The
announcement of a Saudi-Pakistan mutual
defence pact was an additional blow to India’s
regional calculus.

Mr. Modi’s declaration of a “new normal” after
the Pahalgam attack led to international worries
over rapid escalation of the next conflict in South
Asia. India’s restrained handling of the Delhi
blasts conspiracy (November 2025) eased some of
those worries, but the broader issue remains:
how will New Delhi respond to the next major
attack, especially with Pakistan’s political
landscape increasingly shaped by the
ultra-hawkish Field Marshal Asim Munir?

The 2024 regime-change protests in
Bangladesh and the 2025 Gen-Z demonstrations
in Nepal have created fragile transitional
governments, reducing predictability in India’s
periphery. With elections in both countries
scheduled for early 2026, New Delhi must
prepare to engage with new leadership that is not
necessarily positively disposed to it. With
Bangladesh in particular, the end of the year has
seen relations at their lowest ebb yet. The
elections in Myanmar, on December 28, will be
held on the Junta’s terms, despite New Delhi’s
best attempts at fostering talks with the deposed
NUG members and to ask for the more humane
treatment of Aung San Suu Kyi.

Lessons for 2026
Several lessons from 2025 stand out clearly. India
must recognise the limits of performative
diplomacy — warm embraces, highly publicised
summits and symbolic gestures such as awards
and leaders driving together in the same car do
not necessarily translate into tangible gains.
Performative aggression — threats to isolate or
boycott countries only mean something if other
countries join in. The government was sensible in
shifting its projection of India as “Vishwaguru”
(global teacher) during the G-20 year in 2023 to
“Vishwamitra” (global friend). But it must now
avoid slipping into the narrative of a
“Vishwa-victim”, blaming all others — American
sanctions, Chinese manoeuvring, Pakistan’s
machinations, or the “ingratitude” of
neighbouring states — for its disappointments.
New Delhi must stop being blind to its own
double standards too — concerns over the
lynching of a minority member in Bangladesh
can only ring true only if the Modi government is
prepared to condemn and stop similar attacks on
minorities in India. The same is true for concerns
about democracy and inclusive elections in the
neighbourhood. If rising Islamism in the region is
an issue, then how does the government
sanguinely sup with the Taliban? In 2026, with a
world turning increasingly transactional, India
can only bring up principles if it follows them
congistently, regardless of whether they pertain
to ties with geopolitical powers, or its own
neighbours.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in
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4. &g 3iR sriafve® JRem: 3w HgHfa & foamr faror

TEaTH 3! gHa (30T 2025) 7 fUBa ST (2016, 2019) & SAS[G Y& HHONRA! B ISR
foar:
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o YRd B! 99 ufaferar (3R RigR) ImRe 9 9 gt ot
o T, Belfad U 4, HRA U1 JH IR HRATS & 1T TS THH gIRIA o3 | fawd 87|
o UMl & THIAM & IR T TR ST 4 HRA B HUTHD G-I DI HHGIR DR |

mﬂﬁlﬁ?ﬁ:

o TP 3R ORIVH & 1Y forrsd dde|
o  T3al-UIfhEd &1 THENA 7 HRD B &1 YRS B FHSR & |
o TRACY], U, TR 3R U™ & Sea SRR A TS & &H SIFHIAT &1 fear g

d@ ¥ grgase fu T HEEyul waw
A. YRS ge-ifa &t g
o IH-TAT R THITH, Ul IhTeD SR MR T UB1RIBT Hifces TRUMAT &Y TR Tl 3 8 |
B. 3R Afds 3P R &) HHSIR Sl 8
o TSI I H AcUTTID! & YBRI 3R b TR HR pi fiang siiale fRRar & fomm Wrach
gl
o T SXAMAIE B AT HRd gU dIFTEM & 1Y JSTd TS TGl Be-iid bl SOIFR Bl
gl
c. "fifga Ut &1 SfEaw

o Ry I Ryt &) 3R T THFERT W1 o1, Afp fay-fifga wur Bt 3R gg1 woilt 8l

SlaTacel Bl HHSIR Bl g

e

2025 H HRA B faS2 ifd BT 3[THT U HaYd T &1 Wifebd BT 8: Th Wi, A-3 aTeit AT g
H oA & foAT UcltepdTe &0 e odl 8| UR SaRawd iR $oll SRIRET ¥ AR TSN B STRRURET 3R
Ay AT g & FAfAA BT AT AT ISl § - Jurdare, fRRdr sik dwimrd fayg-aar & fAfga
% G 6 $I A BT 3

S-S HRA 2026 T 3MF §¢7T, SUB! HeAldd THadl UHIRID! WR HH AR Rgidl & enamg & Iy
W HA, W Fvar & fafaear am ik &t 3@ ik afYyes W= 3F1 & fore e QRird =i

JIR B3 WR 34 AR Sl avft yRa snepien o fARaR UHa & 9ed IohdT g
UPSC T Utal dfaes

Y : "2025 H YR DI g Hifd A doll § d--¢ dTelt o
B IONR HR &1 8| AP Sid B |

b AR § YdllhdIa-GdTferd He-id bl Srrsfi
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% dfY® T Ufdd & TU H SHA B HRA D1 HTHI&T B SIFUT Ieerdd b1 TR 3 ge131 & BRI
T TR fasa=adr g &1 QT H--1 U 8T 8 | fay St Aeht woieh @reT) gRT 2024 % fow 9 sricpe)
& STIR, HRA 7 260 UidHd [IRAVUITES FhY (TUUW) Eof [T, ST AR RN a¥ gam & qad Sifd
g, T 3.6% P THRIEDHA R ¢ URA THE ARSI T TaRiarsit 31 Aot &1 TaRt = 36T 8
IR Ufaw ¥ Sfidifte qraeR! U dR- & T dOR g, T & ST &1 v R 9 &Sl &1 gl ol

Sfces AP URAST SR AT T HHT &9 T 3|
SIFRT Tu= &1 T9ET 3R Ui
1. @A Ay fRufa

o SIRT & A H YR Wi 3R gea ¥ 1 gHar & Y W g

o AT H 7d WM W §H & d1dsjg, YR $I Uefae! e
UIde I ©U ¥ 3= 91 &8 &

o TG U YUMANTd THWT &1 3R Bl g, 7 f Haa 9¢ gU
TRI&/UT T Teh 1Y |

2. BT & aut A fAfa v5m

o HEMRI & §I¢ & Sl H IaR-I¢Id fe@Tdl § Afp AR I=
TUUH X 3

o 2022:32%

o 2023:3.8%

o 2024:3.6%

o Waie AP SIfU Akt TR ([ATST) 2025 H YR (fGHR & 7ey
d® 1.5% JHRIADN) BT &A1 B! 8, 39 dRE b AcTDIeId

T B FaYUHIYd® ARSAT i o1 AMBT|
3. gTRfRufae! da-wR srawar

o St Afaard Tyeliel ae diftd T8l &:

o TSP WIW 3R P ol IHIH & fou Frcifad &= fear mar g

o T&P! Y T4 aTd TYTIE! P ITeR0l HHSIR Uddd 3R Ry &)
IR 6

o TRTTHSD UTHTE ol

o WA PIC P dgd WBRI Bl

e UG & U I e REGROAFGHIIR FReR TR [ah™ TR
Tche Bl dgrared gl
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Doping menace

India must make National Anti-Doping
Agency well-funded and independent

ne of the biggest impediments for India
0 in achieving the status of a global sports

power is strongly rooted in its dubious
distinction of being the table topper in dope pos-
itive cases for the third consecutive year. As the
country is set to host the 2029 World Police and
Fire Games and the 2030 Centenary Common-
wealth Games in Ahmedabad, the low-on-perfor-
mance and high-on-doping trend may prove de-
trimental to its aspirations of bidding for the
2036 Olympic Games. As in the 2024 figures by
the global watchdog, the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA), India logged 260 adverse analyt-
ical findings (AAFs) out of 7,113 tests, at 3.6%.
France (91) and Italy (85) were second and third
in terms of numbers. India, far behind China
(24,214), was seventh in terms of overall testing fi-
gures. Nevertheless, the National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) looks at the brighter side of the
picture, claiming that the higher positivity rate is
due to bigger testing numbers. In the post-CO-
VID-19 era, the AAFs and total number of samples
were 125 and 3,865 (at 3.2%), respectively, in
2022, and 213 and 5,606 (at 3.8%), respectively, in
2023.

NADA takes pride in stating that up to Decem-
ber 16 this year, it has carried out 7,068 tests with
fewer number of positive cases (110), at 1.5%. It
has adopted several measures, including aware-
ness drives and encouraging the use of ‘Know
Your Medicine’ app, to curb doping. There are
many instances of NADA officials pursuing ath-
letes and them trying to escape to avoid testing.
Such cat-and-mouse stories point a finger at the
sorry state of affairs and a deeper malaise within
the sports ecosystem that includes support staff,
who have been suspended for abetting doping.
Even as the Sports Ministry is addressing the con-
cern, it acknowledges that government jobs
through sports quota are a big lure for the ath-
letes to take shortcuts. It cannot be denied that
lucrative cash awards for big international me-
dals may also be prompting elite athletes to take
banned performance-enhancing drugs, despite
the risks of adverse effects on one’s health, over
the years. India has passed the National Anti-
Doping (Amendment) Bill, 2025, to add muscle to
its anti-doping efforts. Whether doping is trig-
gered by need or greed or ignorance, the coun-
try, under pressure from the International Olym-
pic Committee over the issue, should make NADA
a truly independent entity and provide more
funds to put up a stronger fight against this me-
nace, which has kept pace with modern scientific
developments.
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M 3R GRIFTT gAfaar
A. ST ¥TdTdT BT SHTT

o NADA BRIGR FiFvl § ®rf e g, o fidid sig 8 &
o fodi &1 caxa

o IIoHIfdP Gad

o U 3R Uad # It Tarid

B. TITYH 3R &HdT P HH

o SIftT & R doit I URTHd gId ST R §, ofd Wit 8§ Wi § IR |
o TRV, UM, WhaT TSR] Teha B 3R e & fog vafe $iR FRaR o 3t sirazadsdt gt
gl

C. STRTPIT gaTa 3R yfasT anmd

YR H SRR 3iiciftes affa (o) 3 S o1 9T 31 U @I 8
TR SIUT gierd 81 9 &

YR 1 3Nci(Ueh HSET! B! HE D &T3M Dl HHSIR DT

2! e UTeR 3R W HeAlfd Bl HHSR B

SRS TSt & Tycie Ft yrfier 3 vuifad w8
g1d @1 Hifa ufafesar: e weH, gHIYU T8t
o PR ST et (F2Mem) 8P, 2025 BT S BT A BT &, S AP 306 BT Hobd

odl g1 gTetifop:
o TR YYR & a1 BT UR W THTHS T BT ST ST & |
e UdcH TUraTI, Wadar 3R FaR® e Foiae $RE a9 gU |

3T &Y I8

SIftT & WaR & 0D T4 F e B o o, YR Dl I8 HAT I

W @] &t dsl W ATST 1 gl ifafid 3R HafEs Waadl YA &l
A TG0, SFHUM R RIS TgaNT & o fowitar e gl

HId STHD VDI J FaR® TR 7 F seara o, s i &
AR TR WR wydie fRign

Pl 3R TERH HHATRA! BT SfAard TATH

fapd UROMSHT Y B8 DA & T Wl T TehTgT SRS B GfaeiTd S|
fROd-seleR dF 3R GhaT- TR U= &1 Aoigd B |
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ST Had AfGdTd TUdicl gRT Th Afdd 9P el &, dich Vo UIRRUMADT dF & R T8 A
faeraraelt o1 ufafds 81 ST fb HRd Ay Tt SIS Y ASTEF BT TR § 3R T B T TR
3N gTaeR & F0 H R AT 18 8, FAye-igd, srRasar 3iR Tudlic BT &! Uge difersl IR
T d §f S 1R T | TP St el Toidt @ ardd | WdH S8R Wi U 9 o Uiftd 31 debfele
T8I % - U8 U IUFIAE IS §| Had U RGN, 3t ke § Jqred arelt 3R yfasy & fow dur
SIFHT A<t TR B YR Pt WA HAEATHIEN3N B 3T TMAR TR A FHGR 811 I 07 IHal o

UPSC T3 URT&IT 34T Uy

UY : BT GYRT 3R §¢ §U URIN & STa6G, HRA H SITUT IccioHl B Fot U1 &l DI of Tl 5| AP
ST Aeft TOit (FATST) & W 37 aTell TRIFTT SR IR et Al &t Sig HR | HRA & ST et
e DI TP YT 3R JHTE 9911 & IUTT G| (150 W)
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The urban future with cities as dynamic ecosystems

ities stand at the epicentre of global
C discourse, driving development,

policymaking, science, and technology.
Yet, amidst all the planning and progress, we
often overlook the most fundamental element:
the diverse people who inhabit these urban
spaces and make them home. The disconnect
between the cities we design, the cities we wish
to inhabit, and the cities we live in is the critical
missing link in our tale of interconnected
realities.

The invisible tax of exclusion

When individuals migrate, there is an unspoken
expectation of assimilation, often summarised as
“do what the Romans do”. Language emerges as
the primary, non-negotiable standard for
integration, necessary for communication and
alignment with the city’s linguistic identity. The
failure to meet this linguistic standard often
results in an invisible tax paid by “new residents”
and migrants from different linguistic zones.

This marginalisation reflects a systemic tension
between the vibrant, multi-lingual reality of
major metropolitan hubs and the emotional,
cultural and political expectations placed upon
those seeking a better life within them. The core
issue is about the validation of belonging within
the city that a resident calls home.

This “linguistic tax” translates directly into
economic disadvantage. Navigating a job search,
negotiating complex housing agreements, or
accessing essential government benefits or health
care becomes a bureaucratic maze when official
documents and primary communication
channels are monolingual.

This cultural and linguistic friction serves as an

GS UTUY 1: HILI LK
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Merely
designing better
infrastructure
will not deliver
the desired
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human element
of belonging

is ignored

economic roadblock. It often channels migrants
into the informal economy, where exploitation is
higher and opportunities for formal social
mobility are curtailed. Ironically, the city, which
relies heavily on the labour, skills and taxes
contributed by these new residents, structurally
denies them full and equal access to the very
opportunities and services they were promised.
The failure to integrate them linguistically and
culturally is a self-inflicted wound that
undermines the long-term social and economic
resilience of the city itself.

The fundamental flaw in modern urban
planning is the assumption of a static,
homogenous user base. Urban infrastructure —
the actual blueprint of the designed city — is often
conceived for the established resident, rendering
the new resident invisible. We design ‘smart’
cities, but they are often only smart for those who
already speak the right language and possess the
right documents.

This invisibility is compounded by a lack of
culturally diverse governance. When local bodies
and planning committees fail to reflect on the
cosmopolitan reality of the metropolis,
homogeneous perspectives inevitably dominate
plans for profoundly heterogeneous spaces.
Planning for schools, transport hubs or public
parks often misses the mark when planners do
not recognise, or account for, the needs of recent,
diverse demographic shifts.

Designing cities ‘for all’

The urban future we wish to reimagine must be
layered. Simply designing better infrastructure
will not deliver the desired outcome if the human
element of belonging is ignored. Cities are not

static blueprints; they are dynamic ecosystems.
We need to stop viewing them as spaces defined
by fixed, hard boundaries and start seeing them
as fluid entities with an infinite capacity to
expand, reconfigure and include.

To proactively bridge the cultural divide, city
planners must anticipate potential friction — the
clash between the ‘known’ and the ‘new’, the ‘us’
and the ‘them’. A small, targeted investment in
cultural sensitisation training for public-facing
staff could be the essential ingredient. This
training is not just about politeness; it is about
operational efficiency and upholding democratic
rights.

For any truly transformative change to
succeed, we must prepare for temporary
commotion on the path to greater development
and a better social outcome.

A city must be imagined, designed and
governed with all the inhabitants who call it
home: those who were born here, those who
have lived here for decades, and those who will
arrive tomorrow. We must design a city that is
dynamic enough to embrace future growth,
welcome diversity and encourage amalgamation
and regeneration.

The missing link

For an inclusive, sustainable, urban future, let us
commit to designing cities — not just for the
infrastructure they contain but for the people
that they are built to serve. The true missing link
in the tale of our interconnected realities is
empathy: the recognition that the comfort,
security and validated belonging of the lived
experience is the ultimate measure of successful
urban design.

SIS B YRV U HTH BT SR} [GdT 8 | HROH e | ded Hidfve uard
3R Aivpfas fafauar & JeH # 59 $Y= BT eI SIid B (150 Xe3)

EAB 21 T &b GRS uRad-i & ¥ Teh 8 | TR 31191 bad e Mfafafd & &g 78l §, afee sifed

AT - ARG fAH 3R IS RIF g S {14 HedTul, GHH 3R UgdH & SR od § | a9 "Tiasiid
OIRTRUfTS 0 & =0 T 6RT & 1Y Xes! HITS" Xex! [admRT & Th Hgayul aifch SRR SUferd Smard &l
Y[ T 7 - YTyt 3R AU Ao o1 Sfifdd erya, IRy =0 ¥ i 3R IR fde IftwhR & aY
& AT ¥ | 98 el FAeH & UgE §-ad! aia-dhfad Arsd &I Al gal & SR 31 oH-dbfd, IHma=h

3R 3l T8 TG &9 Bl HiT BT B

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r#.;f.m]

| unva | Q5o seces

a9 &1 gd db

G B! Harg diR 78 © & onyfas ex fSus iR arafdear & o Wa-d® fewh-de ¥ I ¢ |
STafd XeR fadm & fog yardt s ok fafaedr iR 9gd oif¥es Rk va & 3 Faifora ofk nfd 8id 8 o
f 9 U RRR, IO SMTaTE! Bt Ja1 HRd & | T§ S0 TaTdl R Th "3{e=T dx" Ual Hdl 5, [ay = J
HITE SRR & =4 H, Sl Jrroies JaHdl, e Tiaeiadr iR diedite Ugd & HHIR Bl g

THE e IR UHTN STt T
1. TF TATHS 94T &S U H HTUTS SfeShur

o UV B! Had Ud AP AP HIHR & =0 U g dfew fad AR Ugd & e & U H Ud {ohaT SIrar
21 T HT 2 yomet:
o FIBRAL, AN, WA GEHTT 3R HedT0l 9 Ugd DI Ufdaid |
o TAIRMA & o TH-¢71 &1 ANTT dQId|
o 4D B SATANG SrdaaRT T Yo, Vel 3R AT BT Holgd HRAT|
o T8 Y STy TR 1| (XA 3R HINS 1) SR STy TR | (@0 3R Tar) J JST g g
2. givpfad gyur & rffe ufomy

o G TP WY HRUN T KT Bl @

o SHIYARGA — HINTS 3R RSP SSHRUT — B U] — HISID T=iTaar § HHT|

o U8 AR IEHR F U IHY HHAT 5, STg! WeR DI YaRH YHD! T A Gl &, AfchT JHH
HIER T Z9HR HRa1 § - U [ARRAUTHN St SrdapTfere et Tty & HHSIR Sl g

o ST U Il (FHGRT fam, M= &4, 41 Tg) & fag urifies |

3. 3 frae o Ffequt uromg
o TANIRS®IT HYF P 3T FRd §U, Th FRR 3R "311exf Iugieratl #-H & fog 2ret e &t

STARAT &1 STl 8 | IRUTHER=U:

o T TR "FFHE T F WE" &7 A &

o IS Gl O I AN B [MTHS 81 fohal 71 § Folds U HTSTS 3T g¥arast goil Ta! ¢ |

o AW AT IHRAT VBT adfdeparaii o1 siaid ¢ # fAwd I8! g

o T TP TN YA fAwmad &l gwifar § - ufafAfia & fomm aeqn s, Sieg 9uR 11 (@8t e,
T Hem) 9 STl

4. g8 A § ApdifAe °reT

o fofa o ara el § ORefae fafauar @) srufRufa & FRU gl 8:

o TAW UG GRI &5 5 Aed|

o VAR STERdl B gl

o HifoRTd X1 3R TSI aRdfdehdl & sg Teld I |

o UG T TP Bl IY Hdl ¢ [ WS THIARM Had ATHINID -ifd 6! § diedh AlbdiHd AaagHhd g |
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e 9d=

o TR PN HAGR @A Ahs): TeR! B gt FamRed & yrfier, uga ok Jefid g1 gAfd S
AMRT, A fo had B! AT IRBIdD a1 I |
o d B TeT 11: THTARN, JRf&, i 3R fewrs: weR|
o MBS FHIA: AT JHIEAT & =0 T HINT U, ATdoi-e Jard 3R ARRS |
o TFA-GHiad ABHUL: FHATE! i I W TR, TeTgHfa 3R Sifad srya &t 3R 961l
G T AT T 3R BT I

o TN Bl TRl aikfRufae dF & FU T ugarHI, 7 fos fAfYd dwireif & w0 4|
o W A S AP IId SR SRS I URTcH o il IR $HRal 5|
o SRW UG & AaeHe AHABING! BT TRBfAD R UTHTS HdeA=iTerar

e fafaedr &1 g=1i+ arelt wHTa=f ier1 ufehany|
g1 AT AT o folU Sedahifeld SqauT &1 Widpid |

e

g U qHIg® HTHAT ST ¢ b U Thd eR &l Ue! AT ST fifast a1 e gfard! afan T8l g,
§fcsh T8 3T AN Bl UG B aTal 30U &1 fSUT 8 | Sfgthvur &1 5t g8 anTal 3iR ddh-1ah! eXIHrul
&1 13T B ISR HRop, g ifa FATarsll ¥ et feomea & Teryfa, JHaRdT iR srea=itad &
R § Hid FRA BT MTUE Rl g1 YRA & AT - T U7 < Sl dIoht o BT WA HT AT HR I8 © -
e’ B! ofifaa, guoh uffawt 03 & =0 7 R @ weuar H31 dsfdus 78! 8, afews fedrss 8k
Aepdie T Hidw & T g B
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