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BRICS will create a balanced
‘multipolar’ world order: PM

PM lands in Ghana as he begins his five-nation trip; he says the visits will strengthen cooperation within Global South; Modi
will also attend the BRICS summit in Brazil and hold meetings; he will receive state honours of Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia and Brazil will
ldiscuss ways to ad-

vance the priorities of
the Global South in the
coming days, said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
ahead of his five-nation vi-
sit beginning on
Wednesday.

Mr. Modi, who will at-
tend the BRICS summit to
be held in Brazil’s Rio De
Janeiro during the trip,
said the summit will help
create a “balanced multi-
polar world order”. He
further said the five-nation
visit will help strengthen
cooperation within the
Global South. The Prime
Minister is expected to
hold several bilateral meet-
ings on the sidelines of the
summit as well.

Argentina on itinerary

“As a founding member,
India is committed to
BRICS as a vital platform
for cooperation among

¥ 3R Aga
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Pleasant ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by
Ghana President John Mahama in Accra on Wednesday. ANI

emerging economies. To-
gether, we strive for a more
peaceful, equitable, just,
democratic and balanced
multipolar world order,”
said Mr. Modi in a depar-
ture statement as he board-
ed the official aircraft that
landed in Ghana for a bilat-
eral visit.

The Prime Minister will
also visit Trinidad and To-
bago, Argentina, and Na-

mibia, before concluding
the trip on July 9.
According to Ghanaian
news outlet Graphic-
.com.gh, the Foreign Minis-
ter of Ghana Samuel Okud-
zeto Ablakwa had
announced that Mr. Modi
will receive the country’s
highest state honour, the
Companion of the Order of
the Star of Ghana, during
the visit. Previous reci-

pients of the honour in-
clude the late French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac, King
Mohammed VI of Moroc-
co, President Luiz Inacio
‘Lula’ da Silva of Brazil,
former Nigerian President
Olusegun Obasanjo, and
former Namibian Presi-
dent Sam Nujoma.

Mr. Modi will hold talks
with President John Dra-
mani Mahama in Ghana.
“Ghana is a valued partner
in the Global South and
plays an important role in
the African Union and the
Economic Community of
West African States (ECO-
WAS),” said Mr. Modi, ad-
ding that his visit will build
on India’s historic ties with
Ghana and help in opening
up areas like investment,
energy, health, capacity
building and development
partnership.

Mr. Modi will also ad-
dress the Parliament of
Ghana during the visit. Mr.
Ablakwa has said that Gha-
na plans to emerge as the
“vaccine hub” for Africa
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and talks would be held
with Mr. Modi during the
visit regarding vaccine pro-
duction in Ghana.

From Ghana, Mr. Modi
will fly to Trinidad and To-
bago where he will be host-
ed by Prime Minister Kam-
la Persad Bissessar.

“This visit will provide
an opportunity to rejuve-
nate the special bonds of
ancestry and kinship that
unite us,” said Mr. Modi.
The Government of Trini-
dad and Tobago has an-
nounced that Mr. Modi will
be conferred with the Or-
der of the Republic of Tri-
nidad and Tobago, the
highest state honour of the
Caribbean nation.

Following the BRICS
summit, Mr. Modi will pro-
ceed to Brasilia for a state
visit.

On the way back home,
Mr. Modi will stop at Nami-
bia. Mr. Modi will meet
President Netumbo Nandi
Ndaitwah and address the
Joint Session of Namibian
Parliament.
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‘No link between COVID-19
vaccines and sudden deaths’

Sudden cardiac deaths can be from a wide range of factors, including genetics, lifestyle,

pre-existing conditions, and post-COVID-19 complications, says Union Health Ministry

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

here is no direct
Tlink between CO-
VID-19 vaccination

and reports of sudden
deaths in the country, the
Union Health Ministry said
on Wednesday. The Minis-
try added that this conclu-
sion was reached following
investigations conducted
by multiple agencies.

The Ministry said that
studies conducted by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the
National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) found no
major changes in the pat-
terns of causes of death
when compared to pre-
vious years. In the majority
of unexplained cases, ge-

netic mutations were
found to be a likely contri-
buting factor.

“Sudden cardiac deaths
can result from a wide
range of factors, including
genetics, lifestyle, pre-ex-
isting conditions, and post-
COVID complications,” the
Ministry said in a
statement.

The Ministry noted that
both ICMR and NCDC have
been working together to
determine the causes be-
hind sudden unexplained

R

Fact check: COVID-19 vaccination does not increase the risk of
unexplained sudden deaths in young adults, says study. VIJAY SONEJI

deaths, particularly among
young adults aged between
18 and 45 years.

To investigate the phe-
nomenon, two comple-
mentary studies were un-
dertaken. The first,
conducted by the ICMR’s
National Institute of Epide-
miology (NIE), was a re-
trospective  multicentric
matched case-control stu-
dy. Titled “Factors asso-
ciated with unexplained
sudden deaths among
adults aged 18-45 years in
India”, it was conducted
between May and August
2023 across 47 tertiary
care hospitals in 19 States
and Union Territories.

The study reviewed cas-
es of individuals who ap-

peared to be healthy but
died suddenly between Oc-
tober 2021 and March
2023.

Its findings confirmed
that COVID-19 vaccination
does not increase the risk
of unexplained sudden
deaths in young adults.

The second study, titled
“Establishing the cause in
sudden unexplained
deaths in young,” is a pros-
pective investigation cur-
rently under way at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New Del-
hi. The study is being con-

ducted in collaboration
with the ICMR.
Preliminary  findings

from this study suggest
that myocardial infarction
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(heart attack) continues to
be the leading cause of
sudden death in this
demographic.

“Together, these two
studies offer a more com-
prehensive understanding
of sudden unexplained
deaths in young adults in
India. It has also been re-
vealed that COVID-19 vacci-
nation does not appear to
increase the risk, whereas
the role of underlying
health issues, genetic pre-
disposition and risky lifes-
tyle choices does play a
role in unexplained sud-
den deaths,” the Ministry
said.

Scientific experts have
reiterated that claims link-
ing COVID-19 vaccination
to sudden deaths are “false
and misleading” and not
supported by scientific
consensus. “Speculative
claims without conclusive
evidence risk undermining
public confidence in vac-
cines, which have played a
crucial role in saving mil-
lions of lives during the
pandemic,” the Ministry
said. “Such unfounded re-
ports and claims could
strongly contribute to vac-
cine hesitancy in the coun-
try, thereby adversely im-
pacting public health,” it
added.
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Axiom-4 trip to the ISS will
provide valuable inputs for
Gaganyaan mission: ISRO

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) said
the Axiom-4 (Ax-04) mis-
sion to the International
Space Station will provide
valuable inputs for India’s
upcoming Gaganyaan mis-
sion. Group Captain Shub-
hanshu Shukla is part of
the Axiom mission.

“The Ax-04 mission will
provide valuable inputs for
ISRO’s upcoming Gaga-
nyaan mission. It offers
hands-on experience
about the nuances of inter-
national crew integration,
medical and psychological
preparation, real-time
health telemetry, experi-
ment execution, and crew-
ground coordination,” the
ISRO said. It added that
these insights will directly
influence mission plan-
ning, safety validation, and

Shubhanshu Shukla is carrying
a selection of the finest Indian
handicrafts to ISS, says ISRO.

astronaut readiness for In-
dia’s first indigenous hu-
man spaceflight mission.

“This is one small step
in orbit, but a giant leap in
India’s pursuit of human
spaceflight and scientific
discovery,” it added.

The ISRO said prepara-
tions are in progress for
abort missions of the Gaga-
nyaan mission and the first
uncrewed test flight is tar-
geted for the fourth quar-
ter of 2025.

It added that the first
crewed flight of the Gaga-
nyaan mission is expected
by the first quarter of 2027.

The ISRO said that as a
tribute to India’s rich cultu-
ral heritage, Mr. Shukla is
carrying a selection of the
finest of Indian handicrafts
to the International Space
Station. “These symbolic
items, designed by stu-
dents of the National Insti-
tute of Design, Ahmeda-
bad, reflect the diversity,
craftsmanship, and time-
less beauty of India’s tradi-
tional art forms, carefully
curated to represent diffe-
rent regions and materials.
These pieces serve as cul-
tural ambassadors in
space. Their journey
aboard the ISS not only ce-
lebrates India’s artistic le-
gacy but also honours gen-
erations of artisans who
continue to keep these tra-
ditions alive,” it said.

g I Hgdyul §: AT & I uffRgsiy-4 & Jorifas wefiearn
1. T4 3iafef IS & fore grmar At

o RITT 3iaRar WM (155) W fobll R SidRef I GRT Ugell U dTeih &l bl STHT |
frrafafad # sarasie urs:

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,goA ] \ r.z'anwm]

UMIYA | \NJ i services

- RIS aTeis oot FganT

- WY fIRE 3R gAaHE darR)

- OEHIfact vanT fAwreq

- UISE Held o Y GaR
2. A f&ms iR fAsare & fore wisss qu
I HI H HGG BT

. SfaRe gt uiRiaT Ay
o TRET UM 3R STUTTBIC UICIpid
. for=E RgasE ufsant

o MR FRAcRM- TR UIRIE iR qRafde SRS Siae TaTeH & did &I W15 oI uledl g
safeel § Wiwpfa® ge-ifa
. NID 3EHEEIG & Bl gRI dUR YR SXIRIed &1 1SS H o ST Sl 38T 6
0 YR BT HaAlHD a1, &A1 fafaedr ok uruie Rieq HIvret o1 ufdf i@ Hrar g

o Af¥Ye S SIAF H Tl TTaR 3R ARF AP U &I Feral ¢ g |

o "Hefl T TRPIAH Aolgd” & =4 H &Y Hal 5|
fafeel Mt ik ge-tta & fore sarues fAfgardd:

. 3% AT 3aRe IS HRIHH H YR B UMY B srar 2|
o SORI-AT/UfRISNH TN 3R db-t! TETH-UH &I §¢1a1 Sl g |
. JUUE V&TUN § W YR B U HIDhi& AG fARe ISH Y & U H R BT 5

fagm 8k Trdwife S1E & fre:

. dARAfa fdfer It HRTGRY & HIeqd ¥ STEM H garafi & iy ST 7
. O o Gpfa T Ssar B, g <idr § o W1 3R FaraR $¥ Ig- 31 | 78 Iohd g

Fiepfie wat ¥ frw:

. Y% U IR FHIRIT BT U= dxd SfdRe Fe-ifd H YR HI I TR HI fawdR &l g
. PRITRI R HRA DI 3 TRl fORTId B! Y ioifel <ar g |

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



l UMIYA

CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 5, | ..Nsmm]

3T 1 gAferar

. %umﬁaﬁﬁaﬁam-ﬁwm,g&maaeﬁwﬂaﬁ-waﬁaﬁaﬁwmw
|

. TReor IR o - YRa & Aotgy sfaler aEh uflRiemr gard o & sraxadhdr g |

. Toic 3R THIHHAT TeeH — [IYRiaar s G- o fore ot &1 gaw fasar S =g

UPSC Mains Practice Question

RIS ofafver FRHT A WRd 9t URGRT AT siaive IS A s HRar 3t
mnﬁwmﬁmﬁamwél"mmqﬁmq%mﬁﬁaﬁﬁl

TH HUAYD STIArRIG TR J Ul Ial § b a1 & Rigelt a1 gl YR sfae ust sl oiR dicia
& Sffear (o) Tl & A gy SRS FaY e &xd ¢ | g0i Si-H ShHu IR U I8
Y IR YR IR & SR H YR YRS DT A ol & SR gl S U & GIa0r WRdd 9d o1 J0d=
T 8, ST TTHT 3,000 T RIAT B

Sinhalese migrated from Southern
India, mixed with Adivasis: study

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS f o | € .Nsmm]

IIIIIIIIIIIII

YT & g@I frewd

1. fEof YR SMIafRie Jarer:
o Rigell 3R siicieprd snfeardl afas wrh o YRt sarel & Y Fo oiftie SMgafRie FHIar
o ?&ﬁaz%?wm&né (U ST W) I | YUASMS (U TR W) bl o # 3ifdes

2. UaTq & GHIRET:

o gt sMdfRe ga T6: ~3,000 IS U8 |
o 500 39T Yd & U Sfciet H Rigel Uard &1 gol &3 ard 3fder I Ad W ]

3. Wﬁﬁ?-m SR

o T LEI-TUT He (Riga) siem & srave, Riged 2 yRda geR & o w@d B
o RGBT HTT DI AUl MIAMRIE BT & o1 T BI T Fai- THg gRT U foeam T g1 a1 ]

4. 3Tfeandt siaefy:
o amwmmmﬁwm%
Ui RIeRI-SYT8s ox
&W&mﬁwﬁvwmﬁﬁw
- YT U § SQT- 3T fadhN, SHTIaRe faae &t re
5. fieidprs aftra 3R enfeandt:

o gﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬁrﬁmﬁw $Hd §, Sl THM S0 HRAIT 3 3R WgiRies siaefarer &1 gHedH $d
|

AT & Hgeayui (Afgard
1. BfceTRI® Ar=gansh &1 fbe | feran

o T argar Rige IR YR ¥ ST & (UTHTS ATGdT b YR W) |
o U e STARIe WA Gl YRd & A1y e TRRad gich 5
o T IId IR UHTRI ST ¢ fob HTHTS 3R SMTafRIe fadr gH= Uh ¥HH gl 8id & |

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



IIIIIIIIIIIII

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS f o | (..Nsmm]

2. YRd- AT Aivplad ddy

o i & TedTed! TR SR HRTT Uar & RIGid & golgd ol g
o Ulh TASHEAY H TgY JIdNTd gae o1 g FRd1 5|

3. g SAfa

o Rigel 3R enfeantt srarc & ugel I=-Refieg=H SiHE |
o VA sfagr @ kR ¥ fora # Siifreg & wifad &1 gxifar g

4. TISRM T BT TIET
. ;ﬁaﬁﬁm&f@‘cﬁﬁﬁw&nﬁﬁ%m&@ﬁ@ﬁ% 3iquitdta faarg & SR fafaedr &7 gt
|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

U Sf&07 TR o1 S-wEn sfagN Ua, ke ad aRad- C fatd
BT & SIS gl & UhT= §, fider & Ao A 59 U= &) URifiear W =t $31 (250 Words)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



Vishv ‘.(g
Uhiya

Foundation

VUF
INSTITUTE
CIVIL SERVICES

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS {

Page : 09 : GS 3 : Indian Economy

fiferat iR ﬁﬁ%ﬁw%w,w%mmwﬁm-&mwwﬁw
dauwey) # i ﬁ@mﬁ%w@ﬁuw@w@maﬁ@%mozsqﬁmﬁa{lﬁwm
BN TF Y& g1 (AT § o [T BT B TSI UgdM 3R ST HR b, IH YHR -ifd BTG 3R
HTATTER GREAT &1 HTRTIRT HIfHd g1 St 3|

Are gig workers a part of India’s labour data?

Though gig work is technically included under economic activity in the Periodic Labour Force Survey, without a specific classification, the survey fails to offer visibility into
the unique nature of digital labour, characterised by multiple job roles, dependence on algorithms, lack of formal contract and absence of safety metrics

ECONOMIC NOTES

Durga Narayan

he 2025 Union Budget took

several measures to formally

‘recognise’ gig and platform

workers, and extended various
social protection schemes to this growing
workforce. Despite this recognition, the
revised Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), 2025 does not include substantive
changes to account for the diverse forms
of gig and platform work.

Gaps in labour classification

Gig workers were first incorporated into
the legal framework through the Code on
Social Security, 2020. Under Chapter I,
Section 2(35), a gig worker is defined as “a
person who participates in a work
arrangement and earns from such
activities outside of a traditional
employer-employee relationship.”
Platform work, as defined in the Code, is
“a work arrangement outside of a
traditional employer-employee
relationship in which organisations or
individuals use an online platform to
access other organisations or individuals
to solve specific problems or to provide
specific services or any such other
activities which may be notified by the
Central Government, in exchange for
payment.”

While this definition separates gig
workers from both formal and informal
categones it doesn’t clearly define who a
gig worker is or the nature of gig work.
According to NITI Aayog’s 2022 report
‘India’s Booming Gig and Platform
Economy, the gig workforce is expected
to reach 23.5 million by 2029-30. Despite
such projections and efforts to define gig
work, India’s primary labour statistics
source, the PLFS, continues to subsume
gig work under vague categories such as
‘self-employed’, ‘own-account workers’,
or ‘casual labour’. This statistical
invisibility has direct consequences.

Clause 141 of the Code on Social

On the periphery: Gig workers prepare to deliver orders in New Delhi, in 2024. REUTERS

Security, 2020, “seeks to provide that the
Central Government shall establish a
Social Security Fund for social security
and welfare of the unorganised workers,
gig workers and platform workers.”
Similarly, the National Social Security
Board, constituted under Section 6 of the
Code on Social Security, 2020, is tasked
with framing and overseeing welfare
schemes for gig and platform workers.
Such welfare boards and policymakers
rely on the PLFS for ‘evidence-based
policy, but the absence of a distinct
category for gig and platform workers
undermines its very intent. When
classification itself is unclear in primary
datasets, access to schemes becomes
uneven and exclusionary.

How the PLFS falls short

In response to a Rajya Sabha query on
whether the government had updated
PLFS methodology to capture the rise of

BT SGURUMY 3R gRUTITE

gig work, the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation stated, “No
updation in the PLFS Schedule has been
undertaken with the objective of
specifically identifying persons engaged
in the gig economy. However, all market
activities i.e. activities performed for pay
or profit which result in production of
goods and services for exchange are
included under the domain of economic
activity considered in PLFS. The activity
situation of a person who is found to be
working or being engaged in economic
activity during a specified reference
period is associated with employment in
PLFS. Hence, even the persons engaged in
‘gig economy’ for pay & profit are covered
in PLFS.”

Though gig work is techmcally
included under economic activity,
without a specific category or
classification, the survey fails to offer
visibility into the unique nature of digital

labour, characterised by multiple job
roles, dependence on algorithms, lack of
formal contract and absence of safety
metrics. In the survey, while the question
on the type of job contract provides an
option for ‘no written job contract’, it
doesn’t capture the hybrid nature of
work.

Unlike traditional self-employment, gig
work is shaped by platform algorithms,
performed across multiple apps and are
mostly task-based rather than
time-bound. Workers have no stable
contracts, and often rely on digital reach.
Many lack access to benefits or
protections available to formal workers,
and don’t fully own their work processes,
making the “self-employed” label
misleading. Employment uncertainties,
income volatility and algorithm
governance remain invisible within PLFS
classification. A food delivery person
working across platforms like Swiggy,
Zomato, for instance, will be flattened
into a category that does not reflect
entirely on their employment conditions
or social security needs.

Recognition without representation
Recent policy efforts like the e-Shram
registration, the issuance of digital ID
cards, and health coverage under the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana indicate the state’s
recognition of the gig and platform
workforce. But unless statistical systems
like the PLFS evolve, the data meant to
support and monitor these interventions
cannot be considered inclusive.

The 2025 PLFS revision introduced
some important updates: a larger sample
size, monthly estimates, and better rural
representation. However, it still does not
address the issues of how gig work is
defined and understood. For inclusive
policy making, India must update PLFS
classification codes or introduce survey
modules that distinctly capture gig work.

Durga Narayan is a policy researcher
affiliated with the Indian Institute for

Human Settlements (IIHS) and the Observer

Research Foundation (ORF), Mumbai.
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incorporated into the legal
framework through the Code
on Social Security, 2020.
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According to NITI Aayog’s 2022
report ‘India’s Booming Gig
and Platform Economy,’ the gig
workforce is expected to reach
23.5 million by 2029-30.
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Unlike traditional
self-employment, gig work is
shaped by platform algorithms,
performed across multiple
apps and are mostly
task-based rather than
time-bound. Workers have no
stable contracts, and often rely
on digital reach.
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
Rephasing global development finance

ndia’s development cooperation with the
Global South has been showing a rising
trend for the last several years. India has
made consistent efforts to expand the
facets of these engagements and has also almost
doubled the flow of quantum — from around $3
billion in 2010-11 to around $7 billion in 2023-24.
While capacity building programmes and the
initiatives for technology transfer and duty-free
access to India markets have been important
modalities of this engagement, the main
instrument has been the extension of lines of
credit (LoC) under the Indian Development and
Economic Assistance Scheme (IDEAS).

1f budgetary provisions for 2025-26 are any
indication, the red flag from the Ministry of
Finance on credit lines, as a modality of
engagement, is absolutely clear. At the G20, India
expressed serious concerns over rising sovereign
debt levels across the Global South. During the
third Voice of Global South Summit (VoGS) in
2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi articulated
the concept of a Global Development Compact
(GDC), thereby implying a harmonious balance
between all the modalities of engagement with
the Global South. It is worth noting that there are
five modalities of engagement, viz., capacity
building, technology transfer, market access,
grants and concessional finance. This balanced
approach on modalities may be supplemented by
India by having wider and deeper partnerships
with countries that can work across third
countries.

In this backdrop, under the modalities of
engagement, India has to refocus on LoCs as an
instrument of engagement. India was largely
borrowing from global capital markets and
providing the resources to the partner countries
at a concessional rate of interest. The difference
in the rates of interest was being absorbed by the
Government of India. With a rising global
liquidity crisis, such schemes have lost their
relevance as capital market predictability and the
repaying capabilities of partner countries have
become severely constrained. India should take
full advantage of this new reality.

Shrinking ODA and debt crisis

The traditional official development assistance
(ODA) providers are going through their own
budgetary crisis while the partners of the Global
South have challenges in coping with the debt
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crisis. With rising geopolitical complexities, the
flow of global development finance in any case is
witnessing a profound decline. The collapse of
USAID and the decline of the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)
have highlighted the emerging crisis in
development finance. The availability and
leveraging of resources have been hampered
further by the declining trend in ODA, which is
likely to be close to $97 billion. This proposed
slashing of foreign aid is a near 45% reduction
from the levels of ODA in 2023, which stood at
around $214 billion. At the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), its Development Assistance Committee
(DAC) has been an elite club for ODA providers,
dictating the terms and conditions for the
economic and political programmes for the
South.

Shrinkage in the resource flow is likely to affect
several development programmes, across least
developed economies, particularly at a time
when several of them are passing through an
unprecedented debt crisis. Over the last 20 years,
a series of overlapping crises and major
geopolitical and economic transformations have
reshaped the global financial environment,
leaving many developing countries struggling to
access funding. This has posed a risk to
development progress at risk and jeopardised
achievements.

The investment needed to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) by 2030
has also surged from $2.5 trillion in 2015 to over
$4 trillion in 2024. Without a major increase in
financing, progress toward the SDGs (already
derailed by the COVID-19 pandemic and other
global shocks) will remain elusive.
Simultaneously, borrowing has become costlier
and less predictable.

Rationale for triangular cooperation

A ray of hope lies in the possibility of evolving a
new mechanism of pooling resources with
like-minded countries. The flows from the 19
non-DAC countries that report to the OECD rose
from $L1.1 billion in 2000 to $17.7 billion in 2022.
Some of these countries such as Indonesia and
Brazil have evolved a rich global experience with
Japan and Germany of working in third countries.
Japan and Indonesia have worked together in
several Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) economies to implement development
projects. Similarly, Germany and Brazil have
worked together in Mozambique in multiple
development areas. Triangular Cooperation (TrC)
has emerged as a powerful mechanism to bridge
the divide between the Global North and the
Global South.

The beauty of the TrC is that it brings together
a traditional donor from the Global North, a
pivotal country from the Global South, and a
partner country (often from the Global South),
creating inclusive platforms for shared learning,
mutual respect and the co-creation of solutions
tailored to local needs. Comprehensive TrC data
is still being compiled at the global stage.
However, the efficacy and the success of the
model has been well established. Some
preliminary data collection suggests TrC to be
between $670 million to $1.1 billion.

Partnerships with results

The TrC has shown that addressing physical
infrastructure can advance social progress. For
instance, improving regional energy grids
expands digital connectivity and provides access
to opportunities in education and health. In this
context, in 2022, Germany and India signed a
Joint Declaration of Intent on the implementation
of TrC projects in third countries (during the
sixth India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations), with a focus on Africa, Asia, and
Latin America. Since then, TrC projects are being
implemented in several countries which include
Cameroon, Ghana and Malawi in Africa, and in
Peru in Latin America.

These offer clear examples as to how to
rephase global development finance in a manner
that ensures assured and efficacious outcomes in
a cost-effective manner. Engagement in TrC was
further emphasised during India’s G-20
presidency, with expanded collaborations
involving countries such as Germany, the United
States, the United Kingdom, the European Union,
and France. These partnerships span a variety of
sectors and modalities, from grant-based projects
to investment-driven initiatives such as the Global
Innovation Partnership (GIP) with the U.K. These
efforts illustrate how leveraging technical,
financial, and human resources can deliver
results in third countries.

The views expressed are personal
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