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Imphal erupts as march to Raj Bhavan is foiled

Protesters were stopped by security personnel,
leading to scuffles; 5 injured and hospitalised

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

along the way by security
personnel, leading to scuf-
fles. Five protesters were

They were protesting over an alleged insult to
the identity of the State, its pride and respect

Sunday to protest against
the “failure” of the Gover-
nor to apologise and the

Influential organisation had called for civil disobedience
campaign and public boycott of Governor Ajay Bhalla

with the officials of the Un-
ion Home Ministry the fol-
lowing day. The meeting

mphal, the capital of reportedly injured and government’s “reluctance”  seeks to initiate follow-up
l Manipur, descended hospitalised. to remove the three top action on the resolutions
into chaos on Sunday The Governor has been officials. adopted during the Mani-
as people protesting Manipur’s administrator pur People’s Convention
against the alleged “under-  since President’s Rule was ‘Deeply concerning’ held in Imphal on May 3,
mining” of the State’siden-  imposed on February 13 af- The COCOMI condemned  on the second anniversary

tity clashed with security

ter N. Biren Singh resigned

the actions of the security

of the ethnic conflict.

personnel during a march  as the Chief Minister. The personnel. The COCOMI said the
to the Raj Bhavan. COCOMI has been cross “The deployment of agenda for the meeting
The clash followed Sa- with Mr. Bhalla for not such aggressive crowd con-  would also include “a pu-

turday’s call by the Coordi-
nating Committee on Mani-
pur Integrity (COCOMI), an
umbrella body of Meitei or-
ganisations, to participate
in a civil disobedience
campaign and boycott of
Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla.

Scores of protesters res-

apologising for an incident
in which security person-
nel allegedly made a team
of journalists and informa-
tion officials mask the
words “Manipur State
Transport” displayed on
the bus they were travell-
ing in on May 20.

The incident, which oc-

district, was viewed as “un-

Closed off: Security personnel stop protesters near the Raj Bhavan in |

ogy from the Governor and

T & Y 3
mphal on Sunday. AFP

tor-General of Police Rajiv

trol measures against un-
armed civilians, including
women, is deeply concern-
ing,” the organisation said,
demanding that such “hos-
tile” actions by security
forces must immediately
cease and be thoroughly
reviewed.

The organisation also

blic apology from the Go-
vernor for the perceived
insult to the people of Ma-
nipur,” resignation or im-
mediate transfer of the
Chief Secretary, the Direc-
tor-General of Police, and
the Security Adviser, “all of
whom are viewed as in-
competent and responsi-

ponded to the call and curedat Gwaltabi whilethe = dermining the identity of the resignation of the Singhwithin48hoursfrom said a seven-member dele- ble for making anti-State
marched towards the Raj team was travelling to the  Manipur, its name, pride State’s Security Adviser = Wednesday midnight. gation of its members will  decision, which has added
Bhavan to stage a protest,  Shirui Lily Festival in the and respect”, making the  Kuldiep Singh, Chief Secre- The civil disobedience leave for New Delhi on to the deteriorating
but they were stopped Naga-dominated Ukhrul ~COCOMI demand an apol- tary P.K. Singh, and Direc-  campaign was launchedon ~ Monday to hold a meeting  situation”.
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1. YT B HSHMH aTaT:

o 2013 I Res forelt Heloya & forw g Urfora e & R, JReT HiHa) 3§ Hidd IR W Th
Tifear 1 &I U a9 IR AR 50 URagT” Weg f§uM o fag AoieR faa|
o U I P I DI UgdH 3R JYYAT & UcIbIAD UHF & =0 H o@r T, s annt o
3{TehIRT T T

2. ccMI 1 ufafsrar:

o TR ESAT R -G FAfA (CCMI), Th el Hdg ARG A (e, 7 afea
3T S YR faran SR ISqUTE o1 FHR U & SeSHR BT ATEH b

CCMI = ITUTH & AT A 3R I & IR 3ifUBIRAT Bl e &Y 7N B

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,goA ] \ r.z'anwm]

UMIYA | \NJ i services

3. URIf® gEyf:

o o T, §RA Rig & SXit & 916 13 BRaS 4 AiOgR H Ay ufd <meH arL 3|
o YU 35T HHR HEA YRS THE & ST H 1Y PR W & |

4. &I THa:

o AR FH T YRABRY Ao B R A IR I} U, A JRem Fa A I A foar,
IR AR T RS AR RIEY

o TTT AN U 81 7Y 3R Ig 3ruard H Yl srran T, gt Hs-fa=ur & e faru 1 emeerme
IO TR =i SdTs 15|

5. {7} 3R 3T HH:

o T gfug did. Rig, St Ioha Rig ok JReM TARHR Fadiu Rig &1 dabld Sxwl a1
GEIESI

o IUUTA Bt 3R W ool =0 F ATHT |

e 373 &I AR TY S~ & URATd! R 3fIdd! PHRATs & ol CCMI &1 UfafAfidsd it o
$HAIT TG TATT & MBI F firen|

fazayor & fore qe;:
1. Hg-IST G

. wgqﬁw%mlwvw 3R ITUTA GRT T8 IR Aidbdite ufafitia iR It dgeas & ar o
Hdlel 3oldl g
o &% GRIFgad TSI & Ul R SHfay asfta Rierd! & 9¢1 Il g

2. ANTIR® FqaTdr S99 GREMT:

o ifayel vl @fgarst afitd) & A §@ &1 TN S 3R AR Yadq 3R ARIRG
TYBRI BT Y& & &I gfaeT B! IR HRl |
o 3MHTHSG HIs D0 & Rl & HRUT YR&f B! & forT STaraes! dF & saudwdr g

3. U9 3R & WagA=fiaar:

o TR S Yuy-Haga=iie AT B, UdieTdrd S1 (SR AT AT &1 19 f5ur) T41d &) 9¢1 9abd g |
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4. YRTH® Jd1acs!:

o 3MEHAT FT AT oo gU XM SHTABIRAT BT g™ B CCMI BT AR ST 3R TR & oid {4 Bt
B BT Ybd il B
o U A R FASAHD TEHTRIT & AIBRRATET A &1 YD BT e TR B ATaRISHdl 5|

Ao

o IR DI YeATd i B ADHdT 3R NG TU ¥ YA &3 H A DI Al HI X@ifed
TR ¢ | Pard R I5g TR BT TH-dbfod 3R TgrIyfaqut eBHIvn So=mT A1feT, a8 A e
1R T TR fofg UReRl iR R uga™ & ufd IwHgef g1 AR & =md wifa &
YaTe, Taracg! 3R ae-=id - & A1eqd 3 fayr &1 gafam omawas |
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BT &1 H AP SIS Ta6YT (TTSIY) & e H TUMHHI A5 Hict 3 ST SuHT & R & w0
SIfA 0T &7 THYT HRd gU THIaRN fad & ol IRER & ufdeasdl alesls | 98 991 offfd 3R 8RN W

5 & 3¢-1S Aifg fafor & te J0rifas Seara &) sxiiar g
Caste count a means to include those left behind: PM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
caste enumeration an-
nounced as part of the de-
cennial Census was a step
towards his government’s
model of bringing the mar-
ginalised and those left be-
hind in every field into the
mainstream of
development.

Addressing a conclave
of Chief Ministers and De-
puty Chief Ministers be-
longing to the National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA),
Mr. Modi said the success
of Operation Sindoor was a
reaffirmation of  the
achievements the country
had made in its push to-
wards self-reliance, under-
scoring the accuracy and
precision of indigenous de-
fence technology.

Sources present at the
meeting said Mr. Modi

@ 91d:

4

&
Big meeting: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Bihar CM Nitish
Kumar during an NDA conclave in New Delhi on Sunday. pTi

asked leaders to avoid the
tendency to speak out of
turn, a likely reference to
more than one Bharatiya
Janata Party leader making
contentious remarks about
the Pahalgam terror attack
and Operation Sindoor.
The conclave is a regu-
lar event held over the
years, where Chief Minis-
ters make presentations of
best practices being fol-
lowed by their govern-

1. GHTAYH & AU & =Y § SIfd IT0MET:

o TYHAT HICH 7 Sfd SRT0MT B fAHSHSR] IoHITd & Jied & U H a1, afcp "8 a7 # Use”

ments for replication in
other NDA-ruled States.

Two resolutions were
passed at the meeting —
one praising the Indian
armed forces and the lea-
dership of the Prime Minis-
ter over Operation Sindoor
and another on the deci-
sion to undertake a caste
census by the Modi
government.

The resolution on Oper-
ation Sindoor was moved

by Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Bhajan Lal Sharma and
seconded by Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde, while the re-
solution on caste census
was moved by Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini and seconded by
Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Shinde, who is al-
so the leader of BJP ally
Shiv Sena, said, “The
world needs to hear India’s
resolve (through Operation
Sindoor) loud and clear -
whoever dares to provoke
India will be wiped out.
The strength of our de-
fence forces is the impene-
trable shield protecting the
nation.”

Briefing media after the
meeting, BJP president J.P.
Nadda said that through
the resolution on the caste
census, it was being clari-

TG &1 Iga &R 3R I8 HWR 36 & Rk & U A daR |

fied that the NDA “does not
believe in caste politics but
caste enumeration will
help those left behind in
different fields to develop”.

“Enumerating caste was
always part of our political
imagination and it was an
NDA government, under
[Bihar] Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar, which had pro-
posed to do this first,” Mr.
Nadda said.

The third Narendra Mo-
di government will be com-
pleting a year on June 4,
with the NDA completing 11
years in power with Mr.
Modi at the helm, which
will be marked on June 9.

“We will on June 25 also
be marking the 50th anni-
versary of the imposition
of Emergency in India, and
will on this occasion again
see who worked to sus-
pend democratic rights in
the country and who de-
fended these values,” Mr.
Nadda said.

o TE AT BTl 3R JTHTG T W Higd Sel-aanierd JE- Alsd & Iy IRRAd g
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2. TASIY FY WrerIfae fRufa:

o YTOIOT g SLUY. AT 7 WY o o TSI Sfd-enenia ot &1 T\ 81 &Rl 8, Afde Sifa
O 1&g -SMYTRT el Dl J&m| B |
o 35 Y fGAR &1 Ul fegR & A i $UR J T, fOR™ Tode & dd I ¥ 9 31138 ]e

CaRv(AE]
3. iTa¥ RigR iR i gRar:

o T H HTRTH RIR Pt Twhadt &1 W Sy T4/ 741, e ST R &1 8 &dl 3R
JUHId® TElHhdl Bl SR B o [org fbar |
o« TT SR IR T HAT - AP YRe TR DY Ao HAT 3R USTHIH 3! g7 & I oo

Uehdl &l S&ral STl

4. MIER Aqd W Hew:

o DM AT J Ut Adref & IR-HICRMT 99! ¥ §9 & Adia-1 <, gTd &l § g3 3Mdd! gesi
& 91¢ faareRyg fewfory &1 deH <d §U, I8 &8 IWBHR & AN & RSAM! H SR 3R JTdar
I UM P I B SidT o

5. YD ISP RSAT:

e UE UG HIGI PR & 3.0 R TS & 11 A & HRIBTA & THIHT U I I 8 W 81 5! g
o STUTAHTA BT 500 TS (25 ) P HTTH VRN Bl A diD T IR ITH! & & g yroran
! Ui &1 I8 fea™ & U § @7 o 361 6|

el o1 fazayor:
1. STIfl 0T & ATSOH A XRI:

o Ifd SRTUAT &l THHR B Bl 3R dedld WHR gRT IHRIAS HRaTs AR @adl/gadh I W
TSR -3 SRHFIAT3il &) Uga+ & ot U agTRe HeH ol Siar g

o A ST dEdR HoUTU ARTHRI, AR&TUT Hifd JHI&T 3R A fab™ TS 594 & Heg B Jhdl ©,
TR STErT 3R JU-afidd s s Wig! & foru|

2. AT AT 3R IeHIfa® dexddl # |aqa:

o ST IS H TISIT FT STBR 3R SR fichs! BT HH, T A GJa-TdRI B BT ATl
g - IC d% B IS & VB0 F Tad §U ST B AHTOIS aRdfadbdTsl & WibR BT
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3. IR H YgHR! Judle:

o TISU & G GRT SR e & fu Faiad snarg wqd 31 &fds duarg & 4o &l
IR BT & - S8T o7 Ufaegei B & Fold MY TR IR JgaIT H3d g |

4.?T@'!T'\5?&I'r3ﬁ'\’3ﬁ?lﬁ$mz

o SHTRTA RigR &1 ITINT IS SR IS §aH & =0 H fobar I @7 &, S FAuiasd Ag@ ik
Wt T Xfad & R &I g¥ axdl |
o T8 9B WAkl R & disd HRb AR =M (o, AR faxie) & & gem & f e sxar gl

e

o A TOMT &1 G URT & QT Aifd famet # te Agayul faem &I gxifdl 81 S9-o THeie
IRPHR T WY ISHIdD Hid & TR & B9 Ugd I8! ¢, T8 THIATRIT, JRET 3R Adbdis Jedl &
M HRAMT B! TDHIPHd B BT YA IR @] ¢ | TS Sfd ST Yag=itadr 3R aReRidr 4 o
Y <l I8 qHAES fAHh & il T gRadeR! T1e- 99 b« g
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India, Maldives to review
economic and maritime
security partnership

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and his Maldi-
vian counterpart Abdulla
Khaleel will on Monday
take stock of the imple-
mentation of the India-Mal-
dives comprehensive eco-
nomic and maritime
security partnership.

Mr. Khaleel, accompa-
nied by a high-level delega-
tion, arrived in Delhi this
evening on a three-day vi-
sit. It is his third trip to In-
dia this year.

The India-Maldives vi-
sion document on compre-
hensive economic and
maritime security partner-
ship was adopted by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu in Oc-
tober last year.

Foreign Minister Kha-
leel’s visit is in continua-
tion of “intensified high-le-
vel political exchanges”
between India and Mal-
dives, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) said
announcing his trip.

The Maldivian delegation led by Foreign Minister Abdulla Khaleel,
left, being welcomed upon arrival in New Delhi on Sunday. Ani

It said Mr. Khaleel will
lead Maldives at the second
High Level Core Group
(HLCG) meeting to oversee
progress in the implemen-
tation of the India-Maldives
vision document on com-
prehensive economic and
maritime security partner-
ship. Foreign Minister Kha-
leel will also hold bilateral
discussions with External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar, it said.

“Maldives is India’s key
maritime neighbour and
an important partner in In-
dia’s ‘Neighbourhood
First’ policy and vision MA-
HASAGAR that is Mutual

and Holistic Advancement
for Security and Growth
Across Regions,” the MEA
said in a statement.

The ties between India
and the Maldives came un-
der severe strain after Mr.
Muizzu, known for his pro-
China leanings, took
charge of the top office in
November 2023. Within
hours of his oath, he had
demanded the withdrawal
of Indian military person-
nel from his country.

There was a thaw in the
relations as Mr. Muizzu
vowed to boost the bilater-
al ties with India during his
visit to Delhi in October.
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Uqd UcHIshH:
1. I0Mfa® fguefa amat:

o 2024 H WA B! AR} HRA I Sl <2 & o9 = Ya! I Wi AsHifae HifieRt &l gxifal gl
o T IETH S AT IR THE JR&M W HYad VDI Bl AN B W A dbfad HRd gy fgaa
I WA HR YU (TauedTol) 966 H URiiaR! =i g

2. YRd-HTadIg oo gxarde:

o SfFTSR 2023 H UL Hidt R YUl HigHE G3o gRT U T U8 GxTdS G Igdiv, gl
2 & AP, IR 3R YRET JealT & oY TIRAT TR HRAT ¢ |

o TE 'USH UBA" 3R "R (@F § Tt & forw JRam 3R fawm) & arel Wl & dgd "Iadid & Ay
3T ATRIERT B TR T & YR & YA HI ST 8 |

3. JTeifa® gEYf:

o M FHYS T O dTel AFUT HI9L GRT TR 2023 H UGHR UV R & Jid §1G HIeigd I YR
D! B ATt BI T & 916 fgueh deey el 81 T U
o TP, I8 Y 9 P! HRA T Tfed Se-ittad varl J et 7 digh Tt o g

4. HRd & IR fa:

o WY fic AENITR &7 (3ME3N3IR) H T Aeayul Y-Iurifaes fRufy @dr €, St 39 YRd & 99
S ST, TS Sdhalt fax1el T 3R i et ArTl ! qRef & o He@yul a1 g
e TP AGed JieRt AT 1 ¥ HRA & G fUsars § o & dgd UHTE B AT o Jobdl 8

gﬁmﬁ&ﬁw
1. TS YT TEANT:

o TRIER! MR T TP Y YR&T USIdl & U H BRI d3- & YR & I P gl 3
o TS Y& Ul H G 31T, AT TR, BT SRNfthes qaeruT 3R emar fafor 2nfia g

2. Y-Iorifa® fEdl ot Agfera o

o TIAEIT & A URA BT JSd G201 TR & 94 faRief xomifa &1 f= g1
o TACHd BI faew Hifd F fRR UHfA BIe-I el & TR 3R URA Pt AR Iive UTaR 3R

fABMIIHS Ugd SN [a Pt A B LWifhd Bl gl
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B.Wﬁﬁﬁ:
Ifed e AR, HRd &1 Feiid & THE SUHU 5|
o YRA ORI SREAT! & GHIEe TR & ol 37 WAl Bl e e=gdH, RPbre iR R 0 ¥
AIYHBRI ST ST A8 |

4. fas &1 A8 HENIR:

o YURd B! [AHRIT 1 X5T AT UM fd GReaf, S THidhRur 3R & FRURdT &1 Y@ifdd el
. %ﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁwﬁ%ﬁmﬁam@nm@%
e
o HRJ-HIIGT faeH a¥drdel PI FHlET e HERNR H Faeid! Y-ISHifded Tia=ierar & o9 feuefia
Geelf BT ASTgd B BT Th AUl AR g | STafdh FAIal o1 8% &, GRINTd o, fahrrets geifd

3R IUFIfA® Tae & Ay ¥ FRR JS19 T8 AT S for Aracia URd &t Il 3R &t
U § e fayaig yriieR s R |
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3AR®T &M Gthar Toidt & fayaamdt JaRT Sfidbed 2025 4 YR & U Jak &1 YRS, 0w
Trfimarst SR T SMYFdIeH o Yaril &l X@ifed faar 81 Ruid # 99 & yRd &1 wyfies favieh samn
a1 8, J&fh Ulfdhea &l U Ueea fgdiasd Wak & ©0 § < T g1 S0 YR &I I&T HeAltd, e,

SRR & farg 3R facw ifa & Yorifas waradar o it usr Sren g |

India views China as ‘primary adversary’ and Pakistan
more as ‘ancillary’ security problem, says U.S. report

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India views China as its
“primary adversary” and
Pakistan more an “ancil-
lary” security problem to
be “managed”, despite
cross-border attacks in
mid-May by both India’s
and Pakistan’s militaries,
while Pakistan regards In-
dia as an “existential”
threat, the U.S. Defence In-
telligence Agency (DIA)
said in its Worldwide
Threat Assessment 2025
report.

“Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s defence priori-
ties will probably focus on
demonstrating global lea-
dership, countering China,
and enhancing New Delhi’s
military power,” the re-
cently released report said.

On Pakistan, the report
said it would continue to
pursue its military moder-
nisation effort, including
the development of battle-

@ 91d:

Flash point: The disengagemen!

t from Depsang and Demchok did not resolve the longstanding dispute

about border demarcation but reduced some tension. PTI

offset India’s conventional
military advantage. Pakis-
tan was modernising its
nuclear arsenal and “al-
most certainly” procured
WMD-applicable  goods
from foreign suppliers and
intermediaries, it stated.
Taking note of the Pa-
halgam terror attack on
April 22 and India’s strikes

1. HRd 91 W B YR

o I B YRA HT &7 WHITGH R § fRIt 71 ST 8, Wa Taa Feul ofR dErd | 9d I8
91 ggl & 1|

under Operation Sindoor
and the military confronta-
tion over the next three
days, the U.S. DIA said that
to counter Chinese in-
fluence and boost its global
leadership role, India was
giving priority to advanc-
ing its bilateral defence
partnerships in the Indian
Ocean region through ex-

z

sales, and information
sharing.

“India also has in-
creased trilateral engage-
ment in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion and actively
participates in multilateral
fora such as the Quadrilat-
eral, BRICS, Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation

and Association of South

(ASEAN),” it added.

On India’s relations with
Russia, the U.S. DIA said
that India would maintain
its relationship through
2025 because “it views its
ties to Russia as important
for achieving its economic
and defence objectives and
sees value in the relation-
ship as a means to offset
deepening Russia-China
relations.”

“Under Mr. Modi, India
has reduced its procure-
ment of Russian-origin mil-
itary equipment but still re-
lies on Russian spare parts
to maintain and sustain its
large inventory of Russian-
origin tanks and fighter air-
craft that form the back-
bone of its military’s ability
to counter perceived
threats from China and Pa-
kistan,” the report stated.

India almost certainly
would continue promoting
its “Made in India” initia-
tive this year to build its
domestic defence industry,

cerns, and modernise its
military, the report said. It
said India continued to
modernise its military in
2024 — a test of the nu-
clear-capable developmen-
tal Agni-I Prime Medium
Range Ballistic Missile
(MRBM) and the Agni-V
multiple  independently
targetable reentry vehicle,
while also commissioning
its second nuclear-po-
wered submarine to
strengthen its nuclear triad
and “bolster its ability” to
deter adversaries.
Referring to the agree-
ment between India and
China in October 2024 for
disengagement from Dep-
sang and Demchok, the re-
port noted that the disen-
gagement did not resolve
the long-standing dispute
about border demarcation
but reduced some tension
still lingering from a 2020
incident when troops on
both sides were killed in a
clash along the Line of Ac-

o TIfhEaH, gTaifep 3 +ff Far uR 3deare &1 9id g, afT 38 IfRIaid Wk & 99 U “Tgdh”

A AT S RETB
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2. AT MYFABIHUT IR AT:

o YRd & MMEAMHRAT o Tufiiehdr ¢ 8T §, 31U WRHTY FH0 B 561 8T § 3R 31f-v MRBM 3R
TRAY] Tgfeal o We2 Wewid & Ao &2 W3 |

o IWPHR I &F H AP 37 SISAT Ugd DI 311 hR =4 gIUARI W R BT H7 FH1 9RY 9 gU
gl

3. T80T 3R grfve Ppe-ifa:

o YRJ UgTd 31, SRR TEANT 3R Ghal STHGRT A1 H & HiegH ¥ fég 8RR &7 (IR) |
RETIREAS I FHNE RG]

o T8, foa, TaRfiel SR SR Y sguefia Hel #f §¢t g8 WileR URd &1 A% Heammien iR
e I U DY g2 R

4. HRd-d IdY:

o 2024 W UNIT 3R SHAF | faued § a1d &H gafl, A sfaf-ifed I Hinie faare & ga A &
[CLREG]

e YRd TATH! TR TE19 I8 3@ 3R fardit off gfs & fore R 3 & o faRr® emanstt & o= &
SR} TG g |

5. YRA-&F GHIHIUL:
o T ORI & 3mard § fRIge & srave, YR e SR e S=dl & fo &0 & 1Y I0Hifade

Ty gAY 39T 3 |
o U IYJAHRI 1Y BT T AP Fe-itd B YR BI Wradl Hi I8 R §U Fgdl - (e
DI FIR BT H B

el o1 fazayor:
1. HIRA & &1 Rigia ® Yorifas gite:
o TfPTH-Ffod 3@ § HH-Ffad Saiiers TR & YR § U6 WY 9514 ¢ |

. %lﬁg%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂﬂ%mumﬁ%,mﬁw, 3R, T SR I ST aTd S
M B
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2. qg¥ Ui 3t gl iR uferiy e

o RUIE yRa & -0 Bt UG Y Wrifae Ridar & gy =t 8, w99 mufie § 8k wifear
RS TR g

o IO I, WA UFRIY SR 3 <=0 & W1 SiaR-Tarer YR &1 JRef wfafshar & fore deta g
3. 331-0RIf® 3k Tgueliy gore:

o HIS 3R NMRTM & WeEH I Z1-URhes T YR P Afhg YA Toaeq-TuRd J0MHfae gfaRiy
@1 3R geard Bl il 8|

o &3 R e Wfdd & U H YR & 3¢ T & HeAld Th T SUHRU & 7% |
4. JHIfa® T iR & @ie:

. %T%Tﬁ SIid o STas[g ¥ & 1Y YR o oy faczr ifd § Jorifasd Wraeddl & Rigia & Y@ifed @
|
o TORTa e gt Gl &1 §IY XEd §U SmaTd FRdl & 0 $HRA1 T U@ A1 Td g 91 g5 6|
e

e YUY S3ME.U P Ui U URafdd HRATT UM AMRIGT B Xaifbd Bl § - S - I
Srfem1feres vometiTa ufaget & U H @l 7, BRe I Ufdd W &M dHfad HRal g, 3R 3o &g ok
Ay guTa 1 RAIT T3 & T Iguelia Teert & Ifthd T F 3T Serdl ¢ HRA Bt SHRCT &
3R fagar ifa @t fRufa gurdare, =it oiR Waradr & AR T ddford @I & gl 8|
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IRl | Jaidh g &F gl aia 3R 3fid URad &1 a8 & 38T G, Frontier of
TeX NG -ISHifae T, Sdd a1d SR gaiarur dedft [iang fawe ONET Ol Progress
' India must recognise the northeast’s
hat unity in diversity is India’s strength
1% T might sound clichéd, but it is as true as
H—@' ﬁﬁm: evel. Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
o Summit 2025 last week, cited the diversity of In-
3|Tf% 3ﬁ? W —G!-HT ﬁa’—r\q. dia’s northeastern region to underscore the vast
1. ° diversity of the country. The northeast is rich in
. . its location, topography and complex histories
L @?ﬂ W, l‘[a:[ SG”&aﬂ gﬂ, q\?ﬁ?ﬂ ﬁg ItIS a‘ﬁ'{ '|é %E' Gﬁq E—Q'rsc T—IW make it a unique space. But its numerous linguis-
a@. .El.r”. . qﬁtﬁw . ﬁa.ql. 3ﬁT w tic, tribal and cultural affinities can be a source of
§I |E| | él m Gﬁ % wu q,_\ai El E % conflict within the Indian state. At times, these
%I-Q w Il—ga-qpf m g9 W conflicts can be violent as the one in Manipur,
% l which erupted on May 3, 2023, and is still sim-
) 3 i The Modi government and State governments in
ﬁ'a'!{[ GRS a’ﬁ a;)D[ &n’{ Gﬂ% 'q'ﬁw f[ dgdld Dbl ﬂ'a)_d a’a % | the region have sought to turn the region into an
attractive destination for investors and tourists.
The Sela Tunnel in Arunachal Pradesh, the Bhu-
of 11,000 kilometres of highways, extensive new
rail lines, more airports, the development of wa-
terways on the Brahmaputra and Barak rivers,
) ?:IE' 833[ W §E qﬁ@- % FIE?[ aI&FUT q\d: Q—&TC” a; I%IQ ‘l-ﬂ_\’_d % m the expansion of mobile telephony, and a 1,600-
9 F&IWT \_)'”Fﬁ ment has built on the initiatives of its predecessor
Bl SR % | on - United Progressive Alliance governments.
-q-dz:[ AMUOR 3 ﬁ? W gﬁ-q-ﬁﬂ- = Mr. Modi has also sought to settle many a con-
¢ ! eld aﬁ S G T Y Ixd a; 5 Sl flict in the region in the last decade. The Frame-
August 2015, although nebulous now, the Bodo
Peace Accord and the Bru refugee settlement
. . (both in January 2020), and the rollback of the
3. m WHTHI 1 a; UYTA: Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from a larger
. nalling the Centre’s intent. The change in percep-
e NSCN (IM) a; Yy W ﬂﬂgﬁﬂ'{l @@' Q”Ia ﬂﬂgﬁ?ﬂ' 3-ﬁ? QW tion about the northeast and its green cover has
. . o . led to a surge in tourism and attracted invest-
a@- Q”l%' Usd Fﬁ SHY @ gl AT QE‘I REPCI ﬁ Bd aiQel % I%m W ments, headlined by the Tata Group’s ¥27,000-
crore semiconductor plant coming up in Assam.
@I ufdegar & guidt @
| But the challenges remain. Apart from Manipur,
a-szﬁ?ﬂ' % | ter-State border disputes also continue to haunt
the region, although Assam has partially resolved
its issues with Arunachal Pradesh and Megha-
projects, most in Arunachal Pradesh, has trig-
. . : gered local protests fearing displacement and en-
° ﬂﬁm ﬁ' \_)ﬂ?ﬂ'q ﬂ'ﬂﬁ ﬁﬁ'&[ g @' ﬁa—'g a-ﬁq W ﬂw a; a:IE[ vironmental damage in a region that is prone to
1 1
. 3 . ) . . N o gladesh and Myanmar has heightened social ten-
® Q”i%' EI'@TCIT'E[ Ga&ﬂ-aﬁ HRU”Q (aﬁ, '”]”élg ﬁ), 3‘|"|{i€1$‘| ARG sions. If India has to meaningfully pursue its Act
I faarg ok SReuTad TRl B UATorelt URTISHIS & fOTT il with the eaes Asing economics then it
closely with the east Asian economies, then its
-q-q-TaTUﬂ-q ﬁﬁ-u S ‘I'E q Ea-q- '}{ 3] 3_'n- aﬁ- a-gﬁa % | policies within the borders and toward the neigh-

TSl A1 S gawed Iffie 2025 T gyFHA g A 7 YR &1 b Ml ¥ gak &89 & A &l
A4 .
ﬂq ITral URT Q_EQT % | diversity to tap its potential
while speaking at the Rising North East Investors
its cultural diversity and natural resources, and
o IJYH ﬁ' <IcT W a; 3 27’000 q«,é\l 5 % %\H-Inlob Sdc LQ'HC'. a@' W mering between the Kuki and Meiti communities.
2. W ml pen Hazarika bridge in Assam, the construction
. km-long Northeast Gas Grid are examples of the
QR % Fq ﬁ E!'TI'CT GISQEII %, ﬁlﬂﬁ Eﬂ?}l’ﬁ I@'RE” G?R- QH%WUT Tl'gk[ new dynamism of the region. The Modi govern-
IR A s JofaE B%_ch o) 3T % | work Agreement with the NSCN (Isak-Muivah) in
part of the region have been some of the steps sig-
aﬁ : 3”% =g 3ﬁ? 3 gl-R there is the perception in Nagaland that the
d aa} ﬁ AFSPA aﬁ ﬁ 6 CII ﬁ_\r&”’ ﬁ- Hl N -Er ﬁ aﬁ Centre has lost interest in the peace process. In-
o laya. The investments have increased the de-
4. W gT'ﬁﬁt"Z mand for power and the focus on hydroelectric
natural disasters. Increased rhetoric by the Bha-
S-ﬁT H@R o T §3ﬂ % | ratiya Janata Party about immigrants from Ban-
bouring countries should be in alignment.
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5. TS -ITe P Haga=IedIg:

o TR 3R WAR oY USRI <20 ¥, faRIY U & Iorifded THg! gRI, dgdt Suar faRie samarst
q IrTRoTe Gy Y13 3R 3{eTTg ol Mg R fear g |
. ?muéﬁigmﬁﬁﬁum,uﬁ@%mﬁ%mﬂw%a%wwmeﬁ
TR |

el o1 fazawor:
1. oo ok fafduar A Sige:

o &F P UGB TgAd], Th dIdhd B P AY-TTY BIRW W M SR ARG Fo8 § 9 & fog
TIaYTgde M 3R Faraeh Hifa-fAafor ot +ft w4 =t g
o fImm R swienst, miiRufes AHdr iR snfeard sfi®RT & ufa dde=ia g arfeul

2. Hg-IoT JHGY:

o AR ¥ YU I & U TedpR! Joale St a=admdl 5, [aY U ¥ W1 fare) &1 gagm iR
Tif qHEdl & Tdd 9 F A dRA & |
o TAddipd Ao 3R RIF a1 AT STaRae® ¢ |

3. TiaRuiy fRRAr §91 gfAamdl e &f 9grar:

. UGS T T FdeT=ia & & Safdggd uRasHIST & RIF e/l & Aihd Yrfiar! & a1y
HOR TR HT I ToRAT BT
o THPHID [RURAT P foTT Sl YR&fm 3R TS srRgear & Ager -1 Hedqul |

4. JHIfA® 3R Feifas JvEur:

o Tae 3% Hifd & I%hd HrRaod & e, YR & gaiR # siide fRRar gRfya &t @ity ok
AR 3R ST S TSRl & Iy greyul Jee S8 a1 1|
. %ﬁgﬁqﬁ%%m&wu%ﬂmwweﬁ?w-mw(@“@rﬁm%,aﬂaﬁ&n%wﬁm@w
|

fAreep:

e UIRR T UREdHHRI He TR TSI §, S UGS T R €, Al gl I 4RT §af g1 U o-
igd, RIS U F Agferd 3R eI FU J FHIARN fIb Y0 Heayqul 81 HRd &1 &
3R Ay snpiemd - a8 e g a1 Yorifae - oo Taradf & & wrdt wrifa, oy ok a9fg &
e ¥ 3= gt =R
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Time for a new India-Africa digital compact

frica Day (May 25)
marks the founding of
the Organisation of
African Unity in 1963
and symbolises the continent’s
ongoing journey towards unity,
independence, and development.
To usher in a new era of growth,
the African Union’s Digital
Transformation Strategy
(2020-2030) positions digital
innovation at the heart of its
agenda. It recognises the need for
governments to adopt digital
solutions that can accelerate
socio-economic progress.

This evolving paradigm is also
reshaping India’s approach to
development diplomacy in Africa.
For decades, India has blended
state-led financing with socially
embedded solutions, ranging from
capacity-building through
technical training to infrastructure
projects backed by concessional
lines of credit. Increasingly, social
enterprises delivering low-cost,
high-impact innovations have also
become part of New Delhi’s
engagement, reflecting a shift
toward more inclusive and
adaptable partnerships.

A digital partnership
India’s development approach is
now entering a new phase,
marked by more integrated,
technology-driven partnerships.
This builds on early initiatives
such as the Pan-African
e-Network, launched in 2009,
which provided tele-medicine and
tele-education through satellite
and fibre-optic infrastructure,
implemented by TCIL on behalf of
the Indian government.
Expanding on this, and building
on the success of its Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI) systems, such
as Aadhaar, UPI, CoWIN, and
DIKSHA, India is now focusing on
sharing and co-creating digital
solutions to tackle fundamental
governance and service delivery
challenges. This shift comes at a
crucial moment for Africa, where
many governments are advancing
national and continental digital
agendas, aligned with initiatives
such as the Policy and Regulatory
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A new
India-Africa
digital compact,
anchored in
mutual respect,
co-development,
and long-term
institutional
partnerships,
could serve as a
scalable
framework for
advancing
digital inclusion

Initiative for Digital Africa and the
Smart Africa Alliance, aimed at
harnessing technology for
inclusive and sustainable
development.

The contours of a digital
partnership between India and
Africa are already emerging. In
2021, Togo’s National Agency for
Identification signed an MoU with
the International Institute of
Information Technology
Bangalore (IIT-B) to implement the
Modular Open-Source
Identification Platform as the
foundation for its national digital
1D system. In 2023, Zambia signed
an MoU with the Centre for Digital
Public Infrastructure at IIIT-B to
support the implementation and
scaling up of the Smart Zambia
Initiative, a national effort to
advance digital transformation
across government services. In
2024, the Bank of Namibia signed
a pact with the National Payments
Corporation of India for
developing a UPI-like instant
payment system. Ghana, too, is
linking its payment system with
India’s UPI to enable faster
transactions. These partnerships
reflect a growing interest in India’s
DPI model, which offers
affordability, scalability, and a
public-oriented design.

However, these advances of
India’s digital diplomacy in Africa
are not occurring in a vacuum. As
research by Folashadé Soulé
highlights, African governments
typically choose digital partners
not based on ideological
alignment or geopolitical loyalty,
but on the partner’s capacity to
meet national digital priorities. In
this context, China has frequently
emerged as a preferred
collaborator, thanks to
state-backed financial mechanisms
that lower the cost of adoption,
especially in infrastructure-heavy
domains. But it is not alone in
shaping Africa’s digital future: the
European Union, the U.S., and
India are competing for influence.
What sets India apart is not just its
technology, but its framing of DPI
as a digital public good,
open-source, and adaptable.

India’s DPI model offers a
public-oriented alternative to a
more surveillance-driven or
proprietary approach. The
opportunity lies in adapting these
tools to local contexts through
genuine state-led collaboration,
beyond technology transfer.

In this context, the
establishment of the first overseas
campus of the Indian Institute of
Technology Madras in Zanzibar
represents a strategic intervention.
By offering advanced academic
programmes in Data Science and
Al and integrating with Indian
private sector partners to fund
scholarships, the initiative aligns
technical capacity-building with
broader socio-economic goals. If
scaled effectively, such models
could power Africa’s digital
infrastructure.

Challenges

However, challenges persist.
Africa is home to the world’s
largest digital divide. This
exclusion is shaped by the high
costs of data and devices, stark
rural-urban disparities in
connectivity, and a persistent
gender gap in digital access and
literacy. Moreover, the expansion
of digital infrastructure hinges on
reliable energy supply, a critical
bottleneck in many African
countries. Meeting the growing
energy demands of digital
transformation will require
coordinated investments in
sustainable power generation and
grid expansion.

Regardless, the groundwork for
digital governance is advancing.
About 85% of African countries
now have national ID systems with
digital capabilities, and over 70%
collect biometric data for
authentication purposes. This
presents a strong foundation on
which to build inclusive and
interoperable public digital
platforms. A new India-Africa
digital compact, anchored in
mutual respect, co-development,
and long-term institutional
partnerships, could serve as a
scalable framework for advancing
digital inclusion.
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o WD T IMBIHT [Gad (25 ) & AR W, AElgY fSfored uikad & IRl IR TST 51 YR, 30+
fay TR R ar=ar ui fefoied ufsties SWhReaeR (DPI) ATSd & H1Y, 3{Whid] & fSfied fadr ¥ teh
g YR & 0 H IR T 8, o fphrad, Whaad iR 30=-Tf Teifiies! He™ ueH &l 8|
Wﬁ%l%?ﬁ&uﬂﬁ%ﬁm JSTd URUNSG Teradl ¥ T8-faemn SR fefiied He-ifa &t iR
dqdld hl I

g@1 faRvars:
1. 3pIT &t feforea Agar®mia:

o 3PP TY ot f3fed uRada TuMifa (2020-2030) T IS -3nfife fawr & fou fafvea
JUBITN T ST TR W Tl B
o TIC APBIhT TAHY 3R fefored bl & faw Fifa 3R e uga SRit ugd fefSed mme= & forw
Tegu-aTdt ufddgd & uefRid vt |l

2. YRd 3t fawlia gt 38t fasra geifa:

o YRd B JSId db-ieh! URIEUT 3R Rt FH1 & Wenfies!-snenid TganT & 3R 93 eI ||
o TF-3BIHA 3-cddh oI Y Ua! o TS P DPI-Aged arelt WaR] & ol YR duR foar|

3. feforea ardwif® avg & 4 4 DPI:

o HRd T DPI UIRFURIST T (G, 3MYR, UPI, CWIN, DIKSHA) 3Tt Irdui-ep-dbigd, 3Nu-31 3R
HH AT dTel IRAB AT b BRUT 31! S B b d a2 ET R

o I, STy, ArHifSar 3R 9T S SN A DPI Uch! Bl SeI & I YR IR & 91y gHeidr
M0 IR GHER b 5

4. U4 9919 fYe ufaegef:

o Safe 9 YR g aid & fawr 3R fa<ia Terar & SR Te Aoigd Uiaeaell a1 §ai §, HRd &1
R-FAR, Welt ugs aran efPHIv Ue diddiae fawed UaH HRdl ]|
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o YRd DI T¢d SIEAWR THE & ol UE-fah™, HI-a-fAfr $iR T=mTd emar faro # fAfgd §1
5. YRITTT 3R Afere msedi=:

o TioNER H Al 3R ST 95y & UTaashdl & WY 11T TS $T GRIR VAU A1, e 3R drenfiet
Fe-iifd BT TDHIHd B b 01T HRA P UMb TR BT Ul 7|

o fEfred feamss: snpiet # g &1 o 91 fefored fEarge @, Sl Se1 &1 3= arrd, urHiv-2gd
SR 3R fSfoieet uga # fefTT-3nemRd SfgwhR gRI i &1 _

o FFE R B HUL B AWID! IV SHolt B HH BT IHAT FR g §, o fefrea gfhard e &
o & arenm s B

o [RRAT B} IR AE: 3bIHT o1 SR Tam &1 gwda = & o faygdig uer e 3R sia
Solf (AR 3TaT Bl

U YRd-3MbIeT f3fored aHeia & SEwR:
1. Ug-fA ™I & A1eHH | URWNS d1H:
e URA ey TaaTa feRed wewid W JgaN #X THhdl & IR ple! Il & U e,

TTSYER JUPHRU UG X bl ¢ |

o UHHRI URNTID! AR & Fold GdebTier SRINTT GreiaR] IR SR a1 ST a1t
2. Sidteng & wreaw A AP fRAUfA:
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