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Governor cannot act as ‘super CM,
Tamil Nadu tells Supreme Court

The Governor is at best a ‘Tubricator’ or ‘facilitator’ but not a legislator, says Tamil Nadus counsel A.M. Singhvi; how can

Governor be interpreted as having the last word on a Bill, he asks a Presidential Reference Bench headed by CJI Gavai

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he State of Tamil
T Nadu on Thursday
countered in the

Supreme Court the version
of the Centre and BJP-ruled
States that gubernatorial
discretion is “wide”, say-
ing a Governor cannot act
as “super Chief Minister”
and there cannot be “two
swords in the same
scabbard”.

Appearing before a Pre-
sidential Reference Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai, senior ad-
vocate A.M. Singhvi said
the Governor is at best a
“lubricator”, a “facilita-
tor”, but not a legislator.

Tamil Nadu argued that
a Chief Minister and his Ca-
binet must, in the best in-
terest of democracy and
the parliamentary form of
governance, be responsi-
ble for the good gover-
nance of a State.

“A Governor is a part of
the legislative process, but
R

Court proceedings: A.M. Singhvi argues before a Bench headed by

Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai. YOUTUBE@SUPREMECOURTOFINDIA

he is not part of the legisla-
tion of the State. He is not a
legislator. He may have a
role in the legislative pro-
cess, but that too on the aid
and advice of the Council
of Ministers,” Mr. Singhvi
submitted.

He referred to the sub-
missions raised by the
Centre and States support-
ing the Presidential Refe-
rence, which has raised
questions about the time li-
mits prescribed by the
apex court in an April 8,
2025 judgment in the Ta-

mil Nadu Governor case,
noting that many dooms-
day scenarios were por-
trayed if the Governor’s
discretion under Article
200 (assent to State Bills)
was curtailed.
“Hypothetically anyth-
ing may happen. The sky
may fall on our heads. Con-
stitutional interpretations
cannot be done in the
backdrop of doomsday
predictions... A Governor
cannot have a dominating
role over the State execu-
tive or legislature,” M.

Singhvi said. Tamil Nadu
asked the Bench how a Go-
vernor could be interpret-
ed as having the last word
on a Bill.

“The power to assent,
withhold, return Bills by
the Governor is only to fa-
cilitate law-making in the
State... In responsible go-
vernments, there is no
room for the ‘general’ dis-
cretion of the Governor...
General discretion to Go-
vernor would create
chaos,” Mr. Singhvi con-
tended.

He said a Governor’s dis-
cretion to return a Bill to
the Assembly or refer to
the President were both
guided by the State
Cabinet.

“There would be situa-
tions in which the govern-
ment would want a reth-
ink. There could be a
change of policy — all these
are possibilities for the Go-
vernor to return the Bill to
the Assembly. There may
be cases where the govern-
ment itself knows the Bill

requires Presidential as-
sent or the government is
in doubt, then Governor
may refer it to the Presi-
dent,” Mr. Singhvi
explained.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, for the Centre,
made additional submis-
sions on the question
whether a State could
move the top court under
Article 32 complaining of
violation of its fundamen-
tal rights by the Governor.

“A State is the bearer of
constitutional duties, not
the holder of fundamental
rights. Therefore, a State
cannot maintain a petition
under Article 32 on the
footing that its own funda-
mental rights have been in-
fringed. A State cannot use
Article 32 to litigate funda-
mental rights in a repre-
sentative capacity,” Mr.
Mehta argued.

He also submitted that a
Governor enjoyed “com-
plete immunity” under Ar-
ticle 361 for his perfor-
mance in office.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
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Declining enrolments
The number of students enrolled in Classes 1-12 has fallen to an
all-time low of 24.69 crore in 2024-25

263 X LV
% (Figures in crores) P 7
25.18 ¥
I 248 2469

Saurce: UDISE+

School enrolment in
3-11 age group down
by 25 lakh: UDISE+

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Total enrolment of stu-
dents aged between three
and 11 in schools across In-
dia - encompassing angan-
wadi, pre-school and Class-
es 1 to 5 — dropped by
nearly 25 lakh in 2024-25
compared with the 2023-
24 figures, say the latest
Unified District Informa-
tion System for Education
Plus (UDISE+) data re-
leased by the Education
Ministry on Thursday.

The UDISE+ 2023-24 re-
port said that 12.09 crore
students enrolled in foun-
dational and preparatory
stages, which declined to
11.84 crore students, a dip
0f 24.93 lakh, in 2024-25.

The latest data show
that the total school enrol-
ment number (from Class-
es | to 12) has fallen by 11
lakh students, from 24.8
crore (202324) to 24.69
crore (2024-25), an all-time
low since 2018-19. These in-
clude students in govern-
ment, government-aided,
private and other schools.

Falling birth rates

“The decline in the enrol-
ment numbers may largely
be attributed to demo-
graphic shifts with falling
birth rates in primary
school-age population. In
addition, the decline could
also be explained in terms
of the presence of the chi
dren in pre-prima
dalone  private
tions,” a senior official in
the Ministry told The
Hindu.

Except Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and Meghalaya, all
States have achieved fertili-
ty rates below replacement
levels. “Fewer children be-
ing born may be leading to
lower enrolment,” an offi-
cial said. India’s total fertil-
ity rate (TFR) dropped to
1.91 per woman by 2021,
below the replacement le-
vel of 2.1, according to the
latest National Family
Health Survey, 2021.

Officials said that for cal-
culating parameters such
as Gross Enrollment Ratio
(GER) — the total enrol-
ment in a specific level of
education and expressed

institu-

as a percentage of the eligi-
ble official school-age pop-
ulation — the 2011 Census
data were used. “Once the
2026 Census data is availa-
ble, a lot of these projec-
tions will be modified,” the
official added.

In the 2012-13 report,
the total number of stu-
dents studying in India
from Classes I to 12 was re-
ported to be 26.3 crore. In
November 2022, when the
2021-22 data were released,
the number hovered
around 26 crore. The 2022-
23 data pegged the enrol-
ment at 25.18 crore, which
further fell to 24.8 crore in
2023-24, a drop of 6% or
1.22 crore from the 2021-22
figure.

Ministry officials have
given a disclaimer that the
reports of 2022:23 and
2023-24 are not strictly
comparable to previous
years’ because of a change
in the ‘methodology” of da-
ta collection.

Officials said there was
an increase of total enrol-
ment of students by ap-
proximately 6 lakh bet-
ween 2023-24 and 2024-25
in Classes 6 to 8. While 6.31
crore students were ac-
counted for in the 202324
report, this increased to
6.3 crore in 2024-25. Total
enrolment in Classes 9 to
12 saw an increase of
roughly 8 lakh, a spike
from 6.39 crore in 202324
to 6.48 crore in 2024-25.
While the total enrolment
has gone down, officials
said that GER has im-
proved. At middle level,
GER rose from 89.5% in
2023-24 to 90.3% in 2024-
25, while at secondary le-
vel it increased from 66.5%
in 202324 to 68.5% in
2024-25.

Lower dropouts
Dropout rates have re-
duced as those joining
school are not leaving com-
pared with earlier years. In
preparatory stages, dro-
pout rates have reduced
from 3.7% to 2.3% between
2023-24 and 2024-25. Dur-
ing the same years in mid-
dle school, dropouts re-
duced from 5.2% to 3.5%
and in secondary school
from 10.9% to 8.2%.
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Beyond science fiction: artificial wombs
and real progress of fertility treatments

Gita Aravamudan

According to reports that sur-
faced on the internet last week,
a Chinese firm announced plans
to create the world’s first preg-
nancy robot with an artificial
womb. It was fake news, and all
the major news outlets bought
it. Because it made flashy sci-fi
headlines especially in a world
where anything seems possible
with omnipresent Artificial intel-
ligence (AI).

It was fake news, and all the
major news outlets bought it.
Because it made flashy sci-fi hea-
dlines especially in a world
where anything seems possible
with omnipresent Artificial intel-
ligence (AI).

My book on surrogacy, Baby
Makers, which came out in 2016
had a chapter called Virgin Birth
and Womb Banks, where I dis-
cussed the possibilities of sex-
less reproduction and artificial
wombs which could be enabled
by cutting edge technology.

It sounded then like science
fiction. And it still remains in the
realm of science fiction. But
though we are nowhere near
producing an artificial womb
which can gestate and nurture a
human being, the research in
this field has been on-going for
quite a few years now.

More than 10 years ago when

Though we are nowhere near producing an artificial womb which can gestate
and nurture a human being, the research in this field has been on-going for quite
a few years now. ISTOCKPHOTO

1 was researching my book, I
read about Hung-Ching Liu, Pro-
fessor of Reproductive Medi-
cine at Cornell University, U.S.,
who had engineered endome-
trial tissue by prompting cells to
grow in an artificial uterus. Ap-
parently, he was also able to suc-
cessfully implant and grow the
embryo of a mouse. In another
experiment, Liu used cultured
cells collected from a woman’s
womb and created an artificial
womb using a scaffolding. Inside
this womb he planted fertilised
embryos left over from IVF cy-
cles. In six days, the eggs im-
planted in it just as they would in
areal womb. But his experiment
had to end just 14 days later as

researchers were not allowed to
grow foetuses in the lab for more
than 14 days. In other parts of
the world too, exciting research
was going on in this field. In Ja-
pan, goat foetuses were grown
in a prototype womb. In New
South Wales, an artificial womb
designed to give birth to live
sharks was successfully tested.

Womb replacement surgery
Meanwhile, by 2014, womb re-
placement surgery had become
a reality. Five women from Swe-
den and 11 from the U.K. had
their wombs replaced. Two of
the women had wombs donated
by their mothers.

The first baby born from a

womb transplant was in Sweden
in 2014. Since then, around 135
such transplants have been car-
ried out in over a dozen coun-
tries, including the United
States, China, France, Germany,
India, and Turkiye. Approxi-
mately 65 babies have been born
as a result of such transplants.
Galaxy Care Hospital in India
has also achieved success with
uterine transplants and has deli-
vered babies from transplanted
wombs.

As of now, artificial wombs
are being used mainly to nurture
preterm babies. The babies are
placed in bio bags and float in a
liquid mimicking the amniotic
fluid found in natural wombs.
An artificial placenta, which is
connected to the umbilical cord,
provides oxygen and nutrients.

Experiments are also on to
try and produce eggs and sperm
from stem cells.

(Gita Aravamudan is an auth-
or and independent journalist
who writes on gender issues. gi-
ta.aravamudan@gmail.com)
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juncture. The task is dual: expand access for

the millions who are underserved, while
ensuring affordability amid rising costs. This
needs an integrated framework, strengthening
insurance, leveraging scale, embedding
prevention in primary care, accelerating digital
adoption, enabling regulatory clarity, and
unlocking sustained investment. Through a
systemic, interconnected approach, India can
build a health-care model that is inclusive,
financially viable, and globally aspirational.

l ndia’s health-care system stands at a defining

Insurance as the foundation of affordability
Pooling risk remains the most effective way to
make costly care accessible. Even modest
premiums — ¥5,000 to ¥20,000 for individuals or
%10,000 to ¥50,000 for families — can unlock
coverage worth several lakhs, shielding
households from catastrophic financial shocks.
Yet, penetration remains low: only 15%-18% of
Indians are insured, with the premium-to-GDP
ratio at 3.7% compared to the global average of
7%. The gap is significant, but so is the
opportunity, as gross written premiums already
stand at $15 billion in 2024 and are projected to
grow at over 20% CAGR till 2030.

Affordability cannot rest on insurance alone.
True impact comes when payers, providers and
patients partner, expanding coverage, embracing
prevention and making insurance a tool for
everyday health security, not just a crisis shield.

India’s health-care system has mastered
something that the world is only now beginning
to appreciate — delivering quality care at
extraordinary scale. Where an MRI in the West
may handle seven to eight scans a day, in India
the same machine manages many times that
volume. This ability to stretch resources without
diluting quality is not coincidence. It is the
product of decades of ingenuity in doctor-patient
ratios, workflow design, and infrastructure use.

The next leap is clear: extend this efficiency to
India’s vast heartland. Tier-2 and tier-3 cities
remain underserved, yet they represent the true
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Health care in
India is at an
inflection point
and must move
from being a
privilege to
becoming every
Indian’s righ[

frontier. If India can replicate its urban efficiency
in these geographies, it will not just close the
access gap. It could set a global benchmark for
how scale, innovation and inclusion can reshape
health care.

Schemes such as Ayushman Bharat (Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, or PM-JAY) have
redefined access. Covering nearly 500 million
people, with %5 lakh a family for advanced care,
PM-JAY has enabled millions of cashless
treatments in both public and private hospitals.
Its impact is visible: timely cancer treatments for
beneficiaries have increased by nearly 90%.

Expanding private hospital participation in
government-backed schemes is essential to reach
the next 500 million. But this must be anchored
in fair reimbursements and transparent
processes, ensuring viability for providers and
real value for patients.

Prevention as the most powerful cost-saver
A study in Punjab revealed a stark reality — even
insured families faced catastrophic expenses on
diabetes, hypertension, and other
non-communicable disease (NCD) outpatient
care. The solution is two-fold: redesign insurance
to include outpatient and diagnostics, and launch
a nationwide push for prevention. But this is
incomplete without public participation.

Alongside payers and providers, people must
embrace a preventive mindset — controlling risks,
staying alert and raising awareness. Every rupee
in healthier lifestyles saves multiples in
treatment. If schools, employers, communities
and citizens rally behind prevention, India can
blunt the looming tsunami of NCDs and secure a
healthier future.

India was early to adopt telemedicine and is
now pushing boundaries with Artificial
Intelligence. Tools that detect early signs of
sepsis, triage diagnostic reports, or enable remote
consultations are already in practice. These
innovations not only improve patient outcomes
but also optimise the productivity of doctors and
nurses.

Building health for 14 billion Indians

Digital health is also democratising access.
Remote consultations mean that a cardiologist in
a metropolitan city can guide treatment for a
patient in a village that is hundreds of kilometres
away. Combined with the government’s
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, such
innovations could enable universal health records
and continuity of care across the country.

Regulation and trust as the missing link
Health-care innovations are promising, but
challenges persist. Insurers in New Delhi are
considering a 10%-15% premium hike due to
pollution-driven respiratory illnesses which
shows how environmental factors raise
health-care costs. Without safeguards, such
pressures could hit affordability for millions. This
is where regulation is crucial. The Finance
Ministry has urged the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India (IRDAI) to
strengthen claims of settlement and grievance
redress, recognising that trust drives insurance
penetration. Without confidence in fair and
transparent claims, households will not prioritise
health insurance. Robust regulation, paired with
fair pricing, is essential to deepen coverage and
build confidence.

In 2023, India’s health sector drew $5.5 billion
in private equity and venture capital, fuelling
digital health, pharmacy networks, and hospitals.
But capital remains skewed toward metros. The
true test is directing this to tier-2 and tier-3 cities,
building primary networks, and training
specialists so that growth translates into
inclusion.

India’s health care is at an inflection point.
Insurance must cover everyday care, providers
must scale efficiently, prevention must cut
long-term costs, and technology must drive
access. With aligned investment and bold
public-private partnerships, we can design a
system that is not episodic or exclusionary, but
universal, resilient, and sustainable. Health care
must move from being a privilege to becoming
every Indian’s ri&ht.
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'Which sectors are worst hit by tariffs?

How high are the new US. tariffs on Indian exports? Which sectors are likely to feel the most pain? What has been the immediate impact on shrimp, textiles,

and jewellery? Which sectors are likely to face only a modest impact? What short-term support is the government planning?

EXPLAINER

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:
he 50% tariffs imposed by the
U.S. on imports from India
came into effect on August 27,
sending ripples through the
Indian economy and the government.
Several sectors, many of them
labour-intensive, have the U.S. as a major
export destination, and many are already
seeing a significant dip in demand. The
government is cognisant of this and is
devising a plan to support these sectors,
at least in the short term.

How do we know which sectors will
be worst affected?

The intensity of the impact of tariffs can
be arrived at by looking at three metrics
in combination: the amount exported to
the U.S. in absolute terms, the share of
the U.S. in that sector’s total exports to
the world, and the final tariff that sector is
facing.

If a sector exports a large amount to
the U.S., the U.S. forms a major part of its
total exports, and the tariffs are high,
then the pain felt by that sector will likely
be high. However, if the U.S. forms a small
share in a sector’s total exports, then the
impact is likely to be limited.

Which sectors are likely to see a
severe impact?

According to data from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, India exported
about $2.4 billion worth of shrimp to the
U.S. in 2024-25, making up 32.4% of its
total shrimp exports. Earlier, the U.S. only
imposed a 10% countervailing tariff on
shrimp from India. However, the addition
of the 50% tariff now takes this total to
60%.

Major impact: Several sectors, many of them labour-intensive, have the U.S. as a major export
destination, and many are already seeing a significant dip in demand. GETTY IMAGES

Reports indicate that exporter
purchase prices of shrimp in Andhra
Pradesh — the source of the majority of
India’s shrimp — fell by about 20%
following the 25% tariff imposed on
August 7. Prices are likely to fall further
due to the current 60% tariff.

India exported $10 billion worth of
diamonds, gold, and jewellery to the U.S.
in 2024-25, accounting for 40% of total
exports in this sector. Tariffs have now
risen from 2.1% to 52.1%. Reports from
hubs like Surat already show that
production cuts are underway. Surat’s
diamond polishing industry itself employs
about 12 lakh people.

One of the worst-hit sectors is likely to
be India’s textiles and apparel exports
sector. These exports to the U.S. stood at
$10.8 billion in 2024-25, with apparel
alone accounting for $5.4 billion. Further,
the U.S. accounts for 35% of India’s
apparel exports. The sector now faces a
63.9% tariff, up from the previous 13.9%.

“Tiruppur exporters are rushing
shipments while cancelling new styles,”
said the Global Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI) in its report. “Noida-Gurugram has
frozen planned capacity expansions and
is considering downsizing, Ludhiana
reports a slump in yarn and fabric
demand, with working capital under
stress, and Bengaluru units are preparing
for shift cuts as buyers push for offshore
production.”

India exported $1.2 billion worth of
carpets to the U.S. in 2024-25, which
makes up 58.6% of total carpet exports.

Tariffs have increased from 2.9% to 52.9%.

Other significantly affected sectors
include handicrafts, leather and shoes,
furniture and bedding, and agricultural
products such as basmati rice, spices, tea,
pulses, and sesame.

‘Which sectors will see a more modest
impact?
India’s export of organic chemicals to the

U.S. stood at $2.7 billion. This made up
13.2% of India’s total exports. The sector
now faces 54% import tariffs, up from the
previous 4%. The exporters’ body,
CHEMEXCIL, and industry bodies have
already approached the government for
some intervention.

India exported $4.7 billion worth of
steel, aluminium, and copper to the U.S.
in 2024-25, about 17% of India’s total
exports of these metals.

“While the U.S. is not the largest
market for Indian metals, it is critical for
hundreds of SMEs in the Delhi-NCR
engineering belt and eastern foundry
hubs,” GTRI said.

“The tariff threatens to disrupt jobs in
stainless steel, aluminium casting, and
copper semi-finished goods, putting
severe pressure on small and medium
exporters reliant on U.S. orders.”

India exported $6.7 billion worth of
machinery and mechanical appliances to
the U.S. in 2024-25, making up 20% of its
total exports. This sector is also expected
to face a drop in demand.

Is the government planning to help
these sectors?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Commerce and Industries Minister Piyush
Goyal have been repeating the ‘swadeshi’
mantra and asking Indians to ‘go vocal for
local’, so that the economy can reduce its
dependence on exports. Apart from this,
The Hindu reported on August 13 that the
government is working on a
multi-ministry plan to ease the short-term
pain of exporters.

In the medium to long term, the
government is working with exporter
bodies to diversify their export
destinations and make better use of
existing free trade agreements. The
Reserve Bank of India Governor Sanjay
Malhotra has also said that the central
bank stands ready to provide whatever
help it can.

THE GIST

v

Severe impact is expected on
shrimp, diamonds and
jewellery, textiles and apparel,
and carpets due to tariffs rising
up to 60%, with reports of
production cuts, price falls, and
downsizing.

v

Moderate impact will be felt in
organic chemicals, metals, and
machinery exports, with SMEs

and exporters’ bodies seeking

intervention.

v

The government is working on
a multi-ministry plan,
promoting the ‘swadeshi’ and
‘vocal for local’ push, while
also aiming to diversify export
destinations.
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India’s demographic dividend as a time bomb

obel laureate Rabindranath Tagore

once said, “Don’t limit a child to your

own learning, for she was born in

another time.” In the context of India’s
education system, this quote is particularly
resonant today. India’s education system is
outdated. We are preparing students for jobs that
are rapidly disappearing or evolving.

Meanwhile the future of work is being shaped
by emerging technologies, led by Artificial
Intelligence (Al), being the most disruptive of
them all. Alis reshaping how we work and think,
with our research suggesting that up to 70% of
current jobs, globally, will be impacted, and up to
30% of tasks in many current jobs will get
completely automated. A plethora of new jobs
related to Al development and implementation
are being created as we speak. This technological
shift via Al is already changing the world and the
job market, whereas the curriculum update cycle
in our schools and colleges runs in three-year
cycles. This is incremental at best, leading to
many students being left behind if we do not
up-skill, cross-skill and re-skill them.

India’s ‘demographic dividend’ has long been
touted as a key driver of the nation’s future
growth. With more than 800 million people
below the age of 35, the country boasts of having
one of the largest youth populations anywhere.
This demographic ‘asset’, however, is
increasingly under threat of becoming a ‘liability’,
as the gap between education and real-world
skills, and degrees and employability widens. If
this gap is not addressed, India’s demographic
dividend could morph into a demographic time
bomb — a paradox at scale.

The stark reality is that while India is
producing millions of graduates every year, many
of these graduates remain underemployed and
are increasingly becoming unemployable. Despite
popular belief, this is not merely a problem facing
social science or non-STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) students. Over the
past decade, data show that 40%-50% of
engineering graduates from Indian universities
have not been placed in jobs, highlighting the
worrying gap between academic education and
industry requirements. More and more
youngsters are going to college or university, yet
employers report increasing difficulty in finding
talent with the right skills. Belatedly, educators
are acknowledging the problem, with 61% of
higher education leaders today agreeing that
curricula are not aligned with rapidly changing
job market needs.

The mismatch begins in high school

As the Al revolution accelerates, India faces a
deepening skills crisis. According to McKinsey,
nearly seven out of every 10 Indian jobs are at risk
from automation by 2030. This means a massive
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employability
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and unprecedented change could be affecting the
nation in just the next five years. Of course, it is
not all bad news. The World Economic Forum
predicts that Al and other new tech will create
170 million new jobs by 2030. The problem is that
in the same period, more than half of this
number of newly created jobs (92 million) will be
displaced. Consequently, skilling must become a
critical national priority.

The challenge lies in how Indian youth are
entering the workforce. A significant number are
doing so with outdated or irrelevant skills. This
misalignment begins in high school, where
students are largely unaware of the multitude of
career paths that exist. A Mindler Career
Awareness Survey from 2022 revealed that 93% of
Indian students between classes 8 to 12 are aware
of only seven career options, most of which are
traditional roles such as doctor, engineer, lawyer,
or teacher. In contrast, the modern economy
offers over 20,000 career paths. Surprisingly, a
mere 7% of students report receiving formal
career guidance during their schooling years.
This lack of awareness leads to millions of our
best and brightest, pursuing degrees that do not
match their aptitudes or market needs. Do not
take our word for it. According to the India Skills
Report 2024, more than 65% of high school
graduates pursue degrees that are not aligned
with their interests or abilities. This alarming
reality means that students emerge from their
degrees ill-equipped for the rapidly changing job
market, further exacerbating India’s
unemployment crisis.

Digital tools, but analog mindsets

While most students in India now have access to
some technology as smartphones have become
much cheaper, and the government has also tried
to roll out computer and Al labs, most schools
still follow traditional, examination-centric
curricula. There is limited focus on career
exploration or the development of job-ready
skills. As a result, students graduate with degrees
but lack the practical experience required by
employers. In fact, the Graduate Skills Index 2025
produced by Mercer-Mettl found that only 43% of
Indian graduates are deemed job-ready. In our
experience with interns and fresh graduates, this
figure, if anything, underestimates the scale of
the problem.

EdTech platforms primarily focus on test
preparation and rote learning, rather than career
discovery or skill development. Coursera, Udemy
and other look-alikes have tried to address this
problem, but the certificates obtained from these
are becoming increasingly commoditised. School
curricula remain disconnected from the evolving
job market, leaving students unprepared for the
challenges ahead. Only a few State boards and
central bodies have introduced career readiness

frameworks, and even fewer integrate emerging
career pathways into their curricula.

The Indian government, to its credit, has
launched several initiatives that are aimed at
bridging the skills gap, the most prominent being
the Skill India Mission, which aimed to train over
400 million individuals by 2022, Despite
large-scale funding, the mission fell far short of
this target. Multiple systemic issues have
contributed to this failure: besides the Skill India
Mission, an acronym soup of other policies has
also been launched which includes the Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKK), Jan Shikshan
Sansthan (JSS), Pradhan Mantri Yuva Yojana
(PMYY), Skills Acquisition and Knowledge
Awareness for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP),
Prime Minister’s Internship Scheme, and many
others,

What India needs is a cohesive strategy that
aligns education and skill development with
industry demands. We have undertaken deep
research and devised a platform for just that. We
are in conversations with NITI Aayog, the
Association of Indian Universities (AIU), and the
Skill Ministry to translate this solution into reality.
Collaboration between the government, private
sector and educational institutions will be
essential to create a robust ecosystem for skill
development.

The decisive decade

India’s ambition to emerge as a global digital
powerhouse rests on its ability to integrate
technology, education and employment into a
coherent national framework. India’s youth will
either be equipped with the skills to thrive in an
Al-driven world or be left behind. This is not just
an education or employment crisis; it is a crisis
where our entire social contract could come
undone. The student civil disobedience during
the Mandal Commission days in 1990 bear
witness to the havoc that youth-led protests can
create, escalating into violence, clashes with
police, property destruction, and, in some cases,
fatalities due to police firings. If India fails to act
now, it risks creating a generation of highly
literate, even educated but unemployable youth
that can become a ticking time-bomb. The World
Bank Economic Review has ably captured this
paradox at scale in an article by Lant Pritchett,
“Where Has All the Education Gone?”. The
ramifications of such a crisis are dire. The good
news is that this is an entirely fixable problem.
India must prepare its youth not for the jobs of
yesterday, but for the careers of tomorrow. The
clock is ticking and it is up to us to convert India’s
demographic dividend into an asset or a liability.

Ritu Kulshrestha supported the initial stages of the article,
specifically with data content and drafting

G5. Paper 01-KIESICECLIE]
UPSC Mains Practice Question G IEARSERIIC EAL ARSI RIRE A E R T CA R EL AL i |
AL B BT ST 36T ¥6T 81" URd Bt e iR iz fawra gHifaa & dgdf o s
Y BT SATAGATHS [ARATUT BITOTCI (150 words)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




IIIIIIIIIIIII

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS f o | (..Nsr.ms]

Tg:

YR gFaT &1 Je8 ISt g1 SeTd] BT W g, T 80 PRI W RTal AT 35 A A HH 39 b ¢l 39
SRS ATHIRT Y aﬁ g ¥ YR & e 99 & ¥u § @1 911 6T |1 gransd, fefbiRrd
geforol (Wers) & Ada o ﬁ@aﬁﬁwﬁrwﬁa@naﬁﬁ%aﬁaaﬁéﬁaaﬁi

W%ail\_ﬂ‘lli' & HRUJ, Jg ﬂlﬂﬁﬁ AU Th SRS I g AT 2—{Eil d® b U "CIgH aH" H 9ad
Hrdl gl

g@1 fazawor
1. BINA-ISATR YT BT 3T

o HRd B ITd IRAT [T IR BT 8, fhR Ht 40-50% SoiifFafar Trde et & fou R Siwrd &t
HH & HRU RITFTR 384 & |

o AP PRI FABIP (2025) ST ¢ [ BT 43% HRA AAH gl ASHR TG § |

o 1< TR H Ioll § 81 R Faadl & gaT § Uredshd M- dagh T (8% 3 91 ) 3

2. T3S 3R IH Wenfifeal o1 yvme

o B0 BT 3HM & f 2030 TP TTHT 70% HRTT 1B RAT WaTA & SHRGH BT FTHAT B |
o Ty 3nffes Ha &1 SrTAM § 3 T3S 8iR 715 dd-ih! § 17 HRIS g A 1xal Ual givtt, A 9.2

FRIS BRG] T g1 ST |

o GADIRIS & foHT, gaT 4fass & AR & forg R =7e1 gt

3. e 3R SRR SIPR=war # WS gfaar

. URUR® TRIET-FHisd gTeashd Woal J gral g
. ARSW FA&U (2022): rfaRyT ¥ 20,000 ¥ TTGI GHIGISN & FTa9[G, 93% BT Had 7 BRI
fapedl & IR | 994 B
o 3Mu=TR® HRTR AR BT 3rvTa ([Fad 7% ©Hl B I8 fiam |
4. e ST iR T sraf<aaa
. T&pa Efear fem &1 A8 2022 T 40 FRIS T bl URIRI =T T, Wb I8 d8d RT T} &) ura|

o % WiSd Ugal (UTTHD AT, Hebed, TuHaTSATS, WUHTY 3Tie) H TH-Y BT 3HTd |
o fRI&fT 1 ILNT ST B AT b 3T Ter dlel Ueh FHfdbd AP Sl bl A= eh|
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5. THTSTR 3R IeHIfde Sifasd

o TRIfard gareft & St SRISHTRY FRT=I SR =i 7 BRUT & Hebell & |

Omw: 1990 & HEd AN & faRIY U= - F® BH-q@ ardl SATaIeH] ! FHIET
|

o SRIVHTR JaT YR & JTHIS e P SRR IR Thd g

3T B T8

. UTETHH FUR: IYNT SR IHRcht WNihdl & Sy AR SHEa- a5 |

. URMAYS HRIR ARTCRA: Tpal § HRAR AT B Thihd B |

. g -l HAfER: WRBR, TN SR Aaifdrs FRIM P Iel R TR FgINT BT =8|
. A & R A Hiad B HHAA garr, gRd srfogaw, f&foea Tat, W I, $f|

. BRTIA DI Holgd DY: HIGGT Ar13H B T JHI-IA AP DI [GbT 0MITT H FHlbT B |

e

. YR U HE@QUl HIS W 31 39 g1 A1 dl Th Y fSfoea merifad & id a9 9&d & a1 iR
AR SR i &1 U ergH §9| g Temsll & g, Sfch DINA &1 URIRTddT B g1 3R YR
3Ot RrefT, G-t 3R ASHTR RO &1 Teh WTY A UTdT §, ol SHNiReIah g ATHTRT Teh g &=
SITQ; 3R U a1 g3, 1 SHP SHARAD I 3Ual H Jea- &I Wl gl SFTdl G-%b a9 HUT b
YR [T IR TR I |
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