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India, China to continue
dialogue on border issues

e foig:

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh firmly conveyed In-
dia’s stance on cross-bor-
der terrorism to his Chi-
nese counterpart, Admiral
Dong Jun, during a bilater-
al meeting held on the si-
delines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Defence Ministers’
meeting in Qingdao, Chi-
na, on Friday.

During in-depth discus-
sions on the need to main-
tain peace and tranquillity
along the India-China bor-
der, the two Ministers
agreed to continue consul-
tations at various levels to
achieve progress on issues
related to disengagement,
de-escalation, border man-
agement and eventual de-
limitation through existing
mechanisms.

Mr. Singh acknowledged
the work being undertaken
by both sides to bring back
normalcy to the bilateral
ties. He highlighted the ne-
cessity of solving complex
issues through a struc-
tured road map of perma-
nent engagement and de-
escalation. He stressed
border management and a
permanent solution of bor-
der demarcation by rejuve-

All for peace: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with his Chinese
counterpart, Admiral Dong Jun, in Qingdao. PTi

nating the established me-
chanism on the issue.

The two Ministers dis-
cussed de-escalation, dis-
engagement, demarcation,
and Special Representa-
tives-level talks. Mr. Singh
emphasised the need to
create good neighbourly
conditions to achieve the
best mutual benefits and to
cooperate for stability in
Asia and the world. He
called for bridging the trust
deficit created after the
2020 border stand-off, by
taking action on ground.

He highlighted the im-
portant milestone of the
75th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of diplomatic
relations between the two
countries. He also appre-

ciated the resumption of
the Kailash Manasarovar
yatra after a gap of five
years. Mr. Singh briefed his
counterpart on the Pahal-
gam terror attack and In-
dia’s Operation Sindoor
aimed at dismantling the
terrorist networks in
Pakistan.

Mr. Singh held bilateral
meetings with the Defence
Ministers Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Victor Khrenin of Bela-
rus, Lieutenant-General
Sobrizoda Emomali Abdu-
rakhim of Tajikistan, and
Lieutenant-General Dau-
ren Kosanov of Kazakh-
stan.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 6

o, foig T gaieH SR W1 UR Sfddalg W YR 3T 76 U &t g: gy a1 3iR

1. YRd 3t fRAUfT B g gfY: YRd 3 T IR siidwrare iR aRdfae fE=0r 3@ (LAC) TR Wifd 3R R
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2. TRfId "are oF: 59 arat A S faare) & U & forw ue Wit AsHY 1 axgedhdl IR SR fear m|
%u&ﬂuaﬁ% Wﬁ, aﬁ%ﬁﬁqqﬁﬁw*WﬁW, %H@Hﬁﬂ?‘[ (disengagement), a1 # HH
(de-escalation), T Teie iR Hiasy & T fAyRor S fawat or ==t &1 78 | g8 SHIA TR R d-1a] & uefdd
TR & T T 3R HeAifae Harg dI fFARaRdl & T g

3. YOI Ao 3R Ay &1 HHY: 2020 ) T Ut AU & 916 [AYTT Bt HHI B! HH B & Hgd B
I TR, R 7 T8 Tobd a1 fb ST UM TT=iiaidl WY =0 J SHA TR IR fexars 3 arelt uofa
3R AT dietaid & THH R AR 51 98 96 IT-WaR1g & ardl &1 U@ goH 3awR oY, off 78 <xifdl § f
YR T T 3 @ Rl & Tl fhT TR &1 g &R &SI HR @I 8

4. SCO WHHaH T Y-IMCHIfd® Hg@: T8 96® SCO ol Jgueld Ha & Sfaild g, S5 YRd 3R o &l of
TG IGW ¢ | S99 39 9alg B! AeHde dudl fiierd & 3R I8 SMd ol § fb YRd I0Fifae &u 9 ot
GUYT BT & Fa gY, faRifat & ry ot aguelta Tl wR Yare & wrufiear dar g

5. TP & fRRET: "Tgragul TsRf Heiet ik et fRRdr & fore wean | oo mar IR fguelta wois
P T g3 TRATS 3R Afye ifd ¢ I Ssdl 81 I8 URd o1 T iR &= wfed 3R gféur ud A uimr
H fRRAT & a8S & T H YHDT Bl gl 2|

6. HIRPIA® Fetd BT TIRRY: Urd a8 & HRId B dIG Bl ARG IE1 & IRRY fguehta deei §
Tt OTeR EVHI0 Bl Yhd Gl §, Sl XU a-1a] & draclg Al o ard Jadf Bl oiiad B &l U g

7. TP ISRD 14 4 R $ Sarew, AIfidhwa 3R Hollid T & I&T AT & AT Se- 3 9%
%Hﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%nwmﬁiﬂq$umﬁmﬁmﬁeﬁvwa§gﬁneﬁéﬂnﬂmwwﬁﬁﬁsﬂ
T 30 & Helfd Pl [TWR ¢ QT 8

fAreep:

g YAhH 919 & Y YR B! I Heiad -ifd I a=idl g—olg! dale AR TGl BT Agad HIaH @l
T ¢ | I8 T TS, STdhdlg [aR1eN He-ld AR TgUsdIg & HRA &I g U Pl IRaied HRal g
Tg U0l g8 it Ifdr § fF yRa Rifud a3 IR R -1 § 3R Fgd Y-S a-rdl & s o Frem-
3T TR B! TAAHAT ST 8| HRA B A= iR e i o) THeM & o7T 39 IRAGR RS0 & wogr
A g, faRivan g81-0Rifthe SR TRTEIUTa ThRmn & dey |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques : BTA &1 H HRA-TI- & HEA1 &1 aTdl | 2020 o HHT TRIY & d1G A T S8Td dH | '
ST IR YebTRI ST T & | 39 W H, ST &l sRdedr ofi &ty fRdl ot ke id §U i & |y &rq%r%q&ﬁawah
DI JTId B & [oTE YRA & PPV DI AT D ofid B | (250 Words)
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YR GRT AUTHIAT Court of Arbitration (CoA) GRT SIRI "supplemental award" &I WY ¥ I TR B,
Riy 5T T (Indus Waters Treaty - IWT) & GRS 3R I AN H TH AE@qUl HIS PI ST 5| T8

UHRU] 9 Had HRA-UTfb¥dT= & dd TETd

R Y At SR ST TR T FRA

India rejects ‘supplemental
award’ on Kishenganga,
Ratle hydropower projects

T fog:

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India on Friday “categori-
cally rejected” the “supple-
mental award” by the
Court of Arbitration on
Kishenganga and Ratle hy-
droelectric projects in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, saying
that it “never recognised”
the Court of Arbitration, a
“serious breach” of the In-
dus Waters Treaty, which
has been put “at
abeyance” after the April
22 terror attack in Pahal-
gam.

“India has never recog-
nised the existence in law
of this so-called Court of
Arbitration, and India’s po-
sition has all along been
that the constitution of this
so-called arbitral body is in
itself a serious breach
of the Indus Waters Treaty
and consequently any pro-
ceedings before this forum
and any award or decision
taken by it are also for that
reason illegal and per se
void,” the External Affairs
Ministry said after the
World Bank’s Court of Ar-
bitration gave a “supple-
mental award” on the Kish-

she s

India said it has
never recognised the
existence in law of
this ‘so-called’ Court
of Arbitration

enganga and Ratle
projects.

‘Unilateral action’
Pakistan had been raising
objections about the de-
sign of the power projects,
and the two sides held
multiple rounds of discus-
sions till 2015. In 2016, Pa-
kistan approached the
World Bank to establish a
Court of Arbitration to re-
solve these technical dis-
putes. Pakistan took three
issues concerning Kishen-
ganga and four concerning
Ratle to the Court of Arbi-
tration. India’s position
from the beginning has
been that it was a “unilater-
al action” by Pakistan to
approach the World Bank.
Reflecting that position,
the Ministry said on Friday,
“Today, the illegal Court of
Arbitration, purportedly
constituted under the In-
dus Waters Treaty 1960, al-

beit in brazen violation of
it, has issued what it cha-
racterises as a ‘supplemen-
tal award’ on its compe-
tence concerning the
Kishenganga and Ratle hy-
droelectric projects in the
Indian Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.”

The Ministry said that
after the Pahalgam terror
attack, India exercised “its
rights as a sovereign nation
under international law”
and placed the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty in abeyance,
“until Pakistan credibly
and irrevocably abjures its
support for cross-border
terrorism”. It described
the Court of Arbitration’s
declarations as a “charade
at Pakistan’s behest”.

“Until such time that the
Treaty is in abeyance, In-
dia is no longer bound to
perform any of its obliga-
tions under the Treaty. No
Court of Arbitration, much
less this illegally constitut-
ed arbitral body, which has
no existence in the eye of
law, has the jurisdiction to
examine the legality of In-
dia’s actions in exercise of
its rights as a sovereign,”
the Ministry said.

IS aTal o1 THA AT 8, dfew gg o gxifar 3 fs v
B U gTd &) <& B

1. YRd &1 Sl yfafrar 3R UHTe $1 34T B SRAIPR: HRd 3 I8 SIeAT S I8 U <Urey 3aY ¥4
| ST § 3R SUBT PIs B S 18! o | [IS HATed 3 Wy gl fob I8 <ararerd YRd gRT &+t ot A=
T 18T 8T 3R 9P gRI foran a1 18+t g =l &9 @ /i1 8iR AT (void) B! HRA &1 I8 ¥9
IWT & 3fiid deb-tab! faaral &1 fgaelia araf a1 Neutral Expert & TTEH ¥ ag & Ja HTG-T 9 ORd g

2. GTfPdT BT TH UL Y441 3R i BT Ieeig: HRd BT 3RIT g P b 7 2016 & acs db J U=Ie
AT TT& &1 AT B IWT BT I Ufepar ) =fe-TR o= 3| fremim 9 9 fiF 8k Yea ufkaieH
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I I3 IR faigafi WR MUy Sara gU UrfehRa A a1 U& Bt HeEaeddl & A1 &t for YR = WY & ga o
& faog A

3. UEENTTH §HS & a1 i &l fAefaa’ S 22 30d 2025 &I g UEH TGP g9 & dIg YR -
Wﬂﬁmﬁwﬂﬂaﬁﬁﬁﬁwméﬁ@|WTﬁﬁaﬁamm|agqaﬁanﬁu;q‘aﬁ?
fAoas ®ew ©, T8l YR A SIARIP B & Siavid U FUY ISR BT YIRT A gU A I SRR
Y Y Gg &I AT fbar|

4. TS WA= SR FUYET 5 T: YfP: YR 7 g Jobdl e fob Irgha gram i urufirepar, Y a9
SR ¢ OId GIRT U& SAHAIG B! UTAIford & 61 811 39 HeH I YR A - Had Ul & Pe-iifad oI
B gl &, 9fed IWT & T & Y- deH B of gadiyig faan

5. IWT WR SHw1fere UHTa: I8 Ty IWT $t HTd! fFRIRAT & i TarT I0d #R Ihdl ©, S 36 dF o5
TGl 3R el & FIav]g oIRT Xg! & | HRd gRT I B fTdddrg A SisT, I &t Uhid § uew 5 JHIfae
f=m 1 Wb d 8, et Wikt 3 STy JRa Jguf T SrerT et T o Jae |

e
YR gRT BRI SR Yoo URASHISH TR "qReb Hofg” &) GRS 61 el U e faare a7, dfed ey
AfIYIT 3R I ewvra &1 ufafda g1 a8 eifar g fb o TR ot Ao - - R el O

35} 181 W5 dl | U8 UeIshH HRd B TUHfoes TaTadT ) §¢ dl & SIR I8 WY Bl § [ HRd oo fadw
i BT ora IR & F @ T@l b SFIFY BT T 3

Queszwgelda SAidgdd URAISHIS] IR TR O™ gRT 16T T [R& HUR Bl URA R

3IHR AT AP JR&M P ey H SIRTBTT IRy it & ufer I =fDpivr § sqaid o axiiar 31 Ry St

T & d8d BT & Ye-IhHl & 3ATelid H 59 HYF Dt ATAIIHD Siig B | (250 words)
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A 3R fOIRA gRT BT 81 § I3TT T HeH — DT I Uga Sxaull R a0 3R T UR 3idy
Ta TR P § — T8 Md & b HR 31§ YaraR oY Wag=ia &= & fiaf¥e JRai, THqifs! uaee 3R
fSRred 9T &1 T S uHifa® = A @ Wil

Assam, Mizoram draft rules
to curb illegal immigration

Soon, only District Commissioners will have the power to issue Aadhaar cards, says Assam CM; in
Mizoram, plans on to confiscate identity cards of Myanmar nationals who frequently cross border

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

wo northeastern
T States have tough-
ened their stand on

identification documents
to curb unauthorised
cross-border movements
of Bangladesh and Myan-
mar nationals.

The Assam government
has decided to implement
a policy to issue Aadhaar
cards to adult citizens only
through the District Com-
missioners (DCs) to pre-
vent Bangladeshi nationals
from acquiring them,
while the Mizoram govern-
ment plans to retain the
identity cards of Myanmar
nationals to regulate move-
ment across the border.

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said
the need to toughen the
rules of issuing Aadhaar
cards was discussed at the
State Cabinet meeting on
Friday. “Usually, people
who come to Assam and
Bharat from Bangladesh [il-
legally] are adults. Since
we have already achieved
100% Aadhaar coverage,
we will thoroughly enquire
into the applications of
new adults,” he told press-

High vigilance: BSF personnel patrol the India-Bangladesh border
at Golakganj in Dhubri district of Assam. AFP

persons in Guwahati.

“Soon, only the DCs will
have the power to issue
Aadhaar cards. If such a
policy is made, it will be
difficult for Bangladeshi
people to obtain Aadhaar.
Detecting and pushing
them back will be easy if
they do not possess this
document,” he said, hours
after announcing that 20
more illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants were pushed
back.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party-led government has
been working on plugging
the vulnerabilities of Aad-
haar since April, when, Mr.
Sarma said, people who

did not apply for inclusion
in the National Register of
Citizens have been barred
from getting the unique
identification number.

In September 2024, he
said that four Assam dis-
tricts had more Aadhaar
cardholders than their pro-
jected population. Bengali-
speaking Muslims are a ma-
jority in these districts —
Barpeta bordering Bangla-
desh, Dhubri, Morigaon,
and Nagaon.

“We found that 103.74%
of the population were is-
sued Aadhaar cards in Bar-
peta, 103.48% in Dhubri,
101.74% in Morigaon, and
100.68% in Nagaon. Some

immigrants definitely man-
aged to take Aadhaar,” the
Chief Minister had said.

In Aizawl, Mizoram
Chief Minister Lalduhoma
proposed the confiscation
of the identity cards of
Myanmar nationals who
cross over into India fre-
quently, amid the civil war
in their country. He came
up with this proposal at a
meeting with Surinder
Bhagat, Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs and Protector General
of Emigrants, at the Chief
Minister’s Office recently.

Acknowledging the hu-
manitarian crisis in Myan-
mar forcing many to take
refuge in Mizoram, Mr. Lal-
duhoma said, “Many refu-
gees are law-abiding, but
there are some who conti-
nue to cross the border to
and from Myanmar, ex-
ploiting the ongoing crisis
there.”

He warned of stern ac-
tion against those misusing
the shelter provided, in-
cluding the seizure of their
Myanmar-issued identity
documents. He suggested
that such IDs be collected
from each Myanmar na-
tional for the duration of
their stay in Mizoram.

W g, 3 faer:

1. 3¥TH | SATYR HTS H=A0L:
gereH fewa farar w=an = giwon 301 § & sra Rk foram smgaa (De) 81 U T & YR SR} &R A |
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. SIHI IY 3AY FiarcRl TRl gRT SITelt U & ST YR $TS U B Bt GHIIATSH &

AGHT &

. TS oAl (O SRUCT 3R Yal) T 103% & AU MR Havst Ul a1 — Sl 6 ¥ 3 g,
3R TuIfad Srade STeei &1 3R IURT HRl |

. Tg i IFHT AR IR (NRC) A HI ST § — Sl YR DI I DI UGH P I 3T ST 7
St NRC ® 2 |

2. foeiRe # wiaR xRonfdat & fARRr:
TETHH ATAgEIAT - AR ¥ 3 aTe TRUMRI & Uga U SRURA &0 A Wiad F3 &1 Uaid fean g

. 3P I5T IR-IR U UR FHRA aTdl IR 01 IG1 TR ST GRET I A3 H1
. I8 AT 3R Y& & dH Aga-t o I TN 5

3. T R 3R FHwirSr®! fiar:
o 3H S FATST & AT T W1 e T9T 9§ 31dY ST BT A7 51 5|

. TooiRE ot dir iR 9 g, ok 98T & M Jerl | wipfae 3R STy Wey 8 & HRu
yadq wfed gl |
4. 32T AW ST 3N RN IWREIAE:
. 3MYR 3R NRC DI SIS & T Ig Sd & fob TR Ffored yurmedt &1 STiT SH7iferet
TATYH & forg o= el 3|

. I8 YT BT fob HITUIBRI TTSH SR UgaT gRaTdell BT a1y bad UTS ARSI 31 g i
— ST GR&fT & TRV Y T 35H FaH g

ATYP YHIC:

. 9 T AT S EiRE @) $RaTs 39 IR JaTd 33T @ f HRd UN Refugee
Convention 3 dTEX Ygd §U IRUMATT & 1Y H4 TaER Hdl ¢, [aTHR ofd S 3R AT gaf

1 98 gl
o 3MTYR B YT 3R AT YUIerl: 379 Bt U UIDAI UUTTeRt 1 JAT3 1 IR el g, 3R
Sifde Uga ud faftre i ! Holgd aRA &1 STaudhdl & ¥@ifhd &l g

. SATAR® Y& 3R IeT-Ifae Tga-: I UM fGWTd & fob YRA 3@ UgaH 3R AFRG T o Tg &l
Wmﬁ%mﬁﬁu&mﬁ,ﬁwwﬁ%m%wﬁ%w%—ﬁw
REEERI] |
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qaiR YRd H I3MU O 7@ I HGH I8 Ahd od & 1 YR DI Al 39 GR&T, SeT-MUTRd U=, 3%
SAiTe! R & IRER I W Hied gl ARedr iR UgaH 39 $Had WRINHG fawg g, afcd
SRS SR P JR&m A o1 sifie R s e gl

UPSC Mains Practice Question

mmm%l %ﬁﬁﬁ%%@f wwﬁwwﬁﬁvaﬁuwaﬁmaﬂwwﬁuﬁmﬁ
%) TR B gU U THI-UR SHaral 1 T B & Fo7e WHTdt &7 a1 off 9l 81 (250 Words)
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g MY & Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) &RT ORI Sustainable Development
Report (SDR) 2025 & HRd &1 2 100 =T & Ta=T (993 ®IM) Wﬂffgg No time to rest
IUARI g1 2016 H 1104 ”IM de TRl T Tl 1 Fherd Bl India did well in climbing up SDG

%, ICRIEREIRE]] 3Hdl, fooTett Ugd, 3R TR fap™g & &}5[ T 6|€1'|I36, rankings, but falls short in governance
T I u%;r? 3R AR & ﬂg@& 99 n%%ifl el o fou oft ot 2, < | e

Report for the first time since this data be-
gan to be published by the Sustainable Develop-

. ﬁ' ment Solutions Network (SDSN) since 2016. The

m M U I %l: SDSN is an independent body under the aegis of
the UN, whose publications are tracked by policy-

m . makers and governments. In 2016, India was

1. 3 lEI ! (S DG 1)- ranked 110th out of 157 countries, making steady

progress to reach 99 this year out of an expanded

. 2012 -ﬁ- TTHIT 22% m = @- 2023 ﬁ T 12% dh W (World basket of 167 nations with better metrics and

more granular comparisons. But it is no time to

Bank % &m | rest on this laurel. India must look at why this in-

cline, by 11 points, was not achieved any sooner

N X . and the gaps to focus on. From a developmental

. éllaiq 2018 % diq WUd Y ol 3Uds qél, 3‘ﬁq TIﬁTSﬂ W (@ﬁ perspective, the SDSN ranks India as having fared
. w better in poverty reduction (SDG 1) even as In-
NS HU “ Eﬁ f{aﬁ % | dia’s poverty estimation continues to be mired in
controversy due to a lack of publicly available

m _—_ﬂ-ﬁf ﬁ-cnr).'—,_l- 3hq 3'm-@-q %m:ﬂ-q?ﬂ- i -q-Ra-thT consumption expenditure data since 2018 and

° ﬁ- ﬁ éa aﬁ. the poverty line (Rangarajan line -¥33/day rural,
STAYG D dl SV R Eﬁ'(—ﬁ %| ¥47/day urban) not having been updated. Proxy

data suggest a considerable poverty reduction,
almost halving between 2012 (22% based on

2. foordlt SuasMEr (SDG 7): NSSO data) and 2023 (World Bank - 12%).

But SDG 2 (zero hunger) has remained a cause

ql_a: m for concern. It also reveals the wide disparity bet-

o HRd ﬁ CITHTT ‘l.ﬁﬁ'aﬁ aiai Iaaﬂfnaﬁw YTt b %l ween income groups and rural and urban areas
on access to a nutritious diet. The National Fami-

@T 3?” GE G)'_\Fﬁ 3 ﬁa-QT E‘aﬁ URd gﬁ-q-l- m gET ly Health Survey (NFHS) estimates that over a

® ﬁ % Cal Eﬁm v third of Indians (35.5%) were stunted (NFHS-5,

EN c N
Tan'UﬂT[ AT dATdh dl 49 IR B | 2019-21), only marginally better than 38.4%
&I dl d-ilderd ﬂ % (NFHS-4, 2015-16). Similarly, wasting, which is

low weight for height, reduced from 21.0% to

. am EUWTI W GﬁT M'q SHYHHATAT AHd ‘J-ﬂ' Th ﬂ:ﬁ?ﬂ' % | 19.3%. Obesity in the working age population (15-

49 years) has almost doubled between 2006 and

. 2021, and concentrated in wealthier urban areas.

3. W \?fﬁ? I% I a| E El WT%QF‘T (S DG 9): Electricity access (SDG 7) is another indicator
where India has done well. While the country has

Iﬁ_cﬂg?f 3hq (C'ﬂ-ﬁ_d ﬁ?ﬂ-q w-la-ql—._l- : m achieved near universal household electrification

hd UPI 3T ﬁ 0 Eé % l in the past two decades, the quality of power and
duration vary vastly based on regions and urban/

° m ‘J.ﬁ W_mﬂ %‘[\lﬂzﬂ' W ﬁ'sa'q g @' COVID-19 a; Eﬁﬂ:f rural fault lines. It is, however, laudable that India

today ranks as the fourth largest renewables ca-

IR §3HT — FOIT fR1ef (SDG 4) 3R WraSi-ds VT3l dch THeT  pacity deployer, mainly solar and wind. And

. while India has bettered its score in infrastruc-

-qEE[ U‘J-I'Iﬁ?[ §§ | ture provision (SDG 9), noteworthy additions be-

ing rapid mobile penetration and financial inclu-

aT_n. ﬁﬁtﬁ sion through UPI-linked digital payments

SHIGIN . gateways, COVID-19 revealed the stark difference

between rural and urban Internet penetration,

9 m 3ﬁ? -cﬁ-q-u-l- . which must be addressed to achieve even higher

1. (SDG 2)' educational outcomes (SDG 4). It is telling, ho-
wever, that throughout the Modi years, India’s

h | I q o 7) @ T ] | YU T ! 7) T JHY & performance in governance, the rule of law, press
¢ G{Q-ﬂ' lﬁ T]"l-ﬂT % freedom and strong and independent institutions
« W 35.5% s YT (NFHS-5)

(SDG 16) has been lagging.
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.« dRET 19.3%
o HICTOL: 15-49 1Y & T AU GFIAT (&A0: [E<T IR ot ol )

e HRd I 3T X UV Yohe — SeUyul, Y&H UINd dd &I HHI, 3R 3% TN (over-nutrition) —
DT AT BT TS W]

2. M 3R HRITTG USRI (SDG 16):
e YRA 3T H B BT IR, U Bt Tad=IaT, Wi &dd, 3R IR Wadl & Ja § fUss w131
. T O fay H RTae, ofR AiediHe Suvaria o HHT 3Tt ]
. PHIR G Sefepiiers e o a1ftd R Tehd g
Hifa 3R TerFT W) yuTE:
. SDG H YR B! WA SMETIA g1, dfeeh HHSIR &3 T UR g IR §9-1 AT, fa=Ioes T iR
GRITE|
. Aoed G, TR SeT yumedt, 3R THash a1 faaRor srawgs Bl
o TR A dF 3R U P FRATTd $R SDG A& B WK & IT Thidhd €PhI0T AT g |
e

YR P SDR T & R YT U I TRIe1 §, TG T§ AT JorTdT 3R IRAfdd JUR B o AT e
2| URETRIAT, TRITTT Aolecl, 3R G0 § GUR & 91 78 uifa srurdt g 81 Gt 81 2030 & SDG TSI &l

qHAdYdS UT B3 & [olE, HRA ! Sel-MUTRd, FrTaRh 3R <rgu] fasr Aisd &I S{O=H1 8|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques Tdd [dH d&d (Telol) T T YR ! 9gd gHdma! oid 3R RISl SHa- J AU Jhadl $i

el B, AfhT IR 3R U9 & WemTets dyeiidl ol ot IR #xadt g1 e, ﬁﬁww@wﬁaﬁ
ﬁmﬁWWWWW@WﬁWwﬁWﬁmﬁamwww Sfid B (250
Words)
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. gdifd, HUMAl SR Mphasis 3R SAP 39 "JfGHM T8A&" & ¥U H <7l ¢, STel HHANRA! Bl el
I8! a1, Sfed [ PIa-uiRneror faar |

2. g g9 Ufa=ITI=:

o HRAH Al Bt YfHHT TOIG: AT &HAISH BT @ (augment) e §41 I8 Tabal! 6, WD W, e

3R dfoiReay S &Ff H|

o HRA T TKIT 4H AN SR HHOIR YH GRET S HRUI, Hg HUMG] W1 DI ered! |
3. &7-faiy yura:

o IT/ITeS: BIST B G&dl H 30% B! gle, Alch HHAR! T & el B radr Wi

. Wy FgF, JAeied ot 3R SRydTd Ueee o gUR|
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. RS I Sy S TANT Y TP TR Hel, S HIGHIHS Bl § Al B G =i 8|
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T FiEd dUR faar S 9% |

2. SENT-URA IR Ugadparear:
«  Mphasis 3fidRe ufqur Tia=icdr 3R gEWR-udgys URi& W & ¢ W11 |
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. 9% Y O §

o PR, e 3R 9 YURT § SUiaRuTES dgarg

«  Oogd ST YR&M BT
. THIAR SrgEa Hifaar, faRive garsit 3R Frior HRd &1 & § 3@d gU

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: "T3MTS T Had TNBRT! Pt ST N, dfeth Ia 79T HTHR Ui SIMI" BT &b UeThHI P 3Tl |, Tl b
o URT TS -Tanferd iRl § HRiad &t dardl Bd A &R IHdT ¢ | (250 words)
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A China-led trilateral nexus as India’s new challenge

held their first trilateral meeting in

Kunming, China. The discussions focused
on furthering cooperation and exploring the
possibilities of deeper engagement. This meeting
closely follows another trilateral meeting
between China, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, held
in May, with the aim of extending the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and
increasing cooperation. These trilaterals, led by
China, come at a time of Pakistan’s little relevance
to the region, India’s increasing relations with
Afghanistan, and New Delhi’s deteriorating ties
with Bangladesh. The use of trilaterals
underscores China’s fresh attempts at making
Pakistan a stakeholder in the region and keeping
New Delhi preoccupied with immediate
concerns.

L ast week, China, Pakistan and Bangladesh

A war that shaped alignments
The 1962 war between India and China has
largely shaped regional alignments and
geopolitics. Following the war, China found
Pakistan to be an ally that could keep India
engaged with immediate threats and limit it from
challenging Beijing’s interests, security, and
status. On the other hand, Pakistan deemed
China to be a country that would unquestionably
offer economic and military assistance to support
its aggression against India. To date, Pakistan is
highly dependent on China for assistance,
investments and infrastructure development. In
fact, by the end of 2024, Pakistan had a loan of
over $29 billion from China. It is estimated that
over 80% of Pakistan’s arms imports are from
China. In addition, China has also shielded
Pakistan-backed terrorists at the United Nations
Security Council and other multilateral platforms.
This camaraderie was largely visible during
India’s Operation Sindoor in May 2025. China
termed India’s retaliation to the
Pakistan-sponsored attack in Pahalgam as
“regrettable” and urged a political solution and
dialogue. It backed Pakistan’s stance of initiating
an investigation into the Pahalgam terror attack
in April 2025. The latest escalation also saw
Pakistan deploying various Chinese-made
hardware and weapons that ranged from
surveillance radars, drones, missiles, guidance
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The Beijing-led
trilaterals are
aimed at
challenging
India’s long-term
interests

systems, and fighter jets. In the immediate
aftermath of Operation Sindoor, Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister met his Chinese counterpart to
reaffirm its “iron-clad friendship.” The trilateral
with Afghanistan and other countries likely
emerged from this meeting.

The resurfacing of an idea

This idea of China and Pakistan using plus one
against India is not a new phenomenon. Even in
1965, Pakistan flirted with the idea of using East
Pakistan, China and Nepal to cut off India from its
strategic Siliguri corridor. This idea of using South
Asian countries seems to have resurfaced as both
China and Pakistan face a confident India.
Pakistan-sponsored terror attacks in Uri (2016),
Pulwama (2019), and Pahalgam have seen India
retaliate in a befitting manner. It has shown that
India will no longer tolerate Pakistan’s nuclear
blackmail. India has also used its diplomatic clout
and growing economy to isolate Pakistan. India’s
suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty, halting
trade, restricting port access, and targeting
military installations — all as a part of its
retaliatory measures against the Pahalgam attack
— has damaged Pakistan military’s operational
capacities and confidence, highlighting
Rawalpindi’s limitations and weaknesses. India’s
military and diplomatic responses to Chinese
border intrusions in Doklam and Galwan have
also likely taken Beijing by surprise. New Delhi
has also increased close cooperation with
like-minded countries to limit Chinese
aggressions.

At the same time, India’s pragmatic
engagement and domestic politics of the region
have slowed down China’s momentum in South
Asia. In the Maldives, Beijing appears reluctant to
trust President Mohamed Muizzu and the
country’s economy, despite his initial anti-India
rhetoric. Mr. Muizzu has now turned to India to
keep the country’s economy afloat. In Nepal,
despite signing the framework for Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) cooperation, major differences in
funding remain unresolved and the progress of
projects has been slow. In Sri Lanka, President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake is developing close
ties with India by respecting its redlines. Despite
ideological and historical differences with Delhi,

he visited India before China. In the case of
Bangladesh, despite differences, India has not
hindered the trilateral energy cooperation with
Nepal.

These increasing anxieties are likely to have
motivated China to push for trilaterals with
Afghanistan and Bangladesh. Before their
respective regime changes in 2021 and 2024, both
countries were staunch supporters of India’s fight
against both Pakistan and its state-sponsored
terrorism. With the change in regimes, however,
Pakistan and China have attempted to draw both
countries closer to their orbit. They remain
cautious of pragmatic engagement between India
and the Taliban, fearing that Pakistan would lose
its leverage. At the same time, Pakistan has
increased security, economic and political
engagements with the new government in
Bangladesh.

Historically, both Bangladesh and Afghanistan
have enjoyed close ties with Pakistan and provide
a fertile ground for cross-border terrorism.
Pakistan’s influence, supported by China and its
economic clout, could thus create new terror and
security-related challenges. This will help
Pakistan become a relevant country in the region,
create rifts between India and its neighbours, and
keep Delhi preoccupied with immediate security
and terror-related challenges, making way for
Chinese BRI projects, interests and investments
in the region.

China efforts and setbacks

The developments in the region demonstrate,
once again, that China, and not Pakistan, is
India’s biggest challenge. With both Pakistan and
China confronting a confident India, China sees
an opportunity to challenge India through the
trilateral nexus. At a time when India is seeking
support from South Asian countries to fight
terrorism, Chinese efforts will create new
setbacks. South Asian countries will thus have to
learn to balance between India and China, as
Beijing uses Islamabad to create new
complexities in the region. On its part, Delhi will
have to continue to express redlines and convey
the point that any misadventures by its
neighbours could have severe economic, military,
and political costs.
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TR § = gRT HaTierd Udh Tai &30 FHeiid B J[e3Md BT Adbd 1641 § | I8 YUFITG X I &1 oRmeiet Aifd
31 g1 fedrdt 8, et 3T HRA B ISHRIS TU I 3TT-UHT BT, TP &A1 UHT BT HHIR BT, 3R
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) & HISHH ¥ T B YRS STo| Pl Holgd BT 5 |

U YUMo s
1. Buerare & areaw § A9 o1 &g gi:
. g Fuefg vary urRuRe fguelia Yorifa ¥ gea asfta augi & i &t 3R 9gar dad ¢, off 9H-
Hiad f&dl & 3¢-F gra 1
o TACE 3R B oI <=1 P AT B, 94 URA &) afe RUfT &1 Aferd -1 amedl &,
WA T TG H Ofd YR 307 YHTG &1 ool § fIdR R w8 |
2. et 31 YAt Yorifa® fauer (spoiler):

. 3 3R Feifad T4 F HHGR UMb 99 IR AR 8 — $29 3RT STeR I 31t H1 3R 80%
= 31T I 9|

. SHTREA RigR & T8 T 9 SUBRUN BT ITANT 3R HTddware d I fau=il & H-016 S aHiRe

TSIl 39TR gidl g

3. HRd &1 Ufdd RIS TUHI:

. HRA A IRfed WIZH, TAHIC gaTs gHd, TR Rigr S TR Sare iR Wt @ Rig ofa 4fY)
3R IR Ufdse & ATe § o Gad a1 8 |

e  YRd &I I YA & 1Y dTe, TUT Heioh], FUTd, ATcId ol S & 1Y 0D JTSGRT SBT
T € fo YRT 3F TGRS FHeii Bl U1 8T 5|

SUR & Riam:

. TRAGY 3R B oY = BT HfaTd fa=m & Jgerma, 3% dH-UId 43 B 3R b1 Iobd G,
O T UR 3fdarare SR Githar @av i SWR I&d ¢ |

. T Y B Ul gaiid Sidfddl B i gRT IR 3T $H WR B 3R FgIaT B

. %Hj%(gaﬁés\l-wmﬁ, 3 Fpe-ifa, 3R HArad gfare aie S Sefeere aea uuyfad
|
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o & OIS Ie3a:
. UIfea & gféror TR & YaRgR §9, difes HRd W faare siR sidet miafafial & Sagn I8 |
. oMfdE ©9 Y T TS <= H BRI GRASHTS &I Sgrar ¢l
. YRA P IRpaw R eI YU HI IR THR e YR B HHAR BT

YRA B He-ifas ufafear:

. gm&mﬁu@;ﬁ%aﬁ%mqmwaﬁ?&m%wéaﬁ%aﬂwwm&ﬂﬂﬂmwmw
|

o Yo B HANG g, HRA A Soll g WU aRAIS1SH Bl 8T A, Sl g ifcr ot uRuesar & axifar g

. AECT 3R MeidT S ST B 3T T eI Bl 3T 8 b I R rafie Fkar anfdfe ik gl
S &1 gebdt g

fAreep:

IH-UT el oS8 &1 URd &1 Had AoHAS Toayd & ®9 H 781, dfch Th THT JREM 3R JHIAS
I & Y H I AT | i SIgT &Y fGHTSTHI bl T8RT R 1 IR B QT 8, T8 HIRd bl ST ifel
H YorHifae Tedr, Tfehg we-ifd 8fR WY e WM (redlines) SHTY @ 81| 3Tddare, i gard, 3R
Helfad dmmgj;l@rdcuﬂ G YR B! Ga0T TR fifd H gAERaur &1 A -d §, forad It 3R Xa s
AT &1 e ol
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