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SMARDT A HRA ¥ 3 aTet SHrfod JeTal W AR 25% Yeb o el &, o et Yeob RTHIT 50% T
Ugd T 81 SUPT WYl SRR YR Faid IR g, faRweR 39 &4 W ol ugd 3 g1 39 ufegel § iR
g1 UM ® fh 3T &I 817 aId 47-48 3RT SieR & (afd &7 55% R sra MR Jeu g1 &1 [
S| T8 HRd B a2 R A, e e ax ok Wwrifde dedi & fow st d 2|

India braces for impact of 50% U.S. tariffs from today

No comment from Ministry of External Affairs on
any govt. plans for counter-tariffs against the U.S.

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he United States go-
I vernment is gerting
ready to imple

ment the 25% additional ta-
rifis imposed on India by
U.S.  President Donald
Trump, which come into
effect on Wednesday. On
Tuesday, the U.S. Depart
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty (DHS) uploaded a notfi
cation of the new tariffs to
be published in the official
register the following day.
The Indian government
is pushing a Swadeshi man-
ua to reduce the econo-
my's reliance on exports,
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday call-
ing upon Indians to be "vo-
cal for local™ and buy
Indian goods. Indian ex
porters, however, are brac
ing themselves for a sharp

fall in business to the US.,
with early estimates pred-
icting that more than S$47
billion worth of goods will
face the 50% tariff rate.
This includes the 25% tariff
that Indian imports have
attracted since August 7
plus an additional 25% ta-
riff imposed as a penalty
for India’s import of oil
from Russia.

Exemptions given
This additional tariff will
not apply to iron, steel, or
aluminium products; pas-
senger vehides such as se-
dans, sport utility vehicles,
crossover utility vehicles,
minivans, cargo vans, and
light trucks; semi-finished
copper, and intensive cop-
per derivative products,
among others.

The Ministry of External
Affairs did not comment
on whether India is plan

ning any counter-measures

India has been pushing the Swadeshi mantra
and the PM has called on citizens to buy local

Tariff travails

or counter-tarifis against
the United States, though a
senior official said that In-
dia stands by the MEAS
earlier statement calling
the sanctions “unfair, un-

justified and
unreasonable™.

The U.S. DIIS notifica-
tion detailed the imple-
mentation of Mr. Trump's
executive order.

“To effectuate the Presi-
dent’s Executive Order

Market loss:

% of indian
exports rendered
uncompetitive
compared to
. neighbouring
countries, warns FIEO
Sectors to be hit:
Apparel, textiles, gems

14329 of August 6, 2025...
which imposed a specified
rate of duty on imports of
articles that are products
of India, the Secretary of
Homeland Security has de-
termined that appropriate
action is needed to modify
the [larmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United
States (HTSUS) as set out in
the Annex to this notice,”
the notice said.

“The duties set out in

Extent of impact:
sectors could plunge 70%
® India stanc
these tari

® PM Narendra M
President Xi Jinping on August 30

ard jewellery, shrimp, carpets,
and furniture

by its statement that

i 1o meet Chin

the Annex to this docu
ment are effective with res-
pect to products of India
that are entered for con
sumption, or withdrawn
from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after 12:01
a.m. eastern daylight time
on August 27, 2025 it
added.

The MEA did not com-
ment on whether the addi
tional tariffs will be on the
agenda when Prime Minis-

ter Modi meets Chinese
President Xi Jinping in
Tianjin on August 30. Last
week, the Chinese Ambas
sador to India had referred
tothe US. asa “bully”, say-
ing the Chinese govern
ment opposes the tariffs
and “Armly stands with In-
dia” on the issue.

Reserve Bank of India
Governor Sanjay Malhotra,
too, said the central bank
“would not be found want-
ing” in supporting those
sectors that will be adver
sely affected by the tarifis.

The Goods and Services
Tax (GST) Council is all set
to meet on September 3 to
4 to decide on a slew of
rate cuts and rationalisa-
tion measures suggested
by the Union government
to not only ease the overall
tax rate borme by consum-
ers, but also simplify the
indirect tax regime.

This consumption boost

55% of U.S.-bound shipments, worth $47-48
billion, are at a disadvantages of 30% to 35%

is expected to mitigate
some of the slowdown in
economic growth that
higher tariffs could cause.

Worried exporters

Indian exporter bodies
and trade experts, howey-
er, are projecting a sub-

stantial hit to India’s
EXports.
According to the Federa-

tion of Indian Export Or-
ganisations president S.C.
Ralhan, the development
could “severely impact” In
dia’s exports to the US,,
“with approximately 55%
of India’s U.S.-bound ship
ments (worth $47-48 bil-
Lion) now exposed to pric-
ing disadvantages of 30%
to 35%, rendering them un-
competitive in comparison
to competitors from China,
Vietnam, Cambadia, Phi-
lippines, and other South
east and South Asian
countries”.

ST HTTT
1. I[P BT Ao
. AR T8 YR&T fAUFT (DHS) = AFURT U & SHTGRT & TR 27 AR 2025 ¥ 7T R AR I 3Tl

. 39 3ffafad Yoo T WG, THTH, TiaT 3R g dT8- o $9 3d1E Jad 39 U B
. <SHP ¥U Y g fg HRA gRT =9 T = dd &1 TG & BRI H SIST S @ 8l

2. HRd YR YYHId
. UIRE FcHT: TTHT 55% aid 3d 30-35% HGI &1 S, Forgd URd ot ufaeget =, faga=m,
Halfsar, fredig S8 =i § HHGIR gt
. e Ul @1 Wt Fafd # fiRrae § GDp e @R wHIfad 8 Tehd § SR T WTdT ©TeT §¢ abdl
gl
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e IR W 3RR: HUST, THST, -V O HH-TM & H 78 THM W AR TR he 3T Tl
gl

« IUEIfA® 916 I8 heH HRA-ARDT et BT Sfied 94T obdl g, TG 81T T Uieh! IganT &

3. WRd &1 Hifa ufafsar
. YA TWHR A “dibd BR dlber” 3R Wexh #3 R R fear g

. GST gUR: GST URug (3-4 RyadraR) X & Heldl 3R WRAHIU W [FIR SN difcs ITHRT ¢ 3R
fafde! o Igd fid|

. Hifge gudT: RBI 3 UHITIT & BT TERT S BT My A gl

. FoAldD Aga: fae Faed A 39 “Srfud 3R SHagiNG” Hel g1 I A Wt SRt & saem
HRd §U HRA &1 gALH frar §

4. Wﬁﬂ%mzf
RIS Gobd: 919 GRT HRA &1 THEA T YU 78 TTeiaR] & 3R Gdbd ol g

. dfY® TUR TR I8 HeH dgUehd GRS (G WTO) &1 HHOIR T 3R WRemEE & ded v
&I T &

o SMAMR YRT: T8 Yhe HRT BT U JIIRI BT JieT, TS I B! ASigd H 3R Fafa fafaediam
oI fexn & M) §¢T gpar gl

e
3AR®T & 39 o RWI T URdIG Fafad! &1 Tex1 Fedh! anm, faRusmR yH1-uu IE &I gald GST
JUR, RBI AU 3R "dihd BIR Al ST U8 $3 Jgd ¢ Tdbdl &, U I8 el WP ddl § fob YR &1
3rfogae afyes Treifae fofal R srafiies e B1 e & URa @1 fafq wiqa o1 fafadie~or, sgueia
TEANT DI Tolgd BT, 3R AR URT B BT doll I AR HAT 1T dlich T a1t SNfdfer el I §a1d
B IF |
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: HIRd TR gTd a1 H 3MARY®t eRw & deH # AufaRed sy R faar Fif:

1. 3R 7 URTT axgaft IR Sifalad 25% ¢t TaT § SS9 $d e TIHT 50% & T 7 |
2. 39 SRS Yeob W T, 3TUTA, TGHHIH 3R A T8 Hod 39 T |

3. U8 <R i U ¥ YR gRT ¥ § 4 31Td F ¥ J3T 3|

SWRIFd H | HIH-9 $YF Tl &2

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: (d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: “df%ed TUR T dgdl IR&UEG YR 1 fdbr IuFITd & fore R A IRqd &3l 517 39 HUT Bl
I g1l o1 H HRd IR o1 3fARa! ¢R & asi H BTl 250 Words)
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Page 06 : GS 2 : Social Justice / Prelims

ST Hud FA&ur (NSS) & 80d =RUN H fhy U e Aisyer Ha (Riam ¥ Wy gon ¢ & WRa &7 R
IR H 3F off RHR fGaerd g7 SMYR 4 gU § | Jaef0T = AHidH, ORI gRT & R &4, AH0-18_1
ST 9T fAht ST R fFRdr o ugqsit &1 SR fhan 31 g8 fews fRren & siftrer sifdifam (2009)
sﬁ?w@u%&nﬂﬁrzom%mmqﬁq%ﬁﬁaﬁweﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁaﬁ%

Govt. schools account for 55.9%
of total enrolments, says survey

66% of students are in public institutions in rural areas as against 30.1% in urban; private unaided schools account for 31.9%
of enrolment; nearly a third of all sudents get private coaching, says study undertaken as part of National Sample Survey

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

tudents enrolled in

private or non-go-

vernment  schools
across India end up paving
nearly nine times more in
school fees than those en-
rolled in  government
schools.

A third of all students
across education Boards
opt for private coaching in
addition to  classes in
school, data collected hy
the Comprehensive Modu-
lar Survey (Education) for
April-June 2025 as part of
the 80th round of the Na-
tional Sample Survey (NS5}
revealed.

The average per-student
expenditure made by hou-
seholds on school educa-
tion during the current
academic year (2025-26) in
government schools is esti-
mated at ¥2,863, while it
was significantly higher at
$25,002 in non-govern-
ment schools.

Mearly a third of all stu-
dents (27%) were taking or
had taken private coaching
during the current aca-
demic vear. This trend was
more common in urban
areas (30.7%) than in rural

areas (25.5%).

The data focused specit-
ically on household expen-
diture for currently en-
rolled students in school
education. Data were col-
lected from 52,085 house-
holds and 57,742 students
across India through com-
puter-assisted  personal
interviews.

The survey says govern-
ment schools play a key
role in providing education
across India, accounting
for 55.9% of total
enrolments.

It is higher in rural
areas, where two-thirds
(66%) of students are en-

GowEmment

rolled as against 30.1% in
urban areas. Private unaid-
ed (recognised) schools ac-
count for 31.9% of enrol-
ment natiomwide.

Education expenses
Among the students who
paid for school education,
95% reported that the first
major source of their fund-
ing was from other house-
hold members. This trend
is consistent across both
rural (95.3%) and urban
(94.4%,) areas.

On the other hand, 1.2%
of the students reported
that government scholar-
ships were their first major

Mon-gosernmeent

The price of education

Househelds spent an average of 12,863 perstudent in
government schoaols, while the expenditure for non-
gavernment schools was 325 002, this acadamic year

95% of
students relied

an househald
members as their
primary source of
edecation funding

® Course fees
have emerged

as the largest
educational
expense made by
househelds

for children

source of funding for

school education.
Course  fees  have
emerged as the largest edu-

cation expense made by
households for children’s
education.

Across  all  types of
schools at the all-India le-
vel, the highest average ex-
penditure per student dur-
ing the current academic
year was on course fees
T — followed by text-
books and stationery -
72,002
Rural-urban differences
Urban households pay sig-
nificantly more for educa-
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tion and related expenses
across all categories.

Notably, the average ex-
penditure on course fees in
urban areas is estimated at
f15.143, whereas it is
73,979 in rural arcas.

“This trend of higher ex-
penditure in urban areas is
evident for other types of
education-related expens-
es such as transportation,
uniforms, and textbooks,”
the survey states.

Only 26.7% of students
enrolled in  government
schools reported paying
course fees, in contrast to
95.7% of students in non-
government schools.
Among different types of
non-government  schools,
98% students reported
paying course fees in priv-
ate unaided schools in ur-
ban areas. In rural areas,
25.3% of students reported
payving course fees in go-
vernment schools.

The primary objective
of the survey was to gener-
ate national-level estimates
of average expenditure on
school education and priv-
ate coaching during the
current academic year, a
press statement released
by the Ministry of Statistics
said.
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1. AR 9 fRAfG
o PRI TPdA: Hd AMHIB BT 55.9% Fw T

o JHIU-EY SR:
o T & A 66% faamd TRt W@a A
. TR &l H ohad 30.1% |
o ol wpet: Aol A wre (ST et arel) fawrerdt # 31.9% i

2. Y I
o SR g9 s

. WHRI WG ufd fagmdf @ 22,8631

o TR-IRSR WHA: 725,002 — TTHT 9 THT Y |
. 1 TG UT6d Y (37,111), fohdTd 9 WRART (32,002) |
. e

. 95% Wd URAR T8 HRd |

. Had 1.2% faerlf sEght & R

3. foeft ST v fAalan
. o et &1 AT 27% @R dF J I Uh) ol SR A e R

. 8 & H U8 aR 30.7%, UTHIUIH 25.5% |
. 3O faggerdt fien @t uraw @ ufaasf wiiensii &1 gard FaHd 3|

4. IrU-=E S ATt
. Y uRaR e )R Pt 3ifde T Fd &

o UTSY Yoob: B 215,143, YTHIU1 23,979 |
. URaed, gw, fedret & ot agt sl
. T8 Qe AT 3R Ugd ! WA Bl ST 8 |

5. =fiferTa fAfgard
o HRIHAD Y& THI0 URd H RI&T U B T ISR Ihdl ! 3gH YD
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. gIfadr
o WRHRI IHal DI TOTEN R U,
. ol Tdl 3 Sl B,
. BEGHI BT HIHd GRRT|
.« 3T DI
. ORI [Tl & gHE eid SR Rigre! o [uraar uR|
. RIS T HESR T & oY SHgRE! &1 iR |
o IOl PifeiT WR Az SR faererdl & a9y e R ek
. ST g A 2020 & A& DY AR AT

e

TUUY Sel <uidl § f Rt faarey ord ft yRa @ e eyt &t g 5 gU 8, foRiwes: mfior &= # |
fohg ot Rren R sifie Td ok PR R Fedt FRar, Rien dF &t o 7 Jamar Sae Aol o
JOINR Bt B1 39 3R D) HH B F o7 algd) U 3mawdesd 3—

(1) TasT-e e § far 3R Turasr guR, au
(2) i e @ oifeit wR fafaee |

S T YR I [dHT A&3-4 (SDG-4) Tt & fog THTa=M SR Turargu! e & ured & qeb |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: NSS (2025) & SR THIU1 &1 H TRHRI {agredl | Adifebd fas)
(a) 30.1%

(b) 25.5%

(c) 66%

(d) 55.9%

Ans: ()

UPSC MainsPractice Question

Ques: IRDR! (AT HRd B! RI&T TR DI G &, T ol RI&T I DI W Tedl T Tex! JANadl Bl
3R Yobd Rl B | BTfCTAT NSSO 3iidbe! & T H fadem wifsmu|
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S SR HAT 3 ufct SfeT SIS I Iepy S & Siia siifa AN I5d L& DT g1 TP
I YR & SO el H 20 IR "UREAHHR! AT (Change Leaders) d9R &RAT 8, St 9 dad
FIor137 o foparaa= 1 Tfd <11 Sfeeh AETRIS YFeR], &Wﬁﬁwﬁaﬁu‘d@ﬁlﬁmﬁl

Adi Karmayogi initiative to put tribal ‘change
leaders’ through their paces at village level

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Lighting candles, role-play,
cognitive group tasks, and
“knot-tying” and “fish-
bowl” exercises — at the
core of efforts to create a
“cadre” of 20 lakh “change
leaders” for tribal villages
under the Adi Karmayogi
initiative of the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry is a training
programme that conducts
such activities for State,
district, and block officials.

The programme will be
extended to the village le-
vel in the coming months.

Government officials
told The Hindu that the
idea was to adopt a “parti-
cipatory” approach to
problem-solving.

This involves driving
home messages such as
“the solution comes from
within”, “not dwelling on
problems”, “initiating ac-
tion”, and “creating oppor-
tunity from challenges”,
according to the Ministry’s

RS HT
1. Waﬂw@

Ground work: The first phase involves holding training sessions
down to the village level across 324 districts. X/ @TRIBALAFFAIRSIN

concept note for the initia-
tive, which is being run un-
der the Dharti Aba Janjati-
ya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyaan
programme for last-mile
scheme delivery.

The Adi Karmayogi in-
itiative was conceived of
earlier this year after a
two-day national work-
shop, where, at a brain-
storming session, it was
concluded that the reason
tribal areas continued to
face backwardness was not
a lack of schemes for them
but a “lack of motivation”

in those
them.

implementing

‘Village vision’
The government, through
the training activities men-
tioned above, intends to
create 240 State-level mas-
ter trainers, 2,750 district-
level trainers, and over
15,000 block-level trainers,
who will be responsible for
taking the training down to
20 lakh village-level offi-
cials, volunteers, and com-
munity leaders.

Apart from this, the pro-

gramme intends to help re-
sidents to draw up their
own “Village Vision” docu-
ments for 2030 for each of
the one lakh target villages
across over 550 districts,
which are to be depicted as
“public murals” and will
become “aspirational blue-
prints” for the State ma-
chinery to follow.

Under the programme,
the Ministry said it will also
set up one lakh Adi Seva
Kendras — meant toactasa
single-point interface for
villagers trying to access
the gamut of welfare
schemes meant for them
so that 100% saturation
can be achieved.

The first phase of the in-
itiative involves holding
these training sessions at
the village level across 324
districts. Currently, region-
al training sessions are
conducted where State-le-
vel master trainers are
trained.

Most of the State-level
sessions are also conduct-

3% BRI AroT13ft & Savlg s & ot off fise g

. T ﬂgﬁg A § I8 FTHY Faar o geet domrslt &t ot g1, ik 38 Ay R ardl Bt
TRT

Yrfie! & & g
. ZMIE Ugd &1 96T § gD Fedld iR R g BT |

C/0.

ed for training district-level
trainers, following which
block-level and village-level
training will take place, ac-
cording to officials. Once
the sessions reach the vil-
lage level, each session will
have 15 volunteers to parti-
cipate in them.

Prescribed activities

At these training sessions,
the “prescribed” activities
include a “lighting the can-
dle” exercise to encourage
participants not to “curse
darkness” but “bring the
light”.

A “fish bowl exercise”
asks participants to ima-
gine themselves as fish in a
bowl and get to know each
other.

The “village scenario
role play” exercise involves
imagining a village of ani-
mal rearers trying to solve
water scarcity after the
state machinery fails to act
and the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s staff is rushed to
find a solution.
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2. BPIHH BT TIGAT
. E@T&‘I’UT%EFIT

o 240 T TR ARR TR — 2,750 Forell TR ¢R — 15,000+ TES TR ¢R — 3fdd: 20
ARG T9-ER1Y Wadde 9 AT

o  gEYTt 3T

. AU TSIAT (SIYDBR P DI B FoIT UHTR e BT TSN,
. oy ey,
o YUS-FUE & g (11 S TH THYM) |

. fodis foer 2030: 1 oRg e TGl § Argatiies 2fY axdrds duR 81 SR dlaR =T (public murals) &
=0 yafid fbu S|

. 3ffe Va1 Fg: 1 ARG Hg WG g1, Y gt Arereit o1 Ria-fde) vedg uige a1

3. Hed
o  IRGIHT: FHIYM "HIdR " 3 BT HIGHT [dBRId gRTT|

o & AL RS 9 WIa®! § URUN G SR BT AN |
. e fharag: sifan BR I& dsIsh &t uga gAfyd grft
o ISP UholedT: I faeH axdias AHfgs eRt & 9grdl 4|

4. GyTfaq T
« TR0 & 91 URON & VIR I a1 |

. INUAIRB A BT TR — Pl I8 HId UdIbIHD I 7 §9H I8 ATU|
. oo faH 2030 &1 5T B Ao T doic Ulshar | S|
«  Pad BT i & FoIrg SHAT SRR TR AR

ey
3MTfE HHATN Tgd HRTT - Wﬁwﬁ%uﬁn%@uﬁwﬁmﬁﬁ%mmeﬁ?ﬂ@rﬁﬁ
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁéﬂ%ﬁﬁt&%ﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ%l gfe I8 U8 Tl § ¥ ARLRICH & I8 Sy o 1 U

IR JiaIa &1 FU ¢ Gl o | fhg ST®! Thadr FRaR UfRier, TRmeHe I9-ag 3R S guE &t
et AR W FR 3t

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques : 31T, HHANT USH BT I TSI Bl T-AT I g, dfedh ST & H TgHFT THT-THIE
3R RO &) Ui A1 g1 3% Hed 3R gl R i BHITE| (250 words)
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g1 81 § gdied Urarad 3 fasan sufeaal R ot 18 siufteie fewfir & A # $g IWeR T &el [ d8
R Hifear R sifeafdd & Fifid s 5q fGxn-Fd=r ame 353 el 8t IR o1 38 8, fhg a8 ded
HRTIfernT B 3R 3HfYF Wfdd UgH HR IHhdl 8| JUIEH I Ada- ¢l § fob 39 e & Few sifiaufad ot
AT (3G 19(1)(P)) B! IHTId IR Thd § IR Ardbad H ifalad rRrefiaur o 574 ¢ Tavd g |

= YR

1. Wt fRifa False righteousness
: Tm Courts must protect rights of citizens,
o I 'I® & 19(1)(ch): HIYUT ‘3'h? 3‘[&@% a'ﬁ X dAdI ﬁ | not allow the state untrammelled power
. . . n urging the Union government to work on
. TG 19(2): TN Y — S Ty, Rifa-coaw, e, Afaddr [ sidine o e sesc on s me
E2IITA

dia, the Supreme Court of India is seeking to
empower an executive that is already weaponis-
ing the legal limits on freedom of expression. In
response to a petition by a non-profit assailing de-

. (X rogatory remarks by online figures against dis-

[ :QTq'qT%faﬁT a;ﬁ Hﬁfﬁ: Ea E | ﬂ E | | ﬁ T&” W Gﬁq Qﬁa?ﬁ ﬁ W W abled persons, the Court issued instructions that

[ N v further a problematic trend of the judiciary eg-

R |, '_‘r ﬁ; FARLIINE a’ﬂ- m m a:n | ging on the state to encroach on legal grey areas

with statutory restrictions that undermine con-

5 stitutionally guaranteed rights. To regard distas-

2 q’-q-raraﬂ-q- ﬁ: gaTg Tl'g ﬁ-a-r‘q"- teful humour, however disturbing it might be, as
. a problem to be solved through the courts and by
executive rulemaking, is to fall into a deceptive

. trap of imagined righteousness that progressive

. TUIAHT &I HEUNAd] Bl gl AU fCRM-MAR BT 3UE B democracies should avoid. There are abvays un-

° pleasant consequences in expanding powers to

:qm-qm qga' a _6% m a'ﬂ'{i:qm afﬂ' Gﬁ'{ dd] a’ QE,‘I % | police speech: partisans wield their powers to fe-

! rociously monitor what is or is not appropriate,

instrumentalising agencies of the state to sup-

J W qﬁ 3 ”-qﬁw press art and political speech they do not like; ci-

L4 W aﬂ- ‘Hﬂ a E | | |: 3{14—;{ m -C”- W aﬁ- tizens find themselves constantly looking over
OO\ Y (a : their shoulder before expressing themselves. Un-

3TRTY AT T ST &t IS SMTEIEHT, UFBIRGT, SR 3R BAT W e tat overbeaning stamsanens of comsonad o
pression, truths and ideas that must be reckoned

a_d ﬂa’ﬁﬁ % | with for a functioning democracy are stifled. Pe-

ople should not have to constantly look against

asterisks that set terms and conditions for funda-

° ﬁ'ﬁq‘l’l‘[ sq')qc Gk ”r\{q’ &W‘W &rq:'Tﬁ'ﬁ', Irl\.r)ch’IQ HlH”(\\SIq') ﬁ'q’ch‘ @' mental liberties. Film producers and directors

have been pushed away from exploring subject
—%q aﬁ' aﬁq W F| R aﬂ' W aﬁﬁ | matters that would help India progress sogially,
and journalists have been dealing with first infor-
mation reports for carrying out their professional

. duties.

. TSl YR&M IUTT YITed: YUIRTE, HTOT 3R & & oy SHAT aTet HTHUT  * in recen years, the Union government has,
. . formally and informally, expanded its control of
q@a @' ﬁ IPCOIT \'Hﬁﬁ-q-q' a; agﬂ ag-_—‘ |q % | online speech, with the problematic Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, and an amend-
~ ﬁﬁ.q.qq .q.h.a. ment to those Rules that would allow social me-
3. a'nqm m &.q. dia companies to be proceeded against for con-
tent posted by users that has been flagged by the
. government. Monday’s instructions seem set to
o 1T 7, 2021 IR 37 RN TS 51 TRBR DI ATHUT G BT HfYBIR  expand those ambidons, which are themselves
. under challenge with the Supreme Court. Hate
aa' %’ | speech and speech inciting violence against mi-
norities are criminalised in India, giving disad-
vantaged groups powerful avenues of recourse
. 4 X T q when they are legitimately wronged. Handing an
o S T &1 g A arelt ATy wate =rarad | dfed § executive, which already has  record of mala
fide weaponisation of media and speech regula-
© tions, more powers would be dangerous in the
3@% m 9 m W ﬁ-qﬁa' %ﬁ?ﬁ ;ag r W W 3 extreme. At a fundamental level, such judicial
b aﬁ- - ﬁ % l pronouncements, which cite “misuse of freedom
of speech” as a ground, seem to misperceive the
framework of their institutional role: that of a
protector of rights under a clear constitutional
framework, and not of an unchallenged lord in a

feudal society.
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4. AFaitAP fAfgand
. WA ANHfad A DI e &; A AUTSHS Tagdl I aH Saece! Bf HHIR HRAT ¢ |
o I B! UHST: HRIUTST & fahH TR SH= T, A fob IUBT faaR &

. gaﬁam%gwﬁwm&m%mwmﬂﬁnﬁmﬁm%ﬁhﬁmmﬁw
|

e

e Hifgan sifiafad @ FEfld w7 & T WeR @1 G20-HEx 1M & e & 9dg U6 Gad
Ughi g off Afcre TaasAarsit o &ffor &R gabdt ¢ | didad # Ui &1 B SRIIdT IR a0 X6 §,
T {5 Iqa! Ffaaal & SgMTI MufSTHEG HINUT ! T el 3R HiNel ST & Sidiid <8 4d §, IR

U ARRY VR 1T Abaa, Ham MR HIfSTT Wzl 1 HHIR UMM YR & e e & fog
I & b I g9 R i aifiyeafdd ot Tad=dr & & &1 S|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: f&fored g & sifiiafdd &t Wdzrdr FROR ufddel &1 Jra1 w61 6 | WadAdl 3R Si-ars sfifad
& FgE o &t Gga 99 8 RUIIDT B UHST BT G-I D URI&0 BT | 150 Words)
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gIferan ST | Aderdr gl H S gl SR fagR # Wera $¢fa Rt (SIR) faare = gAma SmanT (ECI)
DI oIS SR FAUTHS 989 & Hg U a1 TSI [hal g1 3wse 324 G AN DI W R Feae g9

@W%WWWWW%—@@W@%WW%M%IWWW
3TN &1 Ufdfehdn = ST i &) SHT1sM 3R YT aIii@l IR 9aTd 3ol ¢ |

The ECI’s ring fence is the Constitution and the law

wo major press conferences held in

recent weeks have attracted a good

deal of national attention. The first was

held by the Leader of the Opposition
(LoP}) in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on August
7, 2025, in New Delhi, where he highlighted
specific instances of manipulation of the voter list
in the Mahadevapura Assembly segment of the
Bangalore central parliamentary constituency
during the 2024 general election. His disclosures
included the fact that a large number of voters
were enrolled in the voters list having the same
address, In some cases, the “father’s name’ was
given as ‘xyz” and the house number as 0.
According to Mr. Gandhi, these facts were
unearthed by his team after painstaking research
of the Election Commission of India (ECI)
documents over six months. These disclosures by
Mr. Gandhi have created consternation among
the citizens of India — if these ave rue, the entire
electoral system in India would lose its eredibility
and India’s democracy will cease o be a genuine
democracy.

The ECI's stand is unusual

The second press conference, also in New Delhi,
wis held by the Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) and his colleagues on August 17. It was
expected that the CEC would clarify the issues
raised by the LoP. However, the statements made
by the CEC were a kind of a pushback against
what the LoP had said in his press conference, As
a matter of fact, the press conference by the CEC
left citizens none the wiser as many basic
questions were just ignored. The press
conference ended with the CEC issuing an
ultimatum to the LoP - to either submit the
details of his disclosures with a sworn affidavit or
apologise to the nation. This unusual stand of the
ECI shows that it too has joined the political
slughest. This is a stand that will continue o ratile
political parties for a long time,

The ECI is a high constitutional body that is
entrusted with the task of superintending,
directing and controlling the preparation of
electoral rolls and conducting elections to
Parliament, State legislatures and to the offices of
the President and the Vice President of India,
Article 324 of the Constitution vests enormous
powers in the ECI to perform this task. 1t is
mandated to conduct elections in a free and fair
manner, which is a part of the basic strucrure of
the Constitution. The Supreme Court of India has
held that Article 324 is a reservoir of powers
which the ECI can draw from in order to ensure
that the elections are free and fair, However, it
has to function within the Constitution and law.

Issuing an ultimatum to the LoP is not a part of

P.D.T. Achary
is former Sacretary
General Lok Sabha

The Election
Commission of
India has a
constitutional
ohligation o
carefully
examine a
complaint or a
disclosure
highlighting
serious
irregularities in
clectoral rolls

the exercise of power under Article 324 or the
election statutes. It is also not a part of the
exercise of the powers of the ECH to join the
adversarial political discourse in India,

The episode in Bangalore clearly poinis to the
possibility of electoral lists being tampered with
at some level, It is true that Mr. Gandhi's
disclosures months after the general election do
not fit into the procedural mould created by the
Representation of The People Act, 1950, This Act
and the rules made thereunder contain a just, fair
and transparent procedural framewaork which
provides for multiple Lavers of scrutiny and public
inspection and a just procedure for resolution of
disputes. Further, the election statutes assume
that there is a finality about elections, Therefore,
these statutes cannot deal with the issues which
Mr. Gandhi has raised.

The guestion is how to deal with it. Attempts
to counter it with senseless technicalities and a
demand for sworn affidavits are non-productive.
Article 324 confers enormous powers on the ECI
50 that it would prepare the rolls and conduct
elections in a fair manner. Article 324 implies
responsibilities and obligations to exercise that
power judiciously. So, when a citizen makes a
complaint or 4 disclosure highlighting serious
irregularities in the preparation of the electoral
rolls, it is the constinational obligation of the ECI
to examine this carefully and fix the faults in the
systerm. How could 80 voters be registered under
the same address when it is clear thar they cannot
be ordinarily resident there? They voted because
their names were on the mll. Who enrolled them
and under whose directions are serious questions
which need an answer, A person can be
registered in a voters' list only if he is ordinarily
resident there. This term has been defined as
permanent stay at a place, Are all these 80 people
residing at one address permanently?

The Representation of The People Act 1950
provides for the revision of the electoral rolls,
These rolls can be revised before every election
or every vear on the direction of the ECIHor a
special revision in a few constituencies or part
thereof for which the ECI needs to record the
reasons (Section 21 of The Representation of The
People Act, 19500, Rule 25 of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960 shows that the revision done
annually can either be summary revision or
intensive revision (intensively or sunmarily or
partly intensively and partly summarily).

The Bihar SIR

The ECI is presently engaged in a special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar,
a State where Assembly elections are due later
this year. Actually, neither the Act not the Rules

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

contain any term such as special intensive
revision.

There are separate provisions for intensive
revision and special revision, This writer is of the
view that the SIR sufters from certain legal
infirmities. Intensive revision can be done only in
January which is the qualifving date whereas a
special revision can be done at any time; but this
will be limited to certain constituencies or parts
thereof.

The Bihar SIR has the qualifying date as July 1,
which is in violation of Section 14(b) in The
Representation of The Peaple Act, 1950, which
says that the Ist day of January shall be the
qualifving date. Qualifying date is the date on
which the revision or preparation of the roll
begins.

There are a number of media reparts on the
chaotic conditions in Bihar as a result of the SIR.
Intensive revision within a month is a
contradiction in terms. Rule 25(2) of the
Repgistration of Electors Rules, 1960, says that
intensive revision means rolls have to be
prepared afresh and Rule 8 says that the
registration officer shall have to visit every
dwelling house in the constituency to prepare the
roll. It is anvbody™s guess whether the registration
officers would be able to visit every dwelling
hause in the whole State within one month and
complete the enumeration formalities in
accordance with the procedure, This has sparked
off a huge political agitation in the State,

The ECI claims that the enumeration process
has been completed and 65 lakh voters have been
deleted from the roll. Much against the wishes of
the ECI, the Supreme Court, in an interim order,
directed the ECI to publish the names and the
reasons for their deletion. This order of the Court
has been welcomed by all,

Prescient words
The ECI 15 a powerful constitutional authority.
But the ECI does not have unfettered powers, The
Constitution has not given anybody or any
authority it created untrammelled powers which
may be misused to the detriment of democracy.
In AL, Jase vs Stvan Pillai and (s, (1984),
Justice 3, Murtaza Fazal Ali said, “If the
Commission is armed with such unlimited and
arhitrary powers and if it ever happens that the
persons manning the commission shares or is
wedded to a particular ideology, he could by
giving ndd directions cause a political havoc or
bring about a constitutional crisis, setting at
naught the integrity and independence of
electoral process, so important and indispensable
to the democratic system.” These are prophetic
words.
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1. Tl giferar gearg

o g M BT YA (7 3G 2025): AT B! Adardl gdl 8§ 9 TAM W HHAHadrs] &7 $RIg (I
B U R FF A, HTed-d [Aarur o) |

o YHId M BT UF BT (17 3T 2025): AT BT FHIYH B & 1, 3N 7 fauef & Fe1 J
YUY A DI 3fcciied el TS — o8 IS T Bt S fHeft |

. S8R SIR faare:

o TG MR A 1 I DI BIBRT ¢ AFDGR A=Y TARIe0r o, Jafe s ufaffia
SHfAFTIT (RPA) 1950 BT URT 14(F) & TR 1 SR DI 51 HIBIST ¢ gl ARy |

« S URUTARGEY 65 AR Aderdl gert 7|

. PUH B A TWET FHR eI T HAGIAS o ATH SR HRUT UHIRIT B BT AT fear — o
ORI &1 fa=n § sen w1 /|

2. faftres SR Haurfaes etan

. TG 324: TG AN B! FAG! 1 “FATRAT, AR 3R a0 o537 &1 ufdd a1 8| Jare arrad
3 23 et gATa AT w7 Wfadal &1 HeR s § |

. qfpd I AT T € MmN & Wfaur iR fafy & A & TR & w1 wvr 8, sifaRkad-wr
HYBR 51 of Goball

« RPA 1950 3R W 1960: T Tt Bt dURY, TN 3R JUR & forg Wy ufehar a9 &d § —
ReRfar 3R sifewar gfifEa &1 & for

e AC. Jose S R fUeas (1984): T I = ara-t af At fs T SBR ISHifad SRS
UeT R 9hd g

3. 3R g,
o TOyTiad R gaTa: afe eI & SIRIUT &1 Sird 7 §8 o) diddd UR A ST BT R 9|

. TfthanTd WifeEr fogR @1 SIR Ufshar fafd & srgey 78t ff — U A8 | 78 GAIemr &R 7
AN § 3R 78t a¢|

. T&UTd BT HY: fauer & a1 & 1Y S chrra o1 RRUTT ST ol Ieifded T A verer o gadl g

. %R-cﬁmwa{m: ARl TH g™ & W YT HRUT T UfhaT 9 IdMT HderdT fayT &l HR Hdl
|
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4. 3T &I G

. URGRIAT IgFT: A9 Sie/8cH &b HRUN ol BT, AoHIae gal 3R AFRG! & fore ufssan
Qe

. fafe S/UTE. SART B1 RPA UIaYl IR FTHl &1 He18 A UleH AT dlfiey — W= 3¢Ria
oo SRt sifafad-srt e =gl |

. OR¥% FAREL S8R amd d i &I¢ &1 gaay exifidl § {6 dauie Feri & sifaman W
grguferenT Sife Fa=or T B
« WA Y= AT 3noop Baranwal HTHET (2023) H GIT 7T FAgfd GURT 1 G TRE AR BT
%WWUWQWﬁ%WWW|

. TN IGIH: SR DI Io-ifde JaFeTl O §991 Aty iR sy Jau_e fumR & *u |
fayg-iiaar 99T a1 91 ul|

e

TG TN HRA &1 U 3fid Nfgaeimen Saenf e miieor §, SR YR didad &t ufaddr QRiEd e &t
ﬁiﬁaﬁ‘ra"rﬂs‘%l Afp It Wfaaal sriifid 81 §; F Tfaem iR H & I & &t §1 dee R fagR
1 HeA1S qxIfdl § fob ST bl URERIdT, qurepd SR s 9 B HA1 g1 S fob S e 3reft
3 1984 T IdrT T — ST Xfaaal dibad DI RRR B Tohall g | ANTRD! BT [AYR §1¢ & aHt J4a §
TS AT SMANT e, BT 3R TRERN W& &1 Uit Ay

Ques: 3TE¢ 324 TG AN DI Wad AR g TG GHAIYT A & T AU Afdadl oar g, dibd d

TIfaar SRR 761 & | gTferar Aderdr I faare! & Tey & faae #IfSE| (250 words)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

Vishv "(a

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis

A

l UMIYA

Foundation

VUF
INSTITUTE
CIVIL SERVICES

at $4.19 trillion, has earned it a firm place in

the global growth story. The country is
poised to become the world’s third-largest
economy. Yet, this momentum now faces a
formidable disruption — the proposed 50% tariffs
by the United States President Donald Trump on
Indian exports. Targeting $40 billion in trade,
these tariffs could shave off nearly 1% from India’s
GDP striking labour-intensive sectors such as
textiles, gems, and leather and footwear which
are critical industries that disproportionately
employ women.

Unlike China, which has weathered U.S. tariffs
through its manufacturing scale and diversified
exports, India remains vulnerable. The U.S.
accounts for 18% of India’s exports; an increase in
tariff could lead to 30%-35% cost disadvantage
against competitors such as Vietnam leaving
Indian exporters exposed. In this moment of
crisis, these words appear prescient: “The
strength of a nation lies in the strength of its
women.” India’s failure to economically empower
half its population is not just a social concern. It is
now a strategic liability.

The tariffs threaten to destabilise employment
for millions of Indian women. The textiles, gems,
leather and footwear sectors, which employ
nearly 50 million people, face a projected export
decline of up to 50%. Additionally, India’s existing
low female labour force participation rate
(FLFPR) has remained stuck between 37% and
41.7% far below the global average and China’s
60%. According to the International Monetary
Fund, closing the gender gap could boost India’s
GDP by 27% in the long term Yet, this is a promise
that is stifled by cultural constraints, policy
inertia and systemic barriers to employment.

l ndia’s economic ascent, which is now valued

The ticking clock

India is inching closer to its peak of its
demographic dividend — a period where the
working-age population vastly outnumbers
dependents. This window, which could close by
2045, once fuelled growth in China, Japan, and
the U.S. — economies now past their prime

e
Anurodh Lalit
ain
is Vice-Chairman,
All India Congress
Committee (Minority
Department) and
a Social Economic
Analyst

The imposition
of US. tariffs
that threatens to
impact millions
of Indian
women in
labour-intensive
sectors is a
wake-up call
women need
empowerment
as

economic agents

demographic advantage, with flattening growth
curves. India must act to convert this fleeting
dividend into sustained prosperity, and this
means fully integrating women into the
workforce.

Labour participation by rural women has
inched up, but mostly in unpaid and
low-productivity family work. In urban India,
female workforce participation has stagnated.
Safety concerns, unreliable public transport, lack
of sanitation, and the crushing burden of unpaid
care work continue to push women out of schools
and jobs.

India risks the fate of Southern European
economies such as Italy and Greece, where low
FLFPR has placed a long-term drag on growth.
The urgency is clear as it is a now-or-never
moment.

Lessons from abroad, solutions at home
Global superpowers offer a road map. The U.S.
leveraged women’s labour during the Second
World War with equal pay and childcare. China’s
post-1978 reforms drove 60% FLFPR through
state-backed care and education. Japan raised its
FLFPR from 63% to 70%, boosting GDP per capita
by 4%. The Netherlands’ part-time work model,
with equal benefits, suits India, where women
prefer such roles. These nations invested in legal
protections, care infrastructure, and skills
training, which are areas where India lags.
Instead of short-term populism or blanket cash
transfers, India needs structural reforms that
empower Wollen as economic agents.
Karnataka’s Shakti scheme, which offers free
public bus travel to women, is one such
intervention. Since its launch in 2023, female
ridership has surged by over 40%. The scheme
has enhanced women’s mobility for work,
education, and enterprise — especially in rural
and peri-urban areas. This has enabled more
women to gain improved access to job markets,
decrease their dependence on male family
members, and achieve greater autonomy.
Redirecting spending from broad welfare
schemes to targeted programmes such as tax

The gender angle to India’s economic vulnerabilities

incentives for female entrepreneurs, digital
inclusion drives, and gender-focused skilling
platforms can yield more sustainable gains.
Formalising gig and part-time work through
updated labour codes and social protections
would bring millions of women into the formal
economy.

Urban Company, a leading gig platform, has
onboarded over 15,000 women service providers.
These workers earn %18,000-¥25,000 in a month,
along with access to accident insurance,
maternity benefits, and skill development. The
platform’s emphasis on safety, training and
transparent pay highlights how gig work can be
empowering particularly for semi-skilled urban
wormen.

On the public side, Rajasthan’s Indira Gandhi
Urban Employment Guarantee Scheme has
created over four crore person-days of work, with
nearly 65% of jobs going to women. Its flexible,
neighbourhood-based jobs in sanitation, greening
and care work have enabled many first-time
workers — especially those restricted by domestic
duties — to enter the workforce. These cases show
that when the state recognises and supports
non-traditional work, it can unlock massive
economic value.

A moment of reckoning

The looming U.S. tariff shock should serve as a
wake-up call. India’s economic vulnerabilities are
not just due to external threats. They also stem
from internal neglect, especially in tapping the
potential of working-age women.

Empowering women is not a social gesture. It
is a growth imperative. It is the linchpin of
demographic dividend utilisation, export
competitiveness and equitable development. If
India seeks to become a true global powerhouse,
its progress must be built on the shoulders of
both its men and women. India stands at a
crossroads. It can rise by investing in its women.
Or it can falter by ignoring them. One path leads
to resilience and inclusive growth. The other path
leads to missed opportunities and economic
fragility.

CAMLET P Social Justice

“afger af¥e wriert Saa e =
&1 UY T8l afeh AP smazgdar g1 fewoft SR (150 words)
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Context :

YR 3Tl 4.19 fefera STeR oY srforawut & A1y dffyes 3fdies ifad a7 &t fa= 7 oR 7 SR Mbe yiaw
o g Bt dRRT qaY St i S @1 3R 96 T 51 Afde SMAR®T gRT R fafd W 50% R
T &1 URA1d 39 [aemr g # MR A I0d &R 9ol ol 39S Iad F31 YU YH7-94H &5 — a3,
I, TAST 3R §dT IUNT — W T, Wgf s J=m § Algemd srika g1 39 e o afgansit o) anffe
Yrfier Bt HH R BT 3nfiies SRIRAT B 3R T8 R ol B

g1 fig
1. T8l Aol SR Al Smama

. 3MR®T URA F 18% fafd &1 Taxy §1 afe RE arY g @ URd & Fafas! & fagam S
gfaeafifal & garad 30%-35% AT BT JHa Sa-T Uei|

. T, I, IHST 9 ST IGNT O & | 50 fAfermT ¥ it @ ik §, S Afgensit @ T
I 81 377 TR 3R Tty Afgdr AR R US|

2. 3ffafve gAferar

. Wunqgﬁwa%wwm%uﬁﬂaﬁa(ﬂwm 37% 9 41.7% & 919 §, Sl A 3id iR 4 (60%) T
FHTI

. IMF & 39R, i YR offie iR &1 u1e df idera & GDP & 27% &1 3fa 81 9! |

o WY W& [, uRagd 7 Wsdl & BT 3R 51 aa+ ard @R H1 aAfgernsit o R sk Fiadt 9
IER IR d 5|

3. SRS ATHIRT 3R THT B ATt
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