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SR I, T Bt I RET AT Udd Yunferdi & ¥ U, A0l & RIah U a1el & 0 § B
Hp, oig fafdedr & T ISP SR &= ot I &1 fafafia srd ITR-ufgdt WRa & T wgaygul
uiRfRUfIS YT FAurd B 81aife, SRTach &Y T GAM A aRHY R ugem # fasivy gfafeat &)
T T q faherdT = TaiaRul Y, 3TH® AFG-YURU 3R fedhre, Turem wae & et gHifadl &l
SR 1 § 1 YR & Hate ArTed gRT 631 o HRUT STHAAT i HriaTe! dI -t o & alg 39 e, A
dTehieidhdl Ut i |

Centre’s experts had failed to define Aravallis for over a year before SC warning

Jacob Koshy “balance” ecological con-  mining and degradation. Hilly area fall within the concurred that the slope from May 2025 to August
NEW DELHI sideration and the Centre’s Under fire from environ- identified districts is non-  was not the sole determin- 2025, these experts could

The assignment was to de-
fine the Aravalli
cient range of weathered
hills rambling across four
States, from the outskirts
of Delhi to Gujarat. Despite
three committees labour-
ing over the task for over a
year, armed with satellite
imagery and expertise
from multiple institutions,
the Centre could not de-
cide on uniform technical
criteria to define the range.

It was only after the Su-
preme Court warned of in-
itiating contempt proceed-
ings against officials of the
Environment Ministry that
a new sub-committee was
formed in August 2025,
which then gave up trying
to define the Aravallis and
focused instead on evolv-
ing a definition that would

2019 National Mineral Poli-
cy that encourages mining
of critical minerals for the
“nation’s economic
growth”, according to a
2,000-page affidavit by the
Ministry, submitted to the
Supreme Court, which was
perused by The Hindu.
The definition of the
range has sparked an envi-
ronmental and political
row over the last week,
with charges that the final
definition only protects
hills  higher than 100
metres from mining.

Danger of mining

That leaves the remaining
hills — which make up the
vast majority of the 700
km range spanning from
Haryana to Gujarat, with
the bulk of it in Rajasthan —
open to the dangers of

mental activists, Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav has stressed that no
new mining licences would
be awarded until a detailed
Management Plan for Sus-
tainable Mining (MPSM)
covering the entire Aravalli
range is prepared by the
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education.
In 2024, thelp decide on
a uniform definition for the
Aravalli hills, the Supreme
Court constituted a Com-
mittee, comprising repre-
sentatives from the Envi-
ronment Ministry, the
Forest Survey of India,
State Forest Departments,
the Geological Survey of
India and the Central Em-
powered Committee of the
SC. After constituting two
sub-committees of its own,
and facing a rap from the

Safeguarding na

i \ W T

ture: People take partin a ‘Save Aravalli

demonstration in Jaipur earlier this week . Tl

top court, the Committee
finally submitted its find-
ings in October 2025, after
which the SC passed an or-
der on November 20.
Perusal of the Commit-
tee’s documents showed
that while the Forest Sur-
vey of India in 2010 had a
criterion for defining the
Aravalli hills in Rajasthan,
based on the slope — and

importantly, not on the
height — the Committee
was quite concerned that
areas that were “not Ara-
valli” not be included.

“It is again reiterated
that using only elevation
and slope as criteria to de-
marcate the boundary of
the Aravalli Hills and Rang-
es may lead to inclusion er-
rors, as a significant part of

Aravalli. In plain terms, not
all areas of Aravalli have
Hilly terrain and not all Hil-
ly terrain in these 34 dis-
tricts are necessarily Ara-
valli in terms of its
Geological profile and ex-
tent,” the panel noted.

A technical sub-commit-
tee of the main Committee,
chaired by the Director
General of the FSI, and in-
cluding  representatives
from the Survey of India
and the Geological Survey
of India, in 2024 started on
an exercise to define the
*hills’ for all of the Aravallis
beyond Rajasthan.

Slope and local relief

This exercise for the first
time relied on standard re-
solution-maps prepared by
the Survey of India. Even
the FSI, the records show,

ing criteria.

“The Survey of India
(Sol) and the Forest Survey
of India (FSI) were not in
agreement with the ap-
proach of hard... based
solely on slope and local
relief,” a report of the Com-
mittee noted. “They em-
phasised that other local
and regional morphomet-
ric parameters may also
need to be considered.
Since the nature of Hills vz
ries across different ter-
rains, it may not be practi-
cal to apply uniform
criteria of slope and relief
across the entire region.
This  observation was

not agree on a uniform de-
finition. On August 12,
2025, the Supreme Court
warned of contempt of
court proceedings against
the members of the Com-
mittee over delay.

It was following this that
the Committee started to
focus on getting the views
of States and getting a defi-
nition that would support
sustainable mining. In its
t, the Committee ¢
“significant potential
al minerals” and

sed the need for a fra-
mework that enables syste-
matic, scientific, and envi-
ronmentally  sustainable

further sut i dur-

of critical

ing the detailed slope and
reliefbased analysis car-
ried out by the Technical
Sub-Committee.”

Despite six meetings

strategic, and atomic
erals within the region.

CONG. STEPS UP PROTESTS
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HTHS §RT I9NR T 7T =7 95,
1. ¥ aiHTaref &1 asnfae sifeadn

o SRTFE YTHig TU § Ui, srafiie efd SiR SifRd &, o 3% S 1 e oY WRd AU S|
BT ITUNT B TR BT JoHd &l ol ] |
o YR I T 3R YR YIS Faeior o [aRes Rl 3 59 91d W SR fearn &
o G SRTA & UBTS! SeTeh] bl Ualid Tgf Hd &
o UgaM T el & iR It ueifeat ymifa &0 @ sRrracdt &1 fewa 78t B
o Tiftd AFES! R FMafkar wHaRE Ffedt (R-sRTaeh ugIfedl & WRféd foar o @1 8) SR afgsau
Ffeat aiifufas Tu § dag=iia sriadh &3 & B faar 511 X681 §) &1 SifaH I 7l

2. U dh-1P! AFcs! &t WA

o R IoRIE, foet 3R ToRE & T 9HM &aH, $dTs a1 MG J8d AUGS! B a1 H- &
AT S{UTagliNe Hifad gul

o A H TP BT SHPTA IRH H izt T Ayt W & Som Ha-fafy Afeifcs o ydwe
AES! & AT HRl ¢ |

o UE A Sfed W YMd P! dr] S arg g aRummstt & 3rarg o34 @) srgd g Bt
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3. Yo ivf ufyyruren & yafawoiiy sifew

o 3ifT =PI, S THTd U J T YT SHAE T W BT YIS DI I8 HdT 8, 3RTae Yorel!
F g3 T P FHOR TS AT B
o Ty1faa gfomEt H i 8
o @Rd YfH &RT 3R 3fTar &1 fagsH|
o TERITIHRUN 3R YoTd B! HH! & Ufd Hag-T=iiedr & gfS |
o URTwg-w uikfRufae TRefur &1 $HSR g

4. T SUART & 1Y TREUT Y Jferd BT

o a7 &7 ¥ Ayl 3R XuFifa® @l & Sufdfd & WieR e
o PR @S A BT FeH W@ B gHIR I g e:
o TIGRUNY fRRAT
o aﬂqu?ﬂq
o WWWW?&T
o B T JRET-gTH-Fepyur efPeivr & e Ueed- el fRifaeT @, &7-aard feers; @ =
o1 BT IR T Dl XGifrd Hal g

5. JRINTA 3R I 9IS

o B3 IRT AT & TTav[g 3T T 3R TR Bl &
o TH-DH! YRIH! & oI AT BT FAlfai|
o URfUfa® &9 3 Yag=ia uikewal & forg ydfeiia dnfe At &1 rvma|
o A XY YRS HRATs & fo18 Teb foTR &7 1, S wfehar yafarofia e # siaRTd &1 g=ifar
gl

e

3RTaE afeHTST fyaTe fa, yafaror ERa 3R Fame eH & ufdded o giiar ¢ | giiegH-uRifie
fazamTr & fore, e 91d g% ® o Sifed uresfas wonferdt & guTet WRemT & foT HaiR a1 gHisRumard!
aRHTTIST & SO §g- 3l axfAe AMde!, UREXI-TRT IoT 3R Sga [ oid & Ta=adhdl
gt 81 YfaaH, aikfRufaet 3R fewre, TuTem UeeH &1 Udhidhd B & (o1l TR &HdT B Holgd Bl
Ig gRfEa o7 & o siaxge € & vafaror TR 371 &9 9§ Aoigd 3R AGeIRS U ¥ AR 6
g S G |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

W: SRTA! XS] DI Ueb JHF URUTHT [dhRid = T dell HidTs YR H GATaR0T ¥ 3R
T e FAIfIal IR UehT STerd! 3 | 390 e Ef &t SHTeaHTed \mqﬁsﬁvmﬁqumﬁﬂéﬁnﬂa
&l & I Ueie o fo1T 311 o1 IRl YU | (150 XMeg)
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3Tddarg faRieh Ta=-2025 T, HEig g Tl 4 YR ! 3Tddbarg aR1e amarsil &1 Telgd &R & oy
TR 3R P S aRE BT 8T B SATADaId! Terslt BT Tafyd THET 1 TaLHdT B @ifded |
P S Toldl & g # faR-fawef sidearg &1 3Rt Ui, faRiy =u & Ueifiet & dgd Iuan,
TS SURTY-ATdehaTE Hael 3R Uebipd YT 3R S Gl Bt STaLahdl TR FehT< STadl 8|

Analyse past year’s terror cases
and boost capabilities, says Shah

He says India must be prepared to stem the threat from use of technology in terror incidents; urges States to work together

with Central agencies; praises probe in Pahalgam and Delhi blast cases as ‘outstanding examples of watertight investigation’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Home Minis-
U ter Amit Shah said
on Friday that the

police and Central agen-
cies should analyse all ter-
rorist incidents that oc-
curred in the country and
the world in the past year
to enhance the counter-ter-
rorism capabilities.

The Minister said the
April 22 terror attack at the
Baisaran Valley in Pahal-
gam shook the entire coun-
try. Terrorists wanted to
disrupt the communal har-
mony in the country
through the attack and de-
liver a blow to the new era
of development and tou-
rism that had begun in
Kashmir, he said, after in-
augurating the two-day An-
ti-Terrorism Confe-
rence-2025 organised by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday.

Updated crime manual

The Home Minister also
unveiled the NIA’s updated
crime manual, the Organ-
ised Crime Network Data-
base and the Lost/Looted
and Recovered Weapon
Database. The conference
is being attended by senior
police officers from the

A Ao g otk 200

1

Home Minister Amit Shah, Union Ministers of State Nityanand Rai and Bandi Sanjay Kumar, and Union
Home Secretary Govind Mohan at the Anti-Terrorism Conference-2025 in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

States, officers from the
Central agencies/depart-
ments dealing with issues
related to counter-terro-
rism, and experts from re-
lated fields such as law, fo-
rensics, and technology.

He said that worldwide,
the landscape of terrorism
is now changing due to the
use of technology in terro-
rist incidents. India too
must be prepared to pre-
vent them. He said that it is
the responsibility of the
conference to anticipate in-
visible future challenges
and to prevent them.

Speaking on the updat-
ed database on organised
crime networks, he said
such such groups initially
operate for the purpose of
ransom and extortion. Ho-
wever, when their leaders
flee abroad and settle
there, they automatically
come into contact with ter-
rorist organisations and
then use the proceeds
from ransom and extortion
to spread terrorism in the
country. He said that every
State must, under the gui-
dance of the NIA and the
Central Bureau of Investi-

gation, and with the coop-
eration of the Intelligence
Bureau, utilise this data-
base and eliminate such
networks from  their
jurisdiction.

Mr. Shah said that the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
conducted a thorough in-
vestigation into the blast
that occurred in Delhi. “All
our agencies did an excel-
lent job in investigating the
entire network. ....the in-
vestigations into the Pahal-
gam and Delhi blast cases
are not ordinary policing
but outstanding examples

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

of watertight
tion,” he said.

investiga-

Common ATS structure
He said that the NIA has
worked hard to create a
common Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) structure and
sent it to the police forces
of the States. “When we es-
tablish a common ATS
structure across the entire
country, it provides us an
opportunity for uniform
preparation at every level.”
All Directors-General of
Police from the States
should implement the ATS
structure as soon as possi-
ble. He said all ATS units
should get into the habit of
using the National Intelli-
gence Grid (NATGRID) for
investigations, he said.

He added that the Cen-
tral agencies and the State
police had made good use
of technology at their res-
pective levels, but technol-
ogy developed in silos and
data collected in silos were
like “a gun without bul-
lets”. For this purpose, the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
the NIA, and the IB should
hold discussions to deve-
lop a seamless national-le-
vel framework for technol-
ogy and data, and support
the States in strengthening
it, he said.
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TIE e IR UHTN STt T
1. TAHATG BT TGerelt pid
M g
o TP AU "SR IR TR-URURS TeR| BT HTHM T & A4 GRaRi TR BT STa=adhl gl ¢
2. HfSd SURTY- AT TSNS

o TSd IRTY THE, S L= H SR ayget 3R fhRicd & wfie 9, 5@ 391 Add faew & wiFaRa
8 STaT &, o 3 3MTde &) S¢ral ¢ aral § fasfd 8 Ihd B

o TRTY Y B aTch fa<iir 31T Y SMTddpard] Tfafaferdt & faxrare m & fore @ fosar Siran ], o) fa<ita
QT 3R cdes BT Agayul g1 ot 5 |

3. Halpd Sclad BT Hgd

o S TRTY AT 3R ST BT YHRY (TS ORI Tedds SeTay; WT/TeT 3R SRS gRR
SeTaY) JATAHAIE BT HIEAl B & (o8 Scl-TaTierd SVHI &I g2id ]|

o RIS IR ARP cah! DI 9F A & [T H<i1d TARK & Ty THGF b A1 GRI
THT! IUTNT TITF g |

4. TP JHE SRITT &HdT B STaxadd]

o I T TH I 3Mcdhale faRIeh X (TEiey) Wad &1 329 Udh JAM daR1, AFG JdreH
gferarsit 3R gufaa ufafearsii & gffda & 3|
o Y AE I RN AFDIHRUN I Iodl H SHH &HdT ¥ I 81 aTdl i B HH fobdr o Tbal

gl
5. gfwm iR Wit uPtmeor

o Tg-TSIl ST ds dRdfde THY T Ugd & fog g Gihan e oY Iuaul dgayul
o Iz H e Rd Mt 3iR e uiare  THTa=idd &) HH BRd & HIRATS AT GhaT SIFBR]
& fore ety Tt STaxas 3|

6. ST 1 OTa=IT
o ffdare 9" W WR 39 Agd P WP BT &:

o URSR gferRi
o BRRYP IR THiet 1&g

o SITI-3E IRUAIREG! & T Sfddare] "edd ®l L= U 3d dPh TH B
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3T faRidt IWa-2025 & 9 Ulifchaiard Siiddbdlg ¥ U Wihd, Gihar-snemid SR Wi
THIHd YR &1d H T 0D dGard P Gl & | STl AT, THM GRINTT &HdT 3R Hia & Gl
B! AT TR SR BR, HRd BT HTdehare-faRid ef¥eior siftres a=hiara ek uHasfierdr & 3k 9¢ &I 2|
R SfialRe JRem & oy, FARaR emar o, ety $g-3og IgaiT o o WR &t gfafiT & oy
TN} BT ThidRor Sufker B

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y : WEIRTD! & Sed SUTANT 3R WSd ORI Aead & 1Y A&l & A1 Tdhalg & Upid [dbiRId gl
B 51 39 e H, HRA & SATdHaTg foRIeN Gid o A= ST aTel Il BT fa=eooT B 3R o foh SRINTd
U9, ST UH IR0 3R JHH e e e JREM duiial & 8 9g1 bl g |
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YR = TR Bl HH - J T W $i g, RUIE fbd T8 A 2015 T 11.7 TG I g 2024 T AT
2.27 TG §1 7Y §, SR Hidl & TIHT 78% & ARTGC 3% §1 $H IHadl & SIaqg, 8Td of H IR Aol
ST dBAID! AT, 2025 Teh Hedqul SHRAT AT TR YD STl §: SHMhTHD HedR FoTld TAIThesT
W BT dot I TR, fa9y =u J et &9 7| 98 fap™ 2030 T AARAT &1 TH B & URd & 32
& forg U TR IRT 8, o 2027 a9 X WoRl Al &1 Aedd! a8 g

Invasive mosquito species threatens
India’s 2030 malaria elimination goal

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Urban malaria, driven lar-
gely by the spread of the in-
vasive vector Anopheles
stephensi in metropolitan
areas such as Delhi, has
emerged as a national con-
cern threatening India’s
goal of eliminating the
mosquito-borne disease by
2030, according to the
Health Ministry’s recently
released “Malaria elimina-
tion technical report,
2025”,

The report said asymp-
tomatic infections, difficult
terrain, and population
movement continued to
drive transmission, while
high-burden pockets per-
sisted in the districts of Od-
isha, Tripura, and Mizo-
ram. Cross-border
transmission from Myan-
mar and Bangladesh conti-
nued to affect border dis-
tricts in northeastern
India.

Besides the malaria

India’s malaria cases fell from
11.7 lakh in 2015 to about 2.27
lakh in 2024.

elimination goal, the coun-
try has assigned itself an in-
termediate goal of achiev-
ing zero indigenous cases
by 2027, aligning with the
World Health Organiza-
tion’s global strategy.
Anopheles stephensi is a
mosquito species, now re-
cognised as an invasive
threat due to its ability to
thrive in urban environ-
ments, that breed in artifi-
cial containers (tanks,
tyres), and efliciently
transmit the Plasmodium
falciparum and P. vivax pa-
rasites, challenging cur-
rent malaria control efforts

worldwide. In India, urban
transmission presents un-
ique challenges related to
container breeding, con-
struction sites, informal
settings, high population
density and fragmented
healthcare delivery, neces-
sitating city-specific vector
control and surveillance
strategies.

“Strengthening surveil-
lance systems, enhancing
vector monitoring and im-
proving supply chain relia-
bility emerged as the top

priorities,” the report
noted.
High-burden pockets

While India has now large-
ly entered the pre-elimina-
tion phase, malaria is no
longer uniformly distribut-
ed across large geographi-
cal areas, the report said.
Instead, the disease per-
sists in limited pockets
shaped by local ecological
conditions, human mobili-
ty, occupational exposure,
health-system access, and

vector dynamics. The re-
port added that active sur-
veillance has been intensi-
fied in tribal and forest
areas, border regions, and
migratory population set-
tings, where residual trans-
mission risks remain high.

Drop in cases

India has reduced its mala-
ria burden significantly ov-
er the past decade, and the
number of cases has
dropped from 11.7 lakh in
2015 to around 2.27 lakh in
2024, with deaths reducing
by 78%. Key challenges
that need urgent attention
include inconsistent priv-
ate-sector reporting, limit-
ed entomological capacity,
drug and insecticide resis-
tance, operational gaps in
remote tribal areas, and
sporadic shortages of diag-

nostics and treatment
commodities.
Operational research

has emerged as a key ena-
bler for elimination accel-
eration, the report said.

BT YeT: et gafvar &1 3ga

o RN ¥U I, HRd § HARAT Ireior, nfear) 3R a1 &1 # dbigd UTl gTaife, Tt bl &
TR 3 39 AgTHRI fagH Ue & scd fean g1
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wAhefter WAt & A&oT:
e TGS AR & foIU i B
o POYUM & BRI O 3MaRES ¢, AT VYT, TRRT 3R Bl T HeRi § T
o TRITSTH BIEEIRA 3R @RAITSTH fade <t & 7T $el daex
o URUNS UTH qaifear il &1 IuanT e fafa &1 gfked §
o ORI EN Fg 3T I TN g, AT UGB, SRS a3k Tied W@y

Qa1 faa=or yonferal & SR AR & SRGH BT IHAT HR W[ 8 |

I 9 arelt Sidl Bt ggar

gTelifh R HTP! 8¢ dd I+ U Ugd & RO H YA HR JHT 8, Afe] AANRAT T FaRuT 3
HTIH 18] Sfeth AAD RIS 5|

T I HRS! J M 6

R Heh AT, ST 31t a Ut 781 9t ur g, TR0l HI S8 38 §

B SAD IR o &, faRy 9 ¥ Sfifg=m, BgRT 3R iRy o

AR 3R Fiteres 4 A1 UR  U9R qaiR Rl @ uHiad o 618

SrRReT TfrRiterdT, o=y U ¥ garit 3R a1-FR yffe! & g

AT SR 3R THY IR W /U dd HIfHd Ugd

Ezﬂﬁéﬁm Ueh GHM AT BRI B W1 J&H-TR1Y, &1-fafR1y sxqal ol sraRaehan
gl gl

uRaTer SR gurretiTa gAifaar

o § 3 ufkared a1dTel & Uga B TS § ol Se T Bl T HR g o
STt TaTRy Tt &7 F ST KA

e FATRHY iR ufaRty Rt & fore iftrg e o e

JHRT B3 gl 3R PleARe® UfeRiYy

GREXTS! o S & T UREme 3aRTd

e iR qafear-idt garsft &1 fseye
HAGR Y[ YA Tae

T ARE B gt A77-TARY gl & I1Y-T1Y YU ! Holgd 3 Bt ATIRISHdl TR YD ST gl
Iga+ & fore vurHifae mufieang

T SR &1 gR A & forg, R FafaRad orufiyearstt i o <t &:

AR gonferl &1 Tered S, fa—Y =0 9 3= Sifey arelt sfaret | Hishd AR
TeR-fAfRy dgex e urifadT, HeR UsHA &) afdd wdt §

e, qarsll 3iR Sieme! & fore myfed @ &t faya-iadr & gur

TET- MR TXIATT 3R 3t UMt BT AieR o & e afare T srEu™
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o UIUM AY B! T1E TG 3R TSI &1 A & oY AUl g |
fArepd

YR &1 AR S I U Hedqul A R Ta! ¢ | e Aral 3R Aidl § Hgdqul HH! Aoigd Wi
DI TeRid TR §, TAThaeT Wl S 3MhTHG dae gRT Jaled W8< ARGl &1 3¢ T oied s
A URgd BT & | 2030 IS AT BT U HRA b ol TaId et SXaay, Fofed FIRI, Holgd Wared
gunferdl SR faRiy U I I Sifad arel SfiR Safy gfiRME Uide § FRaGR aftaraq g™ &t
STARAH AT 1T | 3 b=t ! R TIRFRUTIS Ao T T &1 JHTe™ HR1 I8 YAfdd o3 | Huifge
BT o ol I+ U - a1 3R fedrs: g a1 2R |

TY: HIRA A 3 FARAT SHAH SRIHH & dgd TP qeaddl a&d HuUiia foar g1 98 a&a 1 87

(a) 2025 T FATAT § I HId

(b) 2026 e WA STH BICHIURH BT I+
(c) Y 2027 TP WM HaRAT & I AT
(d) 2030 T HARYT o HHCA H 90% bl HH

33X : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: HHGR FTRIT, I Bic a7 &HdT 3R ST Y@l a1 ofe URaTe gAHIfadl INT IHa- a&dl
I T J AR Gl & | HRA & AT S HRIHhH & GeH H gai difod |
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FRAR ST 3R ifaTTd §&Y & Sase YRd H 814 {9978 U Ag@yu! ATHISIS Hdhe a1 g g1 HRd
Tad faer &l (THSIel) & dgd 2030 A STd (918 B WH A & o uldes foan g1 wafd Igh
TRAR WA A&l (TTUhTHTH) & 3ficbg] H Ul Feidl g fob fUsel &t qxiep! # grere H Sweiai1y fiRTae
3T, Bs o4l B g UUT 9N} &, Sl TRt o -31fdies SfR fef- S srarsit & gt g1 39
e, BT Wy YR, Qféres Wit 3R Srdareres st 3=a R e guE usar g

gau fRIfY e v

o TAUHUAEY & s I Udl Iadl § [ 20-24 TY Bt 31 P Afgenail Social scourge
Y oTd faaTe | 47.4% (2005-06) | 23.3% (2019-21) B TRTGC Mg g1 Child marriages lead to poor outcomes
IQ’IiiBb ‘{I\Sq\l' GﬁT {‘IIHIRﬂ 5 . _E[ F( %l in hezflth, educaFlon, poverty* allev'lgtlon
N T T . l 5030 through the UN's ustainable Develop
° EI'@I[ W, %E-R-, iagQ |, W, W, H‘EH Q%SZT, G‘IW’ ai'ﬂ [THT 3ﬁ€ ment Goals (SDG), and while it has made

comprehensive strides, there are still miles to go

3.”";[ m a@' Py |\5{,|-\| ﬁ HTH a NUIGIKN &m aﬁ m Gﬂ' @' % | to achieve the target. The Union government re-

cently marked the first anniversary of its Bal Vi-

° &{W a;ﬁ R(—_ﬂ' sg a-l'a' 'CR' W gl'a(—_ﬂ %’ ﬁ; gﬂ' Q-I-@'q W m vah Mukt Bhgrat Abhiyan with a 100-day aware-

ness campaign for a country free of child

O Q) marriage. It is a fact that child marriages have

@T vl g [RS P [Y \31 SHIHd |3‘ﬁ a’ﬁ- @ q | Ei | % | been consistently dropping, from 47.4% in 2005-
06 to 23.3% in 2019-21, according to National Fa-

Wm_am ﬁ'm mily Health Survey (NFHS) data. But in a diverse

country of a population of 146 crore, the ground

. . . reality is that progress is varied and uneven

TR I SHR URART 1 goi H o RIS Y dTell ASichdl T RITET  across States and socie-economic demoggaphics.
. : While the highest child marriage rates among

18 Yl a’ q%a’ aﬁ' aﬂ' HYTdHAT &m Ea?ﬁ' %’ | women aged 18 to 29 years are prevalent in West
Bengal, Bihar and Tripura, States such as Jhark-

ﬁ:ﬂ- a.l?ﬁ g \_)ﬂﬁ' hand, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Telangana, Mad-

ﬁ[&" . Gﬁw QT&IT E'J I'l-I"T C’rIT?.ﬁ am ﬁ Ql | é' GI53| Eﬁ hya Pradesh and Rajasthan are not far behind.
There is a direct co-relation between child mar-

%' vid i-c\b 3] fQT&ﬂ' d] a ?‘nTn' ﬁ Zlg ﬁqﬁ TN %’ | riage, poverty and education, as the UN Popula-

tion Fund’s analysis of NFHS data shows. While
AT SRAHTAL: TSihdl & T R TR 1 I T fAaTE DY UTUMHEBAT e indes manred bere thev became
. . &IT hold wealth index married before they became
N o~ . N . . adults, in comparison to just 8% of those from the
a‘ | CINESIEINE RIS U‘{q\ﬁ-uﬁ:h- ﬁ ql”ﬁﬁ 5|5€é| Qgél % [ highest quintile, 48% of girls with no education
~ A ~ were married below 18 years in comparison to

I Tﬂ?ﬂ"’ﬁ W T 3 h? 3 HTELTG; 9 rpm a,ﬁ ?ﬂ-&lﬁ only 4% among those with higher education.
W' ¢ HCINREE] E; P IXIcT [depixd The Prevention of Child Marriage Act, 2006, is
W TRﬁ_Gﬂ aﬁ. % the flagship law to end the practice, but figures
W QE El | | from National Crime Bureau Records indicate in-
frequent application of the law and a low convic-

W aﬁ?‘ ]:n:la‘ ﬁm ﬁ'%a‘nf t!on rate. A]so, the use of laws such as the Protgc—

tion of Children from Sexual Offences Act, which

. . . . are stringent and provide no leeway for consent-

) W B'J;[ ﬁ Q| | a I aﬂ- W ]T‘J-n‘a@ﬂ @ { |6Q | Wﬂ %, m ﬁ'{;[ \_)‘n@j:[ ing sexual adolescents, has led to other concerns.
Afraid of triggering harsh punishments from the

&m Eﬁﬁ %’ criminal justice system, many underage girls are

turning to unregistered, unprofessional help, en-

]:”a' H@ a dangering their health further. Already, it is esta-

O blished that child marriages can lead to poor ma-
.Q:ﬂ-&l-q.l. B‘ﬁT ternal and child health. In this backdrop, it is
imperative to study why States such as West Ben-

gal, which incentivises girls to study with a cash

o V4 % HHY pH dui- th |§I5§| W a scheme, still has a high incidence of child mar-

. riage. The Centre’s ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’
Seg! U B ard fHRY & SR Sfuenies TRy T 3R campaign hasto do much more to reach the most
vulnerable communities, and ensure that infras-

W Wq’ Y Y T w aﬁ' mﬁ Wq 'q'ﬁ'u'”j:l' tructure, including clean toilets and safe public
xid |\3‘h den Y § d aﬁ %' transport, are in place to keep girls at school. Ac-
ﬁ"l@ﬁ %- | cording to Girls Not Brides, a global partnership,
< at least nine of the 17 SDGs will not be achieved
N . without ending child marriage. In India, unless
[ \}”W% &mm a’; 3? ﬁ, g) 9 HIH] ﬁ, nH B'E[ a’ﬁ ﬂgﬁﬂﬁ a’ﬂ- the several factors driving child marriage — po-
. ' verty, and education, health and gender inequal-
GWH 3?'? G{ﬁ'q'&lﬁ ﬁmtﬂ' 'q&"ﬁl’cn’ aﬁ G-nq W ﬁ'q'[ %’ m@' ity — are addressed, it will be impossible to bridge
a,ﬁ' ! the gap between policy and practice.
% W H 3R W1 51 T 5
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| UMiva | (& oo senvicss
B oie Ap e
o 1 faarg Faror ifafaam, 2006 &7 314t it w7 SuERT fHar STan B, forad wnfie 8
o Wﬂtﬁﬁ_ﬂ
o Hiftd qufafs

o S-SRI, fORIY T T Hg o1 W& ST & ATedH T, IRART 3R BT o1 GRITTT Aag
T ¥ gardTied ®R ahdl |
o YR TR W AR BTG &HAT 3R SR B HH B & (HIRS UG B HH B! ¢
ifer iR prafa i@

o ASfHUl DI g & 1T Ticrg-nuia AeHrsdl & ¥4 ®U ¥ $4 a1d fadig & U 3rdrg el
o HeH HHGR TGN & s U Ugd
o TRTTHS FTUTE oI YRI& URagH, Wesal iR Arefiss faema & ot
o STREGHAT AT S MRS T i & Y Reh HR B IS @, a9y U F rtor
3R BIRIT & &= Hl
o TRz, el Twor 3R o1 TR0 H g- A gH-ag Witd B
Wad faer @eal & A1y e

o 17 TTSION H ¥ ®H I HH I B U 1 & AT 917 AaT8 B A BT 3O g, o
fafafaa Wit §:
o WY
o Uels
o QfI® JAMGT
o RIS H ®HH
e Td HRUN DI AT B H [A®erdl YRA & TUSH A [dbT Ig AT B HHSR B DI SIRGH
3ol B
e

YRd ¥ 91 faarg & fRTae uifd & gxifd §, Ao &5 &l & SUd! Tadl BIH-dbiad 3R Had SRewh]
=PI ot drreft &l Y@ifrd Bt 81 916 faare qa ©U § U fawrarets ge1 8, S e, e ot i,
WY HHGNRA! R TS oA gob foii1 A st & fAfgd §1 2030 & &7 &1 U & & 1T Ues Iww1 0
DI A=l giil Sl RI&T Jonferdl ol Toiqd ®x, W Ugd U YR B, JrH1feid gi-ardl gid &1 dgiy
3R grTfores-3nffer sraHFarsl &1 g B YR B d1d 318 &) W B H —ifavTd 3R1e 3R sfi TR
& UNRUIMH} & & &1 W8 BI UTe-T T g o1 85 ¢

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y : 90U R ¥ FRTaT & d1d9g, oy YR sl H §1d fdd1g Ok 8| 39 Eedl o fod forigR amforen-
3 3R Qfis HRB! BT fAATT B 3R HRT H TRy yRUMHT 3R A faerg & forw g9 fRfgard
CARSIEREY
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Page 11 : GS 3 : Indian Economy

YR B TG TG & ISR Jor MR STHIT TR IR 31ies fafafdm &1 36 €1 CRIF-SIDBI HId fooa
Wicarse RUI ([G¥aR 2025) & giferal sy sdrd § for WRd & @Y sgaarg o1 uikfRufas! dF e
3R RR GUR & X561 81 U1 SiRad § IR, BUGITST & dedt UTTGRT 3R SHuamRadl & S o
YR BIc ITH & ATE faxiTa Aeaiar &1 Toigd & $I 3R SART BT 5 |

India’s small business credit
resilient and perked up’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

India’s small business cre-
dit environment was
strengthening while re-
maining resilient accord-
ing to CRIF-SIDBI Small
Business Spotlight Report
(December 2025).

The credit portfolios
continued to expand, for-
malisation was progressing
gradually, more lenders
were participating actively,
and asset quality was re-
maining healthy, according
to the report which ana-
lysed data in small busi-
nesses with credit expo-
sure of up to %5 crore.

According to the report,
the aggregate small busi-
ness credit exposure had
reached %46 lakh crore, up

BT gfg R g fswd

$dl Y HGUTT U TRIUTOR 346 ARG HRIG b Ugd T, o qrdl-aR-91d 16.2% &1 gi aof Bl

Sole proprietors continued to
dominate credit ecosystem.

16.2% year-on-year.

Active loan accounts up
Active loan accounts had
grown by 11.8% to 7.3 crore
backed by policy support
and multiple government
credit schemes for MSMEs.

Sole proprietors conti-
nued to dominate the cre-

TS|

dit ecosystem. They ac-
counted for around 80% of
total credit and nearly 90%
of borrowers.

The fastest-growing seg-
ment was sole proprietors
with an entity presence.
This segment had grown
by 20% YoY led largely by
loans against property.

As of September, 23.3%
of borrowers were new to
credit and 12% new to en-
terprise borrowing indicat-
ing rising formalisation.

Private banks continued
to lead enterprise lending,
closely followed by public
sector banks. NBFCs were
seen steadily increasing
their presence. For enter-
prises, working capital
loans dominated and ac-
counted for nearly 57% of
outstanding credit.

i BT AT | 11.8% BT g B8, O 7.3 BRIS AP Ugd TS, Il hisc Ugd P AUS & I Gl

gl

THUHUHS & forw HifanTd gxaau 3R aferd IReR BT dorai gRT e o1 U= fear g
g TS YUl TS H YhauUl & §oird B AT & AU YR W FTGR B! 371d dal g

THd WA BT 9Yd

o FABiSC URIUOR & JIdT TMURTSER B 381 TTHIT 80% 3R TATHIT 90% SYRS ! &, ol HRA b BIC
FAIR URERT & ITD! HER YfHDT B Y@ifohd HRd g
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| unva | Q5o seces

o TIY Tl Y T T e NUARS ShTs IURRUTT & 1Y THHS HIfK® &, ST 20% YoY I ¢ T
g, Ol &1 ¥U ¥ YUt & RIars 01 gRT Saferd g
o T Y& IR Y Il & IR T I8 ARG -I- AR URac Bl FoTR Fxal ¢

NG AT b Hhdd

o 23.3% IUR®DAI hise P T AT Y, 3R 12% IgH IUR A4 & forw ¢ |
o I 3ipe NTTRS =i Yumelt H Ugeh IR SYRBAISH & Sgd AN ol <2d &
o HUG NUATRGA URERIA, Hfge 3faer Fufor iR Sewmiis oty fRRar § R & g

Rt s @1 yfireT

o ST S ITH B 37 BT Add BT IR [ &, 3P IC; JIdolb & b 5P g

o TG TFMAR U UGG §¢T 36 &, IRy = U 4 fafkiy ofk & Jar arat &1 H|

o DR Yol B BT STl B, S ST IeH BT BT 57% 8, S T a1 & Foid IR drad
R G Hiad B BT Gbd ol g

o g fafay worerar yrfieRt 01 faavur &I Togd &l & 3R YUTENTd TSIl SHiad &1 HH !
gl

gR=iufRT &Y Turas Sk Rved fRRer

o URIURY T ORI W gt 7, S faaeyuf o1 gutaft SR yeu-a o1 Sifed &1 gema ot 8|
o TRTURT B U # FRTde & 5T o SaRgifeT & aoir FHUT Tretar e2ifdr ]|

SfITRIT & g WIS Hed
BIC I 3qH Agaqul it Ay §:
ISR i
RITIT e ey
o IR-BIURT &l § o1 R
o TS e B U dF onfdfer guR, IefHar iR grmash fawm &1 99 axar |
e

YR & IY GG BT ardravul &l Jofed ST [ JHERH, Hite siuaied 3R fRR uReufy
oGl H GUR DI R 8| Uohd Wit &1 TYd Y& R Y ITH & 3FY oiTd oid DI SaRgahdl
& Y@ifard Hal g1 39 T B 9T [ & o frtpradt o1 a6 AR Ugd, I9d SiiaH Jedice o 3R
Ugat IR SYRSBAISN & [T THYT Pt SHTIRIwdl gHT | YR | [Ch1S,, mads-Sutia e fawr & fag
TP Tl 7Y Fa9r HU giRfRufaet dF savge® g
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Health care does not need the PPP route

ublic policies have single or multiple

objectives. Policy for public-private

partnerships (PPP) in medical

education could be many: the desire to
ensure quality education at affordable rates;
helping the investor make profits; to show people
symbols of development by a *happening’ state;
rent seeking on contracts in these multi-crore
projects and so on. The design of the policy
framework indicates the policy objective that is
being sought to be achieved.

An expansion of numbers

Three years ago, the Andhra Pradesh government
expanded the number of medical colleges by six,
taking the total to 17 in the government sector.
There are another 19 in the private sector. The
government is now seeking to add another 10
under the PPP mode. The total number of seats in
all these colleges, when functiol expected to
be over 6,500. For these 10 new colleges, initiated
by the Y.5. Jagan Mohan Reddy government, 835
acres of land have been acquired and the colleges
are at different stages of development.

At the average rate of about 3450 crore a
college, the total project cost was estimated to be
4,500 crore, to be mobilised from the National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD), government and Government of India
schemes. Each college was expected to have 150
seats attached to a 650-bed district hospital by
suitably upgrading it. In normal course,
government colleges provide subsidised
education. But for ensuring fiscal sustainability, a
three-tier fee structure was designed: 50% of total
seats for 215,000 a year; 35% at 12 lakh and 15%
earmarked for non-resident Indians at £20 lakh.
The total revenue from fees could amount to ¥11
crore a batch a year, which means a total
recovery of about €55 crore in the fifth year. In
addition, these colleges would be eligible for
ther 28 post-graduate seats from the second
year, going up to over 50. Post-graduate seats are
at least three times more expensive.

In 2024, the new N. Chandrababu Naidu
government engaged KPMG to prepare feasibility
reports for the 11 medical colleges under a PPP
mode that NITI Aayog is pushing vigorously.
Under the PPP model, the entire land is proposed
to be on a 33-year lease, extendable for another
33 years at T100 an acre, along with the district
hospital; provide viability funding of 25% of the
estimated project cost; empanel the hospital
under the State health insurance programme and
obtain the National Medical Commission’s and
other statutory clearances; and ensure 70% bed
occupancy. In return, the investor is expected to

&

Kannuru Sujatha
Rao

is former Union
Health Secretary,
Government of India

It is unwise to

public assets in
critical areas
ch as health
without
building the
institutional

contracts in the
first instance

complete the civil works within two years;
provide free outpatient and earmark 70% of the
beds for free inpatient treatment for “special”
patients or those referred to by the government
to be reimbursed at package rates of the
Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme.
Commercial rates can be applicable for the
remaining 30% beds. To ensure time-bound
construction, the government has to depute a
full-time engineer at the site. Two rooms,
measuring 500 square feet each, would also be
provided for free to set up a Jan Aushadhi
pharmacy and for medico-legal work.

The need for evidence-based assessment
There have been protests and much disquiet over
the proposed policy, with the allegation of
“privatisatising” what is envisioned to be a public
asset. There is apprehension that middle class
and poor students would lose out on
opportunities to study, lose job opportunities as
the private investor would be under no obligation
to adhere to quotas for recruitment, and pay out
of pocket for services that are currently free.

The contract seems faulty as the risks do not
appear to be evenly shared. The risk of delayed
payments, earmarking virtually the whole
hospital - 70% of the beds - for patients to be
referred by the government and treated at
Ayushman Bharat rates and all outpatient
treatment free, may only lead to incentivising the
private investor to game the system by charging
under the table capitation fees; resort to
shorteuts in appointing the full complement of
faculty (who are also very difficult to find); make
compromises on the quality of care, and deny
care, on various pretexts, so as to divert the
earmarked beds on the plea that demand is low.
The risk is greater for the government in case the
investor fails, as the only remedy is the judiciary
which in turn could take several years to
adjudicate.

The idea of giving away all control over the
district hospital, and for 66 years, needs to be
reconsidered and better justified. Evidence shows
that with comprehensive effective primary care,
30% of hospitalisation can be averted, besides the
fact that with advancing technology, the list of
day surgeries not requiring hospitalisation is
increasing.

Technology is rapidly disrupting known
delivery systems and arrangements. Thus, there
is a need for a more thorough evidence-based
assessment, keeping in view the shifts in disease
burden, demographic profile and technology, to
justify the need for 650 beds uniformly across the
State.

Besides, the PPP arrangement at the district
level only fragments the public health system and
in the long run, harms its organic development.
System efficiencies need vertical integration of
primary, secondary and tertiary care to ensure a
strong referral system and the smooth patient
pathways required for continuum of care. This is
central to coping with chronic diseases and good
patient management.

Inefficiencies in the system

The health system in Andhra Pradesh has several
inefficiencies due to inadequate infrastructure in
turn linked to chronic underfunding and a large
number of vacancies, particularly among
specialists and in rural areas. The worry is that
the already critical situation of vacancies in rural
areas and government facilities will be further
exacerbated if medical education is
commercialised (as evidence shows that students
after paying huge fees are more inclined to go
abroad, work in the private sector and live in
urban cities). Therefore, it is necessary for the
government to invest in ensuring doctors and
specialists at subsidised rates (instead of the
present model of selling 50% seats) so that the
government can build a pool of doctors who are
willing to work in public health, in rural areas
and in public hospitals.

Given these serious concerns, opting for the
PPP route on grounds of financial stringency
seems facetious as there are several options
available to raise capital. The PPP route is also
cause for concern as pri -atisation requires a
strong state with institutional capacity to enforce
laws and contracts. Andhra Pradesh, like the rest
of the country, does not have that capacity. The
earlier Telugu Desam Party regime fragmented
the primary health-care system with almost half a
dozen contracts. Poor enforcement resulted in
chaos. Andhra Pradesh has not even been able to
enforce the relatively benign Clinical
Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act.
Given that the state in India oft, it is unwise to
get into the privatisation of public assets in
critical areas such as health care that directly
impact the lives of the poor.

Medical education is in a erisis and is also
rapidly changing. At the current rate of the
thoughtless expansion of colleges without faculty,
the day may not be far when many medical
colleges may have to shut down as engineering
colleges did after the first flush of the IT boom.
Quality of education and equitable access are
more serious issues to address than opening
medical colleges. The PPP model as a means of
delivering welfare does not inspire confidence.

GS Paper 2 :LclAVIgET o]

UPSC Mains Practice Question

(drdid), fa=iv =u & fafe Riem ik forar srudaral |, Jarar, yormed ga e
3R ST &HAT & IR | i U Hdl g1 URA Dt AdoI 1P TRy YUId! &
T H 59 Y D ATAA-ITHD ofid B | (150 XMeg)

grdeife-fAet vt [ dididh & R grdwifAe a1 faaRur § I drersit iR &Hdr SiavTd &
Y & U A Ferdl foar ora g1 Wy & 7, oy ¥ u ¥ fifeser fRrem ok frem srarat §, gfarc
& 3R A9 SaTYHT & foaR & forg fdidh ur doht T foaR farar 1 81 3 | gTdifes, W SayTd U wfed
eI 9% g STl 3fehet, Ugd, el SR STHTE Bt FARaRal & 35341 &1 AT faaR! R wrdfidsdr
3 oIt =R | Afsed wids iR e sraral # Uit Afsd & 3uaM & giferT Udrd gardT, Siatacg!
3R Erefeprfere Ul 3R & SR A Agcayuf fRiam der &3 B
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faferc fRran & i@ & 6 7

WBR AR R fafde Rren & dididt R fogR ol &;

NfSewd dicol 3R el B e H doft I IR B

RIS TS SIS o | ol Goft e

faita iR uftaraH Sifaw amen &%

g aTe o 3R FaT faaRo & guR

g, GO gl &1 &g arRafa® =i 3= ®I Udhe Bl ¢ | ofd Adel-d YH, SRuard,
fomres Tt soagrian SiaR fad aiwur, &R MRS It UaTe 99 TAM WR Iy gRT YeH fau S
g, I SIaH-Treeul fawd g S g

Fidid aisd & A1y WE IRaATHS faang
1. SrAgferd Sifaw AT

WBR YA SRR, ST & g-aTe! gid, I YhRa AR Fames glaur ¥ d&fia uge snied
I HRT

ot wriieR &1 it TeRIAS SIRaH BT A1 631 ISl 5, Saieh 18 Yoo 3R 3RydTa Jarsit
& T e R aIfifouss =01 ST 39 5|

fawerdT a1 faare & Ad &, 9 &1 Uile TgRT dd 9 d@ <1iis g% g

2. farfecar fRren & gH=ar & fore @Rt
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