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India declines to endorse
joint statement at the SCO

g foig:

1. HRd BT YR

over exclusion of Pahalgam

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India declined to endorse
the joint statement at the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) Defence
Ministers’ meeting in Chi-
na, and pushed for includ-
ing tougher language on
terrorism that would re-
flect the Indian position,
particularly in the wake of
the Pahalgam terror attack
on April 22.

Sources said Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh re-
fused to sign the document
on Thursday as it did not
mention the Pahalgam at-
tack but included militant
activities in Balochistan.
Pakistan and China were
trying to divert attention
from terrorism, and the
document would have di-
luted India’s position on
critical issues, particularly
terrorism and regional se-
curity, sources added.

In his address at the SCO
meet in Qingdao, Mr. Singh
said a terror group, The Re-
sistance Front, had carried

= 5
Junin Qingdao. ANI VIDEO GRAB

out a “dastardly and hei-
nous attack” on innocent
tourists at Pahalgam in
Jammu and Kashmir, kill-
ing 26 innocent civilians,
including a Nepali nation-
al. The TREF, a proxy of the
UN-designated Lashkar-e-
Taiba, had claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, he
said.

“Peace and prosperity
cannot co-exist with terro-
rism and proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion in the hands of non-
state actors and terror

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with his Chinese counterpart Dong

groups. Dealing with these
challenges requires deci-
sive action. It is imperative
that those who sponsor,
nurture and utilise terro-
rism for their narrow and
selfish ends must bear the
consequences. Some coun-
tries use cross-border ter-
rorism as an instrument of
policy and provide shelter
to terrorists. There should
be no place for such dou-
ble standards. SCO should
not hesitate to criticise
such nations,” Mr. Singh
said.

o & EA oY RiE A Agdd S WR EAIER B4 U STBR IR |
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o HRJH 3MdPpalg & [a5g 3PS HAR HIN &I AT &I, TS DT U8 WP 7T H I 311 b,
fIRIYER TgaTH gHd & a1, fSIH 26 AFIR®| &1 GG g5 o, fomd e ~urel! Ariies +ff =nfira
|

. YRA P! T i o afs dgad sum & & &3 1 Siddbdig &i Hal &1 ST 3R 3 &1 Sl
o ST, Y 399 WHI-UR Sddarg ot iRl &1 3ifeot smaet

2. UGERTH 3Td®! gHdT:

. ZYEHA &I g IR The (TRF) 7 3foTH feam, St fs ARm-U-aua &1 T J™iel A6 5|

. TRF Us TG Y R ATHG SATdebard! W13 g

. T8 BHA ey ANl 3R Tded! ol =T a1 f5ar T oT, S I8 Sxidn § fo druR
3fTdmard! Head 3t off v MRk TaRT A gu g

3. SCO H HRd ®t fRAUf:

. oY Rig A we1 P Sideare 8k TR-Isy fAdrsii & g1dl § SdgR® fUuR! &1 TR
afyes JRem & fag Mk @A Bl

o IR I TN B SMTAT DI S MdDbdlG B! UTAIIT HId & — I8 obd UTBEA Bt 3R T

« YRA T SCO H 3Tdhdle & FATH T JHM 3R TRIGd 3G (U= &1 7T Bt orgH i
NEEIRER RN R AR R S K

4. Y-eifae gkued:

. TgFd TOF H TRRAE $1 I 3R g HI SieSHR I8 GRidl g [ 914 3R UTfdhea 39
frd ) Al FTUIE™ HR R A

. gﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁwiﬁ:{aﬂlﬁdldﬁﬁ%d%%ﬁ&mﬁ&mﬁaﬁw:@

|

YRd &1 fadwr Hifa wr gvma:

. STHTHS PeAd: Ig HRd B! Sguald Hall IR U H&A AP {3, faRve siddbarg & He, W, ¥
3R W fifa &l a7

. T-ufewaE Tews: g8 &t Qe fausl & i iR uifesea™ &t YA Tagledr & AdR YRd
&1 fidref &1 gy HRar g

. IfYP TR R FAYT-aar: YRd 1t U8 HRATS ST STAHAIE & [98g IR 3R T Hifd o =it
& 3R e el R IHP! fA4=1ae 1 HeTgd bRl 8| _

. gguefty we &Y W g8 SCo S WS B T 3R YHTERN A IR ¥aTd S3Td1 8, S8l H-
oI fRd Trfes JRem 3=l R grdl 8 §d g

e
HRA BT SCO & TG T BT FHUT 7 BT SUD! 3fddhale & Wi T Fg=iadT $t Aifd iR Fger afye

3fTddmare-eh Gid & AN BT WY Yohd ¢ | I8 HEH TgUei Tgdin St 39 U gAIfadl &1 Ht g=ifar g, STel
3R FTfR TR&M BT HIGT Bl Yoo Wl & e & fear S g1

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ o ©

nnnnnnnn

INSTITUTE]
CIVIL SERVICES

UPSC Mains Practice Question
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Page 01: GS 3 : Science & Technology

R AR T < G0 P HTR] AT - SIRRIGT 3feffRes €M (1SS) & TR HR SfIr 3 o1l a8 Axiom
Mission 4 (Ax-4) BT o1 SR 1SS T Y T4 aTdl Ugd HR 94| I8 Iudisd HRd DI dgal A4 3fdiees
IS HedTwm esi, faRies: A fiem, & e te Agayul fid H1 U_R |

Shukla becomes first
Indian to enter the ISS

IAF Group Captain is the pilot of the much-delayed mission and will spend two weeks on the

space station; he is one of the four astronauts designated to take part in Gaganyaan mission

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

roup Captain Shub-
Ghanshu Shukla of
the Indian Air

Force created history on
Thursday afternoon by be-
coming the first Indian to
enter the International
Space Station.

As the Dragon crew cap-
sule carrying Mr. Shukla
and three other astronauts
as part of Axiom Mission 4
(Ax-4) circled earth, he
greeted people back home
with a “Namaskar from
space”. The spacecraft
then docked with the ISS at
4.01 p.m. IST as it passed
over the north Atlantic
Ocean.

For Mr. Shukla, this is
the first step to a more am-
bitious mission as he is one
of the four astronauts de-
signated to take part in Ga-
ganyaan, India’s first hu-
man spaceflight mission.
The Indian Space Research
Organisation, which ex-

Mission update: Shubhanshu Shukla and his fellow astronauts
being welcomed aboard by the ISS crew. pTI

pects to conduct the first
crewed flight under this
mission no earlier than
2026, paid more than T500
crore for the Ax-4 mission
to include Mr. Shukla and
Prasanth Nair, another Ga-
ganyaan designate who
was part of the back-up
crew for the Ax-4 mission.

On Thursday’s flight,
Mr. Shukla was the mission
pilot. A live videolink from
NASA showed the space-
craft approaching the sta-

tion, with the docking se-
quence being completed at
4.15 p.m.

At the lift-off on Wed-
nesday evening from Flori-
da, Axiom Space — which
is orchestrating the mis-
sion — had said the capsule
would attempt docking in
about 28 hours.

“Shubhanshu stands at
the threshold entrance of
International Space Sta-
tion... as the world watches
with excitement and ex-
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pectation,” Union Minister
of State for Space Jitendra
Singh wrote in a post on X.

The four astronauts
aboard will spend the next
two weeks at the ISS con-
ducting scientific experi-
ments, including eight
from ISRO, and helping
with the station’s upkeep.

The first delay was due
to adverse weather, fol-
lowed by technical issues
in the Falcon 9 rocket and
then on the ISS.

In the lead-up to the
Ax-4 mission, both Mr.
Shukla and Mr. Nair had re-
ceived advanced training
at NASA’s Johnson Space
Centre in Texas.

Along with the other Ga-
ganyaan designates Ajit
Krishnan and Angad Pra-
tap, they had previously re-
ceived training in Russia.
Training inputs from the
US. and Russia are
deemed valuable because
of their considerable hu-
man spaceflight
experience.
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1. 1ss ¥ efagifye uaxr:

. &A1 Axiom Space GRT Y& $TH % HRA H TR 8IHR ISS TH 1 I &, FoTehsT Sifh
IR 3feelificsd HERNR & HUWR g3l

e T WY Y TSR HEDH G B Halerd fobar, St AP Td BT UclichTeTch 107 T
. 98 1SS W &I ItaTg faara, Sigl 9 axf=e UanT 3R Wa=arg Tfafafaay & HeT |
TN & fore Ag=a:

. Y& HRA & Ugd A4 SfaRel S fRM T-aE & foe Tifid aR siafRemnfai # 9 U €,
St GHTaHT 2026 F MU B |

. %%gmﬁm&mw@n&ﬁ&amﬁamqﬁwﬁwﬁmmaﬁ?ﬁmm
|
o U UTTGRI & U YRA 7 3500 HRIS A TS HT YT fobar, S I9d 3fafker uiieor & fa
ISRO 1 STRITIT iR F Ufd Ufagdl &I =1 3|

. TR NASA & ST WY e (3ARHT) IR =1 & ure fosan man, St 7ra sialer ISl &
3Ha # 99 g
o SHIUF IS URId ARR A off g ufkieror vt fora, for) fomm &t daRt gifad gs |
. AP 3R ae-e! yrafiear:
« ISRO & 3113 I TANT 1SS iR &1 3w &, St YR &1 G&H @byl 3R AT TRIR
R & Srgue™ emyarstt & 9gId 5
. g A SIRRIPTY SidRRal Yicteplel T Tedal 3IHa Ual Bl &, oy HRd i Waxll AFa
3iafer IS YUl & 9 A g1
. o= &Y geifoar SR aiienus:

. AT DS IR W s — TS HIGH &b HRU, R WTedh 9 Adbe A dh-1dh ! THRSH & HIRT,
3R TG H ISS W

. 3T JIAYE Bd SihTT 3R M &1 ST YR &1 3fafel TgH1fiar & afiams iR
gRUSdl I gRIid 5|

YR & fore yHTa:
1. YUHIfA® 3R dP-Ia! BAT:
. I% YRA P! MG 3fARe SN0 H T U@ REars! a7 &1 I & Agayul Hid T URR |
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. Tdd UG iafes R & e YRd & &l &1 geg axal o
2. TR &) AR ) SEraT:
o 1SS HATEH BT IRATAD U THHAH SAREATIAT & TRIEON B [uraar 3R = Rigelse &1
TSI T g |
. T8 femrar g f& ISRO TR &marsii &1 afyes qarad Sl o 91y Jiford a8l 8|
3. WW@?W
. Tg 3y HY W YRA B db-ie! Wifd &) UefRid srar gl

. &rﬁ%&ﬁgwﬁﬁsﬂawﬁ 3fafe ToIRAT & Ty TgaT ¥ YR &1 SiARel He-iid ol
qd |

4. RO 3R &rvar fwtor:

o %&mﬁ%&rﬁﬂﬂ&ﬁw&nﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁ&m&nwﬁmﬁw&ﬁ%mwm
Iudfs g

. Tg STEM frem, 3 iR YR & foft o & tieafed wrar 3
e
U & H1 1SS H UaW had Ueh AfGaiTd Ui Tal 5, Sfcd HRA & 3fdRe HRIHH & ol T W0HITaH
IHAdl ¢ | T8 S B A4 3idRe IS HedDiansll o1 Th Uit &1 g 3R Ay sialke &7 § YRd $1

fRUfT 1 Yeg ol ¢ AP TRAl & Iy FganT ¢k 39 fARH & "o ¥ Ui ardgiRe gHd
T SR Yfaw & Wex AFa sidaie Rl & fou dite &1 o™ s

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: "IHIY] Yol BT AR AR YR & T4 HdRE ISH HRIHH T Udh =41 & AIgdl g 1" Teas{id
B 4 ¥ YRA Pt URTERY & MRS, dd-ie! 3R el fAfgdrdf R @af H31 (250 words)
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Tfer # W & qd g
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Staggered polls cannot be considered an
immutable feature of Constitution: ex-CJI

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Conducting free and fair
elections is a basic feature
of the Constitution, but the
Constitution does not say
that polls can be free and
fair only if they are held
non-simultaneously, form-
er ChiefJustice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud has opined,
according to sources, in his
written submission to the
Parliamentary Joint Com-
mittee reviewing the pro-
posed legislation aiming to

introduce simultaneous
elections.
Justice Chandrachud,

who served as the CJI from
November 2022 to Novem-
ber 2024, will present his
views to the panel on July
11. Justice ].S. Kehar, who
served as CJI between Ja-
nuary and August 2017, has

wedfd & v fdg:

Former CJI DY. Chandrachud will present his views on simultaneous
elections to a Parliamentary Joint Committee on July 11. PTI

also been invited by the pa-
nel, which is reviewing the
Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty-
Ninth Amendment) Bill,
2024 and the Union Terri-
tories Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2024.

Their predecessors who
had met the panel earlier
had pointed out several in-
firmities in the legislation,

according to sources.
Justice Chandrachud, as
per sources, has dismissed
the contention that hold-
ing simultaneous elections
would blur the distinction
between different tiers of
government, since voters
may prioritise national is-
sues over regional con-
cerns if the election cycles
are synchronised. This ar-

1. gad 3R fAsaes g9 - ver Miferes fa=iven, = i awia gAma:

gument, he said, is based
on the assumption that the
Indian electorate is “naive”
and can be easily “manipu-
lated”. This contention, he
has argued, flies in the face
of the universal adult fran-
chise which has been part
of the Constitution since its
inception.

He further said in his
submission, as per sourc-
es, that “staggered elec-
tions cannot be considered
as a feature of the original
Constitution, let alone an
immutable feature.”

According to sources,
he has also referred to the
concern that simultaneous
elections could marginal-
ise smaller parties or re-
gional parties. But this pro-
blem, he said, exists
independent and irrespec-
tive of the simultaneous
election legislation.

o A IETS A QeI foh WA SR (e gATa WiaU™ 3 T gayd faRivaT 8, afe a8 Wy
o o5 TR-THTTT (31T S-S W WR I1G) Bls YYD HaRIHd ol
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. 3B ab fear o faum & T SIS ey 1 TRAHIHS SMYR 6] § ot I8 SHfard &Rl gl fb
fwgerar g o= o fore gH1d Ieb i U 9 81 B S|

2. HAGIAT3A @t gATdl ufRuer:

. S 39 iAW a1 o U A1 FTa X 9§ IS R &R Rl & o SR e gl
SITE|

« 3B He1 U1 fob g AT fob Adgar fafis TRl & BRI H 3R Aol B Gobd, HRA™
Tderarsl &t uRusdl &l HH P b1 8, g Wd=dl & T¢I dHIHS T0%p AdiPR
BT R 3y frar g |

3. At gayd ok 7 8 srufad-a Jaure faxiver:
. 3B Fel [ Ih1a g1a AiaU™ &1 i gol 91 R i el U

o TIAM & THIT AT YU G- U I ST ge-hal (o - [aumayref &1 awayd
fage) o1 oy §, 7 f ford) Tra-augie 9918 18 AU der &1 |

4. BT 3R &g ga W yuTa:
. U8 Rd e &1 13 A foh U A1y gA1a BIC 1 831 gl BI BTN R Yhd qahd & |

[ oS A pel [ I8 AR g9 Bt -G I Wad =4 J HINE §, 3910 39 59
U9 & faR1Y BT AY SMYR g} AT ST bl |

3 TPV HT HEd:
. dfaur Bt dgfera sarem:

« Td CJI BT PPV Ueh URUS 3R FauT-d T Udd Bl 5, Sl gA1d! YA 3R AT
M & o Tge RITIT Fal g

. T®H 91y gATG1 & T aenfe SR &1 aerg!:

. 31 0d 39 faaR & difad 3R BT 90U U HRd1 ¢ {6 T 91y gA1a dfae™ & ga
T &1 Ieerdd el B, o faemdt R & Anf & te o S1er R et 8|

. Hdcrdrsi § eiediae fayr:

. TE Adcrarsll &1 R 3R 35! faddmitad IR a4 orad ol g, T8 A gU fob didad Th
ST 3R el ANTRG T IR 1URA §, 7 3 T Wi a1 gq1fad o1 18 SHd1 WR|

3t Hiv[e gHifear:
. mﬁﬁ?mﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁ

. 3 famme SR fafay <=1 o U 1Y AT AT S8 R Y6, HRABIA! BT JHGT 3R
FauTd RN B SHTTRIH AT XAl ¢ |
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« SIS ggHfd:

. T YYR P! AHAdI IS IoHIdd Fedfd IR R #dl g, o ot +ft IR 78 81 9t 8,
IR &= gal & foRiY & HIROT SN S(U+ fAfRTy UgaM & @i &1 8 3@d & |

e

Irad S1.aTs. TS B gg WAl "Teh Y, T 9" W 969 $I Haule I ¥ I=: URife Sl 8|
S AlfoIRed 3R AeTHIfdd ATl a-l §s &, 3P I8 B o Ih1g 19 Pig ufad fa=war gt §, 39
AR R TR faurh iR S o=l & e Ar verd SR ]|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: "T% 1Y A1 B J URIMHHD G&T 3Tl g, Al dlbditAd Uiaied o) ddhr fan Uer gidt
g1l 81 # fIRvEl &1 @ & 3feiis H, HRd H Teb WY I bR b JauTHeh 3R Ieiiferep et
TP Sild HhL | (250 Words)
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dpie § AT TR Uolieprur 3R it (CRVS) TR IR Heala gwie # Tl ik uwid
&7 & BRI A 2030 IF o H 3R TG & A4 U0l bl YT qvﬁﬁWd@&delngéHgdd@%

UNESCAP gRT I1feid “CRVS ER1h™ (2014-2024) B Ueh < dell g b aTe gafl, Foraw Heeaqu! il g8,
Ao TEHIS Havel H $© WIHAT AW G |

At Bangkok event, a commitment

to count every birth and death

Governments across Asia and the Pacific decide to ensure registration of all vital events of the population by 2030; an estimated 14 million children
in the region still do not have their births registered by their first birthday and every vear, an approximate 6.9 million deaths go unrecorded

Ramya Kannan

overnments across Asia and the
Pacific, on Thursday, signed off
on a landmark decision to
ensure that all births are
registered and all deaths are recorded by
2030, at the third Ministerial conference
on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
for Asia and the Pacific, in Bangkok,
Thailand. This is expected to bring the
vison of universal, inclusive and resilient
CRVS systems a step closer to reality.
The United Nations defines civil
regmmnnn and vital statistics as the
permanent, c: y and
universal recording of the occurrence and
characteristics of vital events of the
population in accordance with the law”.

‘What are the vital events?

These vital events include births, deaths
and marriages, divorces, besides causes
of death. The focus of the nations is on
registering births and deaths as a
fundamental aspect of a person’s legal
identity, and besides, grant access to a
whole range of life-cycle
benefits/functions for any one living in a
society. Birth registration grants
individuals l'cu ‘mal legal ruognnuon,
enabling access to essential rig]
servic cluding health services.
certificates serve as legal proof of death,
supporting families with matters such as
inheritance, insurance and other
administrative processes.

In 2014, the United Nations’ Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP), launched the “CRVS
Decade” to ‘Get every one in the picture.
The decadal progress was measured in a
review that was then launched as a
publication last week.

In her preface to the publication,
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana,
Under-Secretary-General of the United
Nations and Executive Secretary of
ESCAP, wrote: “Importantly, civil
registration and vital statistics (CRVS)
systems help protect populations in
vulnerable situations, as birth and
marriage registration can serve as
safeguards against child marriage,
trafficking and modern slavery by
verifying age and identity.”

Acknowledging legal identity in good
governance And)mme is also target 16.9
of the D Goals

Planning ahead: The third Ministerial conference on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics for Asia and the Pacific was held in Bangkok, Thailand. x/@UNESCAP

also significantly improved, the ESCAP
acknowledged.

However, despite this progress, an
estimated 14 million children across the
region still do not have their births
registered by their first birthday. Every
year, an approximate 6.9 million deaths
also go unrecorded.

Extension of deadline
Responding to a queslion on the future of

ivil registration and vital statistics

systems help protect populations in
vulnerable situations, as birth and
marriage registration can serve as
safeguards against child marriage,
trafficking and modern slavery by
verifying age and identity

the , Ms. Alisjahbana said:
“We have been \cry fortunate in seeing
significant progress, and political will and
investments in this decade. They have
paid off. But there is a lot of work to be
done yet, and there is in place a very good
accelerd and

ARMIDA SALSIAH ALISJAHBANA
Under-Se ,UN

need and importance of registration, low
priority accorded to the system of civil
regas!rauon by the States, lack of

nguahsauon to ensure registration. So the
consensus among member nations is to
extend it to 2030.”

With the chosen decade complete, but
100% registration still not achieved, the
Declaration has decided to extend the
roadmap to 2030, the end of the decade,
with people at the centre. It calls for
inclusive and accessible service delivery,
harnessing the power of digital
|ranxmrmaunn strengthening legal

(SDGs). Birth registration has an
intergenerational impact, empowering
registered mothers to secure legal identity
and rights for their children, breaking
cycles of invisibility and exclusion.

Earlier, speaking to presspersons, Ms.
Alisjahbana said the ID card is the most
important part of every one’s wallet, and
as such it goes beyond a mere document.
There have been accelerated actions by
many countries that have led to better
registration rates in these nations, and the
successes have come as a result of
collaborative work in the rez..mn and
learning from each other’s work.

As a result, over the past decade, in the
countries in the Asia Pacific region, the
number of children under five who are
unregistered had dropped from 135

and building inter-operable
data systems. The governments also
provided commitments to ensuring
gender equity in registration,
safeguarding personal data and privacy.

Indian scenario
In India, the Registrar-General and
Census Commissioner is responsible for

among the concerned
deal tments and low level of reporting by
egistration units.

[0 tackle these issues, several
initiatives were launched. Among these
measures were developing a software
application for online and offline
registration of birth and death covering
the entire gamut of the civil registration
system: regi ion of events, i

Minister of State, Ministry of Home
Affairs, said the country has embarked an
citizen-centric activities that will make
umvusal registration possible across the
The registration of births and

hs is mandatory under the

gistration of Births and Deaths (RBD)
Act, 1969, and amendments to it, have
made possible digital registration of births
and deaths and the recognition of
electronic documents that can be stored
safely and securely in the Digilocker by
all, obviating the need for presenting hard
copies of documents.

In India, legal provisions now cover the
registration of adopted, orphaned,
abandoned, surrendered, and surrogate
children, along with children of single
parents or unmarried mothers. It has
been made mandatory for medical
institutions to provide cause of death
certificates to the Registrar. He added that
anew central CRVS portal had been
launched too. As a result of these
proactive policies, the registration of
births had increased from just over 86% at
the beginning of the CRVS decade to over

of certificates, and generation of statistical
tables and reports. In addition, a new
project on data digitisation is being
implemented, with the support of
UNICEF, to keep old records in easy to
retrieve digital form has started. This will
help in storage of registers in electronic
format and allow easy access to the
records.

Digital transformation

Ms. Alisj earlier ack ledged

civil registration as well as the prod

of vital s ics. The Ministry of Health

supports the civil Nglb(rauon system
iding incentives for

this, in response to a question fmm The
Hmdu that India with its strength and

mdnpﬂ\\ er and logist pport under
the National Health Mission. There is no
fee for birth registration within the
prescribed period of 21 days, although
fees for birth certificates may vary
according to State/local body.

The Indnn national (‘RVG (‘mrdlnalmn

blished in A

million in 2012 to 51 million, a red
of more than 60%. 29 countries currently
of

was
2015, while a national CRVS strategy and a

have reported over 90%
births in a year, and 30 counmes have

comprehensi are still in
progress. In 2011, the Oﬂicc oi lhc

achieved this for death The
quality of cause of death reporting has

Registrar-General id
such as lack of awareness regarding the

hip in digital transformation has
helped a lot with rolling out a CRVS
system that can be implemented digitally.
‘Tanja Sejersen, Statistician, ESCAP, who
spoke to presspersons, along with Ms.
Alishjahbana, said, the use of technology
has been super helpful in certain
countries in advancing the principle of
registration, but in other countries, could
be a stumbling block. There has been,
since the launch of the decade of CRVS, a
broader push for linking digital
transformation. India’s representative at
the Ministerial conference, Nityanand Rai,

96% in India, he said.

Children participants at the Ministerial
conference made a strong pitch for
ensuring registration for all children
irrespective of the many variables that
may make it difficult for their parents to
register their births. “Bureaucracy
shouldn’t be the reason we remain
invisible,” they said.

As the conference wound to a
conclusion, the nations’ commitments
seemed solid. If commitments count,
then strident steps had already been
made towards achieving universal
registration in the Asia and Pacific region.
The words of Siromi Turaga, Minister for
Justice and Acting Attorney General, Fiji,
during his address at the Ministerial
event, must go home though, to every
nation: “The progress of the decade was
only possible because of shared
commitment in the region. As we look
ahead to 2030...together we can ensure
that every person in our region is seen
heard and counted.”

(This reporter was at Bangkok at the
invitation of UN-ESCAP)
(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)
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T & yqd fog:
1. T4 gfdasar:

. OIYUTH CRVS UEd Pl 2030 b T AT 7T, FoTRIehT 324 100% S 3R TG Uoiidhrul gTRId
AT

. gaTaRt, fefoied 8k URWR® =0 ¥ T4 (interoperable) CRVS UUMferal & fAfor ;R R |

o TSR0 & ATEH ¥ e T, ST MU-adl 3R BT SRIad®0] I Uil 4 15|
2. gHTE WIfeAr:

. WA SIa9[G, 1 98 B A TP & 1.4 TS g 3 i} Uolipd el g |

o B WIS T 69 TG Hidl & H foHT Usianxo & 38 Sl &

. m%égﬁﬁﬁgo%ﬁmwmmm%, 3R 30 M 7 T Uohiaul H I8 TR
siirs| |

3. CRVS &1 STU® HET:

o O TSRO BT UgaH &1 Foit 5, ST SATABRI, Wy Jar, e iR qrifore arvil &1 ugd
& foQ Smas |

. T USRI BT Uoha &1 Quiel <l &, Fored STRIfIeR, ST 3R Searea dee offdst
% Ugd gHfad g g

. CRVS §Td f3aTg, AT dRh<1 3R AT & 3G Th QR&T Had & w0 H off o1 o1 7, Fifes
Tg 39 3R UgaH & g dxar g |

4. Tdd faeTg d&al (SDGs) A JaH:
. g Y SDG TeT 16.9 T FaT §: Goft & o St e, s 57 tsitasor ot enfia g
. TT YIdSieh TRy, fRrem 3R I JR&m & Tefer 3 ded ¥ +ft Teifa g1
YIRd B WIfa 3R YfareT:
1. SudAfer:
« HRAA CRVS S P SR SIH TSI BT 86% T TGTHR 96% I 3ifer a ferar B

. T USTHRUT 3R GG P HRUI BT SxTaiip=0l 4 ST wraemi SR ol & SR
SR g3 B

2. faera iR STEAL et

. T8 9 3R g Ushiaur ifIfam, 1969 RT AR &, o 31a 81 o J=NRrd o Salaei-id
SIS 3R feSiaian? & U o ergrfd 72 B
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o ST IR HTHART GIFe IR URIBTH f[AHRId T U € difes Golaxul 3R ST TP IR0l
ety o a g a®|

. 3§ g BT TS o T, TRIT, 3Ty SR UReaad s, 3R sifganfed Arar-fidr & Ama &1
H FR FRAT B

3. mﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂ'\f
o SH-SITREGHAT &1 HHT, Aol GRT WISl f BT, AU & id TH-d &1 3YTd, 3R
SRR B S U STUT B
. TRAAS THT P Sl RRed, M-I YRET 3R R TR TR &HdT AT & SHaaHhdT ¢ |
4. TSRred Aqa:

. YRA B Sioed yume (YR, fSShiaid, CRVS Uica) &l 85 H ANIR® - iad, Whaad [Sioed
CRVS e & Alsd & ¥4 H H=a e W&l ]

Q‘:ﬂﬂaﬁﬁ%m
. Y% Ud AMG AYBRI, Uga 3R ST 10 R TH Y R-IRBR] JeHld Bl gl 7
o TIUTT oIk Tmrsft & UR doh-Td-TeH M 3IR SeRSATRIfRE iR 5|
. ORI ¥U 9 dfd 3R HHOIR ol & T AMa-diad @ ePH I &l Yeg w5
feread:
SHIdH THAT 2030 qH THIARN, A 3R SH-Hfgd CRVS ReH §9H &1 IoHiad SRIfad BT Th

fAufas g gfideur g W%%ﬁwwmﬁ&mméaﬁ?usus@wmqls B BT 3MEH ot —
faRweny Se1 weiepar, $ifqn BR q Far Ugd, SR MU-adr &1 GRefm P & F1 -G & 3T S, Wi

31gHa 3R fefored TaaR g8 YHTd o3 1 Foit aivl b 8% Afad &I ¢l STE, AT S 3R 1 S|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: “ANTR® TSNHRUT 3R Sia FiRege! (FTSMRATH) THIGRT f[dHm 3R BT TRIGKITHRU & fiE batdg
21" HRd &1 Ui 3R TRmE-v=iid &g yari & ded & @<l #31 (250 Words)
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RIAAAG &. SRATY G HI daGdl AR DHidre! Gals W NUIE TR HA BT R RIdd A&l
(ASI) BT 2 T TR iR Iorifaes 3R JRPIae 969 B o ¢ ghT & | TH I F T e /A & 7 F
FHiare!, aAfd 1RGSR U WIdl &1 UgdM &I Udie &1 1 5| I8 fadlg agi-es JHTorhdl, Siedbiad
fRTd 1 AT, 3R AS| Bt BRATS P YIS GHIAT Aol ILal & 36-f1e gaar 2|

What sparked the Keeladi controversy?

What was the dispute between the archaeologist and the ASI? Why did the ASI ask for a rewrite of the Keeladi report? Why did political parties react strongly to
the decision? How did the public and historians respond to the findings?

EXPLAINER
D. Suresh Kumar

The story so far:

n June 17, archaeologist K.

Amarnath Ramakrishna,

whose excavation at Keeladi

in Tamil Nadu drew the
nation’s attention, was transferred yet
again, this time from New Delhi to Greater
Noida. Mr. Ramakrishna, who was serving
as the Director (Antiquity) and as Director
of the National Mission on Monuments
and Antiquities (NMMA), will now be the
Director of the NMMA only. The NMMA
unit, set up in 2007, according to sources,
remains almost defunct. Over two years
after Mr. Ramakrishna submitted his
982-page report on the first two phases of
excavations carried out at Keeladi
between 2014 and 2016, a fresh
controversy erupted last month. The
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
mandated that he revise his report, but he
refused to do it. This disagreement
sparked a political clash between the
Centre and Tamil Nadu.

How did Keeladi excavation begin?
Keeladi has become a symbol of pride for
many in Tamil Nadu. Over a decade ago,
Amarnath Ramakrishna, then the ASI's
Superintending Archaeologist, had
initiated excavations at a site known as
the Pallichanthai Tidal in Keeladi,
originally a coconut grove spanning 100
acres. He had identified over 100 sites for
excavation along the Vaigai River, but
Keeladi stood out.

It was in Keeladi that they unearthed
over 7,500 ancient artifacts, including
wall structures, drainage systems, and
wells — all evidence of a sophisticated
urban society that thrived. What was even
more compelling was the carbon dating,
which revealed that these elements are
over 2,160 years old, dating back to the
2nd century BCE, which is the time of the
Sangam period in Tamil history.

faaTe &9 == gam:
1. Wﬁﬁ?m

What made the findings significant?
Archaeologists were stunned by a few
findings. Most importantly, there was no
evidence of religious symbols at the
excavation site, which hinted at the
secular nature of the civilisation.

So, naturally, the excitement around
Keeladi’s discoveries was palpable. Tamil
historians and enthusiasts saw it as proof
of an advanced ancient Tamil civilisation,
but soon after, things took a sharp turn.

What did political critics accuse the
Centre of doing?

It all began in 2017, when the ASI
transferred Mr. Ramakrishna to Assam
just as the excavations were ramping up
after the first two phases. Back then,
political critics accused the Centre of
deliberately derailing the excavations. It is
because the Centre that had promised
funding and support for further digs
delayed both after the second phase.

The local political climate grew tense
with some alleging that the Centre was
trying to suppress Tamil heritage. By 2017,
the excavations had entered its third
phase, this time, under archaeologist P.S.
Sriraman. After excavating just around
400 square meters, he reported a lack of
continuity in the brick structures

TR e

K. Amarnath Ramakrishna at the Keeladi excavation site. FILE PHOTO

previously discovered.

Did State’s findings resolve the issue?
The Madras High Court stepped in, with
judges visiting the excavation site. The
court then directed the ASI to continue
the excavations and allowed the Tamil
Nadu State Department of Archaeology to
get involved. The department, in 2019,
published a report asserting that Keeladi
was an urban settlement dating back to
the Sangam era between the 6th century
BCE and the 1st century CE.

Since the third phase, the State
Archaeology Department has continued
the project, but these findings have not
helped resolve the issue; instead, the
drama has escalated. In January 2023, Mr.
Ramakrishna, who was transferred back
to Tamil Nadu, submitted his report on
the first two phases of excavation.

What did the ASI ask Ramakrishna to
do with the report?

For about two-and-a-half years, this
report remained with the ASI, and just
last month, the ASI sent Mr. Ramakrishna
aletter to revise the report. The ASI
questioned the dating and depth of
certain findings, suggesting the evidence
for the earliest period, as it “appeared to

be very early,” and said it needed further
analysis. Mr. Ramakrishna, however,
stood firm and refused to rewrite his
conclusions, defending his work as
scientifically sound, based on rigorous
archaeological standards. He argued that
the report’s chronology was backed by
stratigraphic sequences, material culture
and even Accelerator Mass Spectrometry.

Why did the ASI’s decision spark
political outrage?

Against this backdrop, many political
parties in Tamil Nadu have slammed the
ASI's decision. They have termed it a
blatant attempt to suppress Tamil
heritage. They argued that the Centre’s
refusal to acknowledge Keeladi’s
significance was not just about science
but also about politics. Amid the
backlash, the Union Minister for Culture,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, said Mr.
Ramakrishna’s findings were not
technically well-supported and further
scientific studies were required to validate
the findings. He sought more results,
data, and evidence because he said a
single finding cannot change the entire
discourse.

Why did AIADMK stay silent initially?
Interestingly, the AIADMK, which was in
power when the Keeladi report was
published, remained silent for a long time
on the current controversy. However, on
June 18, senior leader R.B. Udhayakumar
contended that the Centre had sought
more information by way of ensuring
“additional corroboration.” He also said,
“if the Keeladi report is rejected, the
AIADMK will be the first party to express
its voice of protest.”

The controversy is not just about one
report or one excavation; it is a clash of
narratives. The Centre insists on scientific
validation while Tamil Nadu views it as a
matter of historical recognition. The State
government is pressing on with its
excavations, which are under way, and it
has already set up a new museum at
Keeladi, drawing thousands of visitors.

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
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Archaeologist Amarnath
Ramakrishna’s transfer from
New Delhi to Greater Noida
and the ASI's demand to revise
his 982-page Keeladi
excavation report sparked
renewed controversy.

v

The ASI questioned the dating
and depth of the findings, but
Ramakrishna defended his
conclusions as scientifically
sound, citing stratigraphy and
Accelerator Mass
Spectrometry.

v

The move drew political
outrage in Tamil Nadu, with
parties accusing the Centre of
suppressing Tamil heritage,
turning Keeladiinto a
flashpoint between science,
politics, and identity.
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. TS I & U fYd Braret 7 7,500 ¥ TS RIGAY fat, for s wrg<t Iem (o et
YUITeR, $C1 b1 SHR) QA &, S gER1 Ydled] 91 4d 1 g |

o PIaT ST S TIol 1 WH T H 34T, FOR I8 4RO A & 311 778 {6 YRa § 39 e
STa ReAd: IR HRAHT 3R 3T TRORT I ST §31T T

2. uTfife witeY 3 erurRufy:

. TR} a1 gfdeen o enfifes el o sruftufa 3 TaTs @) effARuer uepfa ot 3R aba fama,
o TRfres e TXpfar 3Tk T & R H T4 2fPepIur FrFe 3|

THIE & fdg:
1. ASI &1 faRiy:
o ASIFIMHY & 982-G¥TT RO & HIapd 3R sl IR TaTd Io1T 3R TRNE B 77 B

. RO R A9 900 g guit SR R G=eH &t Ji & T & Hed & HH H3- & T & =0 §
&1 T, o S 3R XTSI 3ThIRT S g |

2. TG BT UfeRIY:

. IR 3ot Ui ) afe U § YA Sdm, ST IR % (stratigraphy), TR IAH TRl
3R AMS (URTTRER AT Wagel) ST ad-ie UR smemid ot
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3{TaTSl AT |
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: “HIATS] IGH A D SIid DI JsHIdPD MR FRBidd MRSAT o 1Y HRY RIMUT HRA B
AT BT ISR ol g 1" URd | faRd Ueer 3R -3 TfaRiterar & el & 7af s (250 words)
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Fathoming America’s plan to manage Al proliferation

the rescission of its Framework for Al

Diffusion, a set of export controls for
Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology announced
earlier this year, has been viewed as a good thing.
The Framework was considered
counterproductive to Al technology development
and diplomatic relations. However, recent
developments suggest that controls on Al are
likely to persist, albeit in different forms.

T he announcement by the United States of

A flawed blueprint

Earlier this year, during the final week of its
tenure, the Joe Biden administration announced
the AI Diffusion Framework. Combining export
controls and export licences for Al chips and
model weights, it effectively viewed Al like
nuclear weapons. Under the proposed
framework, countries such as China and Russia
were embargoed, trusted allies were favoured,
and others restricted in their access to advanced
Al technology. The rationale for these rules was

that computational power dictates Al capabilities:

the greater the compute, the better the AL In the
last decade, the compute used in advanced Al
models has nearly doubled every 10 months.
Following this logic, for the U.S. to preserve its
lead, it needed to prevent adversaries from
acquiring powerful compute while ensuring that
Al development stays within the U.S. and its close
allies.

While export controls on Al hardware
predated the framework, they were not
sweeping. The Framework aimed to tighten these
controls and establish a predictable system to
streamline regulatory processes and standardise
conditions. However, imposing such sweeping
restrictions, affecting adversaries and partners
alike, brought many unintended effects, proving
counterproductive.

The framework set a concerning precedent for
technology cooperation with the U.S., especially
for its allies. It signalled U.S. willingness to dictate
how other nations conducted their affairs,
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The rescission
of the Al
Diffusion
Framework
appears to he
more a change
in tactics than a
fundamental
shift in strategy

incentivising them to hedge against U.S. actions.
Consequently, U.S. allies had reasons to invest in
alternatives to the U.S. ecosystem, pursuing their
own strategic autonomy and technological
sovereignty.

Additionally, the framework would treat Al a
civilian technology with military applications, as
if it were a military technology with civilian uses.
Unlike nuclear technology, Al innovation is
inherently civilian in its origins and international
in scope. Confining the development
geographically within the U.S. could prove
counterproductive.

Finally, the system created an enduring
incentive for the global scientific ecosystem to
develop pathways to circumvent the need for
powerful compute to make powerful Al, thereby
undermining the very lever that the U.S. sought
to employ. China’s DeepSeek Rl exemplifies this.
Years of export controls spurred algorithmic and
architectural breakthroughs, enabling DeepSeek
to rival the best AT models from the U.S. with a
fraction of the compute. Such trends can make
export controls on Al chips an ineffective policy
instrument.

It is for these reasons that the Trump
administration revoked the Al Diffusion
Framework. This is welcome news for India,
which was not favourably placed under the
framework. However, the underlying U.S.
thinking and approach towards Al diffusion will
likely persist, manifesting in other forms. The Al
technology race is still on, and the U.S. intent to
restrict Chinese access to Al chips still endures.

The possible replacement

Notwithstanding the rescinded Framework, the
current U.S. administration has taken firm steps
toward further preventing Chinese access to Al
chips. For instance, in March 2025, the
administration expanded the scope of the
existing export controls and added several
companies to its entity list (blacklist). It has also
released several new guidelines to strengthen the

enforcement of these controls.

New provisions are reportedly under
consideration, such as on-chip features to
monitor and restrict the usage of Al chips. These
could include rules at the hardware level limiting
chip functionality or restricting certain use cases.
Recently, U.S. lawmakers introduced new
legislation mandating built-in location tracking
for Al chips to prevent their illicit diversion into
China, Russia and other countries of concern. In
effect, these measures seek to enforce the goals of
the Al diffusion framework technologically rather
than through trade restrictions.

The related concerns

Such measures are problematic in their own way.
New concerns related to ownership, privacy and
surveillance will proliferate. While malicious
actors might be sufficiently motivated to
circumvent these controls, legitimate and
beneficial use by others could be inadvertently
discouraged. Such developments undermine user
autonomy and lead to trust deficits. Just like the
old framework, this will lead to concerns about
losing strategic autonomy for any nation buying
Al chips. Yet again, both adversaries and allies
will feel compelled to hedge against their reliance
on the U.S. Al ecosystem and invest in
alternatives.

The rescission of the Al Diffusion Framework
represents a notable policy reversal. Yet, it
appears to be more a change in tactics than a
fundamental shift in the U.S. strategy to manage
Al proliferation. Should these
technologically-driven control measures gain
traction in U.S. policy discourse and be
implemented, they risk replicating the negative
consequences of the original Al Diffusion
Framework. Ultimately, should this path be
pursued, it would indicate that the crucial lessons
from the Framework and its eventual withdrawal
have not been fully assimilated, potentially
jeopardising the very U.S. leadership in Al it
ostensibly seeks to protect.

GELEYVER Science & Technology

3ARPT FRT TS YR T &I a9 AT TP
IHiY® geard g, 7 & ®is IFfde dgad| AfYe dpia! T iR HRd 3t
T3S PeAld & TS H 59 HYT B S B 1 (250 words)
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3. Uﬁlﬂ-‘ﬁlﬁﬂ (Counterproductive Innovation):
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3. QyfA® fa@s (Scientific Fragmentation):
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