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SC asks govt. to regulate content on Internet

The court suggests ‘impartial, and autonomous
body * to vet ‘prima facie permissible’ content

Court says victims of online abuse have to be
protected, and seeks ‘preventive mechanisms’

A takedown takes 24 hours; in that time the
harm is already done, Justice Bagchi says

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday asked

the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing to work on guidelines
for user-generated content
to protect innocents from
becoming victims of ob-
scene, even perverse, “an-
ti-national” or personally
damaging online content.

The top court consi-
dered the idea of an “im-
partial and autonomous
authority”, neither bound
to private broadcasters nor
the government, to vet
“prima facie permissible”
content.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said user-generated con-

tent, potentially disastrous
to reputations or even hav-
ing “adult content”, go vi-
ral even before social me-
dia intermediaries could
take them down.

Aadhaar suggestion

At one point, referring to
the easy access to uncurat-
ed material online, the
court said a few seconds of
‘adult content’ warning
was not enough. It suggest-
ed further checks such as
sharing Aadhaar details to
verify the age of users.

The Chief Justice found
it “very strange” the phe-
nomenon that users could
create their own online
channels and still be not
accountable to anyone. “Is
there no sense of responsi-
bility?” he asked.

The court clarified that

"

QQ Dissent is part of
democracy. Every
day people write against the
government. But the problem
arises when you suddenly put
something on YouTube and
there are millions and millions
who are victimised

JUSTICE SURYA KANT

Chief Justice of India

it did not intend to have

the proposed guidelines
for user-generated content
“tinker” with free speech.
Though the right was sub-
ject to reasonable regula-
tion under Article 19(2) of
the Constitution, it was ne-
vertheless to be respected
and protected. However,
misuse of online speech
has exposed millions of in-

nocent people to abuse.
They too have a right to be
protected, it reasoned.

‘Millions victimised”

“Dissent is part of democ-
racy. Every day people
write against the govern-
ment. But the problem ar-
ises when you suddenly
put something on YouTube
and there are millions and

millions who are victi-
mised. They do not have a
voice. They do not have a
platform, and by the time
they rush to court, the
damage is done,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant said, highlighting
the need for guidelines.
Advocate Prashant
Bhushan said any guide-
lines restraining free
speech mandated prior
and extensive public con-
sultations, to be initiated
by the Union government.
He cautioned that the

term ‘anti-national’ was
both  overbroad and
ambiguous.

The Chief Justice said
there were enough laws to
turn to after the damage
was done. Victims could
approach court for damag-
es or opt for criminal pro-
ceedings. But there was

nothing to protect them
before the post went on-
line.

“A takedown takes at
least 24 hours. By the time
it is effectuated, the harm
is already done. Social me-
dia is mercurial, goes
across borders and is trans-
mitted in seconds. This
preventive exercise is not
to throttle anyone but to
have a certain degree of
stick. Technology with AI
makes you (social media
intermediaries) enormous-
ly powerful, to curate your
material, assess its impact.
Platforms are monetising
content,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

The judge termed prose-
cution of the creator of the
offending social media
post a “post-occurrence
penalty”, saying “we must

have preventive mechan-
isms to ensure there is no
spread of misinformation,
loss of property as well as
sometimes lives”.

Senior advocate Amit Si-
bal, for Indian Broadcast
and Digital Foundation, ex-
pressed reservations about
the court using the term
‘preventive’ to describe the
proposed guidelines. ‘Pre-
ventive’ could be read as
‘pre-censorship’, Mr. Sibal
said.

He suggested changing
the prefix to ‘effective’.

“The difficulty we are
facing is the response time.
By the time intermediaries
respond to such content, it
has already gone viral. Mil-
lions of viewership, etc.
How do you plug that gap?
That is the question,” Jus-
tice Bagchi emphasised.
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IMF gives ‘C’ grade
for India’s national
accounts statistics

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The International Mone-
tary Fund’s annual review
has given India’s national
accounts statistics — in-
cluding Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and Gross
Value Added (GVA) - a
grade of ‘C’, the second-
lowest rating.

According to the IMF,
this grade means the data
available  “have some
shortcomings that some-
what hamper surveil-
lance”.

This is of particular sig-
nificance as the govern-
ment will release the na-
tional accounts data for Q2
of this financial year on
Friday.

Weaknesses cited
“National accounts data
are available at adequate
frequency and timeliness
and provide broadly adeq-
uate granularity,” the IMF
noted in its annual Article
IV assessment of India’s
economic framework.

“However, some meth-
odological weaknesses so-
mewhat hamper surveil-
lance and warrant an
overall sectoral rating for
the national accounts of
C.” Overall, across all data
categories, India has re-
ceived grade ‘B’. There are
four grades in total: A, B, C
and D.

For example, it high-
lighted an outdated base
year of 2011-12 on which
the data is based, and the
use of wholesale price in-
dices as data sources for
deflators due to the lack of
producer prices indices. It
further pointed out period-
ic “sizeable discrepancies”
between the production
and  expenditure  ap-
proaches of measuring
GDP, “that may indicate
the need to enhance the
coverage of the expendi-
ture approach data and the
informal sector”.

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

The Indian Eovernmem sHendinﬁ habits”.

Grade ‘C’ means the available
data have shortcomings that
hamper surveillance. REUTERS

has, from the beginning,
used the income approach
to measure GDP by mea-
suring the incomes of the
government, people, and
companies. However, it al-
so provides an estimate
based on the expenditure
approach, which attempts
to quantify GDP through
the spending done by
these entities.

Often, due to the differ-
ing data sources and their
coverage, the two esti-
mates of GDP differ, which
has attracted criticism
from some economists. Fi-
nally, the IMF also high-
lighted the lack of seaso-
nally adjusted data and
“room for improvement of
other statistical tech-
niques” used in the quar-
terly national accounts
data.

‘B’ for the CPIL

Regarding India’s main in-
flation measure, the Con-
sumer Price Index, the IMF
graded India a ‘B’, which
means the data provided
“have some shortcomings
but are broadly adequate
for surveillance”.

It said that while the CPI
data scores well on its fre-
quency and timeliness,
coming as it does once a
month and with only a
month’s lag, the rating of
‘B’ reflects the outdated
CPI base year, items bas-
ket, and weights (set in
2011-12), “implying that the
CPI basket likely fails to ac-
curately represent current

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS { i | @ r.a;nm]

IIIIIIIIIIIII

o 3w RR T
(c) HHW T SAUTG (SUTGT §TH 44 RN & e fadwfaai
. URA TS ¥ /3T VDI BT STANT T 3|
. II-IMYIRT Fvel IR ITE SRR 8 HRUN I e Bial &

o Sl R

o TUd 3R MY BT HHGIR HaARl
o SMFIYAING & B Tl B HH B SHTDHT
. fogmfomt SeT fRRAT R Hard Iarh B
(d) IRt U & G ids] &1 3UTd
o SRIPIR IFA SRITTRIT TR U ¥ FHRIT 3RS T d ole IdTE USRI Bl 6, Sl T&H
I ©:
o 9B Y o
o 3P TH HGUT-ah [aRawor
. YRd onft off g1 T U QT shipel W AR aRaT g
(e) 3= ARSI AH-11db SHfeRTA
o SHISTHUG = "GUR B YOS TR YHT=I STl
o FTHATHRUI debeildh
o SCIRINY Hifaa
o SN & T SAH
o WYl ST Bl THY TR TS DA
3. Wdtens &1 & A frear g
. idtars o1 THE W SR AR B 7, Ao ST T
o TRMT YR TN (2011-12)
o TR GUd PI b
o o 3MYfp T Yo b Ty YT & 8

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS mm e .Nsr.m]

IIIIIIII CES

. ﬁ%mﬁ;cmm%aarmﬂﬁaauaﬁﬁww@mﬁﬁﬁaﬁmw%
4. 9% YR ¥ forg = ar T@an @
I ER I BRCI R CAR M S U S
o Wiz i Fiofg @Reer)
o NISThINIT Yo
o fag® @1 fayg
o SfTRISHA gl
. ST B! BT TIYTIAT BT THITAd B Fobell 3, WD SIdl SHSHTRIT ot § IRATHD TRaci
& SR Y TR @ |
AT

YRA & AP Wil b U SETaee &1 ' IS iRgata snyFSIH v &1 sraxddhd $i Ure faerd |
Safe HRd BT ST UMl AT 3R S8R @, e THT T Tl 31 @ e, - o o [RM MR T, Suai
ORI, SATATRSG & A0 H SfeR1d, 3R HITH THrEeH & HHf — U S Hifd Bt il o
YT A & | ot § SeT-Tanferd oo Trea & URd & IS Sfiche! &t fayiaar ok afyes fayaan
e & oY SRV Gid 1 3R BT 3R STl URE Rl B Holgd BT aad gil|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY : SMESTALG A HRA & AP ,
& fore 39 Afgardl & == B3 (150 W)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



[ Vishv ‘.(Q
UMIYA

Foundation

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

VUF
INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

Page : 07 : GS 2 : Social Justice / Prelims

ATeYfSTd TRRT Tt 3Tt ST (LASI) & 3 s! BT IUTNT B §U U gIIerT 31eqd- HRd & dlect
(100+ TY) o TATRA, g et 3R HFFER Y] W UHI STedl ¢ | dfs URA & 2050 TP A1 B! Il gt
GRTSR" TS B T SFHH B, SR HiIw I Frdifeh TR, JgTaT U 3TR IS TR

Fifeal & STHR 7 & e 37 e & THIHT Heayul ¢ | Fshs Jad R SHTEIC! &1 dTdhd 3R HHSNE!

I Bl ISR B €, o1l Uiy 3R W IY 9 & fo1Y HIRATS TG Fab T I ¢ |

Sunil Rajpal
Shreya Ronanki

he oldest-olds group (especially

centenarians, aged 100+ years)

can offer valuable insights and

learnings towards
understanding longevity via health and
healthcare behaviour, social security,
dietary patterns, and lifestyle habits.
While research investments aimed at
understanding the secrets to longevity
have grown substantially in high-income
countries, developing and populous
nations such as India are yet fo witness
such research advancements.

Although India’s traditional knowledge
systems hold abundant insights into
longevity characteristics, persistent gaps
in research and reliable stati C
to hinder efforts to decode existing
wisdom. A recently-published paper on
profiling the health and well-being of
centenarians, ing data from the
Longitudinal Ageing Study of India (LASD)
offer some learnings.

Health markers

India's sample centenarians reveal
striking patterns of superior health
markers and resilience. Interestingly,
most were found to be in good health,
reflecting optimal biomarker profiles.
More than half ) of centenarians
had a normal Body Mass Index (BMI),
while about 41% were underweight.
Further, more than 91% of centenarians
(100% of female centenarians) had a
normal waist circumference. The absence
of overweight and
high-waist-circumference centenarians in
the sample clearly indicates the
importance of weight management and
lean lllcsulcs (dietary r¢ and

Shades of gre ll be home to the highest
policy attention. BN NISSAR

routine. Active policy engagement in this
regard has to start now, to mitigate the
‘health burden in the coming decades.

Activities of daily living
Only about a third of the centenarians
reported difficulties with basic activities
of daily living (ADLS), including walking

complex instrumental activities of daily
living posed s barriers. A large

ity) for a healthier .md

Chronic ailments that dominate
discussions of ageing were virtually
absent, with zero cases of high
cholesterol, stroke, or heart disease, and
only a few with diabetes (1.7%). More than
90% of centenarians had never consumed
alcohol, and about 68% had never
smoked tobacco. Collectively, these
findings highlight the absence of major
risk factors as a defining marker of
longevity. Global studies have also
observed that centenarians either
completely avoid or markedly delay the
onset of chronic diseases.

These findings add heft to th

Advancements in modern technology
can also be leveraged to provide remote
support, as well as

Learning from centenarians: new
study unvelils secrets of longevity

Healthy diets, active lifestyle, avoiding tobacco and alcohol, and social connectedness foster longevity, according to the findings from the

Longitudinal Ageing Study of India; more scientific and policy-based ageing research however, is needed, as India’s senior population continues to grow

number of centenarians {superagers) by 2050 therefore, the subject domain warrants timely research and

emotional well-being. Finally, a high
well-being rating by the oldest-olds also
indicates the of mental

geriatric aids and equipment to manage
urgent healthcare needs.

Finally, a focus on improving social
security nets for the oldest-old is critical
to promote paid caregiving, along with
enhancing the self-respect and subjective
well-being derived from financial
autonomy.

Well-bei

struggled with
housework (88.9%), m.magmg money
(83.3%), making
(75%), and finding addresses (69.

From a gender perspective, the hnduus
are alarming, as most of the sample
centenarians were female widows from
rural areas.

‘The duality of resilience in health but
dependence in daily function carries
direct implications for ageing-related
policies. The findings warrant sustained
efforts towards promoting formal
caregiving, community-based day-care
services, accessible transport, nursing,
and ambulalory care, These ADL

s also indicate the

. profile
Subjective self-assessments are known to
e important markers of longevity.
Several studies have shown that people
with positive ratings toward self-health
assessment and life satisfaction levels
‘have a higher likelihood of better health
markers and a longer life. The majority of
the sample centenarians in India
expressed moderate (36.8%) and high
(51.2%) levels of satisfaction with their
lives. More than 75% of the sample
centenarians bc]icwd that they were
healthy and happ:
Such nndmg< pmm towards the need

to promote discussions around

socialisation activities and

calls from experts to shift the public
health discourse in India in order to
promote healthy dietary habits and an
active lifestyle at the population level,
especially among older adults in urban
areas. Nutrition policies and programmes
need to pivot toward behavioural
interventions to promote awareness of
the benefits of weight management via
healthy diets — reducing consumption of
foods containing high fat, sugar, and salt;
restricting alcohol and tobacco intake;
and developing a consistent health

ﬂl an age-based tailored approach to
providing elderly care and functioning
assistance from a policy standpoint.
Behavioural interventions are also
required to promote and destigmatise
extra-familial services, such as outside
help for formal nursing care of the
elderly, to ease the workload on family
members. This becomes especially
important for tasks that require mental
and cognitive abilities, including
managing finances and calling for help in
case of emergencies.

family care and bonding, living
arrangements, and mental health issues.
Potential pathways could be in the form of
devoted elderly day-care platforms to
encourage voluntary helping activities,
augmenting a sense of purpose, an

hence enhancing the self-assessment of
well-being.

Additionally, spiritual gatherings are an
essential platform for elderly Indians to
socialise and connect at later stages of life.
Fostering such congregations can be
beneficial for both psychological and

wellness. Possible learning points from

this could be adopting better sleep

H)Illllle\ more outdoor recreational
ivities, and limiting screen time.

India will be home to the highest number
of centenarians (superagers) by 2050;
therefore, the subject domain warran
timely research and policy attention. To
emerge as
requires a long-term perspective on

rch in longevity and well-being. The
first step forward is to build a
strengthened database on the oldest-olds,
their distribution across geographies,
demographics, and socioeconomic

oups, and their basic lifestyle habits.

India has demonstrated remarkable
success in generating reliable
demographic and health statistics on
infant births, vaccinations, and maternal
health. This capacity now needs to be
extended to longevity and scientific,
policy-based ageing research. Global
evidence indicated that longevity secrets
cut across clinical, biological,
physiological, genetic, and socioeconomic
i tors. India, with its sheer scale and
diversity, is uniquely placed to contribute
to this understanding.

(Sunil Rajpal is an assistant professor of
economics & director, Centre for Research
in Wellbeing and Happiness (CRWBH),
FLAME University, Pune.
suniL rajpal@flame.edu.in Shreya Ronanki
is research analyst, CRWBH, FLAME
University, Pune.
shreya.ronanki@flame.edu.in)
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Research investments aimed at
understanding the secrets to
longevity have grown
substantially in high-income
countries, developing and
populous nations such as India
are yet to witness such
research advancements.
Persistent gaps in research and
reliable statistics continue to
hinder efforts to decode
existing wisdom in India

v

India’s sample centenarians.
reveal striking patterns of
superior health markers and
resilience. Interestingly, most
wiere found to be in good
health, reflecting optimal
biomarker profiles. These
findings add heft to the
growing calls from experts to
shift the discourse in order to
promote healthy dietary habits
and an active lifestyle at the
population level

v

To emerge as a global
economic powerhouse requires
a long-term perspective on
researchiin longevity and
viell-being, The first step
forward isto build a
strengthened database on the
centenarians
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India’s food colouring woes and steps
being taken to combat recurring issue

Athira Elssa Johnson

India continues to face recurring episodes
of chemical adulteration in food,
particularly through the use of
non-permitted synthetic dyes. One of the
most persistent among them is auramine
0, a bright yellow industrial dye banned
under Indian food safety regulations.
Recent inspections by State food safety
departments, academic studies and even
everyday observations have again
uncovered its presence in food items.

What is auramine?

Auramine O is a synthetic yellow dye
extensively used in industry, including
textile and leather processing, printing
inks, paper manufacturing, and certain
microbiological staining procedures. It
has a vivid colour and is inexpensive, but
is not approved for use as a food colour in
India. Toxicological research has linked
its ingestion to a range of health risks,
including liver and kidney damage,
enlargement of the spleen, mutagenic
effects that can alter genetic material, and
potential carcinogenic outcomes. The
International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC) classifies auramine as a
substance that is possibly carcinogenic to
humans.

Despite longstandmg prohlbmons auramine O
continues to enter the food chain largely due to
its easy availability and low cost. GETTY IMAGES

Despite longstanding prohibitions,
auramine continues to enter the food
chain largely due to its easy availability
and low cost. Industrial-grade colours are
sold informally in local markets, and
small-scale sweet makers or vendors often
rely on these unlabelled powders because
they provide a bright, appealing yellow
that mimics saffron, turmeric, or
permitted synthetic colours. In many
cases, producers remain unaware of
regulatory restrictions or view
enforcement as avoidable.

While the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, provides stringent provisions
af_gainst adulteration, enforcement

remains uneven due to variations in
laboratory capacity, staffing, and
surveillance systems across States.

The Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) periodically
intensifies sampling, surveillance, and
enforcement efforts, particularly during
festive seasons when colour adulteration
peaks. Several States have launched
targeted drives against illegal colourants,
leading to seizures of unlabelled dye
packets and prosecution of violating
units. Alongside enforcement, awareness
programmes for small food
manufacturers and street vendors are
being expanded to encourage safer
manufacturing practices. There is also a
push to strengthen laboratory
infrastructure and develop rapid testing
kits that can detect industrial dyes at the
point of sale.

Eliminating auramine O from the food
chain will require a multilayered
approach. This includes tighter regulation
of chemical markets selling industrial
dyes, sustained community-level
education for small manufacturers,
broader deployment of easy-to-use testing
tools, and stronger penalties for chronic
violators. Consumer education will also
be crucial.

(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)
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hy India struggles to clear its air

s shaped b

India confronts a recurring pollution cri

 quick fixes such as cloud seeding, smog towers and odd-even rules; fragmented air-quality governance,

scattered accountability and short-term political incentives keep long-term progress out of reach

FULL CON

Ajay Singh Nagpure

ach winter, as Delhi slips back

into its familiar grey haze, India

reaches for the same set of quick

fixes, treating the pollution
crisis as if it were temporary. Cloud
seeding, smog towers, water sprinkling,
odd-even rules, and festival crackdowns
reappear in a predictable cycle. These are
all high-visibility steps that promise
urgency, but they change little on the
ground (or in the air).

Public debate breaks down just as
quickly: scientists are blamed for weak
solutions, politicians for weak will, and
administrators for blindly importing
Western ideas. There is some truth in
each charge, but none explains the full
picture by itself. Over the last couple of
weeks in Delhi, the public response has
also included small public protests. In the
November 24 edition, 50-60 protesters
gathered near India Gate under heavy
security presence; the police eventually
detained five people, even though the
protests were peaceful.

Slices of control

The repeat pattern of short-term
interventions points lo a suuauul flan
the country’s air-qu.
scientists, governments, regulators, cities,
and communities — operate largely on
their own. With no clear ownership or
shared authority, lasting progress remains
elusive.

This disconnect is no accident; instead,
itis the product of how India’s i
governance has taken shape. Unlike
countries such as the U.S., the UK.,
Japan, or China, where strong national
laws and empowered regulators drove
decades of steady progress, India’s system
has been fragmented from the start. The
responsibility for clean air is scattered
across a long list of bodies: rhc Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change; the Central Pollution Control
Board; the State Pollution Control Boards;
the Commission for Air Quality
Management; the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee; municipal bodies such as the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi and the
New Delhi Municipal Council; and various
State departments overseeing agriculture,
transport, industry and energy. Sectoral
agencies such as the National Highway
Authority of India, the Public Works
Department, the power distribution
companies, and planning authorities add
yet more layers.

Each agency oversees a slice of the
problem, and no single institution holds

and postpone politically risky reforms.
They also fit comfortably within annual
budgets, unlike long-term investments in
clean fuel, waste systems, or industrial
upgrades.

This is why cloud seeding, smog
towers, water sprinkling, and odd-even
schemes return each winter: they are
inexpensive to announce, easy to deploy,
and rarely provoke resistance
(notwithstanding the recent protests).
Tools such as anti-smog guns and festival
crackdowns help officials demonstrate
responsiveness, even if they do little for
public health. In effect, these
interventions serve the politics of
pollution more than the science of it,
masking structural failures with
momentary action, while public exposure
to harmful air remains largely unchanged.

Two traps

Another reason India’s pollution response
struggles is what can be called the
intellectual trap: the belief that solutions
conceived within elite institutions,
think-tanks, muluLnerdl agencies, or tup
scientific i will
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Fight for rights: People protesting against air pollution near the India Gate in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

practices” without redesigning them for
Indian realities. Many of these models
come from cities with abundant
resources, stable public finance, strong
regulatory credibilif d high
institutional trust. When adopted
wholesale, these approaches often carry
assumptions that do not hold in India
consistent enforcement, reliable public
transport, low informal activity, or

‘Technologies and regulations that
function smoothly in European or East
Asian settings encounter vastly different
constraints in India’s donsv

bourhood: i g
spaces and mers!relched agenues. The
issue is not the foreign origin of ideas but
the lack of adaptation.

Together, the intellectual trap and
Western trap shape a policy environment
where strategies acquire their legitimacy
by sounding sophisticated or globally
aligned rather than by being grounded in
how Indian institutions actually work.
They produce initiatives that attract
.menuon secure fundm[., and generate

s, yet struggle to

translate into effective action on the
lean-air

d by people who are
analytically rigorous but often removed
from the day-to-day realities of municipal
administration, enforcement bottlenec!
informal economies, and political
constraints. Their proposals may be
technically sound, but they frequently
umim estimate the complexity of
ion in cities that lack staff,

full authority or full ac y for
air-quality outcomes. The result i |s uneven
enforcement across States, weak
inter-state coordination in the National
Capital Region, and frequent
contradictions between court orders,
Union government directives, and local
decisions.

budgets, regulatory continuity, or even
basic record-keeping. As a result, many
“expert-designed” strategies rarely move
beyond pilot stages or are adopted
without the institutional scaffolding they
need to succeed.

This disconnect becomes clearer when

Policymakers also face real ¢

these ideas the lived systems

‘The environmental powers are
constitutionally shared, budgets and
staffing are uneven, and judi pressure
often pushes immediate action over
long-term planning. In a system where
many actors are involved but none is
empowered to lead, progress becomes
slow, inconsistent, and e §I|y overtaken

that actually produce pollutio: ittered
governance, informal construction

practices, diesel-dependent freight,
I'mgmemed land markets, and the
economic pressures faced by farmers,
transporters, and small industries. Elite
policy frameworks tend to assume a level
of administrative capacity and social

by short-term, high-vi: y
that step in to fill the «nmmamo vacuum.
The dominance of \Imu term
measures is not simply the result of weak
institutions: it reflects the incentives that
drive Indian governance. Quick fixes
allow governments to show visible action
within a single news cycle, avoid
confronting powerful sectors such as
construction, transport, and agriculture,

c iance that simply does not exist
uniformly across Indian cities. They focus
on what should \mrk in theory rather

50, lhcy risk producing policies that are
on paper but for

the institutions expected to implement
them.
The second Lluwruun is the Western

scale or endure. Many fade quietly after a
few months when confronted with
routine bureaucratic churn, unclear
mandates or resistance from stakeholders
whose behaviour the policy sought to
change. In the process, India’s clean-air
agenda becomes heavy on conceptual
ambition but light on operational traction

a landscape of ideas that travel well but
land poorly.

Indian constraints
Escaping the intellectual and Western
traps means learning from global and

expert ideas as well as accepting that even

strong solutions must be redesigned for
India’s administrative and social realities.
‘That requires institutions capable of
planning beyond election cycles,
coordinating across sectors, and staying
focused even when political priorities
shift.

For this, India needs clearer rules
about who leads on air quality, who is
accountable, and how decisions move
between national, State, and municipal
levels. A modern clean-air law with
explicit mandates could create this basic
clarity. The goal is not another powerful
regulator but a coordinating body that
can be trusted enough to align policies,
resolve routine jurisdictional overlaps,
and make sure |n|plmncmauon remains
steady. Public access to ¢ ance data

to build staff, maintain monitoring
systems, and sustain long-term
programmes instead of reacting to crises.

Effective institutions also need the right
expertise. India needs a professional layer
of science managers, i.e. people who
understand science, governance, and
political constraints, and can convert
knowledge into workable, context-specific
decisions. Their role is not to generate
more studies but to adapt existing insights
to local capag guide ministries through
complex transitions, and keep reforms
coherent despite bureaucratic turnover.
Without this bridging function, India's
scientific strengths, including its models,
sensors, and analytical tools, remain
disconnected from day-to-day
decision-making.

What India lacks, ultimately, is not
ideas but alignment: between amhlunn
and capacity, between what experts
recommend and what institutions can
actually enforce. Imported frameworks
and elite prescriptions often fail because
they assume levels of staffing,
coordination, and public compliance that
vary widely across States and cities.
Indian solutions must therefore begin
with Indian constraints: uneven
municij ity, informal labour
markets, competing development
pressures, and diverse regional priorities.
Policies must be designed to be
implementable, not just elegant, which
means they must be built around what
agencies can realistically enforce, what
communities will accept, and what local
budgets can support. Without this

= L 4 et

will

continue to stall once they leave
conference rooms and meet real-world
conditions.

What India needs

Clean air is not a seasonal aspiration: it is
essential to public health, economic
productivity and basic functioning of
cities. India can learn from global
experience and from its own scientific
advances, but lasting progress depends
on institutions and policies shaped for
Indian conditions. Technology may offer
moments of relief but only governance
built for India’s complexity can deliver
durable change. The tools exist and the
demand for cleaner air is unmistakable.
Thus, what India needs now is the
confidence to design solutions that reflect
its own realities and the commitment to
sustain them Iong enough to make the air

and visible enforcement would make
environmental rules credible while stable
multi-year funding would allow agencies

Afay S. Nagpure is an urban systems
scientist at the Urban Nexus Lab at
Princeton University

THE G

v

India’s repeat cycle of cloud
seeding, smog towers,
odd-even rules and festival
crackdowns reflects a
structural flaw in air-quality
governance, where
responsibilities are scattered
across many bodies and no
institution has full authority or
accountability.

v

India’s response is weakened
by the ‘intellectual trap’ and
the ‘Western trap’ — expert
and global ideas that look
good on paper but fail in
practice because they don't
account for India’s limited
municipal capacity, informal
economies, and complex
political and administrative
realities.

v

What India needs is institutions.
designed for Indian

constraints: clearer rules on
who leads, a moden clean-air
law with explicit mandates,
steady multi-year funding,
credible enforcement, public
access to compliance data, and
science managers who can
bridge science with governance
and politics.
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ST, UMl SRR UTaeie Uioiae ST X8l § 1 $1a-ad & GRM &g ol g
4. i3t Se
SfraTfad afye Fatay T SR fawa 81 STt § Fifes o T &

. TOIEd UadA

. Taywig Ieee uRagA

. S o fayeadn

. HH ARG &7 B Tl

I BT USaT & | 3 b fo, fadeh Ty 3l ke | IR d § Afp TR a8t ¥ IaRA & |

5. HRd D1 URMHI-® dRAfaHarg
T GUR P HaLIHT 6;

. CIPIA® dIoHT g H e IR (19 96 9 W)

. TTY-TOTERTT A | Adcd 3R Slaeca! )R Wy fad
o 3IUTEH 3R AR SeT d% wraei-d Ugd
. R "I UeEE S IS S B TN B 1Y, RIS i & 3dle o 9%d &
. HRAH eI P aRAdH ©T F T B & ford a1 it 918 78 §
TR YHTT HETah e 3R &l & o TTad TRl g |
oI

3T BT T T B & oI URA o1 Ty faIRY a1 NNl o1 HHt & HRUT ! 8, Sfeh Tied Sdecal,
& 1 HHT 3R eDICTD Ao UIeTe-l & TYd & HRUT ¢ | STaich dRd JUR &0 e<adl Uem
FRd €, I U G, HRA-fARIY Irg-Turen IR g &1 wfawiiid 781 &R Tahd 8 | W g1 U $A
o forg ST TRITTA Tyl 5Tl § T HRATs, SIS HIfd Aled, RIad !, TRERI uad-
3R URA &1 TRmaf®, nfdfe iR wmiie arafawarstt & fAfed Tt &t smawadar gt g1 feerss
YR Tt R § T8 afess YR 1 Sifeddl & 3y fARaR XM ¥ e
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
WY: 91 T[UTaIT Yae= ATHT (CAQM) & IR § fAaAfarad 31 «R faar a3
1. 39T SIS & faeell, dorr, BRI, ISR 3R UfEH IR YT R B
2. I8 IS4 SR g AMRIT TSR BI e IR R Fabal § SR T A S U § Sreai ]
3. U8 39S 253 & dgd U AaUTHe Fem g
SR A A B A1/ HY TE 2/2?
A. Had 1 3R 2
B. %dd 2 3R 3
C.%ad 1 3R 3
D. 1,2 3R 3

37N : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question
UY: HRA B I UGVl Jhe Th dh-1d! THT HH 3R AR D! JHWT 3 § | Td] BT (150 Ted)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




>
Vishv @
UMIYA

Foundation

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS { | @ Rermure

Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis

ovember 21, 2025 will go down as a
N milestone in India’s journey of Viksit

Bharat — a day when the much awaited
Four Labour Codes were made effective by the
Government of India. India has taken a giant leap
in labour rights with the implementation of four
modernised Labour Codes (the Code on Wages,
2019, the Industrial Relations Code, 2020, the
Code on Social Security, 2020 and the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions (OSH) Code, 2020). These reforms
create a fair, modern and future-ready labour
ecosystem — one that empowers workers,
enhances enterprise competitiveness and
strengthens India’s path towards a Viksit Bharat
and Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

India’s labour framework has evolved
gradually over several decades, leading to the
creation of multiple pieces of legislation
operating across different time periods and
economic contexts. While these laws have played
an important role in shaping employment
relations, the growing size and diversity of India’s
workforce brought to the fore the need for
simplification and consolidation. The Second
National Commission on Labour recommended
grouping existing laws into broader functional
codes. Extensive consultations with industry,
employers, trade unions and State governments
between 2015 and 2019 led to these four
comprehensive Labour Codes being enacted.

A workforce that is both large and young
India today has one of the world’s largest and
youngest workforces, with more than 643 million
workers, and is expected to contribute nearly
two-thirds of new global workforce entrants in
the coming years, as in the World Economic
Forum. Recent labour market trends point to a
positive momentum: between 201718 and
2023-24, India created 16.83 crore jobs, the
unemployment rate declined from 6% to 3.2%,
and formal employment expanded significantly.
Given that a large share of India’s workforce
still remains in the informal sector, the need for a
simplified and coherent labour framework has
been particularly important to help extend
protections and improve productivity of the
unorganised sector. The coverage under the Code

—
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The Four
Labour Codes
will result in a
modern labour
regulatory
system that
supports the
growing
dynamism of
the Indian
economy

for Social Security has been extended to the
unorganised sector also. These developments
reflect the growing dynamism of the economy
and emphasise the need for a modern labour
regulatory system that supports this trajectory.

For workers, the Labour Codes provide a
stronger and more consistent set of protections.
Universal minimum wages, a national floor wage,
mandatory appointment letters, timely payment
of wages, and clear rules on working hours
—including the 48-hour work week — reinforce
fairness and security. The OSH Code’s emphasis
on safety committees, free preventive health
check-ups and improved workplace standards
strengthens the focus on well-being and
productivity.

The Code on Social Security, 2020 provides for
universal Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) coverage with no geographic
restrictions, streamlined Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF) procedures for quicker resolutions,
and support for the construction sector through
simplified cess payments. It also establishes a
National Social Security Fund for various worker
categories.

Another major reform under these codes is the
simplification of compliance requirements. The
shift to single registration, single licence and
single return significantly reduces administrative
burdens, particularly for micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSME). A uniform
definition of wages introduces clarity across
multiple laws, helping reduce disputes and
improving predictability in wage-related
calculations. Decriminalisation of minor offences
and the introduction of digital processes such as
algorithm-based inspections encourage
transparency and trust-based compliance.

Preparing for the future of work

India’s workforce is diversifying, with the rapid
growth of gig and platform-based employment,
flexible working models and digital-enabled
livelihoods. In this context, the Social Security
Code’s inclusion of gig and platform workers is
timely. With the size of this workforce expected
to grow from one crore in 2024-25 to 2.35 crore
by 2029-30, establishing a framework for social
protection is a forward-looking measure that

Enabling a modern and future-ready labour ecosystem

aligns with the changing nature of work.

The Codes also emphasise formalisation,
which remains vital for long-term economic
progress. Clearer rules, standardised definitions
and transparent processes encourage more
enterprises to enter the formal economy and help
extend protections to a larger share of the
workforce.

A boost for women in the workforce
‘Women'’s participation in the workforce has
improved yet remains below its potential.
According to the International Labour
Organization’s India Employment Report 2024,
India’s female labour force participation rate
stands at 32.8%. The Labour Codes help
strengthen the enabling environment by
reinforcing equal remuneration, enhancing
maternity benefits and expanding social
protection to unorganised, gig and platform
workers. The OSH Code also allows women to
work at night with their consent and has
adequate safety arrangements, thereby widening
opportunities across several sectors. Together,
these provisions support greater access and
continuity of employment for women as the
economy evolves, A modern labour framework
must balance the need for worker protection with
the requirements of a competitive business
environment. The Labour Codes aim to provide
this balance by offering clearer industrial
relations norms and faster dispute resolution,
while ensuring that workers have access to
essential rights, safety and social security. This
balanced approach supports investment,
promotes stability and helps strengthen India’s
position in global value chains.

The next few days will be crucial as the
implementation process for these Codes moves
forward. It will be important for States to align
with the minimum thresholds and guiding
principles laid out in the Codes to ensure
uniformity and clarity across the country. After
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms, this
represents one of the most significant structural
reforms. This reform momentum should
continue, supporting greater investments, and
thereby contributing to higher employment
generation in the country.

Y| (250 TS

GS. Paper 3RIEGIRREREIER)]
UPSC Mains Practice Question : BRI LRSI AICIEuE bR R ke kg
SnYf@IHvor # TP Wi o1 IR T 1 36T 81 57 Afearst @ ug fa=ivansi
TR Tl B 3R YIS, ST 3R HIRA & Sfdfe fae R 391 Juifad wuTa &1
fa=ayor #3191y &, ITF Frataa= # A arell oA F STARHATES i

Haaf:

HRA WRBR A 21 TdaR, 2025 DI dd GHY J wifeid IR 4H Higarsil sl dr] fovar, S Sieeet & §1G Tob @
IREATES FUR g1 A Wi - Aoigd (2019), SRS WY (2020), ATHISIS JRET (2020), 3R LI
(2020) - 29 HEI YH B B TP IRAGd, I Gid H JAfhd Bl ¢ | YR & I gl & ol a9
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3R I8 ga1 Hrad # W TH 811 & W1, 37 JURT BT I 41 A BT YD 1, SIIUTe gl Bl
HY AT AR SIS, T 3R Wehid 4! o YRET U BT ¢ | 37 dfgarshi ¥ fasRid yRa &t
3R YR & IRA &1 T = 3R e goa gaensil § ufauui@dd g &1 3G |

q@1 fazayor
1. 99 GURI Bt azadmar &l At
TfEd R QT ST
. UGA YH ST fAfid gom, &t SR oI - e Tauf & s-e e 9|
o 3B ST SR, 3 U a1y, GhgHaTell 3R Fame SiAfadr BT R 1|
gl HRITd 3R ASHIR B dgerd! Ppid
. HRAH 643 i 4fte € S sFiueiie &7 § U ST e g

o R ATIR, Wiy ad, Tl B i8d & Sd & [l JrTfoldh YRET & U Ul B IRl
ot

« 2017-18 ¥ 2023-24 & &9, HRA A ¢4
o 16.83 BIS 78 BT
o SRIGRI H 6% ¥ 3.2% &t IRTae

o SNTAR® AR FT fodR: 37 Jead & U e Jed 3R Waidpd HamHd aid Hi
S{TaRgen T ot

2. IR 4¥ Afgarsii ot g7 fawang
(A) da Hfgr, 2019
. TTfed SR srimfed Tt ffent & fore wrdaifies =gas Hergd |
o I T H THEUd AT B & forT APy TR W Foigd
. A Fyfad U3, 99 IR Heigst Y |
. 48'HC B B Y 3R HH P Hel TR Wyl
(B) 3N way wfgar, 2020
. O3 gAEE A, faare T, et 3R Sedt ufsharsil B YouafRyd Rl g
. TP I YHDT & AABRI BT & Hd §U FIIMA! & forg gafgaadt Uar =1 5|
(C) THTToTeR FRed Hfedr, 2020
. IS STHSATSHT Havel - DIy HRNTTS Ufday a1
. IR THTYH & U Wefigpa SHuw ufan
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. TR wiewd SR srinfed siffel o fore g arTfores R S|
. T st & forg aafta a9de, Wefied Sus uferam|
(D) 3THTT (AT T, WA 3R R FRAfeai) +1s, 2020
. HERE TR, FaRS Wy Wi, JRem 9ifadl W) & |
. Tigemsii & geufa 3R vafe JRem Sur & WY A H BT B B AR a1 2
. I H TP JAH SRR AFD |
3. IXAIHIVT 3R ATUR HIA F T
. Uehd Ui, Tohdl A5y, Uhel Red — U@ SFurer 84|
. TAENNeEH-3nyRRd fEfted e tReRfar iR SWee I 1 HH - B
o BIC MR BT IR-HIRTENBROT — fIYT- e M DT IG1aT &l 5|
o O B U JHM URHTST — TN, 999, Tl 0T & faare! &) HH Bl g
Y IUN IR &0 I THUIUHS &1 Aeg HRd &, off SRR Sied 91 SFUTe & 91y Juy $d ¢ |
4. Yf¥re TIEUT 3R FHedT0l B Hoigd HIAT
¥¢ 8¢ 49 3fiopR
. 3o Hogd, Siueies fgfad U, @R & & °e, IR sriwd|
. IUUG/ATHSMRE arHl 9% dgar Ugd|
LR IGIRIG)|
. IS IAIET & DI Y& YGH P g, Sl URA B HRITA BT ATHT 90% |

.« 7 3R WewiH ghd (2024-25 § 1 BIUS J TP 2029-30 TP 2.35 HRIS B4 Bl IHG §) DI
IR R&f & ded T 141 § — HRIg S # Ugel SR

5. Afgarel & wrfad 1 Urfier) &) ggrar
. ISudan fgar vaaate RUlé 2024 & AR, AR TUH R = 32.8%|
. @IS gigastt o UriteR) &I serar 3d &
o MUY
o TSIgd A A1
o YRET IU & T [d DI UTell DT SFIHI T
o SR/ afgan st & fow wrie Rem uge: 3 fein-gaash o1 aoiRl & iR
gCad Bl g2 &
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6. HRd & faord uy & foru fAfgand
roaTiaar 3R Idrgdmar
. WY YRUNIY, HHSIhd Uiohany 3R fefoed uftans Sem! o liuamies srieawil § Javl o+ &
T Tiefed et 8, ITahdr, Aolg 3R B 3FUTeH & YR B! 8
af¥® wfereauteorearn
. MYFF Y7 AFES AP T gaarsll # URA B He@wignedl BT 9HdT I ©, Hifd Sgupra
Sy gatgaT-a o fFawt iR sfiye o Rem & yer H g
WEPRY Wearg gl
. Thd PG I5T-TR A T, drareil 3R gad emdrs R R sRar gl
o AT THYAT YHTEd PR o 7T Il D1 el Wigarsii & A WG 1 Al
1. ST AR
o U & T ST Se-il AFES Tb<) BT YRET BT HHSIR IR b g
o A oafy & AR T A w1 5¢ I 3|
2. fir adr wave anft oft ifta @
o gmmiﬂﬁm gy g, TETed el aRdfg® arH Hiaw & FaEl ok HieT W R wd
|
3. ¥4l gRT st A &
o SRHM AT AP THEUT Bl HHGR HR Febdl g |
4. BTH & °S T B JUTGT

o TTdife s U I 48 °e T THd 8, 3R TR FHEIR § o A=t urial J 2y g1
Thdl g

THI

IR 47 Afgdei BT HRaaT YR & 48 I § Th GRaAHHR! HeH ¢, ST ga-T Had sieac! &
YA W B A Tl § | A BT B AR SIHR, FTHTOID GRET BT [IEIR B, AR B T ST P
ST TP 3R HH & T U DI AT G, Afgarshi &1 I U Adford, Hias & forg dur o
gikfRufaest d ST B | BT, S Thadr U Isu-%aR1g wrafagd, el & g Sieewdr 3R
SN, 97 3R WHR & o9 FRR Farg R Rk s3ft | afe srat e T foparfad fear onar 8, df 3 gur
YR &1 UfaufcAdmdr & HTh! Aogd R Tabd o, SHuaTRedl R JHARAT & 9gMdT ¢ I&hd g 3R
fapRd YR SR STAMHR YR & ErdapTicies EPHIT BT FHIH PR Gehdl |
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