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Page 02 :GS 3 : Environment / Prelims

Hard uguu FEAv dis (@ diddte) A g gRa st ur (@siieh) &1 & ot Ruld & g foan & fob
IR U H 50% I HfF UgWr UgWUr IeT (SITUTes) Uguur f8=01 AFES! &1 1 8! HRes |
TR RG RATSHIST 3R 1% gXIaT & davlg, efid SUfIY T Ugyul &1 U UgE did
¥ gU €| T8 e UadH &t pHTaRiadr 3R Idd fas d&dl & Ui YRd &1 ufdagdl & 9 § Agayuf

50% of U.P. industries
flout norms: report
on Ganga pollution

IaTdt 33T 3|

Nikhil M. Babu
NEW DELHI

In its recent report submit-
ted to the National Green
Tribunal, the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB)
stated that over 50% of the
“operational” Grossly Pol-
luting Industries (GPIs) in
62 districts of Uttar Pra-
desh were not in com-
pliance with the govern-
ment-stipulated pollution
guidelines.

In July 2022, the Allaha-
bad High Court directed
the CPCB to test samples
from industries in U.P. The
board then formed 50
teams and undertook a
surprise inspection of
1,370 GPls, 36 Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs)

and eight Effluent Treat-
ment Plants (ETPs) in the
State, the report stated.

“Total of 1,370 inspec-
tion reports of GPIs (in-
cluding 858 operational
units and 512 non-opera-
tional units) have been pre-
pared. Of the 858 opera-
tional GPls, 415 were found
complying and 443 are
non-compliant with the
norms,” the CPCB report
dated September 17 read. It
also mentioned that, of the
512 non-operational units,
eight ETPs were found to
be operational.

“Out of these eight un-
its, four units have been
found complying, whereas
the remaining four units
were found non-com-
pliant,” the report stated.
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cpcBRRuEdr e e (Ridar 2022-23 fAtemn

. Rieror fpu TE I 1,370 SUtes (858 UfkameH, 512 TR-URameH) |

. 3JUTeH fRufa: 858 afkarad Siidlens § I oad 415 (48%) 7 UgNUITGRIHGRI GG, 443
(52%) AHTFGS! BT Ieera fod|

. St B P& fomam TR 8 TRIUE et Wie (@eith) B ¥ 4 SIUTa R 3B ¥, 4 TR-3FUeH o
e Ul

. i3S Aot wic @gddh): 36 o1 e i a1, 7% R e R R T RUE AT i g
T 8| fhal TR 6) |

Rfde Ay

1. TR RISH (2014)
o UGHU & YA IURMTH, el daTdhed & ol Ui TR&UT fRH|
o U1 YR, St Bt Ydg &1 ThTs, NI Uiy AR, Urior Twsdl &1 HaR Rl g
o I TSR] HATTY o g AP I T A (THTHTSH) gRT Srif=ad fobar |
2. HdRfte @ siia ugwor e §16)
o I (UGN fAaRUT 3R fa=) SifdfATH, 1974 & dgd wifafde Rem|
o BT U B TOIGHT BT TR SRAT, UG AT B AN HRAT, B 3R I8! B Galg STl
3. TSId RIS g =amarfie i, 2010)
o TATaRUI fqarel ot WU & for fariy =i e |
o TR UGHUI R IR-8R HRAls B el 301 § EATRIEIE gradic H 3R TR & HHa! § 1fhd
B!
4. AUB UGUUIBTT ST (GPI)
o I >100 fHarm/fea Sfaw siiedtem 7t @lsna)) a1 >10,000 e/ Uy oI &Y
Afedi ¥ S8R B
o U &F: gHg & HREM (BFR, I1@), Dt i, fefeast, st ofk qre, wusT|

qodA= deH SR fazayor

1. Waad 3R
o THIRF ARG ame® e & arave, Sienfiie SrafRsl w Sifg=or &= gaf
gl
o PHHSR YdaH, YFEIR 3R TaTE SUAR &l Bt HH! B M BT 8|
2. TIgd) Hiaw a9 SN srufe
o YRR & sticrst T Udt Taan g fob 1 UgwuT BT 70-80 Wi I 31fAd Su=IRE Haw &
BT B, Afh It STediait U ergefl, Tamal, <) rufist &l Siisd B
o GHI fHA®R c! B IgTeH B! 9gc JRpa a ad & |
3. Saraes! b Ye,
o H3 GPl R-8R 3o & Fraelg URDTE SR 38@d g |
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o TR-PRTHS T WIS Y= B4 ard TETUl/SA Fravi—e A< 3fadT & <2iid g

3T B I /RAwBTIRRA

o TadH P Aolgd HRAT: WA 48, IRAAD THT URIY Fagd Se1 & Iy ¥ Siules & 9
TR

. TaoID- ol YRTGRY: G&fdl & g TaeTdl/AcTd Ueied 1|

. IR AR TS SR 3 -ararerl & FReR FARIe0T & H1ey 9 SruTa Had SR et

. TN UM Y oRd fHaed (ZLD) 3R 1Y Targ SU=R Jore |

. RS YR RIFHT T/, ARTRS JHT &1 Idodl § A 8141 Al

. Y EBHIO: Haw IUER, e fafawe, aieRur 3R S SIFRedhdl & e |

e

Wit o1 RUE 1 Hsdt s B ISR HR! & SHNfe TR-FTUTe HRT & T e} TRe&or firem,
THIH 77 B HHGR BT SR} IGdT g1 9F db e Udad-, dob-te! I 3R WG St Taracal ol
Told el foar Srdr, ad db T &1 ST ed Hira! -1 67| YR & (oY, W Afedl &1 gHfEd s A
Had TH UIRFRUAS SMaadwdl § , Sfch Th YD Hdcd (3G 21, Siia" BIIBR)SARSDG 6
I 3R W3 P dgd U Uladgd H g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

wy: FFafated 3wl «R faar o3

OSBRI H : Jag HAe™

1. FHIH T : SNEUCSREEINE

2. ST R Sifpum © UYIaRUT, 9 Td Sidarg URad- HATed
3. 4G Yguul T §I8 qafaRl, a9 U9 Saarg uRdc- #Ared
SR & ¥ HH-91/4 g Fg1 GHd 5/8?

(a) had 1

(b) Pad 1 3R 2

(c) PIT 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

31X : )

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: IR-SR AP §XI&Y P SIavg, T g1 ! Jad Ugid Aled § I T &l | TgquT
AMCS! o1 U YT dx H rauTiers!, Tdet 3R o8 WRBR] Bt AT IR T4 B | (250 Ueg)
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YRA AR T A G & 3 facet H ace Be Sfedr 2025 HRHH & GRI [ I TR & A0 TR
Il HI 8 | TG & IU UHHA R ORI gRT 31T TN SR yer=HAT T Aidt gRT W@rTd fbuy sy
IR &1 3= oy el & o9 Y AR Y&t &1 Togd 31 8 | T8 Ugd AR HeAld &b Th -4
ST HI SR ¢, WA U TH B 59 Ay @1 Y[ Y/ansft &l sraarg uikac, Sos 3R IReorard!
U & HRUT TGYFT BT I BT TS 8T 8|

India, Russia discuss BRICS
grain exchange plan to
boost agriculture trade ties

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Dmitry Pa-
trushev here on Thursday
and discussed plans of
creating a common agricul-
tural food exchange that
will help in boosting agri-
culture trade among the
BRICS member-countries.
Mr. Modi conveyed his
greetings to President Vla-
dimir Putin saying he is
looking forward to welcom-
ing him for the 23rd India-
Russia annual summit to be
hosted here later this year.

“Happy to meet Russia’s
Deputy Prime Minister
Dmitry Patrushev at the
World Food India 2025. We
discussed ways to streng-
then our win-win coopera-
tion in agriculture, fertiliz-
ers and food processinE,”

Trade diplomacy : Deputy Prime Minister of Russia Dmitry
Patrushev with Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the World Food
India 2025 program in New Delhi, on Thursday. bpPR PMO

said Mr. Modi after the
meeting.

The Russian Embassy
said the two sides dis-
cussed the ongoing work
on a Free Trade Agreement
between India and the Eu-
rasian Economic Union.
“Additionally, the topic of
creating a BRICS Grain Ex-
change was raised - a
move that will help boost
mutual agricultural trade,”

said the Embassy.

“Russia highly values its
special and privileged part-
nership with India. India is
one of Russia’s key allies in
the international arena. Ev-
ery year, Russian-Indian
economic cooperation
reaches impressive levels.
In 2024, the trade turnover
between our two countries
reached a historic high,”
said Mr. Patrushev.

Yo o1 g@I faxivan

. vfaynfh dier At Sk =9 & 39 gy et taRia|

. S TSIST: BN YBURT, Javab, WTe YHHUT|
. O URATE: UCW-GR & oY URGRN, Ay oS R & gfaut & o e sMeT tares &t

At
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o 3 AT YRA-GIRIA 3% H9 Jad IR FHSid IR W |
. dai: 2024 H URT-FY AUR HRIER ARG s R Ugd T, 56T g8 HRUI dd, IaRdb
3R Y& FIIT |

Rfde Ay

1. oo @oia, 9, HR4, T, Tfer 3fbidm!, + 2024 H o, 3Rt 33, Tgad 3R SR, T3
3RE WY U HEW)
o 2009 H 7Ifdd (@ foih, 2010 # fawamia) |
o WHY: 9guelia R, Afye TR § QuR, Sfdor-cféor wgan|
o 3 UEH: 9 4 (g Saqudic d), fora S1anfaTe Riod e, R a1 SR WR =]
2. 3T AMUR 3R Ay T
o B g1 T qad g1 g fafds g
o YR 919d, Tg, aId! 1 U UHE SHGH &, Afh WTe YRET YA & & o i &
Tfasfid BRar B
o WY EEpifd 3R YLt YRael SaaU™ (Geb G, ARy Hedh) ddh U IR WehTH! Hl
Tyl §91d g |
3. YRA-BY N FgAT
o T IIRDI, Vg, ToE! & ddl BT WG SMYfdiahdi|
o YRd: 91T, I1ad, TG SdTG! BT fHaid &l g
o T W URRHRUT 3R H-ddb-iiep H Tgad ITH b Wil dR g ¢ |

gaa e v fazeyur

1. Y-ISaBDIoT
o P TIGhATGUYH =N & ufaeel & HRUI S YR & 1Y Aogd AR Gae gl g
o TR 77 vauES Uiy -fifd SR WewE! 3R SiaR-3meRd de W fRar & &1
HAM|
2. HRA & fga
o 3T 1.4 faferam @ & forg SR iR AT JRem YAfda w1
o UiEH STORT 9§ W TR H fafderdr o1, Sfarr-cfarr gganT & ary WRiEd 1|

o UHITAS Tara<rar &) Ugferd BT - AR iR Ry T9 & 1Y JSd §U T & 1Y e
DI TTERT DA
3. e &
o U AN faf g geg uRefRiarn fRR 3mgfd $iR @ qRam TganT o 9 3|
o g, Tl & B8 & - YRd A T IuiFarsit Bt JRem & oy Mg e w FHafa
yfaseemiearg , shurfiert &) W &R I&dr g
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A

. SN Frafd Hifaal &t o/ &A1 (URA & Uidey 9910 9 & SifR) |

o faedl W gRen wuflddrett & ary fae o fafdy vewl & da I9a|

. A G 3R [e TU [@exg, fRifth, derom)|

. 3P AT 3Y fay TR Yonferd) & Wigd B4 & TU | a1 off JhdT g
3T Bt I8

e HRA B IR FR&T, FU-AH1D [AHT MR W D] a2 & T T &1 Ay IS AT
. fom & iR S-S a1 R GE1 AUR &I Serar ol
. IR W QRe 3R i ufasgasie da Iqed|

THIad Yr3Y o ford ey ugd YRigd 3 o fore aguelia Glamr-glam R SRl o geqd S|

e

freRT ST faf g &1 TRard SR SiicawTal gRT Afyd IR WRET B 947 STHR o & YA &l
SR 3, faRy =0 & YI[orifae S=Iifd 3R e Wdhe & - | YR & oY, I8 AgaqUl HiY-3d &
IRIET B PT AR g 3R G B! Ue (TR W Ul & &9 & UL HA & a4 Th 19 ¢ | 59 Ugd Dl
e fafdy Gaw fadl & o RIfid o3, URaRid GRfd B3 iR AP e Jran mufiebdrsh &
1Y T d fasm R AR w3t

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

uy: foo T & HeH H, fafaiaa syt w faar sifse:

1. g SAATHC §F DI RITUAT e gRT 618 & T o 1Y Bt 75 |

2. AH DG Ro/d HaRIT HT I YA Gadl & fBIIH Tdad & o § avadl 3R Tgiaard!
SUHRON o HILAH I JeTIdl TG BT 5 |

3.2025 T, fa Ry 7 Y HUR &I Fgrar ¢+ & o 3[N g & foaR WR =i &1
Sudad By H A BI9-91/4 TE 8/e?

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) HIT 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3R (d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TH: TRATIAd o 3FToT URTA S 3M11feh TgaIT 3R Y-ITSTiTcid UM Gl Bl GRITdl & | HRd Bi AT GR&
3R facwr Hifa & fo sues ffedrdf &1 sdemTers fazawor &1 (150 Xeq)
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e U BT &1 | gU s faRly uexi (RidaR 2025) R @Fl 3R g & did TER1d Ay & 3SR
FRA & | B T R0, I e 3R W AT 39 a1 Ugd & JHgNdl & SIaq[g, T BT Gulf,

To! AT DI M B, AH B MRS 3R AP IoHITdD
W B A e 81 9 iR Ui ot e § o der
HT IS R, FTB! IS TINRITGD!T 3R SHfgada TiRgpia®
fafaerar & Tmy, fRUFY &1 TagT=iier 3R wifed ST R

qdaH e H g

. z4%ﬁm:%m:a€ﬁﬁﬁwaﬁ%w€rw;4ﬁﬁm
IS ST 3R fed Srefia Tereg Adehled s |
. faRiy &Y =i
TAERa B! guf o9 o7 golf |
SIS XTIl o ol Sat Sl P M HRAT|
RGN & e A<t &1 3mRemn|
e Ieifcrd UldHfe |
. ANRS U TE:
o WguUSEls! (TS - Sla-ggacis|
o DRAASHICHTARN (Fol) - GRAFIgAPRAT|
o TdWGl & davg, Gl IR-P! Toie H Ty U
S 2025 AT 95% RIT ] HieT, UgTe! uRual H 33% Afgan
SIREUT, TR ST, AT U3 B AT |
T & foTE fOTR: 4@ g8drdl - aTdl el SR IS (-9 aidd
Tied) SieRudaraHHd|

Rifde A9y

TERT P g ARG Y (2019) &b Y B §RT TR - 34
370 B! FART B & §1¢ TH-HRER T 37 foar mar| e
Fg gRI R 8|

2. fau™ &1 B3 YT - YarR Isdi (3, Hured, fieiRy,
roRn & snfearht &= &1 Tard UeH axa g | dERE H Y,
TP 3R B RN B TH GR& B AT B

3. e Wd Ugre! fae ukue (Uauuds — ©g (1995)
IR PRAE (2003)1 i wfdaa; &1 A Hegd
CRIRI RS EC e IRERUEAR|

=

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

Mistrust in Ladakh

Legitimate aspirations of a people neec
to be taken into account

he festering unrest in the Union Territor
r of Ladakh turned violent on Septembe

24, which resulted in the deaths of fo.
ersons and several others being injured. In th
ves of the Centre, the protest leaders had acte
1 bad faith even as efforts were underway to ac
ress their long-standing demands. These ai
atehood for Ladakh, inclusion under the Sixt
:hedule of the Constitution (which grants autc
omy to tribal areas), reservation in jobs for l¢
ils, and greater political representation. Th
aders and organisations at the forefront of th
szitation have, however, said that the arson an
olence were carried out by those outside the
ntrol. The protesters and the Centre have aj
ealed to the youth of Ladakh to remain caln
he Ladakh protests have been championed b
vo major civil society coalitions — the Leh Ape
ody (LAB), representing Buddhist-majority Lel
1d the Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA), reprt
nting Muslim-majority Kargil. While thes
oups do have many disagreements, they ar
nited in a four-point agenda for constitution:
ifeguards and greater political autonomy for th
'gion. On Wednesday, a shutdown called by th
»uth wing of LAB turned violent in Leh, whic
icluded the burning of the office of the Bharat
1 Janata Party and the vandalising of the heac
uarters of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Dev
jpment Council (LAHDC).

The Centre and these outfits had reached a
sreement in May 2025, which seemingly ac
ressed core concerns through measures such ¢
5% reservation in jobs for locals (including S1
1d EWS), 33% reservation for women in the Hi
evelopment Council, strict domicile criteri:
1d recognition of local languages such as Bhot
urgi, Balti and Shina. However, on Septembe¢
3, the hospitalisation of two elderly protester:
ho were on a hunger strike with climate activi:
nam Wangchuk, triggered a fresh round of pt
lic protest mostly led by youth. The Centre no
leges that Mr. Wangchuk is instigating violenc
hile a resolution to all demands has been in th
orks. The Centre has also hinted at the involw
lent of foreign elements. There is evidently
1p between the perceptions of the protester
1d the Centre on both the issues at hand and th
ay forward. Ladakh is a sensitive security spc
ir the country. This makes it all the more impo
int that the people of the region are taken int
nfidence even while troublemakers ar
rought under control. The legitimate aspir:
ons of the people can be addressed withot
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4. AP A -
o MG I (T8 I, ifdha (Mrafd-sfeesam) |
o T YRA-TH Ry & forg oig aHret &t |
o IR 381 ARAM, STeary-Hae-1=id &7 |

fRufa &1 fazewor

1. &% BT VB0 ORIy FR aral a1 "R Ay & &1 FR I3 ¢, I8N / =i Il gR1 SHdrs T8
fgaml

2. UeRHSIRGY &1 TRHI: Fg faagarst & T T8t HR 6T 8, SRS gRad= 3R gk
ReHBTSR |

3. oy o wft: goEhal (3mer, Hf¥YaR) & STavE, I5T & gof 3R B3t ST & GRem Iuraf Pt
TR AT IR A T e man g

4. R A U HIG! g ARG W= 8 & ATd, TR B Holgd Bbag (a0 & Saadhdl g
Y WA BT TS GRT R&T SIRGH & FY H @1 S 9hal 5|

5. THINIG Mo T Thdl: U8 & Sl 9Hg! 3IR SRATT & JRaT THg! & aid a7 Toie W gaH
eI ST TR W TR SR BT Wb Sl |

3T &t I8

. Targ 3R fayrg-Fforn &g o THaRl ardf & Taust, $SIT 3R ANRG THS & 131 & A1 e
EIRY

. oy QRam: P Y& Y gHeid f fomT faviv vy o B3 SrggEl a1 srfwde 371 St
TIRT) T Ul T

. dfad Wi LAHDC &1 3ifie foxita SiR faemdt st & ary w=red s=m|

. a1 eTae: e i, mikfufas srefifam gt fRidrsit o deifid Hra srema & A |

o TR& + [AT WP AN B AbdiAD D&M & Y IUHIAD & Hariarsii o1 Thigpd
AT

ey

TR P A WA & TR U B DI FAIAA! DI X@ifhd Bl § STaf Y-IoHidd HagTRTerd]
R w13l & WY Ul Rl 81 gTdifes HRd 39 ke & AR Haradf &z & JRem ¥ wweiar T81
TR GHdl g, Al ANl DI dY AbditA® AN B SAGE A U SudIad SRR HI TR ¢ | Th
gfaaivd =fBivr - Gawfe gt & Hiar Taradr, ufafAfa ok givefas qRen gRfa s - wifa,
fRRAT 3R TERE B YR B! AibdiAd TIURT H WU B & ol Ag@yu g |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
UY: HRAIG Afae 3t 831 gyt & deH H, Fafulad sy=1 w faar sif:
1. U8 JR & $ ST &5 & foY TRt U= ST T ol g
2. i 58 & IrsguTe & U fore SiR &y uRval & iR &7 3 Mufid A &t Afk g
3. &G Ug< A B B! ST b Tl WMl B |
SWRIF H I B F1/4 HY Tgl /87
(a) Had 1 3R 2
(b) Had 2 3R 3
(c) Had 1 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3

3X: (a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: TEIG H I 6 [ORIY TSR RIFY MTehiansf 3R AP JR&( SAarddrsii & sid d-1d Bl Gebe bR g |
Y e & JHIYM & oy Iuas Gaunfe SR IR faswedt R == 31 (150 Req)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
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SRy IRadH ¥ 941 M TH, Tad I8y # 9o 1R Jrdei-e Wy ok faew gaifadl 3 9t
FEIHAIRIBIE | Holl-PIA TR BRI (24 &7 IRTTT R fSWiee Al W YR # gifern 989
Folt W& gt 3R e db s Uge Pl debTal ATaRIHhdl & oid a9 TR YT STert 8
HASR TGS & oy, RaaH 3F Te [Taiiar 781 g, dfeh Sl a9, SATSad! B & I 3R Jadyg
g AT IR & g T 3ol srg e Su g

ooling rights in a sweltering South

Access to air conditioning is currently severely limited in developing countries, including in India. Enhancing this access is urgently required as a public health

safeguard and a necessity for adaptation to climate change. Cooling is no longer a matter of comfort for the global South, but a frontline adaptation need

EXPLAINER

Ankita Ranjan

n June 2025, the Government of

India (Gol) proposed that all new

air conditioning systems (ACs) in

homes, commercial spaces and
vehicles must operate within the
temperature range of 20 C to 28 C, with
24 C as the default setting. The Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE) estimates that
this proposal could save 20 billion units of
energy annually, amounting to ¥10,000
crores and emissions reduction of 16
million tonnes. While such energy-saving
measures are important there are more
fundamental issues that need to be
addressed. Access to air conditioning is
currently severely limited in developing
countries, including India. Enhancing this
access is urgently required as a public
health safeguard and a necessity for
adaptation to climate change. By treating
cooling primarily as an energy and
emissions concern, the need to
universalise access to cooling and
provision of public facilities that can
protect vulnerable populations from heat
stress often gets sidelined.

In India, access to air conditioning
remains severely inadequate, and the
main challenge is insufficiency. Cooling is
no longer a matter of comfort for the
global South, but a frontline adaptation
need. In 2021, only 13% of urban and 1% of
rural households in India owned an AC.
While efficiency and behavioural
measures can reduce the emissions
footprint of existing users, without
simultaneously prioritising access to the
most vulnerable, such policies risk
becoming symbolic gestures that are
ineffective in confronting deeper
inequities at the heart of climate justice.

While the national average of AC
ownership in India is approximately 5%, it
is overwhelmingly concentrated amongst
the urban rich. In 2021, the richest 10% in
India, mostly residing in urban areas,
owned 72% of the total ACs.

This disparity is also reflected in

The per capita electricity consumption for space cooling is 7 GJ in the U.S., which is over 28 times higher
than in India, 19 times higher than in Indonesia and 13 times higher than in Brazil. FILE PHOTO

interstate and regional differences.

The inter-country cooling divide is
even more stark and inequitable.
Developed countries have long enjoyed
near universal access to thermal comfort,
primarily through widespread heating
systems, but more recently through the
increased adoption of air conditioning. In
2020, nearly 90% households in the U.S.
and Japan owned an AC, as compared to
22% in Central and South America and
only 6% in Sub-Saharan Africa. The per
capita electricity consumption for space
cooling is 7 GJ in the U.S., which is over 28
times higher than in India, 19 times higher
than in Indonesia and 13 times higher
than in Brazil.

During the European heatwave, which
peaked around 42 C in cities like London
and Paris, urgent public investments were
made in cooling infrastructure, with the
current AC ownership doubling in Europe
since 1990, and the International Energy
Agency (IEA) projecting a four-fold
increase by 2050. While several major
cities in the global South routinely record
temperatures above 40 C, the
international discourse around their
rising cooling demand is widely framed as
a mitigation problem, while it is justified

as a necessary adaptation measure for the
North, indicating a troubling hypocrisy.

The Imperative of cooling
The World Health Organization (WHO)
estimates that between 2000 and 2019,
heat exposure contributed to
approximately 489,000 global deaths,
with India alone recording more than
20,000 heat-related deaths in this period.
While extreme heat is increasingly
recognised as one of the prominent
health threats in the global South, the
resulting mortality or morbidity rate is
not solely a function of rising
temperatures. It in fact reflects the acute
shortage of protective infrastructure such
as thermally secured housing, reliable
electricity supply and adequately
equipped public health systems. In 2022,
the majority of the health care facilities in
high-income countries had a reliable
power supply, whereas nearly one billion
people in the lower-middle and
low-income countries were served by
facilities with unreliable or no power
supply.

In South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa
(SSA), 12% and 15% health centres,
respectively, had no electricity, while only

50% hospitals in SSA reported having a
reliable power supply.

Without adequate energy
infrastructure, providing essential
services such as neonatal care,
climate-controlled emergency rooms, and
vaccine refrigeration becomes precarious
as they rely on stable cooling systems.
During periods of extreme heat, countries
like Kenya, Ghana and Burkina Faso have
recorded sharp spikes in cardiovascular,
respiratory and renal conditions that
cannot be treated safely in overheated
and underpowered facilities. Beyond
hospitals, the lack of cooling access also
undermines workspace safety and labour
productivity.

In India, almost 80% of the labour
force is engaged in sectors such as
agriculture, construction and street
vending; jobs that require strenuous
outdoor activities. Recognising this
vulnerability, several Indian States and
cities have developed Heat Action Plans
(HAPs) that include early warning
systems, information sharing, heat
shelters and public awareness campaigns.
However, their implementation is often
constrained due to underfunding, limited
institutional coordination and weak legal
foundations. Addressing these
intersecting challenges in the global South
requires an urgent need to integrate heat
resilience as a core development priority
through policies that focus on stronger
labour protection, targeted social safety
nets and comprehensive heat action
plans.

As low-income nations already face
staggering challenges due to economic
and energy poverty, without large-scale
investments in public infrastructure and
access to finance from the North, cooling
will remain unaffordable for billions in the
South. Closing this gap is important to
prevent avoidable deaths, protect
livelihoods and build climate-resilient
public systems. Therefore, cooling must
not be treated as a climate liability to be
rationed, but as a non-negotiable
development right that is crucial for
strengthening equity and enabling
adaptation.

THE GIST

In 2020, nearly 90% of
households in the U.S. and
Japan owned an AC,
compared to 22% in Central
and South America and only
6% in Sub-Saharan Africa

v

In India, the national average
of AC ownership is around 5%,
concentrated mostly among
the urban rich

v

The World Health Organization
estimates that between 2000
and 2019, heat exposure
caused approximately 489,000
deaths globally
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

1. e BT TR WH (ST &1 IET FHoll GefdT 3R SHIHa &ldaqwdl&ﬁﬁaﬁﬁ&ﬂaﬂﬁ@

Ytae de feeTss 3R it uga gRfdd =1 g

2. HRA H, 2021 TP 15% I HH S URART 3R 5% I HH A0 IREART & UM TR HIRR Y|

3. 4Rd ¥ gc TRM WH (el g &9 9 3ol el &R (Alas) & ded ar] [5hU ofd & |

4. AHRYd TV 3HA B MaAHdl & U § I e A B Ifad 380d 8, Safds a9y o
Il BT T & GBI U I A AT & =0 § IR I g |

SWRIG & ¥ S A HYF T8 67

(a) Had 1, 2 3R 3

(b) A 1, 2 3R 4

(c) Had 2 3R 4

(d) ad 1, 3 3R 4

3X: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

W: Yidei dad U 3R -T6] & dieth Teliad 913y B Udh 3Ha g | YR DI SIcar] SRl 3R =HHcTd
el & HeH # TS ATy B3| (150 sS)
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v AR AT $1 3egd YR H SR1aTd! SR SU-IFATS! IS & dgd THE P o=l 8 | P & §9I
T I ¥ HIgHIHS Teiel # [fgd, I sigede 15, 16 3R 19 & d5d "I Y, TP ANRGT" & HauTeh
el &1 AT Sar g | SHfarg-3nuRa SRl B Urufiedr <o), U8 UgRl AN, YA iR
oo HAfieRt & dfa dee 3 bR ¥ oIt #xt &, o siaRe vaiRal & SifieRT SR HRd
el &1 GHARI & IR § fidTg §g & §

Swatahsiddha Sarkar

anjan, A. (2025). Provincial

Citizenship: Jharkhand

Domicile, Migration and

Politics of Scale. Studies in
Indian Politics, forthcoming (published
online, September 2025)

Mobility in its many forms has long
been considered core to the notion of
progress and the formation of civilisation.
Conversely, sedentarism - the practice of
living in one place ~ emerges from the
1 to link property, des nd
lineage to the control of resources. World
history is replete with the caravan trails of
tribes, pastoralists, traders, and soldiers.
This historical context of mobility is
reinforced by today’s global networks,
which facilitate a new world defined by
the flow of not only goods, services, and
capital but also labour. This, of course,
alludes to globalisation -~ a force that has
affected our social, cultural, political, and
economic standpoints, as well as our very
perspectives and identities.

A matter of concern

Given this backdrop, it's curious that
while the idea of mobility has expanded,
our physical mobility often remains
restricted, particularly when it comes to
seeking livelihoods outside one’s home
State. Despite the precarity of migrant
workers becoming painfully evident
during the COVID-19 pandemic, Indian
metropolises remain the most coveted
destinations for destitute rural workers
from different States.

More recently, in the wake of the
National Register of Citizens (NRC)
updation and the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of Electoral Rolls, the
istreatment of migrant labour in various
cities has become a matter of national

debate and anxiety. While there has been
an upsurge of a media-fed ‘public mood”,
the “public mind’ needs to be nudged
toward a deeper engagement with
complex issues like inter-state migration.
In this regard, it's worth reflecting on
provocative discussions in academic
forums where fresh insights, such as
“provincial citizenship” (a term pitched
by Alok Ranjan, a PhD candidate at JNU),
are sparking deep reflection. Following
Ranjan’s lead, it is meaningful to explore

safeguard minorities (like the Valmikis,
Gorkhas, and West Pakistan refugees).
Jharkhand, however, represents a case
where domicile was used to articulate
majoritarian grievances against the
perceived influence of a minority elite in a
State formed in 2000. Backed by its
unique history, the politics of domicile in
Jharkhand departs from the norms seen
in Sixth Schedule regions. It tends to
encompass the whole State, superseding
the nation’s federal structure and

the idea of i Sta fora
broader audience, especially for those
who might think this issue only concerns
the directly affected or the policymakers
tasked with providing relief.

Ranjan's work reflects on inter-State
migration and how it has drafted a new
chapter in the “politics of domicile”
within India’s democratic body politic,
though this operates only at the
provincial level. “Provincial citizenship®
emerges from nativist politics rooted in an
emotional belonging to a State, which
gains immediate leverage in regional
electoral politics. In the process, the
entanglement of spatial identity, freedom
of movement, and citizenship allows
domicile to surface as a new category for
political mobilisation. Crucially, these
tendencies accentuate the significance of
States as sites of citizenship, even ata
time when a more inclusive, national-level
citizenship is being emphasised as the
fulcrum of Akhanda Bharat (Undivided
India).

Following Ranjan, we see that a close
scrutiny of States like Jharkhand, Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K), and Assam can help
us understand how domicile becomes a
potent political instrument. In J&K,
domicile policies were implemented after
the 2019 abrogation of its special status as
a measure of inclusive politics to

) ¢ the national citizenship rights
guaranteed by Article 16(2) of the Indian
Constitution.

Attaining statehood did not resolve
sub-nationalist politics in Jharkhand.
Instead, these sentiments were
channelled into a democratic politics of
domicile after 2000. This transition
challenges the “one nation, one
citizenship” ideal. Here, the notion of a
single national citizenship is undermined
by the efficacy of the unofficiall

Citizens, domicile, migrants: Why should
we worrty about Provincial Citizenship?

Provincial citizenship emerges from nativist politics rooted in an emotional belonging to a State, which gains immediate leverage in regional electoral
politics. It challenges the idea of singular Indian citizenship, sparking debates over definitions of native; ‘indigenous, Adiv.

‘local, or ‘son of the soil

provincial contexts is not new. Myron
Weiner, in his book Sons of the Soil:
Migration and Ethnic Conflict in India
(1978), was perhaps the first to assess the
social and political consequences of
internal migration in States like
Maharashtra, Bihar, and . More
recent coinages like “citizen-outsiders™
(Roy 2010), “ditferentiated citizenship”
(Jayal 2013), and “paused citizens”
(Sharma 2024) “hyphenated nationality”
(Sarkar 2025) have enriched our
cabulary for an: g thi

It is also relevant to cor
recommendations of the States
Reorganisation Commission (SRC) of 1955,
The members of the SRC anticipated the

bl of disci

arising from domicile policies.
greatly concerned about these rule;
finding them inconsistent with Articles 15,
16, and 19 of the Constitution and
contrary to the very concept of Indian

i The stated: “We do

constructed idea of provincial citizenship,
whose political importance can render
the national framework inadequate.

Jharkhand's experience also suggests
that conflicts between the interests of
internal migrants and the concerns of
provincial citizenship cannot be
democratically adjudicated within the
existing political structure, often
requiring the Supreme Court’s
intervention.

The newness of an old idea
This “unofficial” provincial citizenship
problematises the official idea of a
singular Indian citizenship. It creates a
contest over definitions of ‘native’,
“indigenous’, ‘Adivasi’, ‘local’, or ‘son of
the soil’ that exist alongside the identity
of an Indian citizen.

The problem of internal migrants in

not feel called upon to pronounce on the
purely legal aspects of these restrictions,
but we have no doubt whatsoever that
their total effect is the exact opposite of
what was intended by the Constitution”
(SRC Report 1955, p. 230).

‘The SRC Report recommended that
domicile rules should be replaced by
appropriate Parliamentary legislation,
warning that “Otherwise, the concept of a
common Indian citizenship would have
no meaning” (pp. 230-231). In many
respects, the concept of provincial
citizenship echoes these decades-old
warnings. Its newness lies in how this
concept has transcended the passivity of
a written report to become an active and
grave reality.

(Swatahsiddha Sarkar teaches at the Centre
for Himalayan Studies, University of North
Bengal, Darjeeling, West Bengal)
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THE & UR W= ST 1T

1. TRUTHT 3R Iga:
o i ARG SHTYG a1 RIFHG UgdH & YR TR IoHiad R e RwiieR ueH
Rl g, o o FaTREl &1 Sfiaie Jara I /T &l ¢ |
o & TG IASHIT H AT B1Ra &I 3fR I HiaTsiidbIarea bl
2. HTHA BT HI:
o FRTS: 2000 & TG, HIYA UG HUSITd avf &b RIATH IgUeD fodll DI & & g
3ifrare fgHT &1 SxaHTe fovar T, Uit AR P ARGl Bl HHER B 6|
o ST 3R HIHR: 2019 & §1G feUIAH THIARIGT & foIe Sifiarg A s duR fe MU g |
o YA 3R IWR-Yd: A THT T Il 317 T "Rt b FA" DI 989, THSRY! 3R ANTRG-aTe
e
3. ﬁﬁﬁmﬂ?{ﬁ
o TARRM d7R (1978) 7 3MAR® YA ¥ ST ad! UR FehT=T ST |
o I GG TN (1955) = e af fob e HTIARY Fod YR ARTRSGT St SaerRon
I HHGR IR TP g |
o BIA Pt BEGRI 39 d1dl BT 90 oA & fag "faufed ArRear, & gy ARG, 3R
"BIRHCS ATl O sal BT UR=Y St 3
4. JHPTNA fRIdTg:
o SR TaTRidl 1 ISR, e iR Iorifad ifteR! & AeHd iR IiTHR &1 AHl
BT TSAT B
o i AN sl Bt Farg-3nemid SfIeRI WR 3id-Tuy SfeR THe Jeig Iqad &
A St B
IS SR Wi &ral & o Houl Bl gd B & U URie &y (i rmed) S

I Hdl 8 ghdl g
Qfde ey

. 3TEG 15, 16, 19 — THMT, AR HABR 3R Sficia- Pt Wl

o TR SR THSATSIHR - ARG TATo= & ey H fefarefi & e gra 8 7 iR

o ST GG SMNT (THSHREY, 1955) - SRR Sftary FgHl &1 AP RS o1 a8 S T8l
DT MG

. HaIYA - HERTY, f9ER, 3rH; Iu-yard! Ieifd i UfagiRie |

gaHT e oiv fazeyur

. Infiwfamry, TedHRuiR 4 ayff & RusiaReyarsiawass |
. TR AR D BIRITR ST ® e, eI SHSHTRISH AR TS A BT THIIT B
gl B
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. ATl oI SaETSt | i TR & aR W QrdwiAe i &l gerar Sdte, R gdie]ur 3R
o] W1 B B |

. GYarg 3R Wi FHIARI Bl ST 3@ & oY AT Tl & Y Uidiy Ugd & Jferd

HT Teaqyl g

3T Bt I8

BT GRET SUTT - TG 16(2) 3R 19(1)(d) P d8d MR FaTydl & HfIGRI & AT &
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S SIPREl 3R AR Rl - P fadprards siariar & w0 # sfidRe gared &1 991 31
EEEICEI
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AT TR

e

Ui ARG URA H &30 Uga SR YUl ARGl & did a-1d &I Gl 8 | Safds Iod! & U
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3R 3MEIT Pt WA B HHR B BT SIRGH IoId & | RITG SHIeSH HT T FRd g HRd &
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SR dl & TP Ighd B arall U Tferd P 0T Saad ¢ |

A wn =

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: WRA H Uidig ARIRGdT & IR § FHafaRad s ) foar a3

1. U8 AP ARSI & T SHRA P SMUR W IS 3R e fARAWRISR e =i g

2. IRYS, T 3R HIHR 3R 3T S I 7 Wi ARG ifad) T SuanT foba g

3. Uicig ANl YR AU & g6 15, 16 3R 19 & Y T IRE I WA 5

4. 9% T U I R UIG137 B WSd B & I8 JaAariT Ao & SHRA aTelt Ueh SaURoN ¢ |

SUad HYHI H I B I T 82

fameu:

(a) pad 1 3R 2 (b) Had 1, 2 3R 4 (c) Pad 2, 3 3R 4 (d) SWIad I+
ITR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: TidTd ARTRG T TP Y, TP ANTRD T & TR BT I
& foru Sifrarg-3nutia IoHifa & Ffgaruf ot sa=TES Sig B (150 Ted)
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hen U.S. President Donald Trump

signed off on an additional 25%

tariffs on imports from India in

August 2025, citing trade deficits,
the buying of Russian crude, and retaliatory
precedent, New Delhi responded with its usual
posture — of measured language, closed-door
diplomacy and no public retaliation. The
choreography was familiar. Washington struck,
India absorbed. Official narratives framed it as
another episode in bilateral turbulence. But these
tariffs cut along fault lines that run inside the
country, not just between two capitals. What they
expose is not just a trade imbalance but also a
deeper spatial imbalance that New Delhi has long
refused to reckon with.

India’s export economy is heavily centralised.
The four States of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, and Karnataka account for more than 70%
of all merchandise exports. For Gujarat alone, it is
over 33%. This concentration is no accident.
There has been an alignment of infrastructure,
incentives, and political continuity in these zones
for decades. Meanwhile, India’s most populous
States, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Madhya
Pradesh, remain on the margins, with barely 5%
of the country’s outbound trade between them.

A marginalisation of the northeast

Then there is the northeast, whose place in
India’s export economy is marginal by design.
Eight States, with over 5,400 kilometres of
international borders, account for just 0.13% of
national exports. There is no operational trade
corridor linking them to foreign markets. And, no
logistical infrastructure to support volume or role
in shaping policy. Instead, what exists is a
security apparatus calibrated for
counterinsurgency and surveillance. Trade has
never been part of the mandate.

The northeast remains structurally
unrepresented in the institutions that shape
India’s economic future. Not a single member of
the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council
hails from the region. The Board of Trade, tasked
with steering India’s export strategy, has no
substantive voice from Mizoram, Tripura, or
Arunachal Pradesh. Schemes such as Remission
of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products
(RoDTEP) and the Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) are rolled out with fanfare in industrial belts
stretching from Gujarat to Tamil Nadu. But the
hills and the valleys of the northeast are left to
navigate global markets without infrastructure,
without logistics, and without institutional
leverage. This is not mere bureaucratic oversight.
It is a cold calculation that the region can be
symbolically embraced, yet economically
orphaned. As recently as 2024, the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade’s strategic export plan
had 87 pages without a single section on the
northeast’s corridors. The omission was not
protested. It was simply assumed.

In Assam, the tea economy is fraying. Prices
stagnate, labour shortages persist, and estates are

is a researcher and
alumnus of the
Kautilya School
of Public Policy

India is
negotiating
global trade
while ignoring
key geographies
such as the
northeast that
could anchor a
cohesive
economy

stretched thin. A 25% tariff hike in key western
markets threatens to push margins below
viability. “We’re holding on with fingertips,” said
a Dibrugarh planter who oversees over 500
workers. “If the US [United States] and EU
[European Union] buyers cut orders, we’ll have
to start scaling back operations immediately.”

The region accounts for more than half of
India’s total tea output, but almost none of the
high-value packaging or branding. The bulk is still
CTC-grade, sold in auctions, exposed to every
market swing. Buyers are in reassessment mode
and cost-cutting has begun in the Upper Assam
belt and the Dooars. Wages are flatlining. Inputs
are thinning. The next to go will be jobs.

At Numaligarh, the refinery runs like a nervous
artery through Assam’s energy spine. Most of its
crude still comes from Oil India and Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation Limited fields nearby,
but that is changing. The expansion to nine
million metric tonnes per annum means that it
must look outward toward Paradip, and,
increasingly, toward discounted Russian cargoes.

That is where the risk brews. Washington’s
tariff play, framed partly as a response to India’s
Russian alignment, casts a long shadow here. If
the next round of sanctions hardens or shipping
lanes tighten, it will not show up in Mumbai’s
balance sheets. It will be Golaghat that will
shudder.

A silent border with Myanmar, ASEAN

Since the 2021 coup in Naypyidaw, trade across
the India-Myanmar frontier has thinned.
Highways once envisioned as arteries of regional
integration now vanish into checkpoints,
chokepoints, and bureaucratic fog. Once porous
and alive with exchange, the border now speaks
in silence.

India’s two principal gateways to Myanmar,
Zokhawthar in Mizoram and Moreh in Manipur,
have withered into skeletal outposts. Once central
to Act East dreams, they now function more as
securitised bottlenecks than trade hubs.
Infrastructure remains performative — roads exist
on paper, customs offices are understaffed, and
cold-chain facilities are nowhere to be found. The
scrapping of the Free Movement Regime in 2024
was the final blow, severing not just trade but also
kinship, daily life and the interwoven economies
of the hills.

Surveillance replaced commerce. These are no
longer corridors of trade but containment grids,
structured by counterinsurgency logic rather
than market demand. Where goods do not move,
troops do. And as infrastructure decays, these
towns slide from economic relevance into
strategic emptiness, mapped not for connectivity
but for control. The border is open only to the
idea of closure.

The northeast was once mapped as India’s
strategic region, a bridge to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations. The bridge never left the
drawing board. In policy circles, trade resilience
now means shifting from one product category to
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another, electronics to semiconductors, textiles
to pharma. Geography is not a part of the
equation. The assumption is fixed — trade flows
through the same corridors that served colonial
ports and post-Independence industrial clusters.
The northeast remains outside that frame, not by
oversight, but by design.

Asia’s moves, India’s inertia

As China consolidates its grip over northern
Myanmar through infrastructure investments,
militia alliances and a growing intelligence
footprint, India continues to squander its own
flanks. The India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway, which begins at Moreh, now vanishes
into the jungle. Surveillance, not commerce,
defines India’s frontier stance. Where goods do
not cross, border forces do. And when movement
is reduced to patrols, borderlands do not stay
still; they drift toward disorder.

What is required is not reinvention but basic
state function. Trade runs on roads, not rhetoric.
1t moves through warehouses, not white papers.
In the northeast, those arteries are missing.
Infrastructure is sporadic, and policy presence is
thinner still. New Delhi may ink a free trade
agreement with London and issue joint
statements in Washington, but the substance of
those agreements rarely crosses the Siliguri
Corridor. The northeast remains unintegrated in
both design and delivery. India effectively
negotiates global trade while ignoring the
geographies that could anchor it.

By treating Mr. Trump’s tariffs as a passing
irritant, India sidesteps the deeper structural
fault - its trade economy is spatially lopsided. A
flood in Gujarat or a labour strike in Tamil Nadu
is enough to choke the national pipeline. That is
not dispersion, it is dependence. The global
chessboard has shifted. Supply chains are in
motion. China is repositioning capital. Southeast
Asia is building alternative corridors. India claims
arole in the Indo-Pacific equation, but its export
architecture still rests on a few coastal enclaves.
Strategic talk rings hollow when the eastern
frontier remains disconnected from the
commerce map.

A state cannot claim regional heft while its
eastern flank remains economically brittle. The
northeast has never asked for slogans. It requires
the minimum grammar of statecraft: roads that
reach markets, policies that recognise geography,
and governance that sees beyond electoral math.
For decades, the region has been told to wait
through insurgencies, ceasefires, and empty
policy acronyms. But the world is moving. Trade
disruptions are more frequent. Corridors are
shifting. And delay now resembles design.

No single tariff will break India, but repeated
regional omissions erode the idea of a cohesive
economy. This is not a call for retaliation. It is a
demand to reframe resilience, not as a
concentration of strength, but as the ability to
absorb shocks from every part of the map. Until
then, the blind spot stays intact.
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