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YR 3R <fam-gd TRMre 2 & TiTe (ASEAN) P WEIGRT AR Aeied gidl off &t 81 Terwt s
Ard 4 TR THR Fgl foh 21 TS URA SR ASEAN 1 TSt RTH | PITATAYR H ST 22d ASEAN-India
RReR THE T 9g3d ¥U ¥ GaIfid R gU S+ Wig! TganT, fefored wHazH, aiie smgfd saamai
IR & RRAr & ufy URd &t ufdegar SeE | afye sfAfdarst & aracg, ASEAN-URA IS
OIS TRIGR! Sol-URifthd R &1 Th WY &9 g1 ¢, off T, fay SR UREaR® faswm & amEm
T B gl g

India-ASEAN ties making steady progress: PM

He says the current century belongs to India and
ASEAN, which represent a quarter of the globe

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia-ASEAN strategic
l partnership has conti-

nued to prosper des-
pite the prevailing “era of
uncertainties”, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
on Sunday.

Delivering his opening
remarks virtually at the
22nd ASEAN-India summit
being held in the Malaysian
capital of Kuala Lumpur,
Mr. Modi described ASEAN
as a “cultural partner” of
India, and announced
further deepening of India-
ASEAN cooperation in the
domain of maritime securi-
ty in 2026.

“Even in this era of un-
certainties, India-ASEAN
comprehensive  strategic
partnership has continued
to make steady progress.
And this strong partner-
ship of ours is emerging as
arobust foundation for glo-
bal stability and develop-

=

Evenin this

progress. This strong
partnership of ours
is emerging as a
robust foundation
for global stability
and development
NARENDRA MODI

ment,” the Prime Minister
said in his remarks that
were telecast to the
summit.

‘Shared values’

Mr. Modi welcomed Timor-
Leste as the newest mem-
ber of ASEAN, and said In-
dia and ASEAN together re-
presented nearly
one-fourth of the global
population and the two

of uncertaintic
India-ASEAN Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership has
continued to make steady

sides were connected by
“historical ties and shared
values”.

“The 21st century is our
century, the century of In-
dia and ASEAN,” he said.

Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Anwar Ibrahim, who
co-chaired the ASEAN-In-
dia summit, said India-
ASEAN relationship was
rooted in the “values of
friendship, trust, and

PM announces further deepening of relations in
the domain of maritime security in the year 2026

Cong. targets PM
as Trump repeats
oil imports claim

NEW DELHI
Hours after U.S. President
Donald Trump reiterated that
India will cut down its imports
of Russian oil “completely”, the
Congress criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, saying
his “hugplomacy” was

not visible in Kuala

Lumpur. » PAGE 4

shared interests”.

“Among the issues and
ussed were ef-
forts to fis the ASEAN-
India Trade in Goods
Agreement (AITIGA) and
the implementation of the
ASEAN-India Plan of Ac-
tion 2026-2030 to streng-
then cooperation in trade,
investment,  education,
food security and techno-
logical development,” Mr.

Ibrahim said.

He appreciated close
ties between India and the
ASEAN region in the fields
of education, economy,
and culture.

Mr. Modi said the AITI-
GA could “unleash the full
economic potential” of In-
dia-ASEAN relationship.

Humanitarian aid

Mr. Modi India and the
ASEAN member-states in
Southeast Asia were “com-
panions in the Global
South”, and promised that
India would work with the
ASEAN countries to ad-
vance digital inclusion,
food security, and resilient
supply chains “amid global
challenges”.

The Prime Minister re-
ferred to India’s active par-
ticipation in humanitarian
assistance and disaster re-
lief activities in the ASEAN
region, and said that to
deepen maritime relation
between the two sides,

2026 would be declared
“ASEAN-India Year of Mari-
time Cooperation”.

Mr. Modi mentioned the
danger posed by terrorism
and reminded the need for
unity in fighting terror. “At
the same time, we are stea-
dily advancing our cooper-
ation in education, tou-
rism, science and
technology, health, green
energy, and cybersecuri-
ty,” he said, highlighting
the “shared cultural herit-
age” and “people-to-peo-
ple” ties between India
and the ASEAN
member-states.

While addressing the
heads of governments of
the ASEAN region, Mr. Mo-
di conveyed his condolenc-
es to the Royal Family and
the people of Thailand on
the passing of the Queen
Mother.

The ASEAN summit be-
gan on Sunday with the ar-
rival of heads of the mem-
ber-countries as well as

Modi promises that India will work for digital
inclusion, and also resilient supply chains

President Donald Trump
of the United States. Ahead
of the ASEAN summit, Mr.
Modi had called Mr. Ibra-
him on October 23 and in-
formed him that he would
deliver the speech at the
summit virtually.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar is leading the
Indian delegation at Kuala
Lumpur and he will lead
the Indian delegation at
the East Asia summit on
Monday.

India’s relations with
the ASEAN member-states
had received top level fo-
cus since January this year
when Indonesian Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto
was hosted here as the
guest of honour at the 76th
Republic Day celebrations.

Singapore Prime Minis-
ter Lawrence Wong visited
India in September, and
before that, Philippines
President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. visited India in
the first week of August.

URIYS Tem g T fazawor
1. ASEAN Uf=4:

o« ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) P RITYAT 1967 H dhid Twon (Bangkok
Declaration) & H1&IH 9 §§ ot

. W I s, HaIST, SSHIRMA, g, Halkmr, "R, iy, Ry, ugds, fagaam iR
feaR-a (Timor-Leste)—ﬁIﬁZOZS ﬁWW%WﬁWWWI

. TEAY: JHd, SSHRAT

2. HRAd-ASEAN HaY:

. YR 1992 ¥ YqERA SHQAN UIER, 1996 H Td SN UIER, 3R 2012 # WHIfd® @R
(Strategic Partner) &-T1

o 2022 ¥ Y AUS VAP AR (Comprehensive Strategic Partnership — CSP) T Id fbar |

. TER 3% Hifd (2014) - Tudh, THA IR AT & &5 T TEINT B! TR0 R Y = A
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| UMIYA :

. URd 3R ASEAN TR g &1 TRTHT 25% SR &1 UfafAfiiea & g
3. 2025 FER W@ $1 YUYW TIVoNg:

« 2026 I "ASEAN-India Year of Maritime Cooperation” iy forar |

o TS gRe, TSfoed qHraRE SR Al Syl yaesi & Holgd PR IR 9d|

o ASEAN-India & AISHT (2026-2030) & d8d AR, W JR&T, FI&T 3R dHb-1e & JgaiT IRt
TG

e ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) P! AR &HdT @IG_;IDI %ﬁ 3ifdH =g ¢4 31 fazm
o B SR

4. ATETY TE GRET AU

YR &I HITGRI HADR (Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief) S H|
. IMdHAIE & (TG T TW 3R WER YRET T §Rd ol IR T |

5. 2025 B IS AlhAATS:
. fpferdie & Tyufd BiSHs AT SFaR, RIMTYR & yurwt dRe i, SR SSHRmam & ugufd vl
gfeaial st HRd IETE — Sféu-gd TiRmn § 9ftha He-ifd & giid g1
«  URd &1 Ul fad=r 93t T, sia=ie A foar|

q=T utel g fazawor

1. YRA-ASEAN Jgel &1 IJuIfa® Ag:

« ASEAN sﬁ—aﬁlﬁ% éﬂﬁ%%ﬁf@lﬁ% S HRA B ddc srtc i 3R Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative
BT UHT TR g

. T8 IRICR G fF WR § 9gd 991 & st &g ifda dqe gRfdd w8 |

. QI g8 god, gATaRl 3R fFom-snenfvd ge1-URiithe &t are = Td ]

2. 3nfde v AUIR® mamE:

o ASEAN HRd &1 IUT e 8] AR TSR gl

o  YRG-ASEAN STIR: TIHT 130 3RS 3HRSD! SIeR (a7 a¥ 2023-24) |

. AITIGA THIET FHT IET ATIR B! Yferd ST 3R eRE I R-NE Frersif o1 R HA1 8|
. fefored sifamawy, myfd sRaen ditaA Sk gdd ddb-1e H Tgai &t dgof YHEAN § |

3.%@@“:
. 3SI-URIe H FRaf SR Tudh BT 7Y &7
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. Waﬁqﬁﬁ
o Information Fusion Centre — Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR)
o ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus)
o MILAN Frfe 31am 3R SAGAR RIGId (Security and Growth for All in the Region)

4. T TS ATSY ToisT:

o URJ 3R ASEAN TTd HI3Y B! SIS BT YT ad |
. T QRET, TAag A SR fefored e H 9gaiT ¥ dfY® H R 39@! AMEeH Wfad dgdl
gl

5. gAMoal 3R SR Y I08:

. IR 3RJAT §1 83T § — ASEAN BT HRd B! afd A S1fie g |

. i P Tt Yie $S1- UM & B YIS B wifed s B

. FHrfgefac! IRAHE S HRA-FIAR-UTscl s e Iomn! o 2y 1 a3 &1 a<adhdi|
. e wefeq, gfka Sl iR Al SMUTRT TarRT & TEaRT &1 TERT B DI Al |

e

e 22d ASEAN-India RRER THT A 2026 &I T TN a4 G HRd §U ATUD IUHIID AraR]
&1 g gF foan| URd SS1-0Rifthes § wifa, 9fS SR U ! 96 aTdl U T AIeiaR a1 gl
81 HRA-ASEAN T&¢] 1TTd, Tepid 3R AT SHThienatt &1 qH-ad ] |

o S TR Ay ) TH-UTE TTERET BT Ui PRd §, 3TMIT 39T GeanT Igydiy, RR 3R
TN ES1-URiTthes eyt o FAATT & ordd Heayul 81 3 &t fo=m & el JRem, R, fEfired
THTARM 3R FHAfaefac] B Hg T IqHR AAER] B R Tld BT aaD |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: ASEAN & e I FHafaRad syl IR foar sifere—
1. ASEAN 1 RITYAT Schich IO (Bangkok Declaration) & HITH T E‘sﬁ ot |

2. HRd ASEAN &1 TRITTP o g | 3. ASEAN IfaTed STl & fRUd 2|
I3 feu U ot § ¥ HH-91/3 98l 2/8?
@) Pad 13MR3  (b)Pad 2 3R 3 (c) Pad 1 (d) 1,233 Ans : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: 2131 Tt R 3R ASEAN &1 BRIt 38 HYT i fdd=HT HRd DI Ta g Hiid 3R SSI-URIhS -
eI & HaH # B (150 Words)
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YR T &M & &7 & B3 URT & d1asjg — o FRI&T &1 G R SHAFTH (2009) R =75 Rram i (NEP
2020) — 3+t +ft g G SR e & IuanT # TR SRiqe s < 81 e Harer & Adaw
B S! (2024-25) F AR, G H H 8,000 BN Tod TN & forH tw ot B Awiferd a1 §, afo
20,000 ¥ 31t e/ T8 R & | I8 (AT IRBRT TATEHT & GIUTNT 3R YRS el gl Pl
IOR Hal B

Around 8,000 schools with zero
enrolment employ 20,000 teachers’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Close to 8,000 schools
across the country had ze-
ro enrolments during the
2024-25 academic session,
with West Bengal account-
ing for most such schools,
followed by Telangana, ac-
cording to official data.

A total of 20,817 teach-
ers were employed in the
schools with zero enrol-
ments. In a peculiar case,
West Bengal accounted for
17,965 such teachers, along
with the highest number of
schools without enrol-
ments (3,812).

According to the Minis-
try of Education’s statis-
tics, 7,993 schools had zero
enrolments. Meanwhile,
Haryana,  Maharashtra,
Goa, Assam, Himachal Pra-
desh, Chhattisgarh, Naga-
land, Sikkim, and Tripura
had no such schools.

Atotal of 20,817 teachers were employed in the schools with zero

enrolments. Bengal accounted for 17,965 such teachers. FILE PHOTO

“School education is a
State subject, States have
been advised to address
the issue of zero enrol-
ments in schools. Some
States have merged some
schools for optimum utili-
sation of resources such as
infrastructure as well as
staff,” a senior official said.

There were no schools
with zero enrolment in the

Union Territories of Pudu-
cherry, Lakshadweep, Da-
dra and Nagar Haveli, An-
daman and  Nicobar
Islands, Daman and Diu,
and Chandigarh, according
to the data. Delhi also had
no schools with zero
enrolments.

The second highest
number of such schools
was in Telangana (2,245),

followed by Madhya Pra-
desh (463). While Telanga-
na had 1,016 teachers em-
ployed in these schools,
Madhya Pradesh employed
223. Uttar Pradesh had 8l
such schools.

Over 33 lakh students
across the country are en-
rolled in more than 1 lakh
single-teacher  schools,
with Andhra Pradesh re-
cording the highest num-
ber of these schools, fol-
lowed by Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, and Lakshad-
weep. However, when it
comes to student enrol-
ment in schools with a sin-
gle teacher, Uttar Pradesh
tops the list, followed by
Jharkhand, West Bengal,
and Madhya Pradesh.

The number of single-
teacher schools decreased
from 1,18,190 in 2022-23 to
1,10,971 in 2023-24, record-
ing a drop of around 6%.

q=I ad

o $d fo1 i aTd Wod: 7,993
. Rl ot g 20,817
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| unva | Q5o seces

. SUaR RYfd:
o TI3H ST 3,812 ¥hdT,; 17,965 Rigid
o JCHTHT: 2,245 W%d: 1,016 Rei®
o T U 463 W, 223 Riefd
o I UK 81 Tpd
IR
o o9 o= uex & of 7T gga, 9ergiu, r-<d, SISHM-FPIaR, 6T 7R gad 3R derTg |
e Udh fﬁfwaﬁw (Single Teacher Schools): U:{Q'QT H T 1.10 ARG (2023-24)
o galfdies T=AT: 3Mie U
o AP ST AHIH: ITR UG
o 2022-23 DI AN T 6% B BT |

Static Context

1. dfaene fufa: fRiem @ fRen &1 SigH?) Jfau™ & I T (List 1) BT fawa g

2. TR1an 1 SRBR ARIFIGH (RTE), 2009: 6-14 T8 & F=i1 & 1T Figreep 3R iFard R o) e e
8 YT FR1&-BT 3UTd 3R Il & g AU a9 oar |

3. s fRrem i (NEP 2020): Rrem &1 Tora, g e, fefea A oIk W@al & THIHR
(Consolidation) UX §¢1 <al %I

4. gHY fR1e SrfvE (Samagra Shiksha): ¥ d 'éwl%c;dtli, e & T, 3R §Tu31|dc Rﬁﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁm
TAfhd HRIwH |

fa=awor

1. UM 31&ma : fo1 S & Wpal # Rief! o A famrd g fos e faum & Ser udam iR dared
3T 7 TR S B

2. SRS §GaTd (Demographic Shift) : ®% ATHIUN 3R SO &3 ¥ T 3R e SHem aX
P BRI STH! Pt T H HHT TS 5

3. Hifg ek STHHT 3R (Policy-Implementation Gap): -Tsc Rrem g & tdgm\l' P \si\lszl (merging) CARIG] %
QT g od R &d H g1 B IR 3B 3

4. ﬁ?ﬂ'qﬁﬁﬁf (Fiscal Burden) @Wﬁﬁ&lﬁﬁaﬁ:{ 3R Ya9 TG-IWT R IWHR U7 T G\Idl %—
S8 Irdefaes A (public fund) &1 gTAN IaT B

5. JHMAT 3R IOrE &1 gAId (Equity and Quality): T fRIefd aTdl Xl o1 3iferedr g8 fewrdt § fa fren
BT FAM 3G R § g off gRfya 72 & urmn 21

ISR yfafear (Government Response)
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. I DI THA! B TBIHRT (merger) 3R TATEH! B FFAH ITANT (optimum utilisation) BT TaTE &t
Tl

o UDISE+ (Unified District Information System for Education) & ey 9 %dgm\l' P dRdfdeh Scl ?\$
B BT YN |

. ﬁ?’lﬁffﬁq@ﬁﬁ School Mapping 3R Digital Tracking WW%I

3[R B T

1. Whd UDHIHRUL: AHiDb If3d T HH ATHIDH dTel Wpdl ! AU o Il J shie-T A1yl

2. TRerp H:Ita:ﬂ?'ﬁ (Teacher Reallocation): U fRrefe! &1 GTTWﬁ TSI ST 78T e &4 ] |

3. f3foTed Se1 SfdT: UDISE+ T 3R Holed fara ST dlfdh Thd-wRig Sl URexN 33|

4. T BT GA:SUANT: WIE T Y| B DI WIRIEU g A1 GHEGIRIS ST Bg & =0 J ST
foaT =1 Wb B

5. R SRSl AP d¢ P ol SR 3R 3(fNHTge TgHIar IR 9 faar S|

e

X ¥ BRI UY WHdl &1 8T o ®F el &, I8 <RIl 8 fob R &1 f1e saa®i1 & “Uga” (Access) 1R
UGN (Utilisation) & g THR SNT;KF[%I faar ar % R BRI (implementation) ﬁm\—:hfrwﬂﬁ’r
TATE DI IR BT & | 3§ T & b e Hifa o) Ser snenfyd, Irsg faviy urHifa & w1y @y fear sime
i &= Reres & U B 8 — 3R &R 9= &1 YR &1 SfeR ardfds ®u | fird 9o |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: YR DI & FTRIT & TgH H FHAfIRId Sl R R Pifog —

1. %pd e Tfae™ &t T° Gt (Union List) T AT g1

2. UDISE + JUITE T TR IR Sl Uhd HR &I B ol g

3. fRreq &1 SIBR SiffTm, 2009 & T8d 18 TN dd BI 3T & Fad! DI (AReb RNel H HABR 7|
el By AT

(a) ad 1

(b) Pad 2

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: BT & 3fiche! F YT Idl & b G- &b Py IRPRI Woall § Udh Ui B AHifebd 8l &, STafdh dgl Riafeh
HRRA & | 39 fUfT & U HRUT &1 faRaw01 HIOTY 3R R1ef e H g (efficiency) T8 THMT (equity)
d6H & U S|
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YRA 3R UM & 9 J6Y axH 4 TR & a8 RR SR wrAifde Real d§ 1 od ©l
I SR & T NPR-Y-TRPR 3R AMIR-J-TUR TR R ARG Ad g3 8, A SH-3-SH (people-
to—people)w&ﬁlﬁa@ﬁwgl

oA UMY a8 § & STuM &1 g SFEell &1 99T § 3R YRd & garsli & oY SawRi &1 Ht|
TG A I <2 B IIHATE Th -G Bl Reb g, T ATHINID MR TRp e JS1d B1 HHT 39 ATGeR
Bt O et o Wit R R

Japan seeks Indian workers
but people-to-people ties lag

Japan, with one-third of its population over the age of 65, requires a workforce, academics for research, and a market for its

goods, while India, with 65% of its 14 billion population under 35, faces rising pressure to create opportunities for its youth

Suhasini Haidar
TOKYO

ince 1981, when Su-
s zuki Motor Corpora-

tion set up a factory
in India to manufacture the
Maruti car, the Japanese
company has been a by-
word for bilateral ties, Ken-
ichi Ayukawa, executive
vice-president and chief
global marketing officer,
who headed Maruti Suzuki
operations in India from
2013 to 2022, says.

Suzuki was among the
first to bring Japanese engi-
neers to India to stream-
line processes and train In-
dian workers to build the
car. With both New Delhi
and Tokyo seeking solu-
tions to Japan’s ageing pop-
ulation and India’s burge-
oning youth population,
the company is now re-
versing that trend.

“Suzuki is now trying to
invite a lot of Indians to Ja-
pan, training them and
helping them develop
technology in Japan,” Mr.
Ayukawa said, accompa-
nied by Indian scholar and
Suzuki executive Chandrali
Sarkar. Ms. Sarkar first
came to Japan to study at
Keio University and has
been working on India op-
erations at Suzuki’s Hama-

Low numbers: Japan ranks 34th among countries where Indian students pursue higher education.
Only about 1,500 Indian students are currently registered in Japan. AFP

matsu headquarters, about
250 km from Tokyo, since
2022. She noted that while
some hesitation among In-
dians stems from limited
Japanese language skills,
the broader challenge is
unfamiliarity with Japan.
“Japan should know
more about India and vice
versa. Especially the next
generation needs to con-
nect, and we need more In-
dian students, engineers,
professionals to come to Ja-
pan,” said Kenji Hiramatsu,
Chairman of the Institute
for International Strategy
at The Japan Research In-

stitute (JRI), and Japan’s
Ambassador to India from
2015 to 2019. “It is impor-
tant that we change the
mindset of Indian youth
that Japan is a special
partner for India,” he ad-
ded, noting that the cur-
rent number of Indians stu-
dying in Japan is far below
its potential.

Japan opens doors

According to a parliamen-
tary response from the In-
dian Ministry of Education
last year, Japan ranks 34th
among countries where In-
dian students pursue high-

er education. Only about
1,500 Indian students are
currently registered in Ja-
pan, a small fraction of
more than 3.3 lakh foreign
students in the country.
Employment figures are si-
milarly modest: about
54,000 Indians work in Ja-
pan, one-fourth of the 2.3
lakh Nepali citizens among
a total of 23 lakh foreign
workers.

To address this shortfall,
Japan is preparing to open
its doors to thousands like
Ms. Sarkar under an “Ac-
tion Plan” launched by
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and former Japanese
Prime Minister Shigeru Ish-
iba in August. The plan
aims to facilitate five lakh
workforce exchanges over
the next five years, includ-
ing the movement of
50,000 skilled personnel
from India to Japan.

Officials in the Cabinet
Secretariat and the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs point
to the “perfect comple-
mentarity” between the
two countries. Japan, with
one-third of its population
over the age of 65, requires
a workforce, academics for
research, and a market for
its goods. India, with 65%
of its 1.4 billion population
under 35, faces rising pres-
sure to create opportuni-
ties for its youth amid stric-
ter immigration policies in
the U.S., Canada, and Eu-
rope, and Chinese restric-
tions on high-tech and
semiconductor exports.

Despite decades of
growing government-to-
government and business-
to-business ties, the offi-
cials said, people-to-peo-
ple connections between
India and Japan continue
to lag.

(The correspondent is
visiting Japan at the invita-
tion of the Japan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS { i | @ r.a;nm]

qauT e

JAdbih SILIE] HRd
65 I8 U e SFERSAT |G SRS BT Th-TagTs TTHT 7%

B[ AYAFANY T |[gedl g3 Hriad 65% (1.4 3R H 1)

ST H HRag faendf |/ T 1,500 (S 349 RIM W) [§gd HH
SITAT H ST HRA |7 54,000 AUTFeral &1 TS T U -NUTS

S § ot fagRit S| 23 ard —

giferar ugw

HRA-STUH TaRH WM (3R 2024) — FeHAT 988 Al 3R gd St ver= fReRe 3 gR1 I
foram |
T 3e2:

o« 5aN T 5 ARG HIHA! BT U™ SGH-UGH
o 8 50,000 HRIA YRAT HHI SIUMH ST
. e, Ml 3R de-ie! TeaiT P FgHI

gEYfA (Static Context)

. YRI-WTUM Id§Y: 2014 T 9 “faQy IoHifas 3R 3fys Iger) (Special Strategic and Global
Partnership) @1 &uif firaT | Wi e, fefored, amaR, ShrReaRR 3R &g TganT|
. SHifbD U dl (Demographic Complementarity):
o SIUM — GG S ESAT, HHSd Dl HHT
o YR — JaT ST, DI JuAIdl
. I TN 3T
o Technical Intern Training Program (TITP)
o Specified Skilled Worker (SSW) Agreement — 2021
o Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) — 2011
. TRram g dvpfa:

o Japan-India Institute for Manufacturing (JIM)

o Japan-India Skills Transfer Promotion Council SIdvq 3qb, B d Hi%qol?lcb SfTalH-Ual

i g1
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| unva | Q5o seces

CRGLLY] (Analysis)

1. ST 1T SMTIRTdh (Demographic Need) Wﬁg@'mﬁéwmﬁW%mw
& U fa=na gar wried g1 dfd W, Tpfd 3R IHIfTe 3fdR & SR YRATA! &7 S &1 3R

IHE HH G|

2. S-8-5 Hedl BT HHGIRT : GHI o= H Tfdeiye Tara 8, W Hieie uRed 3R IReplde du
HAAR gl
SHTYHIR URTT BT AR, foe a1 sifeeierar Srd § — S st oft soRfud fawe Bl

3. Hifd W arRdfa® TSTd : WBR MR HufEl & TR W g4I dl 7oied & O foeh-Heg henfie
TfRIRT 3R gaie ¢ Uioige), TR 311 ANl & s YUd 3R STRedT 9gd HH ¢ |

4. AP SRT BT T H% : SARDT, ST 3R RIT B! HoR dieT =il & &, S HRAT garstt &
forg Ues =7 fadhed &1 bl § — G UTOT SR diel St @R &1 ol |

5. YRUM 3R T B WIS (Perception Gap) : SITAH BT FHTST 3§  JaTeT® U J THHN 3R dg AFT STl

g,
STafe YRAIg garaft & ST &1 “deh-iic! Afh Hid-" Hee Sl 8|

ST o= & R v

ST % ferg YRd & ferg
il B B G g ISR & 1Y SaTR
< S1-URiTthes AeRT AT B1i| ol uierar 4 Wit uraR sei
3T 3R IR &I 9 Tt URa 3R AW vare

ﬁﬁ'ﬁ (Challenges)

1. SO HTST ST ST

2. % diel SR B AP

3. diftra s=afual SR e Tgam

4. YR TSRt o Arar 8 o8

5. SO HST H SgURGpiad Wbl B et
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3T} T YT (Way Forward)

1. e & OReR) 9gMT: 31t SHEgRal, Taresl WU 3R [IT-Tokyo University S Tgad HRAGHA|

2. HTST UFRI&0T; YR & STUH HINT g 3R T d-%aR UR U1 o Fgrar ¢

3. OIS 3R ifd & GUR: STUH &1 30 9o diell 99 IR B3 d1eT SR HRIT garsf &1 aryfidsarn
ot =nfeul

4. IRPfaP FeAld: T, RO HioH, RAAT 3R &ar & T1ed ¥ SUH § YR &1 IHRIAS S
Caigil

5. PHIA YR TEANT:; YR P SUM B! TRl & T JaeR o Al, GHidbSaey, Jaifeay,

TRIBIR T Jarsdi ol UiRIad 1 a1
e (Conclusion)

o HRA 3R UM & T - § D! SHEReA TR Th-G¥R B ]’ § — U 3R I JA, GER1
3R gar gATS | Afdh afe Al & o Tuds 3R T 78T 9¢, A I8 WRieRY 31y X8 Sut|
e India—Japan Action Plan dH} THd GITT 9Id G X Had AR ATGGR -al, dicdh AHIID 3R
IRFfad €9 Y IS 73 7 | Tt 0TS Terrs adt smeeht Sa St JHrst YR &l 39 fasr
o1 feT 7, 3R R gaT STUH &1 6had ddb-idh! Qad Tal, Sfeh U HRAR 3R IRPfaw Tiae
& w0 |
Ques: e #Y=1 « foaR aglI%IQ -
1. Specified Skilled Worker (SSW) THIdT HRTT URIaR! HI SUM H &0 B Pt JfaeT <ar g
2. Japan-India Institute for Manufacturing (JIM) ﬁwﬁwﬁméﬂ%
3. India—Japan Action Plan (2024) WH@G%’WT&HW%I
el HY giHe:
(a) 1 3R 2 Had (b) 2 3R 3 Had () 1 3R 3 had (d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques. HRd 3R SMUM & §id IUFITAD % &Y dl T8 B, Al S-9-519 Yy HHGR &4 §U 5|

2 3RIGAT & HRUN DI Tl HITOTT SR e T ARpiad HTEM-UaH HI =G B & U GI3Y| (150
Words)
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YRA WHR GRI YE b1 1 AP faF QRIBR (Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar — RVP)” a1 H IqTHS
UK 1 AP TR TR T DI D1 G2 H Teh T1 Shad HIFT T UT| T BT b [dd1al 3 33 Ul
IR Uyfog T 301 § — 1 98 REPR aRAd H a1+ SH Yl &1 T &, 1 3T o THI TasT
R G 57 TUIGH T BT T d ¢ [ TR a7 ! el iR IHT T 6, O IWPR DI 89-3H%' I
R-FHAUBT VBV ST LY 3R IMADT B &Y 3= Wi & Yewiich b1 TSR 7 ARy

gBYfY - AP A REPR (RVP) & IR Hands-off approach

Scientists are the best judges of
excellence in science

o W aﬁ: 2 O 2 2 he government has announced a list of 24
. . . . . . T iqdividual scientists anfj'a team as reci-
. T Y IS JAGHR (Principal Scientific Adviser — PSA) &I pients of the second edition of the Rash-

triya Vigyan Puraskar (RVP), awards, conferred
W by the Centre for scientific achievement. As in
2024, this year too has four broad categories: the

. . Vigyan Ratna, Vigyan Shri, Vigyan Yuva-Shanti

B’%‘Q‘q. ﬁsn’:[ ﬁ'%ﬂﬁa,ﬂ’ Gﬁq AR ﬁ' \.S((Z) g !”] |a | éﬁ aTa' qu qd Swarup Bhatnagar award and Vigyan team
: ' award. The Vigyan Ratna and Vigyan Shri are for

atn: aﬂ- wﬁa scientists who have made distinguished contribu-
W -qT a; 3 : | | | tions over their lifetime, and recent distinguished

contributions respectively. The Yuva is for indivi-

duals under 45 and the final one for a team en-
deavour in technology development.

[0
WR ﬁ W aﬁ]’q‘r In theory, the total number of awards, under

all categories, is capped at 56; though this year,
there are fewer than the 33 awarded last year.
The award announcement has been delayed by

ﬁ?'ﬂ:f w . . \_Fﬂa:f'l R -En-rla-l:l- m several months, but this could indicate greater
1 . (VI gya n Ratn a) . a; a; l scrutiny of potential awardees. It is important to
2 %n_ V S h . iaY | note that unlike earlier editions of national
. Iasl |~_-| | an r): 6 | Eﬂ a; a‘&ﬁ ﬁ ;3 @ g a;rﬁ a; ii?‘l [! science awards, for instance the Shanti Swarup
( gy ) Bhatnagar (SSB) awards, there is no cash compo-
ﬁ?ﬂ:f -Q-”ﬁ 3 HH a-la- asﬂ-ﬁaﬁ-' nent given for the RVP, to align with the spirit of

3~ -ﬂa-[ - %q‘{“q ‘J-Ic'-l N IQ g{@l‘{ 45 aﬁﬁ 3’”-5 the Padma awards. But scrutiny is a double-
edged sword. Last year, it emerged that some

a; i i:;"l [2 | scientists were told about being recipients, only

a A~ to be informed later that their names had been
ﬁsﬂ:l- a-q- . 3 ﬂ-q- ‘E”ﬁ_d -Ch-rla:l- %—G dropped. Several prominent scientists across In-

4~ li{@ N d -ln] Ido IH ﬁ Gﬂ- a; l dia wrote to the Office of the Principal Scientific
Adviser (PSA), demanding transparency in the

process of award selection. There were concerns
that factors other than scientific merit — for in-

° g) Q'1 B—IﬁJ [¢2) d H %{@ | ‘?l ﬁ H &‘I | . 5 6 stance, criticism of government policy and polit-

N ical ideology — may have played a role. The PSA
aﬁé W QT&[ q@' (_'”-% 'qg]' ¥ Q%’ has not categorically responded to these de-

b ] | 6 H{W I Q I aﬂ- ‘H I q '-I I a; 31 .i‘(“ LI l mands except to point out that the selection com-
R h . V P k mittee, called the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar

. €|Z|-'-| ﬂll\-lia nglq Iaﬂlq QQWR ﬂii”a ashtriva | an uraskKar Committee (chaired by the PSA and which in-
( y gy cludes Secretaries of Ministries and members of

. w W r 3hq gﬂﬁ ﬁ-rt]‘m- Iﬁm - scientific academies), “recommended” awardees

Com m Ittee): a{w&m PSA %I a; to the Minister of Science and Technology. It is
. . . not explicit whether the Minister can overturn a

ﬂﬁa Qa- asﬂﬁa; &lﬂ?ﬁ&l’!ﬂ a‘? W Ql | Iﬁ i;l Eﬁﬁ % | recommendation made by the committee. The
RVP awards were instituted after the Ministry of

Home Affairs and heads of science departments
concluded in 2022 that there were too many

a?‘:q'lq' q—c‘r' q_f awards being given out by individual scientific de-

(Cu rrent conteXt) partments and, hence, necessary to trim them
and raise their ‘stature’ to national awards. While
awards such as the SSB awards too were finalised

. g g Eﬁ? in consultation with the Science Minister, the
° 2025 HEN Ul ﬁ 24 W 1 élrl a’ﬂ- g? Eil? ltlf'” —_— GII Ia§§ E‘l a-d: centralisation and the explicit attempt to make
the RVP ‘Padma-like’, means that they appear far

as 3 3 L:];{ @ I{\I. @' 5 H % | more politicised ﬂ"lﬂl'l they ought to be. If the aim

of the RVP is to increase ‘stature’, the govern-
. RER G0N H B AGHI B! o3 8, YHaa: 3w g & HRUT g‘%g%i‘i?;}iﬂé?e‘;i‘i“;i:‘j“lé’g‘é‘iﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁf‘;‘lﬁ
o PB qFM! ! Ugd Jod a1 71 i 3¢ SR e, a1g § 919 ge fear |
TG dRTAD! 3 T IS TAEDR (PSA) B 0 ferge 99+ Ufshan & uReRfdr &1 #f
Gl

o IRIY AN fF TRBRT ferdl B 3ot B aTet D! & FH gl Y|
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gifaenfae g efagiRie uRuea

. Ugd Al aefe faumT 3da- 309 TXeR 33 & — O
o NMifd WEY AR TRIDR (CSIR)
o INSA YIPX (Indian National Science Academy)
o DST MR IR NG|

. 2022 H Aol gar & 9l &1 Tdbipd B AP TR & [ GRBR” §H1T S dlfes “UfrgT ¢ |
e TG ST HLITHR (centralisation) B HIRUT 3d oI GXIET BT W1 9 1T &
ﬁ'&ﬁ'EI'UT(Analysis)
1. WAl §9TH H-51g g

faftrt faumfia IR & firamT va € TRmafe 9 ¥ S g, dfdr 399 91 gl ged! § iR
frofa IoFifae THTa & 3iei g S B

2. UReRar & o+
gg Wy 31 fb

. T ES T OiHfa B R & 9 Iod 2
. TUT HMS FT 3?7 39 YAl I T 3R 3dy sgar g

3. YTSIfAHRT BT T

I IR BT M S9! IoH1dP 8T A1 faaRYRT IR AR T, 9 a8 a9 Wdadl 3R STAa-TdHS
O &) SR B ol gl

4. AP TG TR YUTG

3fId =T a1 AT I ¥ 39S e | AR iR sifayr Hafar 8, iR X1 1 A ufamt & e
Ugadl g

5. af¥® gam

f3% TR IR S Nobel Prize T Royal Society Fellowships BId § — 981 99 Had A Tifdal gri fan
STdT 8, IRPR B hls 2T dal aidll Id ! +ff I "ied &1 3gar Al

TUIGH I BT I4 / 3 &7 ARt (Way Forward)

1. WPHR I IR-EX&YT (Hands-off Approach): T Tt o1 RpTR=Y sifaw A o, w5t ar womifas
TR R &Y 7 gl
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2. urexff ufshar: g Aes, AHie Ufshar, IfHfa o W1 Irdeifae ot S|

3. P! gRT AT BT Hedip: T Ua | pad IHdT IS 3R 3fpreftie faxivy &,
TIH TN T8t |

4. TS THY-HHT § Wadn: [REBR] B G0N JISHae HRihH! a1 iciTd 9ot ¥ Jot 181

5. Iy Ay I8Teh: I8 Yex Wy ¥u A far W f Haa I avadr g 9= &1 3R §, 7 i
foaryRT a1 fAgT|

e (Conclusion)

fasT W O, TR RIAT 3R et wR snetid g1 81 SR ISR IRdd H HRd H aF1fA® SH a1 &I
AT &1 ATgel! &, T S8 YREBR Ufshar # gul Fwerar IRfd =t gii | g fas qRepR (RVP) dft
P TTRA” & Gobdll § 98 AP 81 dF1-1b| BT G-I DY, 3R IHR bad IX&D B1 YHHT AU,
e ot T8

T '8 8U-3 DD g1 faH &1 TacidT 3R [AYI-aal il ! Aoigd B

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques : FafIfET sy R AR I :

1. AP I GRIBR (RVP) BT RITGHT 2019 H I SR TRt HATed gR1 &1 718 ot
2. 39 IR A0 &, o T € REPR i =fia B

3. 39 REHR H Tavg Wiy oft < St B

el W gfT :

(a) Had 1 3R 2 (b) A 2 (c) ad 1 3R 3 (d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: fo3 & IH ¥ YT al-Td Tbdll & STd T Ufehd1 STl YU H Gard 811 39 HY Dl fad=1
B g, AP I REPR (RVP) & TgH & 4RA &1 It 3R 3! IAfal IR =i SIford| (150 Words)
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RIS Uepfal TREMUT Y (IUCN) 7 U World Heritage Outlook 4 (2025) RUIE # HRd &t UHE Uipfd
fay eRigR Riell — ufgEft 9re, 3rgH &1 7Y AP IH, 3R U S $T Yavad AP I — B
“Significant Concern” mﬂﬂvmﬁ%ﬁﬁr@%w@rﬁrﬂ%ﬁ%%mwwm
3R FHSR JatH & BRI 39 URfRUTIS o3 o7 Wy amar R w18

gg Ui Wy =0 ¥ TaraH &l 8§ — HRd & oid fafdedr are & doft ¥ gad # 8, 3R Kunming—Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework (2022) &% T8d 30 af¥jd TR&0 A&dl B I B o 1T dabTd JURTHD
HEHI P IS 5|

Why has IUCN red-flagged the Western Ghats?

What has the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s World Heritage Outlook 4 report said? What are the four main threats to the loss of

EXPLAINER

Divya Gandhi

The story so far:
he expansive Western Ghats
and two national parks in India
— Assam’s Manas national park
and West Bengal’s Sundarbans
national park — have been categorised as
being of “significant concern” in the
International Union for Conservation of
Nature’s (IUCN) list of natural World
Heritage sites across Asia.

‘Why did the IUCN state?

The IUCN’s World Heritage Outlook 4
report released earlier this month
attributes four threats to the loss of

change, tourism activities, invasive alien
species, and roads. The report categorises
the natural sites as “good”, “good with
some concerns”, “significant concern”,
and “critical”. The report uses four cycles
of conservation assessments undertaken
since 2014.

“Each of these categories not only
shows the potential for a site to preserve
its values and underlying attributes but
also indicates the urgency of measures
that need to be taken to improve the
conservation outlook and ensure the
long-term conservation of all sites,” says
the report. The IUCN assessment of over
200 natural and mixed World Heritage
sites “offers the most in-depth analyses of
threats facing natural World Heritage
around the world and their protection
and management status,” says Grethel
Aguilar, IUCN director general, in the
introduction to the report.

The report points out that the
percentage of sites with “a positive
conservation outlook has, for the first
time, decreased significantly.”

Do we have ‘good’ protected areas?
Protected areas in South Asia are being
usurped rapidly, obliterating natural

habitats. Of the 228 sites assessed since

habitats and species in South Asia: climate

2014, some 63% of sites had a positive
outlook in 2014, 2017 and 2020, however,
‘the IUCN World Heritage Outlook 4
shows that in 2025 only 57% of these sites
have a positive conservation outlook.”

The threats are also shapeshifting, “it is
...notable that roads and railroads are
now among the top five greatest threats to
natural World Heritage in Asia, while in
2020 this was not the case.” The other
threats include: forest fires, hunting,
roadkill, waste disposal, encroachment,
illegal logging etc.

Of the 32 Asian sites categorised as
“good with some concerns,” four happen
to be in India — The Great Himalayan
National Park Conservation Area,
Kaziranga National Park, Keoladeo
National Park, and Nanda Devi and Valley
of Flowers National Parks.
Khangchendzonga National Park in
Sikkim has been rated “good” in its

Flourishing fauna: A flock of hornbills in the Western Ghats. M. SATHYAMOORTHY

conservation outlook, valuing “attributes
[that] are currently in good condition and
likely to be maintained for the foreseeable
future, provided that current
conservation measures are maintained.”
The Western Ghats, a mosaic of forests
and grasslands, are older than the
Himalayas and have an exceptionally high
level of biological diversity and
endemism, habitat to some 325 globally
threatened (listed in [UCN’s Red List)
flora, fauna, bird, amphibian, reptile and
fish species, according to UNESCO. This
includes the Nilgiri tahr, a stocky, agile
goat found nowhere else in the world.

‘What makes the Ghats vulnerable?
The Western Ghats are highly endangered
not least by hundreds of hydropower
projects such as the proposed 35,843
crore Sillahalla Pumped Storage
Hydroelectric project in the Nilgiris,

habitats and species in South Asia? Are the Western Ghats highly endangered? What are the factors threatening the Sundarbans mangroves?

which involves constructing dams across
River Sillahalla and River Kundah, with an
aim to generate 1,000 MW of power for
Tamil Nadu’s plains.

Moreover, tourism is creating problems
of garbage, often consumed by wild
animals such as elephants and
exacerbating conflict. Plantations are
replacing natural ecosystems. And climate
change has forced fauna to adapt by
redistributing themselves from
fast-warming lower altitudes to higher
reaches, such as in the case of the Nilgiri
flycatcher and the black and orange
flycatcher. Exotic species are colonising
natural forests, such as eucalyptus and
acacia (both originally from Australia),
which were introduced here during the
colonial era. As for the Sundarbans
mangroves where tigers swim, salinity,
heavy metal contamination, and
unsustainable resource extraction
threatens the ecosystem. Sea level rise
and frequent storm surges reduce
mangrove biodiversity, says the report.

Is there hope yet?

Outside India, seven sites in China have
been proclaimed “best protected and
managed protected areas,” including the
Badain Jaran Desert-Towers of Sand and
Lake, Chengjiang Fossil Site, and Mount
Huangshan.

The Natural World Heritage sites make
up less than 1% of the Earth’s surface, but
nurture more than 20% of mapped global
species richness. “This includes over
75,000 species of plants, and over 30,000
species of mammals, birds, fishes, reptiles
and amphibians,” says the report.

This report is timely. “The world has
agreed to halt biodiversity loss through
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework, and the UNESCO World
Heritage Convention is uniquely placed to
meet these challenges by bridging the gap
between nature and culture, and
protecting places with extraordinary
biodiversity, functional habitats and high
ecosystem integrity,” says the report.
“This report is more than a health check.
It is a guide for action,” says Ms. Aguilar.

THE GIST

v

The IUCN’s World Heritage
Outlook 4 report released
earlier this month attributes
four threats to the loss of
habitats and species in South
Asia: climate change, tourism
activities, invasive alien
species, and roads.

v

The Western Ghats are highly
endangered not least by
hundreds of hydropower
projects.

v

The Natural World Heritage
sites make up less than 1% of
the Earth’s surface, but nurture
more than 20% of mapped
global species richness.

faié & e 3 IUCN World Heritage Outlook 4

of Nature (IUCN) 3Tgft:: 8% a9 9 & (2014,

SR} B 9Tl YTSH: International Union for Conservation
2017, 2020, 2025 — 3{d db IR JIHUN)
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I fay TR R Uiplaes 3R FAfdd fay eRiex Riell o1 e R 3R Tsier gHTa=iterd! BT Jedic
B

1. Good (331 f&yfa)

2. Good with some concerns (P& arsii & Iy 33t f@-lﬁ)
3. Significant concern (YR feidT)

4. Critical (3fcdd b cUX)

yRd 31 fRAfT (2025 fraié @)
guft YRAT & feayoft
Good mﬂ@ﬁ?ﬁaﬁ REEZ) S
Goo:jo\r/]vcitef;::me imww W’IT, ﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂ a1 gdt 5% Ta1 J‘Tl\)j\q, S FERE |

Significant concern UFMWWW@HWWWW gw l’@?RT R, @il

IUCN GRT U89 7T IR YT Ta¥ (Giarr ufkm #)

1. Sidarg URdd - I8, doH SR 9% WR § S Sedld |
2. TcH &1 ga1d — a3 Wied ¥ &l @i 3R 3far g1 |
3. 3MThTHS faceh gonfadr - S gohferpd, Sre1Rm, e 3fe St R aeufa & fawiifig &R 38t
gl
4. TSH 3R gHardl g fadR - g &1 fad s iR HHa—a=golia Jos § i |
3 GX: T, 31y FRABR, Sifashan, 3fay Adhe! dels, Haxl B, AR Tafdggd uRaeHN |
&Y TSl 1: it ure - “Significant Concern” &
ifRufa® Aga:

. Oy 33 "glewicy 31 SSaRicl” ¥ 9 T |

. Rrrem @ off T uddia oF, o wrayfl, 9 ok ATt

. 3253 34 AP U T G uwd UIfadl o1 A — S AR} 18R, dh--2e8 Hebldh, HIATER
yde, 3R Je 3fega gHfea|
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qBI Gl

. SAdggd URTSHN: IERUT — 35,843 TRIS B Ricaged] UE TRS glEeRdacd TRaSHI
AR | 398 T 77 3R g9 uIRfUfawt TR A

. IR WieT: TR SHTE TH6R! & TR, S 81T} gRT Wiifed fARTer|

. YA ITENT uRad: Wipfae o & A1, B! 3R IR F I § 95 R 7|

. SAa URGdH: USfadl $ars &1 3R JaEd &R 6! 8 (O AR FkeaR, sidb-Us-3Re
TS R) |

. faceh gofaat &1 merHu gHhfeIpd SR SrHIRMAT St U yeTfadr ¢=ft arelf &1 fawtiid &R @1 5|

& TS 2: JYo3a AUl
uifefRufa® yfire:

. 3%y &1 998 91 A9 ST — TS S TR, TR U P RS 3R Tardt ufer) &1 8|
.  THAd AR THMI ¥ AT & Had BT HH BT 8|

qBI Gl

. E-WR gfg T qaurdr § IgIast 3R dTel Ut &1 UdTg U< XET g

. ST T I UK 41 SHT RN R R

. 3TAd YY1 - AfIH A Uh eI, dbal 3R bl ol RIGR|
. SAA-SId %M 3R ThaTd (G SR, §agd) I HUId &1 3|

WP THPRY: Urpfae [y tRIgT W€ &1 dgd

o UNESCO & fa% eRIgR T af¥yd TR W Ag@yul umRiRufae! a5 ot 3em & fae 9iftd farg oI §
. Y YE B IIE F 1% J Ht v W § Tal §, Iq 379 fay &1 g fafaear &1 20% s die &
o @Y 75,000 TN &Y gorfaar
o Y 30,000 U] Tonifrdl (s, geft, Ty, IHgeR, Haferan

YR & 7 WIpfa® Ay tRIg ®I:
. UigE ue

1
2
3.
4. HI1Y
5
6
7
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3T $H (2025 NI )

. IHRIAD &0 FRUTT aTet RIS BT U= 2014-2020 H 63% T, ST 3§ 2025 H gedh 57% I8 T
gl

. ISP MR I URASAN 3ra Y urg TRl § =mfad g — St 2020 A 781 ot

. g axfar 8 & onffe fasm oik gfardt o & fawar 3 TRféa &3 W 7181 yvma STem g

3T 1 I8 / ifa g

TRFRUfADY-3nenfa Tee Sru-md - fasm iR e =ifaal # Sia fafaear TRemr &) T &1
TSIgd UHTd G+ (EIA) — TRATSHISH o Arafge arikiRufde gural o ot sfabferd o1

T ldl-3MUTRT Tded PI J61d1 ¢ — TiaRU-Hda-Rid 3PI-gReH & Uidie ¢ |

=it Fefort &1 gratN - facRf genfaat @ gerd =it Uil &1 TR x|

STAATg 3IH T IoHIE A B — A 3R oy aikiRufas 0= & adiara agid|

R gl & UifieR) Sgn - 3= TWRE0T &1 URTER S 16 SMeifddT 9 e |

e

IUCN &t T8 ‘XS WITT" $Had dara-! g! dich HRIAG! & [T ANTGRIGT §1 URA B 3F Hlafhardd
(reactive) TRETT I 3T deh Ifepg 3R T9aI (proactive ecosystem management) PPV ST BT
2 UThfadh fa%y eRIE Ul &1 Xef had g-geiidl & ford -1g], Sfedh STararyg FRRURET, STd JR& 3R AMa i
&1 drdopTier gRam & fog | sifard g

A A I

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: fFaferfad H 9 fo= Riell &1 lUCN &t World Heritage Outlook 4 (2025)
uft & Qe foran mar g2

1. 9% °Ie 2. Y& B I 3. HIFE P S 4. BT IS I
gl SR gie:

(a) 1 3R 4 Had (b) 1, 2 3R 3 Had () 2 3R 4 Had (d) 1,2, 3 3R 4
Ans: b)

o “Significant Concern”

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HRd & Sid-fafdeydr glcwic 9gd gu HHaGI-d (anthropogenic) 3R ARG (climatic) GaTdl &
3119 §1” IUCN @Y World Heritage Outlook 4 (2025) Ruié & st & TgH & ave ure 3R Yavad &
JaERUN & 1Y 39 HYA & fdd=-1 IS (150 Words)
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis

Winding up the clock of India-Nepal economic ties

n October 1, 2025, the Reserve Bank of
0 India (RBI) Governor Sanjay Malhotra, in

the context of internationalising the
Indian rupee (INR), announced three measures
that have the potential of adding serious positivity
in India-Nepal ties.

The first is to allow authorised dealer (AD)
banks to lend the INR to non-residents from
Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka for cross-border
transactions. The second is that the RBI is now
going to allow Special Rupee Vostro Accounts,
which are accounts of foreign banks with Indian
banks in INR, for investment in corporate bonds
and commercial papers. This is in addition to the
already permitted investments in central
government securities. And, the third is to
establish a transparent reference rate for
currencies of India’s major trading partners to
facilitate INR-based transactions.

For years, India and Nepal have kept the INR to
Nepalese rupee (NPR) exchange pegged at 1.6.
There are demands in certain quarters for
institutional credit, which are not unfounded as it
is this peg that has shielded the NPR from serious
depreciation against hard currencies. But it is also
worth noting that what is working should not be
attempted to be fixed.

The RBI allowing ADs to lend INRs to Nepal
should greatly help Nepal in its bilateral trade
with India. This is because the Nepalese industry
has alot to gain in overcoming the chronic
challenges that it faces for working capital and
scalability in the domestic market and in trade
with India. Of course, the lending policies of
Indian banks and their interest rates would need
to be competitive for Nepalese interest.

The hurdles in Nepal

Nepal saw a partial recovery from the COVID-19
induced lockdown based on high remittances but
that did not sustain, and its industrial
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I |
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The Reserve
Bank of India’s
moves,
especially on
Indian rupee
lending, can
reshape ties

performances continued to be in a tailspin. A key
reason was the lack of confidence of Nepalese
banks to lend to businesses. Stringent lending
considerations by Nepalese banks (mostly
controlled by Nepal’s big industrial houses) made
it even more difficult for small businesses to get
the required working capital to sustain and
survive. The lack of confidence even made big
businesses, with easy access to institutional
credit, jittery, with obstacles having crept into
their supply chains linked to domestic ancillaries,
all of which was compounded by low domestic
demand.

These hurdles created structural flaws, leading
to economic woes for its population; high
unemployment was certainly a big contributing
factor in the latest political developments in
Nepal.

India’s lending outreach should give traction to
Nepalese businesses as trade with India should
now be devoid of institutional credit hassles. With
the United States having announced a tariff of
only 10% for Nepal, INR-financed trade with India
can lead its imports for value addition in Nepal,
build up a global capacity for ancillaries and even
explore joint ventures with India.

Trade with India
Indian firms continue to be among the largest
investors in Nepal, accounting for 33% of the total
foreign direct investment (FDI) stock in Nepal,
worth nearly $670 million. Nepal is India’s 17th
largest export destination, up from 28 in 2014.
India constitutes 65% of Nepalese international
trade, including $8 billion of exports from India
to Nepal and just under $1 billion exports from
Nepal to India. India is Nepal’s largest export
destination, receiving an overwhelming 67% of its
total exports consisting of edible oil, coffee, tea
and jute.

The uneven, vet interdependent, bilateral

trade fundamentals demand that trade and
economic cooperation between India and Nepal
should see a further spurt, and for the Nepalese
economy, make it less vulnerable and resilient in
the topsy-turvy world of today.

Possible multiplier effects

In Nepal, there would be many who would see
the RBI moves as an effort to strengthen the INR.
But that notwithstanding, Nepal would certainly
benefit in lowering the role of the dollar and
making INR as preferred currency for trade with
India, by far its largest trading partner. It will also
shield the economy from the dollar’s exchange
rate fluctuations. Hard currency availability
issues should also ease, thereby reducing
pressure on forex and the Current Account Deficit
(CAD), which could lead to other advantages and
have positive multiplier effects. Indeed, these
currency openings should lead to wider
consultations between India and Nepal on other
crucial economic matters such as Nepal’s
framework of sovereign guarantees
(sector/project wise), Standby Letters of Credit
and country risk rating.

Of course, a decoding of the RBI
announcements by the Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB)
would be useful and important and they may
have to put in place several required
instrumentalities at their end to take advantage of
the Indian move and to protect their economic
and money interests. Moreover, the process
compliance as per RBI’s guidelines will not be
something to be skipped by any potential
borrowers beyond borders. The RBI has a strong
reputation for keeping prudence ahead, and the
NRB’s reciprocation will herald a new era for
rebooting India-Nepal economic ties. India and
Nepal should come closer to a level playing field.

The views expressed are personal

ML EIPa International Relations

VS o BTN R ETa RO i N Examine the tension between the immunity of

international organisations and principles of human rights and natural justice.
lllustrate with examples from global judicial practice. (150 Words)

Context:

YR 3R AUTe BT Haie) Hiiferes Hevedr, Tiapfad srefiaar sik s ReR-fFRdr R siemfd g | URda
RSTd d& (RBI) GRT 3SR 2025 H fhT 11T BT HaH! § HRAT FUAT (INR) & SRATIHR0T BT =2 #
T T ST /AT § 3R M1 =it & ot ol wgaiiT &) TeRTs & &F HuTaT dar &t g

RBI §RT 7UTA &1 ¥UY H BT <1 &1 SJAM, diee! @rdl & A1 § a1 & U 3fawR, iR fag=ft garsif &
forg uRexlf TeH R T A ¥ HeH HRI-AUE & e TSR & 73 fexn ¢ Iod g1 AT 32
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AaYUFIgdD AL a1 ST, Y I Had AUTd &1 HHSR SRITaRIT 1 i & b F1Y-H1Y YRd 1 &A1y faxiig
IufRfa &1 1 T1ad B3|

gduT URUed : RBI 3 9 U TIyomg

1. R-FaRe AT, Ye™, diden o 39 & BT ¢ S AR HRATT 31figd SR (AD) §& 3fd UTd,
e 3R fiddT & IR-MaRe & TH-UR TR 3R TH-¢9 & ol YR 308 & B0 ¢ I6Hi1| T8
T B R TR (liquidity) 3R 0T TSt TS BT gR HR R & I IR BT JITH S|

2. HIURC o=l & e faRIy $0am aiRg |Td RBI 31§ fagRi d@f & ane! @rdl (S YR ddi § INR & 3Tl
ST §) B HIARC aie 3R BRI Uux & % 1 SIIAfd 7| 9 g féror uhmn & ud-Sumid Faw
SERCIRE AR

3. URGRI e &R & RIUAT RBI T ATIRS AIHIGR G & GE13fl & ol T UReRIT g & aa &,
fora8 vud # Aue™ (settlement) 3fI® WRGHS 3R 3MTHYPH I |

gEYFY : HRd-AuTd fde Hay

T faf g SuTd: 1993 ¥ AUTE $UAT (NPR) HRAI $UT ¥ 1 INR = 1.6 NPR 1 &2 I IS8T 81 39 RR R
= UT B GaT e 3R fac=h gaT Sif R 3 [Rem 4l 8|

ATYR HITT:

. AUE & $d AR BT 65% YR & 1Y g

.  YRd Y AU P (Agfa: $8 3RS

e AU ¥ YRd & fafd: $1 R4

. AU & T fafa: @ Ad, S, SI%! 3R 91

39 URd AUTd &1 Y9 §9T FAE § — FA FDI BT AU 33% (@THT $670 fAferaq)|
YRedTg Sufar sfde, Sif, fafmion ok ReaR & o wfa g

fazayor ; RBI B} Aifaal & anfde gy

1. UTA B! ARAAT 3R STIR B! FeTal INR-FBUT ST A0Td B SN b ATIRID BRI Yoit 3R e
F0T T BT, o MSME &3 3R 3Yfcl gRaermafi & o e

2. SR R kar ¥ & 3@ & IUR e I Aurd &1 @l SRk R AvRar geift —

o facxl ggr SR W ga1d &9 BT,
o T TN H1eT (CAD) RR I3,
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o IR B MU T R&f et

3. & foxfTa THIHRUT &1 T ;T heH GIar0T TR 8 Mg Tgdin &I Wienied BTl YT 3R dice
O <R Y TT- 3R YT o W XM 81 Uohd 8| S “GaI07 TR ¥ &3 (South Asian Rupee
Zone)” ﬁ:ﬂ?tl_s_'ﬂﬁél

4. a1 SR SIS U YT : SARST GRT A0Td R A 10% <RWE A & 916, 7UTd HRA ¥ INR H
Hal AT AT HR Hed-a4 B Taball & IR (AT B J¢1 Ihdl 5| T Igad IaT, favy U ¥

AT 3R FHIY-URRHRUT &7 H gfg grft|

5. JyTfaa gfaar
gt U
UT 1Y §b (NRB) BT FHATHGIT O [shf$e arsHl & goual &l A & fow T R et
ST AT A 3R S EINEACNE AR RG]
R faxiiar et R srafires FaRarAurd &t Mifsd Juydr & wa”T
NERIGEREEERING]) o o sffe fuRar R v faare &t dua
TYP Y0P e

o HRA P! & 3Mifes HeAifd : RBI B A UG YR B &A1 TUY SIRAPIISHI Aifd b1 fgwan g, oid
sficiopT, AT 3R UAE %WUE’QHTI@?H g URA Bl “Neighbourhood First” 3R "Act East” Hifaal
& IEU g

o A & YUT BT Yo : = DI dee TS S SMRMECT (BRI) & d8d Aurd ¥ dgd [ & &g URa
&1 I8 HeH U dobieud, fFRR 3R faya-ig Afsd Idd a3

o AU B! IATH AT TUY-3MTRT AR 3R FHUT JAeT F 7Ud &1 IoHITde U F Gdgid
Srfogaryt & fRuRaT firertt 3ik gféror ufkmn & www asfig wifda sg|

3T &t I8

1. URINTd H-9: RBI 3R NRB & s Ygad “HRd-AUTd fawiid =8 @3 (Financial Coordination
Mechanism) P RITYT|

2. Fame TuEdn QA 3= & St At Ky siR Raifé fadl &1 ariera |

3. Ugad IUHHI P FIaT: Foll, fSiofed Y SR feifiie ure! # Wgad uRaeHm |

4. emar fAufor, YR deiet 3R anffe TgaT (ITEC) IUT EXIM S & UfR1er srderdl & dgd JuTel!
da1 ®I Uit fosan S

5. JOII-AUTell $UAT faf e &R & fRRRAT: 1 INR = 1.6 NPR &1 RR SUTd UTdd &1 31 RRa1 &
fore sifard B
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RBI P! 3fagaR 2025 ! GIVUME YRd--ua 3nffe gam & 3fae & te uRadaert ser gl
¥0 # U1 gfawr, 1w & AU A6 3R T URERIA § HRA A 304 &1 AU &1 99 Ay e
TRIGR e fear gl

g, 3 Ugdl &) Thadl & folE gl o= & oI URWRS Ay, Fame Ia-ag 3R e araer
A | afe 37 A A AN f5a1 S, O T8 FeanT 3ud-3neTiRd &9 U hur &1 3M1eef Aied o=
THAT § — off YR &1 2B T T RRR, AR 3R TRER ST g3 S farmr TRmn wfid sl
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