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Assam proposes jail term,
heavy fines for polygamy

Bill, tabled in Assembly; seeks to ‘protect women, streamline society’, it covers residents entering

such marriages outside State, but doesn't apply to Scheduled Tribes and Sixth Schedule areas

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

n anti-polygamy
ABill tabled by As-
sam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma in
the State Assembly on
Tuesday prescribes impri-
sonment and heavy fines
for people entering into, or
hiding, a second marriage
while the first continues to
be valid.

The Assam Prohibition
of Polygamy Bill, 2025,
makes polygamy a crimi-
nal offence, punishable
with up to seven years in
jail and a fine, and up to 10
years in jail if a person en-
ters into a marriage while
concealing an existing one.
The punishment will be
doubled for repeat offen-
ders, it says. Barring the
Sixth Schedule areas, the
draft law will be applicable
across the State and will
not cover members of the
Scheduled Tribes under
Article 342 of the Constitu-
tion. Customary laws of
some tribes in Assam allow

Banning polygamy

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Tuesday
tabled the Assam Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025 in the
State Assembly. It prescribes imprisonment and heavy fines

for people entering into or hiding a second
marriage while the first continues to be valid

Here is a timeline of the new Bill:

= August 21: Assam government seeks public
opinion by August 30, through email or by
Ppost, on a law to end polygamy in the State

= November 9: The Assam Cabinet approves
anew legislation to outlaw polygamy

! /ﬂeé\q
&

= November 25: The Assam Prohibition
of Polygamy Bill, 2025, is tabled in the

126-member Assembly

multiple marriages.

According to the State-
ment of Objects and Rea-
sons, the Bill seeks to “pro-
hibit  and eliminate
practices of polygamy”,
protect women from hard-
ship and “streamline the
society”™.

Other offenders

It brings village heads, ga-
zis (Muslim clerics who so-
lemnise marriages), pa-
rents, and legal guardians
of people indulging in poly-

gamy under its scope.
Anyone who “wilfully
hides, neglects or unrea-
sonably delays” informa-
tion to the police about
such marriages may be
punished as the main of-
fenders and jailed for up to
two years and fined up to
T lakh.

The fine may extend to
1.5 lakh for any priest or
gazi who solemnises a
marriage contrary to the
provisions of the law know-
ingly and willingly.

A provision covers any
resident of Assam who
willingly and knowingly
enters into a polygamous
marriage outside the State,
as well as people who live
outside Assam but own im-
movable property in the
State or receive State-fund-
ed benefits, subsidies, or
welfare support.

The Bill seeks to make
people convicted under
the law ineligible for go-
vernment-funded or aided
jobs and benefits under
any government scheme,
and bar them from contest-
ing any election.

The draft law also pro-
vides a mechanism for
compensation to women
affected by polygamous
marriages.

Polygamous marriages
contracted before it comes
into force will not be affect-
ed, as long as they follow
existing personal or cus-
tomary laws and have valid
proof. It also gives police
officers the power to inter-
vene before a prohibited
marriage takes place.
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UY: 30 & TS R YA dgidarg fariet fagdaes & Juifaa qrfsre-TeHifde TuTa &1 Gedich d |
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Toxic air is a year-round blight in 60% of Indian districts: study

People in 60% of India’s
districts are exposed to
polluted air all through the
year, not just in winter, ac-
cording to an analysis by a
research body published
on Tuesday. This means
that 447 of 749 districts re-
corded concentrations of
particulate matter (PM2.5)
— toxic chemical and or-
ganic particles — that ex-
ceed the annual safe values
prescribed by the National
Ambient Air Quality Stan-

centrations within the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) guideline of 5 pg/m?
(microgram per cubic
metre), which is about
eight times more stringent
than India’s standards (40
ug/m?, according to the
Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air ana-
lysis. The study underlines
the fact that exposure to
significant air pollution is
not restricted to winter
alone as is commonly
believed.

The maximum number

Left breathless: Delhi and Assam with 11 districts each accounted
for nearly half of the top 50 most polluted districts. FILE PHOTO

of polluted districts are
concentrated in a few
States. Delhi (11 districts)
and Assam (11 districts)

alone accounted for nearly
half of the top 50 most pol-
luted districts, followed by
Bihar (7) and Haryana (7).

Jacob Koshy Not a single district in Other States with signifi- lution hotspots, while
NEW DELHI the country reported con- cant numbers include Ut-  southern and coastal re-

tar Pradesh (4), Tripura
(3), Rajasthan (2), West
Bengal (2).

Cleaner States

On the other hand, the ma-
jority of districts in Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Kera-
la, Sikkim, Goa, Karnataka,
and Tamil Nadu have pop-
ulation-exposure numbers
within the NAAQS-pre-
scribed limits. “These pat-
terns highlight the conti-
nued dominance  of
northern and eastern
States in India’s PM2.5 pol-

gions remain relatively
cleaner,” the authors Ma-
nojkumar N. and Monish
Raj say in their analysis,
which is not a peerre-
viewed paper. Population-
exposure numbers can
differ from ambient con-
centration numbers.

The winter months of
December, January, and
February are still the most
polluted. About 82% (616
of 749 districts) of districts
recorded values breaching
the national standard dur-
ing this season.

dard (NAAQS).

ge ey
1. PTH TFHUTeR
e 749 W 447 f5a # Fiud 2.5 H1 TR YR &1 TIUURTY a1 JRférd I & i 71

. P18 off e Ssymash & 5 ARSI/ & RFACY & Q1 T8 #Rdl §, S URd & 40
HISh RITH/TH? & D A HTHh! I o

. YR & 98 TR A Tgdich 891 b TR dd AT db YU H Ig b1 Jobd Hadr g |
2. &g glewuie
. facEl SR s\ H 11-11 3rafdes ugfia forat €1
o 3 I ST f9ER (7), 8RATON (7), SR US (4), BRI (3), ISRIM (2), UfgH &1 (2) |

. UGHU STER I 3R gdf yRa & Hfad €, Safe gfemht ok adta ITsg (31iy uewT, AeTHET, B,
f¥faem, a1, Ficd, AHTS) TaTHS U I WS | & |

3. H g 5

. T P AN (ReR-Rad) TR Ughid s U &, RraH 82% R NAAQS HIMe T e B
gl

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS sl | ©® r.a;nm]

| unva | Q5o seces

. IS, g B 39 10 W YHII ST T § % 9t & SR Heayul UGyl 94 I8 ©, S 39
YRUN BT AT odl © o arg UGHUT had T HRHT 0T 5 |

4. e Wy fafgard

e PM2.5 % AMAR U H T8T 494 I, geu Jadt fRufaa, Ixmreres g1 iR T9g T ugd g1 arell
Hrdl § JST g gl
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3T T 9 91 & Y@t foa 7T § T URd & arg UgWUl U TRTTAR, SIS 3R SIHaidl JH €, off
I SR gaf Il & Higd §, Al o WR & @l Al ! THTIAd Bl g1 60% Foral & A1a R gRigd
PM2.5 T & $1fie 81 & a1y, -ifd fAafarsft & Seiei & Adh- 3R Wil Wy &1 &M & g
Sifaicre, &a-fafry 3R YomeivTd ool &1 Sro=HT aTfet| I8 fRUfd AT &1 YaTs &t & & forg
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy : fFafafed § 9 ®9 YRd & NAAQS 3R WHO PM2.5 TIfY® AF®I 1 Aol qa-T Bl 67

A. India: 5 ug/m? WHO: 40 pg/m’ B. India: 40 pug/m? WHO: 5 ug/m?
C. India: 20 pg/m? WHO: 10 ug/m? D. India: 25 ug/m? WHO: 15 ug/m?
3TR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY : UL 2.5 & QR U § HRd H Frasii-eh WY TR T YHTG TSl 67 AP R RIH GHI TR R
T WR & TG Ugqul § fAuen & e Seaiiaes Xomifadl & Jeima ¢ | (250 Xsg)
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g faxayor

Anurag Privadarshi

y November, as the festival

lights of Diwali fade and winter

approaches, Guwahati usually

enjoys cooler evenings, lower
humidity, and a calm that signals the
close of the tea-harvesting season. But in
recent years, this rhythm has grown
uncertain. Persistent heat, delayed
rainfall, and muggy air now linger well
past October, blurring the boundaries of
Assam’s once-distinct seasons.

For tea growers, these shifts from the
traditional climatic cycle aren’t just
uncomfortable: they're existential.

The tea plant was introduced to Assam
in the 19th century and has since become
both a global commodity and the
economic lifeline for over 12 lakh workers,
many of them women. Yet its fragile
‘harmony with the local environment is
being tested.

Extended dry spells, abrupt
downpours, rising night-time
temperatures, and new pest patterns are
making tea yields inc
unpredictable. Farmers speak of
blackened leaves, wilting bushes, and
erratic flush cycles that defy long-trusted

veather cues.

“We have not seen such
weather-induced stress in 30 years,
Board advisor N.K. Bezbaruah said
recently, underscoring how climate
change is steadily eroding the ecological
stability of the State’s tea

" Tea

Despite such hardships, tea prices have
barely kept pace with inflation. Auction
prices in India have reportedly grown by
only 4.8% annually in the last three
decades, versus 10% for staples like wheat
and rice. In real terms, returns to tea
growers remain stagnant, squeezed
between climate shocks and rising costs
of wages, agrochemicals, energy, logistics,
and irrigation. Tea prices have turned
volatile and, despite short-lived
corrections, the long-term trend shows no
gainful improvement.

For Assam’s planters, this is a cruel
paradox: the weather grows harsher but
the market offers no reward for resil
Many estates now face shrinking margins
and ageing bushes, unable to reinvest in
climate-resilient varieties. The very
regions that power India’s $10 billion tea
«economy now confront a future where
climate unpredictability threatens both
livelihoods and the legacy of one of the
world’s most popular beverages.

Growing tea
Tea thrives within narrow environmental
parameters: an annual temperature range
of about 13° to 28° C, with optimal growth
occurring when mean t

N N
WAy
s

Agroup of workers harvest a flush of tea leaves in Jorhat, Assam. GETTVIMAGES

remain close to 23-25° C. Rainfall
requirements are equally stringent,
averaging 1,500-2,500 mm per year,
dumbulul evenly to keep sm]>

The tea tribes that are the
backbone of the plantation

workforce represent a powerful
i y. With elections due,

ly moist but well-drained. Tea
also prefers slightly acdic sois (pH
4.5-5.5) that are deep, friable, and richin
organic matter — conditions once
abundant across the Brahmaputra valley.

Climate change is altering these
thresholds. Rising mean and maximum
temperatures, shifts in rainfall
seasonality, and declining soil moisture
now challenge the very foundation of tea
cultivation in the region.

One study by the Tea Research
ociation and the Ethical Tea
Partnership modelled the future of
s tea under future climate
scenarios described by the UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). Specifically, the
projections for Assam’s tea regions were
developed using Global Circulation
Models under the IPCC’s RCP 2.6 and RCP
4.5 scenarios.

The researchers combined 50 years of
historical climate data, including rainfall,
temperature, and bioclimatic variables,
with future climate grids generated by the
WorldClim database at a resolution of 1
km. Using the MaxEnt species distribution
model, they mapped the current
suitability of tea-growing regions and
predicted shifts by 2050,

They found that both minimum and
‘maximum temperatures are set to climb
across all regions, stressing plants and
reducing nutrient absorption.
Prmpuanon was projected to decline in
winter and pre-monsoon months
critical for plant growth — while
increasing erratically during the
monsoon. Currently, South Bank, Upper

their concerns are likely to
feature prominently, turning the
tea gardens into a crucial arena
of livelihood and electoral debate

Assam, and Cachar enjoy “very good”
suitability for tea, but by 2050 these areas
could lose much of their advantage,
forcing tea cultivation to shift towards
higher altitudes like Karbi Anglong and
Dima Hasao.Flavour and aroma — the
hallmarks of premium Assam teas —
depend on precise climatic rhythms.
Erratic weather will thus disrupt this
delicate balance as well, threatening
global competitiveness.

The study also found that the average
minimum temperature in Assam had
risen by 1° C in the last 90 years and that
the region also lost around 200 mm of
rainfall a year in this time.

Perhaps a more serious problem is the
increased incidence of new pests and
diseases attacking tea bushes. Extreme
heat above 35° C hampers tea plants’
ability to absorb nutrients, stunting leaf
growth and making the tea bushes
vulnerable to pests. Unlike the paddy
farmers of Punjab, the tea growers of
Assam receive little government aid when
drought or heat strikes.

Adapting to a warmer future

‘Tea growers, researchers, and
corporations have been encouraging
climate-resilient practices, such as
seed-grown varieties with deep taproots
alongside high-yield clones to strengthen

1. Sieraryg uf¥ad= iR I @1 agadl urikfRufast

1Y TRed T TaRuyg HATsit & HidR gauet g - 3Nd aruHE 23-25 3 fcaoy & U,

" For Assam tea, erratic climate and |
stagnant prices present a Crisis

h.lt isno l()ﬂ{:.t‘l true; T

resilience to drought. Soil conservation
measures such as mu]chmg, cover crops,
and o ndments can help retain
mulslum v\hnlc a;.mfonslry through
shade trees and companion crops can
moderate heat stress and reduce pest
pressure.

Innovations in water management,
including micro-irrigation, rainwater
harvesting, and drainage that mitigate
drought and flooding are equally
important.

Multistakeholder programmes such as
‘trustea’, the India Sustainable Tea Code,
are already contributing to a climate
resilient supply chain by verifying 1.4 lakh
small growers and reaching 6.5 lakh
workers through sustainable practices,
efficient water use, and integrated pest
management, thus building climate
resilience at scal

Economic diversification into fruits and
spices,organic teas, fisheries ar
livestock, tourism, and
direct-to-consumer trade can further
cushion the industry aguinst climate risks.
The industry also needs policy support
that treats tea on par with other crops,
sustained investment in research, and
capacity building to secure the future.

‘The tea tribes that form the backbone
of Assam’s plantation workforce,
represent a powerful political
constituency. With State elections due in
early 2026, their concerns over rising
costs, stagnant wages, and climate-driven
‘hardship are likely to feature prominently,
turning the State’s tea gardens into a
crucial arena of both livelihood and
electoral debate.

(Anurag Priyadarshi is non-executive
director, Rainforest Alliance, and former
director, sustainability, at Tata Consumer
Products. apriyadarshi2708@outlook.com)
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THE GIST

Tea is an economic lifeline for
over 12 lakh workers. But its
fragile harmony with the local
environment threatens their
livelihoods. Unpredictable
weather has left farmers with
blackened leaves, wilting
bushes, and erratic flush
cycles that defy long-trusted
weather cues

-

Tea prices are barely keeping
pace with inflation. Prices
have grown by only 4.8% over
three decades. In real terms,
retums remain stagnant, and
the long-term trend shows na
gainful improvement. For
planters, this s a cruel
paradox: the weather grows
harsher, but the market offers
no reward for resilience

v

Researchers used 50 years of
climate data with future grids
and found that by 2050,
present locations wiould be
unsuitable, forcing cultivation
to shift towards higher
altitudes. Flavour and aroma
depend on precise climatic
thythms. Erratic weather
threatens competitiveness

1,500-2,500

fordt ) et TRe Q@ faafva auf iR 79 sy firdh 3 Rufoai Ao @ farrs @ &

a) dedl dIqdrd
. 39 H 90 auf H AqH dToHH H ugd 81 1 Sl Afcrw it gfs g gl B

. SHfIHIH IIHM SRR 35°C HI IR HR ST 8, FoTI 0o Il & Sa=yur 3R fJr § Shrae Bl

JHIHE BT gl
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b) Sifrafira auf

. TP ~ 200 e aTfties aui d fRae|

. T 3R gd- AT Bt SRR H Y - Tl fabr & foe Heeaygul|

. U $I 3EFS TR I g &1 Hera 3R STaHRd §¢ odr g |
) forg) sk 7+t 1 9mE

. T 9HY dF ToH HIGH FAST B TH B HH dal ¢

. ®EHP UGl H RTae o7 Wy iR uieh & d=iau & yHIfad Hdl g1
d) T Bl 3T I\

. T O IR ST 3P Pl DY BN B

. Pic Ui 3@ URUNS AUl &I U g! $Rd ¢ |

. TSE & fHamt & faudla, arg SdTes! & STadrg SMuersf & SR =AdH TRSR G3frael fBddr 3|

2. AP 3FHT: 2050 HT e TFar g
<1 el TR 3R Tiiehe & UréRIRMT & Ueb WG SeHT H SSURIRT & SR 2.6 3R SRR
4.5 GRERY, 50 ATA & STAar] Sl 3R HRIUCT HISTONT &1 SXAHT foa T | JeT SHT:

o Tt T I aTel & H =gaH SR Sifidan aradE H gi g

. il SR W-AFH TEHT & SR aul & Bt S|

e TAAM SH-IUGERIT aTdl & - ASY §F, HUX 3RH 3R HBR - 2050 I 30 Sqdrg A1 Hi @l

qHd |
o T DI W BIET SHTAT 3R AT FHI3M O o SaTs WR RN 81 Tabell g
. TRERR 3\ w@e 3R iy, Sl RR ey @ R AR a8 TR A &

3. 3Nfde a119: fFRR FIAG 3R Tl AN
foredh Serarg uRfRuferN & sTas(e, g & BiAd fRR T 88 &
a) TRIS DA g
. fUTA 4.8 99 § art © HHHd Had 30% AT g |
. 3T& fqmiq, g 3R Iad oY WId WIAMT 10% 1 &R I ¢ |
. 3P HAAS & b I IAUTGH! B! IRAfdD T Ue T 5
b) TGl §AYC ANTA
. dad
. PN
. RS (e T 3afd & fou srawa)
. Soll 3R AlfeiRead
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. 3 TgA arch Afsal & fog AUTS Bt ANTd
&% T 3T STaarg-adial [t a1 g &1 agTel § Faw & § o &, fors 9 $0 Sdgadl 3R &1
ATHYGAT & ah | By T § |

¢) TS SraTd
e 12 TR T 3P 4fs 39 & R AR B 58 @ w3 9y sHenfaat 9 ||
. RR A 3R Tead ofia arTd SR & dgral &l g
o 2026 3RH & TGl & 1Y, I &F U Hg@yul o Gel S-dl of 38T 5 |

4. ITHA 3R FHrATgT Ut
Al & SIacg, Hs STaarg-agie YAl SHR 3@ &:
a) Y Aedt quTU
. TR TSI & TIY dS IS S aTelt [T BT SO
e 3 IUS ¢ AT, TeAdrg-ereiiel daaiH |
. AT, R B!, TH §9T 1@ & e Sfde JeA|
. TH B HH TR AR DIl B HH B & [ SR US! & Y HY afapl|
SEEREEVE]
. gARER
LT GRSERE
. ¢ UfaRIel 5 it womet
¢) 3TYfd Y@ 3R THIUE g
i 3R e vR-ed A IS §:
e 1.4 TG I IUGCH! BT TAI
e O & IUANT H gUR
. YUH B B TG
.« UDIPHd DI Uiy &1 faxdR
d) 3nfd® fafgdimor
. 3 T
. Hd T4
. T UIeH, UgeH
. T R B

. STRFC-Z-HogIR I §S
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e) Uiferdl &t TIIHATY
. GiHSt & [T A Bt Well Dl 3 SV Bl b SRR A
. T Fiel 3R gE & o I wHida S
. Sarg-erdiel fobeHl o fTe SrgEu™ H offtes |
. BIC AN IUGEH! & T I fSHE U Yolt TR B ST 7

qHTaT

3T 1 A1 AN U Agcaqul IRIE R TSI § | Saarg URaaH ard &1 Wl &1 IR g & TR
T FR E1 ©, S ST SE1a IATGH! R TSI B SIH A & ! Wiaid Hdl ¢ | T IR gy
& fomn - oiifufae oiR sfdfe ST - fay TG ST 9 IE &t Tedt UeER, et Joras 3R TR
SHTSTRT SRIRET BT AT BT US Fahdl ¢ | HRA Bi 10 faferam SeR &1 9 srfaqawt ofik 39 W iR
ARG AT b HaS o JReM b Y WMBR, U TR, IUNT SR IdTCH! B AT HRd §¢ b
T wfafesar SaRae® g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: 919 Dt Wl (Aafiad d | fed gty aRfRufa § 9@ st @ie 3 wadt-%ed! 6?2
1. 3 AT oToeH 23-25 fe3ht Afm

2.1,500-2,500 it o1 arftfer o, 3radt g & faalka

3. 3D &R ) (divd 7.5 A W)

4. AR 9 dfds-1 3wt ofd (b arelt et

gl IR BT TG PIfoIT:
(a) Pad 1, 2 3R 4 (b) I 1, 3 3R 4 (c) I 2 3R 3 (d) Pad 1 3R 2

3R a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: U9E dfYd a1 IATGP 51 & d1duie, YRd & I &F & RRR SI1Adl 3R Ted! ANTd Dl JrT Bl
TS B ]| 39 38X & Sidf-ed TReTds 3R Saarg gifaal iR ==l & | I Yalfed B & forg ifard
JUTT YU | (250 Teq)
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RGO & 3R & F Ueb oTd SaTarga! 3R el Td Sararg! I o1 feear geft Tsst &+ 12,000 I8
d® ST Xg1 & 91 23 4R & He 7| SaTanige & g RIM 3R Hiffd FRF & SR fawwie 3
! @ Snafehd o 3T 3T SIaER Rue-9iF SaTarR 3R HETgii We Saei-ad | Hgayu
SieS UGH BT g |

QUESTION CORNER

Why did Hayli Gubbi erupt now?

Vasudevan Mukunth

A: Hayli Gubbi is a shield
volcano in Afar, Ethiopia,
and a member of the
Erta Ale Range. It’s
located at the edge of
the East African Rift
where the African and
Arabian plates are slowly pulling apart. A
shield volcano is a broad, gently sloping
volcano that consists of many thin, fluid
lava flows. Its eruptions are typically less
explosive so the lava spreads out wide
like a warrior’s shield — and so the
name.
Geological studies have shown that Hayli
Gubbi is built mainly from dark basaltic
lavas but also contains more silica-rich
rocks like trachytes and rhyolites. These
lighter magmas can trap more dissolved
gases, so when they rise, they're more
likely to erupt explosively and throw ash
high into the atmosphere. That's what
happened on November 23.
But why did it erupt now after at least
12,000 years of quiet? While it’s early
days, scientists believe the answer lies
deep under the rift. As the tectonic

This photo released by the Afar Government
Communication Bureau shows ash billowing from
the long-dormant Hayli Gubbi volcano in
Ethiopia. AP

Because the volcano is remote and
poorly monitored, scientists are still
analysing satellite images and ash

plates move apart, hot mantle rock rises
and partially melts, feeding magma into
shallow chambers beneath the volcano.

samples, so their explanations are
provisional and may change as new data
becomes available.

Over millennia, this magma can slowly
build up and pressurise the rocks above
it.

At some point, faulting or cracking of the
crust will open a path to the surface,
allowing the pressurised, gas-rich
magma to rise quickly and the dissolved
gases to expand into bubbles.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

3T SATATYE Tl We T2 - A|S TR
1. faadre aféwr: gdf st RIR
2 Ted! 39 T UR 93! § o1 3MBIdh! 3R 3RE $I wic eiR-¢f¥ 3/ 81 @H 5
. AW 3T B B, e U 81 ST & 3R TH Hed Il &l Gdg B 3R g a1 R
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. T8 Jadl gofl Hed 3Mif¥id U § fIuem ¥ ToRdT g, o &1 &1 Sdled gidl § Sl Sararge ™
yonferdy &1 e g |

2. Erdoifere AT faes e
. guTeadl & foTg, AT SaTargd! & e Iua T w7 k- S 8
o R dfb it ded syafei & Hru:
o GETd & A,

o U DI IS PT AT,
o T BT IARAS b (sifeed § i et gad T dd) |
3. fifereT-as fvar @@13cd ok Ruemsew) ot sufufa

. YOFIAE 3fETE! § Ul Iadl g b galt e H s¥Tee gidl |, i a8 o cprsfed ok Rafafes
T BId1 ®, S e forafa g1 § SR ot 4 1 hra 3

. 93 WE F I TG T SN 3Id &, dl ga1d doit ¥ FRar § — gl g3 1 fawples fawwre
— Had gl

. TE 23 THR B! WG H WRR TH &1 TR HRAT 7 |
4. %cd Wifee IR
o J@A [GTR U Id X1 WT B! 1A & DR GIR b 1Y WRIaT A7 =R AT
. 39 ThdRR 7 a1d aTd AT & T 3RS 9dg W e &l R |id faar|
. SURE P haeR &R &A1 T 319 § AfchT 90 T SUeiRid 7 |
5. Wi AR
. SO U6 G, TRIE U aTat & H g
. O T ¥U I 3 W WG I §;
o SUUE THO,
o YHd BEIER,

o XRG THAT T |
. 3N, SAREATE URAP & 3R AU 321 & 3 R faaRid 8 Jobd! 2|
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TgHTeadl ®I STt & a8 gall Tt &1 faxhic Ta $Hfi% YUIGT § foh drewifee faad-e fage,
HiHD T T 3R MG Hicd Bifeed B URUMH § oA 1 99g 7 & [ahlcd U I TeR
e @t orgafa <1 gdf npie! RR & 3ueT WF - g & gay by ARy RRT A ¥ T -
TS Sarangd! &1 SHie SRl &, gTdier HiaT=aron &1 4R d ¢ | Id I8 SIHUT iR IWiE AR
T gAY QA RS U § Gead geHl & JHg B TR d B |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
uy: Yics sararyRadl & IR | Fafafaa sy w R+
1.9 HA-fufiurge ara Sufecd AGT GRT §9d § S et g3l 0o thad g
2.9 3 IR W 3 Rfw! el & SR [ahics fa@piel ¥ s gid o
2.9 3 IR W Wic fagad a1 74 RIFA & &3 H gl 5 |
ST FY § A HI-91/9 gt 3/8?
(a) Pad 1 3R 3
(b) Had 2 3R 3
(c) Had 1 3R 2
(d)1,2 3R 3

33X : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y : Bl sl o gid &l § Sarargy! fawmiel &l & & H SWIE-3MUTRd MR SUSHRN Bl
AT &1 Jedichd o2 | Ut Menfiferat ot diamt o1 87 (250 eg)
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fU3d a1 g1 (2000-2023) T, T g1 & Ta9 9 fguefta Huerr & w0 d IRT &, o= 80% I 31ferw
afyes Sl 3R & 1 2 fefera STeR @ aiftie o1 U1 3R 3FaM faar 81 Teeer gRI SR iU MU AT 3fisve)
H I & fae=h foauivor &1 sead UHfd IR USRI ST 1 § - TRIS SR & fole [dw et Jeradr § ddm
I 3T ATl srfegaritsit & forg arftfoyes, amy-aTferd 01 da | faié # gg +ft Yaiferd fosar man g f&
&Y 9 & B A Ay onfdie FalRdr ok Y-IeHifde WA & 741 3R o g

Over 80% nations got loans from China in the last two decades

hina lent more than $2 tril-
C lion in loans and grants to

over 80% of countries and
regions in the world between
2000 and 2023. The U.S. was the
biggest beneficiary, according to
data released by AidData, a re-
search institute at the College of
William and Mary in Williamsburg,
Virginia.

Over the years, Chinese state-
owned entities have lent about
$200 billion for nearly 2,500 pro-
jects and initiatives — more than
9% of the total amount lent by Chi-
na — to American companies. Over
95% of this amount was lent by

decades, receiving $172 billion and
$130 billion, respectively, in the
period. Firms in the 27 member
states of the European Union re-
ceived $161 billion for 1,800 pro-

come countries overall.
Beijing is moving away from its

role as an aid provider to relatively

instance, more than 75% of Chi-
nese loan transactions with U.S.
companies were “commercial” in
nature, while only about 7% were
for “developmental” intents, as
per the data. China had lent about
$320 million to the U.S. in 2000;
this surged to about $19 billion in
2023, which hints at the “commer-
cial” turn the investments took.
China’s initial focus was on in-
frastructural development pro-
jects in economically disadvan-
taged nations. Chinese President
Xi Jinping launched the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013, which
helped develop energy, infrastruc-
ture, and connectivity projects in

has an 80% success rate for getting
overseas mergers and acquisitions
approved. This is because of the
relatively weak screening mechan-
isms for foreign capital inflow in

were borrowed with a mix of com-
mercial and developmental intent.

Chinese banks have lent about $200 billion to US. projects and initiatives, which makes the U.S. the biggest beneficiary

DATA POINT B : -
| poorer nations, as its focus has d d
shifted towards commercial lend- Le n | n g h a n
The Hindu Data Team ing for developed countries. For

The data for the charts were sourced from a report titled
‘Chasing China: Learning to Play by Beijing’s Global
Lending Rules’ by AidData

PR o —————) R
Russia |I— 172
Australia NG 130
Venezuela [EEG__——— 106

S. Arabia NN 25 [EJLow- or middle-income country

Map 1: Amounts lent/granted to entities in
various countries by China, between 2000 and
2023. Over 80% of countries/territories have
received at least one loan from China

Russia $171.2 billion

Chinese state-owned banks, enter- | Europe and Asia. The Aiddata re- % ‘,\.,
prises, and the central bank, while | port details how China has scaled ® United States Oy ¥ @
the rest was lent by non-state | back on its lending to such pro- . 52019 billion ; 2
players. jects; where BRI once made up y
Map 1 shows the amounts lent | 75% of China’s lending operations, L
by China to various countries bet- | it now makes up about 25%. A .
ween 2000 and 2023. Across the Chart 3 shows the share of
world, during that period, 179 out | high-income and low-income S Yo 4
of 217 countries and territories re- | countries in China’s portfolio. The @
ceived at least one loan from a Chi- | report finds that in a typical year, e
nese state-owned creditor. China | China spent about $5.7 billion on More than 75% of India
was the world’s largest creditor | what can be classified as aid for of- Zhs'"fzfnl"gg;" Chinese banks
and debt collector in 2023, lending | ficial development assistance. Ho- ware nm,’;merc,-a/-i - é‘;’yfﬁ;_"” ‘fd
$140 billion to various countries. wever, in 2023, China’s global offi- while only about p Tdianentiies
Entities in Russia and Australia | cial ~development assistance 7% were for
were the second and the third big- | commitments fell to $1.9 billion. “developmental”
gest beneficiaries in the last two According to the report, China Intents R

Chart 3: The share of high-income and low-income countries
in China’s portfolio. Where Belt and Road Initiative once made
up 75% of China’s lending operations, it now makes up 25%

jects and activities. most countries that China invested Pakistan | 74 5 {figurestn percent)
Chart 2 shows the 20 countries | in. The report also alleges that Chi- - aﬁgf:’a': 6474 ::f;rke g
that received the highest loan com- | na managed this by channelling Brazil | 64 5 for up-
mitments between 2000 and | funds through off-shore shell com- Indonesia | 61  Total loan commitments 70 per-middle
2023, along with the income brack- | panies and international bank UK. NSNS 60 (2000-2023, $ billion) - and high
et under which they fall. Of the | syndicates. Sfesriane =321 Chart 2: The 20 countries . e
countries shown in the chart, six As of 2023, Indian entities have Singgapm [— that received the highest loan 50
are considered “high-income” | borrowed or were granted $11.1 bil- Germany NSNS 33 commitments, between 2000 40 Share
countries, which together received | lion from China, with a large Turkey | 3 ande023, along with the Income. | 5 o
more than 20% of the total amount | amount of this dedicated to the fran | 29 biacketlnderwhichthey fall i
lent by China in the period. About | energy sector and banking and fi- "cl"elfny:: ‘ 225 I High-income country 2 -middle
$943 billion was lent to high-in- | nancial services. Most of the funds Ecuador | % [ Transitional country 10 ~_ income

countries
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1. 92 A R Afy® vl
o A 217 <A SR & H I 179 B B0 |
. B Ay B § 2 eferg 9 e |

e 3P 2023 H, T A 140 fafera Sier &1 3601 fea, fS9Y 98 a1 o1 Ty a87 MUBING daR
§9 T4

2. 3T gad g7 aruTdf @
. U1 3R faaamur & ¢ 200 faferm sm@Ra dufl 3R ugdl &1 U
. SUHE Y 95% I SHfAF T AT & WG aTdd Shl 3R ITH & AT F ST
. SARDIY TS 75% U AP B e anfriods d, fabraers g |

o ARSI P! A BT BT $320 Al (2000) T dgdx $19 fafera (2023) 81 AT, S TMY-34 Fa=i
BT 3R ISP FCd B ST 3|

3. 3= YA WTaIdhdi

. T $ 172 faferm

. SHISfern: $ 130 fofera

. U Y (27 GR): $161 faferad

. T3 AT areh rfrawalt o1 THRe T T A B IS B BT 20% T S R R
4. TGTACT A qIOS BT BT 3R Fgad

e 2000 % GRIP DI TH3T: I + HH AT ad, [awra=ia <=1 & gi-ard! gt W & disd foar|

. TIRSME (2013) 7 RS =0 I TRAN, 3BIHT 3R RY T 39 Bl P dol B 3|

o 3T AR T & B B Had 25% & (75% F =) |

. I AR IRl 7 aiftifus »ur, sfedt R 3R i iR siftgor o doi T urifiedr ¢ <&l
gl

5. MUPTND faHTa Terdr (3isiv) # iR
. oty o oSt ¢5.7 faferaa
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« 2023 H ODA fiR&R $1.9 fafero= g 1T - S fawr s ggradl & forw &/ wufiedr &1 Iod ol
gl

6. T wHI & frg srgHieH a1y
o o H facRh faea SiR SifUsTr o 80% WhddT &R 5
. RO
o P DA SR B HHGR Wi a3,
o Tl Y Afdie B & oL sruddia Aad Bl 3R SRRAPIY dfdb 1 Rifgape w1 Iua|
7. 941 BT & frQ WRa &1 Sifew
o YRA A 2000 ¥ AH F 11.1 fofera Sier Urtd fbw/IUR fer|
. A
o Xfdd
o Sfep 3R faciy Jama
. IIoY® SR famTTete U Gl &1 g
o BU-fRa ot farstt ¢k oFifas gfagfedt & HR YR ¥dd 8dl g
Ay Ioifar SR srefarawt ¥ fore fAfgard

U. ggdT faxig UHTa: <9 & BU1 7 SMRuATE 3R fay o6 S ufdedt Aga ara IR &) AT od gU Y
afYye facita yonferdt & T Sl fearg! s fean g1

B. BT fRRar Jath fRiard: FroiR sricawist ard ¢ gAYTTa & Iy Hoy o Jad &, forey FafafRad
DI MBI §¢ Jball 7

o BUTVA,
o UFIfde Ui &1 THdH,
e I GRI AoHifde Ida|

C. Uf3W & 1Y Yuae ufarut: sk &1 ad §8T Uidddl g & Ad Y-[oHIad Uldgigd &
STaoe U Sfed e SRAaneRidl &1 Yahd fadr g |

D. Ft AU UTaR 1 qgerd! UPpfa: TRl diad Tgraar ¥ aiftifcds Hawr § gaema o 31 e i
HETRIGT 994 B HeaThier ol exIidT 8, 7 f Pad U Jgraar Uerdi|
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Tesel RUlE & 9 & afffes HT & rydyd T 3R Ugd &1 UdT Iadl &, ForH 80% ¥ 3if¥e 0 &1 &
<P | Y U I 8 | ST 1 g Taad I3y | UHId §94 & fort e iy o1 IuaiT &t o1, 31
g8 3MR®T Ifed 3= 3 arclt srdeuawursht # aiftfcues, y-Tanfera o &) wufirear <ar g1 39
U Sedrd &1 dfid fa, Y-ITorifad TR0, BT RRAT 3R IHRCT fay et )R Ugd UH1d Ul
g YRT S S=M & foTg, uHies Tarmddt & 91y e SRevdl &1 Sqferd & o (o S ST Bl THSHT
gyl 8|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: 9 g1 & Jed d9 fguel oeR & U O W 5, oyt B0 39 fabr ggradr 9 anfofeds
farraeor B RiaRd g1 g | faerasiia 3= & foe 59 deema & Y-Ioifae SR e gurdl &1 fazayor
DY (150 XMeq)
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EXPLAINER

A. M. Jigeesh

The story so far:
he Union Agriculture Ministry
released the draft Seeds Bill on
November 12, and has invited
public comments on it till
December 11. The Seeds Bill, seen as a
regulatory step to ensure quality of seeds
sold and distributed to farmers, promotes
“ease of doing business” and reduces
compliance burden, while maintaining
strong provisions to penalise serious
violations, as per the government. The
government has been open about its
intention to amend the Seeds Act of 1966
and the Seeds (Control) Order of 1983.

‘What has been the history?
According to the Union Agriculture
Ministry, in 2023-24, the country had an
overall requirement of 462.31 lakh
quintals of seeds for various crops with
availability being 508.60 lakh quintals,
which then led to a surplus of 46.29 lakh
quintals of seeds.

The seed industry has been demanding
that the 1966 Act should be amended to
accommodate technological and scientific
advancements in the sphere of seeds and
to address the changes in trade and
commerce over the last six decades. In
their initial response, the Federation of
Seed Industry of India Chairman Ajai
Rana said the release of the draft is a
timely and much-needed step toward
modernising India’s seed regulatory
framework. However, the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha, an umbrella body of farmers,
said they will continue to oppose moves
to bring amendments in the Bill that are
“anti-farmer”.

‘What are the new provisions?

The Bill provides a regulatory mechanism
in the area of import, production and
supply of quality seeds. The Bill does not
restrict the right of the farmer to grow,
SOW, re-Sow, save, use, exchange, share or

B

T

. o

>y 2 o
3L Ry

New reforms: Women farmers sow maize seeds in a field, in Morigaon on November 10. PTI

sell his farm seeds, except when he sells
such seed or planting material under a
brand name. The Bill defines farmer,
dealer, distributor and producer as
separate entities that deal with the
production, distribution, trade and use of
seeds. It also provides for the
establishment of 27-member Central and
15-member State seed committees. The
Central seed committee can recommend
the minimum limits of germination,
genetic and physical purity, traits, seed
health and additional standards of seeds
to the Union Government. The State Seed
Committee can advise the State
Government on registration of seed
producers, seed processing units, seed
dealers, distributors and plant nurseries.
Under the Bill, it is mandatory that all
seed processing units must be registered
with the State governments based on the

provisions in the proposed legislation.
The Bill, however, adds that to promote
ease of doing business, the Union
government may establish a merit based
and transparent Central Accreditation
System for companies operating in
multiple States.

The Bill suggests the creation of the
office of Registrar to keep a National
Register on seed varieties under the
Central seed committee. The procedure
for conducting field trials to assess the
Value for Cultivation and Use of any kind
or variety is also detailed in the draft Bill.

The Bill also has provisions for the
establishment of Central and State seed
testing laboratories, where analysis of
seed of any kind or variety shall be
carried out in the prescribed manner. The
Bill also explains the role and powers of
seed inspectors, an officer with powers

What does the draft Seeds Bill entail?

Why has the seed industry been demanding a reform of the Seeds Act of 1966? What are the punishments prescribed for flouting provisions under the Bill? Why
are farmers’ groups worried about the new draft Bill? What will be the roles of the Central and State Seed Committees?

under the provisions of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita to search or
seize. The Bill details the punishment for
trivial, minor and major offences for
flouting provisions under the Bill. The
punishment ranges from a fine of
350,000 to 330 lakh and up to three years
of imprisonment.

What are changes from 2019 draft?
One of the major changes is in the section
of offences and punishments. In the
previous draft, the offences were covered
under consumer protection laws and the
penalty ranged between 325,000 and 5
lakh and an imprisonment up to one year.
There are substantial changes with
respect to this section in the new draft.
On farmers’ rights, the new draft links
the matter with the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers Rights Act. On
quality norms, the standards have been
tightened. The new Bill looks at the
import of seeds in a more liberal way.

What are the concerns of farmers?
The All India Kisan Sabha, a constituent
of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, said the Bill
is poised to increase cost of cultivation by
allowing corporates to indulge in the
predatory pricing of seeds. They doubt
the Bill is part of a larger political project
of the RSS-BJP to dispossess small farmers
and surrender the country’s seed
sovereignty to a handful of multinational
and domestic monopolies.

They demanded that the new draft
must complement, not conflict with, the
progressive legal safeguards already
established under the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers Right Act of 2001,
and India’s international commitments
under the Convention on Biological
Diversity and the International Treaty on
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture. The Kisan Sabha pointed out
that the draft Seeds Bill introduces a
heavily centralised and corporatised
regulatory system that risks weakening
farmer-centered protection and diluting
India’s legal architecture for biodiversity
conservation and farmers’ rights.

THE GIST

v

The seed industry has been
demanding that the 1966 Act
should be amended to
accommodate technological
and scientific advancements in
the sphere of seeds and to
address the changes in trade
and commerce over the last six
decades.

v

The Bill also has provisions for
the establishment of Central
and State seed testing
laboratories, where analysis of
seed of any kind or variety shall
be carried out in the prescribed
manner.

v

The All India Kisan Sabha, a
constituent of the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha, said the Bill is
poised to increase cost of
cultivation by allowing
corporates to indulge in the
predatory pricing of seeds.
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